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CHAPTER  IX. 


§  I.  The  rebels  are  totally  defeated  at  Culloden.     $  II.  TAr 

Duke  of  Cumberland  takes  possession  of  Inverness^  and 

afterwards    encamps   at  Fort   Augustus.     §    III.    The 

Prince  Pretender  escapes  to  France.     §  IV.  Convulsion 

in  the  ministry.    {  V.  Liberality  of  the  Commons.    $  VI. 

Trial  of  the  Rebels.     Kilmarnock^  BalmerinOj  Lovatj  and 

Mr.  Ratcliff^  are  baheaded  on  Tower  hill.     %  VII.   The 

States  General  alarmed  at  the  progress  of  the  French  iti 

the  Netherlands.     $  VIII.  Count  Saxe  subdues  all  Flan^ 

dersy  Brabanty  and  Hainault.     §  IX.  Reduces  the  strong 

fortress  of  Namur^  and  defeats  the  allied  army  at  Rau- 

Qoux.     $  X.  The  French  and  Spaniards  are  compelled  tb 

abandon  Piedmont  and  the  Milanese.     §  XI.  Don  Philip 

is  worsted  at  Codogno^  and  afterwards  at  Porto  Freddo. 

$  XII.  The  Austrians  take  possession  of  Genoa.     Count 

Broixm  penetrates  into  Provence.     §  XIII.   The  Genoese 

expel  the  Austrians  from  their  city.     §  XIV.  Madras  in 

the  East  Indies  taken  by  the  French.     §  XV.  Expedition 

to  the  coast  of  Bretagne^  and  attempt  upon  Port  VOrient. 

§  XVI.  Naval  transactions  in  the  West  Indies.     Confer^ 

ences  at  Breda.     $  XVII.    Vast  supplies  granted  by  the 

Commons  of  England.     §  XVIII.  Parliament  dissolved. 

§  XIX.  The  French  and  allies  take  the  Ji eld  in  Flanders. 

$  XX.   Prince  of  Orange  elected  Stadtholder,  Captain 

General^  and  Admiral  of  the  United  Provinces.     §  XXI. 

The  Confederates  defeated  at  Laffeldt. "  §  XXII.  Siege 
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of  Bergeri'Op-Zoom.  §  XXIII.  The  Austrians  under* 
take  the  siege  of  GenoOj  which^  however j  they  abandon. 
$  XXIV.  The  Chevalier  de  Belleisle  slain  in  the  attack 
of  Exilles.  §  XXV.  A  French  squadron  defeated  and 
taken  by  the  Admirals  Anson  and  Warren.  §  XXVI. 
Admiral  Hawke  obtains  another  victory  over  the  French 
at  sea.  $  XXVIL  Other  naval  transactions.  §  XXVIII. 
Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  §  XXIX.  Compliant  temper 
of  the  new  Parliament.  Preliminaries  signed.  $  XXX. 
Preparations  for  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands. 
$  XXXI.  Seige  of  Maestricht.  Cessation  of  arms. 
$  XXXII.  Transactions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 
$  XXXIII.  Conclusion  of  the  Definitive  treaty  at 
AiX'la'Chapelle. 

$  I.  IN  the  beginning  of  April,  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland began  his  march  from  Aberdeen,  and  pn  the  twelfth 
passed  the  deep  and  rapid  river  Spey,  without  opposition 
from  the  rebels,  though  a  detachment  of  them  appeared  on 
the  opposite  side.  Why  they  did  not  dispute  the  passage  is 
not  easy  to  be  conceived :  but,  indeed,  from  this  instance 
of  neglect,  and  their  subsequent  conduct,  we  may  conclude 
they  were  under  a  total  infatuation.  His  royal  highness 
proceeded  to  Nairn,  where  he  received  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  advanced  from  Inverness  to  Culloden,  about  the 
distance  of  nine  miles  from  the  royal  army,  with  intention 
to  give  him  battle.  The  design  of  Charles  was  to  march  in 
the  night  from  Culloden,  and  surprise  the  duke's  army  at 
daybreak :  for  this  purpose  the  English  camp  had  been 
reconnoitred;  and  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  High- 
land army  began  to  march  in  two  columns.  Their  design 
was  to  surround  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  at  once  on  all 
quarters :  but  the  length  of  the  columns  embarrassed  the 
march,  so  that  the  army  was  obliged  to  make  many  halts : 
the  men  had  been  under  arms  during  the  whole  preceding 
night,  were  faint  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of 
them  overpowered  with  sleep.  Some  were  unable  to  pro- 
ceed ;  others  dropped  oif  unperceived  in  the  dark  ;  and  the. 
march  was  retarded  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  reach  the  duke's  camp  before  sunrise. 
The  design  being  thus   frustrated,  the  prince    pretender 
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was  with  great  reluctance  prevailed  upon  by  his  general 
officers  to  measure  back  his  way  to  CuUoden :  at  which  place 
he  had  no  sooner  arrived,  than  great  numbers  of  his  fol- 
lowers dispersed  in  quest  of  provision ;  and  many,  over-  . 
come  with  weariness  and  sleep,  threw  themselves  down  on 
^He  heath,  and  along  the  park  walls*  Their  repose,  how- 
ever, was  soon  interrupted  in  a  very  disagreeable  manner. 
Their  prince  receiving  intelligence  that  his  enemies  were  in 
full  march  to  attack  him,  resolved  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
and  ordered  his  troops  to  be  formed  for  that  purpose.  On 
the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  having  ^ 
made  the  proper  dispositions,  decamped  from  Nairn  early 
in  the  morning,  and  after  a  march  of  nine  miles  perceived 
the  Highlanders  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number 
of  four  thousand  men,  in  thirteen  divisions,  supplied  with 
some  pieces  of  artillery.  The  royal  army,  which  was  much 
more  numerous,  the  duke  immediately  formed  into  three 
lines,  disposed  in  excellent  order :  and  about  one  oVlock  in 
the  afternoon  the  cannonading  began.  The  artillery  of  the 
rebels  was  ill  served,  and  did  very  little  execution ;  but  that 
of  the  king's  troops  made  dreadful  havoc  among  the  ene- 
my. Impatient  of  this  fire,  their  frontline  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  clans  charged  the 
duke's  left  wing  with  their  usual  impetuosity.  One  regi- 
ment was  disordered  by  the  weight  of  this  column ;  but 
two  battalions  advancing  from  the  second  line,  sustained  the 
first,  and  soon  put  a  stop  to  their  career,  by  a  severe  fire, 
that  kiHed  a  great  number.  At  the  same  time,  the  dra- 
goons under  Hawley,  and  the  Arg}'leshire  militia  pulled 
down  a  park  wall  that  covered  their  right  flank,  and  the 
cavalry  falling  in  amongthe  rebeb  sword  in  hand,  completed 
their  confusion.  1%e  French  picquets  on  their  left,  covered 
the  retreat  of  the  Highlanders  by  a  close  and  regular  fire ; 
and  Uien  retired  to  Inverness,  where  they  surrendered 
themselves  prisoners  of  war.  An  entire  body  of  the  rebeU 
marched  off  the  field  in  order,  with  their  pipes  playing,  and 
the  pretender's  standard  displayed ;  the  rest  were  routed 
with  great  slaughter ;  and  their  prince  was  with  reluctance 
prevailed  upon  to  retire.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes  they 
were  totally  defeated,  and  the  field  covered  with  the  slain. 
The  road,  as  'far  as   Inverness,    was  strewed  with  dead 
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bodies ;  and  a  great  number  of  people,  who  from  motives 
of  curiosity,  had  come  to  see  the  battle,  were  sacrificed  to 
the  undistinguishing  vengeance  of  the  victors.  Twelve 
hundred  rebels  were  slain  or  wounded  on  the  field,  and  in 
the  pursuit,  l^e  earl  of  Kilmarnock  was  taken ;  and  in  a 
few  days  lord  Balmerino  surrendered  to  a  country  gentle- 
man, at  whose  house  he  presented  himself  for  this  purpose. 
The  glory  of  the  victory  was  sullied  by  the  barbarity  of  the 
soldiers.  They  had  been  provoked  by  their  former  dis- 
graces to  the  most  savage  thirst  of  revenge.  Ndt  contented 
with  the  blood  which  was  so  profusely  shed  in  the  heat  of 
action,  they  traversed  the  field  after  the  battle,  and 
massacred  those  miserable  wretches  who  lay  maimed  and 
expiring :  nay,  some  officers  acted  a  part  in  this  cruel  scene 
of  assassination,  the  triumph  of  low  illiberal  minds,  unin- 
spired by  sentiment,  untinctured  by  humanity.  The  van- 
quished adventui-er  rode  off  the  field,  accompanied  by  the 
duke  of  I'erth,  lord  Eicho,  and  a  few  horsemen  ;  he  crossed 
the  water  of  Nairn,  and  retired  to  the  house  of  a  gentleman 
in  Struttharick,  where  he  conferred  with  old  lord  Lovat ; 
then  he  dismissed  his  followers,  and  wandered  about,  a 
wretched  and  solitary  fugitive,  among  the  isles  and  moun- 
tains for  the  space  of  five  months,  during  which  he  under- 
went such  a  series  of  dangers,  hardships,  and  misery,  as  no 
other  person  ever  outlived.  Thus,  in  one  short  hour,  all 
his  hope  vanished,  and  the  rebellion  was  entirely  extin- 
guished. One  would  almost  imagine,  the  conductors  of 
this  desperate  enterprise  had  conspired  their  own  destruc- 
tion, as  they  certainly  neglected  every  step  that  mig^t  have 
contributed  to  their  safety  or  success.  They  might  have 
opposed  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  passage  of  the  Spey  ; 
they  might,  by  proper  conduct,*have  afterwards  attacked  his 
camp  in  the  night,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success.  As  they 
were  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  number,  and  weakened  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills  and 
fastnesses,  where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live  cat- 
tle for  provision,  recruited  their  regiments,  and  been  joined 
by  a  strong  reinforcement,  which  was  actually  in  full  march 
to  their  assistance.  But  they  were  distracted  by  dissen- 
sions and  jealousies  :  they  obeyed  the  dictates  of  despair, 
and  wilfully  devoted  themselves  to  ruin  and  death.    When 
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Ae  news  of  the  battle  arrived  in  Engiaiid,  the  nation  was 
transported  with  joy,  and  extolled  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
as  a  hero  and  deliverer.  Both  houses  of  parliament  con# 
gratulated  his  majesty  on  the  auspicious  event.  They 
decreed,  in  the  most  solemn  maQner,  their  public  thanks  to 
his  royal  highness,  which  were  transmitted  to  hire  by  the 
speakers ;  and  the  commons,  by  bill,  added  five-and-twenty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

$  II.  Immediately  after  the  decisive  action  at  Cullo- 
den,  the  duke  took  possession  of  Inverness,  where  six-and- 
thirty  deserters,  convicted  by  a  court  martial,  were  ordered 
to  be  executed ;  then  he  detached  several  parties  to  ravage 
the  country.  One  of  these  apprehended  the  lady  Macin- 
tosh, who  was  sent  prisoner  to  Inverness.  They  did  not 
plunder  her  house,  but  drove  away  her  cattle,  though  her 
husband  was  actually  in  the  service  of  government.  The 
castle  of  lord  Lovat  was  destroyed.  The  French  prison- 
ers were  sent  to  Carlisle  and  Penrith :  Kilmarnock,  Bal- 
merino,  Cromartie,  arid  his  son  the  lord  Macleod,  were 
conveyed  by  sea  to  London ;  and  those  of  an  inferior  rank 
were  confined  in  diiferent  prisons.  The  marquis  of  TuUi- 
bardine,  together  with  a  brother  of  the  earl  of  Dunmore 
were  seized,  and  transported  to  the  Tower  of  London,  to 
which  the  earl  of  Traquire  had  been  committed  on  suspi- 
cion :  ia  a  few  months  after  the  battle  of  Culloden,  Mur- 
ray, the  pretender's  secretary,  was  apprehended ;  and  the 
eldest  son  of  lord  Lovat,  having  surrendered  himself,  was 
imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Rdinburgh.  In  a  word,  all  the 
gaols  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  capital  northwards,  were 
filled  with  those  unfortunate  captives ;  and  great  numbers 
of  them  were  crowded  together  in  the  holds  of  ships,  where 
they  perished  in  the  most  deplorable  manner,  for  want  of 
necessaries,  air,  and  exercise.  Some  rebel  chiefs  escaped  in 
two  French  frigates,  which  had  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
Lochaber  about  the  end  of  April,  and  engaged  three  ves- 
sels belonging  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  which  they  obliged 
to  retire.  Others  embarked  on  board  of  a  ship  on  the  coast 
of  Buchan ;  and  were  conveyed  to  Norway,  from  thence 
they  travelled  to  Sweden.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  duke 
of  Cumberiand  advanced  with  the  army  into  the  Highlands, 
as  far  as  Fort  Augustus,  where  he  encamped ;  and  sent  off 
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detachments  on  all  hands,  to  hunt  down  the  fugitives,  and 
lay  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword.  The  cas- 
tles of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were  plundered  and  burned : 
every  house,  hut,  or  habitation,  met  with  the  same  fate, 
without  distinction ;  all  the  cattle  and  provision  were  car- 
ried oiF:  the  men  were  either  shot  upon  the  mountains, like 
wild  beasts,  or  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of 
trial:  the  women,  after  having  seen  their  husbands  and 
fathers  murdered,  were  subjected  to  brutal  violation,  and 
then  turned  out  naked,  with  their  children,  to  starve  on  the 
barron  heaths.  One  whole  family  was  enclosed  in  a  bam, 
and  consumed  to  ashes*  Those  ministers  of  vengeance 
were  so  alert  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  that  in  a  few 
days  there  was  neither  house,  cottage,  man,  nor  beast,  to 
be  seen  in  the  compass  of  fifty  miles :  all  was  ruin,  silence, 
and  desolation. 

§  III.  The  humane  reader  cannot  reflect  upon  such  a 
scene  without  grief  and  horror :  what  then  must  have  been 
the  sensation  of  the  fugitive  prince,  when  he  beheld  these 
spectacles  of  woe,  the  dismal  fruit  of  his  ambition  ?  He^was 
now  surrounded  by  armed  troops,  that  chased  him  from 
hill  to  dale,  from  rock  to  cavern,  and  from  shore  to  shore. 
Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  without  attend- 
ants, or  any  other  support  but  that  which  the  poorest  pea- 
sant could  supply.  Sometimes  he  was  rowed  in  fisher  boats 
from  isle  to  isle,  among  the  Hebrides,  and  often  in  sight  of 
his  pursuers.  For  some  days  he  appeared  in  women's 
attire,  and  even  passed  through  the  midst  of  his  enemies 
unknown.  But,  notwithstanding  his  disguise  was  dis- 
covered, he  assumed  the  habit  of  a  travelling  mountaineer, 
and  wandered  about  among  the  woods  and  heaths,  with  a 
matted  beard  and  squalled  looks,  exposed  to  hunger,  thirst, 
and  weariness,  and  in  continual  danger  of  being  appre- 
hended. He  was  obliged  to  trust  his  life  to  the  fidelity  of 
above  fifty  individuals,  and  many  of  these  were  in  the  low- 
est paths  of  fortune.  They  knew  tha^  a  price  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  was  set  upon  his  head;  and  that,  by 
betraying  him,  they  should  enjoy  wealth  and  affluence:  but 
they  detested  the  thought  of  obtaining  riches  on  such  infa- 
mous terms,  and  ministered  to  his  necessities,  with  the 
utmost  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  own 
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destruction.  In  the  course  of  these  peregrinations,  he  was 
more  than  once  hemmed  in  by  his  pursuers,  in  such  a  man* 
ner  as  seemed  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  escaping :  yet  he 
was  never  abandoned  by  his  hope  and  recollection :  he  still 
found  some  expedient  that  saved  him  from  captivity  and 
death;  and  through  the  whole  course  of  his  distresses 
maintained  the  most  amazing  equanimity  and  good  humour. 
At  length  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,  hired  by  the  young 
Sheridan  and  some  other  Jrish  adherents,  arrived  in  Loch- 
nannach;  and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  this 
unfortunate  prince  embarked  in  the  habit  which  he  wore 
for  disguise.  His  eye  was  hollow,  his  visage  wan,  and  bis 
coDStitntion  greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  fatigue.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his  brother, 
with  a  few  other  exiles.  They  set  sail  for  France,  and 
after  having  passed  unseen,  by  means  of  a  thick  fog,  through 
a  British  squadron  commanded  by  admiral  Lestock,  and 
been  chased  by  two  Engjlish  ships  of  war,  arrived  in  safety 
at  Roseau,  near  Morlaix,  in  Bretagne.  Perhaps  he  would 
have  found  it  still  more  difficult  to  escape,  had  not  the  vig- 
ilance and  eagerness  of  the  government  been  relaxed,  in  con- 
sequence  of  a  report,  that  he  had  already  fallen  among  some 
persons  diat  were  slain  by  a  volley  from  one  of  the  duke^s 
detachments. 

$  IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rise,  progress,  and 
extinction  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament.  The 
necessary  steps  being  taken  for  quieting  the  intestine  com- 
motions of  the  kingdom,  the  two  houses  began  to  convert 
their  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  January,  the  king  repaired  to  the  house  of 
peers,  and  in  a  speech  from  the  throne  gave  his  parliament 
to  understand,  that  the  states  general,  had  made  pressing 
instances  for  his  assistance  in  the  present  conjuncture,  when 
they  were  in  such  danger  of  being  oppressed  by  the  power 
of  France  in  die  Nethertands;  that  he  had  promised  to 
cooperate  with  them  towards  opposing  the  further  progress 
of  their  enemies ;  and  even  concerted  measures  for  that 
purp9se.  He  declared  it  was  with  regret  'that  he  asked 
any  further  aids  of  his  people :  he  exhorted  them  to  watch 
over  the  public  credit ;  and  expressed  his  entire  dependence 
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on  th^ir  zeal  and  unanimity.  He  was  favoured  With  lojrti 
addresses,  couched  in  the  warmest  terms  of  duty  and  aflfecf- 
tion :  but  the  supplies  were  retarded  by  new  convulsions  in 
the  ministry.  The  earl  of  Granville  had  made  an  effort  to 
retrieve  his  iniuence  in  the  cabinet,  and  his  sovereigii 
favoured  his  pretensions.  The  two  brothers,  who  knc^ 
his  aspiring  genius,  and  dreaded  his  superior  talents,  refut 
^ed  to  admit  such  a  coUeage  into  the  administration :  they 
even  resolved  to  strengthen  the  party,  by  introducing  fresh 
auxiliaries  into  the  office  of  sUtc*  Some  of  these  were 
personally  disagreeable  to  his  majesty,  who  accordixigly 
rejected  the  suit  by  which  they  were  recommended.  -  Th^ 
duke  of  Newcastle  and  his  brother,  with  all  their  adherents, 
immediately  resigned  their  employments.  The  earl  of 
Granville  was  appointed  secretary  of  dtate;  and  resumed 
the  rems  of  administration  :  but,  finding  himself  unequal  to 
fixt  accumulated  opposition  that  preponderated  against  him ; 
foreseeing  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  secure  the  supplied 
|n  parliament ;  and  dreading  the  consequences  of  that  con«- 
fusion  which  his  restoration  had  already  produced,  he,  iH 
thre^*.  daysy  voluntarily  quitted  the  helm ;  and  his  majesty 
acquiesced  in  the  measures  proposed  by  the  opposite  partyik 
The  seals  Were  redelivered  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and 
the  earl  of  Harrington  :  Mr.  Pelham,  and  all  the  rest  who 
had  resigned,  were  reinstated  in  their  respective  cmploy- 
inents ;  ai)d  offices  were  conferred  OYi  several  individusds 
whp  had  never  before  been  in  the  service  of  the  government 
William  Pitt,  esq.  was  appointed  vice-treasurer  of  Ireland^ 
|md  soon  promoted  to  the  place  of  paymaster  general  of  the 
forces ;  at  the  same  time  the  king  declared  him  a  privy, 
counsellor.  This  gentleman  had  been  originally  designed 
for  the  army,  in  which  be  acttially  bore  a  commission ;  but 
fate  reserved  him  a  more  important  station.  In  point  of 
fortune  he  was  barely  qualified  to  be  elected  member  of 
parliament,  when  he  obtained  ^  seat  in  thfe  house  of  com- 
jnons,  where  b6  soon  outshone  all  his  compatriots.  He 
displayed,  a  surprising  extent  and  precision  of  political 
knowledge,  an  irresistible  energy  of  argument,  and  subh 
power  of  elocution,  as  struck  his  hearers  with  astonishment 
find  admirationi  It  flashed  like  the  lightning  of  heaven 
against  Hrbe  ministers  and  soi^s  pf  corruption,  blasting  where 
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it  smote,  ancl  withering  ^e  nerves  of  opposition :  but  his 
more  substantial  praise  was  founded  upon  his  disinterested 
ititegrit)^,  his  incorruptible  heart,  his  unconquerable  spirit 
of  independence,  and  his  invariable  attachment  to  the 
mterest  and  liberty  of  his  country. 

$.V.  The  quiet  of  the  ministry"  being  reestablished, 
the  bouse  of  commons  provided  for  forty  tiiousaod  seamen, 
aearly  the  same  number  of  land  forces,  besides  fifteen 
r-egiments  raised  by  the  nobility,  on  account  of  the  rebeU 
Ijon,  and  sbout  twelve  thousand  marines.  They  setded 
6iDds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Dutch  and  Hessian  troops 
diat  were  in  England,  as  well  as  for  the  subsidy  to  the  land** 
grave.  They  granted  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  to 
die  king  of  Sardinia ;  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  to 
Ae  queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
pounds  to  defray  the  expense  of  eighteen  thousand  Hano- 
verians  ;  about  three  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  subsi- 
dies to  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Cologn ;  and  'five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  in  a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  to 
his  majesty*  The  whole  charge  of  the  current  year 
amounted  to  seven  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  which  was  raised  by  the  land  and  mak  taxes,  annui- 
ties on  the  additional  duties  imposed  on  glass,  and  spirit- 
uous liquors,  a  lottery,  a  deduction  from  the  sinking  fund, 
and  exchequer  bills,  chargeable  on  the  first  aids  that  should 
be  granted  in  the  next  session  of  parliament. 

$  VI.  The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  legislature 
resolved  to  make  examples  of  those  who  had  been  concerned 
in  disturbing  the  peace  of  their  country.  In  June,  an  act 
of  attainder  was  passed  against  the  principal  persons  who 
had  embarked  in  that  desperate  undertaking ;  and  courts 
were  opened  in  different  parts  of  England,  for  the  trial  of 
the  prisoners.  Seventeen  persons  who  had  borne  arms  in 
the  rebel  army  were  executed  at  Kennington  common,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  suffered  with  great 
constancy  under  the  dreadful  tortures  which  their  sentence 
p)-escribed  :  nine  were  put  to  death,  in  the  same  manner, 
at  Carlisle  i  six  at  Brumpton,  seven  at  Penrith,  eleven  at 
York :  of  these  a  considerable  number  were  gentlemen,  an^ 
had  acted  as  ofiicers }  about  fifty  had  been  executed  as 
deserters  in  different  parts  of  Scotland  t  eighty-one  wntktti 
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the  pains  .of  the  law  as  traUors.  A  few  obtained  pardons^ 
and  a  considerable  number  were  transported  to  the  planta* 
tions.  Bills  of  indictment  for  nigh  treason  were  found 
by  the  county  of  Surry  against  the  earls  of  Kilmarnock 
and  Cromartie,  and  lord  Balmerino.  These  noblemen 
were  tried  by  their  peers  in  Westminster  hall,  the  lord 
chancellor  presiding  as  lord  hi|^  steward  for  the  occasion. 
The  two  earls  confessed  their  crimes,  and  in  pathetic 
speeches  recommended  themselves  to  his  majesty's  mercy. 
Lord  Balmerino  pleaded  not  guilty  :  he  denied  his  having 
been  at  Carlisle  at  the  time  specified  in  the  indictment,  but 
this  exception  was  overruled :  then  he  moved  a  point  of  law 
in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard  by  his 
counsel.  ^  They  might  have  expatiated  on  the  hardship  of 
being  tidied  by  an  ex  post  facto  law,  and  claimed  the  privi- 
lege of  trial  in  the  county  where  the  act  of  treason  was 
said  to  have  been  committed.  The  same  hardship  was 
imposed  upon  all  the  imprisoned  rebels :  they  were  dragged 
in  captivity  to  a  strange  tountry,  far  from  their  friends  and 
connexions,  destitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence  in 
their  favour,  even  if  they  had  been  innocent  of  the  charge. 
Balmerino  waved  this  plea,  and  submitted  to  the  court, 
which  pronounced  sentence  of  death  upon  him  and  his  two 
associates.  Cromartie's  life  was  spared :  but  the  other  two 
were  beheaded,  in  the  month  of  August,  on  Tower  hill. 
Kilmarnock  was  a  nobleman  of  finje  personal  accomplish- 
ments ;  he  had  been  educated  in  revolution  principles,  and 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,  partly  from  the  desperate  situation ' 
of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from  resentment  to  the  govern- 
ment, on  his  being  deprived  of  a  pension  which  he  had 
for  some  time  enjoyed.  He  was  convinced  of  his  having 
acted  criminally,  and  died' with  marks  of  penitence  and 
contrition.  Balmerino  had  been  bred  up  to  arms,  and  acted 
upon  principle  :  he  was  gallant,  brave,  rough,  and  resolute  ; 
he  eyed  the  implements  of  death  with  the  roost  careless 
familiarity,  and  seemed  to  triumph  in  his  sufferings.  In 
November,  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  the  titular  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
who  had  been  taken  in  a  ship  bound  ^to  Scotland,  was 
arraigned  on  a  former  sentence,  passed  against  him  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen :  he  refused 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  court,  and  pleaded  that 
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he  was  a  subject  of  France,  honoured  wijth  a  commission  in  the 
service  of  his  most  christian  majesty.  The  identity  of  his.per- 
soD  bebg  proved,  a  rule  was  made  for  his  execution ;  and 
on  the  eighth  day  of  December  he  suffered  decapitation  with 
the  most  perfect  composure  and  serenity.  Lord  Lovat, 
DOW  turned  of  fourscore,  was  impeached  by  the  commons, 
and  tried  in  Westminster  hall  before  the  lord  high  steward. 
John  Murray,  secretary  to  the  princ^  pretender,  an4  some 
of  his  own  domestics  appearing  against  him,  he  was  con- 
victcfd  of  high  treason,  and  condemned.  Notwithstanding 
his  age,  infirmities  and  the  recollection  of  his  conscience, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  not  altogether  void  of  offence, 
he  died  like  an  old  Roman,  exclaiming,  *'*'  dulce  et  decorum 
*'  est  pro  patria  morV^  He  surveyed  the  crowd  with 
attention,  examined  the  axe,  jested  with  the  executioner,  and 
laid  his  head  upon  the  block  with  the  utmost  indifference. 
From  this  last  scene  of  his  life  one  would  have  concluded, 
that  he  had  approved  himself  a  patriot  from  his  youth,  and 
never  deviated  from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

§  VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent,  did  not 
expire  at  the  election  of  an  emperor,  and  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire.  On  the 
contrary,  it  raged  with  double  violence  in  consequence  of 
these  events ;  for  the  force  that  was  before  divided  being 
now  united  in  one  body,  exerted  itself  with  great  vigour 
and  rapidity.  The  states  general  were  overwhelmed  with 
consternation*  Notwithstanding  the  pains  they  had  taken 
to  avoid  a  war,  and  the  condescension  with  which  they  had 
soothed  and  supplicated  the  French  monarch  in  repeated 
embassies  smd  memorials,  they  saw  themselves  stripped  of 
their  barrier,  and  once  more  in  danger  of  being  over- 
whelmed by  that  ambitious  nation.  The  city  of  Brussels  had 
been  reduced  during  the  winter  ;  so  that  the  enemy  were  in 
possession  of  all  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  except  a  few 
fortresses*  Great  part  of  the  forces  belonging  to  the 
republic  were  restricted  from  action  by  capitulations,  to 
which  they  had  subscribed.  The  states  were  divided  in 
dieir  counsels  between  the  two  factions  which  had  long  sub- 
sisted. They  trembled  at  the  prpspect  of  seeing  Zealand 
invaded  in  the  spring.  The  Orange  party  loudly  called  for 
an  augmentation  of  their  forces  by  sea  and  land,  that  they 
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might  prosecute  the  war  widi  vigour.  The  common  people, 
fond  of  novelty,  dazzled  by  the  splendor  of  greatness, 
and  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  but  a  chief  was  wanting 
to  their  security,  demanded  the  prince  of  Orange  as  a  sudt- 
holder;  and  even  mingled  menaces  with  their  demands. 
The  opposite  faction  dreaded  alike  the  power  of  a  stadt- 
holder  i  the  neighbourhood  of  a  French  army,  and  die 
seditious  disposition  of  the  populace.  An  ambassador  wa$ 
sent  to  London  with  representations  of  the  imminent  dan* 
gers  which  threatened  the  republic,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
solicit  in  the  most  pressing  terms  the  assistance  of  his  Bii^ 
tannic  nfajesty,  that  the  allies  might  have  a  superiority  in 
the  Netherlands  by  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  The 
king  was  very  well  disposed  to  comply  with  their  request ; 
but  the  rebellion  in  his  kingdom,  and  the  dissensions  in  his 
cabinet,  had  retarded  the  supplies,  and  embarrassed  him  so 
much,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  make  those  early  pre- 
parations that  were  necessary  to  check  the .  career  of  the 
enemy.    , 

§  VIII.  The  king  of  France,  with  his  general,  the 
count  de  Saxe,'took  the  field  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  and 
advanced  towards  the  allies,  who,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and-forty  thousand,  were  intrenched  behind  the  Demer^ 
under  the  conduct  of  the  Austrian  general  Bathiani,  who 
retired  before  them,  and  took  post  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Breda,  the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant.  Mareschal  Saxe 
immediately  invested  Antwerp,  which  ki  a  few  days  was 
surrendered.  Then  he  appeared  before  the  strong  town  of 
Mons  in  Hainault,  with  an  irresistible  train  of  arttUery,  an 
immense  quantity  of  bombs  and  warlike  implements.  H« 
carried  on  his  approaches  with  stich  unabating  impetuosity, 
that,  notwithstanding  a  very  vigorous  defence,  the  garrison 
was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twcnt3r-seventh  day  of 
June,  in  about  eight-and-twenty  d^ys  after  the  place  had 
been  invested.  Sieges  were  not  now  carried  on  by  the 
tedious  method  of  sapping.  The  French  king  found  it 
much  more  expeditious  dnd  effectual  to  bring  into  the  field 
a  prodigious  train  of  b^ering  cannon,  and  enormous  mor^ 
tars,  that  kept  up  such  a  fire  as  no  garrison  could  sustaitf^ 
and  discharged  such  an  ini:e^ant  hail  of  bombs  and  bullets, 
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•8  in  a  very  little  time  reduced  to  mills  the  place,  widi 
m  its  fortifications.  Su  Guislain  and  Charleroy  met  witb 
the  fate  of  Mons  and  Antwerp :  so  that  by  the  middle  of 
July  the  French  king  was  absolute,  master  of  Flanders^ 
Brabant,  and  Hainault. 

^  $  IX.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  by  this  time, 
MSumed  the  command  of  the  confederate  army  at  Ter* 
heyde,  which  being  reinforced  by  the  Hessian  troops  from 
Scotland,  and  a  fresh  body  of  Austrians  under  count  Palfi, 
funounted  to  eighty-seven  thousand  men,  including  the 
Putch  forces  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Wakleck.  The 
generals,  auppoiing  the  next  storm  would  fall  upon  Namur^ 
marched  towards  tt^at  place,  and  took  post  in  an  advatt« 
tageous  situation  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  July,  in  sight  of 
the  French  army,  which  was  encamped  at  G^mblours. 
Here  they  remained  till  the  eighth  day  of  August,  when  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  count  Lowen- 
dahl,  took  possession  of  Huy,  where  he  found  a  large 
magazine  belonging  to  the  confederates ;  and  their  commu- 
nication with  Maestricht  was  cut  off,  mareschal  Saxe^  on  the 
other  side,  took  his  measures  so  well,  that  they  were  utterly 
deprived  of  all  subsistence.  Then  prince  Charles,  retiring 
across  the  Maese,  abandoned  Namur  to  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy,  by  whom  it  was  immediately  invested.  Tht 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  second  day  of  September ; 
and  the  garrison,  consisting  of  seven  thousand  Austrians, 
defended  themselves  with  equal  skill  and  resolution :  but 
the  cannoi^ading  and  bombardment  were  so  terrible,  that  in 
^  few  days  the  place  Was  converted  into  a  heap  of  rubbish ; 
and  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month  the  French  mon- 
iu-ch  took  possession  of  this  strong  fortress,  which  had 
formerly  sustained  such  dreadful  attacks.  Meanwhile 
the  allied  army  encamped  at  Maestricht  were  joined  by  sir 
John  Ligonier,  with  some  British  and  Bavarian  battalions ; 
^d  prince  Charles  resolved  to  give  the  enemy  battle. 
With  this  v^ew  he  passed  the  Mease  on  the  thirteenth  day 
<d  September,  and  advanced  toward^  mareschal  Saxe,  whom 
he  found  so  advantageously  posted  at  Tongres,  that  h^^ 
thought  proper  to  march  back  to  Maestricht.  On  the 
tw|;nty-sixth  day  of  September  he  crossed  the  Jaar  in  his 
retreat;  and  his  rear  was  attacked  by  th^  enemy,  who 
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were  repulsed.  But  eouiit  Saxe  being  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  count  de  Clermont,  determined 
to  bring  the  confederates  to  an  engagement.  On  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  the  month  he  passed  the  Jaar;  while  he  took 
possession  of  the  villages  of  Liers,  Warcm,  and  Roucoux, 
drew  up  their  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  giving  him  a  warm  reception.  On  the  first  day 
of  October  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns ;  and  a 
terrible  cannonading  began  about  noon.  At  two  oVlock 
prince  Waldeck  on  the  left  was  charged  with  great  fury  j 
dnd  after  an  obstinate  defence  overpowered  by  numbers* 
The  villages  were  attacked  in  cplumns,  and  as  one  brigade 
was  repulsed  another  succeeded ;  so  that  the  allies  were 
obliged  to  abandon  these  posts,  and  retreat  towards  Maes- 
tricht,  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men,  and  thirty  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  victory,  however,  cost  the  French  gene- 
ral a  much  greater  number  of  lives;  and  was  attended 
with  no  solid  advantage.  Sir  John  Ligonier,  the  earls  of 
Crawford**  and  Rothes,  brigadier  Douglas,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  British  troops,  distinguished  themselves  by 
th^ir  gallantry  ^nd  conduct  on  tliis  occasion.  This  action 
terminated  the  campaign.  The  allies  passing  the  Maese, 
took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  the  dutchies  of  Limburgh 
and  Luxembourg ;  while  the  French  cantoned  their  troops 
in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  conquered. 


q  This  nobleman,  so  remarkable  for  his  eonrage  and  thirst  of  gloiy,  ex- 
hibited a  very  extraordinary  instance  of  presence  of  mind  on  the  moniing  that 
preceded  this  battle.'  He  and  some  rolunteers,  accompanied  by  his  aided ucamp, 
and  attended  by  two  onleriy  <lra^na,  had  rode  out  before  day  to  reconnoitre  the 
situation  of  the  enemy ;  and  fell  in  upon  one  of  their  advanced  guards.  The  ser- 
geant who  commanded  it  immediately  turned  out  his  men,  and  their  pieces  were 
presented  when  the  eaH  first  perceived  them  Without  betraying  the  least  mark 
*  of  disorder,  he  rode  up  to  the  sergeant,  and  assuming  the  character  of  a  French 
general,  told  him  in  that  language,  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  such  ceremony. 
Then  he  asked,  if  they  had  pei*ceived  anjr  of  the  enemy's  p&rties  ?  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  "  Very  well  (said  he)  be  upon  your  guard ;  and  if  you 
•«  should  be  attacked,  1  will  take  care  that  you  shall  be  sustained."  So  saying,*  he 
and  his  company  retired,  before  the  sergeant  could  recollect  himself  from  the 
flurprise  occasioned  by  this  unexpected  address.  In  all  probability  he  was  soon 
sensible  of  his  mistake ;  for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  publicly  mentioned  in 
the  French  army.  The  prince  of  Tingay,  an  officer  in  the  Austrii^i  service, 
having  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  battle  that  ensued,  dined  with  mar^schal  count 
8axe,  who  dismissed  him  on  his  parole^and  desired  he  would  charge  himself  with 
a  facetious  compliment  to  his  old  friend  the  earl  of  Crawford.  He  wished  his 
lorrlship  joy  of  being  a  French  general,."  and  said  he  could  not  help  being  dis- 
pleased with  the  sergeant,  a«  he  had  not  procured  him  the  honour  of  his  lord-s 
a|)ip's  oompi^Dy  t  dinner. 
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$  X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was^akogedier  unfavour- 
able to  the  French  and  Spaniards*  Hie  house  of  Austria 
being  no  longer  pressed  on  the  side  of  Germany,  was 
enabled  to  make  the  stronger  efibrts  in  this  country'  1  and 
the  British  subsidy  encouraged  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  act 
with  redoabled  vivacity.  Mareschal  MaiUebois  occupied 
the  greater  part  of  Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thousand 
men.  Don  Philip  and  the  couxU  de  Gages,  were  at  the 
head  of  a  greater  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan ; 
and  ttie  duke  of  Modena,  with  eight  thousand,  secured  his 
oirn  dominions.  The  king  of  Sardinia  augmented  his 
forces  to  six-and- thirty  thousand ;  and  the  Austrian  army, 
under  the  prince  of  Lichtenstein,  amounted  to  a  much 
greater  number ;  so  that  the  e^emy  were  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  acting  on  the  defensive,  and  retired  towards 
the  Mantua.  In  February,  baron  Leutrum,  the  Piedmontese 
general,  invested  and  took  the  strong  fortress  of  Aste*  He 
afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of  Alexandria,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in  the  winter,  reduced  Casal, 
recovered  Valencia,  and  obliged  MaiUebois  to  retire  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Genoa.  On  the  other  side,  Don  Philip 
aad  count  Gages,  abandoned  Milan,  Pavia,  and  Parma, 
retreating  before  the  Austrians  with  the  utmost  precipita* 
tion  to  Placeotia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the  third 
of  ]uae  by  the  French  forces  under  MaiUebois. 

$  XI.  Before  this  junction  was  effected,  the  Spanish 
general,  Fignatelli,  had  passed  the  river  Po  in  the  night  with 
a  strong  detachment,  and  benten  up  the  quarters  of  seven 
thousand  Austrians  posted  at  Codogno.  Don  PhUip,  find- 
ing himself  at  the  head  of  two-and- fifty  thousand  men  by 
his  junction  with  the  French  general,  resolved  to  attack  the 
Austrians  in  their  camp  at  San  Lazaro,  before  they  should 
be  reinforced  by  his  Sardinian  majesty.  Accordingly,  on 
the  fo^rth  day  of  June  in  the  evening,  he  marched  with 
equal  silence  and  expedition,  and  entered  the  Austrian 
trenches  about  eleven,  when  a  desperate  battle  ensued. 
The  Austrians  were  prepared  for  the  attack,  which  they 
sustained  with  great  vigour  tUl  morning.  Th^n  they  quitted 
their  intrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  their  turn 
with  such  fui*y,  that  after  an  obstinate  resistance  the  com- 
Uaed  army  was  broke,  and  retired  with  precipitation  to 
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Placentia,  leaving  on  the  field  fifteen  thousand  men  kiUed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  together  with  sixty  colours,  and  ten 
pieces  of  artiUery.  In  a  few  weeks  the  Austrians  were 
joined  by  the  Piedmontese :  the  king  of  Sardinia  assumed 
the  chief  command ;  and  prince  Lichtenstein  being  indis- 
posed, his  place  was  supplied  by  the  marquis  de  Botta. 
Don  Philip  retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  and  extend- 
ed his  conquests  in  the  open  country  of  the  Milanese.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  called  a  cx>uncil  of  war,  in  which  it  was 
determined  that  he  should  pass  the  river  with  a  strong  body 
of  troops,  in  order  to  straiten  the  enemy  on  one  side ;  while 
the  marquis  de  Botta  should  march  uptheTydone,to  cutoff 
their  communication  with  Placentia.  They  forthwith  quit- 
ted all  the  posts  they  had  occupied  between  the  Lambro 
and  Adda,  resolving  to  repass  the  Po,  and  retreat  to  Tor- 
tona.  With  this  view  they  threw  bridges  of  boats  over  that 
fiver,  and  began  to  pass  on  the  ninth  day  of  August  in  the 
evenihg.  They  were  attacked  at  Rotto  Freddo  by  a  de- 
tachment of  Austrians,  under  general  Serbelloni,  who  main- 
tained the  engagement  till  ten  in  the  morning,  when  Botta 
arrived :  the  battle  was  renewed  with  redoubled  rage,  and 
lasted  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  retired  in 
great  disorder  to  Tortona,  with  the  loss  of  eight  thousand 
men,  a  good  number  of  colours  and  standards,  and  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  victory  cost  the  Austrians  four 
thousand  men  killed  upon  the  spot,  including  the  gallant 
general  Bemclau.  ^The  victors  immediately  summoned 
f^lacentia  to  surrender ;  and  the  garrison,  consisting  of  nine 
thousand  men,  were  made  prisoners  of  war :  Don  Philip 
continued  his  retreat^  and  of  6^1  his  forces  brought  six-and- 
|wenty  thousand  only  into  the  territories  of  Genoa. 

^  XII.  The  Piedmontese  and  Austrians  rejoining  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tortona,  of  which 
they  took  possession  without  resistance,  while  the  enemy 
sheltered  themselves  under  the  cannon  of  Genoa.  They 
did  not  long  continue  in  this  situation :  for  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  August  they  were  again  in  motion,  and  retired 
into  Provence.  The  court  of  Madrid  imputing  the  bad 
success  of  this  campaign  to  the  misconduct  of  count  Gages, 
re€aUe4  that  general,  and  sent  the  marquis  de  las  Minas  to 
resut^e  the  command  of  the  forces*     In  the  mean  time. 
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the  victoriouB  tKmfederates  appefured  before  Oenoa  on  the 
JMirth  day  of  December :  and  the  senate  of  that  city  think"* 
wg  it  incapabk  of  defence,  submitted  to  a  very  mortifying 
capitulation,  by  which  the  gates  were  delivered  up  to  the 
Austrians,  together  with  all  their  arms,  artillery,  md  am* 
munition;  and  the  city  was  subjected  to  the  mo^t  cruel 
contributions.  The  msurquis  de  Bottn  beittg  left  at  Geiu)a 
with  sij^een  thousand  men,  the  king  of  Sardinia  resciWed 
to  pass  the  Var,  and  pursue  the  French  and  Spaniards  ia^ 
Provence :  but,  that  nftonarch  being  seized  with  the  smaU^ 
pox,  the  conduct  of  thb  expedition  was  intrusted  to  wuaf 
Brown,  an  Austrian  general  of  Irish'  eidjract,  who  had  given 
repeated  proofs  of  uncommon  vakmr  and  .capadtyi  He  was 
on  this  occasion  assisted  by  vice-admiral  Medley^  wtM>  eom<* 
mandol  the  British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean*  The 
French  forces  had  fortified  the  paasesiof  the  Var,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  marescbal  de  Bellet^le^  who  thought  proper 
to  abandon  his  posts  at  the  approach  t>f  count  Brown;  and 
this  general^  at  the  head  •  of  fifty,  thousand  men,  paased  the 
river,  without :  opposition,  xm  the  ninth  day  of  November. 
W))tle  he  advaneed  as  £ar  as  Draguigmai,  laying  the  open 
country  under  coiitributi0a^  batonr  Rqlh,  with  four-and- 
twen^  ba.ttaliopg,  invested  Amibts,  which  was  at  the  same 
time  boHEibarded  on  the  side,  of  the  sea  by  the  British 
squadrcm*  The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  September:  but  Belleisle  having  assembled  a  numerous 
army,  superior  to  that  of  the  confederates,  and  the  Genoese 
having  expeUed  their  Austrian  guests,  count  Brown  aban* 
doned  the  enterprise,  and  repassed  die  Var,  not  without 
some  damage  from  the  enemy* 

§  XIII.  The  court  of  Vienna,  which  has  alvrays  patro** 
nised  oppression,  exacted  such  heavy  contribution  from  the 
Genoese,  and  its  directions  were  so  rigorously  put  into 
execution,  that  the  people  were  reduced  to  deqpair;  and 
resolved  to  make  a  last  effort  for  the  recovery  of  their 
liberty  and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  took  arms  'm 
secret,  seized  several  important  posts  of  the  city  s  surprised 
'ftome  battalions  of  the^Austrians;  surro^indedi  others,  and 
cut  them  in  pieces ;  and,  in  a  word,  drove  them  out  with 
great  slaughter.  The  marquis  de  Botta  acted  with  caution 
and  spirit :  but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  apd  appre* 


2Q  HISTORY  CW  ENGLAND.  1745^ 

heBftive  of  the  peasants  in  the  coontiy,  who  weie  in  arms, 
he  retreated  to  die  pass  of  the  Brochetta  on  the  side  of  Loni* 
bardy,  where  he  secured  lumself  in  an  advantageous  situa- 
tion, until  he  could  receive  reinforcements.  The  loss  he 
had  sustained  at  Genoa  did  not  hinder  him  firon^  reducing 
Savona,  a  seaport  town  belonging  to  that  republic ;  and  he 
afterwsotls  made  himself  master  of  Gavi«  The  Genoese, 
on  the  contrary,  exerted  themselves  with  wonderful  indus- 
try in  ferUfying  their  city,  raising  troops,  and  in  taking 
odier  measures  for  a  vigorous  defence,  in  case  they  should 
again  be  insulted.  v 

$  XIV*  l*he  naval  transactions  of  this  year  reflected 
very  little  honour  on  the  British  nation.  Commodore 
Peyton,  who  commanded  six  ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies, 
shamefully  declined  a  decisive  engagement  with  a  French 
squadron  of  inferior  force  ;  and  abandoned  the  importimt 
settlement  of  Madras  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  which 
was  taken  without  opposition  in  the  month  of  September  by 
the  French  commodore,  de  la  Bourdonntts.  Fort  St. 
David,  and  the  other  British  factories  in  India,  would  pro- 
bably have  shared  the  saoie  fate,  had  not  the  enemy's  naval 
forte  in  that  country  been  shattered  and  pardy  destroyed 
by  a  terrible  tempest.  No  event  of  consequence  happened 
in  America,  though  it  was  a  scene  that  seemed  to  promise 
the  greatest  success  to  the  arms  of  England*  The  reduc- 
tion of  Cape  Breton  had  encouraged  the  ministry  to  project 
the  conquest  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  situated 
upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Commissions  were  sent  to 
the  governors  of  the  British  colonies  in  North  America, 
empowering  them  to  raise  companies  to  join  the  armament 
from  England ;  and  eight  thousand  troops  were  actually 
raised  in  consequence  of  these  directions ;  while  a  power- 
ful squadron  and  transports,  having  six  regiments  on  board, 
were  prepared  at  Portsmouth  for  this  expedition.  But 
their  departure  was  postponed  by  unaccountable  delays, 
until  the  season  was  judged  too  far  advanced  to  risk  the 
great  ships  on  the  boisterous  coast  of  North  America. 
That  the  armament,  however,  might  not  be  wholly  useless 
to  the  nation,  it  was  employed  in  making  a  descent  upon 
the  coast  of  Bretagne,  on  the  supposition  that  port  L'Ori- 
ent,  ^e  repository  of  all  the^  stores  and  ships  belonging  to 
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the  French  East  India  company,  miglit  be  sarprised ;  or, 
diat  this  inraaioii  would  alarm  the  enemy,  and,  by  making 
a  diversion,  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Austrian  general 
in  Provence. 

$  XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  the  service  con- 
list^  of  sixteen  great  ships,  and  eight  frigates,  besides 
bombketdies  and  storeships,  commanded  by  Richard  Lea- 
tod[,  appointed  admiral  of  the  blue  division.     Six  battal- 
ions of  land  troops,  with  a  detachment  of  matrosses  and 
bombardiers,  were  embarked  in  thirty  transports,  under  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant  general  Sinclair ;  and  the  whole  fleet 
set  sadl  for  Plymouth  on  the  fcmrteenth  day  of  September. 
On  Ac  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed  in  Quimperlay 
bsy,  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  from  port  L'Ori^t.     The 
militia,  reinforced  by  some  detachments  from  different  regi- 
ments, were  assembled  to  the  number  of  two  thousand,  and 
seemed  resolved  to  oppose  the  disembarkation :  but,  seeing 
the  British  troops  determined  to  land  at  all  events,  they 
thought    proper   to   retire.      Next   day   general   Sinclair 
advanced/into  the  country,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
kb  route ;  and  arriving  at  the  village  of  Plemure,  within 
half  a  league  from  port  L'Orient,  summoned  diat  place  to 
surrender.     He  was  visited  by  a  deputation  from  the  town, 
which  offered  to  admit  the  British  forces,  on  condition  that 
they  should  be  restrained  from  pilla^ng  the  inhabitants, 
and  touching  the  magazines ;  and  that  they  should  pay  a 
jost  price  for  their  jn^visions.    These  terms  being  rejected, 
the  inhabitants  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence ;  and  the 
English   general  resolved  to   besiege  the  place  in  form^ 
though  he  had  neither  time,  artillery,  nor  forces  sufficient 
for  such  an  enterprise.     This  strange  resolution  was  owing 
to  the  declaration  of  the  en^gineers,  who  promised  to  lay  the 
place  in  ashes  in  the  space  of  four-and-twenty  hours.     All 
his  cannon  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  few  fieldpieces ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  two  iron  guns,  which  the 
sailors  dragged  op  from  the  shipping.     Had  he  given -the 
assault  on  the  first  night  after  his  arrival,  when  the  town 
was  filled  with  terror  and  confusion^  and  destitute  of  regu- 
lar troops,  in  all  probability  it  would  have  been  easily  taken 
by  scalade :  but  the  reduction  of  it  was  rendered  impracti- 
cable by  his  delay.     The  ramparts  were  mounted  with  can- 
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non  from  the  ships  in  the  harbour :  new  Wfurks  ¥fere  i^ised 
with  great  industry :  the  garrison  was  remforccd  by  saw* 
eral  bodies  of  regular  tr<x>ps  f  and  great  numbers  wbre 
assembling  from  all  parts ;  so  that  the  British  forces  tiere 
in  danger  of  being  surrounded  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  thc^  opened  a 
small  battery  against  the  town,  which  was  set  cm  £re  in 
several  pla(;es  by  their  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets :  diejr 
likewise  repulsed  part  of  the  garrison  which  had  made  a 
sally  to  destroy  their  works :  but  their  cannon  producing 
no  effect  upon  the  fortifications,  the  fire  from  the  town 
daily  increasing,  the  engineers  owning  they  could  not  per- 
form their  promise,  and  admiral  Lestock  declaring,  in 
repeated  messages,  that  he  could  no  longer  expose  the  sjtips 
on  an  open  coast  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  general  Sin* 
clair  abandoned  the  siege.  Having  caused  the  two  iron 
pieces  of  cannon  and  the  mortars  to  be  spiked,  he  retraated 
in  good  order  to  the  seaside,  where  his  troops  were  recm- 
barked,  having  sustained  very  inconsiderable  damage  since 
their  first  landing.  He  expected  reinforcements  from  Eng* 
land,  and  was  resolved  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  their  arri^ 
val,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy  more  effectu- 
ally. In  the  beginning  of  October  the  fleet  sailed  to 
Quiberon  bay,  where  they  destroyed  the  Ardent,  a  French 
ship  of  war  of  sixty-four  guns :  and  a  detachment  of  the 
forces  being  landed,  took  possession  of  a  fort  on  the  penin- 
sula; while  the  little  islands  of  Houat  and  Hey  die  were 
reduced  by  the  sailors.  In  this ,  situation  the  admiral  and 
general  continued  till  the  seventeeth  day  of  the  month,  when 
the  forts  being  dismantled,  and  the  troops  reembarked,  the 
fleets  sailed  from  the  French  coast :  the  admiral  returned 
to  England,  and  the  transports  with  the  soldiers  proceeded 
to  Ireland,  where  they  arrived  in  safety. 

§  XVI.  This  expedition,  weak  and  frivolous  as  it  may 
seem,  was  resented  by  the  French  nation  as  on^  of  the 
greatest  insults  they  had  ever  sustained ;  and  demonstrated 
the  possibility  of  hurting  France  in  her  tenderest  parts,  by 
means  of  an  armament  of  this  nature,  well  timed,  and  vigor- 
ously conducted.  Indeed,  nothing  could  be  more  absurd 
or  precipitate  than  an  attempt  to  distress  the  enemy  by 
landing  a  handful  of  troops,  without  draft  horses,  tents,  or 
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ntSleryy  Irom  a  fleet  of  ships  lying  on  an  open  beach,  expo* 
sed  to  the  uncertainty  of  weather  in  the  most  tempestuous 
season  of  the  year,  so  as  to  render  the  retreat  and  reem* 
baiication  altogether  precarious.     The  British  squadrons  in 
the  West  Indies  performed  no  exploit  of  consequence  in 
the  course  of  this  year*  ^  The  commerce  was  but  indiffer- 
endy  protected.    Commo<lore  Lee,  stationed  off  Martinico^ 
allowed  a  French  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  and  their  convoy, 
to  pass    by   his   squadron   unmolested;    and  commodore 
Mitchel  behared    scandalously   in  a  rencontre   with  the 
French  squadron,  under  the  conduct  of  monsieur  de  Con- 
flans,  who*  in  his  return  to  Europe  took  the  Severn,  an  Eng* 
lish  ship  of  fifty  guns.     The  cruisers  on  all  sides,  English^ 
French,  and  Spaniards,  were  extremely  alert ;  and  though 
the  English  lost  the  greater  number  of  ships,  this  difference 
was  more  than  overbalanced  by  the  superior  value  of  the 
prizes  taken  from  the  enemy.     In  the  course  of  this  year 
two-and-twenty  Spanish  privateers,  and  sixty-six  merchant 
vessels,  including  ten  register  ships,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  cruisers :  from  the  French  they  took  seven  ship^ 
of  war,  ninety  privateers,  and  about  three  hundred  ships  of 
c6mmerce.     The  new  king  of  Spain*"  being  supposed  well 
sheeted  to  the  British  nation,  an  effort  was  made  to  detach 
him  from*  the  interest  of  France,  by  means  of  the  marquis 
de  Tabemega,  who  had  formerly  been  his  favourite,  and 
resided  many  years  as  a  refugee  in  England.     This  noble* 
man  preceeded  to  Lisbon,  where  a  negotiation  was  set  on 
foot  with  the  count  of  Madrid.     But  his  efforts  miscarried : 
and  the  influence  of  the  queen  mother  continued  to  pre« 
dominate  in  the  Spanish  counsels.     The'states  general  had 
for  some  years  endeavoured  to  promote  a  pacification  by 
remonstrances,  and  even  entreaties,  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
8aiUes :  the  French  king  at  leingth  discovered  an  inclination 
to  peace,  and  in  September  a  congress  was  opened  at  Breda, 
the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant,  wh^re  the  plenipotentiaries 


r  In  the  montli  of  July,  Philip  kineof  Spain.,  dying  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his 
t^C)  was  soeceeded  by  his  eldest  «on  Ferdinand,  bom  of  Maria*  Louisa  Qabrieku 
lister  to  the  late  king  of  Sardinia.  He  espoused  Donna  Maria  Magdalena,  infanta  of 
Portngtl,  bat  had  no  issue:  ITiflip  was  but  two  days  survived  by  his  daughter,  the 
<^uphtness  of  France.  The  same  month  was  remarkable  for  the  death  of  Chris- 
tiero  yi.  king  of  Denmark,  succeeded  by  his  son  Frederick  V.  who  had  manied 
ue  prineess  LouiBaiyoaBgett  dsoi^ter  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
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..  of  the  emperor,  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  were 
assembled:  but  the  French  were  so  insolent  in  their 
demands,  that  the  conferences  were  soon  interrupted. 

§  XVII.  The  p^liament  of  Great  Britain  meeting  in 
November,  the  king  exhorted  them  to  concert  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition  the  proper  measures  for  pursuing  the  war 
with  vigour,  that  the  confederate  army  in  the  Netherlands 
might  be  seasonably  augmented ;  he,  likewi/e,  gave  them 
to  understand,  that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support 
of  his  civil  government  had  for  some  years  past  fallen  short 
of  the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  parliament ;  and 
said  he  relied  on  their  known  affection  to  find  out  some 
method  to  make  good  this  deficiency.  As  all  those  who 
had  conducted  the  opposition  were  now  concerned  in  the 
administration,  little  or  no  objection  was  niade  to  any 
demand  or  proposal  of  the  government  and  its  ministers, 
l^e  commons  having  considered  the  estimates,  voted  forty  . 
thousand  seamen  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and 
about  sixty  thousand  land  forces,  including  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  marines.  They  granted  four  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  pounds  to  the  empress  queen  of  Hun* 
gary ;  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  the  king  of  Sar* 
dinia ;  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  for  the  main- 
tenance of  eighteen  thousand  Hanoverian  auxiliaries ;  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven 
pounds  for  six  thousand  Hessians ;  subsidies  to  the  electors 
of  Cologn,  Mentz,  and  Bavaria ;  and  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  to  enable  his  majesty  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  advantage.  In  a  word,  the  supplies  amounted 
to  nine  millions  four  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds;  a  sum  almost  incredible,'if 
we  consider  how  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained  of 
its  treasure.  It  was  raised  by  the  usual  taxes,  reinforced 
with  new  impositions  on  windows,  carriages,  and  spirituous 
liquors,  a  lottery,  and  a  loan  froip  the  sinking  fund.  The 
new  taxes  were  mortgaged  for  four  millions  by  transferable 
annuities,  at  an  interest  of  four,  and  a  premium  of  ten  per 
centum.  By  reflecting  on  these  enormous  grants,  one 
would  imagine  the  ministry  had  been  determined  to  impo- 
verish the  nation :  but,  from  the  eagerness  and  expedition 
with  which  the  people  subscribed  for  the  money,  one  would 
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conclude  that  the  riches  of  the  kiagdom  were  inexhausti- 
ble.   It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  sapplies  of 
this  year  exceeded,  by  two  millions  and  a  half,  the  greatest 
annual  sum  that  was  raised  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
though  she  maintained  as  great  a  number  of  troops  as  was 
now  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  armies  and  fleets 
acquired  every  year  fresh  harvests  of  glory  and  advantage ; 
whereas  this    war  had  proved  an   almost   uninterrupted 
series  of  .events  big  with  disaster  and  dishonour.     During 
the  last  two  years,  the  naval  expense  of  England  had  ex- 
ceeded that  of  France  about  five  millions  sterling :  though 
her  fleets  had  not  obtained  one  signal  advantage  over  the 
enemy  at  sea,  nor  been  able  to  protect  her  commerce  from 
iheir  depredations.     She  was  at  once  a  prey  to  her  declared 
adversaries  and  professed  friends.     Before  the  end  of  sum- 
mer she  numbered  among  her  mercenaries  two   empresses, 
five  German   princes,  and  a  powerful  monarch,  whom  she 
hired  to  assist  her  in  trimming  tihe  balance  of   Europe,  in 
which  they  themselves  were  immediately  interested,  and 
she  had  no  more  than  a  secondary  concern.      Had  these 
fruidess  subsidies  been  saved ;  bad  the  national  revenue 
been  applied  with  economy   to  national  purposes ;  had  it 
been  employed  in  liquidating  gradually  the  public  incum- 
brances ;  in  augmenting  the  navy,  improving  manufactures, 
encouraging  and  securing  the  colonies,  and  extending  trade 
and  navigation ;  corruption  would  have  become  altogether 
unnecessary,  and  disaffection  would   have  vanished:    the 
people  WQuld  have  been  eased  of  their  burdens,  and  ceased 
to  complain :  commerce  would  have  flourished,  and  pro- 
duced such  aflluence  as  must  have  raised  Great  Britain  t9 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  maritime  power,  above  all  rivalshtp 
or  competiti(m.      She   would  have   been  dreaded  by  her 
enemies ;  revered  by   her   neighbours  :  oppressed  nations 
would  have  crept  under  her  wings  for  protection ;  con*- 
tending  potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  decision; 
and  she  would  have  shone  the  universal  arbitress  of  Europe. 
How  different  is  her  present  situation !  her  debts  afe  enor- 
mous,   her    taxes    intolerable,    her   ^ople    discontented, 
and  the  sinews  of  her  government  relaxed.     Without  con- 
duct, confidence,  or  concert,  she  engages  in  blundering  ne- 
gotiations :  she  involves  herself  rashly  in  foreign  quarrels, 
Vol.  Ill'  D 
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and  lavishes  her  8i:d>staDce  with  the  most  dangerous  precipi- 
tation :  she  is  even  deserted  by  her  wonted  vigour,  steadi- 
ness, and  intrepidity :  she  grows  vain,  fantastical,  and  pusil- 
lanimous :  her  arms  are  despised  by  her  enemies ;  and  her 
counsel  ridiculed  through  all  Christendom. 

$  XVIII.  ITie  king,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  specimen  of  his 
desire  to  diminish  the  public  expense,  ordered  the  third  and 
fourth  troops  of  his  lifeguards  to  be  disbanded,  and  reduced 
three  regiments  of  horse  to  the  quality  of  dragoons.  Thcf 
house  of  commons  presented  an  address  of  thanks  for  this 
instance  of  economy,  by  whkh  the  annual  sum  of  seventy 
thousand  pounds  was  saved  to  the  nation.  Notwithstanding 
this  seeming  harmony  between  the  king  and  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  his  majesty  resolved,  with  the  advice  of  hit- 
counsel,  to  dissolve  the  present  parliament,  though  the  term 
of  seven  years  was  not  yet  expired  since  its  first  meeting. 
The  ministry  aifected  to  insinuate,  that  the  states  general 
were  unwilling  to  concur  with  his  majesty  in  vigourous 
measures  against  France,  during  the  existence  of  a  parlia- 
ment which  had  undergone  such  a  vicissitude  of  complexion. 
The  allies  of  G^eat  Britain,  far  from  being  suspicious  of 
this  assembly,  which  had  supplied  them  so  liberally,  saw 
with  concern,  that,  according  to  law,  it  would  soon  be  dis- 
missed t  and  they  doubted  whether  another  could  be  procured 
'  equally  agreeable  to  their  purposes.  In  order  to  remove 
this  doubt,  the  ministry  resolved  to  surprise  the  kingdom 
with  a  new  election,  before  the  malcontents  should  be  pre- 
pared to  oppose  the  friends  of  the  government.  Accor- 
dingly, when  the  business  of  the  session  was  despatched, 
the  king  having  given  the  royal  assent  to  the  several  acts 
they  had  prepared,  dismissed  them  in  the  month  of  June,* 
with  an  affectionate  speech,  that  breathed  nothing  but  ten- 
derness and  gratitude.  The  parliament  wa»  immediateljr 
dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  were  issued  for 
convoking  another.  Among  the  laws  passed  in  this  session^ 
was  an  act  abolishing  the  heritable  jurisdictions,  and  taking 
away  the  tenure  of  wardholdings  in  Scodand,  which  were 
reckoned  among  the  principal  sources  of  those  rebellions 
that  had  been  excUed  since  the  revolution.     In  the  Hlgh- 

•  An.  1^47. 
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lands  they  certamfy  k«pt  the  cQmmoii  people  ia  subjectioti 
to  their  chiefs,  whom  they  implicitly  followed  and  obeyed 
in  all  their  undertakings*  By  thb  act  these  mountaineers 
were  legally  emancipated  froi|i  slavery :  but  as  the  tenants 
enjoyed  no  leases,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to  be  ejected 
from  their  farms,  they  still  depended  on  the  pleasure  of  their 
lords,  notwithstanding  this  interposition  of  the  legislature 
which  granted  a  valuable  consideraiion  in  money  to  every 
nobleman  and  petty  baron,  who  was  thus  deprived  of  one 
part  of  his  inheritance.  The  forfeited  estates  indeed,  were 
divided  into  small  farms,  and  let  by  the  government  uu 
leases  at  an  under  value ;  so  that  those  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  such  leases  tasted  the  sweets  of  indepen- 
dence :  but  the  Highlanders  m  general  were  left  in  their 
original  indigence  and  incapacity,  at  the  mercy  of  their 
superiors*  Had  manufactures  and  fisheries  been  establish- 
ed in  different  parts  of  their  country,  they  would  have 
seen  and  felt  the  happy  consequences  of  industr}%  and  ia 
a  litde  time  been  effectually  detached  from  all  their  slavish 
connexions* 

$  XIX.  The  operations  of  the  campaign  had  been  con- 
certed in  the  winter  at  the  Hague,  between  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  and  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provin- 
ces, who  were  by  this  time  generally  convinced  of  France's 
design  to  encroach  upon  their  territories.  They,  therefore, 
determined  to  take  effect^al  measures  against  that  restless  and 
ambitious  neighbour.  The  allied  powers  agreed  to  assem- 
ble a  vast  army  :in  the  Netherlands ;  and  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Austrians  and  Piedmontese  should  once  more 
penetrate  into  Provence.  The  Outph  patriots,  howevcri 
were  not  roused  into  this  exertion,  until  all  their  remon- 
strances had  failed  at  the  court  of  Versailles ;  Until  they 
had  been  urged  by  repeated  memorials  of  the  English 
ambassador,  and  stimulated  by  the  immediate  danger  to 
which  their  country  was  e:qK>sed :  for  France  was  by  this 
time  possessed  of  all  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and  seem- 
ed bent  upon  penetrating  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
Provinces.  In  February,^  the  duke  of  Cumberland  began 
to  assemble  the  alUed  forces;  and  in  the  laUer  end  of  March 
they  took  the  field  in  three  separate  bodies.  His  royal 
highness,  with  the  English,  Hanoverians,'  and  Hessians, 
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fixed,  his  head^fuarters  at  the  viHage  of  Tt%erg:  the  prinee 
of  Waldeck  was  posted  with  the  Dutch  troops  at  Breda ; 
aiKi  mareschal  Bathiani  coHected  die  Austrians  and  Birai'> 
rians  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Venlo.  The  whole  army 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  who 
lay  inactive  six  weeks,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  ahnost  destittrte  of  forage  and  provision* 
Count  Saxe,  by  this  time  created  mareschal  general  of 
France,  continued  his  troops  within  their  cantonment  at 
Bruges,  Antwerp,  and  Brussels',  declaring,  that  when  the 
allied  army  should  be  we^fkened  by  sickness  and  mortality, 
he  would  convince  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  that  the  first 
duty  of  a  general  is  to  provide  for  the  health  and  preserva- 
tion of  his  troops.  In  April  this  fortunate  commander 
took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand men ;  and  the  count  tfe  Clermont  commanded  a'  sepa- 
rate body  of  nineteen  battalions  and  thirty  squadrons. 
Count  Lowendahl  was  detached  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
the  month,  with  seven- and- twenty  thousand  men,  to  invade 
Dutch  Flanders :  at  the  same  time,  the  French  minister  at 
the  Hague  presented  a  memorial  to  the  States,  fnttmating, 
that  his  master  was  obliged  to  take  this  step  by  the  neces- 
sity of  war;  but  that  his  troops  should  observe  the  strictest 
discipline,  without  interfering  with  the  religion,  govern* 
ment,  or  commerce  of  the  republic:  he  likewise  declared, 
that  the  countries  and  places  of  which  he  might  be  obligecl 
to  take  possession  should  be  detained  uo  otherwise  than  as 
a  pledge,  to  be  restored  as  soon  as  the  United  "Provinces 
should  give  convincing  proofs  that  they  would  no  longer 
furnish  the  enemies  of  France  with  succours. 

$  XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this  declara- 
tion, count  Lowendahl  entered  Dutch  Brabant,  and  invest- 
fed  the  town  and  fortress  of  Sluys,  the  garrison  of  which 
fetirrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April.  Thfe  was  Hkewise  the  fate  of  Sas-van 
Ghent,  while  the  marquis  de  Contades,  with  another  detach- 
ment, reduced  the  forts  Pcrle  and  Lcifken^ock,  with  the 
town  of  Philippine,  even  within  hearing  of  the  confederate 
^rmy.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigorously  defended  by 
two  English  battalions:  but  they  were  overpowered,  and 
obliged  to  retire  to  Welsthoorden ;  and  count  Lowendahl 


I^4r;  GfiORGr.  II.  29 

undertook  the  siege  of  Hulst,  ^hkh  was  shamefiilly  sar- 
rendered  by  La  Rbque,  the  Dutch  governor,  though  he 
knew  that  a  reinforcement  of  nine  battalions  was  on  the 
march  to  his  relief.  Th^n  the  French  general  took  pos- 
session of  A&el  and  Temeuse,  and  began  to  prepare  flat 
bottomed  boats  for  a  descent  on  the  island  of  Zealand. 
The  Dutch  people  were  now  struck  with  consternation. 
They  saw  the  enemy  at  their  doors,  and  owed  their  imme'- 
£ate  preservation  to  the  British  squadron  stationed  at  the 
Swin,  under  th6  command  of  commodore  Mitchel,'  who, 
by  means  of  his  sloops,  tenders,  and  smallcraft,  took  such 
measures  as  defeated  the  intention  of  Lowendahl.'  The 
commoh  people  in  Zealand  being  reduced  to  despair, 
began  to  clamour  loudly  against  their  governors,  as  if  they 
had  not  taken  the  proper  measures  for  their  security.  The 
friends  of  the  prince  of  Orange  did  not  neglect  this  oppor- 
tunity of  promoting  his  interest.  They  encouraged  their 
discontent,  and  exaggerated  the  danger:  they  reminded 
diem  of  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  when  the  French  king  was-  at  the  gates  of  Amster- 
dam, and  the  republic  was  saved  by  the  choice  of  a  stadt- 
bolder:  they  exhorted  them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the 
descendant  of  tho^e  heroes  who  had  established  the  liberty 
ind  independence  of  the  United  Provinces ;  they  extolled 
his  virtue  and  ability ;  his  generosity,  his  justice,  his  un- 
shaken love  to  his  country.  The  people  in  several  towns, 
inflamed  by  such  representations  to  tumult  smd  sedition, 
compelled  their  magistrates  to  declare  the  prince  of  Orange 
stadtholder.  He  himself,  in  a  letter  to  the  states  of  Zea- 
land, oflfered  his  services  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 
On  the  twenty-eijghth  day  of  April  he  was  nominated  cap- 
taih  generil  and  admiral  of  Zealand.  Their  example  was 
foHowed  by  Rotterdam  and  the  whole  province  of  Holland ; 
and  On  the  second  day  of  May,  the  prince  of  Orange  was,  in 
the  assembly  of  the  states  general,  invested  with  the  power 
and  dignity  of  stadtholder,  captain  general,  and  admiral  of 
the  United  l^rovinces.  The  vigorous  consequences  of  this 
resolution  immediately  appeared.  All  commerce  and  con- 
tracts with  the  French  were  prohibited :  the  peasants  were 

»  Not  the  person  who  coii^manded  In  the  West  Indies. 
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armed  and  exercised:  a  resolution  passed  fdr  making  a 
considerable  augmentation  of  the  army:  a  council  of  war 
was  established  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  gov- 
ernors who  had  given  up  die  frontier  places;  and  orders 
were  issued  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  French 
both  by  sea  and  land*. 

§  XXI.  Meanwhile,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  took  post 
with  his  whole  army  between  the  two  Nethes,  to  cover 
Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Maestricht;  and  mareschal  Saxe 
called  in  his  detachments^  with  a  view  to  hazard  a  general 
engagement.  In  the  latter  end  of  May,  the  French  king 
arrived  at  Brussels ;  and  his  general  resolved  to  undertake  the 
«ege  of  Maestricht.  For  this  purpose  he  advanced  towards 
Xfouvain ;  and  the  confederates  perceiving  his  drift,  began 
their  march  to  take;  post  between  the  town, and  the  enemy. 
On  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  they  took  possession  of  their 
ground,  and  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  with  their 
right  at  Bilsen,  and  their  left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a 
mile  of  Maestricht,  having  in  the  front  of  their  left  wing 
the  village  of  LafFeldt,  in  which  they  posted  several  bat- 
talions of  British  infantry.  The  French  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  heights  of  Herdeeren,  immediately  above  the 
allies ;  and  both  armies  cannonaded  each  other  till  the  even* 
ing.  In  the  morning,  the  enemy's  infantry  marched  down 
the  hill,  in  a  prodigious  column,  and  attacked  the  village  of 
Laffeldt,  which  was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with 
amazing  obstinacy.  The  assailants  suffered  terribly  in 
their  approach,  from  the  cannon  of  the  confederates,  which 
was  served  with  $Air prising  dexterity  and  success ;  and  they 
met  with  such  a  warm  reception  from  the  British  musketry 
as  they  could  not  withstand :  but,  when  they  were  broken 
and  dispersed*  fresh  brigades  succeeded  with  astonishing 
perseveijanqe.  The  confederates  were  driven  out  of  the 
village :  yet  being  sustained  by  three  re^iments^  they  mea- 
sured ba^k  their  ground,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great 
slaughter.  Nevertheless,  count  Saxe  continued  pouring  in 
other  battalions,  and  the  French  regained  and  maintained 
their  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  had  been  three  times 
lost  and  carried.  The  action  was  chiefly  confined  to  this 
post,  where  the  field  exhibited  a  horrible  scene  of  carnage. 
At  noon  the  duke  of  Cumberland  ordere^  the  whole  left 
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inng.to  advance  agamst  the  enemy,  whome  mfadtry  gave 
way :  prince  Waldec  led  up  the  centre :  M areschal  Bacbi«^ 
ani  made  a  motion  with  the  right  wing  towards  Herdeereo^ 
and  victor}*  aeemed  ready  to  declare  for  the  cohfederates, 
when  the  fortune  of  the  day  took  a  sudden  turn  to  their 
prejudice.  Several  squadrons  of  Dutch  horse,  posted  in  the 
centre,  gave  way,  and  flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five 
battalions  of  infantry  that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of 
reserve.  The  French  cavalry  charged  them  with  great  im- 
petuosity, increasing  the  confusion  that  was  already  proda- 
ced,  and  penetrating  through  the  lines  of  the  allied  army^ 
which  was  thus  divided  about  the  centre.  The  duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  exerted  himself  with  equal  courage  and 
activity  in  attempting  to  remedy  this  disorder,  waa  in  dan* 
ger  of  being  taken ;  and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  total,  had  not  sir  John  Ligonier  taken  the  reso* 
lution  of  sacrificing  himself  and  a  part  of  the  troops  to  the 
safety  of  the  army.  At  the  head  of  three  British  regiments 
of  dragoons,  and  some  squadrons  of  Imperial  horse,  he 
charged  the  whole  line  of  the  French  cavalry,  with  iuch 
intrepidity  and  success  that  be  overthrew  all  that  opposed 
him,  and  made  such  a  diversion  as  enabled  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  to  effect  an  orderly  retreat  to  Maestricht.  He 
himself  was  taken  by  a  French  carabineer,  after  his  horse 
had  been  killed :  but  the  regiments  he  commanded  retire^ 
with  deliberation.  The  confederates  retreated  to  Maes- 
tricht, without  having  sueuined  much  damage  from  the 
pursuit,  and  even  brought  off  all  their  artilkry,  except  six- 
teen pieces  of  caniion.  Their  loss  did  not  exceed  six 
thousand  men  killed  and  uken ;  whereas  the  French  general 
purchased  the  victory  at  a  much  greater  expense.  The 
common  cause  of  the  confederate  powers  is  said  to  have 
suffered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  generals.  On 
the  eve  of  the  battle,  when, the  detachment  of  the  count  de 
Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill  of  Herdeeren,  mareschal  Ba- 
thiani  asked  permission  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  attack 
them  before  they  should  be  reinforced,  declaring  he  would 
answer  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  No  regard  was 
paid  to  this  proposal :  but  the  superior  asked  in  his  turn, 
where  the  mareschal  would  be  in  case  be  should  be  wanted  ^ 
He  repiiedi  ^^  I  shall  always  be  found  at  the  he^d  of  my 
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^  troops,"  and  retired  in  disgust ;  the  subsequent  disposi* 
tion  has  likewise  been  blamed,  inasmuch  as  not  above  one . 
half  of  the  army  could  act,  while  the  enewy  exerted  their 
whole  force. 

$  XXII.  The  confederates  passed  the  Maese,  and 
encamped  in  the  Dutchy^  of  Limburgh,  so  as  to  cover 
Maestricht;  while  the  French  king  remained  with  his 
army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tongres.  Mareschal  Saxe, 
having  amused  the  allies  with  marches  and  countermarches, 
at  length  detached  count  Lowendahl  with  six-and-thirty 
thousand  men  to  besiege  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  strongest 
fortification  of  Dutch  Brabant,  the  favourite  work  of  the 
^famous  engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered,  and  generally 
esteemed  invincible.  It  was  secured  with  a  garrison  of 
three  thousand  men,  and  well  provided  with  artillery,  am- 
munition, and  magazines.  The  enemy  appeared  before  it 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and  summoned  the  governor  to 
surrender.  The  prince  of  Saxe  Hildburghausen  was  sent  to 
its  relief,  with  twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  squadrons  of 
the  troops  that  could  be  most  conveniently  assembled ;  he 
entered  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  where  be  remained 
in  expectation  of  a  strong  reinforcement  from  the  confede- 
rate army ;  and  the  old  baron  Cronstrom,  whom  the  stadt- 
holder  had  appointed  governor  of  Brabant,  assumed  the 
command  of  the  garrison.  The  besiegers  carried  on  theif 
operations  with  great  vivacity ;  and  the  troops  in  the  town 
defended  it  with  equal  vigour.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  turned  upon  this  important  siege :  count  Lowendahl 
received  divers  reinforcements ;  and  a  considerable  body  of 
trbops  was  detached  from  the  allied  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  baroii  Schwartzember,  to  cooperate  with  the  prince 
of  Saxe  Hildburghausen.  The  French  general  lost  a  great 
number  of  men  by  the  close  and  continual  fire  of  th/e 
besieged;  while  he,  in  his  turn,  opened  such  a  number  of 
batteries,  and  plied  them  so  warmly,  that  the  defences  began 
to  give  way.  From  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  to  the  fif- 
teenth of  September,  the  si/ege  produced  an  intermitting 
scene  of  horror  .and  destruction;  desperate  sallies  vrere 
made,  and  mines  sprimg  with  the  most  dreadful  effects  :  the 
Vorks  began  to  be  shattered ;  the  town  was  laid  in  ashes : 
the  trenches  were  filled  with  carnage  ;  nothing  ^vas  seen  but 
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fire  and  smoke ;  nothing  heard  but  one  contmued  roar  of 
bombs  and  cannon.  But  sUU  the  damage  fell  chiefly  oa 
the  besiegers,  who  were  slain  in  heaps ;  while  the  garrison 
suffered  very  little,  and  coulci  be  occasionally  relieved  or 
leiiiforced  from  the  lines.  In  a  word,  it  was  generally 
believed  that  count  Lowcndahl  would  be  baffled  in  hit 
endeavours ;  and  by  this  belief  the  governor  of  Bergen-op* 
Zoom  seems  to  have  been  lulled  into  a  blind  security.  At 
length,  some  inconsiderable  breaches  were  made  in  one 
ravelin  and  two  bastions,  and  these  the  French  general 
resolved  to  storm,  though  Cronstrom  believed  they  were 
impracticable :  and  on  that  supposition  presumed  that  the 
enemy  would  not  attempt  an  assault.  For  this  very  reason 
count  Lowendahl  resolved  to  hazard  the  attack,  before  the 
preparations  should  b^  made  for  his  reception.  He  accord- 
ingly  regulated  his  dispositions,  and  at  four  oVlock  in  the 
morning  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  September,  the  signal  waa 
made  for  the  assault.  A  prodigious  quantity  of  bombi 
being  throlm  into  the  ravelin,  his  troops  threw  themselves 
into  the  fo8s6,  mounted  the  breaches,  forced  open  a  satty^ 
port,  and  entered  the*  place,  almost  without  resistance.  InJi 
word,  they  had  time  to  extend  themselves  along  the  cur* 
tains,  and  form  in  order  of  battle,  before  the  garrison  coidd 
be  assembted.  Cronstrom  was  asleep,  and  tb«  adldiers  upon 
duty  had  been  surprised  by  the  suddenness  and  impetuosity 
of  the  attack.  Though  the  French  had  taken  posseasion  of 
the  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain  tile  town  wi^out  oppost* 
tfOn.  Two  battalions  of  the  Scottish  troops,  in  die  pay  of 
the  states  general,  were  assembled  in  the  market  place,  and 
attached  them  with  such  fnry,  that  they  were  driven  from 
etreet  to  street,  until  fresh  reinforcements  arriving,  compeP 
led  the  Scots  to  retreat  in  their  turn ;  yet  they  disputed 
^very  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  Until  twd-thirds  of  them 
were  killed  on  the  spot.  Then  they  brought  off  the  old 
governor,  absmdoning  the  town  to  riie^^nemyt  die  iroopi 
that  were  encamped  in  the  lines  retreating  with  great  pre* 
cipitation,  all  the  forts  in  tlie  neighbourhood  immediaftely 
surrendered  to  the  vietors,  who  now  became  masters  of  thd 
whole  navigation  of  Ae  Schelde.  The  French  king  was  no 
sooner  informed  of  Lowendahl's  success,  than  he  promoted 
Mm  to  the  rank  of  mar^lrchad  of  Framed  |  appc^tsd  count 
Vei^  IIL  E 
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.  Saxe  governor  of  the  conquered  Netherlands ;  and  returned 
in  triumph  to  Versailles.  In  a  little  time  after  this  transac- 
tion, both  armies  were  distributed  into  winter  quarters, 
and  the  duke  of  Cumberland  embarked  for  England. 

§  XXIII.  In  Italy,  the  French  arms  did  not  triumph 
with  equal  success,  though  the  mareschal  de  Belleisle  saw 
himself  at  the  head  6f  a  powerful  army  in  Provence.  In 
April  he  passed  the  Var  without  opposition,  and  took  pos* 
session  of  Nice.  He  met  with  little  or  no  resistance  in 
reducing  Montalban,  Villafranca,  and  Ventimiglia ;  while 
general  Brown  with  eight^nd-twenty  thousand  Austrians, 
retired  towards  Final  and  Savona.  In  the  mean  tiriie, 
another  large  body,  under  count  Schuylemberg,  who  had 
succeeded  the  marquis  de  Botta,  cooperated  with  fifteen 
thousand  Piedmontese  in  an  attempt  to  recover  the  city  of 
Genoa.  The  French  king  had  sent  their  supplies,  succours, 
and  engineers,  with  the  duke  de  Bouffiers,  as  ambassador 
to  the  rerpublic,  who  likewise  acted  as  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces  employed  for  its  defence.  The.  Austrian 
general  assembled   his  troops   in   the    Milanese :    having 

*  forced  the  passage  of  the  Bocbetta  on  the  thirteenth  of 
January,  he  advanced  into  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and 
ttie  Rivera  was  ravaged  without  mercy.     On  the  last  day 

,  of  March  He  appeared  before  the  city,  at  the  head  of  forty 
thousand '  m^,  and .  summoned  the  revolters  to  lay  dowi^ 
their  ai:ms.  Thfc.:answer  he  received  was,  that  the  repub- 
lic hafl  fifty rfour  thousa^ld  men  Jn  arms,  two  hundred  and 
$lKty  can(ion,  thirty-four  mortars,  with,  abundance- of  am- 
Bxunition  and.  provision;  that  they  would  defend  their 
liberty  with  Uieir  last  blood,  and  bie  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
tfceir  capital,  rather- than  submit  to  the  clemency  of  the 
toart^  qf  Vj^njia,  ejccept  by  an  honourable  capitulation, 
guaranteed: bj?  ^h^  king?  of  Great  Britain  and  Sardinia,  th^ 
tepuWic  of  ^Veniq^f  and.  the  United  Provinces.  In  %km 
beginping  of,  M^y,  Genoa  wa^  invested  on  all. sides;  ^ 
furious  sally  was  made  by  .the  duke  de  Boufflers,  wh^ 
drov<?  the  besiegers  from  their  posts ;  but  the  Austrian^ 
wUying,  he  was  r/epulsed  in  his  turn,  with  the  loss  of  sevea 
hundred  men.  General  Schuylemberg  carried  on  his  ope^<^ 
rations  .'vvith  such  skill;  vigour,  and  intrepidity,  that  he 
mftde  biomelf  master  of  tbe  «uburb^  of  JBtsagno;  and  \m 
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aU  probability  would  liave  reduced  die  ci^,  had  he  not 
been  obliged  to  desist,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated 
xemonstrances  made  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  count 
Brown,  who  represented  the  necessity  of  his  abandoning 
his  enterprise,  and  drawing  off  his  army,  *to  cover  Pied^ 
ttiODt  and  Lombardy  from  the  efforts  of  mareschal  de  Bel- 
kisle.  Accordingly,  he  raised  the  siege  on  the  tenth  day 
of  June,  and  returned  into  the  Milanese, .in  order  to  join 
lus  Sardinian  majesty ;  while  the  Genoese  made  an  irrup* 
tion  into  the  Parmesan  and  Placentin,  where  they  commit* 
ted  terrible  outrages,  in  revenge  for  the  mischiefs  they  hsKl 
undergone. 

$  XXIV.  While  the.  mareschal  de  Belleisle  remaijied 
at  VentimigUa,  his  brother,  at  the  head  of  four-and-thir^ 
thousand  French  and  Spaniards,  attempted  to  penetrate  into 
Piedmont :  on  the  sixth  day  of  July  he  arrived  at  the  pass 
of  Exilles,  a  strong  fortress  on  the  frontiers  of  Daupbine, 
situated  on  the  north  side,  of  the  river  Doria.  The  defence 
of  this  important  post  the  king  of  Sardinia  had  committed 
to  the  care  of  die  count  de  Brigueras,  who  formed  an 
encampment  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen  battalions  of 
Piedmontese  and  Austrians,  while  divers  detachments  were 
posted  along  the  passes  of  the  Alps.  On  the  eighth  day  of 
the  month  the  Piedmontese  intrenchments  were  attacked  by 
the  chevalier  de  Belleisle,  with  incredible  intrepidity ;  but 
the  columns  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  in  three  succes- 
sive attacks.  Impatient  of  this  obstinate  opposition,  and 
determined  not  to  survive  a  miscarriage,  this  impetuous 
general  seized  a  pair  of  colours,  and  advancing  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  dirough  a  prodigious  fire,  pitched  them  with 
bis  own  band  on  the.  enemy's  intrenchments.  At  that 
instant  he  folFidead,  having  received  two  musket  balls  and 
the  thrust  of^-i  bayonet  in  his  body.  The  assailants  were 
so  much  dispirited  by  the  death  of  their  commander,  that 
theyfforthwith  gave  way,  and  retreated  with  precipitation 
towards  Sesteries,  having  lost  near  five  thousand  men  in 
the.  attack.  The  mareschal  was  no  sooner  informed  of  his 
brother's  misfortune,  than  he  retreated  towards  the  Var,  to 
join  the  troops  from  Exilles,  while  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
having  assembled  an  army  of  seventy  thousand  men, 
threatened  Dauphine  with  an  invasion ;  but  the  "Excessive 
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ttint  prevented  the  exeeutioii  of  hia  desigiu  Geoefd 
Leutrum  was  detached  with  twenty  battalions,  to  drive  the 
French  from  Ventimiglia;  bat  Belleisle  inarching  back^ 
that  schense  was  likewise  frustrated :  and  thus  ended  the 
campaign. 

$  XXV.  In  this  manner  was  the  French  king  bafied 
in  Ms  projects  Upon  Italy  t  npr  was  he  more  fonunatt  in 
hk  naval  operations.  He  had,  in  the  preceding  yeari 
•quipped  an  expensive  armament,  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  d^ Anvilk,  for  the  recovery  of  Cape  Breton ;  but 
(t  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  storms,  distempers,  and  the 
death  of  the  commander.  Not  yet  discouraged  by  these 
disaster  he  resolved  to  renew  hi^  efforts  against  the  Bri<r 
tidi  colonies  in  North  America,  and  their  settlements  in 
the  East  Indies.  For  these  purposes  two  squadrons  wese 
prepared  at  Brest,  one  to  be  commanded  by  ^e  oomoKxlore 
de  la  Jonquiere  t  and  the  other  destined  for  India,  by  mon« 
sieur  de  St.  George.  The  ministry  of  Great  Britain, 
being  apprised  of  these  measures,  resolved  to  intercept  both 
squadrons,  which  were  to  set  sail  together.  For  this  pur* 
pose  vice-admiral  Anson  and  rear-admiral  Warren  took 
their  departure  from  Plymouth  with  a  formidable  fleet,  and 
steered  their  aourse  to  Cape  Finisterre  on  the  coast  of 
Gallicia.  On  the  third  day  of  May  they  fell  in  with  the 
French  squadrons,  commanded  by  la  Jonquiere  and  St. 
George,  consisting  of  six  large  ships  of  war,  as  many  fri« 
gate^,  and  four  armed  vessels  equipped  by  their  East  India 
company,  having  under  their  convoy  about  thirty  ships 
laden  with  merchandise.  Those  prepared  for  war  imme- 
d^tely  shortened  sail,  and  formed  aline  of  .battle;  wh^le 
the  rest,  under  the  protection  of  the  six  frigates,  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  with  att  the  sail  they  couid  carry.  The 
British  squadron ^:^ft^Bk:owise  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle; 
'  but  Mr.  Warren,  perccaving  that  the  enemy  began  to  sheer 
off,  now  their  convoy  was  at  a  considerable  distance,  ad*^ 
vised  admiral  Anson  to  haul  in  the  signal  for  the  line,  and 
hoist  another  for  giving  chase  and  engaging,  otherwiAC 
the  F'rench  would^  in  all  probability,  escape  by  favour  of 
the  night.  The  proposal  was  embraced .:  and  in  a  little 
^ne  the  engagement  began  with  great  fur}',  about  four 
o'ch>ck  i  *  the  iJLfternoon.     The  enemy  sustained  the  battle 
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with  eqoal  conduct  Md  valour,  until  they  were  overpowered 
by  aumbera,  and  then  they  struck  their  colours.  Th« 
i^miral  detached  three  nhips  m  pursuit  of  the  convoy,  nine 
sail  ctf  which  were  taken ;  but  the  rest  were  saved  by  the 
iolenrening  darkness*  About  seven  hundred  of  the  FreniSh 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  this  action.  The  English  lost 
s^KMit  five  hundr^ }  and  among  these  captain  GrenviUe, 
commander  of  the  ship  Defiance.  He  was  nephew  to  the 
lord  viscount  Cobhaiu,  a  youth  of  the  most  amiable  oharac- 
ter  and  promising  genius,  animated  with  the  noblest  senti<« 
menu  of  honour  and  patriotism.  Eager  in  the  pursuit  of 
glory,  he  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  battle,  where  both 
his  legs  were  cut  off  by  a  cannon  ball.  He  submitted  to 
his  fal»B  with  the  most  heroic  resignation,  and  died  univer* 
soUy  hunented  and  beloved.  The  success  of  the  British 
arms  in  this  engagement  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  conduct, 
activity,  and  courage  of  the  rear-admiral.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  bullion  was  found  in  the  prizes,  which  was 
brought  to  Spidiead  in  triumph ;  and  the  treasure  being 
landed,  was  conveyed  in  twenty  wagons  to  the  bank  of 
,  Lcmdon.  Admiral  Anson  was  ennobled,  and  Mr.  Warren 
honoured  with  the  order  of  the  Bath. 

$  XXVI.  About  the  middle  of  June,  commodore  Fox, 
with  six  ships  of  war,  cruising  in  the  latitude  of  Cape 
Ortegal  in  Gallicia^  took  above  forty  French  ships,  richly 
kden  from  St.  Domingo,  after  they  had  been  abandoned  by 
their  convoy.  But  the  French  king  sustained  another  more 
important  loss  at  sea,  in  the  month  of  October.  Rear- 
admiral  Hawke  suted  from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning-^  of 
August,  with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  to  intercept  a  fleet 
of  French  merchant  ships  bound  for  the  West  Indies.  He 
cniised*for  some  time  on  the  coast  of  Bretagne ;  and  at 
length  the  French  fleet  sailed  from  the  isle  of  Aix,  under 
convoy  of  nine  ships  of  the  line^  besides  fri«i;ates,  com- 
manded by  monsieur  de  Letendeur.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  of  October  the  two  squadrons  wer^  in  sight  of  each 
other,  in  the  latitude  of  Belleisle.  The  French  commo- 
dore immediately  ordered  one  of  his  great  ships,  and  the 
frigates,  to  proceed  with  the  trading  ships,  while  he  formed 
the  line  of  battle,  and  waited  the  attack.  At  ^eleven  in  the 
Coi^eMon  admiral  Hawke  di«p|ayed  the  signal  to  chase,  a^d 
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in  half  an  hour  both  fleets  were  engaged.  The  battle  lasted 
till  night,  when  all  the  French  squadron,  except  the  Intce« 
pide  and  Tonant,  had  struck  to  the  English  flag.  These 
two  capital  ships  escaped  in  the  dark,  «nd  returned  to 
^  Bpest  in  a  shattered  condition.  The  French  captains  stts- 
tmned  the  unequal  fight  with  uncommon  bravery  and  reso- 
lution ;  and  did  not  yield  until  theiV  ships  were  disabled. 
Their  loss  in  men  amounted  to  eight  hundred :  the  num- 
ber of  English  killed  in  this  engagement  did  not  exceed 
two  hundred,  including  captain  Saumarez,  a  gallant  officer, 
who  had  served  under  lord  Anson*  in  his  expedition  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  Indeed,  it  must  be  owned,  for  the  honour 
of  that  nobleman,  that  all-  the  officers  formed  under  his 
example,  and  raised  by  his  influence,  approved  themselves 
.in  all  respects  worthy  of  the  commands  to  which  they  were 
preferred.  Immediately  after  the  action,  admiral  Hawke 
despatched  a  sloop  to  commodore  Legge,  whose  squadron 
was  stationed  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  with  intelligence  of 
the  French  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  outward  bound,  that 
'he  might  take  the  proper  measures  for  intercepting  them 
in  their  passage  to  Martinique,  and  the  other  French 
islands.  In  consequence  of  this  advice,  he  redoubled  his 
vigilance,  and  a  good  number  of  them  fell  into  his  Hands. 
Admiral  Hawke  conducted  his  prizes  to  Spithead ;  and  in 
his  letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty  declared,  that  all  his 
captains  behaved  like  men  of  honour  during  the  engage* 
ment,  except  Mr.  Fox,  whose  conduct  he  desired  might  be 
subjected  to  inquiry.  That  gentleman  was  accordingly 
tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  suspended  from  his  command, 
for  having  followed  the  advice  of  his  officers,  contrary  to 
his  own  better  judgment :  but  he  was  soon  restored,  and 
afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  admiral;  while  Mr. 
Matthews,  whose  courage  never  incurred  suspicion,  still 
laboured  under  a  suspension  for  that  which  had  been  suc- 
cessfully practised  in  both  these  late-  actions,  namely, 
engaging  thb  enemy  Without  any  regard  to  the  line  of 
battle. 

§  XXVri.  In  the  Mediterranean,  vice-admiral  Med- 
ley blocked  up  the  Spanish  squadron  in  Carthkgena ;  as- 
sisted the  Austrian  general  on  the  coast  of  Vlllafrahca; 
and  intercepted  some  of  the  succours  sent  from  Pr^ice  to 
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the  assistasice  o£  the  Genoese.  At  hit  death  which  hap^ 
pened  in  the  beginning  of  August,  the  command  of  that 
squadropci  devolved  upon  rear-admiral  Byng,  who  proceeded 
on  the  same  phm  of  operation.  In  the  summer,  two  Bri# 
tish  ships  of  w^,  having  under  their  convoy  a  fleet  of  mer- 
chsmt  ships  bound  to  North  America,  fell  in  with  the  Glo* 
rioso,  a  Spanish  ship  of  eighty  guns,  in  the  latitude  of  die 
Western  Isles.  She  had  sailed  from  the  Havannah,  with 
an  immense  treasure  on  board,  and  must  have  fallen  m 
prize  to  the  English  ships,  had  each  captain  done  his  duty. 
Captmn  Erskine,  in  the  Warwick  of  sixty  guns,  attacked 
her  widi  grei^  intrepidity,  and  fought  until  his  ship  was 
entirely  disabled;  but  being  unsustaioed  by  his  consort, 
he  was  .oUiged  to  haul  df^  and  the  Glorioso  arrived  in 
safety,  at  Ferrol :  there  the  silver  was  landed,  and  she  pro- 
ceeded on  her  voyage  to  Cadiz,  which,  however,  she  did 
not  reachk  She  was  encountered  by  the  Dartmouth,  a 
British  frigate  of  forty  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Hamilton,  a  gallant  youth,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
inequality  of  force,  engaged  her  without  hesitation : 
but  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  his  ship  being  set  on  fire 
by  accident,  was  blown  up,  and  he  perished  with  all  his 
crew,  except  a  midshipman  and  ten  or  eleven  sailors,  who 
were  taken  up  alive  by  a  privateer  that  happened  to  be  in 
sight.  Favourable  as  this  accident  may  seem  to  the  Glo* 
rioso,  she  did  not  escape.  An  English  ship  of  eighty  guns^ 
under  the  command  of  captain  Buckle,  came  Up,  and 
obliged  the  Spaniards  to  surrender,  after  a  short,  but  vigor- 
ous engagement.  Qommodore  Griffin  had.  been  sent,  with 
a  reinforcement  of  ships,  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
squadron  in  the  East  Indies;  and  although  his  arrivid 
secured  fort  St.  Davids,  and  the  other  British  settlements 
in  that  coHBtrj'^,  from  the  insults  of  monsieur  de  la  Bour- 
donnais,-his  strength  was  not  sufficient  to~  enable  him  to 
undertake  any  enterprise  of  importance  against  the  enemy: 
the  ministry  of  England,  therefore,  resolved  to  equip  a 
fresh  armament,  that  when  joined  by  the  ships  in  India, 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  besiege  Fondicherry,  the  principal 
settlement  belonging  to  the  French  on  the  coast  of  Coroman- 
del«  For  this  service,  a  good  number  of  independent  com- 
panies was- raised,  and  set  sail  i|i  the  sequel,  with  a  stroi&g 
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ftqaadron  onder  the  conduct  of  reiir*-admirat  Bo&cawett,  an 
officer  of  unquestioned  valour  and  capacity.  In  the  course 
of  this  year,  the  British  cniisers  were  so  alert  and  sue* 
eessful,  that  they  took  six  hundred  and  forty-four  prizes 
from  the  ^rench  and  Spaniards :  whereas  the  loss  of,  Great 
Britain  in  the  same  ume,  did  not  exceed  five  hundped  and 
fifty. 

$  XXVII I«  All  die  belli^rent  powers  were  by  this 
time  heartily  tired  of  a  war  which  had  consumed  an  im- 
mensity of  treasure,  had  i>ecn  productive  of  so  much  mis- 
chief, and  in  the  events  of  which,  all,  4n  dieir  turns,  bad 
found  themselves  disappointed.  Immediately  after  the 
battle  of  Laii^ldt,  the  king  of  Prance  had,  in  a  personal 
conversation  with  sir  John  Ligonier,  expressed  his  desire 
of  a  pacification;  and  afterwards  his  minister  at  the 
Hague  presented  a  declaration  on  the  same  subject  to  the 
deputies  of  the  states  general.  The  sigttal  success  of  the 
British  arms  at  sea  confirmed  him  in  these  sentiments,  whidi 
were  likewise  reinforced  by  a  variety  of  other  considerations. 
His  finances  were  almost  exhausted,  and  his  supplies  firom' 
the  Spanish  West  Indies,  rendered  so  precarious  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  cruizers,  that  he  cOuld  no  longer 
depend  upon  their  arrival.  iThe  trading  part  of  bis  sub^^ 
jects  had  sustained  such  losses,  that  his  kingdom  was  filled 
with  bankruptcies ;  and  the  best  part  of  the  navy  now  con* 
tributed  to  strengthen  the  fleets  of  his  enemies.  The 
election  of  a  stadtholder  had  united  the  whole  power  of  tins 
states  general  against  him,  in  mking  the  most  resolute 
measures  for  their  own  safety :  his  views  in  Germany  were 
entirely  frustrated  by  the  elevation  of  the  grand  dukntothe 
Impferial  throne,  and  the  reestablkhment  of  ptfftce  between 
the  houses  of  Austria  and  Brandenburgh :  the  success  <^ 
his  armis  in  Italy  had  not  at  all  answered  his  expectation  ; 
and  Genoa  was  become  an  expensive  allv*  He  had  the 
mortification  to  see  the  commerce  of  Britain  flourish  in 
the  midst  of  war,  while  his  own  people  were  utterly  4?m* 
poverished.  THie  parliament  of  England  granted,  and 
the  nation  paid  such  incredible  sums  as  enabled  their 
sovereign  not  only  to  maintain  invincible  navies  and 
formidable  armies,  but  likewise  to  give  subsidies  to  all  the 
powers  of  Europe*     He  knew  that  a  treaty  of  this  kind 
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was  actuallf  upon  the  anvil  between  his  Britanntc  Majesty 
and  the  czarina,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehensive  of  see* 
ing  an  army  of  Russians  in  the  Netherlands*  His  fears 
from  this  quarter  were  not  without  foundation*  In 
die  month  of  November,  the  earl  of  Hyndford,  am- 
bassador from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  at  the  court  of 
Russia,  concluded  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  by  which  the 
czarina,  engaged  to  hold  in  readiness  thirty  thousand  men, 
and  forty  galleys,,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  con- 
federates, on  the  first  requisition.  llie  states  general 
acceded  to  this  agreement,  and  even  consented  to  pay  one 
fourth  of  the  subsidy.  His  most  christian  majesty,  moved 
by  these  considerations,  made  further  advances  towards  an 
accommodation  both  at  the  Hague  and  in  JUondon ;  and 
the  contending  powers  agreed  to  another  congress,  which 
was  actually  opened  in  March  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  and  sir  Thomas  Robinson  assisted  as 
plenipotentiaries  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

$  XXIX.  The  elections  for  the  new  parliament  in 
England  had  t>een  £onducted  so  as  fully  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  and  his  brother  Mr.  Pel- 
ham,  who  had  for  some  time  wholly  engrossed  the  admin- 
istration. Both  houses  were  assembled  on  the  tenth  day 
of  November,  when  Mr.  Onslow  was  unanimously  reelect- 
ed speaker  of  the  commons.  The  session  was  opened  as 
usual,  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  congratulating  them  qn 
the  signal  successes  of  the  British  navy,  and  the  hap^ 
alterauon  in  the  government  of  the  United  Provinces.  His 
majesty  gave  them  to  understand,  that  a  congress  would 
speedily  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  concert  the 
mesuis  for  eifecting  a  general  pacification ;  and  reminded 
them  that  nothing  would  more  conduce  to  the  success  of 
this  negotiation  than  the  vigour  and  unanimity  of  their 
proceedings*  He  received  such  addresses  as  the  ministers 
were  pleased  to  dictate.  Opposition  now  languished  at 
their  feet.  The  duke  of  Bedford  was  become  a  courtier, 
and  in  a  little  time  appointed  secretary  of  state,  in  the 
room  of  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  had  lately  executed 
that  office,  which  he  now  resigned ;  and  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich no  longer  harangued  against  the  administration* 
This  new  house  of  commons,  in  imitation  of  the  liberality 
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6f  their  pred^cedsots,  readily  gratified  all  the  requests  of 
the  govemttiem.  They  voted  forty  thousand  seameii,  forty 
Aitie  thousand  lattd  forces,  besides  eleven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred marines ;  the  subsidies  for  the  queen  of  Huegary^  the 
czarina^  the  king  of  Sardinia,  the  electors  of  Mentz  and* 
Bavaria,  the  Hessi^uis,  and  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle :  the 
sum  of  two'  hundred  thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine  pounds  was  granted  to  the  provinces  of 
New  £n gland,  to  reimburse  them  for  the  expense  of  re- 
ducing Cape  Breton :  five  huiidred  thousand  pounds  were 
given  to  his  majesty  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  this 
War;  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand 
pounds  to  the  Scottish  claimants  in  lieu  of  their  jurisdic^ 
tion.  The  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year  fell  very  little 
short  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  raised 
on  a  loan  by  subscription,  chargeable  on  a  new  subsidy  of 
poundage  exacted  from  all  merchandise  imported  into 
Great  Britaint  Immediately  after  the  rebellion  was  sup« 
pressed  the  legislature  had  established  some  regulations  in 
Scotland,  which  were  thought  necessary  to  prevent  such 
commotions  for  the  future^  The  Highlanders  were  disarm^ 
ed,  and  an  act  passed,  for  abolishing  their  peculiarity  of 
garb,  which  was  supposed  to  keep  up  party  distinctions,  to 
encourage  their  martial  disposition^  and  preserve  the  me- 
mory of  the  exploits  achieved  by  their  ancestors.  In  thSa 
session  a  bill  was  brought  In  to  inforce  the  executioi)  of 
that  law,  and  passed  with  another  act  for  the  more  effectual 
punishment  of  high  treason  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
The  practice  of  insuring  French  and  Spanish  ships  at 
London  being  deemed  the  sole  circumstance  that  pre- 
vented a  total  stagnation  of  commerce  in  those  countries, 
it  was  prohibited  by  law  imder  ftevere  penalties ;  and  thia 
step  of  the  British  parliament  accelerated  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty.  Several  otlier  prudent  measures  were  taken  in 
the  course  of  this  session,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public ;  and 
among  these  we  tnay  reckon  an  act  for  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  indigo  in  the  British  plantations  of  North 
Ani^erica ;  an  article  for  which  Great  Britain  used  to  pay 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  yearly  to  the  subjects  of 
France,    tlie  «e6«ion  ^$^%  closed  on  the  thirteemh  day  of 


Maf,^  wbfuthe  kingdeeltrod  tp  bolh  housfa,  thutlh^  pre* 
Umio^ries  of  a  gener^  peaef  were  actually  signed  at  A\x^ 
)a-ChacpeUe  by  the  miaiHert  of  Great  Britaio,  Fra^c^t 
and  tb^  United  Provinces;  and  that  the  basis  of  tbif 
accommodation  was  a  general  restitution  of  the  conquests 
which  bad  been  made  during  the  war.  Immediately  after 
die  prorogation  of  parliament  hi^  miyesty  set  out  for  his 
German  dominions,  after  baling  appointed  a  regency  tQ 
rule  the  realm  in  his  absence* 

^  XXXf  The  articles  migtit  bare  been  made  mncb 
less  unfavourable  to  Great  Britain  and  her  allies,  had  thf 
ministry  made  a  proper  use  of  the  treaty  with  the  czarina  | 
and  if  the  confederates  had  acted  wil^  more  vigour  an<jl 
eipedition  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  The  Rus* 
sian  auxiliaries  might  have  been  transported  beyond  sea  to 
Lubeck  before  the  end  of  the  preceding  summer,  in  their 
own  galleys  which  had  been  lying  ready  for  use  since  the 
itionth  of  July*  Had  this  expedient  been  used,  the  Russian 
troops  would  have  joined  the  confederate  army  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  campaign*  But  this  easy  and  expe** 
ditious  method  of  conveyance  was  rejected  for  a  march  by 
land,  of  incredible  length  and  difficulty,  which  could  not  be 
begun  before  the  month  of  January,  nor  accomplished  till 
midsummer*  l*he  operations  of  the  campaign  had  been 
concerted  at  the  Hague  in  January,  by  the  respective  min« 
isters  of  Ae  allies,  who  resolved  to  bring  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  men  into  the  Netherlands,  in 
twrder  to  compd  the  French  to  abandon  the  barter  which 
they  had  conquered*  The  town$  of  Holland  became  the 
scenes  of  tumult  and  insurrection*  The  populace  plun** 
dered  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  abolished  the  taxes,  and 
insulted  the  magisU-ates ;  so  that  the  smtes  general,  seeing 
their  country  on  the  brink  of  anarchy  and  confusion, 
authorized  the  prince  of  Orange  to  make  such  alterations  a4 
he  should  ^©e  cQuvenicnt.  They  presented  bim  with  a  di-» 
ploma,  by  which  he  was  constituted  hereditary  stadtholder 
and  captain  general  of  Dutch  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  the 
upper  quarter  of  Guelderiand ;  and  the  East  India  com-* 
pany  appointed  him  director  and  gDvernor  general  of  their 
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commerce  and  settlements  m  the  Indies*  Thus  invest^ 
ed  with  authority  unknown  to  his  ancestors,  he  everted 
himself  with  equal  industry  and  discretion  in  new  modelling, 
augmenting,  and  assembling  the  troops  of  the  republic. 
The  Confederates  knew  that  the  count  de  Saxe  had  a  design 
upon  M aestricht :  the  Austrian  general  Bathiuni  made 
repeated  remonstrances^  the  British  nMnistry^  estreating 
them  to  take  speedy  measures  for  the  preservation  of  that 
fortress.  He  in  the  'month  of  January  proposed  that  the 
duk«  of  Cumberland  should  cross  the  sea,  and  confer  with 
the  prince  of  Orange  oh  this  subject :  he  undertook,  at  die 
peril  of  his  head,  to  cover  Maestricht  with  seventy  thou- 
sand men,  from  all  attacks  of  the  enemy ;  but  his  repre* 
sentattons  seemed  to  have  made  very  little  impression  on 
those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  The  duke  of  Cum- 
berland did  not  depart  from  England  till  towards  the  latter 
end  of  February :  part  of  March  was  elapsed,  before  the 
transports  sailed  from  the  Nore  with  the  additional  troops 
.  and  artillery ;  and  the  last  drafts  from  the  footguards  wer6 
not  embarked  till  the  middle  of  August. 

§  XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate  forces 
joined  each  other,  and  encamped  in  the  neighb(^urhood  of 
Ruremond,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand men ;  and  the  Ff  ench  army  invested  Maestricht,  with- 
out opposition  on  the  third  day  of  April.  The  garrison 
consisted  of  Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  conduct 
of  the  governor,  45aron  d'Aylva,  who  defended  the  place 
with  extraordinary  skill  and  resolution.  He  annoyed  the 
besiegers  in  repeated  sallies:  but  they  were  determined  to 
surmount  all  opposition,  and  prosecuted  their  approaches 
with  incredible  ardour.  They  assaulted  the  covered  way, 
and  there  effected  a  lodgement,  after  an  obstinate  dispute,  in 
which  they  lost  two  thousand  of  their  best  troops :  but,  next 
day  they  were  entirely  dislodged  by  the  gallantry  of  the 
garrison.  These  hostilities  were  suddenly  suspended,  in 
consequence  of  the  preliminaries  signed  «it  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
The  plenipotentiaries  agreed,  that,  for  the  glory  of  his 
christian  majesty's  arms,  the  town  of  Maestricht  should  be 
surrendered  to  his  general,  on  conditk>n  that  it  should  be 
restored  with  all  the  magJLzincs  and  artillery.  He  accord- 
ingly took  possession  of  it  on  the  third  day  of  May,  when 
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the  garrison  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war:  and 
a  cessation  of  arms  immediately  ensued.  By  this  time  the 
Russian  auxiliaries,  to  the  number  of  thirty-seven  thousand^ 
commanded  by  prince  Repnin,  had  arrived  in  Moravia, 
where  they  were  reviewed  by  their  Imperial  majesties :  then 
they  proceeded  to  die  confines  of  Franconia,  where  they 
were  ordered  to  halt,  after  they  had  marched  seven  hundred 
miles  since  the  beginning  of  the  ytwr.  The  French  king 
declared,  that  should  they  advance  hither,  he  would  demol- 
ish the  fortifications  of  Maestricht  and  Bergen-op*Zoom. 
This  dispute  was  referred  to  the  plenipotocitiaries,  who,  in 
the  beginning  of  August,  concluded  a  convention,  import- 
ing, that  the  Russian  troops  shbuld  return  t9  their  own 
country;  and  that  the  French  king  should  disband  an  equal 
number  of  his  forces.  The  season  being  far  advanced,  the 
Russians  were'  provided  with  winter  quarters  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia,  where  they  continued  till  the  spring,  when 
they  marched  back  to  Livonia.  In  the  mean  time  seven- 
and-thir^  thousand  French  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
Flanders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies  remained  quiet 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty.  The  suspension 
of  arms  was  proclaimed  at  London,  and  in  all  the  capitals 
of  the  contracting  powers  :  orders  were  sent  to  the  respec- 
tive admirals  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  to  refrain  from 
hostilities ;  and  a  communication  ^f  trade  and  intelligence 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had  been  at 
variance.  No  material  transaction  distinguished  the  cam- 
paign in  Italy.  The  French  and  Spanish  troops  who  had 
joined  the  Genoese  in  the  territories  of  the  republic, 
amounted  to  thirty  thousand  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
duke  de  Richelieu,  who  was  sent  from  France  to  assume 
that  command^  on  the  death  of  the  duke  de  BouflSers ; 
while  mareschal  de  Belleisle,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand 
men,  covered  the  western  Riviera,  which  was  threatened 
with  an  invasion  by  forty  thousand  Austrians  afid  Piedmon- 
tese,  under  general  Leutrum.  At  the  same  tjme  general  "^ 
Brown,  with  a  more  numerous  army,  prepared  to  reenter 
die  eastern  Riviera,  and  recommence  the  siege  of  Genoa. 
But  these  intended  operations  were  prevented  by  an  arniistice', 
which  took  place  as  soon  as  the  belligerent  powers  had 
acceded  to  the  preliminaries*. 
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§  XXXII.  In  the  East  Indies,  rear-admiral  Boscawea 
undertook  the  siege  of  Pondlcherr}',  which,  in  the  month  of 
August,  he  Mocked  up  by  sea  with  his  squadron,  and  invest** 
ed  by  land  with  a  small  army  of  four  thovt^and  Europeans^ 
and  about  two  thousand  natives  of  that  countr}%     He  pro- 
secuted the  enterprise  with  great  spirit,  and  took  the  fort 
of  Area  Coupan,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  the 
town :  then  he  made  his  approaches  to  the  place,  against 
which  he  opened  batteries,   while  it  was   bombarded  and 
^nnonaded  by  the  shipping.     But  the  fortifications  were  so 
strong,  the  garrison  so  numerous,  and  the  engineers  of  the 
enemy  so  expert  in  their  profession,  that  he  made  very  little 
progress,  and  sustained  considerable  damage.  At  length,  his 
army  being  diminished  by  sickness,  and   the  rainy  season 
approaching,  he  ordered  the  artillery  and  stores  to  be  reem- 
barked;  and  raising  the  siege  on  the  sixth  day  of  October, 
returned  to  fort  St.  David,  after  having  lost  about  a  thou- 
sand men  in  this  expedition.     In  the 'sequel,  several  ships 
of  his  squadron,  and  above  twelve  hundred  sailors,  perbhed 
in  a  hurricane.  The  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  was  more 
successful  in  the  West   Indies.     Rear-admiral    Knowles, 
with  a  squadron  of  eight  ships,  attacked  fort  Liewis,  on  the 
south  side  of  Hispaniola,  which  after  a  warm  action  of  three 
hours   was  surrendered  on   capitulation,  and  dismantled* 
Then  he  made  an  abortive  attempt  upon  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
and  returned  to  Jamaica^  extrem^fly  chagrined  at  his  disap^ 
pointment,  which  he  imputed  to  the  misconduct  of  captain 
Dent,  who  was  tried  in  England  by  a  court  martial,  and 
honourably  acquitted.     On  the  first  day  of  October,  the 
same  admiral  cruising  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Havan- 
nah,  with  eight  ships  of  the  line,   encountered  a  Spanish 
squadron  of  nearly  the  same  strength,  under  the  command 
of  the  admirals  Reggio  and  Spinola.     The  engagement  be- 
gan between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  con- 
tinued with  intervals  till  ei^ht  in  the  evening,  when  the 
enemy  retired  to  the  Havannah,  with  the  loss  of  two  ships  ; 
one  of  which  struck  to  the  British  admiral,  and  the  other 
was,  two  days  after,  set  on  fire  by  her  own  commander,  that 
she  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English.      Mr. 
Knowles  taxed  some  of  his  captains  with  misbehaviour,  and 
they  recriminated  on  his  conduct.  On  their  return  to  Eng- 
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hod,  tL  coUft  mmniil  wu  the  conseqacnec  of  the  mutual 
accusttionf.  Thoee  who  adhered  to  the  commaiider)  and 
the  others  whom  he  impeached,  were  inflamed  against  each 
other  with  the  most  rancorous  resentment.  The  admiral 
himself  did  not  escape  uncensured :  two  of  his  captains 
Were  reprimanded :  but  captain  Holmes,  who  had  displayed 
ancommoo  courage,  was  honourably  acquitted*  Their  ani- 
mosities  did  not  end  with  the  court  martial.  A  bloodless 
-encounter  happened  between  the  admiral  and  captain  Pow« 
lett:  but  captain  Innes  and  captain  Clark,  meeting  by 
appointment  in  Hyde  Park  with  pistols,  the  former  was 
mortally  woundeii,  and  died  next  morning ;  die  latter  was 
tried,  and  condemned  for  murder,  but  indulged  with  his 
flwjesty's  pardouk  Nq  naval  transaction  of  any  conse« 
quence  happened  in  the  European  seas,  during  the  course 
of  this  summiif*  In  January,  indeed,  the  Magnanime,  a 
French  ship  of  the  line,  was  taken  in  the  channel  by  two 
£nglish  cruisers,  after  an  obstinate  engagement :  and  the 
privateers  took  a  considerable  number  of  merchant  ships 
from  the  enemy. 

§  XXXIII.  The  plenipotentiaries  still  continued  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  discussing  all  the  articles  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  which  Was  at  length  concluded  and  signed  on  the 
seventh  day  of  October.  It  was  founded  on  former  trea- 
ties, which  were  now  expressly  confirmed,  from  that  of 
Westphalia  to  the  last  concluded  at  London  and  Vienna^ 
The  contracting  parties  agreed,  That  all  prisoners  on  each 
side  should  be  mutually  released,  without  ransom  and  all 
conquests  restored :  that  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia 
and  Quastalla,  should  be  ceded  as  a  settlement  to  the  infant 
Don  Philip,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body ;  but  in  case  of 
his  asceiiditog  the  throne  of  Spain,  or  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  or 
Us  dying  without  male  issue,  that  they  should  revert  to 
the  house  of  Austria;  thstt  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  send  two 
persons  of  rank  and  distinction,  to  reside  in  France,  as  hos- 
tages,  until  restitution  should  be  made  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
all  the  other  conquests  which  his  Britannic  majesty  should 
have  achieved  in  the  East  or  West  Indies,  before  or  after 
the  preliminaries  were  signed :  that  the  assiento  contract, 
with  the  article  of  the  annual  ship,  should  be  confirmed  for 
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lour  yean,  during  whieh  the  enjoyment  of  that  privilege 
was  suspended  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war, 
that  Dunkirk  should  remain  fortified  on  the  land  side,  and 
towards  the  sea  continuing  on  the  footing  of  former  trea- 
ties* All  the  contracting  powers  became  guarantees  to  th^ 
king  of  Prussia  for  the  dutchy  of  Silesia  and  the  county  of 
Glatz,  as  he  at  present  possessed  them ;  and  they  likewise 
engaged  to  secure  the  empress  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bp- 
hemia  in  possession  of  her  hereditary  dominions,  according 
to  the  pragmatic  sanction.  The  other  articles  regulated  the 
forms  and  times  fixed  for  his  mutual  restitution,  as  well  as 
for  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  different  parts  of  the 
world*  But  the  right  of  English  subjects  to  navigate  in  the 
American  seas,  without  being,  subject  to  search,  was  not 
once  mentioned,  though  this  claim  was  the  original  source 
of  the  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain :  nor 
were  the  limits  of  Acadia  ascertained.  This  and  all  other 
dbputes  were  left  to  the  discussictn  of  commbsartes.  We 
have  already  observed,  that  after  the  troubles  of  the  empire 
began,  the  war  was  no  longer  maintained  on  British  princi- 
ples. It  became  a  continental  contest,  and  was  prosecuted 
on  the  side  of  the  allies  without  conduct,  spirit,  or  unanimity. 
In  the  Netherlands  they  were  outnumbered  and  outwitted 
by  the  enemy*  They  never  hazarded  a  batUe  without  sus- 
tsuning  a  defeat.  Their  vast  armies,  paid  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, lay  inactive,  and  beheld  one  fortress  reduced  after  ano*' 
ther,  until  the  whole  country  was  / subdued;  and  as  their 
generals  fought,  their  plenipotentiaries  negotiated.  At  a 
time  when  their  affairs  began  to  wear  the  most  promising 
aspect,  when  the  arrival  of  the  Russian  auxiliaries  would 
have  secured  an  undoubted  superiority  in  the  field ;  when 
the  British  fleets  had  trampled  on  the  naval  power  of 
France  and  Spain,  intercepted  their  supplies  of  treasure,  and 
cut  off  all  their  resources  of  gammerce ;  the  British  minis- 
ters seemed  to  treat,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  honour 
and  advantage  of  their  country.  They  left  her  most 
valuable  and  necessary  rights  of  trade  unowned  and  unde- 
cided :  they  subscribed  to  the  insolent  demand  of  sending 
the  nobles  of  the  realm  to  grace  the  court,  and  adorn  the 
triumphs  of  her  enemy;  and  they  tamely  gave  up  her  con- 
quests in  North  America,  of  more  consequence  to  her 


traffic  than  all  the  odier  dominions  for  which  die  pollers  at 
war  contended :  they  gave  up  the  important  isle  of  Cape 
Breton,  in  exchange  for  a  petty  factory  in  the  East  Indies^ 
belonging  to  a  private  cotupaay,  wliose  existence  had  been 
deemed  prejudicial  to  die  commonwealth*  What  then  were 
the  iruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  this  long  and  desperate 
war  f  A  dreadful  e;q>emse  of  blood  and  treasure,*  disgrace 
upon  disgrace,  an  additional  load  of  grievous  impositions, 
and  the  national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
ti|^ty  0iiQkm6  eteilaag. 

t  SqcIi  «b  9ai^emme  war  eoold  not  be  maiotunf^  vHkoat  a  y/erf  ^Upoc' 
dbaoy  exerticHi  of  a  commerciid  spirit :  accoitfingfy-  we  find  that  Great  Britain^ 
4wBetib&4«BAof  1|^  WilKaiA,  btAfittBtiiierhar  pwMMretwitkiaamaaMTi- 
loiir  and  perae«ep»n«e.  Whether  it  be  owil^  to  the  natiin^  progretsion  ot  trade 
estondmg  itaelf  from  its  origin  to  its  ticm^  or  nepitu  ultra,  or  te  the  eiieoarage* 
went  gi^ea  by  Ibe  •tfi«ii»stratiea to  mim^fmi  me» ^ttt  dypi>na>i0ttf a  orleiie* 
eeasily,  impeUing  those  who  ean  qq  longer  Uve  on  small  incomes  to  risk  their 
tapitab  19  toAct  tbatch^  mar  have  <  dkanee  Ibr  bettering  theif  Ibttanes ;  or» 
batly,  to  a  conearrenee  of  all  these  mofes ;  certain  k  ist  the  natiooal  ezporta  and 
importoB  bare  been  senslbfy  increasing  fbr  these  fotty  rears :  the  yeiAf  medSom  oC 
wooUeft  exports,  liora  the  fear  ITsS  ^  t^ifi  IsfMire,  anwiilvd  la  ^Mt  three 
nations  and  a  half,  which  was  a  yearly  increase  on  the  medinniy  of  five  hundred 
liiiMiBand  po«nidtabaBrefkemedMm|roi&lftttof7S4.  Prom  this  artiele  the  re%- 
d<r  willceiicelTfi  the  jyndigjtfmp  s^t^  wtd  imy<rti^t  9f  the  British  cQtMayce. 
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$  I.  THE  peace  of  Atac->la-Chapelle,  hovrev^r 
ui»t2d>le  or  iogloriaus  it  might  appear  to  those  who  under- 
stood the  int^rest^,  and  fek  for  the  honour  of  their  coxxatry^ 
was  nev^tiietess  not  imwdcome  to  die  nation  in  general. 
Hie  l^ttisb  atiinistry  will  always  find  it  more  difficidt  to 
satisfy  the  people  at  the  end  of  a  successful  campaign,  than 
at  the  coadustonrof  an  unfortunate  war.  The'  \Englbh  are 
impatient  of  miscarriage  and  disappointment,  and  too  apt  to 
be  mtoxicated  with  victory.  At  dus  [5eHod  they  were  tired 
of  the  burdens,  and  sick.4>f  the  disgraces,  to  which  they  had 
been  ea^rosed  in  the:  course  of  seven  tedious  campaigns. 
Tiiey  had  suffered  considerable  losses  and  interruption  in 
the  article  of  commerce,  which  was  the  source  of  their 
national  opulence  and  power :  They  knew  it  would  neces'* 
sarUy  be  clogged  with  additional  duties,  for  the  mainte* 
nance  of  a  continental  war,  and  the  support  of  foreign 
subsidiaries ;  and  they  drew  very  faint  presages  of  future 
sttcceas^lther  from  the  conduct  of  their  allies,  or  the  capa* 
city  of  their  commanders.  To  a  people  influenced  by  diese 
considerations,  the  restoration  of  a  free  trade,  the  respite 
from  that  anxiety  and  suspense  which  the  prosecution  of  a 
war  never  fails  to  engender,  and  the  prospea  of  a  speedy 
deliverwice  from  discouraging  restraint  and  oppressive 
iB4>ositions,  were   advantages   that   sweetened  the  biuer 
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diMglie  rf  It  dialioaourabl&  ttegty^  w^  uidiiced  dift  «ui- 
jority  of  the  ntticm  to  ac^ub^ce  m  the  peace,  not  hmly 
vithout  nuarmiuriig^  bat  eveu  mdk  some  degree  o£  salia- 
fcction  aod  ^plause. 

$  II,  Immediate^  after  the  exchange  of  ratifieslicHM  at 

AiX'ta-Chapette  id^  ariaieB  «ere  fafoka  up :  The  allies  in  the 

Sfe^berlaada  withdrew  their  ecvefal  proportiooa  ci  ttiadps ; 

the  French  began  ta  evacuate  Fhncters  ;'  and  the  EngHah 

fiorcea  n^ere  re^ndiarkcd  for  their  omn  eottntry.     Hia  Bri- 

liimic  majesi^  returned  icotti  hit  German  dombdawi  in 

Novenber^  baring  bmded  near  Margiite,  in  Kent*  afber  a 

dangerous  passage;  and  an  the  2ith  of  die  same  asoath  he 

opened  the  session  of  parliaaaent,    Bjr  this  time  the  insnn* 

deistanding  betireen  die  first  tiro  personages  of  the  r<^al 

fismily  had  been  increased  by  a  fresh  succession  of  matter* 

The  prince  of  Wales  had  held  a  court  of  Stannarjr^in  ^pialitjr 

pf  duke  of  Cornwall ;  snd  revived  some  claims  attached  to 

Ihat  dignity,  which,  had  they  been  admitted,,  would  have 

greatly  augmeotnd  hia  inftuence  among  the  Coenish  ^o** 

roughs*     These  efforts  routed  the  jerfousj  of  dse  adminisK 

tratien,  which  had  airways  ccswdered  diem  as  an  interiaa 

nriioUy  dependent  on  die  fmmn :  and|  thereitwe^  the  ptetenr 

WQns  of  his  royid  hi^^eaa  vnstn  opposed  by  dm  whote 

imght  of  the  miniitvy*     His  adhectnts,  resenting  thean 

hoscitities  as  an  ^^tuy  to  theiic  aoj^al  nsoateir,  hnamdiateijr 

joined  the  renmant  of  the  fanneit  opposiAm  fat  pnriiameniy 

^d  resolved  to  oouoteciict  aU  the  mudstncial  mftttsuies.  diae 

should  £alL  under  their  eognisanoe^  aft  least,, thcQr  deitermined 

m  seine  emery  opportsuuny  o£  thwarting  dm  asavanta  of  d^ 

crown^in  eiHjry  scheme  or  propesai  that  had  not  an  erident 

tendency  to  the  advantage  of  .the  naftimi.      Thia  bssid  of 

auailiaries  waa  hgidcd  by  the  esri  of  £«^,  Dr.  Loe,  and  Mr« 

V-iTts*    The  firat  poaaessed  a  speciea  of  do^uence  rathea 

plansibk  than  powerful^  be  spoke  with  fluem^r  and  fire :  hia 

fi^rb  was  hold  and  enterprisingy  hittt  apprchensioa  quirk,  and 

his  repi^rtee  aeverew    i>r«  Xiee  was  a  man  of  eateaaiae  enxti?* 

lion  and  irr^proachaHc  motals,  partioilarly  versedi^  the  ecrii 

law,  which  he  professed,  and  pesfecdy  well  acquiuatod  with 

^  constitution  of  his  coua^.  Mr.  K*-^  wa&  an:  ora/tor  of 

middling  abilities^  who  hanmg^ied  upon  all  sul^ecta.  indnh 

criminateiy^  and  sofqilmd  widt  canfidance  wdiat  he  wanted 
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iacapflidty :  he  hftd  been  at  some  pidM  to  atwljT  the  biw* 
nets  ef  tfaie  Iwiie,  as  weU.as  t»  underatMid  the  machine  of 
gwenimtta;  aad  wm  mleraUy  veH  heard,  as  he  generaUjr 
qwke  with  am  AppearatKCe  of  good  httmour,  imd  hazarded 
overf  irtiiflMical  ide«,  as  it  rose  in  his  imagWiation.  But 
lord  Bcdnigbvoke  is  scud  to  hare  been  the  chief  spring  whicb^ 
in  secret,  actuated  the  deliberations  of  the  prince's  court. 
'Dial;  nobkoian,  seemiogly  sequestered  from  the  tumults  of 
a  pubKc  Utfe^  resided  at  Bsttersea^  where  he  was  visited 
Bke  a  sainted  shrine  by  ail  the  distingubhed  votaries  of 
wit^  rioqusMce^  and  political  aiiibittdn*  There  he  was 
Gokirmted  anid  admired  for  the  elegance  of  his  manners, 
and  tke  ehsirms  of  his  converaation.  The  prince's  curiosity 
was  first  captivated  by  his  character,  and  his  esteem  was 
afterwards  secured  -by  the  vresistible  address  of  that  extra- 
erdniary  persteage,  who  continued  in  a  regular  progression 
t&  inamuate  himadf  still  farther  and  farther  into  the  good 
graces  of  his  royal  patron.  How  £ar  the  conduct  of  his 
vayal  highness  was  influenced  by  the  private  advice  of  this 
noUeman  wr  slmU  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  certain  it 
is»  the  fidends  of  die  ministry  propogated  a  report,  that  he 
was  die  dicftitor  (rf those  measures  which  the  prince  adopted; 
asd  that^  under  the  8pecio«is  pretext  of  attachment  to  the 
lieir  apparcttt  of  the  crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which 

to  perpetuate  die  breach  in  <be  royal  family.     What- . 
his  sentiments  and  motives  might  have  been,  this  wais 
no  other  tha»  a  revival  of  the  old  ministerial  clamour,  that 
a  man'  camot  be  well  affected  to  the  king,  if  he  pretends  to 
seosure  any  measm'e  of  the  administnition. 

$*  III.  The  weight  which  the  (^position  derived  from 
dt^  new  confederates  in  the  house  of  commons  was  still 
greatly  overbalanced  by  die  power,  influence^  and  ability 
dwt  sustained  every  ministerial  project.  Mr.  Pelham,who 
chiefly  managed  the  hefan  of  affairs,  was  generally  esteemed 
as  a  BMmof  honesty  and  candour,  actuated  by  a  sincere  love 
for  Ins  eo«ntry,  tbough  he  had  been  educated  in  erroneous 
principLes  of  government,  and  in  some  measure  obliged  to 
pnoseoute  a:  fatal  system,  wluch  descended  to  him  by  inber* 
itance.  At  this  time  be  numbered  Mr.  Pitt  among  hia 
fellow  ministers^  and  was  moreover  su{^orted  by  many 
other  individuals  of  distb^ished  abilities  i  among  whom 


^4  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  It4^. 

the  first  place  in  point  of  genius,  was  due  to  Mr.  M.  who 
executed  the  office  of  solicitor  general.     This  gentlemao, 
the  son  of  a  noble  family  in  North  Britain,  bad  raised  Um^ 
self  to  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  by  a  most  keen  intuidve 
spirit  of  apprehension,  that  seemed  to  seize  every  objects 
first  glance  ;  an  innate  sagacity,  that  saved  the  trouble  of 
intense  application ;  and  an  irresistible  stream  of  doqiKttce, 
that  flowed  pure  and  classical,  strong  and  co^us,  reA«et» 
ing^  in' the  most  conspicuous  point  of  view,  the  subjects  over^ 
which  it  rolled,  and  sweeping  before  it  all  the  tlfaneof 
formal  hesitation,  and  all  the  entangling  weeds  of  chicanery* 
Yet,  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  not  so  impHehly  at- 
tached to  the  first  minister  as  to  acquiesce  iiridl  bis  p^bms^ 
and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents  to  the  support  of  every 
court  measure   indiscriminately*     This  was  one  mateiial 
point  in  which  Mr.  Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of 
his  predecessor,  who  admitted  of  no  contradiction  from  any 
of  his  adherents  or  fellow  servants,  but  insisted  on  sacrifi- 
cing their  whole  perception  and  faculties  to  his  conduct  and 
disposal.     That  sordid  deference  to  a  minister  no  longor  ' 
characterized  the  subordinate  instruments  of  the  administra- 
tion.    It  was  not  unusual  to  see  the  great  officers  of  the 
government  divided  in  a  parliamentary  debate,  and  to  heiur 
the  secretary  at  war  opposing  with- great  vehemence  a  clause 
suggested  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.     After  all, 
if  we  coolly  consider  those  arguments  which   have  been 
bandied  about,  and  retorted  with  such  eagerness  and  acri*- 
mony  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  divest  them  of  those 
passionate  tropes   and  declamatory   metajrfiors  whidi  the 
spirit  of  opposition  alone  had  produced,  we  shall  find  very 
little  left  for  the  subject  of  dispute,  and  sometimes  be  puz* 
zled  to  discover  any  material  soiu'ce  of  diaagreement. 

^  IV.  In  the  month  of  November  his  majesty  opened 
the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech,  acquainting  them, 
that  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  at  length  signed  I^ 
all  the  parties  concerned ;  that  he  had  made  the  most  effec- 
tual provision  for  securing  the  rights  and  interests  of  hia 
own  subjects ;  and  procured  for  his  allies  the  best  condi- 
tions, which,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  could  be 
obtained.  He  said,  he  had  found  a  general  good  disposi- 
tion in  all  parties  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy  con- 
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dvai(m :  and  observed,  that  we  might  promise  ourselves  a 
kmg  eigoyment  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  Finally,  after 
fafemng  remaxJEed  that  times  of  tranquillity  were  the  proper 
seasons  for  lessening  the  national  debt,  ,and  strengthening 
the  kingdom  agakist  future  events,  he  recommended  to  the 
ounmons  the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue,  the  main- 
tenance of  a  considerable  naval  force,  the  advancement  of 
commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace*  This 
speech,  as  useal,  was  echoed  back  by  an  address  to  the 
throne  from  bodi  houses,  containing  general  expressions  of 
Ae  warmest  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  his  majesty,  and  im- 
j^nig  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  and  acquiescence  in  the 
articles  of  die  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapdle* 

§  V*  The  members  in  the  opposition,  accordifng  to  cus- 
tom, cavilled  at  the  nature  of  this  address.  They  observed, 
that  die  late  pacification  was  the  worst  and  most  inglorious 
of  all  the  bad  treaties  to  which  the  English  nation  had  ever 
subscribed :  that  it  was  equally  disgraceful,  indefinite,  and 
absurd :  diey  said,  the  British  navy  had  gained  such  an 
ascendaxicy  over  the  French  at  sea,  that  the  sources  of  their 
wealth  were  already  choaked  up ;  that  the  siege  of  Maes- 
tricht  would  have  empk^ed  their  arms  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries till  the  arrival  of  the  Russians ;  and  that  the  accession 
of  these  auxiliaries  would  have  thrown  the  superiority  into 
the  scale  of  the  allies.  They  did  not  fail  to  take  notice, 
that  the  most  important  and  original  object  of  the  war  was 
left  wholly  undecided ;  and  demonstrated  the  absurdity  of 
dieir  promising,  in  the  address,  to  make  good  such  engage- 
foents  as  his  majesty  had  entered  into  with  his  allies^,  before 
they  knew  what  those  engagements  were.  In  answer  to 
these  objections,  the  ministers  replied,  that  the  peace  was 
in  itself  rather  better  than  could  be  expected ;  and  that  the 
smallest  delay  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  were  upon  the 
point  of  concluding  a  neutrality,  in  consequence  of  which 
their  troops  would  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  allied 
army ;  and,  in  that  case,  even  the  addition  of  the  Russian 
auxiliaries  would  not  have  rendered  it  a  match  for  the  ene- 
my. They  asserted,  that  if  the  war  had  been  prolonged 
another  year,  the  national  credit  of  Great  Britain  must 
have  been  entirely  ruined,  many  of  the  public  funds  having 
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9tuik  below  par  in  ibe  preceduig  ^efis<ni,eo  diat  thue  i 
H%d  begun  to  deepair  of  neeiBg  the  monty  paid  in  on  tkft. 
new  subecription.  Witli  respect  to  tht  rtsiotmon  of  Cape 
Breton,  the  limits,  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  ri^  of  aav^ 
gating  without  search  in  the  Ao^encan  aeaa,  which  rig^ 
bad  been  left  une»tabliahed  in  the  Ixieaty,  Aey  dedaiml,  diat 
the  jlrat  waii  an  unneceasary  expense,  of  no  cmisequ^ice  te 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  other  two  were  points  in  dis- 
pnte,  to  be  amicably  settled  in  private  oonferences  by.coM^ 
miasaries  duly  authorized  i  but  by  no  means  articles  to  be 
established  by  a  general  treaty. 

$  VL  What  the  opposition  wanted  in  atrengM^  it 
endeavoured  to  majke  up  with  spirit  and  peraeverance* 
Every  ministerial  motion  and  measure  waa  canvassed^  sifted, 
and  decried  with  uncommon  art  and  vivacity :  but  aH  th» 
little  avaUed  against  the  sin^e  article  of  superior  miasbers  ; 
and  accordingly  this  was  the  source  of  certain  triiunph  in  aU 
debates  in  which  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  united. 
The  nation  had  reason  to  expect  an  immediate  mitigatiOB 
in  ^  article  of  annual  es:peasc,  considering' the  number  of 
troops  and  ships  of  war  which  had  been  reduced  at  tha 
ratification  of  the  treaty  j  but  they  were  disagreeably  unde* 
ceived  in  finding  themselves  again  loaded  with  very  extra-^ 
ordinary  impositions,  for  the  payment  of  a  vast  debt  vdiich 
government  had  contracted  in  the  course  of  the  war,  not-* 
withstanding  the  incredible  aids  granted  by  parliaoneot. 
The  committee  of  supply  establisjied  four  points  of  consi*. 
deration,  in  their  deliberations  concerning  the  sums  neces* 
sary  to  be  raised ;  naqaely,  for  fulfilling  the  engagementa 
which  the  parliament  had  entered  into  with  his  majesty,  and 
the  services  undertaken  for  the  success  of  the  war;  for 
discharging  debts  contracted  by  government  for  makhig 
good  deficiencies ;  and  for  defraying  the  current  expense  of 
Ae  year.  It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed  four-and-fbrty 
thousand  pounds  to  the  elector  of  Bavatria ;  above  thirty 
thousand  to  the  duke  of  Brunswick;  the  like  sum  tO'  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel ;  and  near  nine  thousand  pounds 
to  the  elector  of  Mentz.  The  queen  of  Himgary  claimed 
an  arrear  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  city  of 
Glasgow,  in  North  Britain,  presented  a  petition,  praying  to 
be  reimbursed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  extorted. 
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from  that  corporation  by  the  son  of  the  pretender,  during 
the  rebdIUon*  One  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  pounds 
were  owing  to  the  forces  in  North  Aitterica  and  the  East 
Indies;  besides  near  half  a  million  due  on  extraordinary 
expense  incurred  by  the  land  forces  in  America,  Flanders, 
and  North  Britain,  by  the  ofice  of  ordnance,  and  other 
services  of  the  last  year,  to  which  the  parliamentary  provi- 
sion did  not  eictend.  The  remaining  debt  of  the  ordnance 
amounted  to  above  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds:  but  the  navy  bills  could  not  be  discharged  for  less  * 
than  four  millions.  An  addition  of  two  millions  three 
hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  three  hundred  thirty- 
three  poioids  fifteen  shillings  and  two-pence  was  also 
required  for  the  current  service  of  the  year.  In  a  word, 
tiie  whqle  annual  ripply  exceeded  eight  millions  steriing*— 
a  sum  at  which  the  whole  nation  expressed  equal  astonish- 
ment said  disgust.  It  was  charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt, 
mum,  cider,  and  perry^  the  land  tax  at  four  shillings  in  the 
pound,,  annuities  on  the  sinking  fund,  an  application  of  one 
inillion  from  that  deposit,  and  the  loan  of  the  like  sum  to 
be  charged  ^on  the  first  aids  of  next  session.  The  number 
of  seamen  was  reduced  to  seventeen  thousand,  and  that  of 
the  land  forces  to  ,  eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  including  guards  and  garrisons. 

$  VII.  £very  article  ot  expense,  however,  was  warmljr 
disputed  by  die  anticou^tiers ;  especially  the  demand  of  tbe 
queen  of  Hungary,  which  was  deemed  unreasonably^  exotbi*? 
taint  and  rapacious,  considering  the  seas  of  blood  which  we 
had.  shed,  and  the  immensity  of  treasure  we  Jbad  exhausted 
for  her  benefit :  and  surely  the  subjects  of  this  nation  had 
Sonne  reason  to  complain  of  an  indulgence  of  this  nature^ 
grranted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally  snatched  from 
tiie  brink  of  ruin — a  power  whose  quarrel  they  hadespoused 
w^id  a>degree  of  enthusiasm  that  did  much  more  honour  to 
their  gallantry  than  to  their  discretion— ^a  ppwer  that  kept 
aloof,  with  a  stateliness  of  pride  peculiar  to  herself  and 
family;  and  beheld  her  British  auxiliaries  fighting  her.bat*^ 
ties  at  their  own  expense  :  while  she  squandered  aUray,  in 
the  idle  p^eantry  of  barbarous  magpificence,  those,  ample 
subsidies  whi<^  they  advanced  in  order  to  maintain  her 
armies;  and  furnish  out  h^r  proportioA  -of  ^  war*. :  Tbe^ 
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leaders  of  the  oppostticm  neglected  no  opp<»tiimt3r  of  em« 
bittcring  the  triumphs  of  their  adversaries;  they  inveighed 
agwist  the  extravagance  of  -granting  nxteen  thousand 
|H>unds  for  the  pay  of  general  and  staff  oficers,  during  a 
peace  that  required  no  such  estaUishmenty  espedadly  at  a 
juncture  when  the  national  tncunsbrances  rendered  it  abso^ 
lutely  necessary  to  practise  every  expedient  of  economy^ 

/  They  even  combatted  the  request  of  the  city  of  Glasgow^ 
to  he  indemnified  for  the  extraordinary  exaction  it  nnder- 

•  went  from  the  rebels^  thou|^  it  appeared,  from  unquestkMH 
able  evidence,  that  this  extraordinary  eontribotion  was 
exacted  on  account  of  that  city's  pccidiar  attachment  to  the 
reigning  family :  that  b  had  always  invartaUy  adhered  to 
irevolution  principles;  and,  with  an  unequalled  spirit  of 
loyalty  and  xeal  ferthe  protestant  soocession,  distinguished 
itself  boih  in  the  last  and  preceding  rebellion. 

4  VIII.  But  the  most  violent  contest  arose  on  certi^n 
regulations  which  the  minbtry  wanted  to  establish  in  two 
bi^,  velatiag  to  the  sea  and  land  service.  The  fir^  undtr 
the  title  of  a  bill  for  amending,  explaining,  waA  ledocing 
into  one  act  of  parliament  the  laws  relating  to  die  navy, 
waa  calculated  sdely  with  a  view  of  subjecting  half  pay 
officers  to  martial  law^-^i  design  which  not  only  ftumished 
th6  opposition  with  a  plaunble  handle  for  acensii^  the 
ministers,  a^  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  constitution, 
ia  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  but  abo 
^rmed  the  sea  officers  to  siiefa  a  degt ee,  that  they  asseaci^ 
bkd  to  a  consideraUe  niunber,  with  a  view  to  deliberate 
upon  die  proper  meana  of  defeading  their  privikges  and 
libertka  fr(Hn  iavasicm*  The  residt  of  their  consultations 
was  a  petition  to  ^e  house  of  commons,  subscribed  bjr 
thtee  adimirab  and  fbrty^even  captains,  not  membera  of 
parliament,  rei^esentiag,  that  the  biU  in  agitaticm  contained 
aeaend  elausues,  tending  to  the  injury  and  dishonour  of  all 
aaewal  officers,  w  well  as  to  the  detriment  of  his  majesty^i 
aervke;  and  that  the  laws  already  m  force  had  bean  always 
£Eiund  e^Ecctuat  for  securing  the  service  of  officers  on  half 
Ipay  upon>  dse  most  pressing  occasions  t  they,  therefore^ 
hoped,  that  they  shoidd  not  be  subjected  to  new  hacdshipa 
imd  Ascouaagementa;  and  begged  ta  be  beard  IsiydieiT 
tounsel^  hafisot  the  camaaittirf  «£  Iha  whote.  housc!,  toadiing 
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svxh  ports  of  tlie  bin  »  Atj  mppedsmd^  woML  be  muri* 
ous  to  thennclTcs  attd  die  othor  oficen  •£  hu  majttitsr^t 
nayy.  This  petition  was  prceefttcd  to  cfac'  home  bjr  sir 
Jdui  Norris,  and  the  BK>tbn  for  tto  being  read  was 
aeconded  by  sir  Peter  Warren,  wbdse  character  was 
universally  esteeaned  and  beloved  in  die  nation*  This 
neasore  had  like  to  have  produced  very  serious  conse^ 
qac»ce8#  Many  commanders  and  subalterns  had  repaired 
to  the  admiralty,  and  threatened,  in  plain  terms,  to  tlurow 
up  their  commissiotis  in  case  the  bill  should  pass  into  a  law ; 
sttd  a  general  ferment  was  begun  anxmg  ail  subordinate 
members  of  the  navy.  A  motion  was  made,  tha^  the 
petitionerB,  accmxling  to  their  request,  should  be  heard 
fay  their  oounsel  i  and  this  proposal  was  strongly  urged 
hf  the  first  orators  of  the  antiministerial  association  f 
but  the  minister,  confiding  in  his  own  strength,  reinfcMrced 
by  die  aUlides  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  Mr.  Fox. 
tbe  secretary  at  war,  strenuously  opposed  the  motion,  which, 
upon  a  division  was  thrown  out  by  a  great  majority.  The 
aeveral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  separately  / 
debated  with  great  Warmth;  and  though  Mr.  Pelham  had, 
with  the  most  disinterested  air  of  candour,  repeatedly 
(icclarcd  that  he  required  no  support  even  from  his  own 
adherents,  but  that  which  might  arise  from  reason  unre* 
strained,  and  &11  conviction,  he,  on  this  occasion,  reaped 
sill  die  fruit  from  their  zeal  and  attachment  which  could  be 
expected  from  the  most  implicit  complaisance.  Some 
plausible  anumdments  of  the  most  exceptionable  clauses 
vrete  offi^iF^,  particularly  of  that  which  imposed  an  oadi 
upon  the  meaibers  of  every  court  martial,  that  they  should 
not,  on  any  account,  disclose  the  opinions  or  transactions  o£ 
way  such  tribunaL  This  was  considered  as  a  sanction, 
under  which  any  court  martial  might  commit  die  most  fla« 
grant  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  which  even  parlisH 
«acnt  itself  CQuld  not  redress,  because  it  would  be  impossi* 
Up  tt>  ascertsttt^  the  trt^  eternally  sealed  up  by  this  absurd 
^ligadon.  7b^  amendment  proposed  was,  that  the  mem** 
bers  of  a  coui^  inartial  might  reveal  the  transactions  sod 
atperadons  of  it,  in  all  cases  wherein  the  courts  of  jusdtce^ 
as  the  law  noif  stands,  have  a  right  tobterfere,  if  required 
thereto  by  ejilj^r  houi^  of  parliament ;  a  very  reasonable 
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mitigaiticHi,  whi^'hbvever,  was  njectied'fay  tik  tfafority* 
Neiiertholess,  the  ausfucion  of  an  intended  encroackm^it 
had  raised  such  a  clan&our  without  doors,  and  diffused  die 
odium  of  this  measure  so  generally^  that  the  minister 
thought  proper  to  drop  the  projected  article  of' war,  sub- 
jecting the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to  thft  jurisdicdona 
of  courts  martial ;  and  the  bill  being  i&o  sbftcbed  in  odicr 
particuhrs^  duringits  passage  through  the  upper  house,  a^ 
length  received  the  royal  assent. 

.  $  iX.  The  fiame  which  this  act  bad  kindled,  was 
tadier  increased  than  abated  on  the  appearance  of  a  new 
nmtiny  bill  repute  wiih  diveis  innovatimis,  tending  to  aug- 
ment the  influence  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  authority 
and  power  of  a  military  jurisdiction.  All  the  articles  of 
war  established  since  the  reign  of  Charles  the  secbnd,  were, 
submitted  to  the  inspection  Of  the  commons  ;  and  in  these' 
appeared  a  gradual  spirit  of  encroachment,  almost  im|)er- 
ceptibly  deviating  from  the  civil  institutes  of  the  En^ish 
constitution,  towards  the  establishment  of  a  military  tlo*- 
minion.  By  this  new  bill  a  power  was  vested  in  any  com- 
mander in  chief,  to  revise  and  correct  any  legal  sentence  of 
a  court  martial,  by  which  the  members  of  such  a  court, 
corresponding  \yith  iht  nature  of  a  civil  jury,  were  render^ 
ed  absolutely  useless,  and  the  commander  in  a  great  mea« 
9ure  absolute  ;  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  of  summon- 
ing such  officers  as  he  might  chbose  to  sit.  on  any  trial,  a 
prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court  of  judicature  f 
but  he  was  also  at  liberty  to  review  and  aher  the  sentence  ; 
so  that  a  man  was  subject  to  two  trials  for  the  same  offence, 
and  the  commander  in  chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt 
and  the  punishment.  By  the  final  clause  of  this  bill,  mar-^ 
tial  law  was  extended  to  all  ofSicers  on  hklf  pay  ;  and  the 
same  arguments  which  had  been  urged  against  this  article 
in  the  navy  bill,  were  now  repeated  and  reinforced  with 
redoubled  fervour.  Many  reasons  were  offered  to'  prove  that 
th^  half  pay  was  allotted  as  a  recompense  for  past  services  ; 
and  the  opponents  of  the  bill  affirmed,  that  such  an  article,  by 
augmenting  the  dependents  ofthe  crown,  might  be  very  dan- 
gerous to  the  constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  the  partisans 
of  the  ministry  asserted,  that  the.  half  pay  was  granted  as  a 
retaining  fee ;  and  that  origim\ny   all  those   who  v.  enjoyed 
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tlib  indulgence  wcfc'deenieaito  &e  »  aetivift,  service^  CMise* 
qoeatly  subject  to  martial  lair*     Mr.  Piti,  wtu>  at  this  time' 
exercised  Ae  office  of  ^ymaster  genetal  with  a  rigour  of 
io^gricf  unknown  to  die  most  -  disinteretited  of  all  his  pre- 
deicessors  in  that  department,  espouaed  1  the  clause  in  dis^ 
pute^  as  a  necessary  extension^of.  military  discipline,  whicl| 
could  never  be  attended  with  any  bad  consequence  to  the 
Uberty  of  the  nation.     The  reouirks  whieh'iie'tnade  on  this 
occasion,  implied  an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly  exist- 
ed in  dependence  upon  the  direction  of  the  sovereign,  and 
die  virtue  of  the  army.     ^^  To  that  virtue  (said  he)  we 
^  trust  even  at  this  hour,  small  as  our  army  i»— 4o  that  vir* 
^  tue  we  must  have  trusted,  had  this  bill  been  modelled  as 
^  its  warmest   opposers  could  have  wished ;  and  without 
^  this  virtue,   should  the  lords,  the  commoos^  and  the  peo^ 
*^  pie  of  England    intrench  themselvea  behind  parchment 
^*  up  to  the  teeth,  the  sword  will  find  a  passage  to  the  vitals 
^  of  the  constitution."     All  the  disputed  articles  of  the 
biU  beitig  sustained  on  the  shoulders  of  a  great  majority^  it 
was  conveyed  to  the  upper  bouse^  where  it  excited  another 
violent  contest.     Upon  the  cfuestion  whether   officers  .on 
half  pay  had  not  been  subject  to  martial  law,  the  judges 
were  consulted  and  divided  in  their  sentimems*     The  earl 
of  Bath,  declared  his    optmon,   that  martial  law  did  not 
extend  to  reformed  offieem  ;    and  opened  all  the  sluiceis  -of 
iiis  ancient  eloquence.     He   admitted   a  case  which  .was 
iirged,  of  seven  officers  on  half  pay,  who,  being  taken  in 
actual   rebellion  at  Preston,  in  the-  year  XT'! 5,  had  been 
eicecuted  on  the  spot  hf  mavtial  law,  in  cdns^queboe  of  die 
king's  express  order.     He  candidly^  owned,  that. he  him- 
self was  secretary  at  war   at  that  periocl>;  that   he   had 
approved  of  this  order,  and  even  transmiued  it  to  general 
xCarpenter,   who    commanded  at   Preston ;    but   now   his 
-opinion   was   entirely,  changed.     He  observed,  that  when 
the  forementioned  rebellion  fiitst  broke  out,  the  house  pre- 
*sented  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  hi^  majesty  would 
be  pleased  to  employ  all  lialf  p^iy  ofi^ccrsv  and  gratify  them 
^with  whole  pay;  aod^  indeed,  all  such  officers^  were  voted 
on  whole   pay,  by   the  house   of  commons.     They  were 
afterwards  apprised  of  this  vote,  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
{gazette,   and   ordered  to  hold   themselves  in  readiness  I  to 
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tepak  to  such  places  as  diottld  be  i^pointed;  attd  fiiudljr 
oomsMnded  to  repair  b}r  such  a  day  to  those  (dbces^  on 
pain  of  being  struck  off  the  half  pay  list.  These  precai>*^ 
lions  would  have  been  unnecessar)'^  had  they  btntn  deemed 
sutgect  to  martial  law ;  and  the  penalty  for  nonobedience 
would  not  have  been  merely  a  privation  of  their  penstoaSt 
but  they  would  have  fallen  imder  the  pumshment  of  deHth^ 
as  deserters  from  the  service.  His  lordship  distinguished^ 
with  great  propriety  and  precision,  between  a  step  which 
had  been  precipitately  taken  in  a  violent  crisis,  when  the 
public  was  heated  with  apprehension  and  resentment,  and  n 
solemn  law  concerted  at  leisure,  during  the  most  profound 
tranquillity.  Notwithstanding  ih^  spirited  opposition  of 
this  nobUman,  and  some  attempts  to  insert  additional 
clauses,  the  bill  having  undergone  a  few  inconsiderable 
amendmenu,  passed  by  a  very  considerable  majority. 

$  X.  Immediately  after  the  mutiny  bill  had  passed  the 
lower  house,  another  fruitless  eflbrt  was  made  by  the  oppo-^ 
sition.  The  danger  of  a  standing  army,  on  whose  virtue 
the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  seemed  to  depend,  did  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  minds  of  many  who  were  zealously  attAchr 
ed  to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  gave  birth  to  a 
tftheme,  which,  if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legis- 
lature to  estatdish  a  militia  that  must  have  answered  many 
motional  purposes,  and  acted  as  a  constitutional  bulwark 
against  the  excesses  and  ambition  of  a  military  standing 
force,  under  the  immediate  influence  of  government.  The 
scheme  which  patriotism*  conceived,  was,  in  all  probability, 
adopted  by  party.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  limiting  this 
time  beyond  which  no  soldier,  or  noncommissioned  officei^, 
should  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  service.  Had 
this  limitation  taken  place,  such  a  rotation  of  soldiers 
would  have  ensued  among  the  common  people,  that  ia 
a  few  years  every  peasant,  labourer,  and  inferior  trades^ 
man  in  the  kingdom  would  have  understood  the  exercise 
of  arms :  and  perhaps  the  people  in  general  would  have 
concluded  tliat  a  standing-  army  was  altogether  unne- 
cessary. A  project  of  this  nature  could  not,  for  obvious 
reasons,  be  agreeable  to  the  administration,  and  therefore 
the  bill  was  rend<;red  abortive;  for,  after  having  been  twice 
read,  it  was  .postponed  from  tinie  to  time,  till  the  paritair 


neot  VM  pforogmd^  and  never  aj^kiui^  in  tbe  stqiicL 
Sttch  were  the  chief  subjects  of  debate  between  the  min- 
ttCrjr  snd  tlM  opposition^  conpoeedt  as  we  have  abeadjr 
observed,  of  the  prince's  servants  and  the  remains  of  the 
country  paity^  diis  last  being  headed  by  lord  Strvge^  son 
of  the  earl  of  Derby,  and  sir  Franos  Oasbwood ;  dw 
Ibnacr,  a  nobleman  of  distingniihed  abitities^  keen,  peme- 
tratiiigt  eloquent,  and  sagadousi  the  other  franfc,  spirited, 
s^d  sensible, 

$  XI*  It  must  b^  owned,  however,  far  the  honour  of 
Ac  ministry,  that  Ifl  they  csrried  a  few  unpopular  meesnrea 
widi  a  U|^  Handy  thsy  aeemed  eamesdy  diwirous  of  making  ^ 
amends  to  the  nation,  by  promoting  dWera  regtdations  for 
dtt  benefit  and  improvement  of  comonerce,  whtdi  aatually 
look  i^aoe  in  the  ensuing  session  of  parltament*  One  of  the 
imacipal  objects  of  this  muitre  which  fcU  under  their 
cogatsauce,  was'  the  trade  to  the  coast  of  Guinea;  a  very 
important  branch  of  trafic,  whether  oonaidnwd  as  a  market 
of  Britisdi  manufactures,'  or  as  the  source  diat  snppUbd  dm 
.Eni^ish  plantations  with  negroes.  Ttiis  was  originally 
moDopcdiaed  l^  a  joint  stock  company,  which  bad  from 
tune  to  time  derived  ccmsiderable  sums  from  the  legis*- 
ktare,  for  enaUii^  themthe  bettor  So  support  certain  f^tts. 
or  cattlca  olt  the  coastof  Africa,  to  facilitate  the  comm^erce 
aad  protect  the  merdiants«.  In  the  aecpsel,  however,  the 
etcfaBive  privilege  havkig  been  judged  prtjudicial  to  die 
aa&mal  trade,  the  coast  was  kid  open  to  wU  British  sub- 
)eots  indiscriasiaately,  on  condidon  of  their  paying  a  certain 
dety  towards  d^naymg  the  expense  of  the  forts  and  facto* 
lies.  This  expedient  did  not  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
it  had  iieen  contrived.  The  separate  traders  instead  of 
receiving  any  benefit  fimn  the  protection  of  the  company, 
iadustriously  avoided  their  castles/ as  the  receptacles  of 
tyranny  and  oppressioo.  The  company,  whether  from  the 
miscoaduct  or  knavery  of  their  directors,  contracted  such 
a  load  of  debts  aa  their  sSack  was  unable  to  dbcharge* 
They  seemed  to  neg^t  the  traffic,  and  allowed  the  casdes 
to  ^cay*  In  a  word,  thaiir  credit  being  exhausted,  and 
dieir  creditors  growing  damorous  diey  presented  a  peti-^ 
^a  to  the  house  ^  commons,  disclosing  their  distresses, 
ttd  imploring  such  aasiataacc  aa  should  enable  them  net. 
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only  to  pay  their  iUbl»y  bat  also  to  matntam  thf  felts  in  a 
ctefensible  condition*  Hiis  petit|ot|)  recommended  to  the 
k<»sse  in  a -message  from  his  majes^V  w^  corrobointed  by 
another  in  behalf  of  the  company's  creditors.  ^  Divers 
merGhanls  of '  London,  interested  in  the  trade  of  Afiica 
and  the  British  phmtationa  in  America,  petitioned  tH^ 
house,  that,  as  the  African  trade  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  nation,  and  could  not  be  supported  without 
forts  and  settlements,  some  elfectual  means  should  be  speed*- 
ily  taken  for  protecting  and  extending  thU  valnabk.  branch 
of  commerce^  A  fourth  was  offered: by  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool,  representing  that  the  security  and  protection  of 
die  trade>to  Africa  must  always  principally  depend  upon  bis 
majesty's  ships  of  war  being  property  stationed  on  that  coast, 
and  seasonably  relieiredf  and  diatsuch  forts  and  settlements 
as  might  be  jddged  necessmy  for  marks  of  sovereignty  and 
possession,  would  prove  a  nuissmce  and  a  Burden  to  the  trade^ 
should  they  remain  in  the  Uands  of  any  joint  stock  company^ 
whose  private  th|erest  always  had  been,  and  ever  i^ould  be, 
Ibund  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  separate  and  optti 
trader.  They  therefore  prayed,  that  the  said  forts  might  either 
be  taken  into  his  majesty's  immediate  possession^  and  sup- 
ported by  the  publici  or  committed  to  the  merchants  trading 
ofi  thatcoa^t,  in  such  a  mannet'Ss  the  house  should  judge 
expedient,  without  vesting  iA  themtaiiy  other  advantage,  or- 
right  to  the  commerce,  but  what  should  be  'common  to  all^ 
his  majesty's  subjects.  This  remonstrance  was  succeeded 
by  another,  to  the  same  effect,  frcnn  the  master,  wardens, 
assistants,  and  >  commonalty  of  the;  society  of  merchant 
adventurers  within  the  city  of  Bristol.  All  thoese  petitions 
were  referred  to  a  committee  appointed  to  deliberater  on  this 
subject ;  who  agreed  to  cfsrtain  resolutions,  implying,  that 
the  trade  to  Africa  should  be  free  knd  open;  that  the  Bri- 
tish forts  and  settlements  on  that  coast  oughtto.be  main- 
tained, and  put  under  proper  direction-;  and,  that,  in  order 
to  cairy  on  the  African  trade  in  the  most  beneficial  manner 
to  these  kingdoms,  all  the  British  subjects  trading  to  Africa 
should  be  united  in  one  open  comply,  without  any  joint 
stock:,  or  power  to  trade  as  .a  corporation.  A  bill  was 
immediately  founded  on  these  resolutions,  which  alarmed 
the  cpmpany  to  such  a  d^^e,  tiis^  they  had  recourse  ta 
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anodic  petitikMi^  demonstrating  their  riglit  to  the  coast  bf 
-Afipica,  and  expressing  their  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the 
house,  that  they  should  not  be  deprived  of  their  propcrtj- 
without  an  adequate  consideration.  In  a  few  dajrs  a  second 
address  was  offered  by  the  creditors^  complaining  of  the 
cmnpany's  mismanagement,  pronnstng  to  surrender  their 
right,  as  the  wis<fem  of  parliament  should  prescribe ;  pray- 
ing that  dieir  debts*  mi|^t  be  inqmred  into ;  and  that  the 
eqmvalent  to  be  granted  for  the  company's  pdssessions 
might  be  secioed  and  applied,  in  the  first  place,  for  their 
beaefit.  The  commons,  in  consequence  of  this  petition, 
ordered  die  company  to  preduce  a  list  of  their  debu, 
together  with  a  copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
JBtrances,  which  dieir  creditors  had  presented  to  them  before 
,tUs  application  to  parliament.  -  A  Committee  of  the  whole 
ho^lse,"  having  deliberated  cm  these  papers  and  petitions,  and 
heard  the  company  by  their  counsd^  resolved  to  g^ve  them 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  duorter,  lands,  forts, 
se^ements,  "daves,  and  effects,  to  be,  in  the  first  place, 
applied  towards  die  pa3rment  of  dieir  creditors.  A  biU 
being  formed  accordingly,  passed  the  consmons,  and  was 
conveyed  to  the  upper  house,  where  a  great  many  objections 
were  started ;  and  for  die  present  it  was  dropped,  until  a 
more  unexceptionable  plan  should  be  concerted.  In  the 
mean  time  their  lordships  addressed  his  majesty,  that  the 
lords  commissioners  for  trade  and  planta^ons  might  be  direct- 
ed to  pr^are  a  scheme  on  this  sul]ject,  to  be  laid  befiBUe 
beih  houses  of  pu*liament  at  the  be^^uiing  of  next  session : 
That  instant  orders  should  be  given  for  the  preserving  and 
securing  the  forts  and  settlenients  on  the  coast  of  Guinea 
belo^;ing'  to  Great  Britain ;  and,  that  proper  persons  should 
be  appointed  to  examine  into  die  condition  of  those  forts, 
as  well  as  of  the  military  storin,  slaves^  and  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  African  company,  so  as  to  make  a  faithful  report 
of  these  particulars,  with  adl  possible  expidition. 

^  XII.  The  ministry  having  professed  an  inclination, 
and  indeed  shown  a  disposition,  to  promote  and  extend  the 
commerce  of  the  kingdom,  the  commons  resolved  to  take 
some  steps  for  encouraging  the  white  fishery  along  the 
northern  coast  of  the  island,  which  is  an  inexhaustable 
source  of  wealth  to  our  industrious  neighbours  the  l>utch| 
V      Voj..  III.  I 
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%ri)o  tmflloy  mmmUiy  a  great  aumter  of  hyuids  aad  vwuek 
in  this  bnmch  of  conmerce.  The  sensible  part  of  dl»  Bti* 
ttsb  people,  reflecting  on'  this  subject,  plaiaty  foresaw  liMi^a 
fish^  under  due  regulattoos,  undertsdken  widi  the  protee-* 
tion  and  encouragemettt  of  the  kg^lature,  would  not  only 
prove  a  fund  of  national  riches,  and  a  nursery  of  seamen  ; 
but  likewise,  in  a  great  measure,  prevent  any  future  instir- 
recti<»is  in  the  Hig^dands  of  Scadand,  by  d^Sfushig  a  sptfk 
0i  indusetry  among  the  natives  of  that  country,  who  findn^ 
it  m  their  power  to  become  mdependent,  on  die  Irtdts  of 
dieir  own  labour,  would  saim  infiranchise  themselves  from 
,  that  slavi  A  attachment,  by  which  they  had  been  so  long  coft- 
neeted  widi  their  hmdlo^s  die  chaeftsms.  Accordingly,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  delftenrte  on  the  state  of  the 
British  fishery ;  and  tfpon  their  report  isi  UU  was  founded 
for  encomag^ng  the  wbde  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Spitshtf<- 
gen,  by  a  boui^  of  forty  riiiHiiigs  per  ton  for  every  ship 
equipped  for  tlmt  uadertakingi  The  bill  having  made  im 
way  through  bodk  houses,  and  obtained  the  ray al  assent,  the 
merchants  in  different  pafts  of  die  kingdom,  partictdarly  ^ 
north  Britain,  began  to  build  and  fit  out  ships  o£  great  bur- 
den, and  peculiar  structure,  for  the  purposes  of  diat  fishery, 
which  ever  unce  hath  been  carried  cm  with  equal  vigoutand 
Buccess.  Divers  merchants,  and  traders  of  Londoik  having 
presented  to  the  house  of  luimmjnu  a  petitkm,  repeesttiting' 
die  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the  comimimty  from  a  her* 
ring  and  cod  fishery,  eatabKshed  on  proper  princifiiesv  and 
carried  on  with  aUU  and  mcegrity,  diis  remonstrance  was 
.ireferred  to  a  committee^  upon  whose  rssohidona  a  bill  was 
ftdrmed  i  but,  before  tUs  cffuU  be  dbcussed  in  the  house,  the 
pajdiameat  was  prorogued,  and  of  eonsequenee  dib  measure 
proved  abortive^ 

^  XIIL  The  nextre^latioR  propoMd  in  fovour  of  trad«, 
waf  that  of  l3ring  o^n  the  oommevce  of  Hudson's  bay,  iu 
the  most  nordfccm  parts  of  Ameriea,  where  a  smaH  B»)no^ 
.{rily  maintained  a  few  fiorta  and  setdements,  and  prosecuted 
a  very  advantage€Mia  for  trade  widi  the  Indisms  of  diAtcoti- 
tinent.  {t  was  suggest,  diat  the  conq)any  had  long  ago 
enriched  themselves  by  thestf  eacekisive  privilege ;  that  they 
employed  no  more  than  four  Mmual  ships ;  that,  coMrary 
^  an.  expresa  ii^^mcticw  in  dieir  charter,  they  discoursed 
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•1  tItiUmpti  td  dttcorer  a  nortkvcst  pMatgi  to  the  East 
JmiktBt  tiiaft  they  dealt  cmeUy  Mid  perfidiously  with  dM 
poor  Iqdiasa  iflio  never  traded  with  them,  except  whem 
cfto^eUed  by  neeceeity^flo  that  the  beet  part  of  the  furtrade 
had  devolved  to  the  aieatiJeii  of  Gdreat  Britaia;  and  that 
their  exduaive  patent  restricted  to  very  narrow  limits  a 
tesfich  of  coimaerce^  which  alight  be  cultivated  to^a  prodi^ 
gious' extent,  as  well  aa  to  the  infiDile  advantage  of  Great 
BrilMu  PelitiOBs,  duit  the  trade  of  Hudson's  bay  mig^ 
he  laid  open,  were  ptttaented  to  the  house  by  the  merchants 
of  JLoodon^  Grreat  Yarmomh,  and  Wolverhampton ;  and  a 
cemnttltee  was  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  this  subject*  On 
die  other  hand,  the  conpany  eacrted  themselves  in  petittone 
md  private  applieaMfis  for  their  own  {Mreservatton.  The 
committee  examined  mimy  papers  said  records:  and  the 
feport  was  taken  into  consideration  by  the  whole  houses 
Many  evidences  w^re  interrogated,  and  elaborate  speeches 
made,  -on  bodi  sides  of  the  question.  At. length  a  majority 
seeaKd  satisfied  that  the  traffic  on  the  coast  of  Hudson^s 
ba^  could  not  be. ptsserved  without  fc^ts  and  settlements^ 
which  must  be  nMUtttaiaed  either  by  an  exchisive  company, 
or  at  the^  public  expense  )  and  as  this  was  not  fudged  a  pro-^ 
per  jmwrture  to  encmnber  the  nat^n  with  sny  charge  of  that 
kind,  the  design  of  dissolving  (Jm  company  was  laid  aside 
tffi  a  more  favouraUe  oppofttmity^ 

$  XiV.  The  govemmeot  had  during  the  war,  found 
great  daficulty  in  pMMuig  men  for  the  service  of  the  navy 
-i-a  practice,  whidi,  however  sanettoned  by  necessity,  hi 
neverthdess  a  flagrant  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  the 
siAject,  and  a  vioUiit  outn^  against  the  constitution  of 
Great  Britain*  The  ratnittry,  tiierefore,  had  emplojred  some 
ot  their  agents  to  form  a  scheme  for  retaining  in  time  of 
peaoct  hy  means  of  a  oertam  allowance,  a  n^yasber  of  sea'^ 
men,  who  should  be  registered  for  the  purpose,  and  be 
ready  to  oKin  a  squadron  upon  a^  emergency^  Such  a 
pbm,  properly  regulated,  would  have  b^en  a  great  advah- 
tage  to  comnterce,  which  is  always  distressed  by  the  practice 
of  pressing  seasaen ;  and  at  the  same  time,  a  great  security  to 
the  hingdom  ia  dangerous  cof^nnctures,  when  it  may  be 
necessary  to  equip  an  armament  at  a  minute's  warning'* 
The  home  of  comm<ms  being  moved. upon  this  subject, 
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9ffetd  to  dmts  reaokitioiis,  as  a  foundation  for  die  bitt  ; 
but  the  members  in  the  opposition  affecting  to  represeiat 
this  measure  in  an  odious  light,  as  an  imitation  of  the 
French  method  of  reg^tering  seamen  witiumt  their  owa 
consent*     Mr.  Pelham  dropped  it,  as  an  impopoiar  prejeel. 

§  XV.  Information  having  been-  received,,  that  die 
French  intended  to  settle  the  neutral  islaacb  of  St.  Lucia, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in  the  West  IncBes, 
the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in  the  beginning  of  the  year ; 
and  a  moticm.  was  made  in  the  house  of  commons  to  address 
his  majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  g^ve 
directions  for  laying  before  the  house  copies  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes  for  ten  years 
last  past,  so  far  as  they  related  to  these  neutral  islands ;  but 
whether  the  ministry  was  conscious  of  a  neglect  in  this 
particular,  or  thought  such  inquiries  trenched  upon  the. 
pjrerogative,  he  opposed  the  motion  with  all  his  mi^t;  and 
after  some  debate,  the  previous  question  passed  in  t^ 
negative.  This  was  also  the  fate  of  onother  motion  made 
,  by  the  earl  of  £ — ^t  for  an  address,  entreating  his  msyesty 
would  submit  to  the  inspection  of  the  house  all  the  proposal 
of  peace  that  had  be%n  made  by  the  French  king  since  the 
year  which  preceded  the  last  rebeUion,  to  that  in  which  the 
definitive  tre^  was  concluded  at  Aix*la<-Chapdle.  This 
they  proposed  as  a  previous  step  to  the  pariiament's  forming 
any  opinion  concerning  the  utility  or  necessity  of  the  peace 
which  had  been  established..  Violent  debates  ensued,  in 
which  the  opposition  was  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  as 
outnumbered  in  votes.  S.uch  werethe  material  transactions 
of  this  session,  which  in  the  month  of  June  was  dosed  as 
usual  with  a  speech  from  the  throne ;  in  which  his  miyesly 
signified  his  hope,  that  the  parliament,  at  their  next  meetings 
would  be  able  to  perfect  what  they  had  now  begun  for 
advancing  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom^ .  H« 
likewise  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  seeing  public  credit 
flourish  at  the  end  of'  an  expensive  war :  smd  recommended 
unanimity  as  the  surest  bulwark  of  national  security. 

§  XVI.  While  the  ministry,  on  some  occasions,,  exhib- 
ited  all  the  ea^mal  signs  of  moderation  and  good  humour; 
they,  on  others,  manifested  a  spirit  o(  jealousy  and  resent* 
ment,  which  seems  to  have  been  childish  and  illiberal.  Two 
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or  thrBejroimgriotoitt' students  at  Oxfiird^  trained  up  in 
pugudice,  and  heated  with  iDtemperaace,  uttered  some 
exps^s^ons,  aver  their  cups,  implying  their  attachment  to 
thie  fiunily  of  the  pretender*  The  report  of  this  indiscretion 
was  induBtnousIj  citculaied  by  certain  worthless  individuals^ 
v/hOy  having  no  reliance  on  their  own  intrinsic  merit,  hoped 
to  distinguish  themselves  as  the  tools  of  party,  and  to 
obtain  favour  with  the  ministry  by  acting  as  volunteers  in 
the  infamous  practice  of  infonnation.  Though  neither  the 
rank,  age,  nor  connexions  of  the  delinquents  were  such  a» 
ou^t  to  have  attracted  the  notice  of  the  public,  the  vice- 
chancellor,  heads  of  houses  and  proctors  of  the  university^ 
knowing  the  invidious  scrutiny  to  which  their  conduct  was 
subjected,  thought  proper  to  publish  a  declaration,  signi- 
fying their  abhorrence  of  all  seditious  practices,  their  deter- 
mined resolution  to  punish  all  offenders  to  the  utmost 
severity  and  rigour  of  the  statutes ;  and  containing  peremp- 
tory enters  for  the  regulation  of  the  university.  Notwith- 
standmg  these  wise  and  salutary  precautions,  the  three  boj^, 
who  in  die  heat  of  their  intoxication,  had  drunk  the  preten- 
der's health,  were  taken  into  custody  by  a  messenger  of 
state  :  and  two  of  them  being  tried  in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  and  found  guilty,  were  sentenced  to  walk  through 
die  courts  of  Westminister,  with  a  specification  of  their 
crime  fixed  to  their  foreheads ;  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  nobles 
each  ;  to  be  hnprisoned  for  two  years,  and  find  security  of 
their  good  behaviour  for  the  term  of  seven  years  after  dieir 
eidargementt  Many  people  thought  they  saw  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  star  chamber  revived  in  the  severity  of  this 
punishment.  The  administration,  not  yet  satisfied  with  the 
vengeance  which  had  been  taken  on  thes^  three  stripplings, 
seined  determined  to  stigmatize  the  university  to  which 
they  belonged.  The  cry  of  jacobitism  was  loudly  trumpeted 
against  die  whcde  community.  The  address  of  the  university, 
congratulating  his  majesty  on  the  establishment  of  the  peace 
was  rejected  with  disdain,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  subject 
their  statutes  to  the  inspection  of  the  king's  counsel ;  but  this 
rule,  being  argued  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  was  dismissed, 
in  consequence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges.  Finally, 
the  same  tribunal  granted  an  information  against  Dr.  Pumel, 
the  vicecbancettor>  for  his  behaviour  in  the  case  of  the  rioters 
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above  Txventioiied :  bat  this  w»  couotennoluled  intbe  s^oel^ 
hifi  condact  appearing  unexceptionable  upon  a  More  co#l«ii4 
impartial  inqoiry* 

§  XVII.  In  proportion  as  Oxford  dedined^  ker  tkter 
-Ufttversitf  rose  m  the  favour  of  the  aAninittratioay  wbMli> 
>she  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  extraerdittarjr  mark  0& 
compliance  and  attachment.  The  digai^  of  chancellor  of 
the  nniversity  being  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Somerset,  the  nation  in  g^nend  seemed  to  dxmk  it  woiiM' 
naturally  devolve  upon  the  prince  of  Wales,  as  a  complimeat 
at  all  times  due  to  that  rank ;  but  more  especially  to  the 
then  heir  apparent,  who  had  emintady  distiaguiahed  lumaetf 
by  the  virtues  of  a  patriot  and  a  prince.  He  had  even 
pleased  himself  with  the  hope  of  receiving  this  mark  of  ^ 
attachment  from  a  seminary  for  which  be  entertained  a  par^ 
tieuiar  regai^d.  But  the  ruling  members,  seeing  no  imme^ 
diate  prospect  of  advantage  in  glorifying  evtn  a  prince,  who 
was  at  variance  with  the  ministry,  wisely  turned  their  eyea 
upon  the  illustrioua  character  of  the  duke  ot  Newcastle^ 
whom  they  elected  without  opposition,  and  installed  with 
great  magnificence :  learning,  poetry,  and  eloquence,  joining* 
their  efforts  in  celebrating  the  sbiniag  virtues  and  extraor- 
cfinary  talents  of  their  new  patron. 

§  XVIII.  Although  opposition  lay  gasping  at  the  feet 
of  power  in  the  house  of  commons,  tli^  people  of  £n|^aad 
did  not  yet  implicitly  appvove  all  the  measures  of  the  ad* 
ministradon;  and  the  dregs  of  faction,  atiU  ag^taited  bynn 
internal  ferment,  threw  up  some  ineiibctualbubblos  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Some  of  those  who  made  no  secret  of 
their  disaffection  to  the  reigning  family  determinied  to 
manifest  dieir  resentment  and  contempt  of  certain  noble* 
men,  and  others,  who  were  said  to  haVt  abandoned  dieir 
ancient  principles^  and  to  have  -sacrificed  their  consciences 
to  their  interest.  Many  individuals,  animated  by  the  fumipa 
of  inebriation,  now  loudly  extolled  diat  cause  which  they 
durst  not  avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbation 
and  assistance;  and,  though  they  industriously  avoided 
exposing  their  Ijves  and  fortunes  to  the  chance  of  war  in 
promoting  dieir  favourite  interest  when  there  was  a  possi^ 
bility  of  success^  they  betrayed  no  apprehensions  in  c«ie* 
brating  the  memory  of  its  last  effort,  amidst  the  tumult  <of 
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«  riot,  awd  the  dinmours  of  intemperatiee.  In  the  neigh- 
iioiirhobd  of  Lkhfield  the  sportgmen  of  the  party  appeared 
in  the  Highland  taste  of  variegated  drapery ;  and  their 
aeal  descending  to  a  very  extraordinary  4pchibition  of  prac- 
tical ridicule,  they  hunted,  with  hounds  clothed  in  plaid,  k 
fex  dressed  in  ^  red  uniform.  Even  the  females  at  their 
assembly,  and  the  gentlemen  at  the  races,  affected  to  trear 
the  checkered  stuff  by  which  the  prince  pretender  and  his 
followers  had  been  distinguished;  Divers  noblemen  on 
the  course  were  insulted  as  apostates ;  and  one  personage, 
ti  high  rank,  is  said  to  have  undergone  a  very  disagreeable 
i%eilatton« 

§  XESL  As  the  public  generally  suffers  at  the  end  of  a 
war,  by  the  sudden  dismission  of  a  great  number  of  sol- 
ars and  seamen,  who  having-  contracted  a  habit  of  idle- 
ness, and  finding  themselves  without  employment  and  the 
«ea»s  of  sdbsistence,  engage  in  desperate  courses,  and 
prey  upon  the  community,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  pro- 
vide an  opening,  through  which  these  unquiet  spirits  might 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The  most 
Mtund  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  become  members 
of  a  new  colony  in  North  America,  which,  by  being  pror 
perly  regulated,  supported,  and  improved,  might  be  the 
source  of  great  advantages  to  its  mother  country.  Many, 
dii|mtes  had  arisen  between  the  subjects  of  England  and 
Prance,  concerning  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  no 
^eaty  hAd  as  yet  property  ascertai«ed.  A  fort  had  been 
t^sed,  and  a  small  garrison  maintained,,  by  the  king  of 
Great  Britain^  at  a  part  of  this  very  country,  called  Anna- 
polis Royal,  to  overawe  the  Frciich  neutrals  settled  in  the 
neigiibowbood  i  bat  this  did  not  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  in  was  ifitended.  Upon  every  rupture  or  dispute 
between  the  two  crowns,  these  planters,  forgetting  their 
He^trftKty,  Intrigued  with  the  Indfiaiis,  communicated  intel- 
ligemii^  to  their  qwn^  countrymen,  settled  at  St.  Johns  and 
Ciipci* Breton,  and  did  all  thertU  offices  their  hatred  could 
sn^^sc  against  the  colonies  and  subjects  of  Great  Britain* 
A  scheme  w^  now  formed  for  making  a  new  establishment 
on  the  same  pen^insuta,  which  should  further  confirm  and 
extend  the  property  and  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britait^  hi  that  large  tract  of  countr}^,  clear  the  uncultivated 
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grounds,  constitute  communities,  diffuse  tlie  benefito' of 
population  and  agriculture,  and  improve  the  fishery  of  Aat 
coast,  which  might  be  rendered  a  new  source  of  wealth 
ahd  commerce  19  Old  England.  The  particulars  of  Ac 
plan  being  duly  considered  it  was  laid  before  his  majesty, 
who  approved  of  the  design,  and  referred  the  execution  of 
it  to  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  over  which  the 
.  earl  of  Halifiix  presided.  Thb  nobleman,  endued  by 
nature  with  an  excellent  capacity,  which  had  been  diligendy 
and  judiciously  cultivated,  animated  with  liberal  sentinsents^ 
and  fired  with  an  eager  spirit  of  patriotism,  adopts  the 
plan  with  the  most  generous  ardour,  an^  cherished  die 
infant  colony  with  paternal  affection.  Tht  commissioners 
for  trade  and  plantations  immediately  advertised,  under  the 
sanction  of  his  majesty's  authority,  that  proper  encourage* 
ment  would  be  given  to  such  of  the  officers  aiid  private 
men,  lately  dismissed  from  the  land  and  sea  service,  as 
were  willing  to  settle  with  or  iirithout  families,  in  die  pro* 
vince  of  Nova  Scotia :  that  the  fee  simple,  or  perpetual 
property,  of  fifty  acres  of  land  should  be  granted  to  every 
private  soldier  or  seamen,  free  from  the  payment  of  any 
quitrents  or  taxes,  for  the  term  of  ten  years ;  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  no  person  should  pay  more  than  one  shil- 
ling per  annum  for  every  fifty  acres  so  granted :  that,  over 
and  above  these  fifty,  each  perscm  should  receive  a  grant 
of  ten  acres  for  every  individual,  including  women  and 
children,  of  which  his  fiElmily  should  consist :  that  further 
grants  should  be  made  to  them  as  the  number  should  in« 
crease,  a|id  in  proportion  as  they  snould  manifest  their 
abilities  in  agriculture :  that  every  officer,  under  the  rank 
of  ensign  in  the  land  service,  or  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
should  be  gratified  with  fourscore  acres  on  the  same  con- 
ditions :  that  two  hundred  acres  should  be  bestowed  up^ 
ensigns,  three  hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  opcm 
captains,  and  six  hundred  on  every  officer  above  thai  i^r 
gree,  with  proportionable  considerations  for  the  numb^f 
and  increase  of  every  fsunily :  that  the  lands  should  bf 
pai^elled  out  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of  the 
coloqists,  and  a  civil  government  estabUshed :  by  vlr^e 
of  which  they  should  enjoy  all  Ae  liberties  and  privHfges 
of  British  subjects,  with  prbper  security  and  protftQtipnt 
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^lat  the  sctddrs^  with  their  IsuiiiUes,  should  bt' jtotfwreyed  to 
Nova  ScQtM,  and  maintained  for  twelve  months  after  thek 
arrival  at  the  expense  of  the  government ;  which  sboiild 
abo  supply  them  with  arms  and  sunmunitioo,  at  £si?  a» 
sho^id.  be  judged  necessary  for  their  defence,'  with  proper  * 
jK»itmals  and  utensils  for  clearing  and  cukivauing  th^fer 

'  ks^  eMctmg  habitations,  exercising  the  fishery,  and  iud^ 
other  purposes  as  shpuld  be  judged  necessary  for  their ' 
support* 

$  XX.  The  scheme  was  so  feasible,  and  Ate  eacpur^gf ^ 
i^ent  aa  inviting,  that  in  a  little  time  about  four  thousand 
adventurers,  with  their  families,  were  entered,  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  board  of  trade,  who  in  the  beginning 
of  May  set  iudl  from  England,  tmder  th^  command  of 
cdonel  Coniwallis,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  their 
governor,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  Jun^e^  arrived  $$t 
&e  {dace  of  their  destina^on,  nrtiich  was  the  harbour  oC 
Chebuctou,  on  the  seacoast  of  the  peninsula,'  about  midway 
between  Cape  Canceau  and  Cape  Sable.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  secure  and  commodious  havens  in  the  whole  wofU^ 
and  well  situated  for  th^  fishery ;  yet  the  climate  is  eoU,- 
the  soil  barren,  and  the  whole  country  covered  witfi  ifooda 
of  birch,  fir,  pine,  and  some  oak,  unfit  for  the*purpo<iea  of 

'.timber ;  but  at  the  same  time  extremely  difficult  to  .remove 
a&d  extirpate.  Governor. Cora wallis  no  sooner^  arrived  ia 
this  hart^our  tJnan  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of  ii^an- 
try  irons  Cape  Breton,  and  ft  jc#mpany  of  rangers  from 
Annapolis.     Then  he  pitched,  upon  a  sppt  fot.tji^e  si^e- 

.  ment,  and  employ<9d  his  peopb  in  clearing  the  g^oun^  fef 
Is^tng  the  foundatu^SrOf  a*  town ;  but  some  incot^veaiencffs 
being  discovered  in  this  situation,  he  chose  another  to  the 

'northwar4r  b^i^d  by  the  harbouiT^ti  an  ea§y  ascent,  com* 
mandiag  a  prospect  qf  ;ihe  wkile  pehinsmla,  and  weH  sup* 
^ed  with  rivulets  of  frteh  and  whale«OYM^  water.  Hera 
he  begt^t  to  build  a  to<^n«9n  a  regular  phm,  tp  which  he 
^e  the  name  of  Halifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman,  whf- 
hiMl  the  greatest  share  in  foundings  the  ccdony ;  and  before 
the  af^p-oacb  of  winter  above  three  hundred  cpiBifofti|lft 
iKNH>ded  houses  were  built,  the  wtole  surtountfed  hiyifk 
strong  'palliaade»  This  odony,  howjev^,  has  by  no  m^gm^ 
anaw^^'the  saBguh?^  ejqiectationa  t>f  tfe  ptoj^tori;  fiM? 
Vot.  lU.  K 
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tfdtwiilistaiidihg  the  ardom-  with  wbidi  the  interests  of  il 
i¥tte  promoted  by  its  nelble  patron,  and  the  repeated  indul- 
getfee  it  -has  reaped  frdm  the  bounty  of  die  legislature,  ^bm 
inhabitahts  have  made  little  or  no  progress  in  i^^rtcukaret 
the  fishery  is  altogether  neglected,  and  the  settl^JQ^nt 
entirely  tfobsiats  oa  die  sums  expended  by  the  individuair 
tf  die  army  and  navy,  whose  duty  obliges  tbem  io  reside 
in  dnspart  of  North  America*         ^ 

(  XXI.  The  establishment  of  sudi  a  powerful  colpny 
in  N(yvi3t  Scotia,  could  not  fait  giving' umbrage  to  the  French 
]h  that  hef%hXx)urhood,  who^  though  diey  did  not  think 
proper  to  promulgate  dieir  jealousjrand  disgust,  neverthe* 
kss  employed  their  emissaries  clandestinely  in  stimulating 
and  exciting  the  Indians  to  harass  die  colonists  with  hos- 
dlifies,  in  such  a  manner  as  should  effectually  hinder  diem 
innti  extending  their  plantithms,  and  perhaps  induce  them 
to  abandon  the  setsdementi  Nbr  was  this  the  only  part  of 
America  In  whkh  the  French  court  xountenaaced  such 
perfidious '  pradticts.  More  than-  ever  convinced  of  the 
Importance  of  a  coilsideraUe  navy,  mid  an  extensive  phut* 
f  adon  trade,  they  )i6t  only  exerted  uncommon  industry  ia 
reestlblishtng  di^r  marine,  which  had  suflfered  so  severely 
during  die  War;  but  they  resolved,  if  possible,  to  extend 
their  plan«adcm«,  In  the  West  IndSes^'  by  settling  the  neu«»  ' 
^rtsl«(nds,'*whith  we  ha^e  alrea%  mentioned.  In  the 
beg!nnftig'6f  die  ykir  the  gfoirernor  of  Barbadoes,  having 
feceivid  hitdligente  d»a(  the  French  had  begun  to  S^tdo 
the4aland^df  Tctoago^  tent  eajrt&mTyrrel  thither  m  afrz* 
gife^^to  learn  the  ^^arfkufan*  V*har  <4icer  found  above 
Xbtet  Itmtt&t^  ttiHr  "lidready  <laiid«d,  stnurcd  bf  two  bat«'^ 
teri6s  MM  hroiship^  of  wir^  and  in  daily  expectatiiki  of  % 
farther  reihforcement  fttmt  tbcf  marquis  de  CayKis,  governor 
of  Mftrdni^ue  i  who  ttad-'published  an  ordonnance,  autlw*  ' 
fizUig  the  subjects  bfHhe  French  ^itig  to  «etde'  the  islansi 
of  ^obftgo,  an^  prointHUg  tn  defend  diem  from  die* 
i^emptft'of  attllieit^eiiemies*  This  assurance  *was  in  an« 
iwer  toa  proclamation  fesc^  by  Mn  Orenvffie,  governor 
HfStirbftdi^ff,*  and'S^ck  in.  the  difrerent  pahs  bf  die  island^ 
iotmn^indln^fdlthe'iidMbitai^ft  to  remove,  in  thtrty'da)Afi)'Oii 
f$^'^f  undefg^'i^^  tWlBlsity  execntion;    Captain  lyrrcl, 
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liMiBia^il^  had  op  ri|^  to  settle  tlie  ialnd,'  wUcbwia 
doelflred  aeuma  iqr  «re«tieft.|  ud  ihat,  if  timj  mMii  lint 
-desist  hm  ahoidd  be  obliged  to  cimplof  force  ittdi^mftg  thiw 
from  their  sev  settlemeMt*  Night  coming  okl^  and  Mr. 
Tfrrel's  ship  falling  to  leeivaid,  tht  Fmickcaptaiiia  seized 
that  q^iortimity  oi  sailing  to  Martinique;  and* next  diiy 
die-  English  eOinmander'  retHjm^d  to  Barbadaesyh^imigvio 
power  to  commit  hostilities.  ?hese  tidings  with  a  copjr 
of  the  Ftenoh  governor's,  oidonnanee^  were  no  aoonir 
transmitted  to  the  ministly  than  thejr  despatched  a  couridr 
to^  the  EngUsh  envoy  at  Pl^s^  with  directions  to  make 
tepresentations  to  the  court  of  VemaiUes  on^  this  subjept* 
The  nunistry  of  France,  koowii^f  they  w«ra  in  no  s<^ndi* 
tion  to  support  the  ^lonaeiiiiettcea  Of  an  immediale>  rupture, 
and'  understanding  how  muA  the  merchants  and  peoplo 
of  Great  Britain  .were  damaed  and  incensed  at  their 
attempts  to  possess  these  klanda,,  thought  proper  to 
disown  the  proceedings  of  die  marquis  de  Caylus,  and 
to  grant  the  satisfactiottthal  was  demanded,  by  sending  him 
orders  to  dkcootinue  the  setdevient,  and  evapnate  thf 
island  of  Tobayo*  At  the  same  time,  however^  that  dke 
court  of  Versailles  made  this  sacrifice  for  the  satisfact^n 
of  England,  ^e  marquis  de  Pi^ysieux,  the  French  ministei^ 
observed  to  the  finish  resident,  that  France  wasundoubit» 
edly  in /possession  of  that  isbutd  towarda  the  middis  of  the 
la^€«tttttry«  He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that 
although  Lewis  XIV*  made  a  oooquest  of  this  ishmd  from 
the  HoUanders,  during. hit  war  with  that  repuMie,  it  was 
restore  to  them  by  the  tneaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  since  that 
time  Fj-ance  could  not  haxre  the  least  shadow  of  41.  claim  to 
number  it  among  her  si^tlemepts*  It  was  before  this 
answer  could  be  obtained  from  die  court  of  Versmll^  that 
ibt  motion,  of  which  we  have  already  taken  notice,. was 
made  in  the  house  of  commons,  relating  to  the  subject  of 
the  neutral  islands ;  a  motion  discoun^^  by  the  ^ronrt, 
and  defeated  by  the  majcNrity. 

$  XXU*  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  celdirated 
by;4re  works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings,  in  which  die 
Eai^ish,  French,  and  Dutch  seemed  to  display  a  spirit  of 
4^ulaUm,  in  point  of  taste  and  magnificence  1  and  in  aU 
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pooBaUliljr,  these  ■  tfaf ce  powers  'W«re  niicerely  pleaised  at 
itoces'atttioQof  tke  wan     England  enjoyed  a  respitei^fron^ 
kitDlmltfe  supplies,  e<Giri»kaiit  idsurance,  and  interrupted 
coftnoerce;  HoUaod  was  deH^ercsd  from   the  brinic  of  a 
French  invasicNi ;  and   France  had  obtained  a  ,  breathing 
time  for  reestabUshiog  her  naval  power,  for  exerting  that 
spHt'of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  which  she  had*often  embroiled 
^0  ntfii^bottrs,   and  for   executing  |>latis*of   insensible^ 
cpcroachmeni^  which  might  prove  more  advantageous  than 
the  progress  of  open  hostilities.*    In  the  affiur'of  Tobago 
tbe  Fren^  king  had  manifested  his  inclhiation  to  avoid 
immediate,  •disputes    with.  England ;    and   had   exhibited 
another  proof  of  the  same*  disposition  in  his  behaviour  to 
the  pirioce  t  pretender,  who  had  excited  such  a  dangerous 
rehemion'lo.die  island  of  Great  Bntai«* 
..  .  4  ^^^^«    Among    those   princes   and   powers   who 
eaccepted  against  difftreiit  ^articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  tHe  chevalier  de  St.  George,  foreseeing  that  none 
of  th^  pleni{>otentiaries  wouM  receive  his  protest,  employed 
his  agents  to  fix  it  up  .in  the  pabTic  places  of   Aix-la-Cha* 
pejle  ;  a^ precaution, of  very  little  service  tq  his  cause,  which 
all  thei. states  of  Christendom   seemed  now  to  have  aba^- 
dqped.      So  little    was    the   interest  of  his  family  con- 
jBtdered  in   this  negotiation,  that  the    contracting  powers 
agreod,.wkbout  reserve,  ta   a  literal  insertion  of  the  fifth 
article  off  the  quadruple  aUiance ;  by  which  it  was  sdpolated, 
that  neither  the  pretender  nor>any  of  his  descendants -rtiould 
be  allowed,  to  reside  within  the  territories  belonging  to  any 
of  the  subscribing  parties.     At  the:  same  time  the  plenipo4> 
tentiaries  of  France  promised  to  those  of  Great  Britain, 
that  prince  Charles  Edward  ihould  be  Immediately  d)liged 
to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  mo^  christian  majesty.     No- 
tice of  this  agreement^was  accordingly  given  by  the  court 
of  Versailles  to  th^  yoimg  adventurer,'  and  as  he  had  de- 
clared he  would  never  return  to  Italy,  monsieur  de  Cour*^ 
tciUe ;  the   French  envoy  to  the  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
was  directed  by  his  sovereign  to  deniand  an  asylum  for 
prince  Edward  in    the  city   of  Fribourg.     The    regency 
having  complied  in  this  particular  with  the  earnest  request 
of  his  most  christian   majesty,    Mr»   Barnaby,  the  British 
minister  to  ;the\Uelvetic  Body,  took  the  alarm,  and  presented 
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tTm  magisfracf  of  Fribourg  with  m  remotMtrance)  coaofacd 
in  such  terma  as  gsve  o£Feiiee  to  that  regeQcy^  and  drafr 
mmihim  a  severe  answer.     In  vain  had  the  Frcittch.khig^ 
exerted  his  infiueace  in  procuring  this  retreat  for  the  young 
pretends,  who,'  being  pressed  with  repeated  messages  to 
withdraw,  persisted  in  refusing  to  quit  the  place,  to  which  h#' 
had  been  so  cordially  invited  by  his  eomia  Qie  king  of  France, 
and  where  he  said  that  monarch  had  sdemnly  promised,  on 
-the  word  of  a  king,  that  he  would  nvver  forsake  him  in  his^ 
distress,  nor  abandon  the  imencstt  of  his  family.     Lewis 
was   not   a  little  perples^   at  ahis   obstinacy    of  prince 
Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious,  as  that  youth  ap* 
peared  to  be  the  darling  of  the  Pamiaas ;  who'  not  only 
admired  him  for  his.own^accomplisbments,  and  pitied  him 
for  his  sufferings,  but  also  revered  him,  a^  a  young  hero 
lineaHy  descended   from   their  renow%ed  lienry  the  IVth* 
At  length,  the  two  English  noblemen  arriving  at  Paris,  as 
hostages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  and  seeing  him 
appear  at  all  public  places  of  diversion,  complained  of  thb 
circumstance,   as   an   insult  to  their    sovereign,    ^nd    an 
infringement    of  the    treaty  so  lately   concluded.      The 
Frenth  king  after  some  hesitation  between  punctilio  and 
convenience,  resolved  to  employ  violence  upon  the  person 
of  this   troublesome  stranger,  since  milder  remonstrances 
had  not  been  able  to  influence  his  conduct :  but  this  reso- 
lution was  not  taken  till  the  return   of  a  courier  whom  ho 
despatched  to  the  chevalier  de  St.  George ;  who  being  thus 
informed  of  his  son's  deportment,  wrote  a.  letter  to  him, 
lajring  strong  injunctions  upon  him,  to  yield  to  the  neces« 
sity  of  the  time^,  and  acquiesce  with  a  good  grace  id  the 
stipulations  which  his  cousin  of  France  had  found  it  neces-» 
sary  to  subscribe,  for  the  interest  of  his  realm.     Edward', 
far  from  complying  with  this  advice  and  injunction,  signi- 
fied  his  resplution  to  remain  in  Paris ;  and  even  declared, 
that  he  would  pistol  any  man  who  should  presume  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  his  person.     In  consequence  of  this  bold 
declaration,  an  extraordinary  council  was  held  at  VersaiK 
les,  when  it  was  determined  to  arrest  him  without  further 
delay,  and  •  the  whole   plan  of  this   enterprise  was   finally 
adjusted.     That  same  evening,  the  ^nce  entering  the  yar- 
row lane  that  leads  to  the  opera, .the  barrier  was.immedi9> 
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aft^  shut,  and  the  sergeant  of  the  guard  called^' IV)  anui** 
cm  which  monsiear  de  Vaudnmtl,  exempt  of  die  Froncb 
guards^  advancing  to  Edward,  ^  Prince,  (said  he,)  I  krrea( 
^  yoa  in  the  king's  name,  by  vimie  of  this  order."  At 
that  instant  the  youth  was  surrounded  by  four  gr^adiers, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  mischief  he  might  have  done  with 
a  case  of  pocket  pistoh  which  he  always  carried  about  him; 
and  a  guard  was  placed  at  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the 
opera  house,  lest  any  tnmuk  riibnld  have  ensued  among  the 
populace*  These  precautioiis  being  taken,  Vaudreuil,  with 
an  escort,  conducted  the  |rrisoitt:r  through  the  garden  of 
the"  palais  royal  to  a  house  wdere  the  duke  de  Biron  waited 
with  a  coach  and  «ix  to  convey  him  to  the  casde  of  Vin« 
cennes,  whiiher  he  was  immedtately  accompanied  by  a 
detachment  from  the  regiment  of  French  guards,  under  the 
command  of  that  nobleman.  He  had  not  remained  above 
three  days  in<  his  confinement  when  he  gave  the  French 
ministry  to  understand,  that  he  would  conform  himself  to 
the  king's  intentions :  and  was  immediately  enlarged  upon 
giving  his  word  and  honour  that  he  would,  without  delay, 
retire  from  the  dominions  of  France.  Accordingly,  he 
s^  out  in  four  days  from  Fontainbleau,  attended  by  three 
officers  who  conducted  him  as  far  as  Pont  Bauvosin  on  the 
frontiers,  where  they  took  their  leave  of  him,  and  returned 
to  Versailles.  He  proceeded  for  some  time  in  the  road  to 
Chamberri ;  but  soon  returned  into  the  French  dominions, 
and,  passing  through  Dauphin6,  r^aired  to  Avignon, 
where  he  was  received  with  extraordinary  honours  by  the 
pope's  legate.  In  the  mean  time,  his  arrest  excited  fftait 
murmuriogs  at  Paris;  the  inhabitants  blaming,  without 
scruple,  their  king's  conduct  in  this  instance,  as  a  scanda* 
lous  breach  of  hospitality,  as  well  as  a  mean  proof  of  con* 
descension  to  the  king  of  England;  and  many  severe 
pasquinades,  relating  to  this  transaction,  were  fixed  up,  in 
the  most  public  places  of  that  metropolis^ 

$  XX iV.  Although  peace  was  now  reestablished  among 
the  principal  powers  of  the  continent,  yet  another  storm 
seemed  reat}^  to  burst  upon  the  northern  parts  of  Europe, 
in  a  fresh  rupture  between  Russia  and  Sweden.  Whether 
the  czarina  had  actually  obtained  information  that  the 
I^jrench  faction  meditated  some  revolution  of  ^vernment  at 


Scockbolpi,  or  the  wanted  a  pr^tente  for  tnMxiiig  Findlttid 
to  her  empire ;  certain  it  u,  the  zSoU/od  to  apprehend  dial  ^ 
the  ipmcc  soocetaor  of  Sweden  waited  only  for  the  decease 
of  the  reigning  ling,  who  wai  verjr  old  and  infirm,  to' 
change  tKe  fonn  of  government,  and  resume  that  absolnte 
aathority  which  some  of  the  monarcihs,  his  predecessors  had 
enjoyed*  She  seemed  to  think  that  a  prino^  thus  vested 
with  arbknuy  power,  and  guided  by  the  counsels  of  Franca 
and  Prussia,  widi  which  Sweden  had  lately  engaged  in  close 
alliance,  might  become  a  very  troublesome  and  dangerous 
neighbour  to  her  in  the  Baltic ;  she,  therefore,  recruited  her 
armies,  repaired  her  fortifications,  filled  her  ma^zines,  or« 
dered  a  strong  body  of  troops  to  advluice  towaurds  the  fron* 
tiers  of  Finland,  and  decUmed  in  plain  terms  to  the  court 
of  Stockholm,  ^at  if  any  step  should  be.  taken  to  alter  tha 
government,  which  she  had  bound  herself  by  treaty  to  main* 
tain,  her  troops  should  enter  the  territory  of  Sweden,  and 
she  would  act  up  to  the  q)irit  of  her  engagements.  The 
Swedish  minbtry,  alarmed  at  these  peremptory  proceedings, 
had  recourse  to  dieir  allies ;  and,  in  the  mean  tinle,  made 
repeated  declarations  to  the  court  of  Petersburgh,  diat 
there  was  fto  design  to  make  the  least  innovation  in  the  na-i 
tare  of  their  established  government :  but  little  or  no  regard 
'being  paid  to  these  representations,  they  began  to  put  the 
longdom  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  and  the  old  kk^  gave  the 
czarina  to  understand,  that  if,  notwithstanding  the  satisfac- 
tion he  had  offered,  her  forces  should  pass  the  frontiers  of 
Finland,  he  would  consider  their  march  aa  an  hostile  inva^ 
ston,  and  employ  Ike  means  which  God  had  put  in  his  power 
fisr  the  defence  of  lus  dominions* 

4  XXV*  This  declaration,  in  all  probability  did  not 
produce  such  effect  as  the  interposition  of  his  Prussian  ma« 
Jesty,  the  most  .enterprising  prince  of  his  time,  at  the  hea4 
rf  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  the  best  troops  that 
Germany  ever  trained*  Perhaps  he  was  not  sorry  that  the 
en|Aness  of  Muscov)*  furnished  him  with  a  plausible  pre-r 
fenee  tot  maintaining  such  a  formidaUe  army,  after  the' 
peace  of  Europe  had  been  ascertained  by  a  form^  t«ea^/ 
and'tfl  the  snrr^nding  states  hid  diminished  the  number 
oTdieir  foreesi  He  now  wrote  a  lettelr  to  his  unde  the  king 
Ol4relt  BMtatOy  com^Utbg  of^e  insalts  and  menacea 
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Miich  h&d'bcen  offered  by  tbe  czarma  to  Sweden :'  declar* 
higf  that  he  was  bound  by  a  defensive  alliance,  to  which 
France  had  acceded,  to  defend  die  government  at  present 
established  in  Sweden  y  and  that  he  would  not  sit  still,  and 
tamely  see  that  kingdom  attacked  by  any  power  whatsoever 
without  actii^  up  to  his  engagements :  he  dierefbre  en- 
treated his  Britannk  ms^tity  to  interpose  his  good  offices, 
in  ccuijunction  widi  France  and  him,  to  compromise  the  dis^ 
putes  which  threatened  to  embroil  die  northern  parts  of 
Europe*     By  this  time  the  Russian  army  had  approached 
the  frontiers  of  Finland :  the  Swedes  had  assembled  their 
troops,  replenished  their  magazines,  and  repaired  their  ma- 
irine ;  and  the  king  of  Denmark,  jealous  of  the  czarina's 
designs  with  regard  to  the  dutchy  of  Sleswick,  which  was 
contested  with  him  by  the  prince  successor  of  Russia,  kept 
his  army  and  navy  on  the  most  respectable  footing.  At  this 
critical  juncture  the  courts  of  London,  Versailles,  and  Ber<^ 
lin  cooperated  so  effectually  by  remonstrances  and  declara- 
tions at  Petersburgh  and  Stockholm,  that  the  empress*  of 
Russia  thought  proper  to  own  herself  satisfied,  and  all  those 
clouds  of  trouble  were  immediately  dispersed.     Yet,  in  all 
probability,  her  real  aim  was  disappointed  1  and,  however 
she  might  dissemble  her  sentimei^,  she  never  heartily  for* 
gave  the  king  of' Prussia  for  the  share  he  had  in  this  trans- 
action.    That  monarch,  widiout  relaxing  in  his  attention 
to  the  support  of  a  very  formidable  military  power,  exerted 
very  extraordinary  endeavours  in  cultivating  the  citil  inter- 
ests of  his  country. ;  He  reformed .  the  laws  of  Branden- 
burgh^  and  rescued  the  administration^  of  justice  from  the 
frauds  of  chicaner)'.    He  -encouraged  the  arts  of  agriculture 
and  manufacture ;  and  even  laid  the  foundation  of  naval 
commerce,  by  establishing  an  East  India  company  in  the 
port  of  £mdeD. 

$  XXVI.  Nor  did  the  French  ministry  neglect  any 
measure  that  might  oontribule  to  repair  the  damage  which 
ithe  kingdom  had  sustained  in  the  course  of  the  war.  One 
half  of  the  army  wias  disbanded :  the  severe  imposition  of. 
the  tenth  penny  was  suspended  by  the  kmg's  edict:  a 
scheme  of  economy  was  proposed,  with  respect  to  the  fiato-' 
ces;  and  die  utmost  diligence  used  in  procuring  materials, 
as  well  as  workmen,  for.shqibuildiiig,  that. the  m^yy^l^ 
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France  might  speedily  retrieve  its  former  importance.  In 
the  midst  qf  these  truly  patriotic  schemes^  the  court  of 
Versailles  betrayed  a  littleness  of .  genius,  and  spirit  of 
tyi'^ny,  joiued  to  fanaticism,  in  quarrelling  with  their  par- 
liament about  superstitious  forms  of  religion.  The  $acra-> 
meats  had  been  denied  tp  ^  certain  person  on  his  deathbed, 
because  he  refused  to  subscribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus*  The 
nephew  of  the  defunct  preferred  a  complaint  to  the  parlia- 
ment, whose  province  it  was  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affair  i 
a  deputation  of  that  body  attended  the  king  with  the  report 
of  the  resolutions;  and  his  majesty  commanded  them  to 
suspend  all  proceedings  relating  to  a  matter  of  such  cgn-^ 
sequence,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  opportunity 
of  signifying  his  royal  p^es^ure.  This  interposition  was  the 
source  of  disputes  between  the  crown  and  parliament,  which 
had  like  to  have  filled  the  whole  kingdom  with  intestine 
troubles. 

$  XXVII.  At  Vienna  the  empress  queen  was  not  more 
solicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  internal  manufactures 
of  her  dominions,  by  sumptuary  regulations,  necessary  res^ 
trictions  on  foreign  supei-fiuities,  by  opening  her  ports  in 
the  Adriatic,  and  giving  proper  encouragement  to  eoo^ 
merce,  than  she  was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming  thd 
economy  of  her  finances^  maintaining  a  respectable  body  of 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  defensive  alliances,  against  the 
enterpriser  of  bis  prussiam  msyesty^  on  whose  miUtary  power 
^he  looked  with  jealpusy  and  distrust.  In  Holland,  all  the 
authority  and  influence  of  the.  Staddiolder  were  scarce^ 
sufficient  to  allay  the  ferments  excited  among  th^.p^c^l^,b)f 
the  provisional  taxation  which  had  succeeded  the  abolition 
of  the  pachterSf  ^d  was  indeed  very  grief  pus  to  the  sul>i 
ject.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  eixpedienfi 
thie  prince  of  Qrange  proposed  a  more  equitable  plan,  whicli 
liras  approved  by.  the  States,  and  established  with  gr^at  dif** 
ficulty.  In  Iti^y  the  system  of  politics  seemed  to  change! 
its  complexion.  The  king  of  Sardinia  effected  a  match  b^r 
tween  .one  of  the  Infantas  of  3pain.and  the  prince  of  Pied<» 
mont ;  andwheth^r  irritated  by  the.  conduct  of  the  Austrian^  *^ 
ift  the  last  war,  or  apprehensive  of  such  a  powerful  neigh-r 
bOur  in  the  Milanese^  he  engaged  with  the  kings  of  Franco 
and  Spain  in  a  defensive  alliance,  comprehending  the  king: 
Vol- in.  L 
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of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  repliblic  of  Genoa,  and  the  dukes 
of  Modena  and  Parma.  His  roost  catholic  majesty,  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encour- 
age every  me^ure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  was  no  sooner  released  from  the  embarrass- 
ments of  war,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans  of  internal 
economy ;  to  reduce  unnecessary  pensions,  discharge  the 
debts  contracted  in  the  war,  replenish  his  arsenals,  aug- 
ment his  navy,  promote  manufactures,  and  encourage  an 
active  commerce  by  sea,  the  benefits  of  which  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  had  not  known  since  the  first  discovery  and  con- 
quest of  the  West  Indies. 

§  XXVIII.  The  preparations  for  refitting  and  increas- 
ing the  navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with  such  extraor- 
dinary vigour,  that  other  nations  believed  an  expedition 
was  intended  against  the  corsairs  of  Algiers,  who  had  for 
some  time  grievously  infested  the  trade  and  coasts  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  existence  of  this  and  other  predatory 
republics,  whifch  entirely  subsist  upon  -piracy  and  rapine, 
petty  states  of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained  as  it  A?ere  in 
the  midst  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  insult  with 
impunity,  and  of  which  they  even  exact  an  annual  contri- 
bution, is  a  flagrant  reproach  upon  Christendom ;  a  reproach 
the   greater,  as  it  is  founded  upon  a  low,   selfish,  illiberal 

'-  maxith  qf^  policy.      All  the   powers  that  border  cm   the 

Mediterranean,  except  France  and  Tuscany,  are  at  perpe- 

^tual  ^ar  with  the  Moors  of  Barbary,  and  for  that  reasoi^ 

^iged  to  employ  foreign  ships   for  the  transportation  of 

dieir  merchandise.     This  employment  naturally  devolves 

'  to  those  nations,  whose  vessels  are  in  no  danger  from  the 
depredsrtions  of  the  barbarians;  namely,  the  subjects  of 
die  maritime  powers,  who  for  this  puny  advantage,  not 
only  tolerate  the  piratical  states  of  Barbary,  but  even  $up» 
ply  them  with  arnis  and  ammunition,  solicit  their,  passes, 
and  purchase  their  forbe^ance  with  annual  presents,  which 
are,  in  t^tzX  equivalent  to  a  tribute:  whereas,  by.  one 
vigorous   exertion   of  their  pbwer,  tiicy  might  destroy  all 

•their  ships,  lay  their  towns  in  ashes,  and  totally  extirpate 
those  pernicious  broods  of  desperate  banditti.  Even  all 
the  condescension  of  those  who  disgrace  themselves  with 
the  title  of  allies  to  these  miscreants  is  not  always  sufficie;nV 
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to  restrain  them  from  acts  of  crueky  and  rapine.  At  tliis 
very  period  four  cruisers  from  Algiers,  made  a  capture  of 
an  English  packet  boat,  in  her  voyage  from  Lisbon,,  and 
conveyed  her  to  their  city,  where  she  was  plundered  of 
money  and  effects  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand 
poiunds,  and  afterwards  dismissed.  In  consequence  oPthis 
outrage,  commodore  Keppel  was  sent  with  seven  ships,  of 
war  to  demand  satisfaction,  as  well  as  to  compromise  cer- 
tain differences  which  had  arisen  on  account  of  arrears 
claimed  of  the  English  by  the  dey  of  Algiers.  The  mus« 
sulman  frankly  owned  that  the  money  having  been  divided 
among  the  captors  could  not  possibly  be  refunded.  The 
commodore  returned  to  Gibraltar;  and  in  the  sequel,  an 
Algerine  ambassador  arrived  in  London,  with  some  pre- 
sents of  wild  beasts  for  his  Britannic  majesty.  This  trans- 
action was  succeeded  by  another  injurious,  affront  offered 
by  the  governor  or  alcayde  of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an 
English  ambassadoi:,  sent  thither  to  redeem  th^  British 
subjects,  who  had  been  many  years  enslaved  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  king  of  Morocco.  A  revolution  having  lately 
happened  in  this  empire,  Muley  Abddlah,  the  reigning 
'ruffian,  insisted  up<m  the  ambassador's  paying  a  pretended 
balance  for  the  ransom  of  the  captives,  as  well  as  depo- 
siting a  considerable  sum,  which  had  already  been  paid  ^to 
a  deceased  bashaw ;  alleging,  that  as  he  (the  emperor) 
received  no  part  of  it,  the  payment  was  illegal.  Mr.  Lat- 
ton refusing  to  comply  with  this  arbitrary  demand,  his 
house  was  surrounded  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  who 
violently  dragged  his  secretary  from  his  presence,  and 
threw  him  into  a  dismal  subterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty  days.  The  English  slaves,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-seven^  were  condemned  to  the  same  fate; 
the  ambassador  himself  was  degraded  from  his  character, 
deprived  of  his  allowance,  and  sequestered  froqi  all  com- 
munication. All  the  letters  directed  to  him  were  inter- 
cepted, and  interpreted  to  the  alcayde :  two  negro  portcjrs 
were  intrusted  widh  Jthie  keys  of  dl  his  apartments,  and  a 
couple  of  soldiers  posted  at  his  chamber  door;  nay,  this 
Moorish  gosijptiQr  threatened  to  load  him  with  irons,  and 
vioIent|{r.seiz|jii  part  of  .the  presents,  designed  by  his  Bri- 
lannic  maf^^  for  the  emperor.     At  length,  finding  that 
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neither  Mr.  Latton  nor  die  governor  of  Gibraltar,  to  whoiK 
he  had  writteil,  would  4^P^^i^  ^  money,  without  fresh 
instructions  from  the  court  of  London,  the  barbarian 
tljiought  proper  to  relax  in  his  severity :  the  prisoners  were 
enlarged,  the  restrictions  removed  from  the  person  of  the 
ambassador,  and,  after  all  these  indignities  offered  to  Ae 
honour  of  the^  British  nation,  the  balance  was  paid,  9xid  the 
affair  quietly  adjusted*  ' 

$  XXIX.  Britain,  in  the  meanwhile,  was  altogether 
barren  of  events  which  might  deserve  a  place  in  a  general  his- 
tory.«  Commerce  and  manufacture  flourished  again,  to 
such  a  degree  of  increase  as  had  never  bsen  known  in  the 
island :  but  this  advantage  wai  attended  widi  an  irresisti- 
ble tide  of  luxury  and  excess,  which  flowed  through  M. 
degrees  of  the  people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of 
civil  |)olicy,  and  opening  a  way  for  license  and  immorality. 
The  highways  were  infested  widi  rapine  and  assassination ; 
tite  cities  teamed  with  the  brutal  voti(ries  of  lewdness^ 
intemperance,  and  profligacy.  The  whole  land  was  over- 
spread wiih  a  succession  of  tumult,  riot,  and  insurrection, 
excited  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  erection  of 
new  turnpikes,  which  the  legislature  judged  necessary  for^ 
the  convenience  of  inland  carriage*.  In  order  to  quell  these 
disturbances,  recourse  was  had  to  the  military  power  ;^ 
several  individuals  were  slain,  and  some  were  executed  as 
examples. 

$  XXX.  In  the  month  of  November  the  session  of 
parliament  was  opened  with  a  speech  from  the  thrcHie,  iii 
which  his  majesty  expressed  a  particular  pleasure  in  meet^ 
ing  them  at  a  time  when  the  perfect  reestablishment  of  a. 
general  peace  had  restored  to  his  people  the  blessing  of 
quiet  and  tranquillity.  He  said,  the  good  effects  of  these 
already  appeared  in  the  flourishing  condition  of  national 
commerce,  and  in  the  rise  df  public  credit,  which  were  die 
'foundations  of  strength  and  prosperity  to  these  kingdt>m8* 
He  declared^  that,  during  the  summer,  he  had  used  every  op- 
portunity of  cementing  and  securing  the  peace;  that' it  was 
hi^  firm  resolution  to  do  evea*y  thing  in  hid  power^  Ibir,  the 
preservation  of  «,  and  religiously  adhere  to  the-  engage-  < 
meids  into  which  he  had  entered.  Finally,  he  took  nodce 
of  the  good  dispositk^  he^  had  fbmid  m  the  other  contract-. 
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mg  pntks  in  die  treaty  of  Aix4a'>Cliapella  to  cherish  the 
public   tnmquillity  of  Eaik>pe;  atxl   be  eamestlj   recom* 
,  BieDded  to  the  two  hotites   the  maintenance  of  a  strong 
naval  powet*,  as  the  buiwarl  of  national  security. 

$  XXXI.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  address 
of  thanks  in  the  house  of  commons,  the  first  paragrajdi  of 
his  majesty's  speech  furnished  the  oppositioin  with  a  han- 
dle to  declaim  against  the  late  treaty.  Sir  John  Hynde 
Ccs^on  observed,  that  the  peace  conld  not  be  properly. stiled 
complete,  as  nothing  had  been  stipulated  with  respect  to 
the  article  o£  ^^no  search;"  alluding  to  the.  interruption 
our  commerce  l|ad  sustained  from  the  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies :  a  stipulation,  without  which  both  houses  of 
parliament  had  formerly  .  voted  diat  there  should  be  no 
peace  with  that  kingdom*'*^  In  die  present  conjuncture  of 
^ifiairs,  such  an  objection  savoured  rtither  of  party  than  of 
patriotism )  and  indeed  sir  John  declared,  that  the  remarks 
he  made  upon  die  occasion  Were  radier  in  discharge  of  the 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  seeing  his 
sendments  espoused  by  the  minority.  Some  sharp  alterca*, 
don  was  used  in  die  debate  which  arose  on  this  subject ; 
and  many  severe  invecdves  were  leveUed  at  those  wiur 
negotiated,  as  well  as  at  those  who  approved  and  confirmed 
4ie  treaty.  But  Mr*  Pelham  who  sustained  the  whole 
weight  of  die  debate  on  die  side  of  administratioii, 
answered  every  objection  with  f  qual  candour  and  ability ; 
and  if  he^  failed  in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  as 
favourable  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  Unfortu* 
nate  events  of  die  war,  and  the  situadon  of  the  contending 
|K>wers ;  he  at  least  demonstrated,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  die  kingdom  to  acquiesce  for  the  present  in  die 
treaty  which  had  been  concluded,  and  endeavoured  to 
remedy  its  imperfections  ,  by  subsequent  conventions,  ami- 
cably opened  among  those  powers  between  whom  any  cause 
of  dispute  remained.  With  respect  to  the  vote  of  both 
hbuses,  tnentimed  by  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  he  declared 
that  he  had  never  approved  of  that  step,  when  it  was  first 
takoi;  or,  if  lie  had,  times  and  circums^nces,  which  could 
not  be  foreseen,  would  have  justified  his  deviating  from  it 

I 
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in  the  reestabHdiment  of  peace*  He  reminded  tkem/that 
a  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  once  voted  *'*'  no  peace 
*'^  while  any  part  of  the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  pos- 
^^  session  of  the  Spanish  king;"  yet  a  train,  of  incidents, 
which  they  could  not  possibly  foresee,  afterwards  rendered 
it  expedient  to  adopt  a  peace,  without  insisting  upon  the 
accomplishment  of  that  conjdition. .  In  a  word,  we  must 
own,  diat,  in  the  majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  course 
of  this  session,  the  ministry  derived  their  triumf^s  from 
the  force  of  reason,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of  influ- 
ence. We  shall  always,  however,  except  the  efforts  that 
were  made  for  reducing  the  number  of  land  forces  to  £f* 
teen  thousand,  and  maintaining  a  greater  number  of  sea- 
men than  the  ministry  proposed.  On  these  constitutional 
points  the  earl,  of ,  Egmont,  and  the:  other  chiefs  of  the 
opposition,  expatiated ^  with  all  the  energy  of  eloquences 
which,  however,  was  frustrated  by  the  power  of  superior 
numbers.  Ten  thousand  seamen  were  voted  for  tin  ser* 
vice  of  the  ensuing .  year,  notwithstanding  his  majestjr's 
injunction  to  maintain  41  considerable  navy ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  land  forces  was  continued  at  eighteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven.  The  sums  granted  for  making 
good  his  majesty's  engagements  with  the  electors  of  Bava- 
ria and  Mentz,  and  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel, 
amounted  to  fifty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds  sterling.  The  services  done  by  the  colonies  ^in 
North  America,  during  the  war,  were  gratified  with  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  twenty- two  thousand  two  hundred 
forty-six  pounds.  The  expense  incurred  by  the  new  cc^ny 
of  Nova  Scotia^  exceeded  seventy-six  thousand  pounds.  A 
small  sum  was  voted  for  the  improvement  of  Georpa ;  and 
ten  thousand  pounds  were  granted  towards  the  support  of 
the  British  forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
The  sum  total  granted  in  this  session  arose  to  four  millions 
one  hundred  forty-one  ^thousand  six  hundred  -  sixty^one 
pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  eleven-pence  half-^penny,  to  be 
raised  by  the  land  tax,  at  three  .shillings  in.  the  pound ;  the 
maljt^  an^  other  duties,  the  surplus  of  divers  impositions 
^  remaning  in  the  bank  and  exchequer;  one  million  by  an- 
nuities, at  three  per  cent,  charged  on  the  sinking  fund, 
until  redeemed  by  parliament ;  and  nine  hundred  thousand 
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potiads  out  of  the  excess  or  overplus  o£  moBeys  deaomi* 
nated  the  sinking  fund.  . 

§  XXXII,  But  the  capital  measure  which  distinguished 
this.&es^on  of  parliament  was  the  reduction^  of  the  interest 
on  the  public  funds ;  a  scheme  which  was  planned  and 
^secuted  by  the  minister^  without  any  national  disturbance 
or  disquiet,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe ;  the  ditfer- 
eot  nations  of  which  could  not  comprehend  bow  it  would 
be  possible  for  the  government,  at  the  close  of  a  long  and 
expensive  war,  which  had  so  considerably  drained  the 
country,  and  augmented  the  enormous  burden  of  national 
debt^  to  find  money  for  paying  off  such  of  the  public  cred- 
itors as  might  choose  ^o.  receive  the  principal,  rather  than 
siri)mit  to  a  reduction  of  the  interest*  It  was  not  very 
much  for  the  .honour  of  the  opposition,  that  some  of  its 
leading  members  endeavoured  to  impede  this  great  machine 
of  civil,  economy,  by. taking  opportunities  of  affirming  in 
parliament,  in.opposition  to  his  majesty's  speech,  that  the 
nation,  far  fr<mi  being  in  a  flourishing  condition,  was  almost 
emirdly  exhausted ;  that  commerce  drooped  and  declined ; 
that  public  credit  sux>d  tottering  on  the  brink  of,  ruin ;  and 
that  all  the  treaties  lately  ccmchided  among  the  different 
powers  of  Europe  were,  in  .efibct,  dissidy^antageous  and 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  In  answer  to 
these  assertions,  Mr.  Pelham  undertook  to  prove,  from  the 
register  of  exports  and  importsi^  that  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom  was  more  exteti$ivi^  at  this  than  at  any  former 
period ;  and  that  the  public  credit  was  strong  enough  to 
admit,  of  an  experiment,  which  he  would  not  presume  to 
hazard,  except  upon  a  moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
rooted,  beyond  .the  power  ^of  accident  and  faction  to  shajce 
or  overturn.  He  declared,  that  his  design  of  reducing  the. 
interest  upon  the  funds  was  the  result  of  the  love  he  bore 
his  couAtry,  and  an  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  die  ser* 
vants  of  the  crown  to  ease  the  burdens  of  the  people. 
He  said,  he  had  conferred  on  this  subject  with  persons  of' 
the  mos|t  approved  knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience ; 
and  chose  to  promulgate  the  method  proposed  for  allevia- 
ting the  load  of  the. national  debt,^  that  the  public,  in  know- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  scheme,  might  have  time  to-  pon* 
sider  them  at  leisure,  and  start  such  objectious  ia  should 
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occur  to  their  feflectioo,  before  it  might  be  too-bte  to  adbpf 
amendments.  He  observed,  that  nothing  could  more  cleaii^ 
demonstrate  the  vigour  of  public, credit,  mad  the  augmenta- 
tion of  national  commerce^  than  the. price  of  stock,  which 
had  within  three  years  risen  to  a  very  considerable  increase ; 
and  the  duties  on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added 
one  million  to  %he  sinlemg  fimd,  aotwkhstanding  a  very 
extraordinary  sum  whichi  had  been  paid  as .  bounties^  for 
exported  corn.  He  expressed  -great  tenderness  an4  regard 
for  the  interests  of  tiiose  who  had  advanced  their  moi^ey 
for  the  service  of  the  government ;  declaring,. that  his  aim 
vfAB  to  contrive  a  fair,  honcsjt,  and  equitable  method  for 
lessening  the  national  incumbvances,'Jby  lowering  the  interestg 
conformable  to  parliamentary  faith,,  and  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  eternal  justice*'  His  plan  was  accordingly  commU" 
tiicated,  canvassed,  and  approved  in  the  house  of  commons^ 
and  an  act  pissed  for  redqcifig  the  interest  of  the  funds 
which  constitute  the  nittional  debt.*  In  pursuance  of  llA^ 
act,  for  the  redaction  of  the  interest,  the  greater ^Hirt  of  4ke 
creditors  complied  with  the  terms  proposed,  and  siibscribed 
their  respective  annuities  before  the  end  of  February^!  but 
Ihe  tht'ee  great  companies- at  first  kept  sdoof,  and  refused  ttf 
subscribe  any  patt  of  their  -  capital.  -  *  «      ^  ; 
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a  T|ie  resolu^ioi^?  of  .the  cofuneM  9D4j^|8.|iead  were  prtolect  ^  wi^Offity  ^ 
the  London  Gazette,  signifying,  tWt  tnose  who  were  or  should  be,  propnetors  o4" 
any  part  of  (fie  public  aeb^'  r(;db6kiaikb)€r  1^  hiw,  incurred  behve  MieliiiefaaaAa,'ln 
the  year  one  thousand,  seten  hu»dre4>^^^  forty-nine;,  carry^g  an  interest  of  (oob 
per  centum  per  antiuth,  "who  should,  6n  or  before  the  twenty-^ghth  day  of  Febru- 
zrj  in  that  year,  subwr^  yieimams^.s^iniljsifiK  their  oonMnt  ta^coeitlof  an 
interest  of  three  pounds  per  centunr^,  to  conamence  from  the  twenty-fifth"  day,  ot 
December,'  in  the  year  one  ^i^asand  «eten  hwidrelf  and^ffyfseVen^  sab|eot  to  llie 
same  provisions^  no|ici|^  and  olaus^  of  TC^epip^o^  to  vhieh.  their  rf«p(Bctiv(Q 
purn's  at  four  per  centum  were  then  liable,  should,  in  neu  of  their  present  interest, 
he  entided  to  four  pen  c^rtum  till  ihe.lwentg'-Mli  dif  of  Deeember  in  the  yeaA 
one  thouLsand  seven  hundred,  and  ^fty.i  ^od  after  that  day,  to  three  {pounds  tei^ 
shiifings'pcr  centum  per  annum,  tilF  tife  twenty-ftftti  da^  of  Deeember,  One  tkon- 
M^nd  .^cvon  luindred^and  fi%-aeven ;  aiu|i  pq  pifft  of  tliat  4?]>^  p^^^cgpt  npfl^t  ir%9 
due  to  the  East  India  company,  should  be  redeemable  to  this  period*,  that  if  any: 
partof  the  national  debt,  ikieurred  IjefovbleBt-Mioliaelinat,  redeeinable  b^r  hm,  wi 
eaiTvbgan  interest  of  fggi'.per  qentiim,  ^u|^  repiain  uosubscril|ed  oi^  orhctbre 
the  thinieth  day  of  May,  the  government  ^lould  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this 
.  "^urpoee  hi*  majesty  vaa  enabuSi  to  Jiornm  of  itn(jr  p^repn  or  ^qtsoimi^  hqAm  pcH^h 
or  corporate,  any  sum  or  sums  qf  money  not  qxceediug  that  ijart  of  the  nation^ 
debt  which  might  remain  unsubscribed,  tor  be  cbbirged  onf  the'sin^ng  fund,  upc^ 
any  terms  not  excocdHig  the  rate  of  ir^tere^  in  t|ke  fqregoif^  prqppsal. 

All  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  ])ayraent  of  fhe  interest  lil'ere  sUlt  continued, 
;md  tlie  surplus  of  these  iooorporativd  with  the  lidkitig  fund  fer.  the  diseharffe  of 
the  principal.  Books  were  opened  for  the  subscripitioh  gt  i^p  ex  chequer,,  t^^e  bank 
uf  Kngtand,  and  the  l^outh  Sea  house  ;  and  copies  of  ;fte^  rbsblutfons  transmittoo 
^  the  diircctori.qf  alUho  woftpyj^U  caypf  ^d^qaf*      .^         .  v« 


^  XXXIII.  About  the  middjeof  March  th«  coimnons 
ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  them  an  account  of 
the  sums  which  had  been  subscribed,  and  these  were  taken 
into  conaideration  by  &  coimmittee  of  the  whole  house.^  It 
was  then  that  Mr.  Pelham,  tm  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
ob$erved,  that  besides  the  debts  due  to  the  thre^  greatxom- 
panics  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the  rest,  carrying  f^ 
per  cetitura  interest,  had  been  subscribed,  except  about 
eight  or  nine  millions,  the  proprietors  of  which  had  {or* 
feited  the  favour  designed  them  by  parliament:  but  as 
many  of  diese  had  been  misled  by  evil  counsellors,  who 
perlu^>s  were  more  intent  on  distressing  the  government, 
than  solicitous  to  serve  their  friends ;  and  as  many  were 
foreigners,  residing  beyond  sea,  who  had  not  time  to  tak« 
proper  advice,  and  give  the  necessary  instructions;  and  as 
^lese  could  not  possibly  be  distinguished  from  such  at 
refused  to  subscribe  from  mere  obstinacy  or  disaffection,  i% 
might  be  dumght  cruel  to  take. the  most  rigorous  advantage 
of  the  forfeiture  they  had  incurred.  With  respect  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  stock  or  capital  belonging  to  the  thref 
great  companies,  he  asserted,  that  many  of  them  would 
willmgly  have  subscribed  their  properties  within  the  time 
limited,  but  were  necessarily  excluded  by  the  nuijotity  on 
the  ballot;  and  as  it  was  equally  impossible  to  know  those 
who  were  against  the  question  on  the  baUot,  be  thought 
that  some  tenderness  was  due  even  to.  the  proprietors  of 
diose  three  companies:  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that 
they  and  the  uncomplying  annuitants  should  be  indulged 
wiUi  further  time  to  complete  their  subsqription ;  but,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  the  respect 
due  to  that  august  assembly,  they  ought  not  to  be  gratifie4 
with  such  advantageous  terms  as  were  allowed  to  the  annui** . 
tants  who  at  first  cheerfully  complied  with  the  proposals 
jeffered  by  the  legislature.  For  these  reasons  he  proposed, 
that  although  the  term  of  subscribing  should  be  protracted 
till  the  thirtieth  day  of  Mays  the  encouragement  of  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  per  annum  should  not  be 
continued  to  the  second  subscribers  longer  than  till  the  fifth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  .fifty-five.     The  proposal  being  approved,   a  ViU  vrm 

•  An.  1760.  .        ^  ,     ' 
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fnuned  for  this  purpose,  as  weft  as  for  redeeming  such 
anDuities  as  should  not  be  sobscribed,  which  passed  through 
both  houses,  aad  was  taacted  into  a  biw,  after  having 
received  an  additional  chuise,  eaupoiwering  the  East  India 
company,  in  case  they  should  aubscribe  all  their  stock  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  four  per  centum,  to  bomow,  with  the 
consent  of  the  treasury,  any  sums  not  exceeding  four  mil^ 
lions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  after  die  several  rates 
of  interest  before  proposed  to  be  paid  by  the  public,  and 
one  million  more  at  three  per  centum  per  annum.  They 
were  also  vested  with  a  power  to  raise  money  by  bcmds,  as 
formerly;  yet  so  as  the  whole,  including  the  annuities, 
should  not  exceed  what  they  were  by  former  acts  empow-^ 
ered  to  borrow.  The  olgections  to  the  execution  of  this 
project,  which  by  many  were  deemed  insurmountable,  en- 
tirely vanished  before  the  fortitude,  perseverance,  and 
caution  of  the  minister;  who  had  secured,  aa^mg  the 
moneyed  men  of  the  nation,  the  promise  of  such  sums  as 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  capital  belonging 
to  those  creditors  who  mi^t  refuse  to  siccept  the  interest 
thus  reduced.*^  >  The  second  subscription  had  the  desired 
effect.  The  three  great  companies  acquiesced,  and  their 
example  was  followed  by  the  other  scrupulous  annuitants ; 
the  national  burden  was  comfortably  lightened,  and  the 
sinkitig  fund  considerably  increased,  without  prodocmg  the 
kast  perplexity  or  disturbance  in  the  commonwealth;  a 
circumstance  that  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  admiratioii 
knd  envy  of  all  Christendom. 

$  XXXIV.  The  mutiny  bill  for  the  ensuing  year  was  miti* 
gated  with  an  essential  alteration,  relating  to  the  oath  of 
secresy  imposed  upcm  the  members  of  every  court  martial^ 
who  were  now  released  from  this  reserve,  if  required  to 
give  evidence,  by  due  course  of  law,  in  any  court  of  judi* 
cature ;  and  whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny  bill,  a  general 
was  empowered  to  order  the  revisal  of  any  sentuice  by  a 
court  martial  as  often  as  he  pleased,  and,  on  that  pretence, 
to  keep  in  confinement  a  man  who  had  been  acquitted  bpoa 
k  fair  trials  it  was  now  enacted,  that  no  sentence  pronounced 
by  any  court  martial,  and  signed  by  the  president,  should 
be  more  than  once  liable  to  revisal.  Colonel  George 
Toimshend,  son  of  lord  viac^unt  Townsbend|  who  bad 
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eqnallj  distinguiiived  bhntclf  hy  hit  civil  and  militaty 
aecompUshments,  proposed  anotfier  cimusc,  for  preventfng 
anjr  noncommissioiied  officer  being  broke  or  reduced  into 
the  ranks ;  or  any  sddier  being  ponishecl,  1>at  by  the  sen- 
tence ^  a  coftrt  martial.  He  gave  the  house  to  understand, 
ikkt  certain  persons  attended  at  the  door,  who  from  the 
station  of  nonlDommhsioned  officers  had  been  broke,  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks,  widiout  trial,  or  any  cause  assigned ; 
and  be  expatiated  not  only  upon  the  iniquity  of  such  pro- 
ceedings, but  also  upon  the  danger  of  leaving  such  arbitnuy 
power  in  the  hands  of  an  individual  officer*  A  warm 
debate  was  the  consequence  of  this  motion,  which,  how- 
ever, was  overruled  by  the  majority. 

$  XXXV.  Among  other  regulations  made  in  the  course 
of  this  session  for  the  encouragement  of  the  British  manu- 
factures, a  large  duty  was  laid  upon  Irish  sail  cloth,  which 
being  sold  at  an  under  price,  was  found  to  interfere  with 
the  same  species  of  commodity  fabricated  in  the  island  of 
Great  Britain ;  and,  for  the  further  benefit  of  this  last,  the 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  had  been  deducted 
from  a  defective  fund,  was  now  made  payable  out  of  the  cus- 
toms. This  measure,  however,  was  not  of  such  importance  to 
the  nation,  as  the  act  which  they  passed  for  encouraging  the 
importation  of  pig  and  bar  iron  from  the  British  colonies  in 
North  America.     Every  wellwisher  to  his  country  reflect- 
ed with  concern  on  the  nature  of  the   British  trade  with 
Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  subjects  of  his  Britan- 
nic ai^ijesty  imported  more  iron  and  steel  than  all  the  other 
^o^tfi^a  in  Europe.     For  this  article  they  paid  a  very 
gr^at  balance  in  ready  m<^ey,  which  the  Swedes  again  ex- 
pended in  purchasing  from  the  French,  and  other  mercantile 
powers,  those  necessaries  and  st|perfluities  with  which  they 
might  have  been  as  cheaply  furnished  by  Great  Britain. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Englidi  colonies  in  America  were 
restricted  by.  severe  duties  from  making  advantage  of  their 
own  produce,  in  exchanging  tbek  iron  for  such  commodi- 
ties as  they  were  under  the  i^piessity  of  procuring  from 
Aeir  mother  country.      Such  restriction  was  not  only  a 
cruel  grievance  upon  our  own  settlements,  but  also  attended 
with  manifest  prejudice  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
annually  droned  of  great  sums,  in  favour  of  an  ungralfiJul 
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Bttion^from  which  no  part  of  them  retimietl;  whereas  the 
iron  imported  from  America^  must  of  necessity  come  ni  ex- 
change for  our  own  manufactures*  The  commons-  having 
appointed  a  day  for  taking  this  affair  into  consideration, 
carefully  examined  into  the  state  of  the  British  comniereff 
carried  on  with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into  the  accounts  of 
iron  imported  from  the  pUintations  in  America;  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  having  resolved,  that  the  duties 
on  American  pig  and  bar  iron  should  be  removed,  a  biU** 
was  brought  in  for  that  purpose,  containing  a  clause,  how^ 
ever,  to  prevent  his  mnjesty's  subjects  from  ihakiog  steel, 
and  establishing  mills  for  slitting  and  rolling  iron  within 

h  'Hie  most  remarlinble' circumstance  attending  the  progress  of  this  bill, 
which  made  its  way  HitDw^h  both  hoiisea,  and  ol>tame<1  the  royal  assent,  was 
the  number  of  contradictory  petitions  in  favour  and  in  prejudice  of  it,  while  it 
remained  under  consideration.  The  tanners  of  leather  in  and  about  the  town 
jQf  Sheffield  in  Yoi-kshire,  rrjirescnted.  That  if  the  hiH  sfaonM  pass,  the  EiH^isfc 
Iron  would  be  undersold  ;  coHsetjuently  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges 
woidd  be  discontinued  :  in  that  ease  tlie  woods  used  for  fuel  wouM  stand  uncut, 
ind  the  tanners  be  de)>rived  of  oak  bark  sufficient  for  the  oontiniiAuce  and  suppoi'C 
of  their  occupation.  They  nevertheless  owned,  that  should  the  duty  be  removed 
from  prg  iron  only  no  such  consequences  eonld  be  apprehended;  because,  shoaUl 
the  number  of  furnaces  be  kssene*!,  that  of  forges  would  be  increased  'ITiis  waa 
likewise  the  plea  urged  in  divers  remonstrances  by  mastei's  of  Jron  works,  gentle- 
men, and  freeholders,  who  luul  tracts  of  woodland  in  their  possession.  The 
owners,  proprietors,  an<l  farmers  of  furnaces  and  iron  forges,  belonging  to  Shef- 
field and  its  neighbovrhood,  enlarged  upon  the  great  expense  they  had  incurred  S« 
erecting  and  supporting  iron  works  by  means  of  nvhich  great  numbers  of  his  mi^ 
Jcsty's  subjects  were  comfortably  supported.  They  expressed  their  apprehension, 
that  should  the  bill  pass  into  a  \sw,  it  could  not  in  aqt  d^ree  lessen  ^coosamptfO* 
of  Swedish  iron,  which  was  used  for  tlie  purpose  which  neither  the  American  nor 
British  iron  would  answer;  but  that  the  proposed  encouragement,  oonaidering  tlie 
plen^  ami  cheapness  of  wood  in  Amei^ca,  would  enable  the  colonies  to  undersell 
the  British  iron,  a  branch  of  traffic  whTch  would  be  totally  destroyed,  to  thg  ruin 
of  many  thousand  labourers,  who  would  be  compelled  to  seek  their  livelihood  in 
foreign  countries.  They  likewi.se  suggested,  tliat  if  all  the  iron  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  should  be  obiiged  to  depend  upon  a  supply  of  iron  from  the  planta- 
tions, which  must  ever  be  i-endered  precarious  by  the  ha^rd  of  Uie  scfts  and  the 
enemy,  the  manufactures  would  probably  decay  for  want  of  materials,  and  many 
Ihousaend  .families  be  reduced  to  want  and  misery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  iron- 
inoqgers  and  smiths  belonging  to  the  flourishing  town  of  Birmingham  in  Warwick- 
shire, presented  a  petition,  declaring,  that  tbie  bill  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
trade  of  the  nation,  a^  it  would  enable  the  colonists  to  m&e  larger  returns 
of  their  own  produce,  and  encourage  them  to  take  a  greater  Quantity  of  tlile 
British  manofaelures.  They  affirmed,  that  alt  the  iron  works  m  the  island  of  Great 
Britain  did  not  supply  half  the  quantity  of  that  metal  8ufH<ient  to  cany  on  the 
njanufacture ;  that  if  this  deficiency  could  be  supplied  from  the  colonies  in  4me- 
i$ca,  the  importation  would  oease,  and  eonsideraMe  sums  of  money  be  saved  to  the 
nation.  They  observed,  that  the  importation  of  iron  from  America  could  no  mhm 
affect  the  iron  works  ami  freeholders  of  the  kingdom  than  the  like  quantity  import- 
ed from  any  other  country ;  but  tlujy  prayed  that  the  people  of  America  might  be 
restrained  tV^m  ereetiiig  s'itting  or  t*oniiig  mills,  flr  forges  for  plating  iron,  as  they 

.  would  interfere,  with  the  manufacturer  pt"  Great  Bi<itain. 

Many  rentonstranccs  to  the  samp  effect  were  presented  from  diflferent  parts  of 

-the  kingdom  ;  atid  it  appeared,  upon  the  most  exact  inquirv,  tbnt  the  encourage- 
ment of  American  iron  wo^ild  prove  e>trcmely  beneficial,  to' the  kingdom,  as  it  had 
been  found,  upon  trial,  ap])Trcable  to  all  the  uses  of  Swedish  irou,  and  as  good  in 

.  ctery  respect  8»  the  produce  of  that  cotttffry.  , 
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the  British /eolotiiea  of  Aawrica;  this  precaution  being 
taken,  diat  the  colonists  might  jiot  interfeve  with  the  mami*- 
factures  of  dieir  mother  country. 

4  XXXVI*  The  ndct  commercial  improvement^  of 
\riiich  ve  shall  taice  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the  encourage'* 
mcDt  of  the  British  white  herring  and  cod^sheries.  This 
was  likewise  the  result  of  mature  deliberation,  importing^ 
that  a  bounty  of  thirty  ^iUiogs  per  ton  should  be  granted, 
and  paid  out  of  the  customs  to  all  new  Vessels  from  twenty 
to  fourscore  tens  buhien,  which  should  b^  built  for  that 
purpose,  and  actually  employed  in  the  fishery :  That  a  soci- 
ety should  be.  incorporated,  under  die  name  of  the  frea 
British  fisher)%  by  a  charter,  not  exclusive,  with  power  to 
raise  a  capital  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  ^ 
and  that  three  pounds  ten  sliillings  per  centum  per  annum 
should  be  granted  and  psud  out  of  the  customs  to  the  pro-* 
prietors  for  fourteen  years,  for  so  much  of  the  capital  as 
should  be  actually  emplo^'^ed  in  the  said  fisheries*  Corres- 
ponding chambers  were  proposed  to  be  erected  in  remote 
parts  of  North  Britain,  for  taking  in  subscriptions,  and 
prosecuting  the  trsule,  under  the  directions  of  the  company 
at  London ;  and  the  naftion  in  general  seemed  eager  to  dia« 
pute  this  branch  of  commerce  with  the  subjects  of  Holland, 
whom  they  considered  s»  ungrateful  interlopers.  In  the 
house  of  peers,  however,  the  bill  met  with  a.  formidable 
opposition  from  the  earl  of  Winchelsea  and  lord  Sandys, 
who  justly  observed^  that  it  was  a  crude,  indigested 
scheme,  which,  in  the  execution,  would  never  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  people  :  that  in  contending  with  the 
43utch,  who  are  the  patterns  of  unwearied  industry,  and 
the  most  rigid  economy,  nothing  could  be  more  al>surd 
than  a  joint  stock  company.  Which  is  always  clogged  with 
^extraordinary  expense:  and  the  resolution  of  fitting  out 
vessels  at  the  port  of  i^ondon,  where  all  sorts  of  niaterials, 
labour,  and  seamen  are«o  much  dearef-  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  uniteu  kingdom,  exclusive  of  the  great  distance  and 
^dangerous  voyage  between  the  metropolis  and  the  SQund  of 
Brassa  in  Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  t^e  herring 
Jbusses' were  to  assemble  in  the  beginning' of  the  Ashing  sea* 
son.  They  likewise  took  nodce  of  the  heavy  duty  oa  salt, 
ustd  4n  curing  the  fish  ^or  sa^,  and  the  beef  ior  proVi^ipti 
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|o  the  mariners ;  a  circumstSHKe  of  itself  suficietet  to  d^ 
courage  adventurers  from  embarking  in  a  commerce  whieh^ 
at  best,  yields  but  very  slender  profits  to  the  trade  in  pat« 
ticular,  how  iinportant  soever  it  might  prove  to  the  com* 
munity  in  general*  These  objections  vere  ansirared  by 
the  duke  of  Arg>'ie  and  the  earl  of  Granvilleiy  who  meemed 
to  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could  not  be  fairly  set  on 
foot,  without  such  a  considerable  sum  of  tisbney  as  no  sin* 
gle  individual  would  care  to  advance ;  that  a  jpint  stock 
company  would  be  able  to  prosecute  the  fishery  at  a  smaller 
expense  than  that  which  particular  traders  must  necessarily 
incur ;  that  tho  present  spirit  of  the  nation,  which  was  eagerly- 
bent  upon  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not  to  be  baulked  by 
delay,  lest  it  should  evaporate ;  and  that  though  Uie  plan  was 
not  unexceptionable,  the  defects  of  it  might  in  the  sequel  be 
remedied  by  the  legislature*  In  a  word,  the  bill  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  mnj  >rtty,  with  a  small,  aniendment  in  the  title, 
which  produced  some  disquiets  in  the  lower  house;  but 
diis  dispute  was  compromised,  and  it  was  enacted  into  a 
lat9^  towards  the  close  of  the  session*  '  Nothing  could  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  public  than  the  sanction  of  the  legis* 
lature  to  this  favourite  plan,  which  was  ardently  promoted, 
and  patronised  by  men  of  the  greatest  eminence  for  wealth 
and  popularity*  The  company  chose  for  their  governor 
the  prince  of  WbIcs,  who  received  this  proof  of  their  attach* 
men^  and  respect  with  particular  marks  of  satisfaction :  the 
president  and  vicepresident  were  both  aldermen  of  London ; 
and  the  council  was  composed  of  thirty  gendemen,  the  ma« 
jority  of  whom  were  members  of  parliament*  Great  pains 
Were  taken,  and  some  artifice  was  used,' to  learn  the  Dutch 
method  of  curing  the  fish*  People  crowded  with  their  sub- 
scriptions ;  a  number  of  hands  were  emplp}'ed  in  building 
and  equipping  the  busses  or  vessels  used  in  the  fishery; 
and  the  most  favourable  consequences  were  expected  from 
tke  general  vigour  and  alacrity^  which  animated  these  pte- 
parations*  But  the  success  did  not  gratify  ^he  sanguine 
hopes  of  the  projectors  and  adventurers*  The  ofcjectioni 
adade  in  \ht  house  of  lords  soon  appeared  to  have  been 
well  founded :  these  cooperating  with  mismanagement  in 
the  directors,  the  spirit  of  the  company  began  to  flag,  the 
Oaturai  ^ottsequencea  of  commercial  disappointment,  and 
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DOW  ibe  Britisk  fiaheiy  seeins  to  hiQgaiah  utukr  die  neglect 
of  the  legislature. 

$  SXXVII*  Touching  the  tnule  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
petitions  were  renewed  by  the  company  and  its  creditors^ 
the  merchants  of  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Lancaster ;  and  a 
remonstrance  was  presented  by  the  planters  and  merchants 
interested  in  the  British  sugar  settlements  in  America:  but 
the  commons  adhered  to  their  former  resolutions  of  laying 
open  the  trade,  maintatntng  die  forts  at  the  public  expense, 
and  regulating  the  commerce  by  a  committee  of  merchants, 
representing  the  chief  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  be^ 
superintended  by  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  framed  and  presented,  and  having  pro* 
ceeded  through  both  houses  without  opposition,  obtained  the 
royal  assent.  Over  and  above  these  wise,  salutary,  and 
patriotic  measures  for  the  improvement  of  commerce,  they 
encouraged  the  importation  of  raw  silk  by  an  act,  reducing 
the  duties  formerly  payable  on  that  which  was  the  growth 
of  China  to  the  same  that  is  raised  on  the  raw  silk  from 
Italy,  and  allowing  the  sa^me  drawback  upon  the  exporutlon 
of  the  one  which  had  been  usually  granted  on  the  other.  A 
second  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
growth  and  culture  of  silk  in  Carolina  and  Georgia,  where 
it  had  been  lately  produced  with  extraordinary  suctess,  by 
freeing  from  all  duties  that  which  should  be  imported  froiu 
his  majesty's  dominions  in  America;  and  a  third  was 
framed,  permitting  raw  silk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
Persia,  purchased  in  Russia,  to  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  the  empire 
of  Russia.  Divers  efforts  were  made,  by  different  mem- 
bers in  the  opposition,  to  rectify  certain  abuses  in  the  army 
and  administration :  some  bills  were  brought  in,  and  several 
petitions  were  left  on  the  table ;  but  all  of  tbeni  proved 
abortive,  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  minister,  who 
seemed  resolved  that  no  benefit  should  flow  upon  the  nation 
through  any  channel  but  his  own.  Nevertheless*  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  for  the  honour  of  his  memory,  that  there 
is  no  session  on  record  so  productive  as  this  was  of  mea*. 
sures  advantageous  to  the  community. 

$  XXKVIII.  The  people  however,  wer^  not  entirely 
satisfied  witli  the  conduct  of  the  administration,  if  we  may 
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jadj^  from  the  ferment  and  commotions  raised  during  the 
progress  of  an  election  for  a  citizen  to  represent  the  city  of 
Westminister  in  •  parliament*  The  seat  which  had  been 
filkd  by  lord  Trentham,  eldest  son  of  ewi  Gower,  having 
become  vacant,  in  consequence  of  that  nobleman's  accepting 
a  place  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  he  again  declared  himself 
a  candidate,  and  met  with  a  violent  opposition*  Those, 
who  stikd  themselves  the  independent  electors  of  Westmin- 
ster being  now  incensed  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  turbu- 
lence by  the  interposition  of  ministerial  influence,  determined 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  baffle  the  designs  of  the 
court,  and  at  the  same  time  take  vengeance  on  the  family  of 
earl  Gower,  who  had  entirely  abandoned  the  opposition,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  respected  leaders* 
With  this  view  they  held  consultations,  agreed  to  resolu- 
tions, and  set  up  a  private  gentlemen,  named  sir  George 
Vandeput,  as  the  competitor  of  lord  Trentham,  declaring 
that  they  would  support  his  pretensions  at  their  own  expense, 
being  the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprise  by  the  coun« 
tenance  and  assistance  of  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his 
adherents*  They  accordingly  opened  houses  of  entertain- 
ment for  their  partisans,  solicited  votes,  circulated  remon- 
strances, and  propagated  abuse  :  in  a  word,  they  canvassed, 
with  surprising  spirit  and  perseverance,  against  the  whole 
interest  of  St.  James*  Mobs  were  hired  and  processions 
made  on  both  sides,  and  the  city  of  Westminster  was  filled 
with  tumult  and  uproar*  The  mutual  animosity  of  the 
parties  seemed  every  day  to  increase  during  the  election, 
and  a  great  number  of  unqualified  votes  were  presented  on 
both  sides :  all  tlie  powers  of  insinuation,  obloquy,  and 
ridicule,  were  employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate  both  eaii- 
didates*  At  length  the  poll  being  closed,  a  majority  of 
votes  appeared  in  behalf  of  lord  Trentham :  but  a  scrutiny 
being  demanded  by  the  other  side,  the  returning  officer 
complied  with  their  request*  The  speaker  of  the  lower 
house  had  issued  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  of  election 
about  the  middle  of  November ;  *and  towards  (he  end  of 
X'el^ruary  Mr*  Fox,  secretary  at  war,  standing  up,  and 
observing  that  no  return  had  yet  been  made,  thought  proper 
to  move.  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  the  messenger  extra-* 
ordinary  attending  the  great  seal,  the  under  sheriff  of  Mid^ 
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diescjif  and  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  should  attend 
next  morning,  and  give  an  account  of  their  issuingf  deliv« 
eriing,  and  executing  the  writ  of  election.  These  being 
examined,  and  the  high  bailiff  declaring  that  he  wonld  pro* 
ceed  with  all  possible  despatch  in  the  scrutiny ;  which  had 
been  demanded  and  was  begun,  Mr.  Speaker  explained  to 
bim  spme  particulars  of  his  duty ;  in  the  discharge  6f  which, 
he  was  given  to  understand  he  might  depend  upon  the 
protection  of  the  house,  should  he  meet  with  any  obstruc«* 
tion  which  he  could,  not  otherwise  surmount*  By  the 
violence  and  caprice  with  which  a  great  number  of  votes 
werCf  contested  On  both  sides,  the  scrutiny  was  protracted  a 
long  time,  and  the  return  attended  with  some  extraordinary 
consequences,  which  shall  be  particularized  among  the 
transactions  «of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
present  session  of  parliament  was  closed  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  April,  with  a  speech  ^rom  the  throne,  commending  the 
commons  for  having  seized  the  very  first  opportunity  of 
reducing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  without  the  least 
infringement  upon  the  faith  of  parliament;  and  congratu* 
lating  them  on  tl|f  flourishing  state  of  the  public  credit, 
which  could  not  fail  to  add  strength  and  reputation  to  the 
government,  both  at  home  smd  abroad.  Immediately  after 
the  rising  of  the  parliamant,  his  majes^  appointed  a  regency 
to  govern  the  kingdom  in-  his  absence,  and  embarked  for 
the  continent,  in  order  to  visit*  his  German  dominions* 

$  XXXIX.  The  month  of  January  and  the  beginning 
of  February  were  distinguished,  the  first  day  by  a  very 
remarkable  Aurora  Borealis^  appearing  at  night  to  the 
xu)rth  east,  of  a  deep  and  dusky  red  colour,  like  the  reflec-* 
tion  of  some  great  fire,  for  which  it  was  by  many  people 
mistalcen ;  and  the  corruscations,  unlike  th9se  that  are  gen« 
erally  observed,  did  not  meet  in  the  2Senith,*but  in  a  point 
some  degrees  to  the  southward.  February  was  ushered  in 
by  terrible  peala  of  thunder,  flashes  of  lightning,  and  such 
a  tempest  of  wind,  hail,  and  rain,  as  overwhelmed  with  fear 
and  constem£ition  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol,  where  it  chiefly 
raged.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  same  month,  between 
twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  people  of  London  were 
still  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake, 
which  shook  all  the  houses  with  aClch  vi<^<nce,  that  the  fur* 
Vol.  III.  N 
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intore  rooked  om  the  ioors^  the  pewter  and  porcekuse '  rat« 
tied  on  the  sbelres^  the  chamber  bells  raag,  and  the  whole  of 
this  commotion  was  attended  with  a  clap  or  ncHse  resem* 
Uiag  that  produced  fy  the  fall  of  some  heavy  piece  of  fur* 
tiitttre.  The  shock  extended  through  the  cities  of  London 
ttd  Westminister,  and  was  felt  on  both  sides  the  river 

.  Thames,  from  Greenwich  to  the  westward  of  Londcm ;  but 
not  perceptible  at  a  considerable  distance.  On  the  very 
same  day  of  the  next  month,  between  five  and  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  again 
affirighted  by  a  second  shock,  more  violent  than  the  first, 
and  abundantly  ipore  alarming,  m  It  waked  ^e  greater  paft 
of  the,  people  from  their  repose*  It  was  preceded  by  a 
si!kccession  of  thick  low  flashes  of  lightnings  and  a  rumbling 
noise,  like  that  of  a  heavy  carralge  rolling  over  a  hollow 
pavement.  The  shock  itself  consisted  of  repeated  vibra* 
tions,  which  lasted  some  seconds^  and  violently  shook  every 
house  from  top  to  bottom*    .  Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the 

.  shelves  clattered,  the  small  bells  rang,  and  in  .-  some 
places  public  clocks  were  heard  to  strike*  Many  persons 
roused  by  this  terrible  visitation,  started  naked  from  their 
beds,  and  ran  to  their  doors  and  windows  in  distraction : 
yet  no  life  was  lost,  and  no  house  overthrown  by  this  con- 
cussion, though  it  was  so  dreadful  as  to  threaten  an  imme- 
diate dissolution  of  the  globe.  The  circumstance,  however, 
did  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon  ignorant,  weak, 

'  and  superstitious  minds,  which  were  the  more  affected  by 
the  consideration  that  the  two  shocks  weVe  periodical ;  that 
the  second,  which  happened  exactly  one  month  after  the 
first,  had  been  the  more  violent ;  and  that  the  next,  increas- 
ing in  proportion,  might  be  attended  with  the  most  dismal 
consequences*  This  general  Motion  Was  confiitned,  and 
indeed  propagated,  among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the 
admonitions  of  a  fanatic  soldier  who  publicly  preached  up 
repentance,  and  boldly  prophesied  that  the  next  shock  would 
happen  on  the  same  day  of  April,  and  totally  destroy  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster*  Considering  the  infec- 
tious nature  of  fear  and  superstition,  and  the  emphatic 
manner  in  which  the  imagination  had  been  prepared  and  pre- 
possessed, it  was  no  wonder  that  the  prediction  of  this  illit- 
erate enthusiast  should  have  contributed,^  in  a  great  measure. 
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to  «tigmc«ll;  the  gieiieral  terror.  The  ehuroHe*  were  erg  vde4 
irjtdi  penitaat  skmers :  the  sods  of  riot  and  profligacy  wtvc 
oTeraw^d  into  sobriety,  and  decoruva.  The  6tr#ets  no 
km^r  resounded  with  execrations,  or  the  aoise  of  hriital 
Ucemiottsness ;  ^md  die  hand  of  cbarky  was  liberally  opened* 
Thoae,  whom  fortune  had  etiaUed  to  retire  (torn  t)m  devoted 
city,  fled  to  the  coiatttry  with  btirry  and  preeipita^ioo»  inao^ 
much  that  the  highwa3rs  were  encumbered  with  hon»ef  aiB4 
cami^^*  Many  m^  had,  in  the  hegiiming,  eomhated 
these  groundUess  fears  wiiJi  the  weapon  of  reason  and 
ndtcide,  began  insensibly  to  imbibe  the.coiilii^pK)pi,  and  M^ 
thek-  liesMts  fail,  in  proportion  as  the  hOVHr  0{  pirobation 
^pr^aehed:  wefn  science  and  philosophy  Wiore  ni^t  prp^ 
sgaiaat  the  iinacco^tKtable  eflfecta  of  this  commm^a^ioya*  In 
aften^ges  it  wiU  hardly  be  beHeved,  that  on  the  eveniag  ^ 
die  eigbtik  day  of  April,  the  open  €elda  tlb^  #lirt  tbt 
aKctropdiis.were  filled  With  ao  ineredible  nuwber  of  people 
asaeoabled  in  chairs,  \n  ehiases,  atid  coaches^  «a  weU  as  w 
foot,  who  wttted  in  i^e  most  f«iar&il  siiapai^Miltil  monHagi 
and  the  return  of  day  disproved  the  truth  of  the  di^et^ied 
prophecy.  Then  their  feaors  iraAi^d:  tihf^  ret¥t7»ed  to 
dicir  respective  habitaliiDn^  in  a  transport  of  j^ ;  a»d  weaa 
soon  reconciled  to  their  i^ndoned  yices,  whkh  ihey  seem(s4 
to  resume  with  redoubled  affectioii,  nnd  •once  nore  ht^ 
defiance  to  the  veaigeaoce  bf  Heaven* 

$  XL.  By  ijtts  thne  all  the  gaob  in  England  were  filled 
wi^  iht  refuse  of  the  anftiy  and  nairy,  which  having  hei^ 
dismissed  at*  4he  peace^  and  i^ther  averse  to  labour,  ior 
excluded  from  employmeoti  had  nalarattjr  ^yed  upon  the 
CQnamoawealth.  Gre^  numJbers  «f  diose  wretches  wh^  hy 
proper  regulations,  might  have  been  iiendered  servioeaMei^ 
the  community,  were  executed  as  examples  i  and  dto  ree( 
perished  miserably,  jtaiidst  the  slonfAi  and  htrrors  flff 
noisome  dungeons^  Eten  the  iprison  of  Ne^^te  wm^^vw^ 
dered  so  infecdotts  by  the  uncommon  (CtiowdKof 'Cfiifine4 
felons,  stowed  together  in  close  apartmeiHa,  ^at  ihe  v^tff 
-sir  they  breathed  aequired  a  pestilential  degree  of  p«tre£sQ- 
ttOB.  It  was  An  pu^iified  air^  wilic^,  ^he«it>9  tp^  Ad 
clothes  of  die  malefacters  btoiight  tlo  tribal  rat  ihe  har  i^Sifim 
Old  Baiky  in  May,  pn>d«iced  amt^g  ikt  audieiude  :a>pes- 
tttential  fever,  which  mfeated  and  ytfoved  fa^  do  the  tord 
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mayor  of  London,  to  one  alderman,  two  of  the  judges, 
divers  lawyers  who  attended  the  session,  the  greatest  part<>f 
the  jury,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  spectators.  In 
order  to  prevent  such  disasters  for  the  future,  the  gaols 
were  cleansed,  and  accommodated  with  ventilators,  which 
exhaust  the  foul  and  supply  a  circulation  of  fresh  air ;  and 
other  humane  precautions  were  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoners. 

§  Xhl.  The  afikirs  of  the  continent  imderwent  no 
remarkable  alteration.  An  ambassador  extraordinary  being 
sent  to  Pctersburgh  from  the  court  of  London  declared  to 
the  czarina's  minister,  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between 
Russia  and  Sweden,  occasioned  by  the  hostilities  committed 
by  the  former  power,  his  Britannic  majesty  would  consider 
Russia  as  the  aggressor,  and  the  czarina  could  not  expect 
that  he  woUld  supply  her  with  the  succours  which  he  was 
engaged  by  treaty  to  furnish  for  her  defence,  in  case  she 
should  be  attacked.  A  declaration  of  the  same  nature  was 
made  by  the  ambassador  of  her  Imperial  majesty  the  queen 
of  Hungary  while  the  ministers  of  France  and  Prussia,  who 
were  in  strict  sdiianice  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  understand, 
that  they  Would  punctually  fulfil  their  engagements  with 
iS/f&  court  of  Stockholm,  should  she  actually  invade  the 
Swedish  territories  of  Finland*  The  spirit  with  which  the 
king  of  Prussia  exerted  himself  on  diis  occasion,  gave 
infinite  umbrage  to  the  czarina,  who,  indeed,  expressed  her 
resentment,  by  ti*eating  the  minister  of  Brandenburgh  with, 
contemptuous  ni^^cct,  and  even  refused  to  favour  him  with 
an  audience,  tiM  he  should  be  vested  with  the  character  of 
ambassador.  Thus  were  so^ti  the  seeds  of  misunderstanding 
between  those  two  powers,  which,  in  the  sequel, "grew  up  to 
the  most  bitter  animosity,  and  served  to  inflame  those 
dissensions  Whkh  have  desolated  the  fairest  provinces  of 
Germany^  '  The  remonstraiice  of  his  Prussian  majesty  with 
respect  to  the  trduble^  of  the  liorth,  was  couched  in  such 
t^ms  as  gave  dissatisfaction  to  the  court  of  Petersburgh. 
The  Russian  minister  retired  from  Berlin,  without  the 
ceremt>ny  of  taking  leave,  and  the  Prussian  ambassador 
Waf^dorf  was  recsdled  from  the  court  of  the  czarina. 

i^XLII.l^he  attention  of  his  Britannic  majesty  vras'not 
^H^Iy  ^ngfrossed  by  th^  disputes  betw<?en  Russia  an4  Swe. 
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den.  He  had  another  object  in  view,  which  more  nearly 
concerned  the  interest  of  his  German  dominions ;  and  had 
set  on  ft>ot  two  negotiations  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  commerce  and  advantage  of  Great  Britain*  His  first 
and  principal  aim  was,  in  conjunction  with  the  court  ot 
Vienna,  to  take  such  measures  as  would  secure  the  succes- 
sion of  the  Imperial  dignity  to  the  archduke  Joseph,  eldest 
son  and  heir  to  the  reignins  emperor*  As  the  previous 
step  to  that  elevation,  it  was  proposed  to  elect  this  young 
prince  king  of  the  Romans ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  wa9 
necessary  to  procure  a  majority  not  only  of  the  electors,  but 
also  in  the  diet  of  the  empire,  through  which  the  proposal 
must  have  passed*  No  stone  was  left  unturned  to  recon- 
cile diis  expedient  to  the  German  princes;  Subsidies  .were 
offered  to  the  maritime  powers  of  England,  and  the  states 
general,  to  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Cologn ;  and  a  treaty 
of  the  same  nature  was  concluded  with  the  elector  of  Ba^ 
varia,  who,  in  consideration  of  an  annual  subsidy,  amount- 
ing to  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  two-thirds  to  be  paicT 
by  Britain,  and  the  rest  by  the  states  general,  engaged  to 
keep  in  readiness  a  body  of  six  thousand  infantry,  as  auxil^^ 
iaries  to  the  maritime  powers,  though  not  to  act  against  the 
emperor*^  or  empire ;  and  to  join  the  interest  of  his  Brit 
tannic  majesty  in  the  diet,  as  well  as  in  the  electoral  cai^ 
lege*  In  order  to  render  the  king  of  Poland,  elector,  of 
Saxony,  propitious  to  this .  design,  he  was  accommodated 
with  the  loan  of  a  very  considerable  sum  upon  the  mortgage 
of  certain  bailiwicks  and  lordships  bel(mging  to  the  Saxon 
dominions*  Thus  a  majority  of  the  electors  was  secured, 
and  such  foundations  were  laid  for  the  success  of  this  pro« 
ject,  that  it  was  generally  believed  it  would  be  accomplished 
in  his  Britannic  majesty's  next  visit  to  his  German  domin- 
ions* Hopes,  it  was  said,  were  given  to  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, that  his  concurrence  would  be  gratified  by  erecting  the 
house  of  Hesse  Cassel,  of  which  he  was  head,  into  a  tenth 
electorate*  Arguments  of  an  interesting  nature  were  used 
with  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  elector  palatine,  that  if 
possible,  the  diet  might  unanimously  approve  of  \hh  mea* 
sure,  so  nec&nzry  for  establishing  the  peace,  of  the  empir;:, 
and  preventing  such  troubles  as  arose  from  a  disputed  sue- 


IQH  UISTORT  OF  EVGLANIX  ^^5^^ 

cessioD  at  the  deith  of  Charles  the  sixth.     These  endea* 
TOurs,  however,  did  not  sacceed  in  their  fiiU  extent. 

$  XLIII.  Hie  king  of  Prussia,  as  ekctor  of  Brandcn- 
burgh,  opposed  the  election  as  unnecessary  and  improper^ 
T>n  account  of  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  reigning  enipe«> 
ror,  and  the  tender  jrears  of  the  archduke*  Thb  monarch 
had  set  himself  up  as  a  balance  to  the  power  of  the  house 
of  Austria,  which  had  long  atpired  to  absolute  dominioa 
over  its  coestates,  and  endeavoured  to  establish  an  bersdi* 
tary  right  of  succeseiom  to  the  empire;  be,  tfaicre£Dt«^ 
employed  aU  his  influence  to  frustrate  the  measure  frtKpo* 
sed,  either  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  pure  patriotism,  or  inspire 
with  designs  which  he  had  not  yet  diought  profer  to  dfi<- 
clare.  The  oppoiition  w^as  joined  by  the  etlector  palatine^ 
and  countenanced  by  the  French  king ;  who  protested,  that, 
for  the  sake  of  peace,  lie  would  not  oppose  Ah  election^ 
though  contrary  to  the  gobkn  bull,  provided  it  akoidd  be 
confirmed  by  tbe  unanimous  consent  of  the  dectond  eollege  c 
but  should  amy  one  meosber  signify  his  disssnt,  and  ke  or 
any  state  of  the  empire  daim  the  protection  and  assistance 
of  his  most  christian  miyesty,  he  coukl  not  dfaqpecee  witii 
granting  both,  in  consequence  of  hb  being  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia:  an  engageaeent  by  which  kc  waa 
eUiged  to  succour  those  princes  and  states  ^  tihe  empii^ 
who  might  have  recourse  to  him,  in  case  of  any  g^iev^uice 
they  sidPered  contrary  to  what  was  stipukted  m  that  consd* 
tution*  This  dedaiatioii  cooperaaing  with  die  known  iiha« 
i^ter  of  his  Prussian  ana^ty,  whose  great  army  overawed 
Hanover  and  Bohemia,  in  all  prcbabUity  damped  ihaft 
vigour  with  which  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Herenhausen 
had  hitherto  prosecuted  this  important  aegotiaition. 

$  XLIV.  The  second  object  that  employed  die  atifien* 
tion  of  the  British  ministry^  was  the  establishment  of  tiie 
precise  limits  of  Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  new  ^ 
colony  had  suffevsd  great  mischief  and  ibterruptiDn  £rom  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  excited  to  diese  outrages  by  die 
subjects  $iod  emissaries  of  France*  Commissaries  had  been 
i^pointed^by  both  crowns,  to  meet  at  Paris,  and  compromise 
diese  dilutes :  but  the  conferences  were  rendered  abortive 
by  every  act  of  cavaUcng,  chicanery,  and  procrastination. 
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which  die  French  commisticmcrs  opposed  to  the  justice  and 
pcnpkattjF  of  the  English  claims.  They  not  only  misinter- 
preted treaties,  though  expressed  with  the  utmost  precision^ 
lad  perplexed  the  conferences  with'  difficulties  and  matter 
foreign  to  tiie  subject,  but  they  carried  the  finesse  of  perfidy 
so  far  as  to  produce  false  charts  and  maps  of  the  country, 
in  which  the  rivers  and  boundaries  were  misplaced  and  mis« 
represented*  At  this  time  also  the  insincerity  of  the 
French  court  appeared  in  affected  delajrs  and  artful  objec- 
tions, with  respect  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  islands 
in  the  West  Indies ;  and  the  governors  of  the  British  plaii* 
tations,  in  difierent  parts  of  North  America,  transmitted 
intelligence,  that  the  French  had  begun  to  make  encroach- 
flients  on  die  banks  of  the  English  colonies. 

$  XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which  the 
peace  stood  between  Great  Britain  and  France  at  this  junc- 
ture, and  the  critical  situation  of  affairs  in  Germany,  deter- 
mined the  ministry  of  England  to  compromise  all  differences 
with  Spain,  upon  such  terms  as  at  any  other  time  they 
would  hardly  have  eqibraced*  la  order  to  discuss  those 
points  between  the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  setded 
by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  conferences  were  also  be- 
gun at  Madrid,  and  carried  on  by  Mr*  Keene,  plenipoten- 
tiary to  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  Don  Joseph  de  Carvsgal 
and  Lanci^tro,  the  Spanish  king's  minister.  At  lengtii  a 
treaty  was  concluded  on  these  conditions :  the  king  of  Spain 
engaged  to  pay,  in  three  months,  to  the  South  Sea  company 
of  England,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  as  an 
indemnification  for  all  claims  upon  his  croMm,  by  virtue  of 
the  assiento.  In  other  respects,  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  the  English  to  the  ports  of  Spain  were  regulated  by 
former  treaties.  It  was  stipulated,  that  they'  should  pay  no 
other  duties  than  those  that  were  exacted  of  them  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  IL  of  Spain :  that  they  should  be  treated  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  favoured  nations ;  and  contmue  to  en- 
joy the  privilege  of  taking  sak  at  the  island  of  Tortuga.  But 
there  was  no  article  restricting  tljie  Spanish  guarda  co^tas 
from  searching  the  British  vesseb  on  the  high  aeas: 
although,  as  ure  have  already  observed,  this  insolent  prero^ 
gative,  assumed  without  right,  and  exercised  without 
humanity,  was,  in  effeict,  the  original  and  sole  cause  of  the 
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late  rupture^-which  had  been  attended  with  such  enormous 
expense  to  the  nation.  It  must  be  owned,  however,  that 
his  catholic  majesty  was  at  this  period  extremely  well  dis- 
posed to  live  upon  good  terras  with  Great  Britain*  Hewaa 
resolved  to'  indulge  his  people  with  the  blessings  of  peace, 
to  propagate  a  spirit  of  industry  throughout  his  dominions, 
and  in  particular,  to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  foresaw 
would  prove  a  nauch  mpre  certain  and  inexhaustible  source 
of  wealth,  power,  and  influence,  than  tdl  the  treasures  he 
could  drain  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru*  His  reso- 
lutions' on  this  interesting  subject  were  chiefly  directed  by 
Don  Ricardo  Wall,  who  now  acted  as  his  minister  at  Lon- 
don; a  gentleman  of  Irish  extract,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and  possessed 
the  joint  qualificsTtions  of  a  general  and  a  statesman*  He  had, 
by  virtue  of  a  passport,  come  over  privately  to  England 
before  the  peace,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  treaty,  by 
a  secret  negotiation  with  the  English  itiinisters ;  but  imme- 
diately after  the  peace  was  proclaimed,  he  appeared  in  the 
character  of  ambassador.^  He  was  possessed  of  the  most 
insinuating  address,  shrewd,  penetrating,  and  inquisitive* 
While  he  resided  in  London,  he  spared  no  pains  in  learn- 
ing the  nature  of  those  manufactures,  and  that  commerce, 
by  which  Great  Britain  had  been  so  remarkably  aggrandized  ; 
imd  on  his  return  to  Spain,  where  in  a  little  time  he  was 
placed  at  the  helm  of  afiairs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he 
had  thus  acquired  to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not 
only  promoted  the  useful  arts,  within  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
but  demonstrated  the  infinite  advantage  that  would  accrue 
from  an  active  trade,  which  the  Spaniards  had  for  many 
ages  neglected ;  and  in  a  few  years  their  ships  were  seen  to 
swar/n  in  all  the  commercial  ports  of  Europe*  Of  other 
foreign  events  which  distinguished  this  summer,  the  most 
remarkable  was  the  death  of  John,  kitig  of  Portugal,  who 
pcrfecdy  understood,  and  steadily  pursued,  the  true  interests 
of  his  country,'  and  in  whom  many  princely  qualities  were 
debased  by  a  cruel  spirit  of  bigotry  and  supersition*  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Joseph,  who  if  he  has  fallen 
short  of  his  father  in  some  respects,  cannot  be  justly  charged 
with  having  inherited  this  paternal  weakness* 
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§  XLVI.  The  king  df  Great  Britain  having  fetumed 
to  England,  opened  the  session  of  parliament  in  January 
with  a  speech,  importing,  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  king  of  Spain,  and  amicably  adjusted  such  differ- 
ences as  could  not  be  so  properly  compromised  with  a  gen- 
eral treaty :  that  the  true  commerce  of  this  nation  with  ihat 
country  was  reestablished  upon  the  most  advantageous  and 
sure  foundations ;  and  that  there  was  the  greatest  reason  to* 
hope  the  ancient  friendship  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  would,,  from, mutual  inclination  as  well  as  interest, be 
BOW  effectually  restored.  He  told  them,  that  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  empress  queen  and  the  states  general,  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  elector  of  Bavaria;  and  was 
employed  in  taking  such  further  measures  9fi  might  best 
tend  to  strengthen  and  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire, 
support  its  system,  and  timely  anticipate  such  events  i»s  had 
been  found  by  experience  to  endanger  the  comoion  cause, 
involve  Europe  in  the  calamities  of  war,  and  occasion  thp 
loss  of  much  blood  and  treasure  to  these  kingdoms.  Hq 
promised,  that  both  these  treaties  should  be.  subjected  to 
their  perusal :  he  gave  them  to  understand, .  that  he  had 
received  from  all  the  other  contracting  powers  in  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  most  full  and  clear  de- 
clarations of  their  resolution  to  preserve  the  general  peace ; 
and  that  he  liad  taken  care  to  consolidate  the  ties  of  union 
and  friendship  between  him  and  hi«  allies,  the  better  to 
secure  their  mutual  interests,  maintain  the  peace  already 
subsisting,  and  prevent  the  occasion  of  any  future  rupture* 
Finally,  he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement  of 
commerce,  and  the  effectual  suppression  of  such  outrages 
and  violences  as  are  inconsistent  with  good  order  and  gov- 
ernment, and  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
subjects,  whose  happiness  and  flourishing  condition  he  had 
entirely  at  heart. 

§  XL  VII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  address 
of  thianks,  couched  in  terms  that  savoured  of  the  most 
implicit  complaisance,  approbation,  and  acquiescence  in  the 
measures  which  the  crown  had  taken,  the  earl  of  Eg—- t,  and 
fiome  other  anticourtiers,  affirmed,  that  such  an  addreiss 
vould  be  equally  servile  and  absurd.  They  observed,  that 
Vou  Hi.  O 
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noth.big  could  be  more  preposterous  than  a  blind  approba- 
tion of  measures  which  they  did  not  know  :  that  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their  congratulattions  on  the 
present  happy  tranquillity,  when  almost  every  ,day^8  news- 
papers informed  them  of  some  British  ships  being  seized 

/;        By  the  Spaniards,  or  some  new  attack  made  by  the  Frfench 

bk  our  infant  colony  in  Nova  Scotia.     With  fespectto  tb« 

*  *<e^ntinent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed,  that  the  tranquiUityef 

r{      G^ermany  would  have  been  upon  a  much  more  iolid  foun^^ 

V]  tibn,  had  England  never  interposed  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
Empire :  in  that  case  the  princes  would  of  themselves  have 
supported  the  constitution  of  their  own  country :  that  the 
election  of  an  infant  for  the  king  of  the  JRomans  was  much 
v*hore  likely  to  disturb  than  establish  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe ;  because  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  constitution 
of  the  empire,  by  rendering  the  Imperial  dignity  hereditary 
i%  one  house,  instead  of  being  the  result  of  a  free  election* 
Thef  took  notice,  that  the  constitution  had  provided  vicars 
to'govfern  the  empire  diiring  the  vacancy  of  the  Imperial 
thr^e;  but  had  made  no  provision  of  regents,  protectors^ 
or  gutitdians,  for  a  minor  emperor,  because  it  was  never 
supposed  that  a  minor  would  be  chosen.  They  inveighed 
against  the  late  treaty  with  Spain ;  in  which,  they  said,  the 
Ininis0*y,  fbt*  the  paltry  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds^'had  feiven  up  the  claims  of  the  Soutli  Sea  company, 
and  other  British  merchants,  who  had  suffered  from  depre* 
dutions  tb  the  aniount  of  one  million  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds ;  and  bartered  away  the  fre^om  of  out-  trade  and 
navigatiotf,  by  leaving  untou<;hed  that  prerogative  which 
the  Spani^ifKLs  have  assumed  of  searching  the  British  ships 
in  the  opeii  seas,  and  confiseating  them  should  they  find  on 
^  board  the  kftst  particle  of  what  they  called  contraband  met-- 
chandise*  They  produced  an  instance  of  an  English  ship^ 
lately  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of 
Ihe  Spanish  West  Itidies,  where  she  was  searched,  seized, 
and  condemned,  under  this  prelehce.  They  recapitulated 
th^  conduct  of  the  French,  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  de- 
clarations of  peace  and  moderation,  were  still  employed  itt 
fortifying  their  settlements  on  the  neutral  islands,  as  well 
as  in  harassingv  and  enc^aching  upon  our  plantations  iiH 
North  America.     They  eictlaimed   against/  the  lireaty  of 
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subsidy,  with  the  elector  qf -Biivaria,  or  aoy  other  pruKis  ia 
time  of  peace  i  observhi|f,  that  for  some  years  the  oatkm 
had  p^  such  pensions  to  the  Panes  and  the  Hessians }  but| 
IB  the  eonrse  of  the  late  war,  the  forlner  abandoned  our 
interests,  and  the  latter  actually  took  arms  against  Great 
Britain.  They  a^rmed,  that  the  subsidy  was  greater  than 
the  nation  could  spare  ;  for,  unless  the  land  ial  should  be 
continued  at  four  shillings  it  the  pound,  they  could  ^at 
afford  a  shilling  to  any  prince  in  Germany,  without  ent 
croaching  upon  the  sinking  fund*  ^^  At  such  a  jimctur^ 
^  (said  a  certain  member)  will  any  gentleman  presume  to 
^  propose  the  contintiation  of  such  an  imposition  <l>n  the 
^  landholder,  for  the  sake  of  bribing  the  princes  of  Germany  ^ 
^  to  do  what?-^-*to  preserve  the  freedom  and  independency 
^  of  their  native  country.  I  say,  princes  of  Germany^ 
^^  because  this  subsidy  to  Bavaria  will  signify  nothing  unless 
^  we  take  half  a  score  more  of  them  into  our  pay ;  and 
*^  when  we  have  thus  indulged  them  for  seven  years  of 
^  peace,  they  may  give  \\%  the  slip,  a^  others  have  done^ 
^  whenever  another  war  should  be  declared.''  Against 
these  objections  the  motion  was  supported  by  William  Pitt, 
at  this  time  an  advocate  for  the  ministry.  He  observed, 
that  the  address  was  no  more  than  the  tdsual  compliment  to 
the  thrcme,  which  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  parlisiv 
aaent  to  approve  of  measures  which  they  might  find  cause 
to  censure  upon  further  inquiry*  He  said,  the  trivial  disr 
putes  still  subsisting  between  this  nation  and  the  Spaniards, 
or  France,  would  soon  be  terminated  amicably,  and  could 
never  affect  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  which  waf 
to  be  established  upon-  a  firm  alliance  between  his  majesty 
and  such  a  confederacy  upon  the  continent  as  would  be  an 
overmatch  for  the  house  of  Bourbon.  He  expatiated  upon 
his  majesty's  wisdom  in  taking  off  from  the  French  interest 
su^h  a  powerful  prince  as  the^ elector  of  Bavaria,  and  con> 
ceming  other  salutary  measures  for  preserving  the  balance 
of  power  on  the  continent.  He  defended  the  articles  of  th^ 
late  trea^  with  Spain ;  observing,  that  what  remained  of  the  j 
assiento  contract  was  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence 
\t  the  Sou^  Sea  company ;  that  the  demands  of  this  com- 
pany, and  other  British  merchants,  were  all  cancelled  by 
the  rupture  with  Spain,  and  more  than  recompensed  to  t|ie 
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aatfOB  b^  a  great  balance  of  captares  'during  the  war,  as 
well  as  by  the  great  traffic  carried  on  with  the  Spanish  set* 
dements  in  the  West  Indies,  a&er  it  had  been  laid  open  by 
the  demolition  ot  their  fortresses.  He  asserted  that  by 
this  treaty  die  court  of  Spain  had  made  many  important 
concessions ;  they  had  condescended  «to  pay  a  great  sum  to 
the  South  Sea  company :  they  had  consented  to  ti»  re* 
establishment  of  the  British  trade  in  :  Spain,  upon  a  very 
advantageous  <and  solid  footing,  by  agreeing  tl»t  the  sub* 
jects  of  Great  Britain  'should  pay  no  other  duties  on  mer* 
chasdise  than  those  exacted  of  his  catholic  majesty's  own 
subjects,  and  to  abolish  all  innovajtions  that  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  commerce*  He  affirmed,  that  the  article  of 
no  search  was  a  stipulation  which  it  would  have  been  ridi- 
x:ulou8  to  insist  upon;  and  ^thought  proper  to  obviate  a 
reproach  which  he  foresaw  the  opposition  would  throw  upon 
him,  from  the  circumstance  of  .bis  hai{ing,  upon  a  form^ 
occasion,  heartily  concurred  in  a  motion  for  an  address, 
^  that  no  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain  should  be  admitted, 
unless  such  a  stipulation  should  be  first  obtained  as  a  pre- 
liminary. He  owned  he  had  strenuoudy  contended  for 
such  a  motion,  because  at  that  time,  being  very  young  and 
sanguine,  he  thought  it  right  and  reasonable ;  but  he  was 
now  ten  years  older,  had  considered  matters  more  coolly, 
and  was  convinced  that  the  privilege  of  no  search,  with 
respect  to  British  vessels  sailing  near  the  American  shore, 
would  never  be  obtained,  unless  Spain  should  be  brought 
so  low  as  to  acquiesce  in  any  terms  we,  as  victors,  might 
propose.  He  likewise  signified  his  conviction,  Uiat  aU 
addresses  from  the  house  of  commons,  during  the  course  of 
a  war,  for  prescribing  terms  of  peace,  were  in  themselves 
ridiculous;  and  that  every  such  address  was  an  encroach-, 
ment  on  the  king's  prerogative,  which  had  always  been 
attended  with  unlucky  consequences*  How  far  these  argu- 
ments are  satisfactory,  conclusive,  and  consistent,  we  shall 
leave  to  the  reader's  determination.  Certain  it  is,  they 
were  adopted  by  the  majority,  and  the  address  was  presented 
ivithout  further  opposition. 

§  XLVIII.  T?he  two  grand  committees  appointed  to 
discuss  the  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  funds 
up9n  which  they  were  to  be  raised,,  proceeded  as  uaual. 
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tmder  the '  <£rection  of  ^e  ministiy ;  yet  not  without 
some  vehement  oppbsiHon,  in  which  certain  servants  of  the 
crown  expressed  the  most  heartjr  concurrence.  When  a 
motion  was  made  fb^  reducing  the  ntimber  of  seamen  to^ 
eight  thousand, -Mr.  W*  Pitt,  Mr.  Lytdeton,  and  Mr.  G^ 
GrenfWef'opposdl  it  with  all  their  might  of  argument  and 
elocution ;  but  they  were  overruled.  Annual  debates  were 
also  revived,  with  the  same  success,  upon  the  number  of 
troops  constituting  ther  standing  army ;  but  the  other  reao* 
lutions  of  At  grand  committees  met  with  little  or  no 
opposition.  The '  number  of  seamen  for  the  ensuing  year 
was  limited  to  eight  thousand :  and  that  of  the  standing 
forces  continued  at  eighteen  t)K)U9smd  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  ^ective  men,  including  one  thousand  eight  huh- 
dred  and  fifteen  invalids.  The  commons  granted  a  consi* 
derable  sum  of  money  fch"  paying  off  the  principal  of  such 
redeemable  stocks  Us  had  not  been  subscribed,  in  pursuance 
of  two  acts  passed  in  '^the  last  session  for  reducing  the 
interest  df  annulhies.  Thirty  thousand  poundawere  given 
for  fulfilling  iht  king's  engagement  with  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia ;  large  grants  were  i^ade  for  supplying  deficiencies, 
and  replacing  sums  borrowed  from  the  sinking  fund.  The 
expense  incurred  by  the  new  colony  in  Nova  Scotia,  not 
provided  for  by  parliament,  exceeded  fifty-seven  thousand 
pounds ;  and  the  maintenance  of  it  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
fixed  at  fifty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
pounds,  fourteen  shillings,  and  four-pence.  An  enormous 
charge !  if  we  consider  to  how  little  purpose  all  this  bounty 
was  bestowed.  A  fund  was  established  under  the  sanction 
of  parliament,  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  widows 
of  sea  officers,  by  allowing,  upon  the  books  of  every  ship 
of  war  in  sea  pay,  the  wages  and  victuals  of  one  man  for 
every  hundred  of  which  the  complement  shall  consist,  for 
such  time  only  as  the  number  of  men  im ployed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  royal  navy  shall  not  exceed  twenty  thousand. 
This  Was  an  additional  >indulgence,  over  and  above  the 
allowance  of  one  man  granted  by  a  former  act  of  parliament. 
On  the  whole,  the  provisions  of  this  year-  amounted  to 
five  millions  one  hundred  twenty-five" thousand  twenty- 
three  pounds,  eleven  shillings^  and  seven-pence,  to  be  X'aised 
by   the  usual  duties:  the  sum  of  one  miUion  twenty-six 
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thousand  (aor  hundred  seventy^six  pouiids,  four  shiHiugt^ 
mud  dix-pence^  adranced  by  the  bank  of  England,  to  pay  off 
their  own  unsubscribed  annuities,  for  which  they  acctepled 
exchequer  \A\h  at  three  per,  cent,  interest;  by  the  hmd 
tax  at  three  shillings  in  the  pound ;  a  lottery  and  annuiti^ 
at  the  rate  of  three  per  eent.  per  ann*  to  be  charged  om 
the  sinking  fund,  redeemable  by  parltamentv ,  The  annual 
treasure  called  the  mutiny  bill  was  not  pmsed  without  dbr 
pute  and  altercation ;  some  alterations  were  propost;d,  but 
not  adopted  ;  and  the  sentences  of  court  marlials  sttU  sub* 
jected  to  one  revision. 

^  XLIX.  In  the  mtdst  of  these  deliberations  the  king- 
dom was  alam^ed  with  an  event  which  overwhelmed  the 
people  with  grief  and  consternation.  His  royal  highness 
the  prince  of  Wale&,  in  censeqttence  of  a  cold  caught  in  his 
garden  at  Kew,  was  seized  with  a  pleurctic  dborder;  and 
after  a  shprt  illness,  expired  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March^ 
to  the  unspeakaUe  affltction  Of  his  royid  consort,  and  tho 
Unfeigned  sorrow  of  all  who  wished  well  to  their  country. 
This  excellent  prince,  who  now  died  in  the  forty-fifth  yeaf 
of  his  age,  was  possessed  of  every  amiable  quality  whkh 
could  engage  the  ai{ection  of  the  people,  a  tender  and 
tyfaKging  husband,  a  fond  parent,  a  kind  master,  liberal, 
generous,  candid,  and  humane  ;  a  munificent  patron  of  th^ 
arts,  an  unwearied  friend  to  merit ;  well  disposed  to  assert 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  warqsly  attached  to 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  The  nation  could  not  but 
be  afflicted  at  seeing  a  prince  of  such  expectations  ravished 
from  their  hopes ;  and  their  grief  was  the  better  founded, 
as  the  king  had  already  attained  to  an  advanced  age,  and 
the  heir  apparent,  George^  now  prince  of  Wales,  W2s  a 
minor. 

$  L.  His  majesty,  foreseeing  all  the  inconveniencea 
which  might  arise  from  a  minority,  deliberated  with  his 
counsel  on  this  subject,  and  resatved  to  obtain  a  parlia<' 
mentary  sanction  for  the  measures  judged  necessary  to 
secure  the  succession.  With  this  view  he  sent  a  message 
to  both  houses,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,*  import- 
ing, that  nothing  could  conduce  so  much  to  the  preservn* 
tion  of  the  protestant  succession  in  his  royal  family,  as  pro** 

•  An.  Vrsi. 
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per  pro^kuoQt.fer  tl^  tuitton  of  tbe  ptrtdti  of  bi^Buecessoir^ 
ttid  for  ihe  regular  administnitiDn  of  the  govemtnent,  iti 
cast  t^  aoccetsor  aboiild  4>c  of  tender  yeara  :  his  tmrjeaty, 
iherefore^  eameatly  recommended  thia  waighnr  affair  to  the 
Adiberatkm  of  parliament ;  and  proposed,  that  when  tb« 
Imperial  crown  of  these  realms  ehoidd  descend  to  any  of 
the  late  ]prince's  soat^  being  imder  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  bis  mother,  the  princeaa  dowager  of  Waks,  should 
be  guardian  of  his  person^  and  mgent  of  these  kingdoms, 
antil  he  should  attain  the  age  of  majority,  with  such 
^vrers  and  limitations  aa  should  appear  necessary  and 
MLpedient  for  these  purposes.  This  message  produced  a 
very  aflfecnonatfe  address,  promising  to  take  the  afiiiur  into 
their  serious  consideration ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May 
the  duke  of  Newcastle  presented  to  the  house  of  peers  a 
biU  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  government,  in 
case  the  cmwn  should  defend  to  a  minor.  The  bill  was 
rebd  a  second  time,  and  committed,  when  a  ^second  mes- 
sage arrived  from  his  majesty  recommending  to  their  con* 
lideradon  the  settlement  of  such  a  cpunsel  of  regency  as 
the  bill  proposed,  consisting  of  his  roj;^  highness  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  who  at  that  time  commanded  the  army, 
tiie  arphbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord 
high  treasurer,  or  first  lord  commissioner  of  the  treasury, 
the  president  of  the  connoil,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  lord 
hi^  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  first  commissioner  of  the 
admiralty,  the  two  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  the 
tbrd  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench  ;  all  these  great 
bftcers,  except  his  royal  highness  ^e  duke,  for  the  time 
being.  This  bill  did  not  pass  through  the  lower  house 
without  violent  debate  and  bitter  sarcasms.  The  counsel 
t>f  regency,  thou^  espoused  by  all  the  ministry,  including 
the  pajrmaster  general,  met  with  fierce  opposition,  as  an 
imnecessary-and  fatal  reatrictioo,  that  would  impede  the 
inachine  of  government,  and,  ais  the  counsel  was  constituted, 
teight  be  productive  of  the  most  pernicious  consequence. 
Some  of  the  members  ventured  even  to  insinuate  the  danger 
of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a  large  standing  army  a  prince  of 
the  blood  v^ested  with  a  share  of  the  regency,  possessed  of 
great  personal  inflCience,  the  dariing  of  the  soldiery,  brave, 
popular,  M/i  enterprising :  supposed  not  wholly  devoid  of  am* 
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Ution,  and  not  at  all  remarkable  for  any  symptoitts  of  extraor- 
dinary allection  towards  the  person  of  the  heir  sq>parent« 
The  history  of  England  was  rans^kcdlbr  invidious  instances 
of  royal  uncles  and  regents,  who  had  injured  the  sovereigns, 
and  distressed  the  governmemtv  by  their  pride,  cruelty,  and 
ambition.  The  characters  of  John  IvackUtnd,  and  John  of 
Gaunt,  Humphrey  and  Ktdiard  dukm  of  Glou^g^r,'  were 
called  in  review,  canvassed,  compared,  and  quoted,  ivith 
some  odious  applications ;  but  the  majority,  being  convinced 
of  the  loyalty,  virtue,  integrity,  and  great  abilities  of  his 
royal  highness,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  obligations  of 
the  most  important  nature,  passed  the  bill  with  a  few 
amendments,  i^  which  the  lords  acquiesced  ;  and  in  a  little 
time  it  received  the  royal  sanction* 

$  LI.  The  death  of  the  prince  of  Wales  was  fatal  to  a 
bill  which  had  been  brought  iftto  the  house  ot  commonji, 
for  naturalizing,  all  foreign  protestants  ^hb  should  settle 
within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britaiiw  Political  arithmeti- 
cians have  generally  taken  it  for  granted,  that  to  every  conw 
mercial  nation  an  increase  of  people  is  an  increase  of 
opulence ;  and  this  maxim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  suppo* 
«hion  that  every  individual  is  industrious,  and  that  there  is 
a  sufficient  field  for  employment ;  but<  all  these  general 
maxims  ouglit  to  be  received  under  certain  qualifications. 
When  all  branches  of  manufacture  are  overstocked,  an  addi- 
tion of  workmen  will  doubdess  be  an  additional  inmm-^ 
brance  on  the  community*  In  the  debates  which  this  bill 
produced,  the  members  of  the  ministry,  were  divjded  among 
themselves.  The  measure  was  enforced  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttleton ;  and  ia 
opposing  it  the  earl  of  £gmot)t  was  ^  joined  by  Mr.  F,ox, 
{secretary  at  war.  Petitions  and  counter  petitions  were 
presented  by  the  merchants  of  London,  Bristol,  and  other 

*  trading  towns  of  the  kingdom*  All  merchants  ^ind  traders 
of  foreigri  extraction  exerted  themselves  vigorousl}^^  in  its 
behalf,  and  it  was  without  doubt  countemaniied  by  the 
administration ;  but  the  project  was  odious  to  the  people  in 
general.  The  lord  mayor^  aldermen^  and  •  commons  of 
London,  in  common  council  assemblc^d.  Composed  a  remon- 
strance to  the  lower  house,  setting  forth  the  danger  and 

.    inutility  of  a  general  naturalization  of  foreign  protes^ta* 
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A  pedtioii  of  llie,  merchants  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
Bristol  represented  that  such  a  law  would  be  prejudicral  to 
the  trade  and  conmerqe  of  this  kingdom,  by  preventing 
many  industrious  artificers  from  procuring  a  sufficient  sup-* 
port  for  themselves  and  their  families,  and  of  consequence 
increasing  the  rates  of  the  poor :  that  the  introduction  of 
sach  a  number  of  foVeigners,  instead  of  being  a  support  to 
the  preseiit  lu^>py  establishment,  might  endanger  the  very 
basis  of  our  constitution :  that  it  would  greatly  tend  to  the 
diminution  of  our  manufactures,  as  many  strangers  would 
doubdesa  come  and  reside  in  England  for  a  time,  in  order 
to  learn  the  methods  and  management  of  our  manufacturers 
and  artificers;  and,  after  having  obtained  this  instruction, 
return  to  their  native  countries,  where  they  would^  establish 
and  carry  on  works  of  the  same  nature*  The  twentieth 
day  of  March  being  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  it  was  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate 
death  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  other  petitions  from 
different  cities  of  the  kingdom  being  mustered  against  it  i|i 
the  sequel,  the  ministry  did  not  think  proper  to  persist  in 
any  unpopular  measure  at  such  a  delicate  conjuncture ;  so 
the  bill  was  no  more  brought  upon  the  carpet.  Divers 
other  regrulations,  relating  to  civil  policy  as  well  as  to  the 
commerce  of  Grei^t  Britain,  were  propounded  in  the  house 
of  commons ;  but  these  prQposals  proved  abortive,  either 
because  they  appeared  crude  and, indigested  in  themselves, 
or  the  house  could  not  obtaid  proper  information  touching 
the  allegations  they  contained* 

§  LI  I.  There  were  no  other  transactions  in  this  session, 
except  the  concurrence  of  both  houses  in  stigmatising  q. 
printed  paper,  entitled,  **  Constitutional  Queries,  earnestly 
"  recommended  to  the  serious  consideration  of  every  true 
"  Briton  ;^^  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  commons,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  commotions  occasioned  by  the  Westminster 
election*  The  above  mentioned  paper,  which  had  been 
conveyed  by  letter  to  ^e  majority  of  both  houses,  was 
communicated  to  the  lords  in  the  month  of  January  by  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  for  resolutions  against 
it  as  a  seditious  libel,  and  that  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
mons mighl  be  desired.  A  conference  accordingly  ensued, 
afid  both  hoiffltes  concurred  in  voting  the  paper  a  false,  m^H- 
Vol.  IIL  P 
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eions,  scanrdsdous,  infemous,  and  seditioiis  libel,  containing 
the  most  fabe,  audacious,  and  abominable  i^lumnies  aiid 
indignities  upon  his  majesty,  and  the  most  prest;maptuous 
and  wicked  insinuations  that  ourfaiws,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties, and  the  excellent  constitution  of  this  ^Eingdom  were, 
in  danger  under  his  maiesty's  legal,  mild,  and  gracious 
government,  with  intent  to  instil  groundless  suspicions  and 
jealousies  into  the  minds  of  his  majestj^'s  good  subjects, 
and  to  alienate  their  affections  from  his  majesty  and  the 
royal  family*  It  was,  therefore,  resolved  By  the  lords  spir- 
itual and  temporal  and  commons  in  pariiament  assembled; 
that,  in  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  such  abominable  and 
seditious  practices,  the  paper  should  be  burnt  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman  in  the  new  palace  yard  of  West- 
minster; ^nd  this  sentence  was  executed  according^. 
Then  they  presented  an  address  to  his  majes^,  desiring 
that  the  most  effectual  means  .might  be  taken  for  discovering 
the  author,  printer,  or  publisher,  that  he  or  they  might  be 
4>rought  to  condign  punishment.  Directions  were  given 
for  this  purpose ;  but  without  effect*  Those  concerned  in 
writing^  printing,  and  circulating  the  paper,  had  acted  with 
such  caution,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ever  discovered* 

.  %  LII{.  The  proceedings  of  the  commons  with  respect 
to  the  election  of  a  burgess  for  Westminster  .were  attended 
with  some  extraordinary  circumstances,  which  we  shall  now 
record,  for  the  edification  of  those  who  pique  themselves 
,  on  the  privileges  of  a  BritisliT  subject*  We  have  already 
obseYved,  that  a  majority  appearing,  on  the  poll  for  lord 
Trehtham,  the  adherents  of  the  other  candidate,  sir  George 
Vandeput,  demanded  a  scrutiny,  which  was  granted  by  the 
high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  the  returning  officer*  During 
this  tedious  investigation,  which  rolled  chiefly  on  the  quuli* 
fications  of  voters,  he  acted  with  such  address  and  seeming 
candour  as  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  both  parties,  till  at 
length*  he  determined  in  favour  of  lord  Trentham,  whom  he 
returned  as  duly  elected.  Those  who  styled  themselves  the 
independent  electors  did  not  acquiesce  in  this  determination 
without  clamour,  reproach,  menaces,  and  riot.  They  taxed 
Mr*  Leigh,  the  high  bailiff,  with  partiality  atid  jnjustiQe  : 
they  loudly  affirmed,  that  ministerial  itafluence  had  been 
used  in  the  mostscandalikis  manner;  ^nd,  finally,  joined 


sir  Geofge  Vamiep^t  }n  a  petHum  to  the  lower  boose,  com- 
pbumag  of  m  undue  ekciioa  and  return  of  a  member  for 
die  city  of  Westmuialer*  Tbe  commoiis»  -inttead  of  inquH> 
iqg  ioto  tbe  n^f  rtta  of  these  peiitious,  ordered  them  to  lie 
upoa  &e  t^Ue ;  ^id,  without  any  com|4aiAt  from  any  person 
whatevicr,  a  motion  was  made  that  Leigh,  the  high  bailiff, 
should  a^^lcnd  the  house  immediately,  in  order  to  make  him 
9cquaiQ«ed  with  what  he  had  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  he  bad  formeiiy  received  from  that  house,  touch*^ 
lag  the  e^iecotion  of  the  writ  for  electing  a  new  member  to 
represent  the  city  of  Westminster.  As  this  motjon  had 
leen  preconcerted,  Leigh  was  att^ding  in  the  lobby,  and 
immediately  called  into  the  house  to  be  examined  on  this 
subfecu  Kaving,  in  the  course  of  his  examination,  alleged 
that  4e  election  b^  been  protracted  by  affec^d  delays,  be 
was  asjced  by  whom,  smd  by  what  means  ;  but,  before  be 
could  answer,  the  earl  of  Egmont,  interposing,  objected  to 
&e  question  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of  tb« 
day.  A  debate  immediately  ensued,  in  which  tbe  impro-^ 
priety  of  the  question  was  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Henley, 
now  lord  keeper,  Dr.  Lee,  and  some  others,  the  most  sen- 
sible and  moderate  members  of  the  house :  but  they  were 
Qpposed  with  great  violence  by  lord  viscount  Corke,  Henry 
'  Fox,  esq.  sir  WHiiam  Young,  colonel  L3rttleton,  and  the 
weight  of  the  ministry ;  so  that  the  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day  was  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  high  bailiff 
required  to  answer  the  question.  Tbu3  interrogated,  hp 
declared  that  he  had  been  impeded  in  the  scrutiny,  ^[ud 
maki^ated,  by  Mr.  Crowle,  who  had  acted  as  counsel  for  sir 
George  Vandeput,  by  the  honourable  Alexander  Murray, 
l^rother  to  lord  £libank,  and  one  Gibson,  an  upholsterer, 
who  had  been  very  active,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his 
endeavours  to  promote  the  interest  of  sir  George  Vandeput, 
or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretensions  of  the  other  candidate, 
who  was  supposed  to  be  countenanced  by  the  ministry. 
These  three  persons,  thus  accused,  were  brought  to  the  bar 
pf  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  remonstrances 
of  several  members,  who  opposed  this  method  oi  proceed- 
ing, as  a  species  of  oppression  equally  arbitrary  and  absurd. 
They  observed,  that,  as  lio  complaint  bad  been  preferred, 
1^7  had  no  i^ight  to  take  cognizance  of  tbe  affair :  that  if 
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any  undue  influence  had  been  used,  it  would  naturally  ap- 
pear when  the  merits  of  the  election  shoidd  fall  under  their 
inquiry :  that  a  complaint  having  been  lodged  already  against 
the  returning  officer,  it  was  their  duty  to  investigate  his 
conduct,  and  punish  him,  if  iie  should  be  found  delinquent; 
but  that  nothing  could  be  more  flagrantly  unjust,  and  appa- 
rently partial,  than  their  neglecting  the  petitions  of  the 
other  candidate  and  electors,  and  encouraging  the  high 
bailiff,  who  stood  charged  with  iniquity,  to  recriminate 
upon  his  accusers,  that  they  might  be  disabled  from  giving 
evidence  on  the  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  election. 
What  difference  is  it  to  the  subject,  whether  he  is  oppressed 
by  ap  arbitrary  prince,  or  by  the  despotic  insolence  of  a 
ministerial  majority?  Mr.  Crowle  alleged,  in  his  own  vin- 
dication, that  he  had  been  employed  hs  counsel  by  the 
electors  of  Westminster,  and  attended  the  scrutiny  in  that 
character ;  that  after  the  high  bailiff  had,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  session,  received  the  order  of  the  house  to  expedite 
the  election,  he  hurried  on  the  scrutiny  with  such  precipita- 
tion as,  he  apprehended,  was  unjust,  and  prejudicial  to  his 
clients  j  that,  in  this  apprehension,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  insist- 
ed upon  the  high  bailiff's  proceeding  with  more  delibera- 
tfon,  and  in  so  doing  he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidence  being  examined  against  him, 
declared  he  had  not  only  protracted^  the  scrutiny,  but  also 
spoken  disrespectful  words  of  the  house  of  commons :  he 
was  therefore,  reprimanded  on  his  knees  by  the  speaker, 
and  discharged. 

§  LIV.  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having  utter- 
ed some  threatening  and  affrontive  expressions,  the  house 
adjourned  the  consideration  of  this  affair  for  some  days,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  Mr.  Murray  was  to  be  heard  by 
his  counsel :  but,  in  the  meah  time,  they  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  into  custody  by  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  the 
house.  This  step,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a  warm 
opposition  by  some  of  the  most  sedate  and  intelligent  ipem- 
bers  of  the  house,  who  considered  it  as  a  cruel  act  of 
oppression.  They  observed,  that  in  cases  of  breach  of 
privilege  no  person  complained  of  was  ever  taken  into  cus- 
tody, until  after  he  had  been  fully  heard  in  his  defence: 
that  this  vr2^s  literally  prejudging  the  cause  before  it  ha4 
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been  examined;  and  the  opprcMioa  was  the  greater,  as  the 
sdleged  ofieace  consisted  entirely  of  words,  of  which  no- 
<:omplaint  cr  information  had  been  made  for  above  eight 
months  aAer  the  supposed  offence  had  been  committed ; 
and,  ereA  then,  not  till  an  accusation  had  been  lodged 
against  the  informant,  upon  the  trial  of  which  accusation 
the  pe]$on8  informed  against  might  v«ry  probably  be  the 
most  material  witnesses.  They  observed,  that  in  one  of 
the  highest  offences  which  can  be  committed  by  words, 
aameiy,  that  of  denying  the  king's  right  to  the  crown,  or 
renotncing  the  Trinity,  the  information  mus^  be  brought  in 
three  or  four  days  after  the  words  are  spoken;  the  words 
must  be  proved  to  have  been  spoken  maliciously,  directly 
and  advisedly,  and  the  prosecution  must  commence  in.  three 
months  after  the  information*  These  suggestions  made  no 
more  impres^on  than  if  they  had  been  uttered  in  a  deserts- 
Those  who  wtre  secure  in  their  number  asserted  that  the 
house  of  commons  was  not  restricted  by  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceedings at  common  law ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate their  own  honour  or  dignity,  by  making  examples  of 
those  who  seemed  >o  hold  them  in  contempt.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray was  committed  tc  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
and  found  bail ;  and  G^son  was  sent  prisoner  to  Newgate, 
from  whence  he  was  in  t  few  days  released,  upon  present- 
ing an  humble  petition,  professing  his  sorrow  for  having 
incurred  the  displeasure  oi  die  house,  to  the  bar  of  which 
he  was  brought,  and  received  a  reprimand  on  his  knees 
from  the  i^peaker.  .  In  the  mem  time  divers  witnesses  be- 
ing examined  before  the  l^ouse,  declared  that  Mr.  Murray 
had  been  seen,  about  the  time  ot  the  return  of,  .a  member 
for  Westminster,  heading  and  exd.ting  a  tumult,  to  acts  of 
violence  against  the  hig|i  bailiff.  ,  The  m^gority,  therefore 
after  a  long  and  warm  debate,  agreed,  that  for  his  danger- 
ous and  seditious  practices,  in  violat^n  and  contempt  of 
the  privileges  of'  the  house,  and  of  the  freedom  of  elec-r 
tions,  he  should  be  committed  dose  prisoner  to  Newgate.  ^ 
Then,  in  the  close  of  another  violent  debate  they  resolved, 
that  he  should  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  to 
receive  that  sentence  on  his  kuees.  He  accordingly  ap- 
peared, and  being  directed  by  the  speaker  to  kneel,  refused 
to  comply.    He  (mew  that  he  could  not  be  discharged  from 
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Kewfs^te  during  tb«  seMioa,  without  petitiMiiig,  a«kMWo 
Wdging  bia  offeiu^,  and  making  aucb  concecsiiuii  as  lie 
^ughi  would  ivBkfiky  a  cosscioiiaiieat  of  g«^:  he  ooa- 
^dered  thia  whole  tranaactioo  aa  an  oj^reaaive  cgccrtion  o£ 
arbitrary  power,  and,  being  appaiatd  of  the  esteit  of  their 
authority,  determined^  bear  the  brunt  of  their  mdignV 
tioa,  rather  tlum  onake  submia«kwia  which  he  deened  be* 
neatb  the  dignitjr  of  his  charaeten  When  he  refused  tm 
bttoble  himself  the  whole  house  was  in  oommotton ;  he 
was  no  sooner  removed  from  the  bar  dun  thejr  reaslred^ 
fliat  his  having  in  a  moat  insolent  and  audacious  msnaar 
refnsed  to  be  on  bis  knees  at  the  bar  of  that  house,  ia  coo- 
secjuenoe  of  their  former  resolution,  was  a  high  and  mo^ 
dangerous  contempt  of  the  authority  and  privibge  of  the 
comadons :  it  was,  therefore,  ordered,  that  he  should  be 
committed  close  prisonee  to  Newgate,  debarrvd  the  use  of 
pen,  ink,  and  paper;  and  that  no  person  shoald  have  acccfia 
to  him  widiout  the  leave-  of  the  house.  Finally,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  what  ivethods  might  be 
proper  to  be  uken  by. them,  in  relation  to  thia  instance  of 
cootempt«  Meanwhile  the  petitiocen  against  the  return 
made  by  the  high  bailiff,  perceiving  the  temper  of  dio 
house,  and  the  eomplexicm  of  the  viajorily,  wi^drew  their 
petition ;  and  the  order  which  hacT  passed  fen*  hearing  the 
merits  of  the  election  was  dischargeitL  Mr.  Murray  being 
taken  dangeroualy  ill  in  Newgale,  appUcation  was  made  to 
the  commons,  by  some  of  hiit  relations^  that  he  might  be 
removed  to  a  more  convenient  situation;  and  his  physician^ 
being  cxammed,  gave  it  a»  his  opinion  that  he  waa  infected 
with  the  gaol .  distempeii  Upon  thb  representation  the 
house  agreed  that  the  ipeaker  should  issue  a  warrant  foir 
removing  him  from  Newgate  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms  i  but  this  favour  he  refused  to  accept,  and  eX" 
pressed  the  warmest  resentment  against  those  relations  who  . 
had  applied  to  the  commons  in  his  behalf.  Thus  he  re- 
mained sequestered  even  from  his  own  brodier  and  sialer,  ^n• 
der  the  displeasure  of  the  commons  of  England,  who  C0Ade>-> 
acended  so  far  as  to  make  resolutiona  to<iching  the  phya}* 
ciany  apothecary,  and  nunse  who  attended  this  prisoner. 
But  the' prorogation  of  parliameJai.  having  put  an  end  to 
^eir  authority  for  that  session,  ^r»  Munray  w^  dUcbarged 
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of  course,  and  conducted  by  the  sheriffs  from  Newgate  to 
his  own   house,  in  procession,  with  flags  and   streamers  - 
exhibiting  die  emblems  of  liberty. 

$  LV^  In  the  montH  <>f  JiJlAt  the  session  was  close*d 
with  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  majesty  thanl^- 
ed  both  houses  for  the  zeal  and  affection  they  had  mani- 
fested towards  him  and  Hi6  governnlent ;  and  congratulated 
the  commons  in  particular,  upon  their  firmness  and  pru* 
dence  in  reducing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  a  mea- 
sure as  agreeable  to  hhfti  a^  essential  to  the  strength  and 
wdfare  of  the  kingdom.'^^The  intcrlbr  economy  of  Great 
Britain  prodiked  within  tH^  circle  of  this  year^  nothing 
Use  wotthy  of  hiAto^ical  regard,  except  a  series  of  eikor- 
iMOu^  criilies,  ariftii^  from  t)to  profligacy'  of  incEridnals, 
which  reflected  disgrafce  upon  the  morak  alad  the  p<^y  of 
ike  nadoo.  Ra^ne  ind  robbery  bad  dotiinecred  without 
iiltentoission  eVer  since  the  tettinl  of  peace  wbkb  was 
afteaded  with  a  reducCidn  of  ihci  army  aiid  navy ;  but  now 
^irrmes  6f  ^  deeper  dye  aeemed  to  lift  «p  their  heads,  in 
'  contempt  of  fet#  litnd  bmnanity.^  Every  day  almost  pro- 
ddced  fresh  instances  of  peijury,  fbrgeiy,  fraud,  and  cir- 
comvehtion ;  and  the  kin^om  exhibited  k  most  amazing 
jtfmble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour  and  iafaitny,  compasiion 
and  obdufacy,  sentinieilt  and  brutality. 


b  One  of  Uie  MMt  roiMHEAUe  S0U  which  pMsed  in  Um  eoaiwt  of  t^ 
son,  was  that  for  reg;aUdn8;  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  correcting  the 
telendar,  acoor£ag  to  the  GrMorlin  cdrnpatation^  vhich  had  been  adopted  hjr  ^l 
other  natioDS  in  Europe.  By  tkh  mv  hiw  it  was  decreed  that  the  nev  3rear 
ihoul^  begin  en  die  first  dkf  of  January,  and  that  eleven  hitermediate  nominal 
days  bethreio  the  seeond  and  fonrtetnth  deya  of  September*  17552,  should  foi^  that 
time  he  omitted*  so,  that  the  day  succeeding;  the  second  should  bei  denominated 
die  iMirteentti  of  that  month.  By  dik  «atablbhiu^t  of  the  new  sttte,  the  equi- 
Aoxeaapd  solsticei  will  happen  nearly  on  the  same  nominal  days  on  which  they 
fell  in  Om  year  325,  at  the  c6nncil  of  Niee ;  and  the  correspondence  between  the 
BnglUh  merebants  and  those  of  foreign  eouo^ries,  wiB  Ik  graatly  fiMjilitated,  with 
respect  to  the  dates  of  letters  and  accounts. 

e  An  indulgent  parent  was  poisoned  by  his  oi^y  daughter,  on  whom,  bc- 
ttdd  other  markl  of,tendeme»  and  paternal  affection,  he  had  bestowed  a  liberal 
education,  which  greatlY  asgravated  ncr  guilt  and  ingi^thude.  Another  yuung 
woB^an  was  tionoemed  Mi  Ute  assassinatiaii  of  her  own  ulnle,  who  had  been  her 
sOBstant  henefaetor  and  sole  guardian.  A  poor  old  woman,  having  from  the  igno- 
ftnse  and  sdpefAttioU  of  her  neighbours,  ineui*re<!  the  suspicion  of  sorcery  and 
witeheraflf  was  mui>dered  in  Hertfordshire  by  Che  populace,  with  all  the  wanton- 
nesa  of  barbarity.  Rape  and  murder  were  perpetrated  upon  .an  unfortunate 
wdroan  in  the  nelghbourbood  of  London,  and  an  innocent  man  suffered  death  for 
this  eOQiplicated  outrase,  while  the  real  criminals  assisted  at  hif  execution,  ^^^ 
him  appeal  to  heaviin  f«9r  his  innocence,  and  In  the  charaetcr  Of  friends,  embraced 
toi^  tirbidlie  tCQod  ra  ^  bin)|[  of  etemitj. 
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$^  I.  Death  of  the  ^een  of  Denmark  and  Prince  of 
Orange*  $  II.  Misunderstanding  between  the  Czarina 
and  King  of  Prussia.  $  III.  Measures  for  ekcting  a 
King  of  the  Romans.  §  IV.  Death  of  tht  King  bf 
Sweden.  %  V.  Session  opened.  Animosity  of  the  Com^ 
mons  towards  Mr.  Murray.  $  VI.  Proceedings  upon 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  the  case  of  Mr.  Murray.  $  VII. 
Supplies  granted.  $  VIII.  Civil  regulations.  $  IX* 
Law  relating  to  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland*  §  X. 
New  consolidations  of  funds.  $  XI.  Thvo  ports  opened 
for  the  importation  of  Irish  wool.  §  XII.  The  King 
sets  out  for  Hanover.  ^  XIII.  Affairs  of  the  conti-^ 
nent.  §  XIV.  Dispute  betxveen  Hanover  and  PrussiOy 
concerning  East  Friezekmd.  §  XV.  Misunderstanding 
between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Berlin.  §  XVI.  /m- 
provement  of  Pomerania.  §  XVII.  Treaty  with  the 
Elector  Palatine.  §  XVIII.  Session  opened.  $.XIX. 
Supplies  granted.  $  XX.  Game  act.  §  XXI.  Act  for 
performing  quarantine.  §  XXII.  And  for  preventing 
the  plundering  of  shipwrecked  vessels.  §  XXIIl.  Bill 
relating  to  the  bounty  on  corn  exported.  $  XXIV. 
Turkey  trade  laid  open.  §  XXV.  Naturalization  of  the 
'  Jews.  §  XXVI.  Marriage  act.  $  XXVII.  Delibe^ 
rations  concerning  the  sugar  colonies.  §  XXVIII.  Fate 
of  the  register  bill.  §  XXIX.  Sir  Hans  Sloane^s  Mu- 
^  seum,  purchased  by  Parliament*  $  XXX.  Story  of  Eli- 
zabeth Canning.  §  XXXI.  Execution  of  Dr.  Cameron. 
§  XXXII.  Tumults  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
§  XXXIII.  Disturbances  in  France.  §  XXXIV.  Pro- 
ceedings  of  the  diet  relative  to  East  Friezeland.  §  XXXV. 
Treaty  between  the  Court  of  Vienna  and  the  Duke  ef 
Marlborough.     §  XXXVI.  Conferences  with  respect  /» 


Nova  Scotia  broke  up.  $  XXXVIL  Description  of 
Nova  Scotia.  $  XXXVII L  Disputes  concerning  its 
limits. 

$  I.  THE  royal  family  of  England  had  sustained 
three  severe  shocks  in  the  compass  of  a  few  months.  Be* 
sides  the  loss  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  which  Uie  nation . 
lamented  as  irreparable,  his  majesty  was  deeply  afflicted  by 
'the  untimely  death  of  his  youngest  daughter,  the  queen  of 
Denmark,  who  die4  at  Copenhagen,  on  the  nineteendi  day 
of  December,  in  the  prime  of  youth*  She  was  one  of  the 
most  amiable  princesses  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived, 
whether  we  consider  the  virtues  of  her  heart,  or  the  accom* 
pUshments  of  her  person;  generous,  mild,  and  tender- 
hearted ;  beloved  even  almost  to  adoration  by  her  royal 
consort,  to  whom  she  had  borne  a  prince  .and  two  prhice*-» 
ses ;  and  universally  admired  and  revered  by  the  subjects 
of  his  Danish  majesty.  Her  death  had  been  preceded 
about  two  months  by  that  of  her  brother-in^^law,  the  princ4 
of  Orange,  no  less  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the  United 
Provinces,  for .  his  candour,  integrity,  and  hereditary  love 
to  his  country.  Though  he  had  not  distinguished  himself 
by  the  lustre  of  a  superior  genius,  he  had  been  at  gveat 
pains  to  cultivate  his  understanding,  and  study  the  true 
interest  of  that  community  of  which  she  was  a  member. 
He  had  always' appnyved  himself  a  good  and  .zealous  citi* 
2en,  and  since  his  elevation  to  the  stadtholdership,  taken 
many  salutary  steps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Among  other  excellent  schemes  which  he  suggested  he 
lef(  a  noble  plan  with  the  states  general  for  restoring  their 
.  cetamerce  to  iu  former  histre,  and  lived  long  enough  t(t 
Beceive  their  warmest  acknowledgntients  for  this  last  proof 
of  his  p^K^nce  and  patriotism.  His  son  and  daughter 
being  both  infants,  the  administration  of  the  g'ovemment 
devolved  upon  the  princess,  as  govemante  during  her 
son's  minority;  and  as' such  she  succeeded  to  all  the  poweif 
which  her  husband  had  enjoyed. 

§  II.  With  respect  to  the  affiurs  of  the  continent,  the 
peace  of  the  north  seemed  still  a^  precarious  as  ever ;  for 
though  the  difference  between  Russia  and  Sweden  had  been 
compromised,  the  mutual  disgqst  betweao  the  cftarina  and 
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the  kitog  of  Prussia  had  gained  sQch  stecension  tcom  reci^ 
ptocal  insults^  ill  offices,  and  inflammatory  declarations, 
that  those  two  powers  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  rap- 
ture, and  each  was  employed  in  making  extraordinary  pre- 
paratioas  for  war.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great 
Britain,  foreseeing  that  such  a  rupture  would  embroil  the 
^vipire,  and  raise  insurmountable  obstructions  to  their 
fatourite  scheme  of  electing  the  archduke  Joseph  king  of 
Hie  Romans,  resolved  to  employ  all  their  influence,  in  order* 
to  effect  a  reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Petersburgh 
and  Berlin.  His  Prussian  majesty  had  signified  to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  states  general,  the  situation 
in  which  he  stood  with  the  czarina,  and  solicited  their 
interposition,  that  the  difi'erence  might  be  amicably  accom- 
inodated*  At  the  same  time  he  sent  an  envoy  extraordi- 
lUiry  to  Versailles,  to  negotiate  with  the  French  king  for  a 
very  considerable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  case  he  should  be 
attacked.  These  circumstances  induced  the  maritime  pow- 
ers, and  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  use  their  utmost  endea- 
vours for  the  prevention  of  a  rupture ;  and  accordingly 
they  made  remonstrances  on  this  subject  by  their  ministers 
at  Petersburgh,  proposing  that  the  quarrel  should  be  ter- 
minated without  bloodshed,  and  all  cause  of  animosity  bef 
buried  in  oblivion. 

$  III.  In  the  mean  time,  they  eagerly  prosecuted  the 
design  of  th^  election;  and  the  Imperial  ministel:  at  Ber-. 
tin  not  only  communicated  to  his  Prussian  majesty  the 
sentiments  of  the  king  of  England  on  this  expedient,  but ' 
fVen  solicited  his  vote  for  the  archduke  Joseph,  when  the 
election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans  should  be  proposed  in  tih« 
electoral  college.  To  this  proposal  he  replied,  that  he  wa» 
esHremely  well  disposed  to  n^anifest  his  regard  for  theit 
Imperial  majesties,  and  to  give  the  most  genciine  proofs  of 
it,  even  in  the  proposed  election  of  a  king  of  the  Rotmna; 
considering  the  great  merit  of  the  present  candidate,  th* 
s^rchduke  Joseph;  but  he  left  it  to  the  consideration  o£ 
their  Imperial  majesties,  whether  the  election  would  not  be 
a"littlc  premature,  if  transacted  at  a  tij»e  wheti  his  Imperial 
Hwgesty  was  in  the  flower  6f  his  age  ;  enjoying  perfect 
health  j  and  when  all  Europe,  particularly  the  empire,  was 
llttehed  in  the  bosom  of  tranquillity,  s6  that  no  circumstance 
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teemed  to  prog^o&ticate  the  necessity  of  such  an  election  ;• 
or  of  putting  in  execution  the  motives  mentioned  in  the 
capitubtio0  of  the  reigning  emperor's  election  ;  especially 
.as  the  examination  of  these  motives  belunged  to  the  whole 
empire,  and  ought  to  precede  the  election,  by  virtue  of  tl% 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia.  He  ohsecyed, 
that,  in  case  of  the  emperor's  death,  Germany  would  find 
herself  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation,  under  the  govern- 
ment  of  a  minor.  For  these  reasons,  he  said,  he  co.uki 
not  help  advising  their  Imperial  majesties  to  wait  until  th^ 
archduke  should  be  of  age,  ^en  his  election  might ,  be 
carried  on  more  conformably  to  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  the  empire,  and  .more  suitable  to  the  majesty  of  the^ 
whole  Germanic  body.  This  reply  he  circulated  among  the 
electors,  and  in  particular  transmitted  it  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  desiring  they  would  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  subject,  and  confer  together  iij  a  body,  as  well  as  in 
private,  that  they  might  proceed  according  to  the  ancient 
cu^om  of  the  electoral  college,  and  take  such  measures  as 
should  be  judged  expedient  for  the  honour  and  advanta^ 
of  the  community.  This  circular  letter  was  answered  b^tk 
by  the  king  of  England  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who 
demonstrated,  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  electoral  c<ri- 
iege  only,  without  any  participation  of  the  other  princes  of 
the  empire,  to  elect  a  king  of  the  Romans  during  the  life  of 
the  emperor,  in  order  to  maintain  the  peace  and  preserve 
the  liberties  of  Germany ;  and  that  the  neglect  of  this  wise 
precaution  hath  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  fatal  cQn-« 
sequences  to  the  empire.  They  observed,  that  nothing 
*  could  more  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  the  public 
^nquiOity  than  this  measure,  so.  ardently  desired  by  the 
majori^  of  the  German  prinoea;  and  that,*  although  the 
archdfldee  Joseph  wanted  a  few  years  of  being  of  age,  and 
it  mi^t.jpossibly  btppen  that  the  reigning -emperor  should 
die  dtmng^^Uiat^  prince's  miaQrity,  yet  it  would  be  much 
less  prejudicial  to  the  entpire  to  have  a  minor  chief,  than 
to  see  rile  si|tte»sion  altogether  unsettled.  His  Prussian 
ms^tyrecej^red  a  declacation  to  the  same  purpose  from 
the  elector  of  Mentz;  and  understanding  ^at  this  prince, 
as  archchancellor  of  the  empire  intended  to  convoke  an 
electoral  diet,  m  order  to  propose  the  election  of  a  king 


%fH  mSTORT  OF  £KGLANIX  1T$U 

of  the  Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  letter  to  his  electoral 
highness,  explaining  at  more  length,  hb  reasons  for  post* 
poning  the  election.  He  quoted  that  sentence  of  the  treaty 
of  Westphalia  which  expressly  declares,  that  the  election 
f^  a  king  of  the  Romans  shall  be  discussed  and  ordained 
by  Uie  common  consent  of  the  states  of  the  empire  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  could  not  conceive  what  right  the  electoral 
college  had  to  arrogate  this  principle  to  themselves,  exclu- 
ding the  other  states  of  the  empire.  He  obserx^ed,  that  the 
Imperial  capitulations,  which  were  the  only  laws  of  the 
empire  that  treated  of  this,  subject,  mentioned  only  three 
cases  in  which  it  was  lawful  to  proceed  to  such  an  election  z 
namely,  the  emperor's  leaving,  and  long  absence  ftx)m,  Ger- 
many ;  his  advanced  age,  or  an  indisposition,  rendering 
htm  incapable  of  managing  die  reins  of  government ;  and 
any  case  of  emergency  in  which  the  preservation  of  the 
empire's  prosperity  is  interested.  He  affirmed,  that  none  of 
riicse  motives  at  present  existed  :  that,  in  case  the  Imperial 
crown  should  devolve  to  a  minor,  many  mischiefs  and 
disorders  must  ensue,  as  the  constitutions  of  the  empire 
have  established  no  regulations  nor  regency  in  that  event : 
that  an  election  of  this  nature,  carried  on  under  the  power, 
kvfluence,  and  authority  of  the  head  of  the  empire,  would 
strike  at  the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  princes  and 
states  ;  consequently,  in  time  overturn  the  constitution  of 
the  empire,  which,  from  being  an  elective  dignity,  confer- 
red by  the  free  and  independent  suffrages  of  the  electoral 
college  and  states  of  Germany,  under  certain  capitulations., 
obligang  the  prince  thus  chosen  to  govern  according  to  law, 
wt>uld  become  an  hereditary  succession,  perpetuated^  in  one 
family,  which,  of  course,  must  be  aggrandized  to  the  pre* 
judice  of  its  coestates^  and  the  ruin  of  the  Germanic  liben- 
ties.  In  a  -word)  all  Germany  in  general,  and  Ratishbn  m 
particular,  was  filled  with  writings  published  on  both  sides  : 
by  the  emperor  and  his  adherents,,  to  demonstrate  that  the 
election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans,  during  the  life  of  ttm 
emperor,  had  often  happened,  and  at  this^iresent  time  was 
necessary,  and  would  be  advantagesous  to. the  empire: 
while  the  king  of  Prussia  ahd  his  friends  laboured  to  prove 
that  such  an  election,  at  the  present  juncture,  would  be  tU 
timed^  irregukLr,  and  of  dangerous  consequence.     Periiaps^ 


If  51;  CBORGBtt  JJI5 

if  llie  truth  was  known,  thh  enterprising  pribce  had  pro- 
jected some  great  scheme,  with  the  execution  of  which  this 
proposed  establishment  would  have  interfered.  Certain  it 
is,  he  exerted  hin^elf  with  that  spirit  and  perseverance 
which  were  peculiar  to  his  character  to  frustrate  the  inten* 
tion  of  die  courts  of  Vienna  and  London  in  this  particular, 
and  was  assisted  with  all  the  intrigue  of  the  fVench  '  min* 
istry.  Their  joint  endeavours  were  so  effectual,  that  the 
elector  of  Cologn  renounced  his  subsidiary  treaty  with  the 
Biaritime  powers,  and  once  more  threw  himself  into  the 
^rms  of  France.  The  elector  palatine  being  solicited  by 
the  empi^s8  queen  and  his  Britannic  majesty  to  cooperate 
with  tliueir  views,  insisted  as  a.  preliminary  article,  u^on 
being  indemnified  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the  ravages 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Austrian  troops,  during 
the  course  of  the  last  war  :  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of 
Saxony,  made  the  sa:ne  demand  of  the  like  indemnification, 
which  was  granted  by  the  mediation  of  king  George  ;  and 
dien  he  subscribed  to  a  subsidy  treaty,  obliging  himself  to 
furnish  a  body  of  six  thousand  auxiliaries,  in  case  they 
should  be  required  by  the  maritime  powers;  and  to  act  as 
elector,  in  concert  with  the  house  of  Austria,  in  every 
tiling  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  countr}'  that  should 
square  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire.  The 
courts  of  London  and  Vienna  had  this  election  so 
much  at  heart,  that  they  sounded  almost  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  to  know  how  they  stood  affected  towards  the 
measure  proposed.  The  king  of  Spain  declined  inter- 
meddfing  in  a  domestic  aSiair  of  the  empire.  The  French 
king  rctunied  an  ambigious  answer;  from  whence  it  was 
condoded,  that  aotiiing  but  opposition  could  be  expected 
from  that  quarter^  The  Swedish  monarch  was  rendered 
pi^ittous  to  die  project,  by  assurances  that  the  house  of 
Hesse  Caasel,  of  which  he  was  the  head,  should  be  elevated 
into  an  electorate.  They  even  endeavoured  to  soften  his 
Prussian  majesty,  by  consenting,  at  last,  that  the  treaty  of 
Dresden,  ccmfirming  to*  him  the  possession  of  Silesia, 
shoidd  beguaranteed  by  tht  diet  of  the  empire  ;  a  sanction 
which  he  now  actuatUy  obtained,  together  with  the  ratifica- 
tion tX  bis  Imperial  majesty*  Notwithstanding  this  induU 
S^ence,  he  sliU  persisted  in  raising  fresh  objections  to  the 
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favourite  project  on  pretence  of  concerting  measures  for 
preventing  the  inconveniences  that  might  result  from  a 
Ainority  ;  for  regulating  the'capitutattons  to  be  agreed  on 
with  the  king  of  the  Romans ;  securiog  the  freedom  of 
future  elections,  and  preserving  the  prerogatives  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Germanic  body  in  all  its  members.  In  conse* 
quence  of  these  obstacles,  joined  to  the  apostacy  of  the 
elector  of  Cologn,  the  obstinacy  of  the  elector  palatine, 
and  the  approaching  diet  of  Hungary,  at  which  their 
Imperial  majesties  were  obliged  personally  to  preside,  the 
measures  for  the  election  were  suspended  till  next  sum- 
mer, when  his  Britannic  majesty  was  expected  at  Hanover, 
to^fut  the  finishing  stroke  to  tbis  great  event  in  favour  of 
the  house  of  Austria.    . 

§  IV-  Another  disappointment,  with  respect  to  this 
election,  the  promoters  of  it  sustained  in  the  death  of  his 
Swedish  majesty,  who  expired  in  a  good  old  age,  and  waa^ 
succeeded  by  Adolphus  Frederick,  duke  of  Holstein  Eutin, 
bishop  of  Lubeck,  upon  whom  the  succession  had  been  set- 
tled for  some  yeirs,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
states  of  the  kingdom.  This  prince  ascended  the  throne  of 
Sweden  without  the  least  disturbance;  and,  of  his  own 
accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  senate,  that  he  would  never 
attempt  to  introduce  a  despotic  authority;  but  maintain 
their  liberties  with  his  blood,  and  govern  his  subjects  in  all 
respects  according  to  the  laws,  and  the  form  of  govern- 
ment established  in  Sweden.  This  public  act,  which  was. 
communicated  to  all  the  foreign  ministers,  and  particulairly 
to  the  envoy  from  Petersburgh,  met  with  such  a  favourable 
reception  from  the  czarina,  that  she  expressed  her  satisfac- 
tion in  a  public  declaration ;  and  the  good  understanaing^ 
between  the  two  courts  was  perfectly  restored. 

$  V.  When  the  parliament  of  England  was  opened;  in 
the  month  of  November,  the  king,  in  his  speech  from  the 
throne,  gave  them  to '  understand,  that  for  the  same  purposes 
which  suggested  the  treaty  wifli  the  elector  of  BaVaria, 
he  had  now,  in  conjunction,  witb  the  states  general  conclu- 
ded another  with  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony. 
He  told  them,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  had  made  no  alteration  in  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Holland;  and  that  he  had  rec^ved  the  strongest  assuran- 


mi.  CTOBGBit  lay. 

(^^eom  the  states^  of  tbeii:  firm  reeolutioa  to  maintain  the 
iadmate  union  and  friendship  happily  subsisting  between 
his  majesty  and  those  ancient  and  natural  allies  of  his  crown* 
He  exhorted  both  houses  to  consider  seriously  of  some 
eflfectual  provisions,  to  suppress  those  audacious  crimes  of 
robbery  and  violence,  grown  so  frec^aent  about  the  capitid^ 
proceeding  in  a  greal^  measure  from  that  profligate  spirit  of 
irreligioQ,  idleness,  gaming,  and  extravagance,  which  had 
of  late  extended  itself  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to  the  dis- 
honour of  the  nation,  and  the  great  offence  and  prejudice  of 
the  sober,  and  Industrious  part  of  the  people.     The  para- 
graphs of  this  speech  were^  as  usual,  echoed  back  to. the 
throne  in  addresses,  replete  with  expressions  of  loyalty, 
affection,  and  approbation*     Opposition  was  by  this  time 
almost  extinguished :  and  the  proceedings  of  both  houses 
took  place  with  such  unanimity  as  was  hardly  ever  known 
before  this  period  in  a  Britbh  pailiament.     l^e  commons, 
however,  seem  to  have  assembled  with  such  sentiments  as 
did  no  great  honour  to  their  temper  and  magnanimity*     In 
a  few  days  after  the  session  opened,  lord  viscount  C         e, 
a  young  nobleman^  whose  character  entided  him  to  very 
little  regard  or  influence  among  men  of  sense  and  probity^ 
made  a  motion,  that  Mr,  Murray,  who  had  been  so  severely 
persecuted  in  the  last  sesstcm  fpr  refusing  to  humble  him- 
self on  his  knees  before  them,  should  be  again  committed 
cbse  prisoner  to  Newgate  for  the  same  offence*     This  pro- 
posal, which  supposed  a  pofwer  that  the  commons  had  never 
heftsre  exercised^    was   sharply  .disputed  by   the   earl   of 
<Cgmont,  and  others,  who  had  not  resigned  all  sense   of 
moderation;  but  the  majority  adopted  the  measure   with 
great  eagerness,  and  the  speaker  was  ordered  to  issue  his 
warrant  accotdingly.     T)ien  the  house  resolved,  that  the 
saki  Alexander  Murray  should  receive  the  sentence,   for 
his  now  be>i%  committed  close  prisoner  to  his  majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  upon  his  knees  ; 
add  the  sergeant  at  arms  was  commanded  to  take  him  into 
custody  for  this  purpose*     Their  indignation,  however,  was 
eluded  by  the  caution  of  the  delinquent,  who,  having  fore- 
seen the  effects  of  their  resentment,  had  prudently  retired 
to  another   country.     They   determined,  nevertheless,  to 
proceed  against  him  as  a  person  of  some  consequence   in 
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the  common  wenltb ;  fer^bei^iiyfermed  of  lii%relra»t,  Hmy 
condescended  &o  far  as  to  present  an  address  to  bis  m^-^ 
ty,  desiring  that  his  rojnd  proctemation  might  be  issued  for 
apprehending  the  said  Mr»  Murray, -promtstng  a  reward  to 
him  who  should  have  the  good  fortufie  to  apprehend  th^ 
fugitive-*-a  request  with  which  his  majesty  most  graciously 
complied. 

§  VI*  Nor  was  this  the  only,  midress  pres^ited  to  the 
king  upon  such  an  important  subject*  A  pam^ikt^  enti* 
tied,  "  The  Case  of  the  Hon.  Alejuinder  Murrayv  esquire, 
in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Bi'itaiQ,"  was  first 
stigmatised  in  a  complaint  to  the  house,  and  was  a£tert 
wards  produced,  and  read  at -the  .table*  The  piece  was 
written  with  great  acrimony,  and  abounded  with  severe 
animadversions,  not  only  upon  the  conduct  of  the  returning 
officer,  but  also  on  the  proceedings  of  the  commons*  The 
violent  members  immediatalyv  took  fire,  and  the  flame  ex- 
tended  itself  to  the  majority.  Nay  the  house  uaanimously 
resolved,  that  the  pamphlet  was  an  impudent,  malicious, 
scandalous,  and  seditious  libel,  falsely  and  most  injuriously 
reflecting  upon,  and  aspersing  the  proceedings  of  the  house, 
tending  to  create  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  to  the  great  dishonour  of*  the  said  house,  and  in 
violation  of  the  privileges  thereof*  They  furthermore 
presented  an  address  to  the  Iting,  desiring  his  majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  to  his  attor* 
ney  general  to  prosecute  the  autlKirs  or  author,  the  printers 
or  printer,  and  the  publishers  or  publisher  of  the  said  scan^ 
dalous  libel,  that  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punish* 
ment.  Directions  were  accordingly  given  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  prosecution  commenced  against  the  publisher,  who 
had  some  reason  to  be  dismayed,  considering  the  grei^ 
weight  of  influence  he  was  doomed  to  enGOiinter-'i"4nflueiioe 
arising  from  a  prosecution  of  the  crown  i^tkuted  at  the 
request,  and  founded  on  a  voCe^  of  the  houie  of  coimnons* 
Nevertheless,  when  the  cause  was  heard  before  the  lord 
chief  justice  of  England,  a  jury  of  free  bom  £ngli^me% 
citizens  of  London,  asserted  their  privileges  of  judging  the 
law  as  well  as  the  fact,  and  acquitted  the  defendant  with  a 
truly  .admirable  spirit  of  independency*  They  considered 
the  pamphlet  as  an  appeal  against  oppression ;  and,  conr 
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yinced  diat  tl^e  conlenta  were  true,  they  could  not  in  con- 
science adjudge  it  a  false  libel,  even  though  it  had  been  80> 
declared  by  one  of  the  brandiea  of  the  legislature. 

$  VII.  The  commons,  in  regulating  the  supplies  of 
the  ensiung  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eighteen  thou- 
saad  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men  for  the  land  ser- 
vice, though  not  without  some  opposition  from  xertain 
patriots,  who,  rather  from  a  sense  of  duty  than  from  any 
hope  of  influencing  the  majority,  affirmed  diat  sixteen  thou- 
sand men  in  time  of  peace  would  answer  all  the  ends  pro- 
posed by  a  standing  army.  The  number  of  seamen  was* 
fixed  at  ten  thousand :  large  sums  were  granted  to  make  up 
deficiencies,  and  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  prown  with 
die  electors  of  the  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as  well  as  for  the 
mmntenance  bf  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia,  and  the  castles 
en  the  coast  of  Guinea ;  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds,  three  shillings,  gn4 
three-'pence  were  voted)  as  a  full  compensation,  to  the  okl 
royal  African  company  for  their  exclusive  charter  and  pro- 
perty, to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  their  creditors.** 

^  VIII.  The  laws  enacted  for  the  encouragement  of 
traffic  and  the  regulations  of  civil  polity,  consisted  in  an  act 
fer  licoising  pawnbrokers^  and  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
venting the  receiving  of  stolen  goods :  another  for  preventr 
ing  thefts  and  robberies,  by  which  places  of  entertainment, 
dsmcing,  and  ouisic  in  LqndcMi,  Westminster,  and  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  capital*  were  sii^ressed  and  prohibited, 
unless  the  proprietors  of  them  could  obtsun  licenses  from  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  empowered  for  that  purpose :  a  thirds 
lor  .annexing  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland  unalienably  in 
the  crown,  after  having  made  satisfaction  to  the  lawful  ere* 
distort;  establishing  a  method  of  leasing  these  estates,  and 
applying  the  rents  and  profits  of  them  for  the  better  tivrl- 
izing  and  improving  the  Highlands,  and  preventing  future 

d  These  expenses  wexsi  ^^^^  ^7  »  contintiRtion  of  the  dutfes  on  malt,  he. 
a  Uatd  tax  nf.  three  shilling  in  the  pound^;  a  duty  on  licenses,  to  be  yearly  paid  hy" 
pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  second  hand  goods,  within  the  bills  of  mortality ;  the 
som  of  one  million  four  liundred  thouMuid  pounds  advanced  by  the  bank,  accord- 
ing to  a  proposal  made  for  tl^at  p^pose ;  fiye  hundred  thousaiid  pounds  to  be 
issued  by  the  sinking  tund  ;  a  du^y  laid  on  gum  senec;a ;  and  the  continuation  of 
dirert  omer  occasional  impodtioi^a.  The  grants  for  the  year  amount^  to-some<- 
thing  less  than  four  millions,  and  the  provisions  made  for  this  expense  exceeded  it 
in  die  sum  of  two  Uuhdred  seventy-oae  tfaoosand  twenty-four  pounds,  ten  shiUfogS) 
and  ox-pence  halfpenny. 
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Morders  iti  thtt  pan  bf  tiie  uipted  Uiigdom.*  K^ikmg 
could  be  more  salutary  than  the  pmposes  of  these  i«gaka- 
tions.  The  suburbs  of  the  ttietft^Kilis  aboimded  wkh  ia 
kicredible  number  of  public  houses,  which  conthmally  re^ 
sounded  with  the  noise  of  riot  ami  intempenmce :  they 
were  the  haunts  of  idlendss,  ftmud,  and  rapine ;  and  die 
seminaries  of  drunkenness,  debaucberf,  extravaganee,^  and 
every  vice  incident  to  human  nature :  yet  the  suppi^sasimi 
of  these  receptades  of  ki&my  was  attended  with  an  faioott- 
venience,  which,  in  some  cases,  arose  even  to  a  degree-  of 
oppression.  The  justkes  being  vested  by  the  kpslaturei 
irtth  the  power  of  granting  or  refusing  lieeiues,  were  con^ 
Stituted,  in  effect,  the  arbiters  On  whose  decision  ^it 
fortunes  smd  livelihood  of  many  individuals  absolutely 
depended*  Many  of  those  who  exercised  this  specie's  oi 
l^agistrac}^  within  the  bills  of  mortality  were,  to  the 
reproach  of  government,  men  of  profligate  lives,  needy, 
teean,  ignorant,  and  rapacious,  and  often  acted  fix>m  she 
fi^st  scandalous  principles  of  selfi^  avarice. 

$  tX.  The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of  Scolfawd 
was  w^  ealcuteed  for  promoting,  among  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  such  a  spirit  of  industry  as  might  deuefa  tiiem 
from  their  dangerous  colinexionfl,  and  graduaUy  euperseiie 
that  military  genius  whidi  had  been  so  productive  oif  danger 
and  alarm  to  the  southern  parts  of  Great  Britain.  The  Itingv 
by  this  act,  Was  empowered  tO/  appoint  commissioners  f&t 
managing  the  forfeit  estates  I  who  w^re  enabled  to  jgraot 
fease^  of  smeU  farms,  not  abdv«  twenty  pounds  a  ytm-j  tm 
iifdividuieds,  who  should  take  an  oath  to  government  so 
Ireside  upon  and  cultivate  ^e  lands  thus  let.  It  was  -idso 
provided,  that  no  lease  should  be  granted  for  a  loiiger  terni 
^ssi  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  the  lessees  shovdd  notfsay 
above  three-fouilhs  of  the  annual  value.  Although  these 
forfefked  estates  were  generaHy  e«ictimbered  with  daitatt 
beyond  their  real  value,  and,  the  act  directed  that  they 
should  be  disposed  of  by  paUic  sale ;  yet,  as  they  lay  in 
the  mo^t  disaflected  parts  of  the  HighbuMls,  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  the^  should  temain  in  the  possession  of  the 
crown,  because,  in  tase  e€  their  being  publicly  scdd,  they 
miffht  be  purchase  in  trust  for  ^  famUies  pf  the  persons 


kr  whom  tbey  wm  tori^M^  md  ^119  ^  qmi  of  4i«i^ 
foctioo  wouW  «^  «iir?Jk«*  A  v^lmnicmt  tbfrefi>re,  wnt 
'  Mftdt  b)r  tb«  <xNMt  of  fiiaiQii  in  ScotlMdk  ^^  <^9  jps^t  suit 
of  ibe  crovQ  aod  th«  crodilor^  1  s^  th«  viUw  being  ascen- 
Ohicd,  the  ji>8»  nlfti«iw»  ver«  imd  <ml  of  lb?  ne^  aid^i 
S^tcd  by  purttamwt.  Xh*  bill  met  viA  ^^a^ldenMt 
nfftm^im  In  the  houee  of  pwn  from  th^  duke  of  Bedfoi4 
nA  the  eeil  of  Bath,  whp  pfobabl3r  fbi^iaw  th^t  the  good 
fikm  of  tbie  •«hfme,  10  laudable  m  itself,  would  be  ftui# 
tnted.ki  the  aewtioo :  and  that  the  a^t,  iii^ad  pf  answer^ 
sag  the  purpf^jwi  far  which  it  was  im^oded,  would  serve 
99ly  as  a  jab  to  gratify  the  rapaoicHis  retainers  to  the 
gp?^<Qment,  and  ibair  emiHariea,  in  that  wwatxy.  After 
a  warm  debate*  howover,  it  waa  adpi^d  by  a  great  taiajority, 
Mdobtsuned  ^e  royal  aaaent* 

^  X«  A  third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the  na^ 
tio&al  debt,  which  was  now  ^^onverted  into  several  joint 
sleds  of  aannitieSf  transfeirable  at  the  bank  of  England^tQ  ^ 
be  charged  -on  tfia  sinking  fund*  A  great  number  of  differ* 
cat  fonda  fier  annnitie99  established  at  different  thaes,  and 
by  dtfferent  aata,  svbiist^d  at  this  period,  so  that  it  was 
afc«8sary  to  ke^p  many  di&r<nt  accounts,  which  could  not 
be  legohMed  without  eonsidf rable  double  and  ej^pense,  for 
tlie  renioval  of  which  the  bill  ^9b  calcnlat<;d. 

$  XI.  In  eonseq^iom^o  of  petitionis  from  the  woollen 
nnn&ctnrea  of  Westumreland  and  Yorkshire;  two  bills 
were  broi:^[tit  in,  and  pasfod  dirongh  both  hoi^ses,  by  which 
&e  ports  of  lomcaster  and  Great  Ymrmonth  were  opened 
for  die  importation  of  wool  and  woollen  yam  from  Ireland ; 
bitt  why  ^is  privilege  was'  not  ei^tend^  to  all  the  fre- 
quented porto  of  the  kingdom  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive^ 
without  supposing  a  little  juational  jealousy  01^  one  hand, 
aod  a  great  deal  of  grievpua  restnunt  on  ^  other.  Over 
aad^abov^  these  new  laws,  aome  unsuccessful  ^^deavour^ 
were  used  in  behalf^  commerce  and  police*  A  bill  was 
oimd  for  laying  funhei^  r^trictions  on  pawnbrokers  and 
bmkers,  that  tbey  mijght  no  longer^suck  the  blood  of  th^ 
pomr,  and  act  as  the  aceessarks  of.  th^  and  robbery,  which 
was  canvassed,  debated,  and  naadc^ts  way  through  the 
lower  house ;  but  the  lords  rejected  it  as  a  crude  schema," 
irbidi  they  could  not  amend>  because  it  was  a  money  bill^ 
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not  cognizaMe  by  their  house,  without  engi^iag  in  a  dis- 
pute with  the  commons*     Another  bill  was  {prepared,  for 
^▼ing  potr^r  to  xhange  the  pimislunent  of  fslony*,  in  certMi 
cases,  to  confinement  and  hard  laboor  m  dock  yards  or  gar* 
Tisons.     It  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  wished  well- to 
their  country,  and  wefe  pf#perly.qaalffied  to  prosecute  audi 
inquiries,  that  the  practice  of  consigning  such  a  number 
of  wretches  to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  served  only,  l^ 
its  frequency,  to-  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  law,  in  robbing 
death  of  all  its  terror,  and  the  public  of  many  subjects, 
who  might,  notwithstanding  their  delinquency,  be  in  some 
measure  rendered  useful  to  society*     Such  was  the^motive 
that  influenced  the  promoters  of  this  bill;  by  which  it  wi» 
proposed,  in  imitation  of  that  economy  practised  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convicted  under  certain  circum-^ 
stances  to  hard  labour  upon  the  public  works  /  of  the  king- 
dom.    The  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  lower  house,  but 
rejected  by  the  lords,  who  seemed  apprehensive  of  its  briag- 
'  ing  such  discredit  upon  his  majesty's  dock  yards,  as  would 
discourage   persons    who     valued   their   reputation    from 
engaging  in  such  employment.     Of  still  greater  importance 
to  the  nation  was  the  next  measure  proposed,  in  a  bill  for 
making  the  militia  of  England  more  useful,  presented  by 
Mr.  Thornton,  a  gentleman  of  Yorkshire;  who  ha^  distin* 
guished  himself  by  his  loyalty  and  patriotism.    It  was  can- 
vassed in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  underwent 
divers  amendments :  but  miscarried,  through  the  aversion 
of  the  ministry  to  any  project  tending  to  remove  or  lesson 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  standing  army.     A  consider- 
able number  of  petitions  for  different  regulations,  in  respect 
to  commerce  and  convenience  of  trafiic,  were  presented,  coq^ 
sidered,  and  left  upon  the  table.     A  remonstrance  from  the 
prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of  the  king's  bench,  complain>- 
ing  of  their  miserable  situation,  arising  frpm  want  of  room, 
and  other  conveniences,  being  tak^n  into  consideration  by  a 
committee,   among  other    evidences,   they  examined  that 
remarkable  personage  who  bad  signalized  himself  in  diflfer*^ 
ent  parts  of  Christendom,  Under  the  name  of  Theodore,.king 
of   Corsica.     Though  formerly  countenanted,   and   even 
treated  as  d  sovereign  prince   by  the  British  ministry,  he 
was  now  reduced  to  the  forlorn  condition  of  a  confined 
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(Mfor;  and  to  ^e  reproadi  of  this  kiagdon,  died  in  pri^ 
4011)  sunouiided  with  all  the  miseisy  of  indigence,  and  over- 
whined*  with  the  infinnittes  of  old  age.  But  the  most 
TeBMurkaUe  circomstanee  of  the  pailiainentaiy  transactions 
^tdistingttished  this  session,  was  a  motion  made  in  both 
iioiites  for  an  address  to  the  kiag,  beseeching  his  majesQr, 
that  in  time  of  public  tranqutUky  he  woold  be  grac^oiMljr 
jdeased  to  avoid  entering  into  subsidiary  treaties '  with 
fiweign  princes,  whieh  are  so  burdensome  to  this  nation. 
iThis'  extraordinary  pro^posid  was  made  and  strenuously 
urged  by  the  duke  of  B-— ,  and  a  vehement  debate  ensued, 
in  which-the  eark  of  6—1,  S— ,  and  H — ,  opposed  it  with 
'an  exertion  of  superior  abilities ;  and  the  question  being  put, 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  division.  The  same 
iite  atteisded  it  in  the  house  of  commons,  where  it  was 
mtroduced  by  lord  H — y,  and  supported  by  some  distin- 
giushed  orators.  ^  The  session  ended  in  the  latter  end  of' 
iMlareh,  when  his  majesty,  having  given  his  assent  to  nin^^ 
five  pi]ri>Iic  and  private  bills,  harangued  both  houses,  and 
prorogued  the  parliament.* 

'  $  XII.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  the  king 
appointed  a  regency,  and  setout  for  Hanover,  in  order  to 
€Oiii{^te  thsr  great  scheme  he  had  projected  for  electing  a 
king  of  the  Romans.  >  Grei^  Bri^in,  in  die  mean  time, 
produced  no  event  of  imiportance,  or  any  transaction  that 
deserves  historical  mention,  except  the  ratification  of  two 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  states  of  Tripoli 
4ind  Tunis  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  concluded  by  the  British 
consuls  in  those  cities,  under  the  influence  and  auspices  of 
an  English  squadron,  commuaded  by  commodore  Keppel, 
son  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle.  The  tide  of  lu»iry  stUl 
Aowed  widi  an  impetuous  current,  bearing  down  all  the 
mounds  of  temperance  and  decorum  f  while  fraud  and  pro- 
fligacy struck  out  new  channels,  through  which  they  eluded 
the  restrictiom  of  ^e  law,  and  all  the  vigilance  of  civil 
pcficy.     New  arts  of  deception  were  invent<jd,  in  ord^r  to 

e  AnMmglke  praccodings  of  thissetuon,  i%  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
A  new  act  for  the  prevention  of  murders,  ^M'hich  had  been  shockingly  frequent  of 
hte,  importing^  ttat  eyery  eriiaiiud  «onviated  of  tW*  horrid  crime  should  be  exe- 
^{ftedfin  pne  day  after  his  sentenee^  and  his  body  delivered  to  the  sargeons  for 
*»te«6on;  an  expedient  which  hath  been  found  productive  of  fery  sahitary  oon- 
^Q<lQenee8. 
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ensnare  and  rain  the  unwary;  and  some bfamoiMi  pFM^ioea 
in  the  way  of  comnerce,  were  countenanced  by  pMMma  of 
nmk  and  importance  in  the  commonwealth*  A  MPtain 
member  of  parliament  was  obliged  to  withdraw^  himadf 
from  his  country,  in  consequence  of  n  discovery,  by  whii^ 
it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived  and  execuledBeheiMa  for 
desdx)ying  his  own  ships  at  sea,  with  a  view  to  defraud  the 
ensurers* 

$  XIII.  In  the  coarse  of  ^na  year  the  afiairs  of  the 
continent  did  not  undergo  any  material  alteration.  In 
France,  the  religious  dispute  concerning  the  doctrine  of 
Jansoiius  still  subsisted  between  the  dergy  and  tl|e  pariin^ 
ment ;  and  seemed  to  acquire  additional  friel  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  a  haughty,  turbulent 
prelate,  whose  pride  and  bigotry  #ere  suficient  to  embroil 
one  half  of  Christendom.  The  northern  powers  eiyoyed  a 
perfect  tranquillity :  the  states  general  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces were  engrossed  by  plans  of  nationid  economy.  Spain 
was  intent  upon  extending  her  commerce,  bringing  her 
manufactures  to  perfection,  and  repressing  the  insolence  of 
the  Barbary  corsairs.  His  Portuguese  majesty  endeavoured, 
by  certain  peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the  eiqK>rtation 
of  gold  coin  from  his  dominions ;  and  insisted  upon  inspect- 
ing the  books  of  the  British  merchants  settled  at  Lisbon ; 
but  they  refused  to  comply  with  this  demand,  which  was 
contrary  to  a  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns  i 
and  he  thought  proper  to  acquiesce  ia  their  refusal.  He 
was  much  better  employed,  in  obtainiog  from,  the  pope  an 
abolition  of  the  annual  procession  called  die  Auto  da  fe^ 
one  of  the  most  horrid  triumf^  of  spiritual  tyramny.  The 
peace  of  Italy  was  secured  by  a  defensive  treaty  conduded 
at  Madrid  between  the  emperor,  his  catholic  majes^,  tbe 
king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  the  duke  of  Parma  \  to  whkh 
treaty  the  king  of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 

$  XIV.  With  respect  to  the  great  scheme  <3f  electing 
ibe  archduke  Joseph  king  of  the  Romans,  frtash  qhfections 
seemed  to  rise  from  different  quarters.  The  good  under- 
standing between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Hatiover  fteceived 
an  additional  shock,  from  a  dispute  concerning  the  property 
of  East  Friezland,  which'  hi&Prussian  majesty  had  secured, 
as  heir  to  the  last  possessor.     His  Britannic  majesty,  as 
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tkcM'of  HMKHfcr,  having' preteQBions  to  die  smme  inherit* 
flioe,  Mb  niiitster  deltvered  a  Aeuoriid  to  die  diet  of  the 
empire,  assemUed  at  Ratisbon,  demanding  that  the  king  of 
Prosiia,  as  ekctor  of  Braadedbur^  should  be  referred  to 
die  deckmi  of  the  Hfetlick  counsel,  in  regard  to  his  claim 
to  die  estatesof  East  Friesdand :  bttt  the  king  being  already 
m  possession,  nefused  to  submit  his  right  to  the  determina- 
tion of  that  or  any  other  tribunal ;  and  when  die  diet  pre* 
tOBied ,  to  deliberate  on  this  afiair,  hk  enToy  entered  a 
strong  fttocest  against  their  proceedings*  At  the  same  time, 
he  presetted  the  other  ministers  with  a  memorial,  tending 
to  refefe  the  elector  of  Hanover's  preteasioas  to  the 
principality  in  ^laestion. 

$  XV.  At  this  junctare  bis  Pn^ssian  majesty  made  no 
scrapie  of  ea:pressing  his  resentment  against^  the  court  of 
London,  which  he  seemed  to  consider  as  an  officious  cabal, 
diat  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  in  die  affairs  of  Germany. 
His  resident  at  London  complained  to  the  Bridsh  ministry, 
that  <fivers  ships,  sailing  under  the  Prussian  flag,  had  hem 
stopped  at  sea,  and  even  seized  by  English  cruizers ;  and 
that  Ms  subjects  had  been  ill  treated  and  oppressed :  he, 
therefore,  demanded  reparation  in  a  peremptory  tone ;  and 
ia  dve  mean  tSme,  discominued  die  payment  of  die  Silesian 
kiaa,  which  he  had  charged  himself  with,  by  an  article  in 
the  treaty  of  Bredau*  This  was  a  sum  of  money  amount- 
i&g  V»  two  limMired  and  fifty  tliousand  pounds,  which  the 
emperor  Charles  VL  fiither  of  the  reigning  empress,  had 
koTowed  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  on  condition  of 
paying  an  interest  of  nx  per  cent,  and  mortgaging  the 
sihrer  mines  of  Silesia  for  the  repajrmeat  of  the  principaL 
ttiese  devolvted  to  the  king  of  Prussia  with  this  Incum* 
bmace,  and  he  continued  to  pay  the  interest  punctually  till 
diis  junttm^e,  when  the  payment  was  stopped ;  and  he  pub* 
Kshed  a  paper,  entitled,  ^^  An  Exposftion  of  the  Motives 
^^  whidi  influenced  1m  Conduct  on  this  Occasion."  In  his 
memoriid  to  the  ikiitlistry  of  Great  Britain  he  alleged,  that 
eighteen  Prussian  sfa^  and  thirty-three  neutral  vessels,  in 
which  the  subjects  of  Prussia  w^re  concerned,  had  been 
tmjasaly  «ei):ed'by  £nglitfh  privateers  :  his  account  oT  dam- 
agesaanomi^sd  to  a  very  coasidemble  sum ;  and  he  demand^ 
ed,  in  tb»  wiost  dogmadc  terms,  that  the  affmr  shookl  be 
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finally  discussed  in  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  date 
of  his  remonstrance.  The  exposition  and  memorial  were 
.  subjected  to  the  examination  of  ^he  ablest  civilittis  in* Eng- 
land, who  refuted  every  article  of  the  charge  with  equal 
precision  and  perspicuity.  ^They  proved,  that  captures  by. 
sea  fell  properly  under  the  cognizance  of  those  powers 
under  whose  jurisdiction  the  seizures  were  made;  and, 
therefore,  his  Prussian  majesty  could  not,  consistent  with 
'  the  laws  of  nations,  determine  these  disputes  in  his  own 
tribunals.  They  demonstrated,  by  undonbted  evidence,  the. 
falsity  of  many  facts  alleged  in  the  memorial,  as  well  as 
the  fairness  of  the  proceedings  by  which  soqie  few  of  the 
Prussian  vessels  had  been  condemned;  and  made  it  appear, 
that  no  insult  or  injury  had  been  offered  to  the  siri>fects  of 
Prussia.  Finally,  they  observed,  that  the  Silesian  loan  was 
a  private  transaction  of  such  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a  war 
had  happened  between  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  and  his 
Britannic  majesty,  this  must  have  been  held  sacred  awl 
inviolable  :  that  when  the  empress  queen  ceded  Silesia  to 
the  king  of  Prussia,  this  monarch  charged  himself  with  the 
repayment  of  the  loan,  which,  being  a  private  debt,  andl 
transferrable,  was  now  diffused  into  different  countries,  and 
become  the  property  of  many  others  besides  the  subfeds  of 
Great  Britain.  They  wound  up  their  chain  of  reasoning 
by  observing,  that,  according  to  agreement  with  the  em* 
peror,  the  whole  of  this  loan  should  have  been  repayed  in 
the  year  one  •  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five ; 
whereas  the  complaints  specified  in  the  Prussian  memorial 
were  founded  on  facts  posterior  to  that  period.  Whether 
his  Prussian  majesty  was  convinced  by  ttese  reasons^  and/ 
desisted  from  principle,  or  thought  proper  to  g^e  up  his 
claim  upon  other  political  considerations ;  certain  it  is,  he 
no  longer  insisted  upon  satisfaction,  but  ordered  the  pay- 
ments of  the  Silesian  loan  to  be-continued  without  further 
interruption :  a  report,  indeed,  was  circulated)  that  advan- 
tage had  been  taken  x>f  the  demur  by  a  certain  prince,  who 
employed  his  agents  to  buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a 
considerable  discount. 

§  XVI.  How  much  soever  the  king  of  Prussia  maj' 
be  the  subject  of  censure  on  this  occasion,  it  must  be  allow- 
ed that,  with  regard  to  his^owir  subjects,  he  acteckas  a  wise 
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legislator,  and  the  father  of  his  country.  He  peopled  the 
deserts  of  Pomerania ;  by  encouraging,  with  roy^  boun- 
ties, a  great  number  of  industrious  ejnigrants  to  fettle  in 
that  province ;  the  face  of  which,  in  a  very  few  years, 
underwent  the  most  agreeable  alterations.  Above  sixty 
new  villages  arose  amidst  a  barren  wa^te,  and  every  part  of 
the  country  exhibited  marks  of  successful  cultivation.  Those 
solitary  and  desolate  plains,  where  no  human  footsteps  had 
for  many  ages  been  seen,  were  now  converted  into  fields  of 
com.  The  farn»s  were  regularly  parcelled  out :  the  houses 
multiplied,  and  teemed  with  population :  the  happy  pea- 
sants, sheltered  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  their  king's 
protection,  sowed  their  grounds  in  peace,  and  reaped  their 
harvests  in  security.  The  same  care  and  indulgence  were 
extended  to  the  unpeopled  parts  of  other  provinces  within 
the  Prussian  dominions,  and  extraordinary  encouragement 
was  granted  to  all  French  protestants  who  could  come  and 
Kettle  under  the  government  of  this  political  sage. 

$  XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover,  still 
employed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  scheme  of  electing  a 
king  of  the  EHomans;  and  the  elector  of  Mentz,  influenced 
by  the  majority  of  the  college,  had  convoked  an  electoral 
diet  for. that  purpose  :  but  strong  protests  against  this  con- 
vocation were  entered  by  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Pala- 
tine, insomuch  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  conciliate 
this  last,  by  taking  some  steps  in  his  favour,  with  respect  to 
the  satisfaction  he  demanded  from  the  empress  queen  and 
his  Britannic  majesty*  His  claim  upon  the  court  of  Vienna 
amounted  to  three  millions  of  florins,  by  way  of  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  losses  he  had  sustained  during  the  war.  He 
demaii^ded  of  the  king  of  England  twenty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  for  provision  and  forage  furnished  to  the  British 
troops  while  they  acted  on  the  Maine  ;  and  the  like  sums 
for  the  like  purposes  from  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Provinces.  :  The  empress  queen  could  not  help  remonstra^ 
ting  against  this  demand  as  exorbitant  in  itself,  and  the 
more  unreasonable,  as  the  elector  palatine,  at  the  death  of 
her  fa^er,  had  openly  declared  against  the  pragmatic  sanc- 
tion, which  he  had  guaranteed  in  the  most  solemn  manner : 
she,  therefore,  observed,  that  the  damage  he  had  sustained, 
in  consequence  of  that  declaration,  <jught  to  be  considered 
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as  the  common  fate  of  war.  These  l^asoT»,  though  c<mi- 
elusive  and  irreffagable  in  the  usual  wajr  of  arguing,  made 
no  impression  upon  the  palatine,  who  perfectly  well  under- 
stood his  own  importance^  and  was  determined  to  seize 
this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  the  best  advantage.  The- 
eourt  of  Vienna,  and  the  maritime  powers,  finding  him 
thus  obstinately  attached  to  his  own  intef^est,  resolved  to 
vbfring  him  over  to  their  views  at  any  ratc^  ^and  commencied 
A  negotiation  with  him,  which  produced  a  formal  treaty. 
By  this  convention  his  demands  in  money  were  fixed  at 
tlvelve  hundred  thousand  Dutch  florins,  to  be  paid  at  three 
instalments,  five  hundred  thousand  by  the  empress  queen^ 
dhd  the  remaining  seven  hundred  thousand  by  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  states  general,  according  to  the  pro- 
portion  established  in  former  treaties.  The  privilege  of 
tioti  appetlendo^  for  the  dutchy  of  Deux-ponts,  Vas  confirm- 
ed to  his  electoral  highness,  together  with  some  other  rights' 
and  pretension$,  in  consideration  of  his  concurring  with  the 
oth^r  electors  in  the  choice  of  a  king  of  the  Romans  to  be 
elected  Recording  to  the  customs  prescribed  by  the  laws 
and  constitutions  of  the  empire.  He  likewise  ei^aged  to 
join  them  ih  settling  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  with  the 
king  of  the  JRomans,  emperor  in  futuro.  Yet,  even  after 
the  concurrence  of  this  prince  was  secured,  the  purposed 
election  proved  abortive,  from  the  strong  objections  that 
Were  started,  and  the  strenuous  oppo^tion  which  was  made 
by  his  Prussian  Majesty,  who  perhaps  aspired  in  secret  at 
the  Imperii  dignity,  which  the  empress  queen  took  all  this 
paini3  to  pef petuate  iti  her  oWn  family. 

§  XVIII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  returning  from 
the  cdntinent,  opened  the  session  of  parliament  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  J^ttuary*  with  a  speech,  implying,  that  all 
his  views  And  negotiations  had  beeti  calculated  and  direct- 
'  ed  to  presei'vfe  and  secure  the  duration  of  ^  genetsd  peace, 
so  agreeablte  aiid  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  all  Europe  : 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  be  assured  of  a  good  dbposi* 
tion  in  all  the  powers  that  Were  his  allies,  to  adhere  to  the 
sanie  saliirtary  object.  He  exhorted  them  to  coniinup  their 
atteiitidtt  to  the  redl^c tion  of  the  national  debt^  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  improvement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.     He  recommended  to  their  serious  considera- 
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IJM  whU  fottlh^r  hw$  and  regpl^tioqs  migbt  be  qecessj^ty 
for  9iippi^ewQ|^  lbQ«e  crimfei  aiui  disorder^,  of  which  tb^ 
public  had  so  jwUy  coqdplaip^d  :  and  concluded  with  ap 
^wtrance,  t)mt  his  hearty  concurrence  and  endeavours 
abould  never  b^  i^Anting  iQ  any  me^ure  that  might  promote 
their  welfare  and  prosperity.  The  addresses  in  answer  to 
itm  speech  were  cpM<ched  in  the  usual  form  o^  implicit 
approbation  :  |[>ut  that  of  thie  commons  did  not  pass  without 
question.  The  earl  of  E  ■  took  exceptions  to  one  para- 
grajdiY  in  wbiicb  they  acknowledged  his  majesty's  wisdom, 
as  well  as  goodness,  in  purguii^g  such  measures  as  must 
contribute  to  maintain  and  render  permanent  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and  declared  their  satisfaction  at 
the  assurances  his  noajesty  had  received  from  his  allies,  that 
they  were  all  attached  to  the  same  salutary  object^  His 
lordship  expatiated  on  the  absurdity  of  these  compliment^ 
at  such  a  junqture,  when  the  peace  of  Europe  was  so  pre- 
carious, and  the  English  nation  had  so  much  cause  of  comr 
plaij^it  and  dissatisfaction*  He  was  seconded  by  9ome  other 
individuals  who  declaimed  with  great  vivacity  against  con« 
tinental  conne^s^s  ;  and  endeavoured  V>  oppo;2e  the  >^eak^ 
11683  ^d  foUy  of  the  whole  system  of  foreigcf  measure^ 
which  our  minbtry  had  lately  pursued.  It  must  be  owned, 
indeed,  that  they  might  have  chosen  a  better  opportunity  to 
compliment  their  sovereign  on  the  permanency  of  the  peace 
than  at  this  juncture,  when  they  must  have  seen  themselves 
on  die  very  l^-ink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the  xnost  formidable 
power  in  Europe.  Rut  the  truth  is,  these  addresses  to  the 
throne  bad  been  k^vg  considered  as  compliments  of  course, 
implyii^  jio  more  tbap  a  respectful  attachment  to  .their 
sovereign :  acco(rding}y,'bodi  houses  agreed  to  their  respec- 
tive addresses  without  division.  The  two  grand  commit- 
tees of  auppl^y'  and  x>f  ways  and  means,  being  established, 
the  busincsfis  of  the  house  was  traiisacted  without  much 
aHercatioD  ;  and  the  people  had  great  reason  to  be  satisfied 
w^  tjbeir  moderate  proceediogii*  Tep  j^ousand  seaipen, 
aad  Q^  \mx9^  Aumbor  of  land  (forces,  were  ret^ned  for  the 
service  of  the  ensuing  year.  They  provided  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  new  ccjiony  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  civil  estab- 
Ushmeat  of  {jeorgia,  the  support  of  the  castles  on  the  coast 
of  Guinea,  and   the  erection  of  a  new  fort  at  Anamabpa, 
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where  the  French  had  attempted  to  make  a  settlement^  and 
they  enabled  his  majesty  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the 
king  of  Poland  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 

^$  XIX.  The  supplies,  including  grants,  for  former 
deficiencies  and  services,  for  which  no  provision  had  been 
made  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  did  not  exceed  two  mil- 
lions one  hundred  thirty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seven  pounds,  seventeen  shillings,  and  two-pence  halfpenny; 
in  order  to  defray  which  expense  they  assigned  the  duty 
bn  malt,  &c.  the  land  tax  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound,  the 
surplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  exchequer,  and  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  ;  so  that  the  exceedings  amounted  to  near  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds/  As  for  the  national  debt  it 
now  stood  at  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy-four  millions 
three  hundred  sixty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  smd  fifty* 
'  oi)e  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  one  penny ;  and  the  sink- 
ing fund  produced  one  million  seven  hundred  thirty-five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds,  six  shillings, 
and  tence-pence  farthing. 

$  XX.  One  of  the  first  measures  brought  upon  the 
carpet,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  was  an  act  containing 
regulations  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  game,  of 
which  so  great  havoc  had  been  made  by  poachers,  and 
other  persons  unqualified  to  enjoy  that  diversion,  that  the 
total  extirpation  of  it  was  apprehended.^ 

§  XXI.  The  next  step  taken  by  the  commons  was  ^n 
affair  of  much  greater  consequence  to  the  community,  be- 
ing a  bill  for  obliging  ships  the  more  eiFectually  to  perform 
quarantine,  in  order  to  prevent  the  plague  from  being  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries  into  Great  Britain.  For  this 
purpose,  it  was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful  visitation 
should  appear  in  any  ship  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finia- 
terre,  the  master  or  commander  should  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  harbour  of  New  Grimsby,  in  one  of  the  islands 
of  Scilly,  and  there  communicate  the  discovery  to  some 
officer  of  the  customs ;  who  should,  with  the  first  opportu- 

f  Several  duties  on  salt,  as  well  as  pn  red  and  white  herring;s  delivered 
out  for  home  consumption  were  rendered  perpetual,  though  subject  to  be  re- 
deemed bj  parliament;  and  it  was  provided,  that  the  debt  eontrocted  upon  rhc^e 
duties  being  discharged,  all  the  after  ptixluce  of  thpm  ^should  become  pkrt  of  the 
siukiug  fund. 


nity,  transmit  diis  intelligence  to  another  customhouse  offi- 
cer in  the  nearest  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  forwarded 
to  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state.  In 
the  mean/  time  the  ship  should  remain  at  the  said  island, 
and  not  an  individual  presume  to  go  ashore,  until  his  ma*- 
jesty's  pleasure  should  be  known*  It  was  also  provided,* 
that  in  case  the  master  of  a  ship  thus  infected  should  not 
be  able  to  make  the  islands  of  Scilly,  or  be  forced  up  either 
channel  by  violent  winds,  he  should  not  enter  any  frequent- 
ed harbour;  but  remain. in  some  open  road,  until  he  could 
receive  orders  from  his  majesty,  or  the  privy  council :  that, 
during  this  interval,  he  should  avoid  all  intercourse  with 
the  shore,  or  any  person  or  vessel  whatsoever,  on  pain  of 
being  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  suffering  death  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

§  XXII.  In  order  the  more  eflfectually  to  repress  the 
barbarous  practice  of  plundering  ships  which  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  suffer  shipwreck;  a  practice  which  prevailed 
upon  many  different  parts  of  the  British  coast,  to  the  dis* 
grace  of  the  nation,  and  the  scandal  of  human  nature;  a 
bill  was  prepared,  containing  clauses  to  ei>force  the  laws 
against  such  savage  delinquents,  who  prowl  along  the  shore, 
like  hungry  wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their  fellow- 
creatures;  and  certain  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the 
unhappy  sufferers.*  When  the  mutiny  bill  fell  under  delib- 
eration, the  earl  of  Egmont  proposed  a  new  clause  for 
empowering  and  requiring  regimental  courts  martial  to 
examine  witnesses  upon  oath  hi  ^all  their  trials.  The  pro- 
posal occasioned  a  debate,  in  which  the  ministry  were 
pretty  equally  divided ;  but  the  clause  was  disapproved  by 
the  majority,  and  this  annual  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law 
widiout  any  alteration. 

$  XXII I.  llie  next  bill  was  framed  in  consequence 
of  divers  petitions  presented  by  the  exporters  of  com,  who 
complained   that  the  bounties  were  not  paid,  and  prayed 

g  By  the  new  Uw,  the  clerk  of  Uie  peace  in  the  county  where  the  crime 
shall  be  committed  is  obliged,  upon  receiving  proper  infoi'matioo,  to  prosecute  the 
offenders  at  the  exnense  of  the  county.  It  was  likewise  proposed,  that  in  case 
no  proseention  of  tnis  nature  should  be  commenced  within  a  certain  limited  time 
after  the  information  should  have  been  legally  given,  in  diat  case  the  county  itii^t 
be  sued  b^the  person  who  had  sustains  the  damage,  and  obliged  to  indemnify 
bim  fbr  his  loss :  but  this  clause  was  rejected,  by  the  mi^ity ;  and  the  bill,  haviqg 
made  its  way  throagh  both  homes,  received  Ih'e  r6yal  assent. 
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tlifit  tibe  bottte  wouU  make  proper  proyiston  for  ^mt  piir* 
f09f^  A  bill  was  according  broughit  in,  mpuriii^,  tbac 
Intercast  after  the  rate  of  tfaree  per  eciit.  sb9iil4  be  al)9we4 
upon  ev)ery  debenture  for  A^  bouoty  on  tbe  exportatM^n  of 
cona,  payidble  by  the  receiver  general  or  cashier  of  ^  cus- 
toms, until  the  principal  could  be  discharged  out  of  such 
cuatouM  or  duties  as  are  appropriated  ior  thfi  payment  of 
this  bounty*  This  preniiiim  on  the  exportation  of  com 
oug^t  not  to  be  granted*  except  when  the  lowoess  of  the 
aoarketprice  in  Great  Britain  proves  that  there  is  a  super* 
abundance  in  the  kingdon);  otherwise  tbe  exporter  will 
$od  his  account  in  ck proving  our  owa  labourers  of  their 
bread,  in  order  to  supply  our  rivals  at  an  easier  rate :  for 
example,  suppose  wheat  in  England  should  sell  for  twenty 
shillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might  export  into  France, 
and  afford  it  to  the  people  of  that  kingdotv  for  eiglueen 
shillings^  because  the  bounty  on  exportation  would,  (^vea  at 
tibat  rate,  afford  him  a  considerable  advantage. 

§  XXIV.  A  great  number  of  merchants  having  pre- 
sented petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  repre- 
.  siting  that  the  trade  of  Turkey  was  greatly  deqreased^ 
ascribing  this  diminution  to  the  exc)v¥)ive  cbarjDer  enjoye4 
by  a  monopoly,  and  praying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid 
open  to  all  bis  majejsty's  subjecjts,  ome  of  the  i^e^cibers  £or 
Liverpool  moved  for  leav^  to  bring  in  a  biU  for  this*  pur- 
pose. Such  a  mseasure  had  been  twice  before  propoaed 
without  success ;  but  now  it  was  adopted  withoiM^  opposi^ 
tion.  A  bill  was  immediately  introduced ;  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  interest  and  efforte  of  the  Turkey  tompany5 
who  petitioned  the  house  against  it.,  and  were  hejard  by 
their  counsel,  it  passed  through  both  houses,  .and  receiv«4 
the  royal  sanction.  By  this  regulation  any  .British  subje^ 
may  obtain  the  fne^doim  of  tj^e  Turkey  company,  by  pay- 
ing or  rendering  a  iine  of  twenty  pounds  >  ^d  all  tha 
members  are  secured  from  tbe  jtyranny  of  oppressive  by- 
laws, contrived  by  any  monopolizing  cabal.^ 

h  SbvervA  otlter  bills  vr^re  pushed — one  Iqi*  ^reguV^iog  tbe  auviber  of  p^W 
Ue  lKHMec(,  Mmi  tlie  mpv*:  eas^*  ooi»UQn«)p  of  p^r9ciii8  •qlliog  ule  ami  )iUv>i^  liqaoin^ 
wUHout  Ueeiuse ;  an  act  wliicli  oq^power^  the  justices  of  i>eace  to  tyjnaimixe  over 
Uieir  I'dlotw  siibjeeti-'-A  seooodj  euatitins  the  nanraeUvtaa  of  l*klinl>argi|i  -to  in^proi^, 
cmlarge,  and  adoi'ii  the  avenues  and  streets  of  Uiat  ycity,  accprding  to  a  ooucerte)! 
plan,  to  be  extcuu  d  by  \oI.uotarj4iib9ci:^}tion— ^  M4rc|>  |^lpwAi|g,t^e  expoilMioo 
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$  XXy.  But  this  sessibti  was  chiefly  distinguished  by 
an-  act  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and  a  bill  for  the  better  pre- 
venting clandestine  marriages.     The  first  of  these  which- 
passed  without  tnuch  opposition  in  the  house  of  lords,  from 
Which  it  descended  to  the  commons,  was  entitled,  **  An  Act 
"  to  permit   persons  professing  the  Jewish  Religion  to  be 
**  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
•^mentioned."      It   was  supported  by   some  petitions  o( 
merchants  atid  manufacturers,  Wh6,  upon  examination,  ap« 
peared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  dependents ;  and  countenanced 
by  the  ministry,  who  thought  they  foresaw,  in  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  naturalization,  a  great  accession  to  the 
moneyed  interest,  and  a  considerable  increase  of  their  olvn 
influence  among  the  individuals  of  that  community.    They 
boldly  affirmed,  that  such  a  law  would  greatly  conduce  to 
the  advantage  of  the  nation ;  thit  it  would  encourage  per- 
sons of  wealth  to  remove  with  their  effects  from  foreign 
parts  into  Great  Britain,  infcrease   the  commerce  and  the 
credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  set  a  laudable  example  of  indus- 
try, temperance,  and  frugality.     Such,  however,  were  not 
the  sentiments  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons^ 
of  the  city  of  London  in  common  council  assembled,  who, 
in  a  petition  to  parliament,  expressed  their  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  would  tend  greatly  to  the 
dishonour   of  the  christian  religion,  endanger  the  excellent 
con^itution,  and  be  liighly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  and 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of  London 
in  particular*     Another  petition  to  the  same  purpose  was 
next  da}r  presented  to  the  house,  subscribed  by  merchants 
and  traders  of  the   city  of  London;  who,   among  other 
allegations,   observed,   that  the   consequences    of   such  a 
natundization   would  greatly  affect  their  trade  and  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and 
Portugal.     Counsel  was  heard,  evidence  examined,  and  the 
bill  produced  violent  debates,  in  which  there  seemed  to  be 
more  passion  than  patriotism,  more  declamation  than  argu- 
ment.    The  adversaries   of  the  bill  aflirmed,  that  such  a 
naturalization   would  deluge   the  kingdom  with  brokers, 

of  wQoi  and  wotfHea  jmm  from  Ireland  into  any  port  in  Great  Britain—- and  a 
fourth,  prescritiing  Ute  breadth  of  the  wheels  belonging  to  heavy  carriages,  that 
the  high  read*  of  w  kingdom  might  be  the  better  prefeenred. 
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usurers,  and  beggars ;  that  the  rich  Jews,  under  the  shadow 
of  this  indulgence,  would  purchase  lands,  and  even  advow« 
sons ;  so  as  not  only  to  acquire  an  interest  in  the  legisla- 
ture, but  also  to  influence  the  constitution  of  the  church  of 
Christ,  to  which  they  were  thh  inveterate   and  professed 
enemies :  that  the  lower  class   of  that  nation,  when  thus 
admitted  to  the  right  of  denizens,  would  interfere  with  the 
industrious  natives   who    earn  their    livelihood    by   their 
labour ;  and  by  dint  of  the  most  parsimonious   frugality, 
to  which  the  English  are  strangers,  work  at  an  under  price ; 
so  as  not  only  to  share,^  but  even  in  a  manner  to  exclude 
them  from  all  employment :  that  such  an  adoption   of  va- 
grant Jews  into  the  community,  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
would  rob  the  real  subjects  of  their  birthright,  disgrace  the 
character  of  the  nation,  expose  themselves  to  the  most  dis- 
honourable particit^ation  and  intrusion,  endanger  the   con- 
stitution both   in   church   and   state,  and   be  an  indelible 
reproach   upon    the    established   religion   of  the  country. 
Some  of  these  orators  seemed  trihsported  even  to  a  degree 
of  enthusiasm.     They  prognosticated  that  the  Jews  would 
multiply  so  much  in  number,   engross   such   wealth,  and 
acquire  so  great  power  ind  influence  in  Great  Britain,  that 
their  persons  would  be  revered,  their  customs  imitated,  and 
Judaism  become  the   fashionable   religion  of  the  English- 
Finally,  they  affirmed  that  such  an  act   was   directly  flying 
in  the  face  of  the  prophecy,  which  declares,  that  the  Jews 
shall  be  a  scattered  people,  without  country  or  fixed  habi- 
tation, until  they  shall  be  converted  from  th^ir  infidelity, 
and  gathered   together  in   the  land  of  their  forefathers. 
These  arguments  and  a|)prehensions,  which  were  in  reality 
frivolous   and   chimerical,  being    industriously  circulated 
among  the  vulgar,  naturally  prejudiced  against  the  Jewish 
people,  excited  such  a  ferment   throughout  the  nation,  as 
ought  to  have  deterred  the  ministry  from   the   prosecution 
of  such  an  unpopular  measure ;  which,  however,  they  had 
courage  enough  to  maintain  against  all  opposition.     The 
bill  passed   the  ordeal   of  both   houses,  and   his  majesty 
vouchsafed  the  royal  sanction  te  this  law  in  favour  of  the 
Hebrew  nation.     The  truth  is,  it  might  have  increased  the 
wealth,  and  extended  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  had 
it  been  agreeable  to  the  people;  and  as  the  naturalized 


Jeirs  WOBI4  8^  hAve  been  excloded  from  all  ciiril  and 
military  offices,  as  well  as  from  other  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  christian  brediren,  in  all  probability  they^  would  have 
gradually  forsaken  their  own  unprofitable  and  obstinate 
infidelity,  opened  their  eyes  to  the  shining  truths  of  the 
gofl^,  and  joined  their  fellow  subjects  in  embracing  the^ 
doctrines  of  Christianity.  But  no  ministry  ought  to  risk 
an  experiment,  how  plausible  soever  it  may  be,  if  they  fiad 
it,  as  this  was,  an  object  of  the  people's  unconquerable 
aversion.  What  rendered  this  unpopular  measure  the 
more  impolitic,  was  the  unseasonable  juncture  at  which 
it  was  carried  into  execution;  that  is,  at  the  eve  of  a 
general  election  for  a  n^w  parliament,  when  a  minist^ 
ought  carefully  to  avoid  every  step  which  mayi  giye  umt 
hrage  to  the  body  of  the  people.  The  earl  of  Eg  ■  tg 
who  argued  against  Uie  biU  with  equal  power  and  vivacity^  0 
10  describing  the  effect  it  might  have  upon  that  occasion/ 
^  I  am  amazed  (said  he)  that  diis  consideration  makes  nO 
^  impression.— «When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  off,  nhM 
*^  arrive,  I  shall  not  fear  to  set  my  foot  upon  any  ground  of 
^  election  in  the  kingdom,  in  opposition  to  any  one  man 
^  among  yx>u,  or  any  new  christian,  who  has  voted  or 
^  appeared  in  favour  of  this  naturalization." 

$  XXVI.  Another  bill,  transmitted  from  the  upper 
house,  met  with  a  reception  equally  unfalrourable  among 
the  commons,  though  it  was  sustained  on  the  shoulders  of 
^  majority,  and  thus  forced  its  way  to  the  throne,  where 
it  obtained  the  royal  approbation.  The  practice  of  solem- 
nising  clandestine  marriages,  so  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of 
femilies,  and  so  often  productive  of  misery  to  the  parties 
themselves  thus  vmited,  was  an  evil  that  prevailed  to  such  a 
degree  as  claimed  the- attention  of  the  legislature.  The  sons 
and  daughters  of  great  and  opulent  families  before  they  had 
acquired  knowledge  and  experience,  or  attained  to  the 
years  of  discretion,  were  every  day  seduced  in  their  affec** 
tions,  and  inveigled  into  matches  big  with  infamy  and  ruin  ^ 
and  diese  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  opportunities  that! 
occurred  of  being  imited  instantaneously  by  the  ceremony 
of  marriage,  in  the  first  transport  of  passion,  before  the  des- 
tined victim  had  time  to  cool  or  deliberate  on  the  subject. 
For  this  pernicious  purpose,  there  was  a  band  of  profligate 

Vql.  hi.  T 
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diiscreants/ the  r^$e  of  tile  ckfgy,  dcadilo  every  sen^ 
iiicnt  of  virtue,  abaodooed  to  aU  seMe  of  decency  fund  de^^ . 
rum,  for  the  mcot  part  priaoBcara  for  ddbi  or  d^liaqueiicy^ 
and  indeed  the  very  ooccasta  of  baimiD  apciety,  mko  hovered 
^lOut  the.  verge  of  the  Fleet  priaoo  to  igiteree|it  cuatomenB^ 
plying  like  porters  for  employiiient,  and  performed  tbe'eere* 
roony  of.  marriage  withovt  license  or  qooslion,  io^ecHare^ 
garrets,  or  alehottsea,  to  the  scandal  of  reli^pkus^  aod  the  dis^ 
grace  of  that  order  which  they  professed*  The  ease  witji 
which  this  ecclesiastical  sftQction  was.  obtained,  and  ihfi^ 
vicious  dipositiaa  of  those  wretches,  open  to  the  i^aelJcesof 
fraud  and  corruption,  were  producuve  of  polyi^niy^  imli- 
geoce,  conjugal  in&delity,  prostitution,  and  every  curnethat 
cottld  imbitter  tbe  married  atate.  A  rensarltable  ^ase  of 
tjiis  nature  having  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the  peere^ 
s'yx  an  eppeal  from  an  inferior  tribunal^  that  house  oidei^A 
th«  judges  to  pnrpare  a  new  bill  for  preventing  such  abuae%; 
and  ode  was  accordingly  framed,  under  the  auspices  of  lord 
Hard^icke,  at  that  time  lord  high  chanceUor  of  Eog^aad*  In' 
order  to  anticipate  the  bad  eSeets  of  claadestine  marria^ies,' 
this  new  statute  enacted,  that  the  bands  should  be  regularly" 
published,  three  successive  Sundays,  ia  the  church  of  the* 
parish  where  the  parties  dwell :  that  no  license  sluHlld  be' 
grapted  t^  nnurry  in  any  place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has 
not  dwelt  at  least  a  month,  except  a  special  license  t^  th^ 
archbishop :  that  if  any  marriage  shQ^ld  be  solemnis^  ia 
any  othpr  place  than  a  church  or  a  di^peU  without  a  special 
license  :  or,  in  a  public  chapel,  without  having  published 
the  banns,  or  obtained  a  license  of  s«mie  person  properly 
(qualified,  the  marriage  should  be  void,  ao4  ^^  person  who 
solemnized  it  transported  for  seven  yeiiM  that  matiiagea, 
by  license,  of  parties  under  age,  without  consent  oS  parent 
or  guardian,  should  be  null  and  void,  un^es^the  party  auder 
age  be  a  widow,  and  the  parent  refusing,  consent  a  widow 
married  again:  that  wh^n  the  consent  of  a  mother  cu: 
guardian  is  refiised  fn>m  caprice,  orsucbi  parent Qr  guardian 
be  nan  campoa  mendt,^  or  beyond  sea,  the  minor  should  have 
recourse  for  relief  to  the  court  pf  chancery :  that  no  sutt^ 
should  be  commenced  to  compel  a  celebration  ofmarriage^ 
upon  pretence  of  any  contract ::  .that  all  marriages  should  be 
solemnized  before  two  wita^sesi  and  ap  entry  be  made  in  % 


book  kt^  for  dMt  pur{MiBc,  wbelher  h  was  by  hftrcU  or 
Kee&se,  whelli^  either' of  Ham  parties  was  umler  age^  or  the. 
mftrriage  eetebrs^ed  with  the  consent  of  parent  or  |^rdian  y 
abd  diis  entry  to  be  signed  by  the  minister,  the  parties,  an4 
fbe  witnesses  r  that  a  lalse  license  or  certificate,  or  destroy* 
ingregkoer  bookft,  sbMiU  be  deemed  felony,  either  in  prin-- 
dpal  or  -accessary,  mid  punished  with  death*  The  bill, 
when  first  considered  in  the  lower  house,  gave  rise  to  ai 
t^ely  of  debates;  in  which  the  members  appeared  to  he 
divided  rather  according  ta  thek*  real  sentiments,  than  hy 
die  roles  of  any  political  diatincdon:  for  soflae  principal 
servantts  of  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  minister,  who  couatenanced  the  bill;  while,  on  die 
other  haiid,  he  was,  on  tbb  oecasicm,  supported  .by  certain 
<Mif$  of  the  oppositkn,  and  the  disputes  were  maintained 
Wilh'Mtraordifiary  eagerness  and  warmth.  The  principal 
Oh^tions  imported,  timi  «u^  restrictions  on  marriage 
Ififtuld  damp  th^  spirit  ^f  kwe  and  propagation ;  promote 
mtreenary  matehes,  to  the  niin  of  domestic  happiness,  as 
weHas  to  the  prejudice  of  <  posterity  and  population  ;  imt 
|)ede  the  circulation  of  property,  by  preserving  the  Wealth 
6f^  kingdom  among  a  kind  of  aristocracy  of  <^ulent 
fakttilies,  who  would  always  intermarry  within  their  own 
pale;  subject  the  poor  to  many  incot^venlences,  and  extra* 
ordinary  expense,  from  the  nature  of  the  {arms  to  he 
ICibserved ;  and  throw  an  addltiotial  power  into  the  hands  of 
die  chancellor.  They  aSrmed,  that  no  human  power  had 
a  right  to  dissolve  a  vow  solemnly  made  in  the  sight  of 
heaven :  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill  prevented  clan- 
destine marriages,'  it  would  encourage  fornication  and  de^ 
bauchery,  insomuch  ^  tlie  parties  restrained  from  indulging 
their  mutual  passie«is  in  an  honourable  manner,  would  be 
tempted  to  gtatify  them  by  stealdi,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
reputation.  In  a  word,  they  foresaw  a  great  number  of 
^ik  in  the  train  of  dits  bill,  which  have  not  yet  been  real-^ 
ited^  On  th6  other  side,  iu  advocates  endeavoured  to 
refute  these  arguments,  and  some  of  them  spoke  with  great 
strength  and  precision.  The  UU  underwent  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  Alterations  and  amendments ;  which  were  not  effected 
without  violent  contest  and  altercation.  A^  length,  how- 
ever, it  was  floated  throtigh  both  houses  o&  the  tide  of  a 
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great  majprity,  and  steered  into  the  aafe  hiaiKmr  of  rofti 
approbation.  Certain  it  is^  the  abuse  of  cUodeatine  mar- 
riage might  have  been  removed  upon  much  eaiier  terms 
than  those  imposed  upon  the  subject  by  this  bill,  which^ 
after  all,  hath  been  found  ineff^tucd,  as  it  may  be  easily 
eluded  by  a  short  voyage  to  the  con^oeDt,  or  a  moderate 
journey  to  North  Britain,  where  the  indissoluble  Imot  may 
be  tied  without  scruple  or  interruption* 

$  XXVII.  Over  and  above  these  new  statutes  there 
were  some  other  subjects  which  occasionally  employed  the 
attention  of  the  commons ;  such  as  the  state  of  the  British 
sugar  colonies,  which  was  considered,  in  consequeace  of 
petitions  presented  by  the  sugar  refiners  and  grocers  of 
London,  Westminster,  and  Bristol,  complaining  of  the  ex- 
orbitant price  demanded  and  given  fcMr  sugars  imported  feom 
Jamaica ;  desiring  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Jamsuca 
might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quantities  of  ground 
for  raising  sugar  canes,  or  that  they  (the  petitioners)  might 
have  leave  to  import  muscovado  sugars  from  other  cchuh 
tries,  when  the  price  of  those  imported  from  Jamaica  should 
exceed  a  certain  rate.  This  reoKHistrance  was  taken  into 
consideration  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  bouse ;  and  a 
great  number  of  evidences  and  papevs  being  examined,  thky 
resolved,  that  the  peopling  of  Jamaica  with  white  inhabi- 
tants, and  cultivating  the  lands  thereof,  would  be  the  moa^ 
proper  measure  for  securing  that  island,  and  increasing  the 
trade  and  navigation  between  it  and- Great  Britain,  aod 
other  parts  of  his  majesty's  dominions ;  that  the  endeavours 
hitherto  used  by  the  legislature  of  Jansaica  to  inetease  th$ 
number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  enforce  the  cultivation  of 
lands,  in  the  manner  that  mig^t  best  conduce  to  the  security 
and  defence  of  that  island,  had. not  be^  efifectual  for  these 
purposes.  The  house  ordered  a  biU  to  be  founded  on  these 
resolutions;  but  this  was  postponed,  until  the  ministry 
should  receive  more  full  information  touching  the  true  state 
of  that  island.  The  planters  of  Jamaica  laboured  under 
many  grievances  and  hardships,  from  divers  heavy  imposi- 
tions and  restrictions ;  and  a  detail  of  these  was  transmit* 
ted  in  a  representation  to  his  majesty,  which  was  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners  of  trade  and 
plantations*     The  cause  of  the  planters  was  defended  viga- 
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r&mkf^  Md  maoagsd  im  the  hovse  of  comttoos  by  alderman 
BeddEbrd,  a  gefilkinaii  of  yaat  possessions  in  the  island  of 
JsBiaica,  who  perfectly  well  understood,  and  strenuously 
supported  die  kltetiest  of  that  his  native  country. 

$  XXVIII.  Abortive  also  proved  the  attempt  to  estab-^ 
lish  a  law  for  keeping  an  laanual  register  of  marriages, 
births,  deaths,  the  individuals  who  received  alms,  and  the 
total  number  of  people  in  Gireat  Britain.  A  bill  for  this 
porpose  was  ymwtmtd  b^  Mr.  Potter,  a  gentleman  of  preg- 
uot  ^partS)  and  spirited  elocution :  who,  enumerating  the 
advantages  of  such  a  law,  observed,  that  it  would  ascertain 
the  nnnober.  of  the  people:,  and  the  ccdlective  strength  of  the 
nation;  consequently,  po^nt  out  those  places  where  there  is 
a  defect  or  excess  of  popul^ition,  and  certainly  determine 
wkether  «  general  natm^zatiou  would  be  advantageous  or 
[gejodkial  to  the  community;  that  it  would  decide  what 
number  of  men  might,  on  any  sudden  emergency,  be  levied 
for  the  deji^ce  of  the  kingdom ;  smd  whether  the  nation  i^ 
gainer  or  loser,  by  eendiag  its  natives  to  settle,  and  our 
troi^  to  defend  distant  colonies;  that  it  would  be  the 
means  of  establishing  a  local  administration  of  civil  govern; 
ment,  or  a  police  upon  certain  fixed  principles,  the  want  of 
which  hath  been  long  a  reproach  to  the  nation,  a  security  to 
vice,  and  an  encouragement  to  idleness;  that  in  many  cases 
where  all^  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would  enable  suitors 
to  recover  their  right  in  courts  of  justice,  facilitate  an  equsd 
^  equitable  asseasmeat  in  raising  the  present  taxes,  and 
laying  future  impOfiitiMis;  specify  the  lineal  descents,  rela* 
tions,  and  alliances  of  families  i  lighten  the  intolerable  bur* 
dens  incurred  hyth^  public,  from  innumerable  and  absurd 
regulations  relating  to  the  poor:  provide  for  them  by  a 
more  equal  exertion  of  humanity,  and  effectually  screen 
them  from  all  rbk  of  perishing  by  hunger,  cold,  cruelty, 
aad  oppression.  Whether  such  a  law  would  have  answered 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  its  patron,  we  shall  not  pretend 
to  determine;  thought  in  our  opinion,  it  must  have  been 
attended  with  very  salutary  consequences,  particularly  in 
restrainbg  the  hand  of  robbery  and  violence,  in  detecting 
fraud^  bridling  the  ferpejty  of  a  licentious  people,  and  estab* 
lishing  a  happy  system  of  order  and  subordination.  At  first 
the  bill  ^net  with  Uule  oppoMtion,:except  from  Mn  Thorn* 
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tMy  ifxtember  for  die  tkj  of  York,  vrho  ittveigbfcd  ftgaioKt  Uf 
with  great  fervour,  as  a  measure  thai  savountd  of  Freneb 
policy,  to  which  the  English  nation  tvet  had  the  utmdsl 
aversion.  He  afirmed,  that  the  me^Kxl  ki  which  it  was 
proposed  this  register  should  be  kept  would  furtoish  die  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  with  t6fi(inUal  opffortunities  of  know- 
ing the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  nation ;  that  it  wouM 
empower  an  ill  designing  minister  to  eitecute  atiy  schemo 
subversive  of  public  liberty,  invest  parish  and  petty  offitesni 
of  the  peace  with  ejK^rbitant  powers,  and  cost  die  tation- 
about  fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  carry  the  «ch<me  imd 
executiom  These  arguments,  which  Ive  apprehend,  are 
extremly  frivolous  and  incondu^i^^e,  had  great  weight  with 
a  considerable  number,  who  jointed*  hk^he  opposition,  white 
the  ministry  stood  neutral.  NtverlJufleSs,  after  having  on*- 
dergone  some  amendments,  k  was  cQnveyedto  the*lorda,b]f 
whom  it  was,  at  the  second  readiiig,  thrown  out,  as  a  scheme 
of  very  dangerous  tendeticy.  The  legislature  of  Great  Bri- 
tain have,  on  some  occasions,  been  more  startled  at  thedis4 
tant  shadow  of  a  bare  possibility,  than  at  the  real  approach 
of  the  most  dangerous  innovatiom 

$  XXIX.  From  the  usual  deliberation^  tn  civil  and 
commercial  concerns,  the  attention  of  the  parliament,  which 
had  seldom  or  never  turned  Upon  literary  avocations,  wa6 
called  off  by  an  extraordinary  subject  of  this  nature.  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  the  celebrated  physician  and  naturati^, 
well  known  through  all  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe 
for  his  ample  collection  of  rarities,  culled  from  the  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  as  well  as  of  antiquities 
and  curiosities  of  art,  had  directed,  in  his  last  wiU,  that  this 
valuable  museum,  together  with  his  numerous  library^ 
should  be  offered  to  the  parliament,  for  the  use  of  the  public, 
in  consideration  of  their  paying  a  c^rtaiti  sum,  in  towt* 
pensation,  to  his  heirs.  His  terms  were  embraced  by 
the  commons,  who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  whole,  supposed  to  be  worth  four  times  that  sum  ; 
and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchasing  this  nmseum, 
together  with  the  Harieian  collection  of  manuSfcrlpts,  s6 
denominated  from  its  founder,  Robert  Harley,  earl  of 
Oxford,  lotd  high  treasurer  ot  England,  and  no^  offered  to 
the  public  by  his  daughter,  fhe  dUtchess  of  Portland,     ft 
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tat  pvDpOMd^'liiai  theM  pvirelias6t  ah6iiM  be  j<]3iied  to  the 
iusmm  CottoiUfta  Klmiry,  a«d  a  suitable  rvpositoly  provi- 
ded^ t)itm  and  the  Mag's  library,  wbieh  had  loog  lain 
•egkated  aaxl  expbaad  to  the  injuries  of  the  weathtr  ia  the 
bld^4orautbry  at  Wentnamter.  •  Accordingly,  trustees  anct 
govermrs,  contiittng  of  die  most  eminent  persons  Of  the 
kSagdom,  were  appointed,  and  regulations  established  for 
the  management  of  this  noble  museunti  which  was  deposit^ 
ed  in  Montagu  honas,  one  of  the  most  magnifitent  edificea 
k  Engfamd)  where  It  is  subjected,  witlH>ut  reserve,  to  the 
view  of  the  public,  under  certain  necessary  restricttons,  and 
eAibita  a  ^orious  monument  of  national  taste  and  liber* 
ttity.'  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  session  of  parliament 
ins  rioted  by  hb  majesty,  who  mentioned  nodiing  particu* 
hr  in  his  spcvch,  but  diet  the  state  of  fdreign  afiktrs  had 
mffiered  no  alteration  ausce  their  meeting. 

^  XXX.  The  genius  of  the  English  people  is  perhaps 
iacompatiblc  with  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity;  if  it  is  not 
rofled  by  fiDrrign  pnovocations^  or  agitated  1^  unpopular 
aicasnrea  of  domestic  administratioo,  it  will  undergo  tem- 
porary fermentations  from  the  turbulent  ingredients  inhe- 
rent in  its  own  constitution.  Tumults  are  excked,  and 
&ction  kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy,  by  incidents  of 
the  most  frhrdous  nature.  At  diis  juncture  the  metropolis 
sf  England  was  divided  and  discomposed  in  a  surprising 
mmmerv  ^7  ^  dispute  in  itsdf  of  ao  little  consequence  to 
the  community,  daat  it  coidd  not  deserve  a  place  in  a  gen* 
oral  history,  if  it  did  not  vefvt  to  convey  a  characteristio 
idea  of  the  EngHsh  naiiott*  In  the  be|^nning  of  the  year 
an  obsoire  damsel,  of  low  degree,  whose  name  was  Eliza-, 
beth  Canning,  faomulgalsed  a  repoit,  which  in  a  little  time 
attraeied  the  attention  of 'die  public  She  affirmed,  that 
m,  the  firat  day  of  the  new  year,  at  night,  she  was  seized 

i  The  Kbr^  of  sir  U«n8  SlCMUie  oonsisted  of  above  fifty  thousaiid  Tolumefly 
inelading  about  three  hundred  and  filly  books  ordi*awings,  and  three  thousand  five 
tMMrfiwt  muA  sixteen  roamuerlptt,  heaidM  a  multitude,  of  prints.  The  museum 
cosiipre|«ended  an  infinite  number  of  medals,  coins,  urns,  utensils,  seals,  cameos, 
intellias,  precious  stones,  yessels  of  agate  and  j^per,  chtystals,  spars,  fossils, 
Witsis,  wvfraKovea,  earths*  sands,  ndts,  bjtuiAeiis,  stt)|>hQrs,  amber,  ambergrise, 
talcs  mine,  testacea,  corals,  spoqgcs,  echiniy  echeuites,  asteriaB^  trochi,  crustatia, 
•KMib  mnr'mx,  fiahea,  ¥irds,  eggs,  an4  nests,  vipers,  aertients,  ^iia&nipjBds,  inseeta, 
hwrns^  eaktUAy  anatomical  prepamtjens,  seeds,  gums,  roots,  dned  plants,  pictures, 
drawings,  and  matbematkaJ  iMStruments.  All  these  articles,  with  a  short  account 
tfeacb^  are  ai»^fied  in  ^hiH  y^igbt  voluaaes  in  foUQ>  and  ei|^  in  qqarto. 
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'  nnd^  Becflam  wafl  by  two  nrikns,  who  havifig  stripped 
her  of  her  upper  apparel^  secured  her  mouth  widi  a  §9g^ 
and  threatened  to  murder  her  should  she  nmke  the  least 
^  noise ;  that  they  conveyed  her  on  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a 
place  called  Enfieldwash,  and  brou|^  her  to  the  house  ot 
one  Mrs.  Wells,  where  she  was  pillaged  of  her  stays ;  and, 
because^  she  refused  to  turn  prostitute,  confined  in  a  coid, 
damp,  separate,  and  unfurnished  aparUnent;  where  she 
remained  a  whole  month,  wMHMit  atty  other  sisitenance 
than  a  few  stale  crusts  of  bread,*  and  about  a  ^ion  of 
water;  till  at  length  she  forced  her  way  through  a  window, 
and  ran  home  to  her  mother's  house,  almost  naked,  in  the 
night  of  the  twenty^ninth  of  January.  This  story,  impro^ 
baUe  and  unsupported,  operated  so  strongly  on  the  paasioas 
of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aldermanbury,  where 
Canning's  mother  lived,  and  particulaiiy  among  fanatics  of 
all  denominations,  that  thty  raiwd  voluntary  contributtoos, 
with  surprising  eagerness,  m  order  to  tu-ing  the  supposed 
delinquents  to  justice.  Warrants  were  granted  for  appro* 
bending  Wells,  who  kept  the  house  at  Enfieldwash,  and  her 
accomplices,  the  servant  maid,  whose  name  was  Virtue 
Hall,  and  one  Squires,  an  old  gipsey  woman,  which  last 
was  charged  by  Canning,  of  having  robbed  her  of  her 
staysr  Wells,  though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  pun- 
ished as  a  bawd.  Hall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but 
afterwards  recanted.  Squires,  the  gipsey,  was  convicted 
of  the  robbery,  though  she  produced  undoubted  evidenoe 
to  prove  that  she  was  at  Abbotsbury  in  Dorsetshire  that 
very  night  in  which  the  felony  was  said  to  be  committed, 
and  Canning  and  her  friends  fell  into  divers  contradioti^as 
during  the  course  of  the  triak  By  this  time  the  prepos- 
session of  the  common  peojde  in  her  favour  had  risen  to 
such  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  that  the  most  palpable  truths 
which  appeared  on  the  other  side,  had  no  other  effect  thtti 
that  of  exasperating  them  to  the  most  dangerous  degree  of 
rage  and  revenge.  Some,  of  the  witnesses  for  Squires, 
though  persons  of  unblemished  character,  were  so  intimi- 
dated, that  they  durst  not  enter  the  court ;  and  those  who 
had  resolution  enough  to*  give  evidence  in  her  behalf,  ran 
the  risk  of  assassination  from  the  vulgar  that  surrotutded 
^e   place.     On  this  occasion^  sir  Crisp  Gascoyne>  lord 
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mayor  of  Ldndofi,  b^hftved  with  that  laudable  courage  and 
Immaiiky  whidi  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  such  a  metropolis.     Considering  the  improhability 
of  the  charge,  the  heatv  partiality,  and  blind  enthusiasni 
with  which  h  was  prosecuted,  and  being  convinced  of  th^ 
old  woman's  innocence  by  a  great  number  of  affidavits, 
^oUmtarily  sent  up*<rom  the  country  by  persons  of  unques- 
tions^le  credKt,  he,  iii  conjunction  with  some  other  worthy 
dtkzensj  twolved  to  oppose  the  torrent  of  vulgar  prejudice; 
Applitatioit  was  tnade  to  the  throne  for  mercy :  the  case  was 
referreil  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  who,  having 
eleafliijied  the  evidtoce*on  both  sides,  made  their  report  in 
iktroiil)  of  Squires  ttf  the  kmg  and  council;  and  this  poor 
old  crea<^ire  was  indulged  with  his  majest^^'s  pardon.    Thi^t 
afetr  was  now  sweHed  up  into  such  a  faction  as  divided 
die  gr^aler  part  of  the  kingdom,  including  the  rich  as  well 
as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  the  humMe.     Pamphlets 
afid  pasquinades  were  puUithed  on  both  sides  of  the  dis"" 
pttte,  which  became  the  general  topic  of  eotiverftation  in  aH 
assettA»Ue8,  and  ]Seoplfe  of  all  ranks  espoused  one  or  mother 
party  with  as  much  warmth  and  animosity  as  had  ever 
iaflamed  the  whigs  and  tortes,  even  at  the  most  rancorous 
period  of  their  opposition.      Subscriptions  were  o|>ened, 
and. large  sums  levied, on  one  side,  to  prosecute  for  perjury 
the  person*  on  whose  evidence  the  pardoa  liad  been  gmnt- 
ed.     On  die  other  hand,  those  who  had  4ntereisted  them- 
setoes  for  the  gipsey,  resolved  to  support  her  witnesses, 
and,  if  possrilde^  detett  the  imposture  of  Canning.     BiHs  of 
perjtiry  were  preferred  on  both  sidei.     The  evidences  for 
Squires' were  tried  smd  acquitted;  at  iirst  Canning  abscond* 
•d ;  but  afterwards  surrendered  to  take  her  trial,  and  being, 
alter  a  loiig^ hearing,  found  guilty,  was  transported  to  th^ 
Bisldshceloiiies.     Tht  2eal  of  her  friends,  however,  seem- 
sd'to  be  ilaflamed  by  her  conviction;  and  those  >t^ha  carHed 
on  the  prosecution  against  her  were  insulted,  even  to  ^the 
diiA^f  rf  their  fiVes*     They  supplied  her  with  necessaries 
clf'l^  softs,  psdd  for  her  transportation  in  a  private  ship, 
iN^i^i^^he  enjoyed  ^  the  comforts  and  conveniences  that 
.^Mld'tefc-  afforded  in  tha^  situadon,  and  furiiished  her  with 
stieh«#%e(itivnieiidations  as  secured  to  her  a  very  agreeable 
i£ee)^d>dfh  ki  New  Engtahd.  - 
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letters  pateat  to  be  registered.  Instead  of  obeyiiii^  these 
commands,  they  presented  new  remonstrances,  for  ansvrers 
to  which  they  were  referred  to  the  king's  former  declare 
tions*  In  consequence  of  this  intimation,  they  had  spirit 
enough  to  resolve,  **  That,  whereas  certain  evilminded 
"  persons  had  prevented  truth  from  reaching  the  throne, 
^^  the  chambers  remained  assembled,  and  all  other  business 
"  should  be  suspended.**  The  aiFuir  was  vpvf  become  ve^y 
serious*  liis  majesty,  by  fresh  letters  patent,  renewed  his 
orders,  and  commanded  them  to  proceed  with  their  ordi* 
nary  business,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  displeasure.  They 
forthwith  came  to  another  resolution,  importing,  that  they 
could  not  obey  this  ii\j unction  without  a  breach  of  their  duty 
and  their  oath.  Next  day  lettres  de  cachet  were  issued. 
banishing  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  all  the  members, 
except  those  of  the  great  chamber,  which  the  court  did  not 
find  more  tractable  than  their  brethren.  They  forthwith 
resolved  to  abide  by  the  two  resolutions  mentioned  above.; 
and,  as  an  instance  of  their  unshaken  fortitude,  ordered  an 
ecclesiastic  to  be  taken  into  custody  for  refusing  the  sacra* 
ments.  This  spirited  measure  involved  them  in  th^  fate  of 
the  rest;  for  they  were  also  exiled  from  Paris,  the  citizc^us 
of  which  did  not  fail  to  extol  their  conduct  with  the  loudest 
encomiums,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  their  resent- 
ment against  the  clergy,  who  could  not  stir  abroad  wiihout 
being  exposed  to  violence  or  insult.  The  example  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris  was  followed  by  that  of  Roiien,  which 
had  courage  enough  to  issue  orders  for  apprehending  the 
bishop  of  Evreux,  because  he  had  refused  to  appear  when 
summoned  to  their  tribunaL  Their  decrees  on  this  occar 
sion  being  annulled  by  the  king's  counsel  of  state,  they 
presented  a  bold  remonstrance,  which,  however,  had  no- 
other  effect  than  that  of  exasperating  the  ministry.  A  grand 
deputation  being  ordered  to  attend,  the  king,  they  weri; 
commanded  to  desist  from  intermeddling  in  disputes  rela« 
ting  to  the  refusal  of  the  sacraipents,  and  to  register  thia 
injunction.  At  their  return  they  had  recourse  tp  a  ne^iy 
remonstrance ;  and  one  of  their  principal  counsellors,  who 
had  spoken  freely  in  the  debates  on  this  subject,  was  arrest- 
ed by  a  party  of  dragoons,  who  carried  him  prisoner  to  th^ 
qastle  of  Dourlens.     In  a  word,  |he  body  of  ^  P^pl9 
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declared  for  the  parliament^  in  opposition  to  ecclesiastical 
tyranny ;  and,  bad  ^hey  not  been  overawed  by  a  formidable 
standing  army,  would  certainly  have  taken  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  Ubjarties?  while  the  monarch  weakly  sufr 
fcred  himself  tpbe  governed  by  priesdy  delusions;  and, 
Secure  in  his  military  appointment,  seemed  to  set  the  rest  of 
iis  objects  at  defiance.  Apprehensive,  however,  thaf  thwtJ 
disputes  would  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  he,  by  letters  patent,  established  a  royal  chamber 
for  the  prosecution  of  suits  civil  and  criminal,  which  was 
opened  with  a  solemn  mass  performed  in  the  queen's  chapel 
at  the  JLouvre,  where  all  the  members  assisted.  On  this 
occasion  another  difficult  occurred.  The  letters  patent, 
constituting  this  new  court,  ought  to  have  been  registered 
by  the  parliament,  which  was  now  no  more.  To  remedy 
this  defect,  application  was  made  to  the  inferior  court  of  th« 
Cfaateleti  which  refusing  to  register  them,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers was  committed  to  the  Bastile,  and  another  absconded. 
Intimidated  by  this  exertion  of  despotic  power,  they  allowed 
the  king's  officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  register ;  but 
afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  resolutions.  The  lieu* 
Ijenai^t  civil  appearing  in  their  court,  all  the  counsellors  rose 
up  and  retired,  leaving  him  alone,  aud  on  the  table  an  arret,  . 
importing,  that  whereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  their 
members,  the  prosecution  of  another,  who  durst  not  appear, 
and  the  present  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  them  just 
apprehension  for  their  own  persons,  they  had,  after  mature 
deliberation,  thought  proper  to  retire.  Thus  a  dangerous 
ferment  wa&  excited  by  the  king's  espousing  the  cause  of 
spiritual  indolence  and  oppression  against  the  general  voice 
of  hJ8  people,  and  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and 
common  sense. 

$  XXXiy.  The  property  of  East  Friezland  continued 
still  to  be  the  source  of  contention  between  the  electors  of 
Brandenburgh  an^  Hanover.  The  interest  of  his  Britannic- 
majesty  being  powerfully  supported  by  the  house  of  Austria,, 
iflli^minister  <^  that  power  at  the  diet  proposed  that  the 
affair  should  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration.  Hp 
was  seconded  by  the  minister  of  Brunswick ;  but  the  envoy 
from  9randenburgh,  having  protested  in  form  against  this 
procedvu'e^  withdrievr  from  the  assembly,  and  the  Brunswick 
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minister  made  a  counter  protestation,  after  which  he  also 
retired.  Then  a  motion  being  made,  that  this  dispute 
should  be  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  aulick  counsel  at 
Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
fourteen  voices*  His  Prussian  majesty's  final  declaration 
with  regard  to  this  affair  was  afterwards  presented  to  the 
diet,  and  answered  in  the  sequel  by  a  memorial  from  hb 
Britannic  majesty  as  elector  of  Hanover.  Some  other  petty 
disputes  likewise  happened  between  the  regency  of  Han- 
over and  the  city  of  Munster;  and  the  former  claiming 
Isome  bailiwics  in  the  territories  of  Bremen,  sequestered 
certain  revenues  belonging  to  this  city,  in  Stade  and  Ferden, 
tiU  these  claims   should  be  satisfied. 

§  XXXV.  The  court  of  Vienna  having  dropped  for 
the  present  the  scheme  for  electing  a  king  of  the  Romans, 
concluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  with  the  duke  of 
Modena,  stipulating,  that  his  serene  highness  should  be 
appointed  perpetual  governor  of  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  with 
a  salary  of  ninety  thousand  florins,  on  condition  that  he 
should  maintain  a  body  of  four  thousand  men,  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  empress  queen ;  that  her  Imperial  majesty 
should  have  a  right  to  place  garrisons  in  the  citadels  of 
M irandola  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  castle  of  Massa- 
Carrara:  that  the  archduke  Peter  Leopold,  third  son  of 
their  Imperial  majesties,  should  espouse  the  daughter  of 
the  hereditary  prince  of  Modena,  by  the  heiress  of  Massa- 
Carrara ;  and  in  case  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male,  the 
estates  of  that  house  and  the  dutchy  of  Mirandola  should 
devolve  to  the  archduke ;  but  in  case  of  her  having  male 
issue,  that  she  should  enjoy  the  principality  of  Fermia,  and 
other  possessions  in  Hungary,  claimed  by  the  duke  of 
Modena,  for  her  fortune:  finally,  that  on  the  extinction 
of  the  male  branch  of  the  house  of  Este,  all  the  dominions 
of  the  duke  of  jModena  should  devolve  to  the  house  of 
Austria* 

§  IJLXXVI.  While  the  powers  on  the  continent  of  Et- 
rope-  were  thus  en>ployed  in  strengthening  their  respective 
interests,  and  concerting  measures  for  preventing  any  inter* 
ruption  of  the  general  tranquillity,  matters  were  fast  ripen- 
ing to  a  fresh  ruptur^  between  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  in  different  parts  of  ffprth  America.     We 
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have  already  observed  that  commissaries  had  been  afipoint- 
ed,  and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  determine  the  disr 
putes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to  the  boundaries  of 
Nova  Scotia;  and  we  took  notice  in  general  of  the, little 
arts  of  evasion  practised  by  the  French  commissarjies,  to 
darken  and  perplex  the  dispute,  and  elude  the  pretensions 
of  his  Bri^nnic  majesty*  They  persisted  in  employing 
these  arts  of  chicanery  and  cavil  with  such  perseverance, 
that  th^  ne^gotiation  proved  abortive,  the  conferences  broke 
up,  and  every  thing  seemed  to  portend  approaching' hostili-^ 
ties*  But,  before  we  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  incidetits 
which  were  the  immediate  forerunners  of  the  war,  we  will 
endeavour  to  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  dispute  concernit^g 
Nova  Scotia;  which,  we  apprehend,  is  but  imperfectly 
understood,  though  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  interest 
•f  Great  Britain* 

$  XXXVII.  Nova  Scotia,  called  by  the  French  Acadia* 
lies  between  the  forty- fourth  and  fiftieth  degrees  of  north, 
latitude,  having  New  England  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to 
die  south  and  southwest,  and  the  river  and  Gulph  of  St^ 
Lawrence  to  the  north  and  northeast*  The  winter,,  which 
continues  near  seven  months  in  this  country,  is  intensely 
cold ;  and  without  the  intervention  of  any  thing  that  caa 
be  called  spring,  it  is  immediately  succeeded  by  a  summer,^ 
the  heat  of  which  is  almost  insupportable,  but  of  fio  loi^ 
oontinuance*  The  soil  in  general  is  thin  and  barren^  thou^; 
some  parts  of  it  are  said  to  be  equal  to  the  best  land  ia 
England* .  The  whole  country  is  covered  with  a  perpetuaV 
fog,  even  after  the  summer  has  commenced*  It  wa^  first 
possessed  by  the  French,  before  they  made  any  establish- 
ment in  Canada ;  who,  by  dint  of  industry  and  indefatiga* 
ble  perseverance,  in  struggling  with  the  many  difiiculties 
they  necessarily  laboured  under  in  the  inf;;|ncy  of  thi& 
settlement,  subsisted  tolerably  well,  and  increased  consider- 
ably, with  very  litde  assistance  from  Europe :  whilst  we^ 
even  now^  should  lose  the  infimense  expense  we  have  already 
been  at  to  settle  a  colony  there,  and  should  see  all  our 
endeavours  to  that  end  defeated,  if  the  support  of  the  royal 
hand  was  withdrawn  but  for  a  moment*  This  country,  by 
&e  possession  of  which  an  enemy  would  be  enabled  greatly 
to  aonoy  all  our  other  colonies,  and,  if  in  the  hands  of  the 
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French,  would  be  of  singular  service  both  to  their  fishery 
and  their  sugar  islands,  has-  frequently  changed  hsmds  from 
the  French  to  the  English,  and  from  the  English  back  again 
to  the  French,  till  our  right  to  it  was  finally  setded  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all  the 
country  included  within  the  ancient  limits  of  what  was 
called  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,  was  ceded  to  the  English. 
This  article  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  : 
but,  for  want  of  ascertaining  distinctly  what  were  the  bounds 

•.bteftded  to  be  fixed  by  die  two  nations  with  respect  to  thi^ 
province,  disputes  arose,  and  commissaries,  as  we  have 
•bserved,  were   appointed    by    both   sides,   to  adjust  the 

\    litigation* 

§  XXXVIII.  The  comtoissaries  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  conformed  themselves  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
treaty  itself,  and  assigned  those  as  the  ancient  limits  of  this 
country  which  had  always  parsed  as  such,  from  the  very 
dariicbt  time  of  any  certainty,  down  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
treat)' ;  which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared  tor 
be  such,  and  which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and 
allowed.  These  limits  are,  the  southern  bank  of  the  riVer 
Su  Lawrence  to  the  noi  th,  and  P^ntagoet  to  the  west : 
the  country  situated  between  these  boundaries  is  that  which 
the  French  received  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains,  in  the 
y«ar  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-two,  under  the 
general  name  of  Acadia.  Of  this  bountry,  thus  limited, 
they  continued  in  possession  from  that  period  to  the  year 
^ne  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty^four,  when  a  descent 
was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Sedg** 
Ivick.  That  these  were  then  the  undisputed  limits  of 
Acadia,  his  Britannic  majesty's  commissaries  ,  plainly 
proved,  by  a  letter  of  Lewis  XIIL  to  the  Sieurs  Charnisay^ 
and  La  Tou^  regulating  their  jurisdictions  in  Acadia;  by 
the  subsequent  commissions  of  the  French  king  to  the  same 
persons,  as  governors  of  Acadia,  in  the  sequel;  and  by 
that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  Sieur  Denys,  itt 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four ;  all  of 
which  extend  the  bounds  of  this  country  from  tfie  river  St. 
Lawrence  to  Pentagoet  and  New  England.  That  these 
were  the  notions  of  the  French  with  respett  to  the  andiedi 
limits    of  this    province    was    further  conflt-med   b^    At 
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demand  made  by  tbeir  ambassador,  in  l)ie  coiiiie  cff  thai 
same  year,  for  the  restitution  of  the  forts  Pentagoet,  St4 
Johns  and  Port  Royal,  as  farts  situated  in  Acadia.  Atk 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sizty^two,  upon  the 
revival  of  the  claim  of  Frante  to  the  Country  of  Acadi^ 
which  had  been  left  undecided  by  the  treaty  of  Westmin- 
ster, the  French  ambassador,  then  at  the  court  of  London, 
assigned  Penugoet  as  the  westom,  and  the  river  St.  Law« 
rence  as  the  northern  boundary  of  that  country ;  and  alleged 
die  restitution  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun« 
dred  and  diirty-two,  and  the  possession  uken  by  France  in 
consequence  thereof,  as  weU  as  the  continuation  of  that 
possession,  with  the  same  limits,  to  the  year  one  th6usand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  proofs  of  the  equity  ahd  VA* 
lidity  of  the  claim  he  then  made :  in  which  claim,  and  in 
the  manner  of  supporting  it,  he  was  particularly  approved 
of  by  the  court  of  France.  The  same  court  afterwards 
thought  it  so  clear,  upon  former  determinations,  and  her 
own  former  possessions,  that  the  true  ancient  boundaries  of 
Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  the  west,  and  the  river  St«  Law* 
rence  to  the  north,  that  she  desired  no  specification  at 
limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was  contented  with  the 
restitution  of  Acadia ;  generally  named :  and  upon  a  dis- 
pute which  arose  in  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  Prance 
reasserted,  and  Great  Britain  after  some  discussion,  agveed 
to  the  abovementioned  limits  of  Acadia ;  and  .France 
obtsuned  possession  of  that  country,  so  bounded,  under  the 
treaty  of  Breda.  The  sense  of  France  upon  this  subject, 
in  the  years  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and 
one  thotisatid  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  was  also 
clearly  maiufested,  in  the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time 
by  the  .French  ambassador  at  the  court  of  London,  com* 
pfa^ing  of  some  encroachments  made  by  the  English  upon 
the  costst  of  Acadia  :  he  described  the  country  as  extend- 
ing from  isle  Percee,  whicfa-lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  to  St.  Greorge'«  island:^ and  again,  in  a  sub« 
sequent  complaint,  made  by  monsieur  Barillon  and  moi^ 
sieutde  Bonrepaustothe  court  of  Great  Britain,  against  the 
judge  of  Pemaqoid,  for  having  seized  the  effects  of  a 
Frencb.  merchsmt  at  Pentagoet,  which,  said  they,  was 
sitwted  in  Acadia,  as  restore  to  Fhmce  by  the  treaty  cS 
Vol.  IIL  X 
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Brccku  To  e^tplein  the  sense  of  France,  touchliig  i3» 
bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  yew  cme  thousand  seven  hundredi 
the  BriUshcon^missaries  produced  a'propo&al  of  the  French 
ambassador,  then  residing  in  Great  Britain,  to  restndn  the 
^jnits  of  that  country  to  the  river  St.  George*  They  also 
instanced  the  -  surrender  of  Port  Boyal  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten,  in  which  Acadia  is 
described  with  the  same  limitS/with  which  Franee  hadre^ 
eeived  it  in  ihe  years  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty^ 
two,  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty ^seveiw  And 
further  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  both  crowns,  even  at  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  itself,  they  produced  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain^s  instructions  to  her  ambassadors  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  bjundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they  were 
directed  to  insist,  ^^  That  his  most  christian  majeaty  should 
^*  quit  aH  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  of  any  former  treaty,  or 
^^  otherwise,  to  the  country  called  Nova  Scotia,  and  ex- 
"  pr^ssly  to  Port  Royal,  otherwise  Annapolis  RoyaU**  To 
ihese  they  added  a  manifest  demonstration,  founded  on 
indisputable  facta,  proving  that  the  recital  of  the  several  sorts 
of  right  which  France  had  ever  pretended  to  this  country, 
Md  the  specification  of  bodh  terms^  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia^ 
were  intended  by  Great  Britain  to  obviate  all  doubts,  which 
bad  ^yer  been  made  concerning,  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to 
comprehend  with  more  *  certainty  all  that  country  which 
France  had  ever  received  as  such :  finally,  to  specify  what 
Fraivce  considered  as  Acadoa-  During  the  treaty,  they 
i^eferred  to  the  offers  of  thsA  crown  in  the  year  one  thou- 
smd  ^even  hundred  and  twelve,  in  which  she  proposed  to 
restrain  th^  boundary  of  Acadia  to  the  river  St.  George, 
aa  a  djeparture  from  its  real  boundary,  kr  case  Grewt  ^Britain 
would  restore  to  her  die  possession  o£  that  country.  From 
all  thesefacts  it  plainly  appears  that  Great.Britain  demand- 
ed noting  but  what  ^e  £sir  construction  of  the  words  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  necessarily  implies;  and!  that  it  is 
im^QssiUe  f6r  any  thing  tio .  have  more  evident  marks 
o£  -Candour  and  fairness  in  it,  than  ,thei  demand  of  the 
English  cm  this  occasion.  From  the  variety  of  evidence 
brought  in  support  of  this  clsUm,  it  evidently  results,  that 
the  £i)glish  commissaries  assigned  no  limits  as  the  ancient  " 
limits  of  Acadia,  but  those  which  France  hetsdf  deter- 
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mined  to  be  9uch  in  the  year  one  thcntand  six  bondred  and 
tlur^-two ;  and  wfaich  she  possessed^   in  consequence   of 
that  determination,  till  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty-four;  that  in  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty* 
two  France  claimed,  and  received  in  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-«ine,  the  country  which  Great  Britain  now  claims 
as  Acadia,  restored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  und€r 
diat  general  denomination  :  that  France  never  oonsidared 
Acadia,  as  having  any  other  limits  than  those  which  weft 
assigned  to  [it  ftt>ui  the  year  ona  diottsand  six  hundred 
and  thir^'two,  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ten ;  and  that,  by  the  treaty  of  XJtrecht,  she  engaged 
to  tranfer  that  very  same  eountry  as  Atadia^  which  France 
has  always  asserted  and  possessed,  and  Oreat  Britain  now 
claims,  as  such.     Should  the  crown  of  France,  therefore, 
be  ever  wilHng  to  decide  what  are  die  ancient  limits  of 
Acadta,  b^  her   own  declarations  so  frequently  made  ht 
like  discussions  upon  the  same  point,  by  her  possessions  of 
diis  conntry  for  ahnost  a  century,  and  by  her  descrip^a  of 
Acadia,  doriiig  the   negotiation  of  that  very  treaty  upon 
wlttch  diis  doubt  is  raised,  she  cannot  but  adnnt  ^  claim 
of  Great  Britain  to  be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  to  the  description  of  the  country  traiisferred  4o  Great 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty.     There  is  a 
consistency  In  the  churn  of  the  English,  and  a  complete- 
ness in  tiie  evidence  broi^ht  in  support  of  it,  which  is  seU 
dom  seen  in  discussicns  of  diis  sort ;  for  it  rarely  happens, 
in  disputes  of  such   a  nature  between  two  crowns,  that 
either  of  them   can  safely  offer  to  have   its  pretensions 
decided  by  the  known  and  repeated  detlaratibns,  or   the 
possessions  of  the  odier.      To  answer  Ibe  force  of  this 
detaU  of  conclusive  histoi*ical  facts,-  and  to  give  a  new  t«m 
to  the  real  question  in  dispute,  the  French  commissaries^  in 
dieir  memorial,  laid  it  down  as  a  distinction  made  by  the 
treaty  of  Utredit,  that  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadiay  refer- 
red ta  by  that  tseaty,  are  different  from  any  with  which 
skmt  country   may   have  passed  under  the  treaties  of  9u 
Geraaains  and  Breda;  and  then  endeavour  to  shew,  upon 
the  testimoniies  of  maps  and  historians,  that  Acadia  and  its 
Ikniss  were  anciently  confined  to  the  southeastern  part  of 
die  peninsula.     In  support  of  Ms  system^  the  French  co4i* 
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missaries  had  recourse  to  ancient  maps  and  historians,  who^ 
as  they  asserted,  had  ever  confined  Acadia  to  the  limits 
they  assigned.  They  alleged,  that  diose  commissions  of 
the  French  government  over  Acadia,  which  the  English 
cited  as  evidence  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were  given  as 
commissions  over  Acadia  and  the  country  around  it,  and 
tiot  over  Acadia  only:  that  the  whole  of  the  country 
cWmed  by  the  English  as  Acadia,  could  not  possibly  he 
supposed  ever  to  be  considered  as  such,  because  many 
parts  of  diat  territory  always  did,  and  still  do,  preserve 
particular  and  distinct  names.  They  affirmed  New  France 
to  be  a  province  in  itself;  and  argued,  that  many  parts  of 
what  we  claim  as  Acadia  can  never  have  been  in  Acadia, 
because  historians  and  the  French  commissions  of  govenr- 
ment  expressly  place  them  in  New  France.  They  asserted, 
that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn  of  the  opinion  of  any  crown, 
with  respect  tp  the  limits  of  any  country,  from  its  declara- 
tion during  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty ;  and,  in  the  end, 
relying  upon  maps  and  historians  for  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  tiiey  pretended  that  the  express  restitution  of  St. 
Cermains  and  the  possession  taken  by  France  in  conse- 
quence of  the  treaty  of  Breda,*  after  a  long  discussion  of 
the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of  France  during  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  foreign  to  the  point 
in  question.  In  refutation  of  these  maxims,  the  English 
commissaries  proved,  from  an  examination  of  the  maps 
and  historians  cited  by  the  French  in  support  of  their  sys- 
tem, tiiat  if  this  question  was  to  be  decided,  upon  the 
authorities  which  they  themselves  allowed  to  belong,  and 
to  be  applicable  to  this  discussion,  the  limits  which  they 
assigned  were  utterly  inconsistent  widi  the  best  maps  of  all 
countries,  which  are  authorities  in  point  for  almost  every 
part  of  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  They  showed,  that 
the  French  historians,  Champlin  and  Denys,  and  particu- 
larly this  last,  with  his  commission  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  five,  assigned  the  same  northern 
and  western  limits  to  Acadia  which  they  did;  and  that 
£scarbot,  another  of  their  historians,  as  far  as  any  evidence 
can  be  drawn  from  his  writings,  agrees  entirely  with  the 
former  two.  They  observed,  thaf  all  these  evidences  fall 
iq  with  ^  confirin  the  better  authorities  of  treaties,  imd 
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die  seyeral  tmisactioiis  between  t^e  two  crowns  for  near  a 
century  past ;  and  that  the  French  cbmmUsaries,  by  devia- 
ting from  treaties,  and  the  late  proceeding  of  the  two 
crowns,  to  ancient  historians  and  maps,  only  made  a  tran- 
sition from  an  authendc  to  an  insuflkient  sort  of  evidence, 
and  led  the  English  commissaries  into  an  inquiry,  which 
proved,  that  both  the  proper  and  the  improper,  the  regular 
and  the  foreign  evidence,  upon  which  this  matter  had  been 
rested,  equally  confuted  the  limits  alleged  by  the  French 
comnMsaarics  as  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia. 
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$  I.  WHILE  the  BrttUh  mmiitry  depended  upoii 
the  success  of  the  oonferences  between  the  eommbsaries  of 
the  two  crowns  at  Patris,  die  French  were  actually  employe 
ed  in  executing  their  plans  of  encroachpent  upon  the 
BntiBh  colonies  in  Nordi  Aadcrica.  The  scheme  was  to 
engross  the  whole  fur  trade  of  that  continent,  and  they 
had  already  made  great  progress  in  extending  a  chain  of 
iortt,  connecting  their  settlements  on  the  riTsr  Mississippi 
with  theh*  possessions  in  Canada^  along  die  great  lakes  of 
Erie,  and  Oatario,  wlush  last  .issues  into  the  rirer  St.  Law* 
rence.  By  these  means  they  hoped  to  exclude  the  Eng&h 
from  all  comm«micaiion  and  traffic  with  the  IndKan  nackmsV 
even  those  that  laj  cOMiguoas  t(^  the  BriUsh  setdements, 
and  confine  them  witbm  a  line  of  their  drawings  beyond 
which  they  should  neither  extend  their  trade  nor  j^tota** 
tions.  Their  commercial  spirit  did  not  keep  apace  widi 
the  giigiimtic  strides-  of  t^eir  ambition :  they  couU  not  sup- 
ply all  those  Indians  widi-  the  necessaries  they  wanted,  so 
diat  many  <rf  the  usArtu  had  recourse  to  the  English  set- 
dements;  and  this  commerce  produced  a  comtemon,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Bridsfa  adventurers  ventured  to^ 
travel  widi,  mercbandiKe  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ohio,  that  runs  into  the  Mississippi,  a  great  way  on  the- 
odMv  side  of  die  Apatachiim  mountains,  beyond  which 
none  of  our  colpnists  had  ever  atcem^ed  to  penetrate. 
IW  tract  of  country  lying  along  die  Ohio  is  so  fer-* 
.die,  pteasant,  and  invidng,  and  die  Indians,  called  Twt|^ 
tees,  wha  inhabit  those  deligjhdut  plains,  were^  so  wdt 


Ig3  HI8T0RT  or  »|jSLAI9D.  17^53^ 

disposed  towards  a  close  aUianee  with  the  English,  that,  as 
far  back  as  the  jear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  siz- 
te^i,  Mr^  Spotswoodf  governor  of.  Virginia,  proposed  a 
plan  for  erecting  a  company  to  settle  such  lands  upon  diis 
river  as  should  be  ceded  to  them  by  ^treaty  with  the 
natives;  but  the  design  was  at  that  time  frustrated,  partly 
by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  British  ministry,  who 
mrre  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  the  French^  and  partly 
by  the  jealousies  and  divisions  subsisting  between  the  dif- 
ferent colonies  of  Great  Britain.  Tlie  very  same  circum- 
stances encouraged  the  French  to  proceed  in  their  profect 
of  invasion.  At  length,  they  penietrated  from  thel>anks  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  across  lake  Chamjdain,  and  upon 
the  territory  of  New  York  built  widi  impimity,  and,  indeed, 
without  opposition,  the  f<Ht  of  Crown  Point,  the  most 
insolent  and  dangerovis  encroachnKnt  that  they  had  hitherto 
carried  into  execution.  ' 

$  II.  Cvovemor  Spotswood's  scheme  tor  an  Ohio  com- 
pany was  revived  immediately  alter  die  peace  of  Aix-la- 
ChapeUe,  when  certain  merchants  of  London  who  traded 
to  Maryland  and  Virgima,  petitioned  the  government  on 
this  subject,  and  were  indulged  not  only  with  a  grant  of  a 
great  tract  of  ground  to  the  .southwwi  of  Pennsjdvania, 
which  they  i»^mised  to  settle,  but  also  with  an  exclusive 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  cm  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ohio.  This  design  no  sooner  transinred  than  the 
French  governor  of  Canada  took  the.  alarm,  and  wrote  let- 
ters to  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
giving  them  to  understand,  that  as  the  English  inhmd  tra- 
ders had  encroached  on  the  French  territories  and  privi- 
leges, by  trading  with  the  Indians  under  the  protection  of 
his  soirereign,  he  would  seize  them  wherever  they  could  be 
found,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  that  illicit 
prac^icct  No  regavd  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  he  next 
year  caused  three  British  traders  to  be  arrested.  Their 
effects  were  confiscated,  and  .  they  themiselves  conveyed  to 
Quebec,  from  whence  they  were  sent  priso^rs  to  RocheHe 
in  Fnmce,  and  there  detained  in  confinement.  In  th» 
situation  they  presented  a  remonstrance  to  the  earl  of  Albe- 
marle, at  that  time  English  ambassi^dor  at  Paris,  and  he 
claimmg  them  as  British  aubfect^i  >  (hey  were  set  at  liberty* 
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Althoagb*  itk  awwQt  to  bis  lordehip'B  m^iterial,  the  cdurt 
of  Versailles  promised  to  tnmsmit  orders  to  the  Frr*nch 
governors  in  America  to  use  all  their  endeavours  for  pre* 
venjting.  any  disputes  th^  oMghl  have  a  tendency  to  alter 
the  fp6d  correspondence  estaUishod  between  the  two 
H^tQns  I  in  all  probability  the  directions  given  were  seemt 
iftgly  the  very  reverse  of  these  profcssionst  for  the  French 
C€(n^inaiidera»  parUsans,  and  agents  in  America,  took  every 
Step  their  bu^y  genius  tould  suggest,  to  strengthen  tht^ir 
own  power  and  weaken  the.  influepce  of  the  £nglish,  by 
(tmbroiling  them  with  the  Indian  nations*  .  This  task  thejr 
found  the  more  easy,  as  the  natives  had  taken  oiTcnco 
ag^in^  th^  £nglith,  when  they  understood  that  their  lands 
^r^re  giveo  away  without  th«ir  ka&Mrkdge,  and  that  there 
was  a  i^'iga  to  build  lorts  in  ,sheir  countryi  withoujt 
their  coosecit  and  coHcurreBct.  Indeed  the  person  irhom 
the  n^w  company  employed  to  survey  the  banks  of  the 
Qhio  concealed  his  design  so.  carefully,  and  behaved  ill 
other  respects  in  such  a  dark  and  mysterious  nsaonet-)  .as 
could  not  fail  to  Arouse  the  jealousy  of  a, people  naturally 
idquisitive,  and  very  much  addicted  to  suspicion*  ^How 
the  comptmy  proposed  to  settle  this  atqui$ition  in  despite 
of  the  native  possessor^  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  <md  it  \$ 
still  more  unaccountable  that  they  should  have  neglected 
the  natives,  whose  consent  and  assistance  they  might  hav^ 
procured  at  a  very  small  expense.  Instead  of  acting  such 
a  fair,  open,  and  honourable  pan,  they  ient  a  Mr*  Gist  to 
make  a  clandestine  survey  of  the  QOUntrV^  as  far  as  th^ 
falls  of  the  x\ttt  Ohio ;  and,  as  we  have  observed  above, 
his  conduct  alarmed  both  the  French  and  th^  Indians.  The 
erection  of  this  company  was  equally  di«uigreeable  to  th^ 
separate  traders  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  satr 
themselves,  on  the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuably 
branch  of  traffic,  by  the  exclusive  chiatter  of  a  monopoly  i 
and  therefore  they  employed  their  emissaries  to  foment  th6 
jealousy  of  the  Indians. 

§  IIL  The  French  having  in  a  manner  cbmmeneed 
hostilities  against  the  English,  and  actually  buiU  fbrts  on 
the  territories  of  the  British  allies  at  Niagara,  and  on  tht 
lake  Erie,  Mr.  Hamilton,  governor  of  Pennsylvania^  cottt^ 
municated  this  intelligence  to  the  assembly  of  the  provirwe^ 
Vol.  IIL  Y 
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Und  represented  the  necesait}'-  of  ^r^tdng  trunk  houses,  or 
plac  s  of  strength  and  security,  on  the  river  Ohio,  tx^ 
which  the  traders  might  retire  in  cas«  of  insult  or  nn^sta* 
tion*  The  proposal  was  approved,  and  money  granted  for 
the  purpose ;  but  the  assembly  could  not  agree  about  the 
manner  in  which  they  should  be  erected ;  and  iti  the  nteam 
time  the  French  fortified  themselves  at  leisure,  and  conti- 
nued to  harass  the  traders  belonging  to  the  British  settte-^ 
ments.  Repeated  complaints  of  these  encroachtAents  suid 
depredations  being  r<;}pre8ented  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor 
Qf  Virginia,  he,^ towards  the  latter  end  of  this  very  year, 
sent  major  Washington  with  a  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  fort  which  the  French  had  built  on  the  Hiviere- 
au*B<euf,  which  falls  into  the  Obk>,  not  far  from  theisike 
Erie.  In  this  ktter  Mr.  Dinwiddle  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  French  should  build* forts  and  make  settlements  oA 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  western  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  He  complained 
of  these  encroachments,  as  well  as  of  the  injuries  done  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  open  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties  actually  subsisting  between  the 
two  crowns.  He  desired  to  know  by  whose  authority  and 
instructions  his  Britannic  majesty's  territories  had  been 
IrVvadedj  and  required  him  to  depart  in  peace,  without 
further  prosecuting  a  plan  which  must  interrupt  the  harmo- 
tij  and  good  understanding  which  his  majesty  was  desirous 
^  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  most  christian  king.  To 
this  spirited  intimation  the  officer  replied,  that  it  was  not 
his  province  to  specify  the  evidence,  and  demonstrate  the 
right  of  the  king  his  master  to  the  lands  situated  on  the 
river  Ohio ;  but  he  would  transmit  the  letter  to  the  marquis 
du  Quesne,  and  act  according  to  the  answer  he  should 
receive  from  that  nobleman.  In  the  mean  time,  he  said  he 
did  tiot  think  himself  obliged  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
English  governor;  that  he  commanded  the  fort  by  virtue  of  an 
order  from  his  general,  to  which  he  was  determined  to 
^conform  with  all  the  precision  and  resolution  of  a  good  offi- 
cer. '  Mr.  Dinwiddie  expected  no  other  reply,  and  therefore 
had  projected  a  fort  to  be  erected  near  the  forks  of  the  river. 
The  province  undertook  to  defray  the  expense,  and  the 
stores  for  that  purpose  were  already  provided ;  but  by  some 
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fatal  oversight,  the  concurrence  of  the  Indians  was  netdiet 
obtained  nor  solicited,  and,  therefore,  they  looked  upon  this 
measure  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a  manifest  invasion  of  their 
property.  ' 

$  IV.  While  the  French  thus  industriously  extended  their 
encroachments  to  the  southward,  they  were  not  idle  in  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  seized  every  opportunity  of  dis^ 
tressing  the  English  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  have 
already  observed,  that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  sooner 
buihi,  than  they  spirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourr 
hood  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  inhabitants,  some  of 
whom,they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried  prisoners  to 
Lomsbourg,  where  they  sold  them  for  arms  and  ammunition, 
the  French  pretending  that  they  maintained  this  traffic  from 
motives  of  pure  compassion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  massa* 
ere  of  the  English  captives,  whom,  however,  they  did  not 
set  at  liberty  without  exacting  an  exorbitant  ransom.  As 
these  skulking  parties  of  Indians  were  generally  directed 
and  headed  by  French  commanders,  repeated  complaints 
were  made  to  the  governor  of  Louisbourg,  who  still 
answered,  that  his  jurisdiction  did  not  extend  over  the 
Indians,  and  that  their  French  conductors  were  chosen  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis,  who  thought  proper  to  remain 
in  that  country  after  it  was  ceded  to  the  English,  and  were, 
in  fact,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Even  while  the 
conferences  were  carried,  on  for  ascertaining  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  governor  of  Canada  detached  M.  I^a 
Come,  with  some  regular  troops,  and  a  body  of  militia,  ^ 
to  fortify  a  post  on  ihe  bay  of  Chignecto,  on  pretence  that 
this  and  a  great  part  of  the  peninsula  belonged  to  his 
government.  The  possession  of  this  post  not  only  sec,ured 
to  the  Indians  of  the  continent  a  free  entrance  into  the 
peninsula,  and  a  safe  retreat  in  case  of  pursuit ;  but  also 
encouraged  the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  rise  in 
open  rebellion  against  the  English  goverment. 

$  V.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty,  general  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Halifax^ 
detached  major  Laurence  with  a  few  men  to  reduce  them 
to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they  burned  their  towns  to 
ashes,  forsook  their  possessions,  and  threw  themiselves  under 
the  protection  of  M.  La  Corne,  who,  thus  reinforced,  found 
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tiimsrif  ftt  tli«  hemd  of  fifteeii  hundred-  men,  well  proridjod 
vri^ 'arjHis  afid  amouiQitioh*  M^jor  LaiirentelKnig  unir-^ 
Ue  to  cope  widi  him  in  the  faicl,  demandttd  an  intflnriew, 
at  which  he  desired  to  know  for  what  cause  the  -ffr^oclf 
inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia  had  shaken  off  their  altegianf  e  to 
the  croita  tof  Grreat  Britain,  and  'violated  Ae .  nentralttjr 
which  they  had*  hitherto  afiPected  to  profess^  Thcf  Fr^ic^i 
officer,  withQut  pretending  to  account  for  dieir  beliaTioqr,  gta^ 
him  to  understand  in  general  terms,  that  he  had  orders  to 
^keiend  his  post,  and  these  ord/»rs  he  was  de^eraiin^  td 
obey.  Xh&'  EngKsfa  major  finding  himself  too  waak  td 
attack  dieir  imited  force,  and  hainng  no  orders  to  commit 
hostilities' against  any  hut  the  Indians  and  their  open  Atu 
tors,  returned  to  Halifax,  without  having  been  able  to  f idfil 
the  purposeof  his  expedition.  Immediately  after  his  retreat, 
tlie  French  neutrals  (sq  they  were  called)  returned  to  the 
habitations  whtdi  they  had  abandoned ;  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Indian^,  renewed  their  depredations  upon  this 
tnhabttants  of  Halifax  and  its  dependent  settlements.  The 
English  gayemor,  justly  inctused  at  these  outrages,  and 
seeing  they  wocdd  neither  submit  to  the  Eng^sh  governs 
ment  themselves,  nor  allow  others  to  enjoy  it  wiA  tran«- 
quiUity,  resolved  to  expel  them  effectually  from  the  country 
they  so  iirdeserved  to  possess.  Major  Laurence  was  again 
detached  with  a  thousand  men,  transported  by  sea  tp  Chig** 
necto,  where  he  found  the  French  and  Indians  intrenched, 
in  order  to  dispute  bis  landing.^  Nptwith^tanding  thta 
opposition,  he  made  a  descent  with  a  few  companies,  received 
and  returned  a  smart  fire,  and  rushing  into  th^ir  intrench^ 
ments,  obliged  them  tD  fly  with  the  upmost  precipitation, 
leaving  a  considerable  number  killed  apd  wounded  oh  the 
spot.  The  fugitives  saved  themselves  by  crossing  a  liver, 
on  the  farther  bank  of  whidi  La  Come  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  troq)s,  drawn  up  in  order  to  receive  them  as  friends 
and  dependents.  He  bad  by  tbiis  time  erected  a  fort,  wfai<^h 
he  denominated  Beau  Sejour;  and  now  the  English  ^uilt 
another  on  th^  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  was  called 
jrfter  its  founder  St.  Laurence.  This  being  provided  with 
a  good  garrison,  served  as  a  check  upon  the  Frendi,  and 
in  some  measure  restrained  the  incursions  of  their  barba^' 
rians.     Not  that  it  effectuaUy  answered  this. purpose;  for 
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die  IpiKans  and  Bemrate  stUl  «eizfedveirer;r  oppommky  of 
mMoMstg  the  Ea^ftb  itvthe  intertorpAtks  af  the  penitttuh^ 
lii  ihe  course  of  the  saoceedivg  year  they  turprivfd  the 
Iktle  town  nf  Danmooth,  01^  tht^other  eide  of  Halifax  bay^ 
wh^re  they:  killed  and  scalfied  a  great  number  of  people, 
and  eftrriiad  off  some  priioners.  For  th^  exptdkiona  tHe 
French  always  supplied  them  with  boats,  canoes,  arms,  and 
ammunitiOfi ;  and  mdeed  they  were  conducted  with  such 
care  and  aecresy,  that  it  ^as  almost  impossible  to  prevent 
their  success.  One  sure  remedy  against  the  sudden  and 
stolen  Ibcnmions  of  those  savages  might  have  beefi  found 
in  the  use  of  staunch  hounds,  which  would  have  run  upon 
the  foot,  detected  the  skulking  parties  of  the  Indians,  and 
ftmstrated  ^l  their  ambascades :  but  this  expedient,  so  easy 
and  practicable,  was  never  tried,  though  frequendy  reeom<> 
mended  in  public  to  the  attention  of  the  government,  and 
the  consideration  of  the  colonist*  The  Indians  continued 
to  plunder  and  massacre  the  British  subjects  with  impunity^ 
sad  were  cotrntenanced  by  die  French  government  in  that 
countpy,  who  now  strengthened  their  lodgement  on  the 
neck  erf  the  peninsula  with  an  additional  fort,  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Bay-verte ;  and  built  a  third  at  the  mouth 
of  St.  Johns  river,  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  of  Fundy- 
§  VI.  Ail  these  previous  steps  to  a  rapture  witlv  Eng- 
land were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  while  the  commis* 
saries  of  both  nations  were  disputing  about  the  limits  of 
the  very  country  which  they  thus  arrogantly  usurped ;  and 
they  proceeded  to  perfect  their  chain  of  forts  to  the  south- 
wanii  without  paying  the  least  regard  to  the  expostulation^ 
of  the  English  governors,  or  to  a  memorial  presented  at 
Versailles  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  British  minister. 
He-  demanded  that  express  orders  should  be  sent  to  M.  De 
U  JcMAqtriere,  the  commander  for  the  French  in  America,  to 
desist*  from  violence  against  the  British  subjects  in  that 
country  f  that  the  fort  of  Niagara  shotdd  be  immediately 
rased ;  that  the  subject  of  Great  Britain,  who  had  bet:n 
made  prisoners,  should  be  set  at  libei;ty,  and  indemnified 
for  the  losses  they  had  sustained  :  and  that  the  persons  who 
had  committf^  these  excesses  should  be  punished  in  an 
escaaplary  manner.  True  it  is,  ^ix  Englishmen,  whom  they 
had  unjustly  taken,  were  immediately  dismi8$ed ;  and  the 
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srabtasador  amused  ¥^Mi  general  promtaes  tif  semiiiig'such 
kistrttctioiia  to  tbe  Ftemk  governor  ki  Ainerica,  as  sliooki 
anticipate  any  came  of  coot^riasnt  for  the  fulMve  ;  bttt^  fiftr 
froan  haTiag  any  intention  to  perform  •tiiese  prcMtiaes,  tha' 
court  of  VersatUes,  without  all  donbt,  i^diorted  La  Jon- 
quiere  to  proceed  in  bringing  its  amUtioaSf  seheiiias  to 
perfection. 

$  VII.  Every  incident  in  America  seemed  to  prognos- 
ticate war,  when  tbe  session  of  parlkiment  was  opened  on 
the  fifteen^  day  of  November :  yet  his  majesty,  on  this 
occasion,  told  them,  that  the  events  of  the  year  had  not 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  offer  any  thing  in  particular 
to  their  Consideration  relating  to  foreign  aflbirs*  He  even 
declared,  that  the  continuance  of  the  public  traifquiUfty,  and 
the  general  state  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  whtn  they  last  parted  and  assured  them  of  his  stea- 
diness in  pursuing  the  most^effectual  measures  to  preserve 
to  his  people  the  blessings  of  peace*  He  expressed  uncom- 
mon concern,  that  the  horrid  crimes  of  robbery  and  of  mur- 
der were  of  late  rather  increa»ed  than  diminished,  and 
earnestly  recommended  this  important  object  to  their  serious 
attention.  Affectionate  addresses  were  presented  by  both 
houses  in  answer  to  this  harangue  i  and,  what  wi^  very 
remarkable,  they  were  proposed  and  passed  without  ques- 
tion or  debate. 

§  VIII.  The  commons  continued  the  same  number  of 
seamen  and  land  forces  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  had 
been  granted  in  the  laiit  session,  and  made  suitable  provi 
sion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  The  whole  supply 
amounted  to  two  millions  seven  hundred  ninety-seven  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixteen  poupd?,  ten  shillings,  and 
two-pence,  to  be  raised  by  a  land  tax  of  two  shiUings  in  the 
pound,  a  malt  tax,  a  continuation  of  certain  duties  on  wine, 
vinegar,  cider,  and  beer  imported,  a  sum  taken  from  the 
sinking  fund,  and  tlie  overplus  of  certain  grants,  funds,  and 
duties.  The  provisiotis  made  considerably  exceeded  tbe 
grants  ;  but  this  excess  was  chargeable  with  the  interest  of 
what  should  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  in  the  land  or 
malt  tax,  there  being  a  clause  of  credit  in  bodi,.  as  ako  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  should  happen)  in  the  sums  they  were 
computed  to  pi*oduce.     The  house  agreed  to  all  these  re^-. 


lotions  akBOit  uoamoKmaly:  indeed^  no  oppobiuoo  w«6 
made  to  9Bey  of  tb^^  but  that  for  conttnokig  the  same 
number  of  laodlorQ^^hicb  was  carried  by  a  great  iM^rity« 
$  IX.  The  aet  {i^imitting  Jews  to  be  mtorali^ed, 
which  had^  duripg  the  last  sesaipn^  trtuqi)^hedt  ov<r  such  an 
obstiiMite.O|ipcMikioiit'was.by  tbb  tiaie  becpme  the  object  of 
national  honor  and  eictcratMm*  Every  part  of  the  king^ 
dcm  rei^Mmded  with  the  reiM'Meh^  tb^-miolscry  who  had 
enforce^  such  an  odiona  HieasMr4 ;  and  the  two  brothers, 
who  engsosa^d  the  greyer  f>art  of  the  adqfiiaistration,  tremr 
Ued  at  the  pros(>eet  of.  what  this  clamour  might  produce  .at 
the  gc»eral  electioD,  ithia  being  the  last  session  of  the  prer 
sent  pM^iament.  So  eager  wer«^  the  ministers  to  ann\il  this 
unpc^Hilar  measure^  thatf  ivunediately  after  the  peers  ha^ 
s^eed  to  the  nature  and  form  of  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
the  duJce  of  Newcastle  with  that  precipitation  so  peculiar 
to  his.  chaJ^acter,  poured  fp^b  aa  abrupt  harangue  in  that 
housc^  miportingt  that  the  disaffected  had  made  an  handle, 
of  the  act  passed  last  session  in  favor  of  the  Jews,  to  raise 
discontents  among  mfM^y  of  hia . msgesty's  good  subjects; 
and  as  the  act  was  in  itaelf  of  little  importance,  he  was  of 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  repealled;  for  this  purpose  he  pre- 
sented a  bill  ready  frao^d,  which  waa  read  and  committed, 
though  not  without  some  debate*  The  naturalization  bill 
now  devoted  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  resentment  of  the  people, 
containing  a  clause  (UsaUiftg  all  naturalized  Jews  from  pur- 
chasing, inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advowscm  or  presenta- 
tion, or  right  to  any  ecclesiastical  benefice  or  promotion, 
school,  hospital,  or  donative ;  and  by  the  first  draft  of  the 
bill,  which  his  grace  UQw  presented,  it  was  ii^ended  that 
this  clause  should  not  be  repealed*  It  was  the  opinion, 
however,  of  the  majority,  that  such  a  clause  standing^unre- 
pealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being  thus  expressly 
excluded-  from  the  possession  of  any  ecclesiastical  right  of 
presentation^  would  be  ccmsidered  aa  having  the  power  and 
privilege  of  purchasing  and  inheriting  any  lay  property  in 
the  kingdom*  On  this  consideration  an  amendment  was 
made  in  the  bill,  the  ^ause  in  question  was  left  out,  and 
the  whole  act  of  natundizaticm  repealed  without  exception*^ 

k  The  I'everend  bench  of  bishops  had,  with  a  laudable  spirit  of  christian 
meekness  and  phUantbropj,  generally  approred  of  the  indulgence  granted  to  their 
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Though  Ac  lorda  in  geikenil,  eoooamtd  in  tht  cxptdieuc^ 
of  the  repeal,  it  was  on>06ed  by  some  few,  as  too  gtteat  a 
sacrifice  to  thoidk  aocLonfottaded  daiRQun^  of  the  miiki- 
tude;  and  opoti  this  side  of  the  dai^aie  ^^  great  power  of 
elocotion  was  dliplaj^td  by  eari  Tempje^wbo  had  lately 
succeeded  to  this-  title  on  the  death  ^t&Jim  iaotbcTt  a  waiiU^ 
mm  of  distinguished  abilities^  ttid  the^most  amiable  di^ 
sition,  frank,  liberal^  hmiatie^  and  26alott^  atl^Hsh^  taithc 
interest  and  honour  of-  his  couatry.     In  ^e  lowejr  hoiiae, 
the  members  of  both  parties  ftetmed  to  \rie  with  aach  othsr 
in  demonstrations  of  aversion  to  this  unpopular  act*     Oa 
the  very  first  day  of  the  session,  itnmedia«dy  after  the  audi- 
tion for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  tit  James  Dasfawiio49  <» 
eminent  leader  in  the  opposition,  gave  the  comimnis  to 
understand,  that  he  had  a  motion  of  very  great  importaane 
to  make,  which  would  require  the  attentioa  of  every  tneiD- 
ber,  as  soon  as  the  motion  for  the  address  should  be  dis- 
cussed ;  he  thereibre  desired  they  would  not  <{utt  the  bouse, 
ttntil  he  should  have  ah  opportunity  to  explain  his  proposal 
Accordingly,  ihfey  had  ik)  sooner  agreed  to  the  motion  for 
an  address  of  thanks  to  his  m'^jesty^  than  he  stood  up  again; 
and  having  expatiated  upc^  the  ju6t  and  general  mdigna^ 
tion  which  the  act  of  the  preceding  session,  in  favour  of 
the  Jews,  had  raised  among  the  people,  he  mov^  to  order 
that  the  house  should  be  called  over  on  Tuesday  the  fouHh 
day  of  December,  for  taking  that  act  into  consideratkm : 
but  being  given  to  understand,  that  it  was  riot  usoal  to 
appoint  a  call  of  the  house  for  any  particular  purpose)  he 
agreed  that  the  motion  should  be  general.     It  was  s^K>oded 
by  lord  Parker,  his  opposite  iri  political  ititerests ;  the  house 
agreed  to  it  wirfiout  opposhioti,  and  the  call  was  ordered 
accordingly.     They   were    anticipated,    however,    by    the 
lords,  who  framed  arid  transmitted  to  them  a  biU  on  the 
same  subject,  to  the  purport  of  which  the  e^Minmona  made 
no  objection ;  for  every  member,  having  the  f^tf-  of  the 
general  election  before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every 
expression  which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  oonstituents : 
but  violent  opposition  was  madie  to  the  preamble,  which  ran 

Hebrew  brethren  ;  nnd  now  they  aoquiesced  in  the  proposed  repeal  with  the  same 
pAMfite  <!i8eretk)n,  thoag^  one  of  the  number  eDnt<>nde<I  for  the  sating  clause 
which  the  d«*e  of  N— —  haA  reeominendod. 
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in  the  foUowmg  strain :— *'  Whereas  an  act  of  parliament 
"was  made  and  jxissed  in  the  twenty-fifth  3rear  of  his 
"  majesty's  reign,  entitled,  an  Act  to  pernrit  persons  pro- 
"  feating  the*.  Jewish  religion  to  be  naturalized  by  pairHa- 
^^  mtntf  and  for  otfoer  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and 
'^  whereas  occasion  has  been  taken,  from  the  said  act,  to 
"  raise  discontents,  and  disqtiiets  in  the  minds  of  his  ms^es- 
"  ty's  subjects,  be  it  enacted,  &c.^'  Thii  introduction  waa 
considered  as  an  unjust  reflection  upon  the  body  of  the  peo- 
{^e  in  genend,  and  in  particular  upon  those  who  had  oppo* 
sed  the  bill  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  session.  Sir 
Roger  Ne^digate  therefore ^  moved,  that  the  expression 
should  be  varied  to  this  effect :  ^^  Whereas  great  discon- 
"  tents  and  disquietudes  had  from  the  said  act  arisen." 
The  consequence  of  this  motionivas  an  obstinate  debate,  in 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  earl  of  *^£gmont,  and  divers 
othdr  able  orators :  but  Mr.  Pelham  and  Mr.  Pitt  were 
numbered  among  its  oppoi^ents.  The  question  being  put 
for  the  proposed  alteration,  it  was  of  course  carried  in  the 
negative  :  the  bill,  after  the  third  reading,  passed  nemine 
contradicente^  and  in  due  time  obtained  the  royal  assent.     ' 

§  X.  Even  this  concession  of  the  ministry  drd  not  allay 
thl  resentment  of  the  people,  and  their  apprehensions  of 
encroachment  from  the  Jews.  /  Another  act  still  subsisted^ 
tiy  virtue  of  which  any  person  professing  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion  might  become  a  free  denizen  of  Great  Britain,  after 
having  resided  seven  years  in  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies 
in  America ;  and  this  was  now  considered  as  a  law,  having 
the  same  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other  was  now 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  convicted*  It  was  moved,  therefdre, 
in  the  lower  house,  that  part  of  this  former  act  might  be 
read :  then  the  same  member  made  a  motion  for  an  address 
to  his  majesty,  desiring  that  the  house  might  have  the  peru- 
sal of  the  lists  transmitted  from  the  American  colonies  to 
the  commbsioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  containing  the 
names  of  all  such  persons  professing  the  Jewish  religion,  as 
•had  entitled  themselves  to  the  benefit  of  the  said  act,  since 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty.  These 
lists  were  accordingly  presented,  and  left  upon  the  table  for 
the  perusal  of  the  members :  but  as  this  act  contained  no 
limitation  of  time  within  which  the  benefit  of  it  should  be 
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claimed^  and  as  this  claim  was  attended  witk  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  and  some  expense,  very  few  persons  had  availed 
themselves  of  it  in  that  period.  Nevertheless,  as  a  great 
number  of  the  Jews  were  already  entided  to  claim  this 
indulgence,  and  as  it  remuned  an  open  channel  through 
which  Great  Britain  might  be  deluged  with  those  people, 
all  of  whom  the  law  would  hold  as  natural  bom  subjects, 
and  their  progeny  as  freed  from  all  the  restricdons  con* 
tained  in  the  act  with  respect  to  naturafized  foreigners, 
lord  Harley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  said  act  as  related  to  persons  professing  the 
Jewish  religion,  who  should  come  to  settle  in  any  British 
colony  after  a  certain  time.  The  motion  was-  seconded  by 
sir  Jam^s  Dashwood,  and  supported  1^  the  earl  of  Egmoot ; 
-but  being  found  unequal  to  the  interest  and  elocution  of 
Mr*  Pelham  and  Mr.  Pitt,  was  rejected  by  the  m'ajori^. 

$  XI.  The  next  object  that  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
commons,  was  a  bill  for  improving  the  regulations  already 
made  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  a  contagious  distemper, 
which  raged  among  the  homed  cattle  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.*  The  last  bill  of  this  session  that  had  the 
good  fortune  to  succeed,  was  brought  in  for  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service 
of  the  East  India  company,  and  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  committed  in  the  East  Indies  and  the  island  of  Str 
Helena.  This  being  a  measure  of  a  very  extraordinar}' 
nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered  to  attend  the  house 
on  the  day  affixed  for  the  second  reading :  at  the  same  time 
all  charters,  commissions,  and  authorities,  by  which  any 
powers  relative  to  a  military  jurisdiction,  or  the  exercise  of 
martial  law,  had  been  grantttd  or  derived  from  the  crown 
to  the  said  company,  were  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the 
members.  -  The  bill  was  by  many  considered  as  a  danger? 
ous  extension  of  military  power,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
civil  rights  enjoyed  by  British  subjects,  ^md  as  such  vio* 
lently  contested  by  the  earl  of  Egmont,  lord  Strange,  and 
Mr.  Alderm^  Beckfordr  Their  objections  were  answered 
by  the  solicitor  general  and  Mr.  Yorke.  The  biU,  after 
some  warm  debates,  being  espoused  by  the  ministry,  was 
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oiacted  into  a  bw^and  despatched  to  the  East  Iftdieft  hy  the 
6rtt  opportunity. 

$  XII.  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  petitions 
presented  on  different  subjects,  which,  as  they  miscarriedi 
It  will  be  unnecessary  to  particukirize*  It  may  not  be 
amiss,  however,  to  record  an  exemplary  adt  of  justice  done 
by  the  commons  on  a  person  belonging  to  a  public  office, 
whom  they  detected  in  the  practice  of  fraud  and  imposition* 
Notwithstanding  the  particular  care  taken  in  Che  last  ses- 
sion, to  prevent  the  monopoiizing  of  tickets  in  the  state 
lottery,  all  those  precautions  had  been  eluded  in  a  scanda- 
lous manner  by  certain  individuals,  intrusted  with  the  charge 
of  delivering  the  tickets  to  the  contributors,  according  to 
the  intent  of  die  act,  which  expressly  declared  that  not  more 
Aair  twenty  should  be  sold  to  any  one  person.  Instead  of 
conficH'ming  to  these  directicHis  of  the  legislature,  they  and 
their  irienck  engrossed  great  numbers,  sheltering  themselves 
under  a  false  list  of  feigned  names  for  the  purpose ;  by  - 
which  noeans  they  not  only  defeated  the  equitable  intention 
of  the  commons,  but  in  some  measure  injured  ^  public 
credit ;  inasmuch  as  their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to 
subscribe  for  a  greater  npmber  than  they  ha4  c^h  to  pur- 
chase, so  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  first  payment, 
which  might  have  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  public  affairs. 
Hiese  practices  were  so  fogrant  and  notorious  as  to  attract 
thb  notice  of  the  lower  house,  wheiie  an- inquiry  was  begun, 
and  prosecuted  wi^i  a  spirit  of  real  patriotism,  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  scandalous  cabal,  who  endeavoured. with  equal 
eagerness  and  perseverance  to  screen  the  delinquents.  All 
their  efforts,  however,  proved  abortive ;  and  a  committee, 
appointed  to  examine  particulars,  agreed  to  several  severe 
resolutions  against  one  Le— ,  who  had  amassed  a  large  for- 
tune by  this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation.*  They  voted 
him  guilty  of  breach  of  trust,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the 
lottery  act;  and  an  address  was  presented  to  his  majesty, 
desiring  he  might  be  prosecuted  by  the  attorney  general  for 
these  offences.  He  was  accordingly  sued  in  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  and  paid  a  fine  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for 
having  committed  frauds  by  which  he  had  gained  forty 
times  that  sum  ;  but  he  was  treated  with  such  gentleness  as 
remarkably  denoted  the  clemency  of  that  tribunal. 
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$  XIII.  The  session  ended  in  the  beginning  of  April, 
when  the  king  gave  the  parliament  to  understand  that  he 
should  say  nothing  at  present  on  foreign  affairs ;  but  assured 
them  of  his  fixed  resolution  to  exert  his  whole  power  in 
maintaining  the  general  tranquillity,  and  adhering  to  such 
measures  for  that  purpose  as  he  had  hitbertq  pursued  in  con- 
junction with  his  allies.  He  in  vtry  affectionate  terms 
thanked  both  houses,  for  the  repeated  proofs  rfiey  had  given 
of  their  zealous  attachment  and  lo^'rdty  to  his  pejraon  and 
government.  He  enumerated  the  salutary  measures  they 
had  taken  for  lessening  the  national  debt,  and  augmenting 
the  public  credit,  extending  navigation  and  commerce^ 
reforming  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  improving  the 
regulations  of  civil  economy.  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
diat  he  securely  relied  upon  the  loyalty  and:  good  affeetion 
of  his  people,  and  had  no  other  aim  than  -their  permanent 
happiness.  In  a  little  time  after  the  close  of  this  session 
they  were  dissolved  by. proclamation,  and  new  writs  issued 
by  the  lord  chancellor  for  convoking  a  new  parliament. 
The  same  ceremonies  were  practised  with  respect  to  the 
convocations  of  Canterbury  and  York;  though  they  no 
longer  reta^ed  their,  former  importance ;  nor,  indeed,  were 
they  suffered  to. sit  and  deliberate  upon  the  subjects  which  ^ 
formerly  fell  under  their  cognizance  and  discussion. 

§  XIV.  In. the  beginning  of  March,  the  ministry  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  left  without  a  head  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Pelham,  which  was  not  only  sincerely  lamented  by  his 
sovereign,  but  also  regretted  by  the  nation  in  general,  to 
whose  affection  he  had  powerfully  recommended  himself 
by  the  candour  and  humanity  of  his  conduct  and  character, 
even  while  he  pursued  measures  which  they  did  not  entirely 
approve.  The  loss  of  such  a  minister  was  the  more  deeply 
•felt  by  the. government  at  this  juncture,  being  the  eve  of  a 
general  election  for  a  new  parliament^  when  ever)-  adminis- 
tration is  supposed  to  exert  itself  with  redoubled  vigilance 
and  circumspection.  He  had  already  concerted  thi?  mea- 
sures for  secuiiag  a  majority,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  still  engrossed 
the  administration.  His  brother,  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
was  appointed  first  lord  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and 
succeeded  as  secretary  of  state  by  sir  Thomas   Robinson, 
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who  had  loag  resided  as  ambassador  atthe  court  of  Vienna* 
The  other  department  of  this  office  was  still  retained  by 
the  earl  of  Holdemesse ;  and  the  function  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  was  p<rforiped  as  usual  by  the  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  king's  bench,  until  a  proper  person  could  be 
found  to  fill  that  important  office ;  <  but  in  the  course  of  the 
summer  it  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Legge,  who  acquitted 
himself  with  eqtfid  honour  and  capacity.  Divers  other 
alterations  were  made,  of  less  importance  to  the  public,  sir 
George  Lyttieton  was  appointed  cofferer,  and  \he  earl  of 
HUlsborougb  comptroller  of  the  household.  Mr.  George 
GrenTille,  brother  to  earl  Temple,  became  treasurer  of  the  .* 
navy:  and  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  of  whom  y^e  shall 
have  occasion  to  speak  in  the  sequel,  took  place  as  a  cony» 
missioner  at  the  beard  of  admiralty,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Barrington,  made  master  of  the  wardrobe.  Lord  Hard* 
wicke,  the  chancellor,  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  an 
earL  The.  place  of  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench 
becoming  vacant  by  the  death  pf  sir  William  Lee,  was  filled 
with  sir  Dudley  Rider,  and  )ie  was  succeeded  by  Mn 
Murray  in  the  office  of  attorney  generaL 

$  XV.  The  elections  for.  the  new  parliament  generally 
succeeded  according  to  the  wish  of  the  ministry ;  f(H*  oppo- 
sition was  now  dwindled  down  to  the  lowest  state  of  imbe- 
cility. It  had  received  a  mortal  wound  by  the  death  of  the 
late  prince  of  Wales,  whose  adherents  were  too  wise  to 
pursue  an  ignis  fatuu9^  without  any  prospect  of  success  or 
advantage.  Some  of  them  Imd  prudently  6ung>  their  pali- 
nodia  to  the  ministry,  and  been  gratified  with  profitable 
employments ;  while  others,  setting  too  great  a  price  upon 
their  own  importance,  kept  aloof  till  the  market  was  over, 
and  were  left  to  pine  in  secret  over  their  disappointed  ambi* 
tion.  The  maxims  of  toryism  had  been  relinquished  by 
many,  as  the  barren  principles  of  a  losing  game ;  the  body 
of  the  people  were  conciliated  to  the  established  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  harmony  that  now,  for  the  first  time,,  subsisted 
among-  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  had  a  wonder- 
ful effect  in  acquiring  a  degree  of  popularity  which  they  had 
never  before  enjoyed.  The  writs  boin^  returned  the  new 
parliament  was  opened  on  the  last  day  of  May  by  the  duke 
orCumberland  and  some  other  peers,  who  acted  by  virtue 
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of  a  cotntnistaoii  from  his  majesty.  The  commotio  hkvmg 
chosen  for  their  speaker  the  right  hon«  Aithitr  Onslow,  who 
had  honourably  411ed  that  high  office  in^  four  preceding  pai* 
liaments,  he  was  presented  and  appro^wd  fay  the  commission^ 
ers.  Their  the  lord  high  chancellor  harangued  both  houses, 
giving  them  to  understand,  that  his  majesty  had  indulged 
them  with  this  early  opportunity  of  coming  togtsther,  in  order 
to  complete  without  loss  of  time  certain  parliamentary  pro^ 
ceedings,  which  he  judged  would  be  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his 'good  subjects ;  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  lay  before 
them  any  points  of  general  business,  resenring  every  thing  of 
that  nature  to  the  usual  time  of  their  assembling  in  the 
winter*  On  the  fifth  day  of  June  this  short  sessionwas  closed, 
and  the  parliament  prorogued  by  the  lords  commissioners* 

$  XVL  In  the  beginning  of  this  yocu*  violent  disputes 
arose  between  the  government  and  the  house  of  commons 
in  Ireland,  on  the  abnost  forgotten  subjects  of  privilege  and 
prerogative*  The  commons  conceived  they  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  apply  the  surplus  of  their  revenue  towards 
national  purposes,  widiout  the  consent  of  their  sovereign ; 
and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty -nine,  prepared  a  bill  with  thb  preamble: 
*'  Whereas  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  last  a  con- 
^^  siderable  balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  vice  trea- 
"  surers  or  receivers  general  of  the  kingdom,  or  their 
.  *^  deputy  or  deputies,  unapplied ;  and  it  will  be  for  your 
*'  majesty's  service,  and  <br  the  ease  of  your  faithful  sub- 
"  jects  in  this  kingdom,  that  so  much  thereof  as  can  be 
**  conveniently  spared  should  be  paid,  agreeably  to  your  ^ 
^^  majesty's  most  gracious  intentions,  in  discharge  of  part 
*'  of  the  national  debt."  This  appropriation  gave  great 
offence  to  the  advocates  for  prerogative  in  England,  who 
affirmed  that  the  commons  had  no  right  to  apply  any  part 
of  the  unappropriated  revenue,  or  even  to  take  imy  such 
affair  into  consideration,  without  the  previous  consent  of 
the  crown,  expressed  in  the  most  explicit  terms*  It  was 
in  consequence  of  this  doctrine,  that  the  duke  of  Dorset, 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  told  them  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  held  in  the  year  one  tliousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty- one,  he  was  -commanded  by  the  kipg  to  acquaint 
them,  tJrat  his  majesty,  ever  attentive  to  the  ease  and  hap^ 


pisess  of  hi&  subjects,  wottM  gracioasty  coBsent,  aikl 
recoouMiid  it  to  them,  that  sudi  a  part  of  the  money  then 
remainmg  in  bis-  treasmy,  as  should  be  thought .  consisteat 
with  tke  pitbUc  service,  be  applied  towards  the  further 
redu<^io9  of  the  national  debc«  This  declaration  alarmed 
the  commons,  ze<doiis  as  they  were  for  the  preservation  of 
their  privileges;  and  in  their  address  of  thanks,  which, 
Kke  that  of  the  par}iamefit  of  Great  Britain  used  alwaya 
to  echi^  baek^the  words  of  the  speech,  they  4iiade  no  metx- 
tion  of  bis  majesty's  consent;  but  only  acknowledged  his 
gracious  attention  to  their  ease  and  happiness,  in  recomii« 
mtnding  to  them  the  application  of  die  surplus*  They 
accordm^y  resolved  to  ap]dy  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  of  that  overplus  towards  the  discharge  of 
the  national  debt ;  and,  in  the  preamUe  of  the  bill,  framed 
for  tKfs  purpose,  made  no  mention  of  hb  majesty's  consent, 
though  before  they  had  acknowledged  his  goodness  in 
recommending  this  application.  The  ministry  in  Eng^d 
were  highly  oifended  at  this  purposed  omission,  which  they 
construed  into  a  wilful  encroachment  on  the  prerogative ; 
asd  the  bill  was  sent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  pream- 
ble, signifying  his  majesty's  consent  as  well  as  recommcn^ 
dation.  The  Irish  house  of  commons  being  at  that  time 
deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
gentleman,  a  servant  of  the  crown,  and  a  member  of  their 
own  house,  accused  of  having  misap{died  a  large  sum  of 
money,  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted,  for  rebuilding  or 
lairing  the  barracks,  were  now  unwilling  to  embroil 
themselves  farther  with  the  government,  imtil  this  afiair 
should  be  discussed.  They,  therefore,  passed  the  bill  with 
the  alteration,  and  pfticeeded  with  their  inquiry.  The  per* 
son  was  convicted  of  having  misapplied  the  puUk  money, 
and  ordered  to  make  the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception,  and 
accommodation  of  the  troops  at  his  own  expense.  They 
did  not,  however,  neglect  to  assert  what  they  thought  their 
rights  and  privileges,  when  the  next  opportunity  occurred. 
The  duke  of  Dorset,  when  he  opened  the  session  of  tdis 
fear,  Repeated  the  expression  of  his  majesty's  gracious 
consent,  in  ijientioning  the  surplus  of  the  public  money. 
^Ticy  agait^  omitted   that   word    in  their  address?    and. 
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resolved,  in  iheir  bill  of  application,  not  only  to  sink  tUs 
odious  term,  but  likewise  to  abate  in  tfai:ir  complaisanee  to 
the  crown,  by  leaving  out  that  expression  of  grate&il 
acknowledgment^  which  had  met  with  suchacotd  reception 
above.  By  this  time  the  contest  had  kindled  up  two  vio- 
lent factions,  and  diffused  a  general  ^pirtt  of  resentment 
through  the  whole  Irish  nation.  The  committee  who- 
prepared  the  bill,  instead  of  iosfirting  the  usual  compli- 
ments in  the  preamble,  «inentioaed.  sodung  but  a  recital  of 
facts,  and  sent  it  over  in  a  very  plain  dress,  quite  destitute 
of  all  embroidery.  The  ministry,,  intent  upon  viAdicating 
the  prerogative  from  such  "an  unmannfrly'attack,  filled  up 
the  omissions  of  the  committee^  and  sent  it  hack-with  this 
alteration  :  "  And  your  majesty,. ever  .attentive  to  the  ease 
^^  and  happiness  of  your  .faithful  subjects,  has  been  gra- 
^^  ciously  pleased  to  signify  that  you  woukl  consent,  aUd*  to 
^^  recommend  it  to  us,  that  so  much  of  the  money  remaia- 
''  ing  in  your  majesty's  treasury  as  should  be  necessary  to 
^^  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  or  'such 
*^  part  thereof  as  should  be  thought  expedient  by  parUa- 
"  ment."  This  then  being  the  crisis,  which  was  to  deter- 
mine a  constitutional  point  of  such  importance,  namely, 
whether  the  people  in  parliament  assembled  have  a  right 
to  deliberate  upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part  of 
the  unappropriated  revenue,  without  the  previous  oonsent 
of  the  crown ;  those  who  were  the  most  zealously  attached 
to  the  liberties  of  their  country  resolved  to  exert  themselves' 
in  opposing  what  they  conceived  to.  be  a  violation  of  th€>3e 
liberties ;  and  the  bill,  with  its  alteration!,  was  rejected  by 
ft  majority  of  five  voices.  The  success  of  their  endeavours 
was  celebrated  with  the  most  extravagant  rejoicings,  as  a 
triumph  of  patriotism  over  the  arts,  of  ministerial  corrup-^ 
tion ;  ahd,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  servants  of  th^ 
crown,  who  had  joined  the  popular  cry  on  this  occasion, 
were  in  a  little  dismissed  from  their  employmentsw  The 
rejection  of  "the  bill  was  a  45reat  disappointment  to  tK^ 
creditors  of  the  public,  and  the  circulation  of  cash  wan 
almost  stagnated^  Tliese  calamities  were  ■im'puted  to  arbi- 
trary designs  in  thtj  government;,  and  the  people  Jbegan  to 
be  inflamed  with  an  enthusiastic  spirit  of  independency, 
which  might  have    produced  mischievous  effects^  had  not 
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artful  steps  been  taken  to  bring  over  the  demagogues,  and 
dius  divert' the  stremn  of  popular  clamour  from  the  minis- 
try to  those  very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idols  of 
popular,  veneration*  The  speaker  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons was  promoted  to  the  digriity  of  an  earl ;  and  some 
other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  employments* 
His  majesty's  letter  arrived  for  paying  off  seventy-five 
thoussmd  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  national  debt.  The 
drculation  was  thus  animated,  and  the  resentment  of  the 
populace  subsiding,  the  kingdom  retrieved  its  former 
tranquillity.  / 

$  XVII.  The  ambition  and  intrigue3  of  the  French 
court,  by  which  the  British  interest  was  invaded  and 
disturbed  on  the  continent  of  America,  had  also  extended 
itself  to  the  East  Indies,  where  they  endeavoured  to  em- 
broil the  English  company  with  divers  nabobs,  or  princes, 
who  governed  different  parts  of  the  peninsula  intrai  Gan- 
gem.  That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  distinct  idea 
of  these  transactions  we  shall  exhibit  a  short  sketch  of  the 
English  forts  and  settlements  in  that  remote  country.  The 
first  of  these  we  shall  mention  is  Surat,^  in  the  province  so 
called,  situated  between  the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second 
degrees  of  north  latitude:  from  hence  the  peninsula 
stretches  into  the  Indian  ocean  as  far  as  the  latitude  of 
eight  nortlK  ending  in  a  point  at  Cape  Comorin,  which  is 
the  southern  extremity.  To  the'northward  this  peninsula 
joins  to  Indostan,  «id  at  its  greatest  breadth  extends^  seven 
hundred  miles.  Upon  the  west,  east,  and  %outh  it  is 
washed  by  the  sea.  It  comprehends  the  kingdoms  of 
Malabar,  Decan,  Golconda,  and  Bisnagar,  with  the  princi-^ 
palities  of  Gingi,  Tanjour,  and  Madura.  The  western 
side  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Malabar  coast : 

1  StvanU  Buropeftn  naiioQS  had  tettiementi  at  Siirat»  whieh  was  one  of  Of 
most  freauented  cities  of  the  ea«l,  fVom  the  great  concourse  of  Mahometan  pil- 
grims, who  make  it  their  road  fnnn  India,  in  their  visits  to  the  tomb  of  their  pro- 
phet at  Mecca.  In  order  to  keep  the  seas  clear  of  pirates  between  Sunrt  and  the 
gulf  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  the  mogul  had  been  at  the  annual  exfiense  of  a  large 
skq^  fitted  out  on  porpose.to  carry  the  pil^mi  to  Judda,  which  is  within  a  small 
cfistance  of  Mecca.  For  the  security  of  this  shin,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  trade 
oPSarat,  he  granted  to  his  admiral,  the  tiddee  chief  of  a  colonel  of  caffrees,  or 
blaeks,  a  rerenue  called  tlie  tanka,  to  the  value  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  amounts 
ittg;  to  above  thirty-seven  thousand  pounds,  arising  partly  from  the  adjacent  lands^ 
vhI  partly  ipma  the  revenues  of  Serat,  which  were  paid  him  yearly  by  the 
governor  ^Ihe  castle,  who  is  appointed  bv  the  mogul  to  keep  the  ci^  under  pro- 
per  solyeettof^  wHiioal,  tem^ever,  ioteifenng  w^  the  government  of  it   • 
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the.  eastern  takes  tfie  dtiK>miiiatioa  of  Corotaiamdri ;  atid^ 
10  different  parts  of  this  long  sweep,  from  ^Surat  tomiA 
Cape  Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,  dma 
English  and  other  European  powers  have,  vith  ^e  consent 
of  the  mogul,  established  forts  and  trading  settkmetiUk 
All  these  kingdoms,  properly  speaking,  belong  to  the  mo** 
gpiil;  but  his  po\rer  was  so  weakened  by  the  last  invaman 
of  Kouli  Kahn,  that  he  has  not  been  tdble  to  assert  bin 
empire  ofVer  this  remote  country ;  the  tributary  prmces  of 
which,  and  even  the  nabobs,  who  were  originally  govemcH^  . 
appointed  under  their  authority,  have  rendered  themselves 
independent  and  exert  an  at>solute  dominion  over  their 
respective  territories,  without  acknowledging  his  superiority 
either  by  tribute  or  homage.  These  princes,  when  they 
quarrel  among  themselves,  naturally  have  recourse  to  tho 
assistance  of  such  European  powers  as*  are  settled  in  or 
near  their  dominions ;  and  in  the  sante  manner  the  East. 
Indian  companies  of  the  European  powers  whidi  happen 
to  be  at  war  w4th  each  other  never  fail  to  interest  the 
nabobs  in  the  dispute. 

$  XVIII*  The  next  EnglUh  settlement  to  Surat,  on 
the  coast  of  the  peninsula,  is  Bombay,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Deean^  a  small  island,  with  a  very  convenient  harbour 
about  6ve-and-forty  leagues  to  the  south  of  Surat*  The- 
town  is  y^ry  populous :  but  the  soil  is  barren^  and  the  cU^ 
mate  unhealthy;  and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very 
precarious  l^  the  neighbourhood  of  di^  famous  corsatr 
Angria,  until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  and  his  fordfi* 
cations  demolished.  The  English  company  likewise  carry 
on  some  traffic  at  Dabul,  about  forty  leagues  further  to  the 
aouth,  in  the  province  of  Cuncan*  In  the  same  southerly 
progression,  towards  the  point  of  the  peninsula,  we  arrive 
at  Carwar,  in  the  latitude  of  fifteen  degrees,  where  there 
is  a  small  fort  and  factory  belonging  to  the  company,  stand- 
ing on  the  south  side  of  a  bay,  with  a  river  capable  of 
receiving  ships  of  pretty  large  burden.  TTie  climate  here 
is  remarkably  salubrious ;  the  country  abounds  with  provi- 
^ions  of  all  sorts,  and  the  best  pepper  of  India  grows  m 
this  neighbourhood.  The  next  English  j^ettlei^ent  we  find 
at  TilHcherry,  where  the  company  has  erected  a  fort,  to 
defend  their. CQttimerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  from  the 
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incilu  of  Ae  nyah^  who  governs  this  part  of  Malaban 
Hither  the  £n^ish  timide  was  removed  from  Calicot,  a 
hrge  toiro,  that  stoaids  fifteen  leagues  to  the  southward  of 
FiUicherry,  and  was  as  well  frequented!  as  any  port  on  the 
coast  of  the  Indian  peninsula,  'fhe  most  southerly  settle- 
ment which  the  English  possess  on  the  Malabar  coast  is 
that  of  AnjengA,  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of 
latitude.  It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort,  situated  on  a 
Inroad  river,  which  falls  into  the  sea,  and  would  be  very 
cemmodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  water  on  the  bar  too 
shallow  to  admit  ships  of  considerable  burden.  Then 
turning  the  cape,  and  passing  throng^  the  strait  of  Chilao, 
ftrmed  by  the  island  of  Ceylon,  we  arrive  on  the  coast  of 
€(Ht)raaadel,  which  forms  the  eastern  side  of  the  isthmus. 
Prosecuting  our  course  in  the  northern  direction,  the  first 
£a|;lish  factory  we  reach  is  diat  of  Fort  St.  Davids,  for- 
ti^iiy  called  Tegapatan,  situated  in  the  latitude  of  eleven 
degrees  forty  minutes  nordi,  within  the  kingdom  of  Gingi. 
It  was  about  six-and-twenty  years  ago  sold  by  a  Mahratta 
prince  lo  the  East  India  company,  and,  next  to  Bombay,  is 
the  most  considerable  settlement  we  have  yet  mentioned. 
Iti  territory  extends  about  eight  miles  along  the  coast,  and 
half  that  space  up  to  the  country,  which  is  delightfully 
watered  by  a  variety  of  rivers :  the  soil  is  fertile,  and  the 
dimate  healthy.  The  fort  is^regular,  well  provided  with 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  a  numerous  garrison,  which  is  the 
tnpre  necessary,  on  account  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French  settlement  at  Pondicherry."  But  the  chief  settle- 
^meat  belonging  to  the  company  on  this  coast  is  that  of 
Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George,  standing  farther  to  the  north- 
ward, between  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  degrees  of 
bdtode^  and  not  a  great  way  from  the  diamond  mines  of 
ficAconda.  It  is  seated  on  a  fiat,  barren^  scorching  sand, 
^  near  the  sea,  that,  in  bad  weather,  the  walls  are  endan* 
gertd  by  the  mighty  Purges  rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As 
the  soil  is  barren,  the  climate  is  so  intensely  hot,  that  it 
would  be  altogether  uninhabitable,  Were  not  the  heat  miti- 
gated by  tjie  sea  breezes.  On  the  land  side  it  is  defended 
hy  a  S5dt  water  river,  which^  while   it  contributes  to  the 

^  m  The  trade  consists  of  long  cloths  of  different  colours^  sidlampores; 
<i(^«reei^  dimides;  ginghams^  and  idecatottni. 
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security  of  the  place,  robs  the  inhabitants  of  one  great 
V:oinfort,  by  obstructing  the  springs  of  fresh  water.  The 
fort  is  a  regular  square,  the  town  surrounded  with  walls 
well  mounted  with  artillery,  and  the  place,  including  the 
Black  Town,  is  very  populous.  Madras,  with  several  vil- 
lages in  the  neighbourhood,  was  purchased  o{  the  king  of 
Golconda,  before  the  mogul  became  sovereign  of  this 
country.  The  governor  of  this  place  is  not  only  president 
of  Fort  St.  George,  byt  also  of  all  the  other  settlements  oa 
the  coasts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel,  as  far  as  the  islands 
of  Sumatra.  He  lives  in  great  pomp,  having  inferior 
judges,  who  pass  sentence  of  death  occasionally  on  male* 
factors  of  any  nation,  except  the  subjects  of  Great  Britaiiu 
All  the  company's  affairs  are  directed  by  him  and  his  coun- 
sel, who  are  invested  with  the  power  of  inflicting  corporal 
punishment,  short  of  life  and  member,  upon  such  Europe- 
ans as  are  in  the  seryice,  and  dispose  of  all  places  pf  trust 
and  profit.  By  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  course  of 
this  very  session,  the  military  officers  belonging  to  the 
company  were  permitted  to  hold  courts  martial,  and  punish 
their  soldiers  according  to  the  degree  of  their  delinquency. 
In  a  word,  Madras  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
company  for  its  strength,  wealth,  and  the  great  returns  it 
makes  in  callicoes  and  muslins.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  last  century  the  English  company  had  a  flourishing 
factory  at  Masulipatam,  standing  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river ^Nagundi,  which  separates  the  provinces  of  Golconda 
and  Bisnagar,  in  the  latitude  of  sixteen  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes;  but  now  there  is  no  European  setden^nt  here, 
except  O;  Dutch  factory,  maintained  for  carrying  on  the 
chintz  commerce.  At  Yi&g^psttam,  situated  still  farther  to 
the  northward,  the  English  possess  a  factory,  regularly  for- 
tified, on  the  side  of  a  river,  which,  however,  a  dangerous 
bar  has  rendered  unfit  for  navigation.  The  adjacent  coun- 
tr}'  affords  cotton  cloths,  and  the  best  striped  muslins  of 
India.  It  is  chiefly  for  the  use  of  this  settlement  that  the 
company  maintains  a  factory  at  Ganjam,  the  most  eastern 
town  in  die  province  or  kingdom  of  Golconda,  situated  in 
a  country  abounding  with  rice  and  sugar  canes.  Still  far- 
ther tQ  the  north  coast,  in  the  latitude  of  twenty- two  de- 
uces, the  company  maintains  a  factcry  at  Balasore^  wbkh 
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iras  formejiy  irery  'considct*aUe ;  but  Itatti  been  of  very 
little  consequence  since  the  navigation  of  the  river  Huguely 
was  improved.  At  this  place  every  European  ship  bound 
for  Bengal  ahd  the  Ganges  takes  in  a  pilot*  The  climate 
is  not  counted  very  salubrious ;  but  the  adjacent  country  is 
fruitful  to  admimtion,  and  here  are  considerable  manufac- 
tures of  cotton  and  silk.  Without  skilful  pilots,  the  Eng- 
lish would  find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the  different 
channels  through  which  the  river  Ganges  discharges  itself 
into  the  sea  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal.  On  the 
soutfaem  branch  is  a  town  called  Pipely,  where  thert  was 
ftn-m^rly  an  English  factory;  but  this  was  removed  to 
Huguely,  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  farther  up  the  river ; 
a  place  which  together  with  the  company^s  settkntient  at 
Calcutta,  were  the  emporiums  of  their  commerce  for  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Indeed  Huguely  is  now  aban- 
doned by  the  English,  and  their  whole  trade  centers  at 
Calcutta  or  Fort  William,  which  is  a  regular  fortification, 
containing  lodgings  for  the  factors  and  writers,  store  houses 
for  the  company's  merchandise,  and  magazines  for  their 
ammunition.  As  for  the  governor's  house,  which  likewise 
stands  within  the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the  most  regular  struc-^ 
tares  in  all  India.  Besides  these  settlements  along  the. 
^acoast  of  the  peninsula,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Gan- 
ges, the  English  East  India  company  possess  certain  inland 
factories  and  posts  for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  thcif 
commerce,  either  purchased  of  the  nabobs  and  rajahs,  or 
conquered  in  the  course  of  the  war.  As  the  operations 
we  propose  to  record  w*ere  confined  to  the  coasts  of  Malsi- 
bar  and  Coromandel,  or  the  interior  countries  which  form 
the  peninsula  intra  Gangem,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
describe  the  factory  at  Bencoolen,  on  the  island  of  Suma- 
tra, or  any  settlement  which  thi^  English  possess  in  other 
parts  of  the  East  Indies. 

$  XIX.  In  order  to  understand  th*  military  transac- 
tions of  Ae  English  company  in  India,  the  reader  will 
take  notice,  that  immediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  monsieur  Dupleix,  who  commanded  for  the 
French  in  that  country,  began  by  his  intrigues  to  sow  ihe 
seeds  of  dissension  among  the  nabobs,  that  he  might  1)6 
the  better  able  to  fish  in  troubled  waters.     Nizam  Almu- 
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lack,  the  niAg^*«  viteroy  of  Decani  having  the  rq^ht  of 
nominatiag  a  governor  of  the  Camatick,  now  mora  geiie«> 
rally  Icnown  bj-  die  name  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  appointed 
Anaverdy  JChan  to  that  offiee,  hi  the  year  one  ^ousand 
^Bcren  handred  and  forty- fire.      The  viceroy  dying  was 
succeeded  in  his  viceroyalty  or  tubasbip^  by  hi*  tecoiid  aon 
Naxirzing,  whom  the  mogul  confirmed*     He  wa»  opposed 
in  his  pretensions  by  hit  own  cousin  Muzapherzing^  who 
had  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  M.  Dupleix,  and  -obtained 
from  him  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans  and  artiUery,  ia 
consideration  of  many  preaents  and  promises  which  he  ful- 
filled in  the  seqneh     Thus  reinforced,  and  joined  by  <mt 
Chunda  Saib,   an  active  Indian  chief,  he  took  the  field 
sgainst  his  kinsman  Nazireing,  who  was  supported  by  a 
-body  of  English  troops  under  colonel  Laurence.      The 
French,  dreading  an  engagement^  retired  in  the  night;  and 
Muzapherzring,  seeing  himself  abandoned  by  all  his  own 
troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  cousin,  who  spared, 
his  life,   but  detained   him  as  a  state  prisoner.     In  this 
^  situation,  he  formed  a  conspiracy  against  his  kinsman's  life, 
with  Nazirzing's  primfe  minister,  and  the  nabobs  of  Cadu> 
pab  and  Condaneor,  then  in  hrs  camp  ;  and  the  conspirators 
were  encouraged  in  their  scheme  by  Dupleix  and  Chunda 
Saib,  who  had  retired  to  Pondicherry.     Thus  stimulated 
they  murdered  Nazirzing  in  his  camp,    and   proclaimed 
Muzapherzing  viceroy  of  Decan.      In   the   tents  of  the 
murdered    viceroy   they   found    an   immense  treasure,  off 
which  a  great  share  fell  to  M.  Dupleix,  whom  M uzapher^ 
-zing  the  usurper  at  this  time  associated  in  the  government. 
By  virtue   of  this  association  the  Frenchman  assumed  -the 
state   and  formalities  of  an   eastern   prince  *,    and  he  and 
his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda  Saib  nabob 
of  Arcot  J   Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  nabob,  had   been,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and   forty-nine,  de- 
feated and  slain  by  Muzapherzing  and^  Chunda  Saib,  with 
the   assistance   of  their   French  auxiliaries  ^    and  his  son 
Mahommcd  Ali  Khan  had  put   himself  under  the  protec- 
tion  of  the    English   at   Madras,  and   was    confirmed  by- 
Nazi  rzing,  as  his  father's  successor  in  the  nabobship,  or 
government   of  Arcot.     This  government,  therefore,  was 
disputed   between  Mahommed   Ali    Khan,  appointed  by 


the  legal  viceroy  NneVrzmg,  supported  by  the  Bng* 
fiib  CQmpenyt  and  Cbunda  Saib,  Dominated  by  the* 
usurper  Mu^pherzing,  and.  protecttjd  by  DupUix,  who 
commanded  at  Pondicherry*  Mu^apherzing  did  not  l^Rg 
aqyrvive  hia  usui-pation.  In  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  und  fifty^one,  the  same  naboba  who  had  promoted 
him  to  his  kinsman's  place^  thinking  them;6elves  ill  reward- 
^  for  their  services,  fell  upon  him  suddenly,  routed  hia 
troops,  9»d  and  put  him  to  death ;  and  next  day  the  chiefs 
of  the  army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother  to  Nazirzing^ 
viceroy  of  Decan ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  mogul  appointed 
Gausedy  Khan>  who  was  the  elder  brother  of  SalUbatzing : 
and  this  prince  confirmed  Mahommed  All  Khan  in  the 
government  of  Arcot :  but  the  affairs  of  the  mogul's  court 
yftr^  then  in  such  confusion,,  that  he  could  not  spare  an 
army  to  support  the  nomination  he  had  made*  Chund^ 
Saib,  nabob  of  Arcot,  having  been  deposed  by  the  great 
mogul,  who  placed  Anaverdy  Khan  in  his  rooip,  he 
resolved  to  recover  his  government  Ijy  force,  and  xhad 
recourse  to  the  French  general  at  Pondicherry,  who  rein* 
forced  him  with  two  thousand  sepoys,  or  soldiers  of  the 
country,  sixty  caffrees,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty 
French  troops,  on  condition  that,  if  he  proved  successful 
in  his  enterprise,  he  should  cede  to  the  French  the  town  of 
Velur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry,  with  its 
dependencies,  consisting  of  forty-five  villages.  Thus 
reinforced,  he  defeated  his  rival  Anaverdy  Khan,  who  lost 
his  life  in  the  engagement,  resumed  the  government  of 
Arcot,  and  punctually  performed  the  conditions  which  had 
been  stipulated  by  his  French  allies. 

§  XX.  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  at  the  death  of  his 
father  had  fled  to  TiruchirapaUi%  and  solicited  the  assis- 
tance of  the  English,  who  favoured  him  with  a  reinforce* 
ment  of  money,  men,  and  ammunition,  under  the  conduct 
of  major  Laurence,  a  brave  and  experienced  oflScer.  By 
dint  oi*  this  supply,  he  gained  some  advantages  over  the 
f ncipoiy^  who  were  obliged  to  retreat ;  but  no  decisive  blow 
was  given*     Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in  person  to 

n  ThmchlrtpalU,  commonly  called  Trichinopoly,  aitaatcd  near  the  wer 
Caareri,  above  two  hundred  miles  to  the  southward  of  Madras,  is  the  ca[Ntal  of  a 
4Aa)(  ]^i«ie4<un  ImlonCM)^  to  tfec  goremmeut  of  Arcot,  and  boundiM  oa  tke  east 
by  thV  kingdom  of  1  anjorp. 
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Fort   St*    Davids,   to  , demand   more  powerful  succoursv 
alleging  that  his  fate  was  connected  with  the  interest  of  the 
English  company,  which  in  time  would  be  obliged  to  aban'> 
don  die  whole  coast,  should  they  allow  the  enemy  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  conquests*     In  consequence  of  these  represen- 
tations, he  received  another  strong  reinforcement,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Cope ;  but  nothing  of  importance 
was  attempted,  and  the  Eitglish  auxiliaries  retired.    Then 
Mahommed  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  obtained  a 
complete    victory  over  him.        Finding  it   impossible  to 
maintain  his  footing  by  his  own  strength,  he  entered  into 
a  close  alliance  with  the  English,  and  ceded  to  them  some 
commercial  points,  which  had  been  long  in  dispute*     Then 
they  detached  captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli  in  a  pos- 
ture of  defence^;  while  captain  de  Gingins,  a  Swiss  officer, 
inarched  at  the   head  of  four  hundred  Europeans  to  the 
nabob's  assistance.     The  two  armies  being  pretty  equal  in 
strength,  lay  encamped  in  sight  of  each  other  a   whole 
month;  during  wlych  nothing  happened  but  a  few  skir- 
mishes, which  generally  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the 
English  auxiliaries*     In  order  to  make  a  diversion,  and 
divide  the  French  forces,  the  company  resolved  to  send  a. 
detachment  into,  the  province  of  Arcot;  and  this  was  one 
of  the  first  occasions  upon  which  the  extraordinary  talents 
of  Mr.  CUve  were   displayed.     He  had  entered  into  the 
service  of  the  East  India  company  as  a  writer,  and  was 
considered  as  a  person  very  indifferently  qualified  far  suc- 
ceeding in  any  civil   station  of  life*      He  now  offered  his 
services  in  a  military  capacity,  and  actually  began  his  march 
to  Arcot,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  ten  Europeans 
with  five  hundred  sepoys.® 

§  XXI*  Such  was  the  resolution,  secrecy  and  despatch 
with  which  he  conducted  this  enterprise,  that  the  enemy 
knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was  in  possession  of 
the  capital,  which  he  took  without  opposition*'  The  inhab- 
itants, expecting  to  be  plundered,  offered  him  a  large  sum 
to  spare  their  city ;  but  they  derived  their  security  from 
the  generosity  and  discretion  of  the  conqueror.  He 
refused  the  proffered  ransom,  and  issued  a  proclamation, 

o  The  sepoys  are  the  roercenaries  of  the  eountij,  who  are  hired,  as  tot 
(lier»  occasionally  by  all  pai'ties. 


iBtami^,  Amt  those  who  were  wiBing  td^tcfandit  hi  theiit 
houses  should  be  prcvtected  from' insult  nn^  injurs  a»d  th« 
re«t  hare  leave  to  retire  with  all  their  effects  except  "frfM^ 
dons, 'for  which  he  piMUiiiBad  to  paty  the '  full,  vahie.  B^ 
this  sage  conduct  he  conciHated  the  a^ections  of  the  peo^ 
fie  so  entirety,  that  cvexi  thbse  who  quitted  the  place  sup^ 
pGed  him  with  exact  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  designs, 
when  he  was  besieged  in  the  sequel.  The  town  was  in  a 
little  time  invested  by  Raja  Saib,  son  of  Chunda  Saib,  at 
die  head  of  a  nomerous  army,  and  the  operations  of  the 
liege  were  conducted  by  European  engineers*.  Though 
their  approaches  were  retarded  by  the  repeated  and  reso« 
lute  sanies  of  Mr*  CItve,  they  at  ter^idi  effected  twa 
breaches  supposed  to  be  praetical>le ;  and  on  the  14t^  day 
ef  October;^  in  the  year  1 751,  gave  a  general  assauk.  Mr« 
Clive,  having  received  intimatioQ  of  their  design,  had  ' 
made  snch  preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they  weia 
repubed  in  every  quarter  with  great  loss,  and  obliged  to 
nuse  the  siege  with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

$  XXII.  Thk  gaUant  Eogli^man,  not  conl^mted  with 
the  reputation  he  had  acqaired  fbt  his  noble  .defence,  was 
00  sooner  reinforced  by*  a  d^aohmeni  omder  captain  Kirkr 
Patrick  from  Tt-ichinttpoly,  than  he  inarched  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  whom  ■  he  overtook  in  .the  plains  of  Arani* 
There,  on  the  tKtrd  day  of  DeGeiid>er^  he-  aUacked  them 
with  irresistible  impetuosity ;  and,  aAer  an  obstinate  dia- 
pttte,  obtained  a  complete  vietoiy  at  a  very  small  expense* 
The  forts  of  Timeiyf  Cau)ceveram,  and  Aranie^  stirrendered 
to  the  terror  of  his  naim:,  rather  than  to  the  force  of  his 
Arms ;  and  he  returned  to  fort  St.  Davids  in  triumph* 
He  had  enjoyed  a  very  few  weeks^of  repose,  when  he  was 
sommoued  to  the  field  by  frebh  iaeursions  of  the  enemy^ 
hi  the  beginning  of  die  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty*two,  he  marched  widi  a  small  detachment  to  Ma- 
dras,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Bengal, 
the  whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred '£urppeans« 
and  assembled  a  body  of  the  natives,  that  he  might  at  least « 
have  the  appearance  of  an  army,  \yith  these  he  proceeded 
to  Koveripauk,  ;about  fifteen  miles  from .  Arcot^  where  he 
found  the  French  and  Indians^  considing  of  -  fifte(;n  hun« 
dircd  sepoys,  seventeen  hundred  horse^  a  bocty;  of  natives, 
Vol.  III.  B  b 
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and  om  hnmifi  aad  fi%  EnropMnt,  with  e%ht^ilece»  of 
cannon.  Though  diey  were  advantageously  posted  aad 
mtrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  far  advanced,  Mt« 
Clive  advanced  against  them  with  his  usual  intrepidity ;  bul 
die  victory  remained  for  some  time  in  suspense.  It  was 
BOW  dark,  and  the  batde  doubtful,  when  Mr.  Clive  sent 
round  a  detachment  to  Call  in  the  rear  of  the  French  batteryt 
This  attack  was  executed  with  groit  resolution,  while  the 
Engliah  in  front  entered  the  intt%nchments  with  thc^  baycH 
nets  fixed ;  and,  though  very  little  tinctured  with  diacipline, 
displayed  the  spirit  and  activity  of  hardy  veterans.  This 
doubie  attack  disconcerted  tiie  enemy  in  such  a  manner, 
that  they  soon  desisted  from  all  opposition.  A  considerable 
eamage  ensued ;  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy,  both 
horse  and  foot,  saved  themselves  by  flight,  under  cover  ef 
the  darkness.  The  French,  to  a  man,  threw  down  tfaeif 
mrms/ and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war :  and 
tXL  the  cannon  and  baggage  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor* 
§  XXIII.  The  province  6f  Arcot  being  thus  cleared 
of  tile  enemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  returned  to  fort  St. 
Pavids,  where  he  found  major  Laurence  just  arrived  from 
England,'  to  take  upon  him  the  command,  of  the  troops  in 
the  company^s  service.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  B^Iarch 
this  officer,  accompanied  by  major  Clive  took  the  fiekl,  and 
was  joined  by  captain  de  Gingins  at  Tiruchirapalli.  From 
hence  he  detached  Mr.  Clive  widi  four  hundred  European 
Jioldieri,  a  fi^w  Mahratta  horse,  and  a  body  of  sepfoys,  to 
CQ^  off  the  enemy's  retreat  to  Pondicherry.  In  the  course 
I9f  this  ex]>edition  he  dislodged  a  strong  body  of  the  foe 
posted  at  Samiaveram,  and  obliged  Chunda  Stab  to  throw  a 
bpdyof  troops  into  a  strong  fortified  temple,  ^r  pag^da^ 
upon  ^the  river  Koleroon,  which  was  immediately  invested^ 
^he  commanding  oiEcer,  in  attempting  to  escape,  was  slatt 
with  some  others,  and  the  rest  surrendered  at  discretion 
They  were  Still  in  possession  of  another  fortified  temple, 
which  be  also  besieged  in  form,  and  reduced  by  capitulation. 
Hav^iiig  subdued  these  forts^  he  marched  directiy  to  Vok 
poilda,  whither  he  undeii^tood  the  French  commander  D'Af^ 
ttuU  had  retired.  He  found  tiiat  officer  intrenched  in  a 
irillage,  from  whence  hie  dxoye  him  with  precipitation,  and 
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stsempledto  asre  cbemtelvet  in  the  ndgUxmriag  fort;  bia 
tii«  puc«  being  shut  mgainH  them  by  the  governor,  who 
was  applreh«Bsive  that  they  wodU  be  fbUoved  pellaeU  bf 
die  EngUah,  Mr.  CUve  attacked  Aem  with  great  fvry^  and 
nade  a  ooatidcrafale  tlaugfator:  but  his  hamaatty  bebg 
shocked  lit  this  eamage,  he  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  dbe  van* 
(inishodt  with  terns  of  capttubidon,  which  they  readily  ein* 
braced*  Thtse  articles  imported,  that  D'Anteuil,  and 
three  other  officerai  ahould  remain  prisoners  on  parole  fwe 
ene  year>  that  the  ^actison  should  bt  exchanged,  and  the 
money  and  stores  be  ddivered  to  the  nabob  whom  the 
Sng^tsh  supported. 

§  XXIV.  During  these  transactbns  Chunda  Saib  lay 
eaounped  with  an  army  of  thirty  thotwaad  men  at  Syrin* 
hsaa^  an  island  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tiruchirapallit 
which  he  Icmged  eagerly  to  possess.  Hither  major  Lanrenoa 
marched  with  his  Indian  alUes,"^  and  took  his  measurea  so 
well,  that  the  enemy's  provisions  were  entirely  intercepted* 
Chunda  Saib^  in  attempting  to  fly  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
nabob  of  Tanjore,  an  slly  of  the  £a|^iah  company,  whu 
ordered  his  head  to  be  struck  off,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
disputes  wUch  otherwise  would  have  arisen  among  the 
captors.'  The  main  body  of  the  army  being  attacked  by 
sugar  Laurence,  and  totally  <lefeated,  the  island  of  Syrinx 
ham  was  surrendered^  and  about  a  thousand  European 
French  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Law,  nephew 
to  the  famous  Law  who.schemed  the  Mississippi  company^ 
£pll  Into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  including  thirty  (^cer^, 
with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ten  mOrtars.  M.  Dapleix^ 
Aaugh  exceedingly  mortified  by  this  disastm*,  resolml  to 
maintain  the  cause  which  he  had  espoused.  He  prochumed 
Rajah  Saib,  the  son  of  Chunda  Saib,  nabob  of  Arcot ;  and 

q  HU  %Tmf  oobtiited  of  twelve  handred  RuropeArtt  Mid  Tuputet  Srt  W- 
UUioofi  twa  UKNuand  lepojrt,  with  the  iatfofike  nabob,  tbe  luns^o^  TainBr«» 
Moiasack,  and  the  Mahrattas;  amooating  to  fifteen  handred  horse  and  ten  tnou-^ 
tauid  infiuturr.  TopaMet  are  deMMdanta  fram  the  Pertugueto.  The  Mahnttaa 
are  native  Indians  of  a  very  numerous  and  powerful  nationi  whioh  hath  OMire 
tJloklitniee  civen  laV  to  the  mogul. 

«  r  Ohueda  Saib  demanded  Imn  oi  the  T«\}are  |^|eii6ral  to  put  threegh 
his  eamp  to  Tanjore,  and  this  request  was  granted't  but  instead  of  being  aUowed 
4e  pass,  he  was  detahied  prisoner,  aad  «i  die  allies  oo^d  not  agree  about  the 
mannei'  |n  whioh  he  should  be  disfosed  of|SOitie  of  the  Tai^^  olleerv  <tf  '^Mt 
own  Heeerdy  ended  tEe  dispute  \tf  ending  olF  lAs  head. 
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dfibertvtudb  preMfkhsd  that  ht  htmuU  htud  ivceivtft  from  the 
mogul  sonids  or  eomaMssioiM,  appohitmg  htm  goWmor  of 
all  the  Cftrnatic,  from  the  rWer  Knttnah^  to  tftie  sea:  but 
these  sanids  appeared  in  dM  sequel  to  be  forged.    In  order 
to  complete  the  comedy,  a  supposed  messenger  from  Delhi 
was  reeetved  at  Pondicherry  as  embassador  from  the  mo- 
gul.    Dupleix,  mounted  osi  an  elefibaaty  precedsd  by  music 
and   cbncing  women,   in  the^-otiental  maaoer,  received  in 
public  his   commission  from  the  liands  of  the  pretended 
ambassador.       He   affected  the  eastern  state,  kept  his  dar* 
bar  or  court,  where   he  appewed  sitting  crosslegged  on  a 
sopha,  and  received  presents  as  prince  of  the  country  frma 
his  own  counsel,  as  well  as  from  the  natives.*     In  the  mean 
time,  hostilities  continued  between  the  forces  of  die  two 
companies,   as  auxiliaries  to  the  contending  nabobs.     The 
English,   under   major    Kinnier,    made    a^    unsuccessful 
attempt  upon  Ginge,  a  strong  town  situated  to  the  west  of 
Pondicherry*     Major  Laurence  defeated  a  strong  body  ef 
French  and  natives,  commanded  by  Dupleix's  nephew,  M. 
de  Kerjean,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry,  and  took 
kirn  prisoner,  together  with  fifteen  officers :  after  this  sue* 
cess,  Mr.  Clive  reduced  the  forts  of  Covelong  and  Chen- 
galput,  the  last  very  strong,  situated  about  forty  miles  to 
the  southward  of  Madras.     On  'the  other  hand,  M.   Du-^ 
pkix  intercepted,  at  sea  captain  Schaub,  with  his  whole 
Swiss  company,    whom  he  detained  prisoners   at  Pondi- 
cherry, s^thoug^  the  two.natioas  were  not  at  war  with  each 
other.     During  these  transactions  SallabatziBg,  widi  a  body 
of  French  under  M.  de  Bossy^  advanced  towards  Aurenga- 
bad,  which    was    the  seat  of  government;  but   he    was 
opposed  by  a  chief  of  the  Mahrattas,  at  the  head  c^  a 
numerous  army*.    In  the  mean  time,  Gawzedy  Khan,  the 
elder  brodier  of  Sallabatzing,  whom  the  mogul  had^appoint- 
ed  viceroy  of  Decan,  took  possession  of  his  goyemrbent  at 
Aurengabad,  where,  in  fourteen  days  after  his  arrival,  he 
was  poisoned  by  his  own  sister.     The  mogul  immediately 
appointed  his  son  Scah  Abadin  Khan  to  succeed  his  father ; 
alkd  this  prince,  actually  raised  an   army  to  come  and  take 
jpossession ;  but  the  mogul's  a&irs  reqtii^ng  his  presence 
^t  Delhi,  he  was  obliged  to  postpone  his  design,  so  that 
Satlabatzing  was  left  without  a  competitor,  and  made  a  pre- 
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8ffi«i  ID  llhe  Fretich  of  riK  the  English  settlements  to  the 
notthi^^atxio  ,  Thus  conehided .  the  ytzlr  one  thoassind  seven 
hundrttd'aiid '(ifty<-two.  Nexe  ^jftmpftign  was  chiefly  con* 
fined  t&  the  neighboinrhood  ofTk-ithlnopolj,  where  major 
Laurence  made  sereeal  vigorous  'attacks  upon  the  enem3^s 
army,  and'  dbcakied  many  adirantages,  which,  however,  did 
not  prove  deetsiVe^  because  he  ^ai  so  much  outnumbered 
ijuut  he  could^  never  follow  his  Mow. 

^  XXV;  I«'  ttk  ooutue  of  this  y^ar,  the  mogul  was 
dtposed  by  Mtf  general  Sthah  Abadin  Khan,  the  viceroy  of 
l)ecan,  who  raised^lo  the  throfle  Allutti  Creer,  another  prince 
of  the  blood.  In  the  succeeding  year,  a  negotiation  was  §d: 
0n  foot  by  Mn  Saun^rs,  governor  of  Madras,  and  M. 
Dttpleix;  and  conffeiietkes  were  opened  at  S^driissti  Dutch 
setdetfnent  between  Pondieherry  and  fort  St.  €korge;  but 
tfiis  proved  abortive ;'  atod*  many  other  gallant-  eflbrts  were 
made  by  mi^r  Ilaiirence  tti  the  territory  of  Trichinopoly, 
which  ^U  ccfatffiued  to  be  the  scetse  of  action.  In  the 
course  iof  dik  year  adtnfaral  Watson  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
Cqromandel  with  a/'squadron  of  -ships  of  war,  having  on . 
board  a  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Aldercroou:  at 
the  same  time  the  i\ikps  fiom  France  brought  over  to  Pon* 
dicherry  the  ^ihixt'  Godc/heu,  commissary^  genend  and 
governor  general  of  all  their  settlements,  at  whose  arrival 
Dupleix  departed  €or  Europe;  The  new  governor  irnme-^ 
diately  wrote' a  letter  to  Mr.  Satmders,  professhig  the  most 
pacific  indimittoiit,  and  propo^g  a'*suspenmon  of^rnvs 
betweei^  the  two  compMies'  imtii  th^  disputes  could  be 
amitsMy  adjv^ed.^  *  This'  proposal  waof  very  agreeable  to 
the  governor  and  couneil  at  Madras,  aad  a  cessatioiit  of 
arms  actualfy  took-  place  in- the  month  ol  October,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  kindred  and  fifty^Ur.  Deputiea 
being  sent*  to  Pofcdicheity,  a  ptov^sionUl  tr^a^ty  andr  truci 
werecondttded,  oiUcondicion  th^t  tfelther  of  the  two  com* 
panics  should  for  theJftiture  intel'fere  in  any  difference  that 
might  arise  betwben  llhe  princes  of  the  oouritt^;  The  other 
articles  related  to  th^  places  and  i^t^misMs  ^At  should  be 
raained  ^«r  podseised  by  the  reispettl^ieompaiiies,  until 
fresh  foidar^  relating  to  this  /agi^^ment  should  arrive  from 
the  courts  of  London  and  Versailles,  transmitted  by  the 
two:  East' ladia  companies  of  France  and  feygltod.     Unti{ 
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Biich  orders  fboiild  nrrH^^  '^  Wfts  vdpubl^d  ikH  neillicr 
aatioa  should  be  aUowed  td  pt^ociufe  :9ny  new  grafeit  or  .cfa^ 
aioDt  or  to  build  fons  for  tk^  dcfeoce  of  Dewje«taUkb9M»Uf 
and  that  tbey  should  |H>t  proceed  to  mycifssioQS:  re^oces'^ 
sfon,  or  evaluation  of  what  dufy  then  poaftosstd^*  btttrever/ 
dung  siiould  reaaain  on.  the  fooitkif  of  mti  pmmikth^  How 
pacific  soever  the  aentimeots  of  the  Ffeprii  sublets  might 
have  been  at  this  period  in  the  Kait  Indies^  ceiiiki  it  ia,  the 
designs  of  the  Frea«h  governors  m  America  were  |dto* 
gather  hostile,  :^  tiieir  condOct  hssttening:  lo^mrds  a-wp* 
ture,  whi<^  kindbul  up  ai  Uoocfy  w»r.  in  every  dividm^ 
^  globe. 

$  XXyi.  As  Hhis  war  may.  be  termed  a  native  of 
Americat  and  the. principal  scales  of  it  were  aeted  on  tbtt 
continent,  we  shall,  for  the  informatiQii  of  the  reader^  sketcb 
out  the  situation  of  the.  then  Brilisb  cdonka  «s  they ;  bor- 
dered on  each  other,  and  extended  ahmg.-the  aeacoaal^  froaa 
the  gulf  of  St«  Lawrence  as  ha  south  as  the  country  dl 
Florida.  We  shall  enumerate  |he  Itidian  naipkais  that  lie 
scattered  about  their  confines,  and  delinease  the  manner  in 
which  the  French  hemmed  them  in.  by  a  surprising .  line  o€ 
fortifications.  Should  we  compmheod  iHudson's  Bay,  with 
the  ad|ac^t  countries,  ^d  the  bteks  of  Newfoundland^  vh 
AU  geographical  detail,  we  might  affirm  that  Great  Britiu« 
at  that  time  possessed  ^  tarrisocy  along  the.  seaooast^ 
exten^ng  seventeen  .  hundred  aoUes*  •  in.  a  diteoi  line^  frona 
the  sixtieth 'to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  .northern  latitnde^ 
but  as  these  two  countries  were  not  concerned  in  this  dts« 
|mte,  we  shall  advance  ftom  the  ncathwajrd  jto  the  southern 
aide  oi  the  gulf  of  St«  Lawrence ;:  and  beginning  with  Aca-» 
dia  or  Nova  Scotia,  describe  our  settlem^nto,  as  tkey  lie  in 
a  southerly  direction,  as  far  as  -th^  g^lf  of  Florida.     This 

reat  mict  of  country,  stretching  fifteen  degrees  of  latitude, 
waited  on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean :  the  southern 
hpuiidary  is  Spanish  Florida  f  but  to  thd  westward  the 
limits  are  uncertain^  sowfe  affirming  that  the  jdrisdicticm  of 
the  cQl<mies  penetratea  through  the  wbsle  comioentt  lis  far 
as  the  South  Sea ;  while  otber«|  with  more  moderation^  thiidc 
|hey  are  naturally  bounded  by  the  river  Illionois  that  runs 
into  the  Mississippi,  and  in  a  manner'  ccmnects  that  river 
,  with  the  .chaia^  alf  kkes  known  by  the  mames  of  Michigan, 
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Htaroa^  Erk^  tod  OtttarfOt  tlie  tkre«  €fU  domnimictUBg 
widi  each  othte,  and  the  last  di'sdwipging  itself  into  dM 
river  Su  Lawi^eace,  which  ranning  by  Montreal  and  Que* 
bee  issues  into  the  bay  of  the  same  detiominationt  ibrming 
the  northern  boundary  of  Noira  Scotia.  The  Frenth,  who 
had  no  kgal  claim  to 'any  lands  on  the  aouth  side  of  thii 
rirer^. nevertheless,  with  an  insoleiice  of  ambition  peculiar 
to  themselves,  not  only  extended  their  forts  from  the  sourot 
^  the  St.  Lawrence,  through  an  immense  tract  of  that 
country^  as  far  as  the  Mississippi,  which  diseittbogues  itself 
into  the  gulf  of  Florida ;  but  also,  by.  a  series  of  unparal* 
leled  encroachments,  mdeavoured  to  contract  the  English 
colonies  within  such  narrow  limits'  as  would  have  cut  off 
almost  one  half  of  their  possessions.  As  we  have  alreadjr 
gtven  a  geographical  description  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  men** 
tioned  the  particulars  of  the  new  settlement  of  Halifax,  wa ' 
shall  now  only  observe,  that  it  is  surrounded  on  three  sides 
by  the  sea,  the  gulf,  and  river  of  St.  Lawrence ;  that  its 
original  boundary  to  the  west  was  the  river  Pentagoet;  but 
it  is  now  conjtracted  within  the  river  St«  Croix,  because  tlis 
crown  of  Great  Britain  did,  in  the  year  ope  thousand  six 
liundred  and  stxty*tiiree,  grant  to  the  doke  of  York  the  ta> 
ritory  of  Sagadaliack,  stretching  from  St.  Croix,  to  the  rivet 
of  this  name ;  which  was  in  the  sequel^  an  express  chartsr 
finom  the  crown,  annexed  to  Ae  province  of  Massacbusett^s 
Bay,  one  of  the  four  governments  of  New  Enj^nd.  Thb 
country,  situate  next  to  Nova  Scotia,  lies  between  the  forty-* 
first  and  forty*fifth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  extending  neai^ 
three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  hi 
breadth,  if  we  bound  it  by  those  tracts  which  the  Frendi 
possessed :  no  part  of  the  settlements  of  this  country,  how- 
ever, stretdies  above  sixty  miles  from  the  sea.  The  sUm*' 
mer  is  here  intensely  hot,  and  the  winter  proportional:^ 
severe ;  neverdiekss  the  climate  is  healthy,  and  the  sky 
generally  serene.  The  soil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of  the 
European  kinds  of  grain ;  but  produces  great  plenty^  ol 
maiz,  which  the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into  beer^ 
though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  molasses  bopped^ 
and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of  the  spruce  fir^  which  is  a 
native  of  this  country.  The  ground  raises  good  flax  and 
tolerable  hqpip.     Here  are  great  herds  of  black  cattle,  some 
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of  dtem  veiy^bnge  ii^aize,  « tvatt  oaoAer  o£  eaKeUentobogs^ 
^  breed  of  aoiaH  horses,  graceful,  swifts  atd  bard^ ;  and 
large  flocks  of  ^heep,  ^hofe  'wool,  though  aotiso  fine  as  that 
of  England,  is  mafmfaotured'vrith  gr«at  success; 

$  XXVII.  New  England  is^.composed  of  the  four  pro-, 
vinces  known  by  the  ikames  of  New  Ham^hire,  Massachu* 
fl^s,3ayt  Rhode  Island,  and  ConnecticiiU  It  is  bounded 
QU  the  south  by  New  York  extending  iKnrtherly  on  both 
sides  ^  of  the  ri%rer  Hudson,  about  two  bmdred  miles  into 
the  country  possisssed  by  the  Indians  of  .die  five  nations, 
lAfhom  the  French  distinguish  by  thenanseof  thelrroquois; 
but  in  breadth  this  province  does  not  exceed  fifty  miles, 
fhou^  it  comprehends  Long  Ishwd,  lying  to  the  southward 
of  Ck>nnecticut.  The  capital,  which  derives  from  the  pro«- 
vtnce  the  nam^e  of  New  York,  is  situated  on  an  exceUsn;t 
harbour  in  the  island  of  Manahatton,  extending  fourteen 
miles  in  length,  And  fire  in  breadth,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
apble  river  Hudson,  which  is  navigaUe  for. above  two  hun- 
dred miles.  At  the  (Ustanoe  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  New  York  stan^  the  town  >  of  Albany,  vxpon  the  same 
river*  In  this  plaoe  all  ihe  treaties  and  other  trahsactions 
w^e  negptiated  between  the  English  and  the  Irroquois,  a 
eonfederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  who,  by  their  union, 
CQurage,  and  military  skiU,  had  reduced  a  great  number  of 
9thfl;r  Indian  tribes^  and  subdued  a  territory  more  extensive 
than  the  whole  kingddm.of  Fnmce.  They  were  about 
fbursedre  years  ago  able  to  bring  ten  thousand  warriors  into 
the^  field ;  but  now  their  number  is  so  greatly  diminished 
by  wars,  Epidemical  diseases,  and  the  <use  of  spiirituous 
l^ifors,  that  they  carinot  raise  above  fifteen  hundred  men, 
even  though  th«y  have,  admitted  into  their  confederacy  the 
na^tion  ofthe  XAis«aroi»d,.whom  the  English  drove  from  the 
cj^infines  of  .CaroUsoa*^  The  Mohock  Indians  inhabit  the 
cQuntT}'  advanced  fro*n  Albany.  The  northern  extremities 
of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  su-e  divided  by  the  lakes 
Cbaaiplain  land  Sacrail»ent,  between  which  the  French  had 
raised  ti»e  ibrt  of  Crown  ^Potnt.  ^ 

[  §  XXVIII.  Contiguous  to  New  York,  and  lying  along 
i^e  coast,  in  a  southerly  dit^ection,  is  the  small  (H-ovince  of 
N^w  Jersey,  bo«md^.on  the  west  by  the  river  Delaware, 
mrhich  divides  it  ixpm  Pcwuylvania,  extending  about  one 
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kmidred  and  fifty  mil^  in  length,  but  in  breadth  not  more 
than  one^^hird  of  that  extent*  The  dimate,  soil,  and  pro- 
dqce  of  these  two  provinces,  as  wdl  as  of  Pennsylvania,  are 
similar*  They  yield  great  quantities  of  grain,  sheep,  horses,. 
hogs,  and  homed  cattle ;  all  kinds  of  ^ultry  and  game  in 
great  abundance :  vegetables  of  every  sort  in  perfection,  and; 
excellent  fruit,  particularly  peaches  and  melons.  Their  vast 
forests  abound  with  oak,  ash,beeeh,  chestnut,  cedar,  walnut 
trees,  cypress^  hickery^  sassafras,  and  pine ;  but  the  timber 
is  not  counted  so  fit  for  shipping  as  that  of  New  England 
and  Nova  Scotia*  These  provinces  produce  great  quanti- 
ties of  flax  and  hemp.  New  York  aflfords  mines  of  iron, 
and  very  rich  copper  ore  is  found  in  New  Jersey. 

$  XXIX.  Pennsylvania,  lying  to  the  southward  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  is  bounded  on.  the  other  side  by 
Maryland,  stretching  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  lengthy 
two  hundred  in  breadth,  and  having  no  communication 
with  the  sea,  except  by  tfie,  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware. 
This  province  was  originally  settled  by  quakers,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  celebrated  William  Benn,  whose  descend- 
ants are  still  proprietaries  of  the  country.  Philadelphia, 
the  capital,  stands  on  a  tongue  of  land,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  two  navigable  rivers,,  the  {Delaware  and  the  Schuylkill, 
disposed  in  the  form  of  a  regular  oblong,  and  designed  by  the 
original  plan  to  extend  from  the  one  to  the  other.  The 
streets,  which  are  broad,  spacious,  and  uniform,  cross  each 
other  at  right  angles,  leaving  proper  spaces  for  churches, 
markets  and  other  public  edifices.  The  houses  are  neatly 
built  of  brick,  the  quays  spacious  and  magnificent,  the 
warehouses  large  and  numerous,  and  the  docks  commodious 
and  well  contrived  for  ship  buildmg.  Pennsylvania  is 
understood  to  extend  as  far  northerly  as  the  banks  of  the 
lake  Erie,  where  the  French  erected  a  fort.  They  also 
raised  another  at  some  distance  to  the  southward  of  the 
Rtviere-au-Boeuf,  and  made  other  encroachments  on  this 
colony. 

9  XXX.  Adjoining  to  part  of  Pennsylvania^  on  the 
seacoast,  lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a  tract  of  land 
situated  along  the  bay  of  Chesapeak,  in  length  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  mil^us,  and  nearly  of  the  same  breadth, 
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bounded  on  the  north  by  Pennsylvania,  on  tlie  east  by  die 
Atlantic  Oceans  and  by  the  river  Potowmack  on  the  south. 
This  couiiktry  was  first  planted  wiA  Roman  catholics  by 
lord  Baltimore^  to  whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent. 
In  thfe  sequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were  admit- 
ted iitto  this  settlement,  and  indulged  with  liberty  of  con- 
•cietice,  and  at'  present  the  reigning  religion  is  that  of  the 
English  church*  The  climate  is  very  sultry  in  Summer, 
and  not  ver^  salubrious.  The  soil  is  JFruitful,  and  proda* 
ces  a  great  quantity  of  tDbacco,  which  the  people  cultivate 
$09  their  staple  commodity.  The  seat  of  govemmeht  is 
established  at  Annapc^is,  a  small  town  beautifully  situated 
on  the  river  Patuxent* 

^  XXXI.  Tracing  the  seacoast  still -southerly,  the  next 
setdement  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north  by  the'  river 
Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary  between  this  and  the 
colony  last  described,  having  the  bay  of  Chesapeak  to  the 
east,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Carolina,  and  extending 
westward  without  any  prescribed  limits,  though  the  planta- 
tions have  reached  fK>  farther  than  the  great  Allegany 
mountains ;  so  that  the  province,  as  how  possessed,  stretches 
in  length  above  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  in  breadth 
not  above  two  hundred,  l^ing  between  the  fifty-fifth  and 
fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.  In  sailing  to  Virginia,  navi- 
gators steei*  through  a  strait  formed  by  two  points,  oiUed 
die  Capes,  idto  the  bay  of  Chesapeak,  a  large  inlet  diat  runs 
diree  hundred  miles  itito  the  country  from  south  to  north, 
covered  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  the  eastern  side  of 
Maryland,  and  a  sniall  portion  of  Virginia  on  the  same 
peninsula.  This  nOble  bay  is  about  eighteen  miles  broad 
for  a  considerable  space,  and  seven  at  its  narrowest  part, 
yielding  generally  nine  fathoms  depth  of  water :  on  both 
sides  it  receives  many  navigable  rivers,  those  on  the  Vir-r 
ginia  side  being  known  by  the  ijame  of  James  river,  York 
river,  the  Rappahannock,  and  Potowmack.  This  country, 
especially  towards  the  sea,  lies  very  low  and  swampy,  and 
the  soil  a  extremely  fertile.  The  air  atid  weather  are  vari- 
able, the  heals  of  summer  excessive,  the  frosts  of  winter 
sudden  and  nitensely  cold;  so  that  upon  the  whole,  the 
climate  is  neither  very  agreeable  nor  healthy,  the  people 
bein^;  particularly  subject  to  agues  %nd  pleuritic  disprderSi^ 


The  province  abounds  with  vast  foreato  of  timber;  the 
plains  are  covered  with  a  surptbing  luxuriancy  of  vegeta- 
bleSf  flowers,  and  flowering  shrubs,  diflusing.the  most  deli- 
cious fragrance*  The  ground  yields  plenty  of  com,  and 
every  sort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and  perfecticNt. 
Horned  cattle  and  hogs  have  here  midtiplied  to  admiratibn, 
since  they  were  first  imported  frbm  Europe.  The  animals, 
natives  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  are  deer, 
panthers  or  tigers,  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  squirrels,  racoons,  * 
and  creatures  called  oponums,  with  an  infinite  varie^  of 
beautiful  birds,  and  a  diversity  of  serpents,  among  which 
the  rattle  snake  is  the  most  remarkable. 

$  XXXII.  Virginia  is  bounded  to  the  south  by  the  two 
Carolinas,  situated  between  the  forty-sixth  and  thirty«first 
degrees  of  latitude ;  the  length,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
four  hundred  miks,  and  t^e  breadth  extending  near  three 
hundred,  as  far  as  the  Indian  nations  called  the  Catawbas, 
the  Creeks,  and  Cherokees.  The  country  of  Carolina  is 
divided  into  two  governments,  of  which  the  most  northern 
is  the  most  inconsiderable.  The  climate  in  both  is  the 
same,  as  well  as  the  soil;  the  first  b  warm,  though  not 
unhealdiy ;  the  last  extremely  fertile,  yiddtng  every  thing 
in  plenty  which  is  produced  in  Virginia,  besides  abundance 
of  exceUent  oranges,  and  some  commodities  which  are  not 
found  to  the  northwai^d.  North  Carolina,  though  not  so 
opulent,  is  more  populous  than  the  southern  part.  The 
colonists  of  North  Carolina  carry  on  a  considerable  traftc 
in  tar,  pitch,  turpeiitine,  staves,  shingles,  lumber,  com,  peas, 
pork,  and  beef,  tobacco,  deer  skins,  indigo,  wheat,  rice, 
bees  wax,  tallow,  bacon,  and  hog's  lard,  coftcJn,  and  squared 
timber,  live  cattle^  with  the  skins  of  beaver,  racoon,  fox, 
minx,  wild  cat,  and  otter.  South  Carolina  b  much  better 
cultivated ;  the  people  are  more  civilized  and  the  commerce 
moire  important.  The  cs^pi^  of  this  province  called  Charles- 
town,  iis  finely  situated  at  the  confluence  of  two  navigable 
rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a  commodious  harbour* 
Their  trade,  exclusive  of  the  articles  we  have  already  men* 
tioned,  as  con^mon  «to  thb  government  and  that  of  North 
CaipUna,  consists  of  two  chief  staple  commodities,  rice  and 
indigo,  whi^h  d^y  cultivate  with  great  success;  and  they 
have  lik^wiae  niade  some  ^o^ss  in  the  culture  of  silk. 
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$  XXXIII.  The  most  southern  of  all  our  settlements 
on  this  coast  is  Georgia,  extending  about  sixty  miles  from 
north  to  south,  along  the  seashoEre ;  but  widening  in  the 
inland  parts  to  above  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  stretching 
almost  three-  hundred  from  the  sea  to  the  Apalachin  moun- 
tains. This  country  differs  very  litdc  from  that  of  South 
Carolina,  with  which  it  borders ;  yet  the  summer  is  here 
more  hot  and  the  soil  not  so  fertile.  Savannah,  the  capital, 
stands  commodiously  for  trade,  about  ten  miles  from  the 
sea,  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  navigable  with  large 
boats  two  hundred  miles  farther  up  to  the  second  town  called 
Augusta,  a  place  that  flourishes  by  the  Indian  trade  of  skins, 
which  the  inhabitants  carry  on  with  their  neighbours  the 
Creeks,  the  Chickesaws,  and  the  Cherokees,  who  are  the 
most  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  America.  Georgia 
is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  river  Attamaha,  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  Spanish  fort  of  St.  Augustin. 

§  XXXIV.  Having  tlius  exhibited  a  succinct  view  of 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  for  the  information 
of  the  reader,  we  shall  now  resume  the  thread  of  our  his- 
tory, and  particularize  the  transactions  by  which  the  present 
year  was  distinguished  on  this  extensive  continent.  The 
government  of  £ngland  having  received  nothing  but  eva- 
sive answers  from  the  court  of  France,  touching  the  com- 
plaints that  were  made  of  the  encroachments  of  America, 
despatched  orders  to  all  the  governors  of  that  country  to 
repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  the  French  from  their  settle- 
ments on  the  river  Ohio.  Accordingly,  the  provinces  of 
Virginia  anfl  Pennsylvania  took  this  important  affair  into 
their  consideration ;  but  while  they  deliberated,  the  French 
vigorously  prosecuted  their  designs  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountains,  they  surprised  Log's  town,  which  the  Virgini- 
^^s  had  built  upon  the  Ohio ;  made  themselves  masters  of 
the  block  house,  and  truck  house,  where  they  found  skins 
and  other  commodities  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  destroyed  all  the  British  traders,  except  two 
who  found  means  to  escape.  At  the  same  time,  M.  de 
Contrecoeur,  with  a  thousand  men,  and  et^teen  pieces  of 
cannon,  arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  Venango,  a 
fort  they  had  raised  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  reduced 
by  surprise  a  British  fort  which  the  Viirginians  had  buitt 
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on  the  forks  of  the  Monangahela^  that  runs  into  the  same 
river. 

§  XXXV.  These  hostilities  were  followed  by  divers 
skirmishes  between  the  people  of  the  two  nations  which  were 
fought  with  various  success.  At  length  the  governors  of 
the  English  settlements  received  orders  from  England  to 
4orm  a  political  confederacy,  for  their  mutual  defence ;  and 
the  governor  of  New  York  was  directed  to  confer  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  six  nations,  with  a  view  to  detach  them  from 
the  French  interest  by  dint  of  promises  and  presents  of 
value,  sent  over  for  that  purpose.  A  congress  was  accord* 
ingly  appointed  at  Albany,  to  which  place  the  governor  of 
New  York  repaired,  accompanied  by  commissioners  from 
all  the  other  British  setdements :  but  a  very  small  number 
of  Indians  arrived,  and  eventhese  seemed  to  be  indifferent 
to  the  advances  and  exhortations  that  were  made  by  the 
English  orator.  The  truth  is,  the  French  had  artfully 
weaned  them  from  their  attachment  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Bk'itain.  Nevertheless,  they  accepted  the  presents,  renewed 
their  treaties  with  the  king  of  England,  and  even  demanded 
his  assistance  in  driving  the  French  from  the  posts  and 
possessions^ they  had  usurped  within  the  Indian  territories. 
It  was  in  consequence,  of  the  measures  here  taken,  that 
colonel  Washington  was  detached  from  Virginia  with  fouv 
hundred  men,  and  occupied  a  post  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
0hio,  where  he  threw  up  some  works,  and  erected  a  kind 
of  occasional  fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  himself 
in  that  situation,  until  he  should  be  joined  by  a  reinforce- 
ment from  New  York,  which  however,  did  not  arrive. 

$  XXXVI.  While  he  remained  in  this  situation,  de 
Viller,  a  French  commander,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred 
men,  being  on  his  march  to  dislodge  Washington,  detached 
one  Jamonville,  an  inferior  officer,  with  a  small  party,  an/l 
a  formal  summons  to  colonel  Washington,  requiring  him  to 
quit  the  fort,  which  hp  pretended  was  built  on  ground 
belonging  to  th^JPreqch;  or  their  allies.  So  little  regard 
was  paid  to  this  intimation^  that  the  English  fell  upon  this 
party,  and,  as  the  French  a$rm,  without  the  least  pro- 
vocation, either  slew  or  took  the  whole  detachment.  De 
Viller,  incensed  at  these  unprovoked  hostilities,  marched  up 
to  the  attack,  which  Washington  for  some  time  sustained 
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Under  manifold  disadvantages.  At  length,  howevier,  he  snr- 
tendered  the  fort  upon  capitulation,  for  the  performance  of 
which  he  left  two  officers  as  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the 
French ;  and  in  his  retreat  was  terribly  harassed  b^  the 
tbdians,  who  plundered  his  baggage  and  massacred  his 
people.  This  event  was  no  sooner  known  in  England,  than 
the  British  ambassador  at  Paris  received  directions  to  com- 
plain of  it  to  the  French  ministry,  as  an  open  violation  of 
the  peace ;  but  this  representation  had  no  effect. 

$  XXXVI  I.  Both  nations  by  this  time  forsaw  that  a 
rupture  would  be  inevitable,  and  each  resolved  to  make 
suitable  preparations.     France  continued  to  send  reinforce- 
ments of  men,  and  supplies  of  ammunition  to  Quebec,  for 
the  prosecution  oTher  ambitious  projects ;  and  the  ministry 
of  Great  Britain  transmitted  salutkry  cautions  to  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  pro\'inces  in  North  America,  exhorting  them 
to  join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy.     Such  an  union  as  seenaed  necessary  for  their  com- 
mon preservation  was  not  easily  effected.     The  different 
colonies  were  divided  by  different  views  and  interests,  both 
religious  and  political :  besides,  every  settlement  was  distrac- 
ted into  factions,  formed  by  the  ^  governor  and  the  dema- 
gogues of  the  assembly :  in  other  words,  an  opposition  like 
that  in  parliament,  and   a  continual  struggle  between  the 
libeHies  of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the  proprietor, 
whether  sovereign  or  subject.     Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor  bi 
Virginia,  having  demanded  a  certain  perquisite  or  fee  for 
every  patent  he  should  pass  for  land,  the  assembly  voted 
his  demand  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive.  They  decla- 
red that  every  man  who  paid  it  should  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  his  country  and  sent  over  an  agent  to  London,  to  solicit 
the   suppression  of  this  imposition.     The  representatives 
of  the   people  in  Pennsylvania  wasted   the  time  in  vain, 
deliberations  and  violent  disputes  with  their  proprietons, 
while  the  enemy  infested  their  frontiers.     The  col6ny  of 
New  York  was   filled  with  discontent  and  animQsity.     Sir 
Danvers  Osborne,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  df 
this  province,  died  immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Neiv   ~ 
York,  and  th^  instructions  he  had  received  %Vere  ejsposed  to 
public  censure.     The  preamMe  inveighed  severely  against 
the    want    of  duty;    allegiance,  loyalty^  iand  •  unanimity,' 
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which  had  lately  appeared  so  notorlouft  in  the  assembly  of 
that  province,  who  had  violated  the  royal  commission  and 
instructions,  by  assuming  to  themselves  the  power  to  dispose 
of  public  money  in  the  law  which  they  had  occasionally 
passed.  This  gentlenMm  was  therefore  directed  to  insist 
upon  the  reformation  of  all  those  public  abuses,  and  upon 
the  establishment  of  a  qeruin  supply  for  the  service  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  upon  the  settlement  of  a  salary  for 
himself.  Moreover,  his  majesty,  in  diese  instructions, 
signified  his  will  and  pleasure,  that  all  money  raised  for  the 
supjdy  and  support  of  government,  or  upon  any  emergency 
for  immediate  service,  should  be  disposed  of  and  applied  pro- 
periy  to  the  use  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by  warrant 
from  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council  of  the  province,  and  no  other  wise  :  that,  nevertheless, 
the  assembly  should  be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to 
view  and  examine  the  accounts  of  money  disposed  of,  by 
virtue  of  laws  which  they  had  enacted  :  that  if  any  member 
of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  trust  or  profit 
within  the  government,  should,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
give  his  assent  to,  or  in  anywise  advise  or  concur  with 
the  assembly  in  passing  any  act  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal 
prerogative  might  be  lessened  or  impaired,  or  any  money 
be  raised  or  disposed  t)f  for  the  public  service,  contrary  to, 
or  inconsistent  with,  the  method  prescribed  by  these  instruc- 
tions, the  governor  should  forthwith  remove  or  suspend 
such  counsellor  or  officer  so  offending,  and  give  an  imme- 
diate account  of  his  proceedings  to  the  commissioners  of 
trade  and  plantations.^  These  were  peremptory  injunctions, 
srhich  plainly  proved  that  the  ministry  was  determined  to 
support  the  prerogative  with  a  high  hand ;  but  it  must  be 
owned,  at  the  same  tin^,  that  abundance  of  provocation 
had  been  given,  by  the  insolent  opposition  of  some  turbulent 
individuak,  who  had  exerted  all  their  influence  in  dis*' 
turbing  and  distressing  all  the  views  and  designs  of  the 
government.  While  the  British  colonies  in  America  were 
by  diese  divisions,  in  a  great  measmre  disabled  from  making 
vigorous  efforts  against  the  common  enemy,  the  adminis- 
tration at  home  began  to  exert  itself  for  their  defence. 
Officers  were  appointed  for  two  regiments,  consisting  of  two 
battalions  efich,  to  be  raised  in  America,  and  commsinded 
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by  sir  William  Pepl)erel  and  governor  Shirley,  who  had 
enjoyed  the  same  command  in  the  last  war,  and  a  body  of 
troops  was  destined  for  the  same  service. 

5  XXXVIIL     The    most   remarkable    incident    that 
i^i&rked  this  year  on  the   continent  of  Europe,  was  the 
conversion  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Hesse  Castle,  who 
had  espoused  the  princess  Mary  of  England.     He  now 
declared  himself  a  Roman  catholic,   and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  cajoled  to  this  profession  by  the  promises  of 
certain  powers,  who   flattered  his  ambition,   in  order  to 
weaken  the  protectant  interest  in  G^rtnany.     His  father, 
though  deeply  aflected  by  his  son's  apostacy,  did  not  fail 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  preventing  the  evil  conse- 
quences  which   might  otherwise   have    flowed    from    his 
defection.      He    forttiwith    assembled   the    s^tes   of  the 
landgraviate,    in    order  to  take  €(uch  measures  as   might 
appear  necessary  to  maintain  the  religion,  laws,   and  con- 
stitution of  the  country;  and  the  prince  was.  laid  under 
certain  restrictions,  which  he  did  not  find  it  an  easy  task 
to  set  aside.     It  was  enacted  that  when  the  regency  should 
devolve  to  him  by  succession,  he  should  not  have  it  id  his 
power  to  alter  the  established  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
persons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  public  exercise 
of  their  reli^on :  and  that  he  shoulci  be  excluded  from  all 
share  in  the  education  of  his  sons,   the  elicst  of  whom 
should  be  put  in  the  possession  of  the  country  of  Hanau 
upon  his  father's    accession  to  the   regency  of  the  land- 
gravistte.     These  resolutions  were  gua/'anteed  by  the  kings 
of  Prussia  and  Denmark,  by 'the  maritime  powers,  and  the 
evangelic  body  of  the  empire.  ' 

$  XXXIX.  ^rh'e  exile  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  far 
from  having  intimidated  the  other  tribunals  from  perfQrming 
what  they  apprehended  to  be  their  duty,  served  only  to^ 
inflame  ihe  discontents  of  the  people,  and  to  animate  all 
the  courts  of  justice  to  a  fall  exertion  of  their  authority. 
The  Chatelot  continued  to  prosecute  those  priests,  who 
Infused  the  sacrament  to  persons  whose  consciences  would 
not  allow  them  to  subscribe  to  the  bull  Lfnigenitus,  even 
after  three  of  their  members  were  sent  to  the  Bastile..  The 
same  prosecutions  were  carried  on,  and  bold  remonstrances 
published  by  the  parliaments  of.  Aix  and   Rpiien.     In  a 


word,  tbo  vAcie  klftgdom  wm  filled  with  such  confusion  as 
threatened  a  total  suppression, of  justice,  in  a  general  spirit 
of  disafl^tion,  and  universal  anarchy.  The  prelates, 
meanwhile,  seemed  to  triumph  in  the  combustion  they  had 
raised*  They  entered  into  associations  to  support  each 
other ;  they  intrigued  at  court,  and  harassed  the  king  with 
insolent  declarations,  till  he  grew  tired  of  their  proceedings, 
and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  their  pri^e 
and  obstinacy*  He  even  took  an  opportunity  of  exhorting  . 
the  archbishop  of  Paris  to  act  more  suitably  to  the  char- 
acter of  a  clergyman*  He  recalled  the  parliament  from 
exik,  and  theiy  returned  in  triumph,  amidst  the  acclamations 
of  the  people,  who  celebrated  their  arrival  at  Paris  with 
the  most  extravagaiit  demonstrations  of  joy ;  and  the  arch- 
bishop, notwithstanding  the  king's  express  declaration  to 
the  contrar}%  still  persisting  in  countenancing  the  recusant 
priests,  was  banished  to  Conflans-sous-Charentpn. 

$  XL*  In  Spain,  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  was  so 
warmly  espoused,  atfd  so  powerfully  supported  by  Mr* 
Wall,  who  had  been  resident  in  England,  that  the  French 
party,  though  countenanced  by  the  queen  mother,  and  sus- 
tained with  all  the  infloence  of  the  marquis  de  la  Ensenada, 
the  prime  minister,  was  totally  defeated*  The  king  being 
convinced,  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  his  subjects 
to  live  on  good  terms  with  England,  and  well  apprized  of 
Enscnada's  intrigues,  ordered  the  minister  to  be  arrested 
and  confined,  and  bestowed  upon  Mr*  Wall  the  best  part  of 
his  employments*  Nevertheless,  the  Spaniards  in  the  West 
Indies  continued  to  oppress  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
employed  in  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras ;  and 
representations  on  this  head  being  made  to  the  court  of 
Madrid,  the  dispute  was  amicably  adjusted  between  Mr* 
WaU  and  sir  Benjamin  Keene,  the  British  ambassador* 
While  the  interest  of  Britain  thus  triumphed  in  Spain,  it 
seemed  to  lo«e  ground  at  the  court*  of  Lisbon.  His  Por- 
tuguese.  majesty  had  formed  vast  project?  of  an  active 
commerce,  and  even  established  an  East  India  company : 
in  the  mean  time  he  could  not  help  manifesting  his  chagrin 
at  the  great  quantities  of  gold  which  were  yearly  exported 
from  hfs  domimo|>6,  as  the  balance  due  from  his  subjects^ 
en  fittgli^  commodities.     In  hi»  etuleavours  to  check  this 
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traffic,  which  he  deemed  so  detrimtatai.  to  hb  ttibjeccs,  he 
inflicted  hardships  oa  the  British  merchants  settled  at- 
Lisbon :  some  were  imprisoned  on  frivolous  pretences ; 
others  deprived  of  their  property,,  and  obliged  to  quit  the 
kingdom*  He  insisted  upon  laying  an  imposition  of  two 
per  cent,  on  all  the  Portuguese  gold  that  shovdd  be  exported  ; 
but  the  profits  of  the  trade  would  not  bear  such  an  exaction. 
Meanwhile,  there  being  a  scarcity  of  com  in  Portugal,  tihe 
kingdom  was  supplied  from  England;  and  the  people 
having  nothing  but  gold  to  purchase  this  necessary  supply, 
the  kir^  saw  the  necessity  of  conniving  at  the  exportation 

.  of  his  coin,  and  the  trade  reverted  into  its  former  channel. 

$  XL  I.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  the  king 

of  Great  Britain  opened  the  session  of  pariiament  with  aft 

harangue,  which  intimated  nothing  of  an  approaching  rup- 

,  ture.  He  said,  that  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  Europe 
had  undergone  very  little  alteration  since  their  last  meeting  ; 
that  he  had  lately  received  the  strongest  assurances-  from 
his  good  brother  the  king  of  Spain  of  friendship  and  confi- 
dence, which  he  would  cultivate  with  harmony  and  good 
faith.  He  declared  his  principal  view*  should  be  to 
strengthen  the  foundation,  and  secure  the  duration  of  a 
general  peace ;  to  improve  the  present  advantages  of  it  for 
promoting  the  trade  of  his  good  subjects,  and,  protecting 
those  possessions  which  constituted  one  great  source  ,of 
their  wealth  and  commerce.  Finally,  he  exhorted  ^m  to 
complete  their  plan  for  appropriating  the.  forfeited  estates 
in  the  Highlands  to  the  service  of  the  public.  He  probably 
avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of  France,  that  he 
might  supply  no  handle  for  debates  on  the  address,  which 
was  carried  in  both  houses  almost,  without  opposition. 
The  government  seemed  determined  to  humble  the  inso* 

^lence  of  the  Prench  council^ ;  and  this  disposition  was  so^ 
agreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  that  they  grudged  no 
expense,  and  heartily  concurred  with  the  demands  of  the 
ministry. 

§  XLII.  The  commons  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year  four  millions  seventy^three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds ;  one  million  of  that  sum. 
expressly  given  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  auglaent  <bia 
forces  1^  laiuL  and  sea.      Thirt;y-two  thousand  poimds 
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were  allotted  as  a  subsidf  to  the  king  of  Polimd,  and  , 
twenty  thousand  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  These  gratifi- 
cations met  with  little  or  no  opposition  in  the  committee  of 
supply  5  because  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that,  in  case  of 
a  rupture  France  would  endeavour  to  avail  herself  of  her 
superiority  by  land,  by  invading  his  Britannic  majesty's 
German  dominions ;  and  therefore  it  might  be  necessary  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  such  allies  on  the  continent.  That 
they  prognosticated  aright,  with  respect  to  the  designs  of 
that  ambitious  power,  will  sooti  a^)pear  in  the  course  of  this 
history ;  which  will  also  demonstrate  how  little  dependence 
is  to  be  .placed  upon  the  professed  attachihent  of  subsidiary 
princes.  The  supplies  were  raised  by  the  standing  branches 
of  the  revenue,  the  land  tax  and  malt  tax,  and  a  lottery  for 
one  million ;  one .  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  it  to  1^ 
deducted  for  thf  service  of  the  public,  and  the  remainft^v 
nine  hundred  thousand  to  be  charged  on  the  produce  of  the 
sinking  fund,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
eommence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six.  The  civil  trans- 
actions of  this  session  were  confined  to  a  few  objects. 
Divers  new  regulations  were'  made  for  encouraging  and 
improving  the  whale  and  vrtiite  herring  fishery,  as  well  as 
(or  finishing  and  putting  in  a  proper  3tate  of  defence  a  new 
fort,  lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

$  XLIII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  psyta^sttr  general  of  the  forces, 
brought  in  a  bill,  which  will  ever  remain  a  standing  monu- 
ment of  his  humanity.  The  poor  disabled  veterans  who 
enjoyed  die  pension  of  Chelsea  hospital,  were  so  iniqui- 
tously  oppressed  by  a  set  of  miscreants,  who  supplied  them 
with  money  per  advance,  at  the  most  exorbitant  rates  of 
usury,  that  many  of  t^m,  widi  their  families,  were  in  dan- 
ger of  starving ;  and  the  inteatipn  of  government  in  grant- 
ing such  a  comfortable  subsistence  was  in  a  great  nieasure  - 
defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that  this  evil  originally 
flowed  from  die  delay  of  die  first  payment,  which  the  pefl- 
sioner  could  not  touch  till  the  expiration  of  a  whole  ^'ear 
after  he  had  been  put  upon  the  list,  renioved  this  necessity 
of  borrowing,  by  providing  in  the  bill,  that  half  a  year's 
pension  should  be  advanced  half  a  year  before  it  is  due; 
aibl,  ^e  practice  of  usury  was  effectually  prevented  by  a 
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dausf ,  €MCtifig»  dMt  all  cotttrads  dwuld  be  void  by  wUph 
any  pension  might  be  mortgaged.  Thia  humane  regiikuon- 
was  unanimously  approved,  and  having  passed  through  both 
houses  with  uncommon  expe^ioni  received  the  royal 
assent* 

$  XLIV.  Notwithstandivig  the  unanimity  manifested  by 
^e  commons,  in  every  thing  relating  to  the  measures  for 
acting  vigorously  against  the  common  enemy  of  the  nation^ 
they  were  remarkably  disturbed  and  divided  by  a  contested 
election  of  membei^  for  Oxfordshire.  In  the  course  of  this 
dispute,  the  strength  and  influence  of  what  they  called  the 
old  and  new  interest^  or,  to  speak  more  intelligibly,  of  tha 
^  tories  and  whigs  in  that  county,  were  fully  displayed*  Tha 
candidates  sustained  on  the  shoulders  of  the  old  interest, 
were  lord  viscount  Wenman  and  sir  James  Dashwood.: 
their  competitors,  whom  the  new  interest  supported,  and 
of  consequence  the  ministry  countenanced,  were  Iprd  Par^c 
ker  and  sir  Edward  Turner.  Never  was  any  contention  of 
this  kind  maintained  with  more  spirit  and  animosity,  or 
carried  on  at  a  greater  expense.  One  would  have  imagiaed 
.that  each  side  considered  it  as  a  dispute  which  must  bave 
determined,  whether  the  nation  should  enjoy  its  ancteot 
liberty,  or  tamely  submit  to  the  fetters  of  corruption. 
Noblemen  and  gentlemen,  clergymen  and  ladies,  employed 
all  their  talents  and  industry  in  canvassing  for  either  side, 
throughout  every  township  and  village  in  the  county. 
Scandal  emptied  her  whole  quiver  of  insinuation,  cahimny^ 
and  lampoon ;  corruption  was  not  remiss  in  promises  and 
^N-esents  :  houses  .  of  entertainment  were  opened  ;  and 
nothing  was  for  some  tin^  to  be  seen  but  scenes  of  ti^mak^ 
riot,  and  intoxication.  The  revenue  of  many  an  iodepeo* 
dent  prince  on  the  continent  would  not  have  been  suffi^i^nt 
to  affor^  sucli  sums  of  money  as  w^e  expended  in  the 
course  of  this  dispute.  At  length  they  proceeded  to  elec- 
tion, and  the  sheriff  made  a  double  return  of  all  the  four 
candidates.,  so  that  not  one  of  them  could  sit,  and  the  qouuQr 
lemained  without  a  representative  u^til  this  ambiguoue 
affair  could  be  decided  in  the  house  of  commc^qs.  About 
die  middle  of  November  petitions  being  presented  by  th^^ 
lour  candidates,  as  well  as  by  the  gendemen,  cler^,  and 
fUtier  j&«eholdem  of  tbeieawiey,  coasplaining  of  an  undue 


electiOB^  ami  double  return,  the  matler  of  these  petUtoat^ 
w«8  heard  at  the  bwr  of  the  house  on  the  third  of  Decem«> 
her.  The  counsel  for  lord  Wenman  and  sir  James  Dash- 
wood  alleged,  that  they  had  the  majority  of  votes  upon  the 
fM^  and  this  circumstance  was  admitted  by  die  counsel  on 
the  other  side ;  then  they  proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence, 
that,  after  closing  the  poll,  the  sheriff  declared  the  majority 
of  votes  to  be  in  fevour  of  these  two  candidates,  and 
adfoumed  the  court  from  the  twenty-third  day  of  April  to 
ike  eigl^  of  Mayi  so  that  the  scrutiny  demanded^  and 
granted  on  the  behalf  of  lord  Parker  and  sir  £dward 
Turner  could  not  be  discussed  before  the  last  day  in  the 
month,  when  die  writ  was  returnable  ;  that  the  scrutiny  did 
not  begin  till  the  ninth  day  of  May,  when  the  time  was 
protracted  by  disputes  about  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  carried  on ;  that  lord  Parker  and  sir  Edward  Turner 
were  allowed  to  object,  through  the  whole  poll,  to  the  votes 
on  the  miier  side,  on  pretence  that  their  competitors  should 
be  permitted  to  answer  diese  objections,  and,  in  their  turn, 
oiigect  throughr  the  whole  poll  to  the  voters  for  lord  Parker 
and  sir  £dward  Turner,  who  should,  in  the  last  place,  have 
leave  to  answer :  diat  lord  Wenman  and  sir  James  Dash* 
wood  had  disapproved  of  this  method,  because  they  appre- 
hended it  might  induce  their  competitors  to  make  such  a 
AUmber  of  frivolous  objections,  that  they  should  not  have 
time  to  answer  one  half  of  them,  much  less  to  make  objec- 
tions of  their  own  before  the  writ  should  be  returned :  that 
they  foresaw  such  a  number  of  frivolous  objections  were 
made,  as  engrossed  At  attention  of  the  court  till  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  May ;  so  that  they  could  not  begin  to  answer 
any  of  the^e  objections  till  the  twenty-eighth ;  and  on  the 
thirtieth  the  sheriff,  having  closed  the  scrutiny,  made  the 
do%U)le  return*  The  proof  being  exhibited,  tl^  counsel 
insisted,  that,  as  they  had  established  a  majority  on  ih^ 
poll,  and  demonstrated  that  this  majority  neither  was  nor 
could  be  overthrown  by  such  an  unfinished  scrutiny,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  other  side  to  proceed  upon  the  merits  of 
the  election,  by  endeavouring  to  overthrow  diat  .majority  of 
which  tfieir  clients  were  in  possession.  '  A  question  in  the 
house  b^ysg  carried  to  the  same  purpose  lord  Wenman  and 
sir  James  Dashwood  objected  to  five  hundred  and  thirty 
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voters  <m  the  other  side,  whom  they  proposed  to  disqualify* 
Their  counsel  examined  several  witnesses,  to  prove  the 
partiality  of  the  sheriff  in  favour  of  lord  Parker  and  sir 
Edward  Turner,  and  to  detect  these  candidates^  in  the 
practice  of  bribery ;  for  which  purpose  they  produced  a 
letter  in  their  own  handwriting.  They  afterwards  proceeded 
to  dbqualify  particular  voters,  and  summed  up  ^11* 
evidence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January.*  Then  the 
counsel  for  the  other  side  began  to  refute  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality and  corruption ;  and  to  answer  the  obje<^ns  that 
had  been  made  to  particular  voters.  They  produced  evi* 
dence  to  prove,  that  customary  freeholders,  or  cnstomsury 
holdings,  had  voted  at  elections  in  die  counties  of  Gkmor- 
gan,  Mohmouth,  Gloucester,  Wells,  and  Hereford;  and 
that  the  customary  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Woodstock,  in 
Oxfordshire,  had  been  reputed  capable  of  voting,  and  even 
voted  at  elections  for  that  county.  In  a  word,  they  con- 
tinued to  examine  evidences,  argue  and  refute,  prove  and 
disprove,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when  after 
some  warm  debates  and  divisions  in  the  house,  lord  Parker 
and  sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared  duly  elected;  and 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered  to  amend  the  .return,  by 
erasing  the  names  of  lord  Wenman  and  sir  James  Da^- 
wood.  Many,  who  presumed  to  think  for  themselves, 
without  recollecting  the  power  smd  influence  of  the  adrain" 
istration,  were  astonished  at  the  issue  of  this  dispute ; 
which,  however,  might  have  easily  been  foreseen;  inas- 
much as,  during  the  course  of  the  proceedings  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  many  questions  debated  in  the  house  were  deter- 
mined by  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  the  new  interest. 
A  great  number  of  copyholders  had  been  admitted  to  vote 
at  this  election,  and  the  sheriff  incurred  no  censure  for 
allowing  th6m  to  take  the  oath  appointed  by  law  to  be  taken 
by  freeholders :  nevertheless,  the  commons  carrfuHy  avoided 
determining  the  question,  whether  copyholders  possessed  of 
the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  clear  of  all  deductions, 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  fof  knights  to  represent  the  fi(hire 
within  which  their  copyhold  estates  are  situated  i  This  point 
being  left  doubtful  by  the  legislature,  puts  it  often  in  the 
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power  of  the  sheriff  to  return  vrhtcji  of  the  candidates  he 
peases  to  support ;  for  if  the  majority  of  the  voting  copy* 
holders  adheres  to  the  interest  of  his  favourites,  he  will 
admit  their  votes  both  on  the  pott  and  the  scrutiny ;'  whereas, 
should  they  be  odierwise  disposed,  he  will  reject  them  aa 
unqualified.  What  efiect  this  practice  may  have  upon  thef 
independency  of  parliament,  every  person  must  perceive 
who  reflects,  that  in  almost  all  the  counties  of  England  the 
high  sheriffs  are  annuaUy  appcunted  by  the  asinister  for  the 
time  being* 

$  XL  V.  The  attention  of  the  le^slature  was  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  conduct  of  France,  which  preserved  no 
medium,  but  seemed  intent  upon  striking  some  important 
blow,  that  mig^t  serve  as  a  declaration  of  war.     At  Brest, 
and  other  ports  in  that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employ- 
ed in  equipping  a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  seni- 
le to  own  it  was  intended  for  North  America.     Towards 
the  latter  end  of  March  sir  Thomas  Robinson ,  secretary  of 
state,  brought  a  message  from  the  king  to  the  parliament, 
mtimating,  that  his  majesty  having  at  the  beginning  of  die 
session  declared  his  principal  object  was  to  preserve  the 
public  tranqutttity^  at  the  same  time  to  protect  those  possea- 
9ion8  which  constitute  one  great   source  of  the  commerce 
and  weahh  of  his  kingdoms,  he  now  found  it  necessary  to 
acquaint  the  house  of  commons,  that  tiie  present  situation 
of  affairs  made  it  requisite  to  augment  his  forces  hy  sea 
and   land,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  might  b^st 
tend    to  preserve  the    general  peace  of  Europe,  and    to 
secure  the  just  rights  and  possessions    of    his  crown  in 
America,   as    well   as   to  repel  any    attempts  whatsoever 
that  might  be  made  to  support  or  countenance  any  designs 
which  should  be  formed  against  his  majesty  and  his  king* 
doms  ;  and  his  majesty  doubted  not  but  his.  faithful  com* 
mons,    on   whose   affection  and    zeal    he    entirely   relied, 
would  enable  him  to  make  such  augmentations,  and  to  take 
such  jneasures  for  supporting  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  for  the  security  of  his 
dominions  in  the  present  critical  conjuncture,  as  the  exi-  , 
gency  of  affairs  might  require  ;  in  doing  which  his  majesty 
would  ha\^e   as  much  regard  to  the  ease  of  his  good  sub- 
jects as  should  be  consistent,  with  their  safety  and  welfare*' 
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In  answer  to  thb  message  a  very  warm  and  affectkmat^ 
addrejBS  was  presented  to  his  majest)' ;  and  it  was  on  this 
occasion  diat  the  million  ^vas.  grafted  for  augmenting  his 
forces  by  sea  and  land.*  The  court  of  Versailles,  notwidi* 
^  standing  the  assiduity  and  despiitch  which  diey  were  exert* 
.  ing  in  equipping  armamests,  and  embarking  troops  for  the 
support 'of  their  ambitious  schemes  in  America,  still  coiw 
tinuad  to  amuse  the  British  ministr}'  with  general  deelara-' 
tions,  that  no  hostility  was  intended,  nor  the  least  infringe- 
ment of  the  treaty. 

$  XLVI.  The  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  English  ambas- 
sador at  Paris,  having  lately  died  in  that  city,  diese  assur« 
ances  were  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  by  the 
marquis  de  Mirepoix,  who  resided  in  England  with  the 
same  character,  which  he  had  supported  since  his  firM 
arrival  with  equal  honour  and  poKteiiess.  On  this  occasion 
he  himself  was  so  far  imposed  upon  by  the  instructions  he 
had  received,  that  he  believed  the  professions  of  his  court 
were  sincere,  and  seriously  endeavoured  to  prevent 'a  rup« 
)ure  between  the  two  nations.  At  length,  however,  their 
preparations  were  so  notorious  that  he  began  to  suspect  the 
consequence;  and  the  French  mmistiy  produeed  such 
proofs  of  their  insincerity  and  double  dealing,  that  he 
seemed  to  be  struck  with  astonishment  and  chagrin.  Me 
repaired  to  France,  and  upbraided  the  ministry  of  Versail- 
les for  having  made  him  the  tool  of  their  dissimulation. 
They  referred  him  to  the  king,  who  ordered  htm  to  return 
to  London,  with  fresh  assurances  of  his  pacific  intentions  : 
.  but  his  practice  agreed  so  ill  with  his  professions,  that  the 
ambassador  had  scarce  obtained  an  audience  to  communi- 
cate them,  when  undoubted  intelligence  arrifved,  that  a 
powerful  armament  was  ready  to  sail  from  Brest  and 
Rochefort.     The  government  of  Great  Britain,  roused   by 

8  Tb?  minittrr  ha?ing  reaolred  to  tend  a  ^y  of  forcei  to  Aperiea,  to 
%«t  in  conjunction  vith  the  provincial  troops  raised  on  that  cuittiiient,  it  became 
•eeessary  that  the  mutiny  act  diould  be  rtadered  more  clear  and  extensive. 
When  this  bill,  therefare,  fell  under  consideration,  it  waa  iraprove<l  with  a  new 
clause,  providing,  *'  that  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  any  troops  being  niustered 
^  "  and  in  pay,  whieh  are  or  shall  be  raited  ■»  any  of  the  BHtish  promn«es  m 
**  America,  bjr  authority  of  the  respective  governors  or  governments  thereof 
^  than,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  they  happen  to  join  or  act  in  conjune- 
*' tioQ  vith  his  msjet^'s  British  forces,  be  liabie  to  martial  law  aad  diacipline,  in 
*<  like  manner,  to  all  intenU  and  purposes,  as  the  British  forceaare :  aM  diaHbe 
**Bid(iMt«>ilifir0uvetrl»iipeQaltSef,nid| — '"^ '" 
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this  information,  immediately  took  the  most  expeditious 
methods  for  equipping  a  squadron ;  and  towards  the  latter 
end  of  April,  admiral  Boscawen  sailed  with  eleven  ships  of 
the  liae.  and  one  frigate,  having  on  board  a  considerable 
number  of  land  forces,  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  enemy : 
but  more  certain  and  particular  intelligence  arriving  soon 
after,  touching  the  strength  of  the  French  fleet,  which  con- 
sisted of  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and 
transports,  with  a  great  quantity  of  warlike  stores,  and 
four  thousand  regular  troops,  commanded  by  the  baron 
Dieskau,  admiral  Holbourne  was  detached  with  six  ships 
of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  to  reinforce  Mr.  Boscawen; 
and  a  great  number  of  capital  ships  were  put  in  commis- 
sion. In  the  beginning  of  May  the  French  fleet,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Macnamara,  an  oflicer  of  Irish  extraction, 
sailed  from  Brest,  directing  his  course  to  North  America: 
but,  after  having  proceeded  beyond  the  chops  of  the  English 
ehannel,  he  returned  with  nine  of  the  capital  ships,  while 
the  rest  of  the  armament  continued  their  course,  under  the 
direction  of  M.  Bois  de  la  Mothe. 

§  XLVII.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  the  king 
went  to  the  bouse  of  lords,  where,  after  giving  the  royal 
assent  to  the  bills  then  depending ;  for  granting  a  certain 
sum  out  of  the  sinking  &ind,  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  for  the  better  regulation  of  marine  forces  on  shore, 
for  the  better  raising  of  marines  and  seamen,  and  to  seve- 
ral other  public  and  private  bills :  his  majesty  put  an  end 
to  the  session  of  parliament  by  a  speecK,  in  which  he 
acq^ai^ted  the  two  houses,  that  the  zeal  they  had  shown 
for  ^supporting  the  honour,  rights,  and  possessions  of  his 
crown,  had  afforded  him  the  greatest  satisfaction :  that  his 
delire  to  preserve  the  public  tranquillity  had  been  sincere 
and  uniform :  that  he  had  religiously  adhered  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  made  it  his. 
care  not  to  injure  or  offend  any  power  whatsoever ;  but 
tiiat  he  never  could  entertain  a  thought  of  purchasing  the 
name  of  peace  at  the  expense  of  suffering  encroachments 
upon,  or  yielding  up,  what  justly  belonged  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, either  by  ancient  possession  or  by  solemn  treaties : 
that,  the  vigour  and  firmness  of  his  parliament,  on  this 
Vol.  Ill-  .  E  e 
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important  occasion/had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared  for 
such  co^itingencies  as  might  happen:  that,  if  reason^ 
able  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation  could  be 
agreed  upon,  he  would  be  satisfied,  and  at  all  events, 
rely  on  the  justice  of  his  cause,'  the  effectual  support 
of  his  people,  and  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence. 
The  parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  twenty-seventh 
of  May. 
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BOOK  III. 
CHAP.  IV. 


§  I.  Preparations  for  roar.     $  II.  Earl  Pauleys  motion 
against  the  King^s  g^ng  to  Hanover.     §  III.  Ri^ency 
appointed  during  his  Majesty^ s  absence.    IV.  Boscawen^s 
expedition.    Alcide  and  Lys  taken.    §  V.  French  Ambas* 
sador   receUkd.     §  VI.   Their  trade  greatly  distressed. 
^  VII.  Affairsof  the  English  in  America.  Col.  Monckton 
takes  Beau-sejour.     §  VIII.  General  Braddock^s  trnfor- 
innate  expedition.     $  IX.  He  falls  into  an  ambuscade  ; 
is  defeated^  and  killed.     §  X.  Disagreement  between  the 
Governor  and  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  XI.  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point  and  Niagara  resohed  on.    $  XII. 
Gen.  Johnson  encamps  at  Lake  George.    §  XIII.  Where 
he  is  attacked  by  the  French^  who  are  entirely  defeated* 
$  XIV.  Bravery   of  Captain.  JkPGinnes.     §  XV.  Gen. 
Johnson  created  a  Baronet.  $  XVI.  Description  of  Fort 
Oswego  and  Lake  Ontario.     XVII.  Neglect  of  the  Eng* 
lishy  in  not  fortifying  it.    $  XVIII.  Expedition  against 
Niagara.    §  XIX.  Gen.  Shirlwy  returns  to  Albany.   End 
of  the  campaign  in  America^    ^  XX.  Fruitless  intrigues 
of  the  French  in  Spain  and  Germany.     $  XXI.   Treaty 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  with  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
CasseL     $  XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the  Alcide  and 
Lys  reaches  England.   §  XXIII.   The  King  returns  from 
Hanover^  and  concludes  a  treaty  with  Russia.    $  XXIV* 
Declaration  of  the  French  ministry  at  the  Court  of  Vienna* 
$-  XXV-  Spirited  declaration  of  the  K*ng  of  Prussia. 
$  XXVI.   The  French  make  another  unsuccessful  attempt 
upon  the  Court  of  Spain.  §  XX  VII.   The  ^perial  Court 
refuses  auxiliaries  to  England.    §  XXVlll;   The  French 
take  the  Blandford  man  ofwar,  but  return  it.     $  XXIX. 
State  of  the  English  and  French  navies.     §  XXX.  *y^^- 
sion   opened.      $  ;  ^XXL  Remarkable  addresses  of  the^ 
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Lords  and  Commons.  §  XXXII.  His  Majesty* s  answer. 
$  XXXIII.  Alterations  in  the  Ministry.  Mr.  Fox 
made  Secretary  of  State.  §  iXT^IV.  Supplies  voted. 
§  XXXV.  Earthquake  at  Ltibon.  §  XXXVI.  Relief 
voted  by  Parliament  to  the  Portuguese.  §  XXXVII. 
Troops  Sfc.  voted.  §  XXXVIII.  Mutiny  bill^  marine^ 
and  mariners  acts  continued.  §  XXXIX.  Act  for  raising 
a  regiment  of  foot  in  North  America.  §  XL.  Maritime 
laws  of  England  extended  to  America.  §  XLlt.  ^et 
of  Ireland  restored.  §  XLII.  Treaty  concluded  vnth 
Prussia.  §  XLII  I.  New  militia  bill  passed  by  the  Com" 
mons^  but  rejected  by  the  Lords.  §  XLIV.  Sesshns  closed. 

§  I.  WHILST  all  Europe  was  in  suspense  about 
the  fate  of  the  English  and  French  squadrons,  preparations 
for  a  vigorous  sea  war  were  going  forward  in  England 
with  an  unpandleled  spirit  and^  success.  StiH  the  French 
court  flattered  itself  that  Gneat  Britain,  out  of  tenderness 
to  his  majesty's  German  dominions,  would  abstain  from 
hostilities.  Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent  confer- 
ences with, the  British  ministry  who  made  no  secret  that, 
their  admirals,  particularly  Boscawen,  had  orders  to  attack 
thiS^J'renfh  ships  wherever  they  should  meet  them ;  on  the 
^S)ther  hand,  mons.  de  Mirepoix  declared,  that  his  master 
.  would  consider  the  first  gun  fired  at  sea  in  an  hostile  man- 
c  ner  as  a  declaration  of  war.  This  menace,  for  from  inti- 
midating the  English,  animated  them  to  redouble  their  pre- 
parations for  war.  The  press  for  seamen  was  carried  on 
^th  extraordinary  vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  as 
well  as  in  Ireland;  and  great  premiums  were  given  not 
only  by  the  government,  but  also,  over  and  above  his 
idajesty's  bounty,  by  almost  all  the  considerable  cities  and 
towns  in  England,  to  such  as  should  enlist  voluntarily  for 
sailors  or  soldiers.  OtKer  branches  of  the  public  service 
went  on  with  C4^ual  alacrity :  and  such  was  the  eagerness 
of  the  people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  government^'  that 
instead  of  one  million,  which  was  to  be  raised  by  way  of 
lottery,  thi^ee  millions  itight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
pounds  were  subscribed  immediately. 

$  II.  The  situation  of  a&irs  requiring  hh  majesty  to 
go  to  Germany  this  summer,  great  apprehensions  arose  in 
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the  minds  of  many,  lest  the  French  should  either  intercept 
him  in  his  journey,  or  prevent  his  return.  Emrl  P»ilet 
had  made  a  motion  in  the  house  of  lords,  humUy  to  re- 
present to  his  majesty,  ^  That  it  was  an  article  in  the 
^'  original  act  of  settlement  by  which  the  successicm  of  these 
^'  kingdoms  devolved  to  his  electoral  house,  that  the  king 
''  should  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without  the  consent 
^  of  parliament ;  and  that  this  was  a  principal  article  in  the 
''  compact  between  the  crown  and  the  people  :  that  though 
^*  this  article  was  repealed  in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  late, 
*^  it  had  always  been  the  custom  of  his  majesty  to  acquaint 
*^  the  parliament  with  his  intended  departure  to  his  Ger- 
^  man  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  sense  and 
^  spirit  of  the  act  that  placed  him  on  the  throne  as  well  as 
^  for  the  paternal  kindness  of  his  roy9l  heart,  and  the  conde- 
''  scension  he  had  been  so  good  to  show  to  his  parliament 
^  on  all  occasions ;  but  that  his  majesty's  declaration  of  his 
^  design  to  visit  his  electoral  estates  had  always  come  on  the 
^^  last  day  of  a  session,  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  great  con- 
^'  stitotional  council  of  the  crown  to  offer  such  advice  as  might 
^'  odierwise  have  been  expedient  and  necessary :  that  his 
'^  ms^esty's  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a  conjuncture  so  preg* 
^  nant  with  distress,  so  denunciative  of  danger,  ^ould  not 
^  only  give  the  greatest  advantage  to  such  as  might  be  dis- 
^^  posed  to  stir  up  disaffection  and  discontent,  and  to  the 
"  constitutional  and  national  enemies  of  England ;  but  would' 
^  also  fill  his  loyal  subjects  with  the  most  affecting  concern, 
*'  and  most  gloomy  fears,  as  well  for  their  own  safety,  as  for 
^^  diat  of  their  sovereign,  whose  invaluable  life,  at  all  times 
^^  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  his  people,  was  then  infinitely 
^  so, by  reason  of  his  great  experience,  the  affection  of  every 
"  one  to  his  royal  person,  and  the  minority  of  the  heir  appar- 
"  ent."  Such  was  the  purport  of  this  motion ;  but  it  was  not 
seconded  by  any  of  the  other  lords. 

$  III.  The  general  uneasiness,  on  account  of  his  majes- 
ty's departure,  was  greatly  increased  by  an  apprehension 
that  there  Would,  during  his  absence,  be  no  good  agreement 
amongst  the  regency,  which  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
sons: his  royal  highness  William  duke  of  Cumberland; 
Thomas  lord  archbishop  of  Canterbury:  Philip  earl  of 
Hardwicke,  lord  high  chancellor :  John  earl  of  Granville, 
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president  of  the  council :  Charles  duke  of  Marlborough, 
lord  privy  seal;  John  duke  of  Rutland,  steward  of  the 
household;  Charles  duke  of  Grafton,  lord  chamberlain; 
Archibald  duke  of  Argyle ;  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  first 
commissioner  of  the  treasury ;  the  duke  of  Dorset,  master 
of  the  horse  ;  the  eaH  of  Holdernesse,  one  of  the  secretaries 
of  state ;  the  earl  of  Rocfaford,  groom  of  the  atok ;  the  mar- 
quis of  Hartington,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland;  loxd  Anson, 
first  contmissioner  of  the  admiralty ;  sir  Thomas  Robinson^ 
secretary  of  state;  and  Henry  Fox,  esq.  secretary  at  war. 
His  majesty  set  out  from  St.  James's  on  the  i¥renty*cighth 
of  April  early  in  the  morning,  embarked*  at  Harwich  in  tht 
afternoon,  landed  the  next  day  at  Helvo'etskiys,  and  arrived 
at  ttanover  on  the  second  of  May. 

$  IV.  Admiral  Boscawen  with  eleven  ships  of  the  Ibe 
and  a  frigate,  hftving  tnken  on  board  two  regimentt  at  Ply- 
nnouth,  sailed  from  thence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  April 
for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  a  few  days  after 
his'  arrival  there,  the  French  fleet  from  Brest  came  to  the 
same  station,  under  the  command  of  M.  Bois  de  la  Mothe. 
But  the  thick  fogs  which  prevail  upon  these  coasts,  especially 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two  armaments  from  see- 
ing each  cjher ;  and  part  of  the  French  squadron  escaped 
up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  whilst  another  part  of  them  went 
round,  and  got  into  the  same  river,  through  the  straits  of 
Belleisle,  by  a  way  which  was  never  known  to  be  attempted 
before  by  ships  of  the  line.  However,  whilst  the  English 
fleet  lay  of  Cape  Race,  which  is  the  southernmost  point  of 
Newfoundland,  and  was  thought  to  be  the  most  proper 
situation  for  intercepting  the  enemy,  two  French  ships,  the 
Alcide,  of  sixty- four  guns,  and  four. hundred  and  eighty 
men,  and  the  l.ys  pierced  for  forty- four  guns,  but  mount- 
ing only  twenty-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land  forces 
on  board,  being  separated  froflh  the  rest  of  their  fleet  in  the 
fog,  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk,  captain  Howe, "and  the  Defi- 
ance, captain  Andrews,  two  sixty  gun  ships  of  the  English 
squadron  ;  and  after  a  smart  engagement  which  lasted  some 
hours,  and  in  which  captain  (afterwards  lord)  Howe  behaved 
with  the  greatest  skill  and  intrepidity,  were  both  taken,  with 
several  considerable  oflicers  and  engineers,  and  about  eight 
thousand  pounds  in  money.     Though  the  capture  of  these 
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a,  from  whtcK  t^^  commencement  of  the  war  may  in 
fact  be  dated,  fell  greatly  short  of  what  was  hoped  for  from 
this  expediti<m ;  yet,  when  the  news  of  it  reached  England, 
it  waa.of  infinite  service  to  the  public  credit  bt*  every  kind, 
and  animated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  saw  plainly  that 
the  government  was  determined  to  keep  no  further  measiires 
with  the  French,  but  jusdy  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  put 
a.  stop  to  their  sending  more  men  and  arms  to  invade  the 
property  of  the  English  in  America,  as  they  had  hitherto  done 
with  impunit)%  The  French,  who  for  some  time,  did  not 
even  attempt  to  make  reprisals  on  our  shipping,  would  gladly  y 
have  chosen  to  avoid  a  war  at  that  time,  and  to  have  con- 
tbued  extending  thei^  encroachments  on  our  settlements, 
till  they  had  executed  their  grand  plan  of  securing  a  com- 
munication from  the  Mississipi  to  Canada,  by  a  line  of  forts, 
many  of  which  they  had  already  erected* 

^  V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  action  at 
Paris,  the  French  ambassador,  M«  de  Mirepoix  was  recalled 
from  London,  and  M.  de  Bussy  from  Hanover,  where  he 
had  just  arrived,  to  attend  the  king  of  England  in  a  public 
character*  They  complained  loudly  of  Boscawen^s  attack- 
ing the  ships,  as  a  breach  of  national  faith :  but  it  was 
justly  retorted  on  the  part  of  England,  that  their  encroach-^ 
ments  in  America  had  rendered  reprisals  both  justifiable 
and  necessary.  The  resolution  of  making  them  was  the 
effect  of  mature  deliberation  in  the  English  council*  The 
vast  increase  of  the  French  marine,  of  late  years,  which  in 
ail  probability  would  soon  be  employed  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, occasioned  an  order  for  making  reprisals  general  in 
Europe  as  well  as  in  America ;  and  that  all  French  ships^ 
whether  outward  or  homeward  bound,  should  be  stopped, 
and  brought  into  British  ports.  To  give  the  greater  weight 
to  these  orders,  it  was  resolved  to  send  out  those  admirals 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  most  towards  the  end  of 
the  last  war.  Accordingly  on  the  twenty-first  of  July,  sir 
Edwurd  Hawke  sailed  on  a  eruise  to  the  westward,  with 
eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  sloop  i  but,  not 
meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  these  ships  returned  to 
England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  and  the  begin- 
ning, of  October;  on  the  fourteenth  of  which  last  month 
another  fleet  consisting  of   twenty-two  ships  of  the. line, 
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tw6  frigates  and  two  sloops,  sailed  ag^n  on  a  cruise  to  the 
westward  under  admiral  Byng,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  the 
French  squadron  under  Duguay,  and  likewise  that  com- 
manded by  La  Mothe,  in  case  of  its  return  from  America* 
But  this  fleet  likewise  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  November,  without  having  been  able  to  effect 
any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  all,  that  the  admiral 
had  acted  judiciously  in  the  choice  of  his  stations. 

$  VI*  While  these   measures  were  pursued,  for  the 
general  security  of  the  British  coasts  and  frade  in  Europe, 

"i  several  new  ships  of  war  were  begun,  and  finished  ^th  th^ 
utmost  expedition,  in  his  majesty's  docks :,  twelve  frigates 
or  sloops,  contracted  for  in  private  yards  were  com{^eted 
by  the  month  of  August ;  and  twenty-four  ships  and 
twelve  colliers  were  then  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
government,  to  be  fiued  out  as  vessels  of  war,  to  carry 
twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  each*  In 
the  mean  time  the  French  trade  was  so  annoyed  by  the 
English  cruisers,  that  before  the  end  of  this  year  three  hun- 
dred of  their  merchant  ships,  many  of  which,  from  St. 
Domingo  and  Martinico,  were  extremely  rich,  and  eight 
thousand  of  their  sailors,  were  brought  into  English  ports* 
By  these  captures  the  British  ministry  answered  many 
purposes :  they  deprived  the  French  of  a  great  body  of  sea- 
men, and  withheld  from  them  a  very  large  property,  the 
want  of  which  greatly  distressed  their  people  and  ruined 
many  of  their  traders.  The  outward-bound  n^erchant 
ships  were  insured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  per  cent,  whilst  the 
English  paid  no  more  than  the  common  insurance.  This 
intolerable  burden  was  felt  by  all  degrees  of  people 
amongst  them  :  their  ministry  was  publicly  reviled,  even  by 
their  parliamenus :  and  the  French  name,  from  being  the 
terror,  began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe.  Their  unea- 
siness was  ako  not  a  little  heightened  l>y  new  broils  between 
their  king  and  the  parliament  of  Paris,  t)cca3ioned  by  the 
obstinacy  of  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  who  seemed  deter- 
mined to  support  the  church,  in  all  events,  ag-siinst  the  secu- 

'  lar  tribunals,  and  as  much  as  possible,  to  enforce  the 
observance  of  die  bull  Unigenitus,  which  had  long  been 
the  occasion  of  so  many  disputes  among  them.  However, 
the  parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the  French  king  appro- 
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irifig  of  H»  cottdiict,  die  ecclesiastics  ^oughtphiper  to  sub- 
mit- for  die  preseflt  l  and  In  theii*  general  assembly  dii^  year 
gratteed  him^a  frbe  gift  of  sixteen  millions  of  livi^s,  whidi 
hcf  deiaanded  tfl  tknm — a  greater  sum  than  they  iiad  ^ever 
fpyficsa  before  even  in  time  of  war* 

$  Vil.  in  -the  beginaing  of  this  year  the  assemUy  o^ 
Massaohtifetts  Bay  in  New  England  passed  an  act,  prohibit- 
ing i ail*  correspondence  with  the  French  at  Loutsbourg; 
femd  «arfy  in  the*  spring  they^raiscd  a  body  of  troops,  wbith 
wast  transported  to  JNova  Sicotta,  to  assist  lieutenant  gover- 
nor Laurence  in  driving  die  French  from  the  encroaoH- 
mesOMtbey  had  made  upon  ^that  province.  Aecordingly^ 
^wiaaiMhe  end  of  May,. the  gorerdor  sent  a  large  detach- 
ment of  tfibops,  under 'the  command  of.  lieutenant  colonel 
Bfondttb^,  upon  this  service;  and  ttnte  frigate  and  a 
sloop  were  despatched  up  the  bay  of  Fdndy,  ondbr  the  com^ 
mBAd  i^f 'Captain  Rous^  to  gCve  their  assistance  by  sea. 
Thelt9oops,  u^on  their  arrival  at  the* <  river  Masss^gdash, 
fbnnd  lehe  passage  stoppod  by  a  large  number  of  regular 
#[^esv-i^^l  neutrals,  or  Aoadianis,  and  Indians,  four  hun- 
dred and -fifty  of  whom  occupied^a  blockhouse  with  cannoh 
-nsodntdd  on  thi^ir  side '  of  the  river ;  iokI  the  rest  were 
posfed'witbin  a  strong  'bnkstwork  of  timber,  thrown  up 
by-KKay^'of  o^work  to  the  blbckhouse.  The  ^glish  pro- 
-vineisls^itaak:lKed>this  [dace  wiA  such  spirit^  that  die  enemy 
f|rertf '  oUiged  to  fly,  and  leave*  them  in  possession  of  tl^ 
fcreakwotk  :  th^n  the  garrison  in  the  blockhouse  deserted 
it)  and'^lsft  the  passage  of  the  river  free.  From  thence 
eo)o«i«l  MDn^eton  advanced  to  the  French  fort  of  Beause^ 
jew^  irhite^fhe  invested,  as  farfat  least  as  the  small  number 
%ffaitf  tr<^p%  would  permit,  on  the  twelfth  of.  June;  and 
^rfcer  four  days  bombardment  obliged  it  to  surrender, 
though'lhe-  Flinch  had  twenty-six  pieced  of  cannon. mount* 
ed  mid  ^ijty  of  aiUmuttritioo,,  and  the  English  had  not 
.yet  ^^aced  asin^e  eannon  uponi  their  batteries.  'Hie  gar- 
irilioM- Vas  %«nt  to  Lbuisboiiyg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing 
arm^'in  'Aftteifita  for  the  space  of  six  mbnths;  and  the 
AcadiiWfif^  who  ihad  joined* /the  French,  w«re  pardoned,  in 
ednside^tiftm  bf  tlftfir  hayirig^been  forced, into  that  service. 
C^oliiA'MlpiAclfton  after  puttifBg  a  garrison  into  this  place, 
andttiknging'itB  name  to>that  of  Cumberland,  the  n^xt  day 
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'^^tmdbtdm^mdboui  the  cihor  Anonch ^nrt iifs(«^- Ae  w^ 
iGaspciteau  arhick  :niM  4Pt9  >b»y  \^c«ie  j  iwJbMe  iNt.  KliewMT 
fouad  A  ^ge  qixuttikjr  jof  ipWMriticHMiuWl  .Mr«B  eof  oO  )ki«4!^ 
(thnt  bcMg  the  chief  mmgmw  for  igpfiyiipg  j|hr  fesiH^ 
Indiaoft  and  Acadiaiift  wUk  msofkimammiimmi  MwdifUk^ 
fie«MMntft.  He  ibes  .disarmcrfilimeiMt^TtP  ite^i^ber 
•itf  fifta^a  >dMMi»d.';  amirm  ifa*/siesui  iMtor  cufiiite  Bam 
with  dus  ships  siiikd  id  fthc  i«ioMth  €ffk»  ^^ffiar  St^ijc^hftb 
ttialtack  >the  new  Son  the  iFr^ndi  had  troot^^ithHu^  .tHM^ 
•Ibey  sanad  .hitn  ihfit  iKOuUbi  >hy  i4iatidoning.i(  ttpw  U^ 
appeavance,  afimr  rhaving  fcarat  iJasir  ^^aiinoaM  VkwKA  ^ 
likcmr  ima^Gaine,  and  ^destaojiefl^  aa  finr  aa  tbe|f  badiisiMt*  i0 
-the.wbrlrt  ithey  :had  4ate)y  iraitrd*  -The  CAe^hJta4^ 
««Feiity  nwnMkd,ianddbMi£(diejftme  munjKr  m^undf^Mi 
4hcu  whole  jo/t  thta  «iBpcdkiqiu  »<be  laueoea 8  lof  vhjfih  iiacN^ 
-thexcaiiqtulU^r.of  Jtfova^Sootiar 

$  VUL  While  itkc  Sipw  ^ogkndem  sret^  idui» 
^Bfktojwd  itt  reducing  the  ^'eneb  in  Mova  Acotia^  pat i^m* 
irioqa  were /mail  in  ykgniia  fiat  im$Mng  iOmm^i^lpm^ 
-Ohio.  A  ibit  was  ibuik,  w^bkh  jir^  JiJ^sariie  miiM  Am 
<kHnherkind,and  a  camp  fi>vmedjil  Witta^s  sm^h»  Otiite 
ioQiteeitth  of  Jatauary  of  tb«8  yetu^^m^ix.  geaeml  Sim^ 
<llock,  with  cakiwl  Dunbar!s  and  ^fidanrl  Hjathet'«  MHBfr 
•aaoits  of  loot,  sailed  rfraoi  £61^(4  10  iMba^  /or  Vuttfomi 
#difire  ahey  all  ilanded  sair  ^oftara  ik^  cmd  jdf  F«Ip«IM)^ 
Xhis  ^geneiad  BMglMt  ocmseq;iifto(ly:JMare  pestered  J^pOH  a«4iW 
ieaiiy  in  the  aprk^  had  he  aqc  ibetH»  iUafor^ttnalt^  ^fab^l^ 
iqr  the  Virginia  comvactors  ibr  lh{^ ,  armyji.  jnrhPiwiMBD  ^ 
•was  ready  to  inarch,  had  jnMb^  paoy»d«d  «  MA^^ 
ifuaoaity.of  praviaiQas  for ibia  iittopa.mr  a  comyK^lfAl  Ijmmr 
Sour  of  caifriages  for  Ms  jinnK*  Xhis  no^JuokiK  ,«f^  /pd^fiefip 
,by  afavost  eatery  peraon  whokoawaio^  ^199  .il/  Qur  $>Hm^9^ 
*liQns  upon  :tlie  .cootittfeat  of  Aaifsrkar*  fs^rphfi^p^oph.f^ 
Vir^guisL  iwh9  think  of  n<r  piodufaa.  iUtf  .4h^tr  V^(^o^  Mdid^ 
aplt  raise  corn  csiciugh  e2rea(fc)C*their.i>yai8itrfmiiyt^c^K(^i^g 
iiy  ^iie  inatuae  /of  their  (Co^niry  wieU  4)rovid9f}  'iwitb/  ih^ 
xonAreni^ney  of  fwater  iCony^ianQe,  h«v^  bn^  IfM  wbl^ej  f^atr 
aiagea,  orbeastaof  himknj  ivbej^aa  P^nnAi^Wsvc^.^^M/cJ^ 
.abounds  in  com,  Jind  niAst  otht^  so^  pf  pr/i^ismnfff . Jm^ 
,biit  jlkde  water  carnage,  espeAfaUy  in  its  5M^i|^r|i  ^tfje- 
anants,  where  iu  inhabitanta  l^ye  j^i^eat  wtipb^ts  gfl^Htn^ 
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wHgbciis  aftd   hmm.^  Mffn  Bvsiddock  sftbtdd,  ^i«tN«^ 
ctfttthily  ih  ]ioimr  of  prudence  h»re  landed  in  Pharmyhm* 
niiir  tfal  cotitisiiirt  for  supping  bis   lEroopt   shookL  hav* 
btc»  tude  iridv  some  of  the  chief  ptanters  there,  wha 
cooM  eaa%  have  pevfoimed  their  engagemenu :  and  if  hta 
caibp  tad  baea  formed  neair  Frankstown,  or  somewhere 
upoa  1^  souchwctt  berdirsi  of  that  piao^ince,  he  woold  not 
Imt  \md  eighty  imUb  «y  ftiarcb  from.'thonce  to  fore  du 
Qttesnei,  iaatead'  of  a  faundradi  and  thirty  milts  that  he  had 
t«  adiEanee   fmnt  Wilb's^  ci^el^  where   be  did  oncawp^ 
tkmagbroacb neither  better^nor  more  practicable tfhan  tfa« 
ocfaer  iinsdld^  have  been*     This  error  in  the-  v«ry  beginning 
of  tber  expedMon,^  wheAar  owing  to  an:  injudicions  prefer-  - 
enea  fandty  giiwn  to- the  Virginians  in  the  iuerative  job  of 
sttpplymg  these  troops^  oa  t»  any  other  cause,  delayed  ihe 
nHMb  of  the  army  for  some,  weeks^  during  whieh  it  was^  in 
thMratoaest  distress  for  necessaries  (4 aUlcinds ;  and  would< 
pnsbafaly  have  debated  the  expedition  entirely  for  that  sum- 
moTT  had  isot  the  cotitractoiB  found  means  tx>  pirocnre  ^soane 
asaiatafnce  front  die  bads:  setdements  of  Peni)syUtania*  But' 
esren  wlmt  these  supplies  did  arrive,  they  coaaisted  of  only 
fifteen  wagons,  mxi  a.  bundpsd  draft  horses,  instead  of  a. 
hnndred   and    fifty?  wagonsi  aisd    three    hundred  horses^^ 
wiach^the  Vivgiina  contractors  bad  engaged  to  fumishs  and 
the  proemions  were  so  bad  that  they  could  not  be   used*' 
Mowei^er,.  some  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvasna  being  applied 
taiatlus  exigency,  amply  made  4i|b 'for  these  deficienciea,^ 
and-  tbe  troops  were  by  this   means  supplied;  with  every 
thing  diey  wanted;     Anodier  and  still  more   fotal  ernor 
was  committed  id  the  cbmce  of  the  commander  for .  this/ 
eiqiedition.     Major  general  Braddock,  who.  was  appointed 
te^  k,  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  courage,  and  expert  in> 
aifc  tbe  punctiiioa  of  a  nsview,  having  been'  bronght  up   im 
the  Englssh  guards  t  hot  he  was  naturaUy  very  haughty,: 
positive:,,  and  dftfficnit  of  aecess ;  cpialtties/  UL  suited  to  the 
temper  of  the  peo^  amongst  whona  he  was  tx>  con^oiand;. 
His  extreme  severity  in  matters  Mof  disei^ine  had  rendered 
Ism  mipopulsr  among  the  soldiers;  and  tbe  stnet  military 
education   id  wfaieh  he  had  been  trained  firom^  his  youth,* 
.and  which  be  prided  himself  oa  scrupulously  follow  ingv 
Idm^  hokl  tbe  Amnican  ndiitia  in  great  contempt,  , 
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becsiiBC  they  ^  could  not  go  thtoug^  their  ex^c}se  wi&  the 
saime  dexterity  and  regularity  at  a  regiment  of  gui^s  in 
Hyde  Park,  little  knowiug,  or  tfidoed  being  able  to  jbrm 
any  idea  of  the  di&rence  between  the*  European  manner 
of  fighting,  and  an  American  expedition  through  wolods, 
deserts,  and  moraases«  Before  he  left  England,  he 
received  in  the  handwriting  of  colonel  Na}»er,  a  set  of 
instructions  from  the  duke  of  .Cumberland.  By  theses  the 
attempt  upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great  measure,  referred  to  • 
him,  and  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point  wns  to  be  left 
chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.  But  ftbdve  aA,  hit 
royal  highness,  both  verbally  and  in  this  writing,  firequent** 
ly  cautioned  him  carefully  to  beware  of  an  ambush  or  8ur<^ 
prise.  Instead  of  regarding  this  salutary  caution,  has  con* 
ceit  of  his  own  abilities  made  him  disdain  to  ask  the 
opinion  of/ any  under  his  command ;  and  the  Imliaiis,  who 
iiTould  have  been  his  safest  guards  against  this  danger  in 
particular,  were  so  disgusted  by  the  haughtiness  of  his 
behaviour,  that  most  of  them  forsook  his  banners.  Under 
these  disadvantages  he  began  his  march  from  fort  Cum- 
berland on. the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head  of  abodt  two 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  for  the  Meadows,  where  colo- 
nel Washington  was  defeated  the  year  before.  Upon  his 
arpival  there,  he  was  informed,  that  the  French  at  fort  da 
Quesne,  which  h^d  lately  been  built  on  the  same  river, 
near  its  confluence  with  the  Monongahela,  expected  a 
reinforcement  of  five  hundred  regular  troops :  therefore, 
that  he  might  march  with  a  greater  despatch,  he  left  colo- 
nel Dunbar,  with  eight  hundred  men,  to  bring  up  the  pro* 
visions,  stores,  and  heavy  baggage,  as  fast  as  the  nature  of 
the  service  would  permit ;  and  with  the  other  twelve  hun- 
dred, together  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  neces* 
sary  ammunition,  and  provisions,  he  marched  on  with  so 
much  expedition,  that  he  seldom  took  any  time  to  recon- 
noitre the  woods  or  thickets  he  was  to  pass  through;  as  if 
the  nearer  he  approached  the  enemy,  the  farther  he  was 
removed  from  danger. 

$  IX.  On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within  ten 
miles  of  fort  du  Quesne.  Though  colonel  Dunbar  was 
then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and  his  ofiicers,  particu- 
larly sir  Peter  Halket,  earnestly  entreatc;d  him  to  proceed 


intk  maittomrwad  to  etApUy  the  friendly  lodii^^who  were 
with  ImOi  by  way  of  •  advanced  ^^uard^  in  xase  ot  ambus^ 
cad^  ;  yee  hfc  resumed  his'  march  tht  next  day^  without  so  • 
much  as  endeavQuriBg;  to  obtain  any  mtdligence  of  the  ' 
situation  or  disposkion  of  the  enemy ^  or  even  sending  out* 
any  scouts  to  visit  dte  woods  and  thickets  on  both  sides  ol> 
him,  as  well  as  in  front.     With  this  tareletsnets  he  was 
advancing,  when,  aboiiit  noon,  he  was  saUited  with  a  general 
fire  upon  his  front,  and  all  $dong  his  left  flank,  from  an 
enemy  so  artloUy  concealed  behhid  the  trees  and  bushes, 
that  not  a  man  «f  th^m  could  be  seen.     The  vanguard 
immediately  fell  fa^ck   upon  the   main  body,  and  in  an 
instant  the  panic  and  confusion  became  general ;  so  that . 
moat  of  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitati6n,  notwith*  > 
standing  all  that  their  officers,  some   of  whom  behaved  r 
very  gallantly,  could  do  to  stop  their  career.     As  to  Brad- . 
dock  himself,  instead  of  scouring  the  thickets  and  bushes 
from  whence  the  fire  came,  with  gri^e  shot  from  the  ten 
pieces  of  cannon  he  had  with  him,  or  ordering  flanking 
parties  of  his  Indians  to  advance  against  the  enemy,  he 
obsunately  remained  upon  the  spot  where  he  was,  and  gave 
orders  for  the  few  brave  officers  and  men  who  staid  vrith 
him,  to  form  regularly,  and  advatice.     Meanwhile  his  men 
fell  thick  about  him,  and  almost  all  his  officers  were  singled  * 
out,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wounded;   for  the 
Indians,   who  always  take  aim  when  they  fire,  and  aim 
chiefly  kt  the  officers,  distinguished  them  by  their  dress.v 
At  last,  the  general,  whose  obstinacy  seemed  to  increase 
with  the  danger,  after  having  had  some  horses  shot  under 
htm,  received  a  musket  shot  through  the  right  arm  and 
lungs,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  having  been  carried 
off  the  field  by  the  bravery  of  lieutenant  colonel  Gage,  and 
another  of  his  officers.    When  he  dropped,  the  confusion  of 
the  few  that  remained  turned  into  a  downright  apd  very 
disorderly  flight  across  a  river  which  they  had  just  passed, 
though  no  enemy  appeared,  or  attempted  to  attack  them. 
AU  the  artillery,  ammunition^  and   baggage  of  the  army 
were  left  to  the  enemy,  and,  among  the  rest,  the  general's 
c;abinet^  with   all   his  letters   and  instructions,  which  the 
French  court  afterwards  made  great  use  of  in  their  printed 
memorials  or  manifestoes.     The  loss  of  the  English  in  this 
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vtaAmf}^  «Mr  afHomtfd  to  ni^^  feniii4redi  mw^  fMt 
oflketVy  i*j  ]i«rclciilRPf  Mffei^ect'  fliudi  flMM  ilim  t»  die 
ordiMry  pfbf^onidff  (tf  lMtk«  hi  Bot'dper*  Sit  Pbl«r  Ilaihtti 
fdi  by  iht  very  ftmi  fir«r  aittiie  h«ld  di  Im  wqgkacin;  tod 
the  goMraif i  ietreufy^  mrt  to  giMrdmar  SMrlt^,  im*  WAMI 
•don  flrftcr^  N«ftli«r  th«  nltfwbet  «f  tiMf^  ^riiitk  tlM  #Mi«rf 
hftd  in  thit  tiigagienaeiily  nCM-  ike  loM  iirtikh  tliey  MsfriiMfdf 
ctaU  bttd  muck  at*  gu«ise<>ftt9  bot  tlur  Frtfncfe  ateyiranfe 
gave  out)  dMU  tb€i#  ftutnber  4id  ftoCy  ki  the  wkcley  t<»e«d^ 
fo«(r  hwndriMl  metv  moitly  itidfeito  ^  aad  ihxt  dteit  toisy  was 
quit^  kMQtistddrablCr  «8  tt  pnbMymiSj  batMRo  tiMy  lif 
concealed  m  ^ucb  $^  tnftntitft  that  the  Bn|/ktAh  ktfeir  nor 
whither  to  point  their  mnitkeu*  The  panic  of  these  tait 
cootimied  so  k»g;^  that  th^  never  stopped  titt  thtjr  met  ih« 
rear  division;  and  even  then  thejr  tnfecttd  tlm^  tndopl 
whh  their  terrors;  io  tlKlt  tite  araily  reefeated  witfaovt 
itoppingy  til)  they  reached  fort  Cumberhmd,  dioogh  t)i» 
enemy  did  not  so  much  as*  antenvpt  to  pursne,  nor  ever 
appeared  in  sight,  either  m  dke  bactle,  or  irfter  the  defeat. 
On  the  whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  asost  excraordmary 
victbry  that  ever  was  ohuined,  and  die  fnrdMii  tight  that 
ever  was  made. 

$  X»  Had  the  shattered  remaims  of  diis  armf  cotitinutd 
at  Ibrt  Comherland,  smd  fcn-ci-fied  tlieswselres  there,  as  th^ 
might  easily  have  done^  daring  tJhe  reet  of  die  sooMner^  tbty 
would  have  been  snch  a  check  upon  the  French  and  their 
scalping  Indians,  as  would  have  prevented  mamy  of  those 
ravages  that  were  committed  in  the  ensunng  winter  upon 
the  western  borders  of  Virginia  and  Penjisyivaniaf  but, 
instead  of  taking  that  prudent  step,  their  coitHnaader  kft 
only  the  sick  and  wounded  at  that  fen,  under  the  prc^cedwi 
of  two  companies  of  the  provincial  nviiitia,  posted  there  bf 
way  of  garrison,  and  began  hta  march  on  the  second  of 
Auguit,  with  about  sixteen  hundred  men,  far  Phifadelp&ia; 
where  those  troops  couhi  be  of  no  immediate  service*  From 
thence  they  were  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New  York, 
by  general  Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  command  of  the 
troops  in  America  had  devolved  by  the  death  of  m»}or 
generui  Braddock*  Vii^inia,  Maryland,^  and  Pennsylvania^ 
were  by  these  means  left  entirely  to  take  care  of  themselvc«^ 
which  they  might  have  doner  e&ctiiaUy,  bad  duty 


i<«r  idirsHKBfe,  wmttjnMmA  <{^Vfi  mppifin^  either  for  m 
^ym  jMr^^t  or  i^  o(  (}t»  rveigbbwiVt  b/.  Uicne  unb^ppf 
««intB»t^l  ihAngUf  0t  {dAt|  (h?  n^sexobly  of  that  pnovincc, 
^omiW^  of  rte  danger  to  which  they  w^rr  ejipoied,  ftBd 
«?«ing  ^  Ahsolsiit^  necessUy  of  provkltiig  t  ^mAin^  imfi- 
.^rty  foroe^;  and  of  lerftcting  «90ie  forts  to  jdirfcnd  their 
>)V)fafem  fpoiiiiQr^  tmsi^  «  bill  for  )m»itig  fifty  thousand 
yisHvidA*  Rvit  tfiPeT)  tJM$  9«ni,  ^mfM  as  U  wiu;  itveii  lo  % 
ilegrep  Qtf  r^d^kt  oojMkteripg  tl>e  riiAi»e$s  of  the  proKrinee^ 
.nM  ik»  e*kf»t  jrf  its  frontuett  ^ould  not  be  obtained  l  the 
I^TCMor  f  oaitlvfs)y  rf^fiisSfig  to  give  bis  asscdi  to  the  »et\of 
the  fi8S|3iiiif>ly^»  hec-a.««$  they  had  taxed  the  proprieiiarite 
estates  ^^w^  J^ith  those  of  the  inhabitante,  which»  he 
j^Mt,  Jm5  v^s  pf^c^^  hy  \i^  ioistructioQis,  i»ot  to  cpnseirt  to, 
iioT  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the  pri>pri^ai4e$ ;  and  the 
m^^^oMfy^  GpnsiMiog  chi^Sy  of  noemberg  whos^'  esQwtes  lay  in 
ilbe  eaatojo-pr  loterior  pwts  of  the  province^  as  (M^^Uively 
jTfifu^ilg  ^  2^pr  their  WM.  Ooe  W>uW  be  l^pt  lo  think, 
jlh^t^  in  a  fifise  of  ^i^h  l^rg^t  iiejce^sity:^  th<r  goveff^pr  jqig))^ 
i^yt  vei^twred  ^  gi^.e  hi^  assseat  to  jhe  bill  ^nd^r  a  protest, 
•Ihi^  U  shpuW  i)ot  prejjudice  the  rigbts  pf  the  proprietsriie^ 
^jpou  #ny  ^ut^re  op^iii^ion :  but  as  he  did  no*,  the  b*il  Wi^ 
4fPfPfed»  aivJ  jthe  proY>«iqe  Jeft  defenreitw?  by  which 
ii^wBs  it  »ften^ard^  !p#|F^iPdjipfirercly,  ta  the  dtatrwetion  of 
iHfiny  of  rile  poor  :kh^bj^j|ttupi^nthje  wcst!?tTi  frontier,  and 
,t^  tl>e  im^ref&iog  ^he  l94i?\n$,with  ju  contt;MM>^*^^^  f>p«KO<4 
jQ^-tbe  l^q^l^h^  and  t^e  high«?st  est^cfla  of  the  French* 

^  ^  Xf*  Our  polonijjs  \p  f\^  nprih  of  Pep^sylVa^ia  verf; 
i99^  ^tiv^,  ^n4  mpr^  f  u^c^jssfol  i^  their  prepa?fttio»f  for 
^f#r.  N^MT  Yorkj  fallowing  the  exa^^pJe.of  New  £pglafHi, 
'f^l9B^  ^  ^t  to  ptohibiit  thp  aendhig  of  provisions  to  any 
Frfipych  -port  or  8«tdeo(ie^  90  th?  continent  of  North  Ai»«e- 
jr4c#,  09  any  of  the  ^jaceat  islai^d^  j  aqd  lalso  for  raiding 
iiprtyr/ive  thousand  pound$/on  estatie^  xq:^  at^d  personal,  for 
^  ibti^^r  defen^re  of  their  colony,  ^hiph  1^  more  c;|Lposed 
•^fkfi  :a9^  q4i^  to  a  lFr,ench  invasion  from  Crown  Point. 
Hi^w^vjefj  thfis  sujn,  gre^  as  it  might,  seem  to  them,- v^ 
:far  ^Am  feeing  sM^f^^f;  nor,  indeed^  C9uld  they  have  pro- 
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vidcd  property  for'tfceir  secuttty, "wiAout  the  asgilitsttHieof 
our  other  colonies  to  the  east  of  thetn ;  but  with  their  he^, 
and  the  additional  ^ccour  of' ihe  smaU  body  M[>f  ttgeh^ 
troops  expected  utider  colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly  resdvM 
upon  offensive  'measure's,  which,  wlvca  prattkaHle, -ate 
alwaj'S  the  safest  raffd  two  cxpedltitms^  one  against  the 
French  fort  at  Crown  Pointy' and  the  other  a^ifist  their 
fort  at  Niagara,  between  the  lakes  OntarvO'  ai^  SHe,  were 
«et  ort  foot  at  the  same  time,  the  ibhtier  of  thend  eipe- 
iditions  was  appointed  to  be  exeeuied '  under  ihe  comttnmd 
*of  general  JohQsoti,'^a  native  cf  Ireland)  wlio  haB  long  resi- 
ded upon  the  Mohock  river,  -  in*  the  westertt  part  of  New 
York,'  where  he  had  acquired  a  considerable  etfttAte,  attdwas 
universally  beloved,  not  only  by  i*re  inhabitant  bu»  ako  by 
the  «cighb<^uring  Indians  whose-latiguage  he  had  kamt, 
and  whose  affections  he  had  gained  liv  his  hutnanity  towards 
them.  The' eixpedition  against  Niagara  ^Was  commanded 
by  general  Shifrley  himself.         >   ^    ' 

$  Xtt*  ^Fhe  rendezvous  lof.^he  troops  for  both  these 
expeditions  was  appointed  ttt'b^^at  Albany,  wl»ere  most  of 
them  artiVeiii  befdre  the  enrf  of  |tiiie':  (kit  the  artillery,  ba^ 
teaux,*pr«Tision«|  afkl  other  fiaeetisliri^s  for  the  attempt 
upon  Crowtt  Point,  could  Aotbe  prepared  till  the  eighth  df 
■August,  when  general  Johnson  set  out  with  them  frorii 
Albany  for  the  carrying  place 'fikjfti'Hudfeon^s  riVer  to  lake 
George*  Thcrfe'the  troops  *hafd  already  arrived,  under  the 
Command  of^rriaj^rj^aneral  Lj'iiiaft^Wl  consisted  of  between 
live  and  six  thousand 'men,!besld^slndians,' raised  by  the 
governments  of  Boston,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  New  York.  Every  thing  was  then  pre- 
pared as  fast  as  possible  for  a  march ;  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  month,:  general  Johndon-'adviattced  about  fourteen 
mlles^  forward  with  his  troops,  and  encamped  in  a  vfery 
strong  situation,  covered  on  eath  side  by  a  thick  wooded 
swamp,  by'lake  George  in  hi^  rear,  and  by  a  breastwork  of 
trees/  cut'  down  for  that  purpose,  in  his  front  Here  he 
resolved  to  wait  the  arrival  of  his  ^atteaiix,  and^afterwkrds 
to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  at  th<;  other 'end  of  the  lake, 
from  whence  it  was'  but  about  fifteen  miles  to  thd  fortat 
the  south  end  of  lake  Gorlaer,  or  Champlain,  called  fort 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and  by  us  Crown  Point.     Whlbt 
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he  was  thus  encamped,  some  of  his  Indian  scouts,  of  which 
he  took  care  to  send  out  numbers  along  both  sides,  and  to 
the  farther,  end  of  lake  George,  brought  him  intelligence 
that  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy  were  then  on  their 
march  from  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the  south  bay, 
towards  the  fortified  encampment,  since  called  fort  Edward, 
which  general  Lyman  had  built  at  the  carrying  place ;  and 
in  which  four  or  five  hundred  of  the  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York  men  had  been  left  as  a  garrison.  Upon  this 
information  genecal  JcAnson  sent  two  expresses,  one  after 
the  other,  to  colonel  Blanchard,  their  commander,  with 
orders  to  call  in  all  his  out  parties,  and  to  keep  his  whole 
force  within  the  intrenchments.  About  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  those  who  had  been  sent  upon  the  second  express 
returned  with  an  account  of  their  having  seen  the  enemy 
within  four  tniles  of  the  camp  at  the  carr}'ing  place,  which 
they  scarcely  doubted  their  having  by  that  time  attacked* 
Important  as  the  defence  of  this  place  was  ibr  the  safety  of 
tl^  whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  seemed  to  be, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  general  then  called  any  council 
of  war,  or  resolved  >upon  any  thing  for  its  relief;  but  early 
the  next  morning  he  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was  unad- 
visedly resolved  to  detach  a  thousand  men,  with  a  numher 
of  Indians,  to  intercept,  or,  as  the  general's  expression  was 
in  bis  letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
victors,  or  as  defeated  in  their  design.  This  expedient 
was  resolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the  number  of  the 
enemy^  9or  could  obtain  any  information  in  that  respect 
from  the  Indian  scouts,  because  the  Indians  have  no  words 
or  signs  for  expressing  any  large  number,  which,  when  it 
exceeds  their  reckoning,  they  signify  by  pointing  to  the  stars 
in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  their  head ;  and  this  they 
^ften  do  to  denote  a  number  less  than  a  thousand,  as  well 
as  to  signify  ten  thousand,  or  any  greater  number.    - 

$  XHh  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
d  thousand  m«n«  with  two  hundred  Indians,  were  detached 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Williams ;  but  they  had  not 
been  gone  two  hours,  when  those  in  the  camp  began  to  hear 
a  close  firing,  at  about  three  or  four,  miles  distance,  as  they 
judged :  as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they  rightly 
fi^pposed  that  rfie  detachment  was  overpowered;  and  rctresit* 
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iiig  towards  the  camp;  which  was  soon  confirmed  by  eoikie 
fugitives,  and  presently  after  by  whole  companies^  who  fled 
back  in  great  coafusion*  In  a  very  short  time  after,  the 
enemy  appeared  marching  in  regular  order  up  ta  the  centre 
of  theT  camp,  where  the  consternation  was  so  great,  that,  if 
they  had  attacked  the  breastwork  direaly,  they  might  pn> 
bably  have  thrown  all  into  tonfusion,  and  obtained  an  easy 
victory ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  English,  they  halted  for 
some  time  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distance,  and 
from  thence  began  their  attack  with  platoon  firing,  too  far 
oS  to  do  much  hurt,  especially  against  troops  who  were 
defended  by  a  strong  breastwork.  On  the  contrary,  this 
inefiectual  fire  served  only  to  raise  the  spirits  of  these  last, 
who,  having  prepared  their  artillery  during  the  time  thi^ 
the  Frdnch  halted,  began  to  play  it  so  briskly  upon  the  en- 
emy, that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their  service  fled 
immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the  camp,  and 
there  squatted  under  bushes,  or  skulked  behind  trees,  from 
whence  they  continued  firing  with  very  little  execution, 
most  of  their  shot  being  intercepted  by  the  brakes  smd  thick- 
ets ;  fpr  they  never  had  the  courage  to  advance  to  the  verge 
of  the  wood.  Baron  Dieskau,  who  commanded  the  French, 
being  thus  left  alone,  with  his  regular  troops,  at  the  front 
ef  the  camp,  finding  he  could  not  make  a  close  attack  upon 
the  centre  with  his  small  number  of  men,  moved  first  to  the 
kft,  and  then  to  the  right,  at  both  which  places  he  endea- 
voured to  force  a  passage,  but  was  repulsed,  being  unsupport-- 
ed  by  the  irregukrs*  Instead  of  retreating,  as  be  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  still  continued  his  platoon  and 
bush  firing  till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  during  A^hich 
time  his  regular  troops  suffered  gt-eatly  by  the  fire  from  the 
eampy  and  were  at  last  thrown  into  confusion ;  which  waft 
no  sooner  perceived  by  general  Johnson's  men,  than  they^ 
without  waiting  for  orders,  leaped  over  their  breastwork, 
attacked  the  enemy  6n  all  sides,  and,  after  killing  and  taking 
a  considerable  number  of  them,  entirely  dispersed  the  resn 
The  French,  whose  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
««g^g«TOent,  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  men,  inclu- 
ding two  hundred  grenadiers,  eight  hundred  Canadians,  and 
the  rest  Indians  of  different  nations,  had  between  seven  and 
eight  hundred  men  kiUedy  and  thirty  taken  prisoners :  aniong 
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ite  liitler  w«9  bftfon  Dic«kaahiaisdf,  whom  they  found  at 
a  li^e  ditt»ct  from  the  field  of  battle,  dangeroutljr 
WMi^^  Md  kaaipg  on  At  atump  of  a  tree  for  his  sup- 
pert  Tho  Englisb  tost  about  two  hundred  men,  and  those 
chidly  of  the  detachment  under  colonel  WiUtams  i  for  thejp 
liid  ?ery  few  either  kiUed  or  wounded  m  the  attack  upon 
tkcir  famp,  and  not  any  of  dtstkicdoo,  except  colonel  Tk- 
oosib  killedi  and  the  general  himself  and  rnnjo^  Nichola 
wounded*  AoMmg  die  slab  of  the  detachment,  which 
w»M  probiibly  have  been  entirely  cut  off  had  noc  lieutenJHnt 
lolond  C^  fa^^en  sent  out  from  the  camp  with  three  hun* 
cbrtid  men,,  with  whi^b  he  slopped  the  enemy's  pursuit,  and 
eovend  the  retreat  of  his  friends,  were  colonel  Williams, 
svyor  AaUy,  si|L  captains,  and  several  subalterns,  besides 
prirate  men;  and  the  Indians  reckoned  diftf  they  had  lost 
iMf^  mon^  brsidea  the  brave  old  Hendriok>  the  Mohodk 
ssdiem,  or  chief  captain. 

§  %IV^  When  Baron  Diwkliu  set  ont  from  Ticon- 
dsiQga,  his  design  was  only  to  surprise  and  cut  off  the 
k»»i^9«hfd  caiip,  now  called  Fon  Edward,  at  die  ^anryin^ 
pisfic^  where  there  were  but  four  or  five  hundred  men*     If 
he  bad  executed  this  scheme^  our  wmy  would  have  beoa 
>ArQvn  iat^  gveat^fficulties ;  for  it  could  neither  have  pro- 
seeded  fartb^r^  nor  have  subsisted  where  it  was,  and  ha 
mighl  hAve  found  an  opportuniiy  to  atuck  it  with  green 
ftdviuitage  ia  its  retreats     But  when  he  was  within  four  or 
ii¥e  milea  of  thait  fort,  his  people  were  informed  that  tbero 
were  si&veral  cannon  there,  and  none  at  the  camp ;  upovi 
vhkh  th^  all  deaiped  to  be  led  on  to.  this  last,  which  ho 
dm  more  readily  consented  to,  as  he  himself  had  been  told 
by  M  £n|^isb  prisoner,  who  had  left  this  camp  but  a  f^ap 
days  before,  that  it  was  quite. defenoelesa, being  without iMqr 
lints,  md  destitute  of  cannon  i  which,  in  effect,  was  trufl 
SI  tibtfkt  time  l,  for  the  cannon  did  noc  arrive,  nor  was  the 
breastwork  erected,  till  i^iout  two  days  before  the  engagt* 
ment*  To  this  misinformation,  therefore,  niust  bo  impttto4 
this  step,  whkh  would  otherwise  be  inconsistent  with  ikm 
general  cbarafiier  and  abilitiea  pf  baron  Dieskau.    A  lest 
ksti&abfe  error  seems  to  have  been  committed  by  fsnerai( 
|$^nson«  in  not  detaching  a  party  to  pursue  the  enemy 
^h^tt  ihef  were  defeated  2mA  Sed«    Perhapt  ha  waa  pira- 
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~  vented  from  so  doing  by  the  ill  f«ce'of  the  detachA^ent  he 
had  sent  oat  in  the  morning  under  cotonel  WHIianis*  How- 
ever that  may  be,-  his  neglect^  in  ihia  respect,  had  like  to 
have  been  fatal  the  next  dky  to  a  detachnient  sent  from 
fort  Edward,  consisting  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  of 
the  New  Hampshire  regiment,  nnder  captain  M^Gtmiesy  av 
a  reinforcement  to  the  army  at  the  camp.  This  party  fett 
in  with  between  three  and  four  hondrtd  men  of  Dieskai^'s 
troops,  near  the  spot  where  colonel  Wittiams  had  been  de^ 
Seated  the  day  before  ;  but  M^Ginncs  having  timely  notice 
by  his  scouts  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  made  such  a 
disposition,  that  he  not  only  repulsi^  the  assailanta,  bnt 
defeated  and  entirely  dispersed  them,  with  the  loss  only  of 
two  men  killed,  eleven  wounded,  and  five  raissiog.  He 
himself  unfortonately  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in 
this  engagement,  a  few  days  afur  be  arrived  ittthe  camp 
with  his  party. 

$  XV«  It  was^  now  judged  Ibo  late  in  the  year  to  pro- 
ceed  to  the  attack  of  Crown  Poim,  as  it  would  have  been 
necessary,  in  that  case,  to  build  a  strong  fort  in  thepiaoi 
where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order  to  secure  a  comomnt^ 
cation  with  Albany,  from  whence  only  the  troopa  could 
expect  to  be  reinforced,  or  supplied  with  fresh  stores  of 
ammunition  or  provisions*-  They)  thetefove,  set*  out  upon 
their  return  soon  after  this  engagement,  having  first  ef»cted 
a  little  stockaded  fort,  at  the  hither  end  of  kike  George, 
in  which  they  had  left  a  small  garrison,  as  a  ftiture  prey 
for  the  enemy  :  a  misfortune  which  might  easily  hove  been 
foreseen,  because  this  whole  army,  being  country  militia, 
was  to  be  disbanded,  and  return  to  their  respettive  homes, 
as  they  actually  did  soon  after  their  retreat  to  Albany^ 
This  was  all  the  glory,  ^m  all  the.advanuge,  that  the  Eng- 
lish nation  acquired  by  such  an  expensive  expedition.  .  But 
so  little  had  the  English  been  accustomed  of  late  to  hear  of 
victoiy,  that  they  rejoiced  at  this  advantage,  as  if  it  had 
been  an  action  of  the  greatdit  eobsequenoe.  The  general 
was  highly  applauded  for  hh  oonduct,  and  liber&tty  re- 
warded ;  for  he  was  ^*eaited  a  baronet  by  his  majesty,  and 

presen^d  with  five  dtousand  pounds  by  the  patitament. 
§  XV  I.  The  preparations  for  general  Shirley'^  expedi- 

^tiOn  afainst  Niagara,  were  not  only  deficient,  but  shames'. 
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fully  dciir^  tboagh  ttrwas  iwdl  bu>wn  that  evea- the  pos- 
sHittirf  of  his  cMiccew  must^  in  a  great  measure,  depend 
up<Mi  fais  setttni;  out  early  lA  thcjyear,  as  will  ajipear  to  any 
peraoo  wfco  contidars^thesMiftlioB  6f  our  fort  at  Oawego^ 
tkis  iMfing  tke  only'in^r  jby  <which  he  could  prgoecd  to  Nia- 
gara. Oswego  lies  da-  the  sotsthbast  side  of  -  the  lake  On** 
tario^  nesr  three  htilidrtd  miles  almo^  doe  west  from 
Albany  in  New  York 4^  The  way  to  it  from  tbence,  though 
long  and  tedious  is  A^mqrc  convenient,  m  the  fsw  greatest 
part  of  it  adihits  of  waMr  caitFiai9&,  by  what  the*  iahabitants 
ealled  batteaux^  whkb  are  a  kind  of  light  flat  bottomed 
boats,  widest  in  the  middle,. and  pointed  at  each  end,  of 
abom  -fiiieen  himdbed  weight  burdai,'aBd  naoaaged  by  two 
men,  ealled  batteau  aien,  with  paddles  aad  setting  poles, 
die  riy^rs  being  in  mmy  place»  too  narrow  to  admit  of 
oara*'  ^From  Albany  to  the'villaipB  of  Shenectady^  about 
sixteen  miles,  is  a  good  wa^on  roadr  From  thence  tor  the 
Lhtle  FaUs  in  the  Mohock  river,  beiag  sixtjr^ive  nailed,  the 
passage 'is  by  water  carriage  'up  that  river,  and  conse* 
queatly  against  the  streMn^  which  in  mksmy  places  is  some- 
what rapid,  and  in  others  so  shallow,  that,  when  the  rivet 
is  low,  the  watermen  are  obliged  to  get  oot,  and  draw  their 
batteaux  oirer  the  it&M*  At  the  Litde  Falls  is  a  postage,  at 
land  carriage,  tar  abbttt.  a  mile^  ovei'  a  ground  so  marshy; 
tbas^it  will  not  bear  anje:  whet;l  carriage:  but  a  colony  of 
Germans  senled  there  iatHnd  with,  sledges,  on  which  they 
draw  the  loaded  batteauk  ta  the  nextflace  of  embaduttion 
upon  the^ame  river. '  From  thende  theyjirooeed  by  water 
up  that  river,  for  lifty  miles,  to  Ac  carrying  place,  near  the 
head  of  it,  where  there  is  another  postage,  the -length  of 
which  depends. upon  the  drydeas  or  wetness  of  the  season^ 
but  is  genfrally  above  six  or  eig^t  miles  over  in  the  siun^ 
mer  months*  Here  the  batteaux  are  again  carried  Upoi^ 
skdges,  till  they  come  to  a  narrow  river  called  Wood's 
creek,  ddwn.  which  they^are  wafted  on.  a  gentle  stream,  for 
about  forty  ftiiles,  into  the  lake  Oieyada,  which  stretches 
from  east  to  west  about  thirty  miles,  and  is  passed  with 
great  ease  and  safety  in  calm  weather.  At  the  western 
end  of  the  lake  is  the  river  Onondaga,  which,  after  a  course 
of  between  twent)'  and  thirty  miles,  unites  with  the  river 
Cayuga^  or  Seneca,  and   dieir  united  streams  run  into  the 
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kke  Onlano,  at  the  place  wliore  Otirego  fiMt  U  ^«ittialtd« 
But  this  .river  at  so  rapid  as  to  be  saiactimes  daogemus 
besides  its  being  fvil  of  rtfu  and  rdeks :  and  abeat  tircfara 
Qftiles  on  this  side  of  Oswtrgo  there  is  aiaU  of'elereo  iaet 
perpendieular,  where  there  is  consoqueiitly  •  postage,  wkkh, 
however^  does  not  exceed  faaty.yatids.  Fron^.tbeuce  the 
passage  is  easy,  quite  to  Oswego*  Tbe  lake  Oalarso^  on 
which  this  fort  stands,  is  -  near  two  huadred  and  eigklf 
leagues  in  circumference :  its  figure  is  ov$d^  and  it»  depdi 
runs  frons'twianQr  to  twesty^ve  istbonss.  On  the  nortb 
side  of  it  are  several  little  gulfs*  There  is  a  cooununica*^ 
tioa  between  this  lake  and  that  of.  the  Hurans  by  the  jiver 
IVmasuate,  £roai . w^hence  it  is  a. land  carriage  of  siat  or 
^ight  leagues  tm  die  vrivtrr  Torontoi  which  falls  .into  it* 
The.  French  have  two  forts  oC  conaequiai^  on  this  lake  s 
Frontenac,  which  toiamanda'tha.rxv«r  Su  Lawrence,  where 
the  lake  comnMmicates  .with  it  t  -^and  Niagara,  irfhtch  com* 
mands  the  ooosnianicaiioQ  bttNtJm  .the  lake  Ontario  Kod 
the  lake  £rie^  But  of  these  fottSf  and  tUs  last  l^e^  whi^h 
i&  one  of  the  inase^tn  the  world,-.^^  abaU  have  occaskua  to 
sptnkk  hereafter*  ** 

$  XV XL  Though  we  had  long,  botii  in  posseasion  of 
fort  Oswego,  aad  thoogli  it  lay  greatly  expoKd-  to  dM 
French,  particularly  to  those  o£  Canadbw  op^n  «ay  aiipt«ire 
between  the  two  nadona^  we  had  wtrnr  takdn  care  ta  iwodcf 
it  tolerably  defeasible;  or  airen.tot.bttsUia.aini^  vaasel  fit 
for  navigaung  the  iake :  nor  .^as  this  atrange,  neglect  ever 
taken  effectual  npdee  o^  till  .the  beghuiiag  of  .tbia  ye«r, 
when,  at  a  moetiag  wMch  general  Braddock  had  in  Aj^il 
with  the  governors  and  chief  igeatleaien  of  several  of  oar 
aolontes  at  Alexandria,  ia  Virginia,  it  was  resolved  tQ 
strengthen  both  the  iort  and  garrison  at  Oswego,  and  to 
build  some  large  vessels  at  that  place*  Aco^rdingly  a 
number  of  shipwrights'  and  worknMni.wetre  aent  thither  in 
May  and  June.  At  the  same  tune  captain  Bradetreet 
marched  thither  lirith  two  companies  of  a. hundred  men 
each^  to  reinforce  the  hundred  that.wase  there  befiove  under 
captain  King,  to  which  number  the  garrison  had  been 
increased  since  our  contests  with  France  began  to.  grow 
aerious.  For  a  long  time  before,  not  above  twenty-five 
,  men  were  left  to  defend  this  post,  which  from  its  great 


impofunce,  «id  tlie*  Mtn^timi  of  aArirt  at  t&is  junttattr^ 
ttost  ceitatiiity  reiq|mr«d  a  mueh  stronger  garriian  than  wa^ 
put  into  it  even  at  Utia  period :  but  ecoaomy  was  the  chtef 
dii&gtocistitted  tii  the  beginateg  of  this  war^  and  to  that  la 
a  great  ttieaaure-waa  oaing  its  loag  dfarMioti. 

§  XVIII*  From  tbt  above  description  of  the  passage 
from  Albany  to  Oswego^  it  ia  plain  how  tietetsary  it  wa& 
that  die  tro(^  intended  for  diia  e^peditk)^  should  have  ^et 
oat  eaiiy  ttf  the  sm-iag.  But  instead  of  that,  the  very  first 
af  thenif  colonel  Schoyler's  New  Jersey  regiment,  did  not 
btg^n  thekr  adardi^tiU  after  the  beginning  of  July,'  and  just 
as  Shhky's  and  PeppareH's  rsgidtents  were  preparing  t6 
fidtow,  the  melaachoty  aecoum  of  Braddock's  disaster 
arrived  at  Albany,  where  it  so  damped  the  spirits  of  the 
peopk,  and  apread  such  a  tertxir^  that  many  of  the  troopa 
dsserted)  atid  most  of  the  batteau  men  dispersed,  and  rati 
home,  by  whiah  means  eveti  all  the  neeessary  stores  could 
n^  ba  carried  along  with  the  troops.  Notwithstat^ding 
this  (Usappoitttment,  general  Shirley  set  out  from  Albany 
btfors  the  end  of  July,  with  as  matiy  of  the  troops  and 
atorcs  as  he  could  procure  a  conveyance  for,  hoping  to  be 
joined  ta  his  roate  by  great  numbers  of  the  Indians  of  the 
Sh  Nataotts,  to  whom  he  seftt  invitations  to  that  effect  as 
he  passed  by  their  settlements :  but  they,  instead  of  com- 
plying with  his  desire,  absolutely  declared  against  all  hos- 
tilities on  that  side  of  the  country;  and  insisted  that 
Oswego,  heing  a  place  of  traffic  aad  peace,  ought  not  to 
>e  disturbed  either  by  the  English  or  the  French,  as.  if 
they  could  have  persuaded  both  parties  to  agree  to  such  a 
local  truce.  Upon  this  refusal,  Mr.  Shirley  proceeded 
forward,  being  joined  by  very  few  Indians,  and  arrived  at 
Oswego  oft  the  seventeenth  or  eighteenth  of  August ;  but 
the  rest  of  the  troops  and  artillery  did  liot  arrive  till  the 
last  day  of  that  month;  and  even  then,  their  store  of  pro- 
visions was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  againdt 
Niagara,  though  some  tolerable  good  vessels  had  by  this 
time  been  buHt  and  got  ready  for  that  purpose.  The 
getteraU  now  resolved  to  take  but  six  hundred  men  with 
Mm  for  the  attack  of  Niagara,  and  to  leave  the  rest  of  his 
array,  consisting  of  about  fourteen  hundred  more,  at 
Oswego,  to  defend  that^  place,  in  case  the  French  should 
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itttAcfc  it  m  bis  abtence,  which  there  wm  temaon  to  appre- 
hend they  might,  as  they  then  b^d  a  ooasiderable  force  at 
fort  FroDtenac,  from  whence  tbe^r,  could  easily  cross  over 
ibe  Isjce  Onts^rio  to  Qawci^Ok  HoiWeyer,  he  was  still 
obliged  to  wait  at  Qawego  for  pvovtsions, .  of  which  at 
leagth  a  $maU  supply  arrived  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Sep- 
tember, barely  sufficteat  to'  support  his  men  during  their 
intended  expedition,  and  to  allow  twelve  days  short  sub- 
'  fiistence .  for,  thos^  he  left  behind.  But  by  this  time  the 
rainy  boisterous  season  had  begun,  on  which  account  most 
of  his  Indians  had  already  left  hi|n,  and  were  returned 
home ;  and  the  few  that  remained  with  ^im  declared  that 
there  was  no  crossing  the  lake  Ontario  in  batteaux  at  thstt 
season,  or  any  time  before  the  next  summer.  In  this 
perplexity  he  called  a  council  of  war,  whic^y  after  weighing 
all  cjircuipstances,  unanin)ously  resolved  to  defer  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year,  and  to  employ  the  troops, 
whilst  they  remained  at  Oswego,  in  building  barracks,  9kd 
erecting,  or  at  least  beginning  to  erect  two  new  forts,  oae  i 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Onondaga,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  ta 
command,  as  weU  as  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  to 
be  called  Ontario  Fort ;  and  the  other  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  west  of  the  old  fort,  to  be  called  Oswego  New 
Fort. 

$  XIX.  These  things  being  agreed  on,  general  Shirley, 
with  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  under  his  conamand, 
set  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
October,  leaving  colonel  Mercer  with  a  garrison  of  about 
seven  hundred  men  at  Oswego;  though  repeated  advice 
had  been  received,  that  the  French  had  then  at  least  a 
Chousand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  same 
lake;  andi  what  was  still  worse,  the  new  forts  were  not 
yet  near  completed  i  but  left  to  be  finished  by  the  bard 
labour  of  colonel  Mercer  and  his  little  garrison,  with  the 
addition  of  this  melancholy  circumstance,  that,  if  besieged 
by  the.  enemy  in  the  winter,  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
his  friends  to  come  to  bis  assistance.  Thus  ended  thi$ 
yearns  unfortunate  campaign,  during  which  the  French, 
with  the  assistance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
jnurders,  scalping,  captivating,  and  laying  waste  the  western 
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frooders  of  Virgiiift  mid  PeiiMylrania^  during  the  whole 
vinteiv    .  ^  ••  '  •      •        , 

§.XX»  The  wmutflrs  of  the  tvo  jftrrbg  powers  were 
vej74)iisily  emj^ojred  thb  year  at  mo^t^of  the  coiuts  of 
£urap«';  but  their  tranwoions  were  kept  extremely  secret* 
JThe  Frfiwh  -endeairottiied.  to  idi^ire  the  Spmiards  with  ft 
jealousy  of  the  sUetigth  of  the  fingUsli  by  eea,  etpectally  in 
America-;  aad  the  SpaaiihjCotirt  seemed  incfined  to  accept 
of  the  office  of  siediator,}  but  Mr*,WaU^  wfaa  was  perfbc^ 
well  acquainted  widft  the  atate  of  albirs  betweeiir  fingfaMd 
aad  France,  seconded  the  represensations  of  the  British 
mbistry^  which  demonstrmed^  that,  however  willing  Oteat 
&itam  might  he  to  aceept  of 'the  mediation  of  Spain,  ahe 
could  not  agree  to  any  suspension  of  amis  in  America^ 
which  France  iniisSed  on  as  a  prelimiaaty  condition^  withoi;^ 
hazarding  the.  whole  of  her  interest  there;  and  that  the 
captures, which  had  been  made  by  the  Knghah  were  the 
aecessary  consequences  of  the  encroachments  and  infoattoe 
of  the  French,  particidariy  in  that  eonn^*  Upen  this 
rcmonsirance,  sdi  further  talk  of  the  mediatiott  of  Spam 
was  dropped,  and  the  minislry  of  Versaillea  had  recourse 
to  the  princes  of  Germany.;  amongst  whom  the  ekctor  of 
Cologn  was  soon  bronght  over  to  their  party,  so  as  to 
consent  to  their  forming  magazines  in  his  tanrisories  in 
Westphalia*  This  was  a  plain  indication  c£  their  design 
^Dst  Hanover,  which  they^sooa  after  madeliis  Britannic 
majesty,  who  waa  then  at  Haiiover,  aa  offer  of  sparing,  if 
he.  would  agree  to  cettain  conditions  of  nentiality  for  that 
electorate,  which  he  ^rejected  with  disdain.  Then  the 
count  d'Aubeterre,  envoy  extrordinary  from  France  at  the 
court  of  Vienn^)  proposed  a  secret  negotiation  with  the 
ministers  of  the  empress  queen.  The  secret  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Petersburgb,  between  the  two  empresses,  had 
stipulated  a  kind  of  partition  of  the  Prussian  territories,  in 
case  that  prince  should  infringe  the  treaty  of  Dresden ;  but 
his  Britannic  majesty,  though  often  invited,  had  always 
refused  to  agree  to  any  such  stipulation :  and  the  king  of 
Poland,  howsoever  he  might  be  inclined  to  favour  the 
scheme,  did  not  dare  to  avow  it^formally,  till  matters  should 
be  more  ripe  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  The  court  of 
Vienna,  whose  favorite  measure  this  was,  began  to  listen 
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«6  d'A.obtnerrv'i  iotinoatkiat,  ttid  iqr  d«|«cws  entered  mto 
negotiations  with  hina,  which,  in  the  end,  were  prodnctivt 
of  (hat  mmatiiral  umfedermcf  betwnen  tht  empress  qaeen 
and  kinf  of  France  of  which  fuftber  noikt  will  b«  taken 
In  the  occurrences  of  the  not  3rear>^heti  the  tnsaty  between 
thenif  into  whith  thejr  afittrwofdip  feisad  meant  secretly  nii 
bring  the  empress  of  HUissta,  was  eoitclndad  at  Vevssiltes. 

$  XXI.  The  king  of  England  taking  it  for  gmmedduft 
the  French  would  invade  Hanover^in  coaiie(|iienea  of  iheir 
ruftnre  whh  Gteat  Britaki,  nAiioh  steme^  to  be  near  at 
handy  begkm  to  take  asessunes  for  the  disfoice  of  thait  eletto-^ 
tat«;  To  this  ^nd,  durkig  his  aeaf  at  Hanover^  he  coacla'* 
dad,  on  tfe  tsighteanti^  of  June,  a  treaty  with  the  iandgrsve 
of  Hesse  Cas^^  by  which  his  serene  highn^s  engaged  to 
hold  in  readin^s^  daring  four  yeata,  fer  hia  majasty^  ter- 
TMe,  n  btody  of  eight  thousaiKi  tnen^  tx>  be  employad^  if 
required^  npi^  the  continent,  jot  in  Britaia  or  Ireland  ;  tmt 
not  on  bdard  the  icat  or  beymd-the  aeaat  and  also,  if  his 
Btitaanit.tnajesty  should  judge  it  noceaaoHry  oradvantageoiiii 
fer  his  aervicn,  to  furnish  and  join  to  th^  body  4if  eight 
thousand  men,  within  six  months  aftek*  th«y  $houki  hs 
denuinded,  fiDur  tfaouaand  asore^  of  which  seven  hundrtd 
were  to  be  horse  or  dragooas,  and  aach  regiment  of  iafsn^ 
try  to  hove  two  &eldpieces  of  nsnnoo/  Another  treaty 
was  begun  with  Russia  about  the  same  tiihe ;  bat  this  di4 
afot  take  effect  during  his  majesty's  residence  at  Hanover  t 
that  jothers  trere  notxonphided  was  the  movie  snrprising,  ft$ 
ovr  aubsrdy  treaty  With  Sanony  had  then  expired,  and  that 
with  B^s^ria  was  |iear  exjf»nng|  an4  as  ^  secuving  of 


t  Yhe  "king,  ttn  Md  lide,  pfomised  to  ftay  ib  t1^  Utidf^Ve  for  these  succonrfl^ 
eight  crowns  banco,  )iy  v»y  #f  levy  v^tmpf*  ibr  c^nTtroqier  #r  di'tgoaa  dtlf 
£iriued  and  mounted,  and  thirty  crowns ban^o  for  even;  foot  soldier;  the  crown  t^ 
mt  reckoned  at  fiay-(hiieto  vols^HoNand,  or  at  fb^r  shiMngs  and  irine^-p^nee  t)ire6 
larthiii|s  l^nfUsh  mooey  j  aod  al«o  t»  pa^  Co  bis  serene  liiglMiess,  for  tke  eight 
thotisand  men,  an  annual  sub^dy  of  a  1iundi%d  and  fifty  thwisand  crowns  hanco, 
Iharing  the  fear  ytntt,  to  jDonnsesoe  irora  tbe  day  of  signing  Ae  trsi»f  ^  wlikk 
subsidy  was  to  be  increased  to  three  hundred  thousand  crowns  yearly*  firom  ^ 
time  Wf  rec^iritig  l^e  troops,  to  the  time  of  Uiefr  emtermgitrto  Bmish  pay  ^  and  iH 
case  of  their  heitoy  dbmiased,  the  said  subsidy  of  tlir^e  hindred  tbowaM  eronny 
•was  tbeti  to  revrye  and^  continued  during  tfie  residue  of  (he  term  :  but,  if  twelve 
thousand  men  wei^e  deinatided  4indlVirnii|uidf  theaiJbaiy  mm  then  t*  b^-inepeas^ 
in  pi-opoiHioD ;  an(l  in  cftse  tl^  kin|;  of  Grefit  Uritain  sl>o«ld  at  any  time  think  fiit 
to  send  back  these  troops,  bdbre  me  e^rpiration  ^thu  treaty,  bouce  therfeof  wafc 
t!9  be  pren  to  his  serine  lii(lM«8i^ree  iponU^^  b^farekivdf  4oe  iqaqptii^  %mw  vsi 
to  be  allowed  tl^em  for  their  return,  and  they  were  to  be  fvu'iushed  gratis  with  tl^o 
«iece8sary  tMtnsport  vASeK 


tf3s»'  caoBw  u.  a^ 

these  tvo  pmces  in  our  interest  was  at  least  as  necessarf 
towarcb  lorming  a  suff ci«nt  confederacy  upon  the  continent 
for  thr  defenee  of  Hanover,  as  tt  was  to  secure  the  land- 
glare  of  Hesse  CaaseU  If  the  reason  of  their  not  being 
ei^ged,  and  ao  other  seems  so  probable,  was,  that  th^y 
refused  to  renew  their  treaties  with  England  upon  any  terms, 
dl  that  can  be  aakl  is^  that  they  were  guilty  of  flagrant 
ingratitude,  as  they  had  both  receiyed  a  subsidy  from  this 
kingdom  for  many  years  in  time  of  peace,  when  they  neithi^r 
vere  nor  could  bo  of  any  service  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Brtfeainu 

$  XXII.  On  the  fifteenth  of  ^ July  an  express  arrived 
from  admiral  Boscaweut  with  an  account  of  his  having  takea 
the  tvo  Frtndi  ships  of  war  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys. 
Tkb  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  court 
^  Prance ;  for  had  they  apprehended  any  such  attack,  they 
would  not  have  ordered  Me*  M^Namara  so  r^um  to  Brest 
with  the  chief  part  #f  their  squadron ;  nor  was  it,  perhaps^ 
lest  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  some  of  our  own  minis* 
try:  hut  as  matters  had  been  carried  so  far,  it  was  then  too 
kite  to  retreat ;  and,  therefore,  orders  were  socm  after  given 
to.  sU  our  ships  of  war  to  make  reprisals  upon  the  French, 
hj  taking  their  ships  wherever  they  should  meet  them.  Sir  ' 
Edward  Uawke  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  twenty 'first 
0f  July,  with  eighteen  ships  of^war,  to  watch  the  return' of 
the  Frendi  fteet  from  America,  which,  however,  escaped 
kim,  and  arrived  at  Brest  on  the  third  day  of  S^>tember. 
Costm(;Klore  FranUand  sailed  from  Spitbead  for  the  West 
Indies  on  the  thirteenth  of  August  with  four  ships  of  wari 
furnished  with  orders  to  commit  hostilities,  as  well  as  to 
protect  oio*  trade  and  si^;ar  islands  from  amy  insult  that  the 
French  might  ofier ;  aad  the  duke  de  Mirepoix,  their  am** 
bstaador  at  the  court  of  Xiondon,  set  out  for  Paris  on  the 
twenty-second  of  July,  without  taking  leave. 

§  XXIII.  A  war  being  thus  in  some  measure  begun, 
his  maiesty  thought  proper,  |»rhaps  for  that  reason,  t^ 
Ktum  to  kis  Bridsb  dominions  sooner  than  usual  i  for  be 
kft  Hanover  on  the  ei|^itb  of  Sqpitember,  and  arrived  on 
the  fifteenth  at  Kensington,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance 
between  him  and  the  empress  of  Russia,  which  he  had 
ht|^  during  his  abaeoce,  was  conclufkli  *n  the  durtieth  pf 


244  HISTORY  OF  ESGLAND.  j^j^^ 

the  saimc  month.     By  diis  treaty  her  Russian  majesty  enga* 
ged  to  hold  m  readiness  in  Livoniar  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Lithuania,  a  body  of  troops  consisting  o(  forty  tho«»an4 
infantry,  with  the  necessary  artillery,  and  fifteen  thoman^* 
^  cavalry  }  and  also  on  the  coast  of  the  same  province,  forty 
or  fifty  galleys,  with  the  necessary  crews ;  to  1>e  ready  to 
act,  upon  the  first  order,  in  his  majesty's  service,  in  case^ 
said  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the  most  remarkable,  that 
thi  dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in  Germany  should 
be  invaded  on  account  of  the   interesCs  or  disputes  which 
regard  his  kingdoms ;  her  Imperial  majesty  declaring  that 
she  would  look  upon  such  an  invasion  as  a  case  of  tfie  alli- 
ance of  the  year  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  fcrty*two ; 
and  that  the  said  dominions  should  he  therein  comprised  in 
this  respect;  but  neither  these  troops  nor  gaUeys  were  to  be 
put  in  motion,  unless  his  Britannic  majesty,  or  his  allies, ' 
should  be  somewhere  attacked ;  in  which  case  the  Russian 
general  should  march,  as  soon  as  possibte  after  requisition, 
to   make   a  diversion  with  thirty  thousand   infantry  and 
fifteen  thousand  cavalry ;  and  should  embark  on  board  the 
galleys  the  other  ten  thousand  infantry  to  ms^e  »  descent 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  affair.     On  the  other  side,  ' 
his  Britannic  majesty  engaged  to  pay  to  her  Russian  majesty 
an  annual  subsidy  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  a 
year^  each  year  to  be  paid  In  advance,  and  to  be  reckdhed 
from  the  day  of  the.  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  to  the  day 
that  these  troops  should  upon,  requisition  march  out  oi 
Russia  f  from  which  day  the  annual  subsidy  to  her  Impe^ 
rial  majesty  was  to  be  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  stcr* 
Kng,  to  be  paid  always  four  months  in  advance,  until  the 
troops  should  return  into  the  Russian  dominions,  and  for 
three  noonths  after  their  return.     His  Britannic  majesty, 
who  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  send  onee  every  year  into  the 
said  province  of  Livonia  a  commissary,  to  see  and  examine 
the  nnmber  and  condition  of  the  said  troops,  further  enga- 
ged, that  in  case  her  Russian  majesty  should  be  disturbed 
in  this  diversion,  or-  attacked  herself,  he  would  furnish 
immediately  the  succour  stipulated  in  die  treaty  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two ;  and  that  in  case  a 
war  shotild  break  out,  he  would  send  into  the  Baltic  a 
squadron  of  his  ships^  of  a  force  suitable  to>ihe  civcumstan- 
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ces.  Thb  was  the  chief  siri>stance  of  the  tre&ty'  which,  by 
agreement  of  both  parties,  was  to  subsist  for  four  years 
from  die  exchange  of  the  ratifications :  but  in  the  seventh 
article  these'  words  were  unluckily  inserted :  ^^  Considering  ^ 
^*^'al|||  the  pftoximity  of  the  countries  wherein  the  diversion 
**'  in  question  will  probably  be  made,  and  the  facility  her 
^  ti-oops  will  probably  have  of  subsiisting  immediately  in  an^ 
^  enem3r's  country,  she  takes  upon  herself  alone,  during" 
^^  such  a  diversion,  the  subsistence  and  treatment  of  the 
^  said  troops  by  sea  and  land."  And  in  the  eleventh  arti- 
cle it  was  stipulated,  that  all  the  plunder  the  Russian  army 
should  take  from  the  enemy  should  belong  to  them.  That 
his  Britannic  majesty,  who  now  knew  enough  of  the  court 
of'Vienna  to  be  sensible  that  he  could  expect  no  assistance 
from  thence,  in  case  his  German  dominions  were  invaded, 
should  enter  into  this  convention  with  the  empress  of  Rus- 
sia, in  order  to  strengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent, 
was  extremely  natural ;  especially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in 
great  friendship  with  her,  and  her  transactions  with  the 
court  of  France  had  been  so  secret,  by  passing  through  only 
that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  not  yet  been  informed  of  them; 
neither  had  the  project  of  the  treaty  of  Versailles  then 
come  to  his  knowledge,  or  to  that  of  the  king  of  Prussia, 
Bbr  had  either  of  these  princes  yet  made  any  formal 
advances  tb  die  other. 

$  XXIV.  The  first  intimation  that  appeared  publicly 
^  the  negotiations  of  France  with  the  empress  of  Germany, 
was,  when  the  French  minister,  count  d^Aubeterre,  declared 
at  Vienna,  >^  that  the  warlike  designs  with  which  >the  king 
^'  his  master  was  charged,  were  sufiiciently  confuted  by  his 
^^  great  moderation,  of  which  all  Europe  had  manifold 
^  proofs :  that  his  majesty  was  persuaded  ^is  groundless 
*^  charge  had  given  as  much  indignation  to  their  Imperial 
^^  majesties  as  to  himself;  that  he  was  firmly  resolved  to 
**  preserve  to  Christendom  that  tranquillity  wfiich  it  enjoyed 
^  thn^ig^  his  good  faidi,  in  religiously  observing  the  treaty 
^  of  Aix-la-Chapelle :  but  that  if  his  Britannic  majesty's 
*^  allies  should  take  part  in  the  war  which  was  kindled  in 
"  America,  by  furnishing  succours  to  the  English,  his 
"  majesty  would  be  authorized  to  consider  and  treat  them 
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^  iis  prkicipdls  in  lU^     Vrmodt  laccwiar  flMuk  dte  sam* 
ckchu-atioil  to  other  courts*  ^ 

^  SXV.  The  words  snd  atip«datton  m  the  dbore  reci*' 
ted  claosey  id  the  scvcntk  article  of  the  trea^  of  Gica* 
Britain  with  Husaiay  were  looked  oar  as  a  utettace  leio^d 
at  ihc  kbg  of  PtniBia,  who,  barbig  some  time  faoad  meant 
to  procure  a  copy  of  this  trea^^  aad  seeing  it  in  that  light, 
boldly  declared,  by  Im  miaisters  stt  att  the  eotiru  of 
Europe,  that  be  would  oppose,  with  bis  utaKwC  force,  die 
stitraiice  of  any  foreign  troo^  into  the  empire,  under  any 
pretence  whdCtTcr.  This  declaration  was  particnbaiy  dis* 
pleasing  to  the  French  who  had  already  marched  large 
bodies  of  troops  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  and 
erected  several  great  magazines  in  Westphalia,  with  the 
permission  of  the  elector  of  Cotogn,  for  which  the  En^h 
minister  at  his  court  was,  in  August,  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  thence  wtthont  taking  leave.  However,  as  soon  at 
^  this  declaration  of  the  king  of  Prussia  was  nottted  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  they  sent  an  aanbassador  extraordinaryi 
the  duke  de  Nivemois,  to  Beiiin,  to  try  to  persuade  his 
majesty  to  retract  his  declaration,  and  enter  into  a  new 
alliance  with  them.  His  Prussian  majesty  received  this 
ambassador  in  such  a  manner,  as  seemed  to  denote  a  dispo- 
sition to  agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propost.  This 
awakened  in  England  a  jealousy  that  bb  declaration  alone 
was  not  tx>  be  relied  on,  but  id^t  it  was  necessai-y  to  bring 
him  under  some  solemn  engagement;  especially  as  the 
French  had  by  this  time  a  namerous  army  near  the  Lower 
Rhine^  widi  magaziaca  provided  for  their  march*  all  the 
way  to  Hanover ;  and  if  the  king  of  Prussia  suffered  them 
to  pass  through  his  dominions,  that  electorate  biust  beswaU 
{owed  up  before  the  Bnssian  amdUaries  could  possibly  be 
brought  thither^  or  any  army  be  formed  for  protecting  it.* 
For  this  reoson  a  negotiation  was  set  on  foot  by  Great 
Britain  at  Berlin ;  but  as  it  was  wtcft  ottichxled  be£n-e  fbe  ' 
beginning  of  the  next  year,  we  shall  defer  entering^ ioto  the 
particulars  4of  at,  tUl  we  oome  to  that  period. 


Q  PtthspM^  eYeotof  of  HaBonrer  im%  mote  «frM4.^tNe  l^riuMinsiaMr^ 

than  of  the  inost  ekristian  king,  knowine  with  what  eixse  and  rapidity  this  enter- 
piisiug  neighbour  could.  In  a  few  days,  subdue  the  Whole  electoi-ate. 


$  XXVt.  MtMTwhile  the  Preif^h  iMde  tttother  mttempt 
«|x)n  the  court  of  MadhrUt,  knidly  complaining  of  the  tiding 
Qf  their  two  wen  of  ww  by  Boecnwen's  8C(iiadroii,  before 
any  dedaration  of  vrar  was  made^  repreftenting  it  as  a  most 
mjuitifiable  proeeeding,  which  threatened  a  dissolution  of 
all  fakh  amongst  nations.  This  produced  a  strong  memo* 
rial  irom  sir  Benjanrin  Keene,  our  minister  at  that  courts 
im^rcing,  ^^  That  it  was  woU  known  that  the  French  fleet 
^  Cflrrrted  troops,  aanMUnition,  and  every  thing  necessary 
"  for  defending  the  countries  which  the  French  had  tin- 
^  justly  usurped  in  Atnerica,  and  of  which  the  English 
^daitned  the  property:  that  the  rules  of  self  defence 
^  auchoriz«  every  natkm  to  render  fruitless  any  attempt 
^  diat  may  tend  to  its  prejudice  :  that  this  right  had  been 
^  made  use  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  ships  of  war  { 
^.and  that  the  distinction  of  place  might  be  interpreted  in 
^'favour  pf  the  English,  seeing  the  two  ships  were  taken 
**  on  the  coasts  of  the  countries  where  the  contests  arose.'* 
in  laswer  to  this  observation,  the  French  minister  repre* 
seated  the  vast  number  of  ships  that  had  been  taken  in  th6 
European  seas ;  for  in  fact  the  £nglish  ports  soon  began 
to  be  filled  with  ^em  in  consequence  6f  the  general  orders 
for  making  reprisals.  But  the  court  of  Madrid  was  so  far 
from  being  persuaded  by  any  thing  he  could  say,  that  it 
gave  his  Britannic  majesty  the  strongest  assurances  of  its 
fnmdship,  and  ^f  its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the 
differeoces  between  him  and  France,  but  such  as  should  be 
coauKatory,  and  lending  to  restore  the  public  tranquillity. 

§  XXVIL  Oti  the  other  hand,  his  Britannic  majesty 
isquired^  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  stipulated 
to  bim  by  tr^ty  from  the  empress  queen.  But  these 
irere  mfiised,  un<|er  pretence,  that  as  the  contest  between 
hiai  and  France  related  to  America  only,  it  wsis  not  a  case 
•f  the  alliaoce  {  though  at  the  same  time  the  French  made 
>lo  icrupte  of  owning,  that  they  intended  to  make  a  powerful 
descent  on  Great  Britain  early  in  the  spring.  When,  i^ 
litde  while  after,  Prance  being  employed  in  making  great 
^eparatioiis  for  a  land  war  in  Europe,  the  king  of  England 
i^uired  her  to  defend  her  own  possessions,  the  barrier  in 
?he  Low  Countries  with  the  nnmbev  of  men  stipulated  by 
treaty,  which  countries,  acquired   by  Knglisl^  blood  and 
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English  trtwrntCy  had  been  given  to  "her  on  that  express 
condition,  she  declared  that  she  could  not  spare  troops  f<»r 
that  purpose,  on  account  of  her  dangeroui  enemy  the  king 
of  Prussia :  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  secured  by  his. 
treaty  with  1£ngland,  she  urged  that  as  a  reason  for  her 
alliance  with  France.  It  must  be  owned,  however,  for  the 
sake  of  historical  truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reason,  consid- 
ering  the  power,  the  genius,  and  the  character  of  that 
prince,  who  hovered  over  her  ^domiaions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  veterans.  It  mu6t  like- 
wise be  owned,  that  she  undertook  to  procure  the  French 
king's  consent  to  a  neutrality  for  Hanover,  which  would 
have  effectually  secured  that  electorate  from  the  invasion 
of  every  other  power  but  Prussia  itself:  and  it  is  no  strained 
conjecture  to  suppose,  that  the  dread  of  this  very  power 
was  the  true  source  of  those  connexions  in  Germany, 
which  entailed  such  a  ruinous  continental  war  upon  Greal 
Britain. 

$«  XXVIII.  Though  the  English  continued  to  make 
reprisals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  seas  of  America, 
but  also  in  those  of  Europe,  by  taking  every  ship  they  could 
meet  with,  and  detaining  them,  their  cargoes,  and  crews ; 
yet  the  French,  whether  from  a  consciousness  of  their  want 
of  power  by  sea,  or  that  they  might  have  a  more  plausible 
plea  to  represent  En^and  as  the  aggressor,  were  so  far 
from  returning  these  hostilities,  that  their  fleet,  which 
escaped  sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  on  the  thirteenth  of 
August,  taken  the  Blanford  ship  of  war  with  governor 
X*yttleton  on  board,  going  to  Carolina,  they  set  the  gover- 
nor at  liberty,  as  soon  as  the  court  was  informed  of  the 
ship's  being  brought  into  Nantes,  and  shortly  after  released 
both  the  ship  and  crew.  However,  at  the  same  time,  their 
preparations  for  a  land  war  still  went  on  with  great  diligence, 
and  their  utmost  arts  and  efforts  were  fruitlessly  exerted  to 
persuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  to  join  with  them  aga^st 
Great  Britain. 

$  XXIX.  In  England  the  preparations  by  sea  became 
greater .  than  ever,  several  new  .ships  of  war  were  put  in 
commission,  and  many  others  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
government :  the  exportation  of  gunpowder  was  forbid :  the 
hpunties  to  teamen  were  ccmtinued,  and  the  number  of  those 
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that  either  entered  volitiitarily,  or  were- pressed,  increased 

datly^  as  did  also  the  captures  from  the  French,  among 

winch  was  the  fispeitece,  of  seventy  guns,  taken  as  ^he 

WBS  ^Ing  from  Rocheibrt  to  Brest  to  be  manned.     The 

hmd  forces-  of  Great  Britain  were  likewise  ordered  to  be 

augmented;   several  new  regiments  were    raised,  and  all 

haifpay  officers,  and  the  out  pensioners  belonging  to  Chelsea 

Hospital,  were  directed  to  send  in  thleirnam^s,  ages,  and 

time  of  service,'  in  order  that  such  ofthem  as  were  yet  able 

to  serve  might  be  employed  agdn  if -wtanted.     The  English 

navy,  so  early  as  ih  the  month  df  September  t>f  this  year, 

consisted  of  bne  ship  of  a  hundred  and  tdn  guns,  five  of  a 

Hundred  guns  each,  thirteen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,  five 

of  seventy-four,  twenty-nihe  of  seventj',  four  of  sixty-six^ 

one  of  sixty-four,  thirty-threfe  of  sixty,  three  of  fifty-four^ 

twenty-^ight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty7f6ur,  thirty-five  of  forty^ 

and  forty-two  of  twenty,  four  sloops  of  ws^,  of  eighteen 

guns  each,  two  of  sixteen,  eleven  of  fourteen,  thirteen  of 

twelve,  and  one  of  ten,  besider  a  great  nihnber  bf  bomb* 

ketches,  fireships,  and  tenders ;  a  force  sufficient  to  oppose 

the  united  maritime  strength  of^all  the  powers  in  Europe; 

whilst  diat  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  thi^'year,  and 

iilcludtng  the  ships  then  upcm'  the  stocks,  amounted  to"  no 

more  than  six  ships  of  eighty  guns,  twenty-one  of  seventy- 

folir,  one  of  seventy-two-,   four  of  sevehty,  thirty-one  of 

sixty-four,  two  of  sixty,  six  of  fiftjr,  and  thirty-two  frigates. 

§  XXX.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  two  kingdoms, 

when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  the  parliament  met, 

and  his  majesty  opened  the  sbssion  with  a  speech  from  the 

throne,  in  which  he  acquainted  them — "That 'the  most 

"  proper  measures  had  been  taken  to  protect  our  posses^ 

"  sions  in-  America^  and  to  regain  such  parts  thereof  as  had 

"  been  encroached  upon,  or  invaded;  tiiat  to  preserve  hik 

"  people  from  the  ralamities  of  w^,  as  well  as  to  prevent  a 

,^'  general  war  from  being  lighted  lip^in  Europe,  he  had 

"  been'  always  ready  tq^  accept  rei^onable  and  honourable 

"terms  tif  accommodatbn,  but  that  'none  such  had  been 

"  prbposed  by  France  r  that  he  had  also  confined  hb  views 

"and    operations    to   hinder   France   fi^i&   makmg   new 

"  encroachments,  or  supporting  those  sdready  made;  to 

"  exert  his  people's  right  to  a  satisfaction  for  hostilities 

Vol.  III.  I  i 
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*^  committed  in  time  of  profoond  peace,  and  to  disappoint 
"  such  designs,  as,  from  various  appearances  and  prepara* 
"  tions,  there  Mras  reason  to  think  had  been  formed  against 
^^  his  kingdoms  and  dominions :  that  the  king  of  Spain 
*\  earnestly  wished  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
"  and  had  given  assurances  of  his  intention  to  continue  in 
*'  the  same  pacific  sentiment^ :  ^^^^  ^^  himself  had  greatly 
^^  increased  his  naval  armaments,  and  augmented  his  land 
^^  forces  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be  least  burdensome ; 
**  and,  finally,  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  witfi  the 
^^  empress  of  Russia,  and  another  with  the  landgrave  of 
^^  Hesse  Cassel,  which  should  be  laid  before  them.'' 

$  XXXI.  In  answer  to  this  speech,  both  houses  voted* 
most  loyal  addresses,  but  not  without  a  warm  opposition, 
in  each,  to  some  of  the  particular  expressions ;  for  it  having 
been  proposed  in  the  house  of  lords  to  insert  in  their  ad- 
dress the  words  following,  viz.  ^^  That  they  looked  upon 
^^  themselves  as  obliged,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  duty, 
*^  gratitude,  and  honour,  ^  to  stand  by  and  support  his 
^^  majesty  in  all  such  wise  and  necessary  measures  and 
^'  engagements  as  his  majesty  might  have  taken  in  vindica- 
"  tion  of  the  rights  of  his  crown,  or  to  defeat  any  attempts 
"  which  might  be  made  by  France,  in  resentment  for  such 
^^  measures,  and  to  assist  hjis  majesty  in  disappointing  or 
"  repelling  all  such  enterpises  as  might  be  formed,  not  only 
^^  against  his  kingdoms,  but  also  against  any  other  of  his 
*'!'  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
^^  Britain)  in  case  they  should  be  attacked  on  account  of 
"  the  part  which  his  majesty  had  taken  for  maintaining  the 
*'*'  essential  interests  of  his  kingdoms  ;"  the  inserting  of 
these  words  in  their  address  was  opposed  by  earl  Temple, 
and  several  other  lords ;  because,  by  the  first  part  of" them, 
they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties  with  Russia  and 
Hesse  Cassel,  neither  of  whidi  they  had  ever  seen  ;  nor 
could  it  be  supposed  that  either  of  them  could  be  of  any 
advantage  to  this  naticm ;  and  by  the  second  part  of  these 
words  it  seemed  to  be  resolved,  to  engage  this  nation  in  a 
continental  connexion  fc^*  the  defence  of  Hanover,  which 
it  wa^  impossible  for  £ngland  to  support,  and  which  would 
be  so  far  from  being  of  any  advantage  to,  it  at  sea,  or  iit 
America,  that  it  might  at  last  disable  the  nation:  from  de- 
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fending  itself  in  (either  of  those  parts  of  the  world.  But 
upon  putting  the  question,  the  inserting  of  these  words  was 
agreed  to  by  a  great  n^ajority,  and  accordingly  they  stand 
as  part  of  the  address  of  the  hduse  upon  that  occasion. 

§  XXXII.  To  this  remarkable  address  his  majesty 
returned  the  following  as  remarkable  answer  :  *^  My  lords, 
"  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  affec- 
''  tionate  address.  I  see,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
"  the  zeal  you  express  for  my  person  and  government,  and 
"  for  the  true  interest  of  your  country,  which  I  am  deter- 
"  mined  to  adhere  to.  The  assurances  which  you  give  me 
"  for  the  defence  of  my  territories  abroad,  are  a  strong 
"  proof  of  your  affection^  for  me,  and  regard  for  my  honour. 
^  Nothing  shall  divert  me  from  pursuing  those  measures 
^'  which  will  effectually  maintain  the  possessions  and  rights 
^^  of  my  kingdoms,  and  procure  reasonable  and  honourable 
^'  terms  of  accommodation."— ^The  addr9ss  of  the  house  of 
commons  breathed  the  same  spirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude, 
and  was  full  of  the  warmest  assurances  of  a  ready  support 
of  his  majesty,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions,  if  attacked  in 
resentment  of  his  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  crown  and 
kingdom  ;  and  his  majesty's  answer  to  it  was  to  the  same 
^ect  as  that  to  the  hpuse  of  lords.  The  same,  or  nearly 
the  s^une  words,  relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his 
majesty,  and  to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  dominions,  were 
proposed  to  be  inserted  in  this  address,  which  was  opposed 
by-  William  Pitt,  esq.  then  paymaster  of  his  majesty's 
forces ;  the  right  hon.  Henry  Legge,  esq.  then  chancellor 
and  under  treasurer  of  his,  majesty's  exchequer,  and  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury;  and  "by  several  other 
gentlemen  in  high  posts  under  the  government,  as  well  as 
by  many  others :  but,  upon  piUting  the  question,  it  was  by 
a  considerable  majority  agreed  to  insert  the  words  objected 
to ;  and  very  soon  after,  Mr.  ?itt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  gendemen  who  had  appeared  in  the  oppo- 
sition, were  dismissed  from  their  employnaents.  In  the 
niean  time  a  draft  came  over  from  Russia  for  part  of  the 
new  subsidy  stipulated  to  that  crown;  but  some  of  the 
ministry,  who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  refused 
to  pay  it,  at  leaat  bsefore  the  treaty  should  be  approved  of 
by  parliament. 
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'^$  XXXIII*    Sir  Thomas  Robinson  had  not  been  Jong 
in  poss^sliion  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  befpre  it 
was  generally  perceiveds  that,  though  an  honest,  well^nean^ 
ing  man^  and  &  favourite  with  ^he  king,  his  s^ilities  were 
not  equal  to  the   functions  of  that  post.     Much  less  were 
Aey  so  at  this  juncture,  when  the  nation  was  on  the  point 
of  being  engaged   in  -a   difficult  and  expensive  war,  and 
plunged  into  foreign,  measures  and  connexions,  which  would 
require  the  utmost  skill  of  an  able  politician  to  render  them 
palatable  to  the  people.  '  Mr^  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  tiiough 
Aey  scarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other  particular,  had  gene- 
rally united  in  opposing  his  measures^  and  their  superior 
influence  in  the   house  of  con>mons,  and  universally  9c- 
,  knowkdged  abilities^  though  -of  very  diiFevent  kindis,  bad 
always  prevailed,  uncommon  as  it  was,  to  see  •two  person^ 
who  held  considerable  places  under  the  govemment,^  one  of 
them  being  paymaster  general,  and-  the  other  secretary  at 
war,  oppose,  u]»on  all  most  every  occasion,  a  secretary  of 
state  who  wiis  supposed  to  know  and  speak  the  sentiments 
of  his  master.     Sir  Thomas  himself  soon  grew  sensible  of 
his  want  of  sufficient  weighty  in  the  senate  of  th&  nation  | 
and  therefore,  of  his  own  accord^  on  the  tenth  of  Novem- 
ber, wisely  and  dutifully  resigned  the  seals  of  hicr  office  40 
his  majesty, '  who*  delivered  them  to  Mr.   Fox,  and  ap« 
pointed  Sir  Thomas  master  of  the  wardrobe,  with  a  pension 
to  him  dnring  his   life^  -and  after  «bis  death  to  his  sons, 
lord  Barrington  succeeded  Mr#  Fox  as  secretary  at  war; 
and   soon  after  sir  George  Lyttlicton  was  madeehancellor 
of  ^he  exchequer^  and  a  lord  <rf  the  treasuiy,  in^  the  room 
of  Mr.  Legge,  wha  had.  declared  himself  against  the  new 
eontinentabsystem.  However,  notwithstanding  these  ohangi^ 
}n  the  ministry^  very-  warm  debate sr  arose  in  both  houses, 
when  the  treaties  of  Russia  and  >  Hesse  Cassel  came  to  be 
considered  by  them  :  some  of  4he  members  were  for  refer* 
ring  them  to  a  committee  :  but  thi»  motion  waa  overruled, 
in  consideration  of  his  m:ajesty^s  having-engaged  in  thenvto 
^ard  against  a  storm  that  seemed  ready  ^to  break- upoR- his 
electoral  dominions,  merely  on  account  of,  our  quarrel  with 
the  French.     They  were  at  length  approved  of  by ^  ma- 
jority^ of  three  hundred  smd  etghteen  against  one  hundred 
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and  tweatynsix,  in  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  by  eighty- 
four  against  eleven,  in  the  house  of  lords. 
.  .  $  XXXIV.  The  house  of  commons  dien  proceeded  to 
pro^^de  for  the  service  of. the, ensuing  year,  and  for  the  d^t 
Sciences  pf  the  provisions  for  the  former. .  Fifty,  thousand 
seamen,  including  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thir^- 
eight  marines,  were  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  together  with  two  millions  six  hundred  ti)ou- 
sand  pounds  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-three  land  soldiers,  with  nine  huuf 
dred  and  thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  three  pounds,  six 
shillings,  and  nine«-pence,  for  their  support.  A  hundred 
thousand  pounds  were  voted  as  a  subsidy  to  the  empress  of 
Russia  ;.  fifty*fbur  thomand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
twelve  shillings,  and  six->pence,  to  the  landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel  ;  and  ten  thousand  pounds  to.  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 
$  XXXV.  During  these  transactions,  the  public  was 
overwhelmed  with  consternation,  by  the  tidings  of  a  dread- 
ful earthquake,  which,  on  the  first  of  November,  shook  all 
Sp^n  and  Fcartugal,  and  many  other  places  in  Europe,. and 
laid,  the  city  of  Lisbon  in  ruins.  When  the  news  of  this 
great  ^cal^mity  first  reached  England,  it  was  feared  the  con- 
sequences-x>f  it  might  affect  our  public  credit,  considering 
&e.  vast,  interest  which  the  English  merchants  had  in  the 
Portuguese  ^  trade ;  but  fortunately,  it  afterwards  proved 
inconsiderable,  in  comparison  of  what  had  been  apprehend- 
ed :  the  quarter  in  which  the  English  chiefly  lived,  and 
where  they  iiad.  their  warehouses,  having  suffered  the  least 
of  any  part  of  the  city;  and  most  of  the  English  merchants 
diei|  residing  .there,  together  with  their  families,  being  at 
their  xrountry houses  to  avoid  ^he  insults  to  which  they  might 
have  been  exposed  from  the  Portuguese  populace,  during 
the  celebration  of  their  auto^da-Jcj  which  wfis  kept  that  very 
day.  The  two^  first  shocks  of  this,  dreadful  visitation  con- 
tinued near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  after  which  the  water  of 
the  .river  Tagus  rose .  perpendicularly  above  twenty  feet, 
and  subsidy  to  its  natural  bed  in  less  than  a  minute. 
Great  numbers  of  houses,  of  which  this  city  then  contain- 
ed about  thirty osix  thounmd,  exten4iBg  in  length  near  six 
^i^Ies,  in  fc^m.of  a  crescent,  on  the  ascent  of  a  hill,  upon 
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the  north  shore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tagus,  wit^n 
nine  miles  frpm  the  ocean,  were  thrown  down-  by  the 
repeated  commotions  of  the  earth,  together  with  several 
ipagnificent  churches,  monasteries,  and  public  buildings. 
But  what  entirely  completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  most 
opulent  capital  of  the  Portuguese  dominions,  was  a  devour-' 
ing  conflagration,  partly,  fortuitous  or  imtural,  but  chiefly 
occasioned  by  a  set  of  impious  vtHains,  who,  unaw^  by 
the  tremendous  scene  at  that  very  instant  passing  before 
their  eyes,  whh  a  wickedness  scarcely  to  be  credited,  set 
fire  even  to  the  falling  edifices  in  diiFerent  parts  of  the  city, 
to  increase  the  general  confusion,  that  they  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  to  rob  and  plunder  their  already  deso^ 
lated  fellow  citizens.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  which  Lisbon  was  then,  supposed  to  con- 
tain, about  ten  thousand  perished  by  this  calamity ;  and 
the  survivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and  destitute 
even  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  were  forced  to  see|c  for 
shelter  in  the  open  fields. 

§  XXXVI.  As  soon  as  his  majesty  received  an 
account  of  this  deplorable  event,  ftom  hia  unbassador  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  he  sent  a  message  to  both  houses  of 
parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  acquainting 
them  therewith,  and  desiring  their  concurrence  and  assis- 
tance towards  speedily  relieving  the  unhappy  suSerers ;  and 
the  parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  British  human- 
ity, unanimously  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  a  gift 
of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  distressed  people  of 
Portugal.  A  circumstance  which  enhances  the  merit  of 
this  action  is,  that  though  the  English  themselves  were,  at 
that  very  time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  considerable  part 
ef  the  sum  was  sent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large  quan* 
tity  of  beef  from  Ireland :  supplies  which  came  very  seft^ 
sonably  for  the  poor  Portuguese,  who  \irere  in  actual  want 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Their  king  was  to  affected  by 
this  instance  of  British  generosity,  that,  to  show  his  grati- 
tude for  the  timely  relief,  he  ordered  Mr.  Gastr^s,  the  Bri- 
tish resident  at  his  court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  dts*- 
tribution  of  these  supplies,  to  the  British  subjects  who  had 
suff'ercd  by  the  carthtjuake,  accordingly,  about'  a  thirtieth 
part  of  the  provisions^  and  two  thousand  pounds  in  money. 
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were  set  apait  for  that  purt>ose;  and  his  Portuguese  ma- 
jesty retamed  his  thanks,  in  very  warm  terms,  to  the  Bri- 
tish crown  and  nation. 

$  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invasion  of 
these  kingdoms  by  the  French  increasing  daily,  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  January  lord  Bai'rington  as  secretary 
at  war,  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  ten  new  regiments  of  foot,  over  and  above  the 
thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  l^d  sol- 
diers before  ordered  to  be  raised ;  and  a  sum  of  ninety-* 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  shiU 
lingSy  was  voted  for  these  additional  forces  t  upon*  aiv>ther 
estimate  presented  a  little  after  by  Ithb  same  lord,  and 
founded  upon  the  same  reasons,  for  rabing,  for  the  further 
defence  of  die  kingdom,  eleven  tvoops  of  light  dragooim^ 
fortyrnine  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- eight  .pounds, 
eleven  shillings,  and  three«-pence,  were  voted  for  the  ensu- 
ing year :  together  with  eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  for  a  regiment 
of  foot  to  be  raised  in  North  America ;  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirtv-four  pounds,' 
seventeen  shillings,  and  ten-pence  halfpenny,  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  forces  already  established  tin  our 
American  colonies;  and  seventy-nine  thousand  nine  hunT 
dred  and  fifteen  pounds,  six  shillings,  for  six  regiments  of 
foot  from  Ireland,  to  serve  in  North  America  ^d  the  East 
Indies*  Besides  all  these  suf^lies,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  presented  to  the  house  a  message  from 
the  king^  desiring  them  to  take  into  consideration  the  faiths 
ful  services  of  the  people  of  New  Etigland,  and  of  some 
other  parts  of  Nordi  America ;  upon  which  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  more  were  voted,  and  five  thou- 
sand pounds  as  a  reward  to  sir  William .  Johnson  in  particu-. 
lar*  In  short,  including  several  other  sums,  as  well  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  army  ami  navy,  as  for  a 
subsidy  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  the  king  <of  Prussia,- 
and  one.  hundred  and  twenty^one  thousand  four. hundred 
and  forty-seven  pounds,  two  shillings  vand  six- pence,  for 
Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  two  last  articles  futthernotice 
will  be  taken  hereafter,  the  whole  of  the  supplies  granted 
by  parliament  in  this  session  amounted  to  seven  millions 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoastad  one  hundred  «nd 
seventeen  pounds^  four  sbiHings  and  six^pence  three  far* 
things.  For  raising  this  sum  besides  the  malt  tax,  and  the 
fond  tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole  produce 
of  the  sinking  fund,  from  the  fifth  of  January  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fiftV-six^  till  it  should  a^bount  to  one 
rnBiion  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  niiie  hundred 
and  fifty*five  pounds,  elevaa  BhilKiigs,  and  eleven*pence 
halfpenny  was  ordered  to  be  applied  thereunto ;  together 
with  a  million  to  be- raised  by  loans  or  excheqixer  bills,  at 
three  per  cent*  interest:  one  million  five  hundred  thon^ 
sand  pounds  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  redeemable  aimui- 
tliea  attbree  and  a  hklf  per  cent. -and  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  a  lottery^  at  three  per  cent.  AH 
whidt  sums,  with  eigh^-three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds,  two  shillings  and  five-pence  halfpenny, 
then  remaining  in  the  exchequer,  amounted  to  .seven  mil* 
Kohns  four  hundred  and  twenty>^seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one  pounds,  five  shillings  and  seven-pence. 
'  §  XXXVIII.  The  clause  inserted  in  the  mutiny  bill 
last  year,  subject'iTig  all  officers  and  soldiers  raised  in 
America,  by  authority  <rf  the  respective  governors  or 
governments  there,  to  the  same  rules,  and  articles  of  war, 
and  the  same  penalties  and  punishments,  as  the  British 
forces  were  liable  to ;  the  act  passed  at  the  same  time  for 
regulating  the  marine  forces,  while  on  shore,  and  that  for 
the  more  speedy  and  effectual  manning  of  his  majesty's 
navy,  were  not  only  cohfirmsd  now;  but  it  was  further 
en!acted,  with  respect  to  this  last,  as  well  as  for  the  niore 
tpeedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of  his  majesty  V  land  forces, 
ihat  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  present  act,  should 
be  empowered  to  raise  and  levy  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  such  ablebodied  men  as  did  not  follow  any 
lawful  calling  or  emplo)'ment:  or  had  not  some  other  law* 
ful  arid  sufficient  support ;  and  might  order,  wherever  and 
whenever'thiay  phrased,  a  general  search  to  be  made  for 
such  perisons,  in  order  to  their  being  brought  before  them 
to  be  examined^  nay,  that  the  parish  or  town*  officers 
might,  without  any  such  order,  search  for  and"  secure  strch 
persons,  in  order  to  convey  them  before  the  said'  commis- 
sioners to  be  examined ;  that  if  any  three  commissioners 
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slioubl  find  any  person,  90  brought  before  tbem^to  ben^fthiil 
Ae  aboye  description,  and  if  the  recruiting  offiMr  attehdiilg 
^Kmld  judge  him  tb  be  a  num  fit  for  his  n^ajesty's  tervicej 
they  should  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  «ich  officer,  #ho 
Inigiit  secure  him  in  any  place  of  safe^  prbyided  by  the 
justices  of  peace  for  that' purpose,  or  even  In  aajr  paUid 
prison ;  and  that  every  such  man  was  from  that  time  to 
l>e  deemed  a  Ksted  soMier,  and  not  to  be  taken  out  of^  his 
majesty's  service  by  any  process,  odier  than  far  some  crimtiH 
al  matten  Nothing  could  more  plainly  show  dther  the 
zed  of  the  parliament  for  a  vigorous  prosecotkin  of  the 
war,  or  their  confidence  in  the  justice  and  modemtian  4i 
our  mhlistry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this  act,  nrhicih  waito 
continoein  force  till  the  end  of  the  next  aesstcn:  ami 
which,  in  tiie  hands  of  a  wicked  and  enterprising  adminiB^ 
tmion,  might  have  been  made  sctch  an  use  of,  as  ^^ifoiidd 
hsure  been  inconsis^nt  with  that  security  whsek  is  provided 
bjr  our  happy  constitution  for  die  liberty  of  the  subjoet*     • 

$  XXXIX.  The  next  object  of  the  immednwDB  attenAon 
of  paiiiament  in  diis  session  was  the  Taisin|[  of  avnew 
regiment  of  foot  in  North  America;-  for  which  purpose 
die  stun  of  eighty -^ne  thousand  one  inindred  and  sevc«ty<> 
eight  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  to  which  the  esdontrf 
thereof  amounted,  was  ^oted*  Tliis  reg^ent,  which  was 
to  consist  of  four  battalions  of 'a  thousand  men  each,  waa 
intended  to  l>e  raised  chiefiy  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swiss) 
who,  for  many  years  past,  had  annually  transported ^henb- 
selves  in  great  numbers  to  the  Brittsh  plantations^  Am^rita^ 
where  waste  land$  had  been  assigned  them-iip'tetiie  froa» 
tiers  of  the  provinces)  but,  very  iffijudicietisly,ino  eare  had 
been  taken  to  intermix  them  whh  the  English  iiihabltsihts  of 
^  place.  To  this  crrcumstanoe  it  is  owing,  diat^dseyhavs 
cmitinued  to  correspond  and  ^onverse^  x^nly  wittei  one 
MKidier ;  so  that  very  few  of  them,  even  of  those  iwhp  hive 
been  bom  there,  have  yet  learned  to  speak  or  Kkulenitan4 
the  English  tongue.  However,  as  they  were  all  zealoa^^ 
protestante,  and  in  general  strong  hardy  men,  and*  accus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  it  was  judged  that  a  regimetttof  good 
and  faithful  soldiers  might  he  raised  (Hit  of  tkcrii,  pardcvtt 
htfly  proper  to  oppose  the  Flinch:  but  to  this  end  it* was 
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ntidmwff  to  appoittt  some  oS^^era,  especialty  Bubi^fiBnis, 
^lio  uoderstood  mUitaty  discipline,  and  could  speak  tb9 
permMi  language;  and  as  a  sufficient  number  of  such 
could  not  be  found  ,  among  thci  English  oficero,  it  was 
necessary  totbrin^dver'and  grant  commiswbns.  to  s^eral 
German  and  Swiss  officers  and  engitieers ;  but  this  step^  by 
the  ftet  of  settkanent,  could  not  be  taken  without  the  author* 
ity  of  parliament,  an  act  was  now  passed  for  ehabling  his 
majesty  to  grant  commissions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign 
pmiestants,  who  had  served  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers, 
toiact  aad;rankoii9  officers  or  engineers  in  America  only, 
An  act  wab  liik^ise  passed  in  this  sessidn  "strictly  fort»ddiag, 
under,  pain  of  jdeath,  any  of  his  pdajesty's  Mbjects  tosenre 
asoffiorrs  under  the  Freiich  king,  or  to  enlist  as  soldiers  io 
his  service,  wHhont  hb  majesty's  previous  license;  and 
abo  ibr  obliging  such  of  his  majesty's  snbjeets  as  should, 
in '  time  to  come,  accept  of  commissions  in  the  Scotch 
brigade  in  die  Dutch  service,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
andabguratkii^  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  hundred  pounds. 

1$  <XL«  As  it  ha4  been.reaolVed,  in  the  beginning.of  the 
preceding  sninmer,  to,  build  vesaeh  of  force  upon  the  lake 
Ontario^  an  act  was  now  passed  for  extending  the  maritime 
faiws  of  England,  rekting  to  the  government  of  his  majesty's 

'  skips  land  forces  by  sea,  to  such  officers,  seamen,  and  others, 
as  .sI>ouId  secve^oB  board  his  majes^'s  ships  or  vessds 
emplbyed  uppnthe  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers  in  North 
America:'  and  also,  but  not  without  opposition  to  this  last^ 
fiMTthe  betDer  recruiting  of  his  majesty's  forces*  upon  the 
contineiut  jfif  America  t ;  tf^  which  end,  by  a  new  clause  now 
iidded<t0  a  fprmev  act,  a  recruiting  oflker  wa^  empowered 
to  enlbtf  and  detain  an  indebted  servant,  even  though  his 
■Mater  ahcadd  redaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the  master  such 
a  sum' as  twi^  justices  of  peace  within  the  precinct  should 
adjudge  to  he  a  reasoo%ble  equivalent  for  the  origimd 
purchase  mosKy  at|d  the  remaining^  tii|ie  such  servant  mig^t 
have  to  serve, 

, -'  $  XLI.  The  intestine  broils  of  Ireland  were  happily 
iDOospaeed  thip  year,  by  the  prudent  management  of  the 
|«mrquif  of  Hartingtpn,  lord  lieutenant  of  that  kingdonu 
By  his  ^^^^dy  ^n4  flisinterested  conduct,  hia  candour  and 
j)^flf)an^ty^  ^e  {risj^  ^ere  iio^  pnly^  brpugl)t  to  much  bctte?' 


tmftVf  even  aJooog  themtehret^  dm  xhey  w«re  befiire' 
their  lale  ouU's^oas  riou  and  d«igikrottt  ditieiiBioiis  hap^ 
'pttiei;  but  ako  prevaUed  opon  to  acquiesee  iti  llie  meat- 
suFesof  Ettg^ud,  without  tkis  last  bdng  oUiifidrto'give 
upan^oiie{x>iiit.of  ber  sliperiorky.  The  leadiag.'meii.ia 
the  pirliaiftent  of  Ireland  were  the-  first  that  cott£(Mtei«d : 
snd  tbou^  the  feiment  continiKd  very;  high  for  some  time 
after,  among  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  people,  it 
was  at  length  ei$tlfely  allayed  by  the  wisdom  of  the  lord 
lieutenant)  and  the  exodlent  law,  wfaioh  he.  ehcounlged 
and  passed  for  the  benefit  of  that  n«li0n;^  The  P  '  .'ui.^ 
of  Ireland,  who  had  been  very  bosj^  in  fbmenting  many  of 
ttej.  late  disturbance,  was,  by  his  migest3r's  command^ 
strackioff  the  list  of  privy  coimseUors:  and  'the'  gredtestf^ 
pH  of  ttao^  pamots,  whom  faction  had  turned  oujt  of  their 
eiapleyments  the#e,  were  reinstated  with  honour. 

$  XLIL  Tfae^liament  of  England,  which,  had  ad-> 
jottrned  on  the  twenqr-tfaird  of  Deeemberi  met  agsda:  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  tMrteenth  of  January,  and  the 
lords  on  the  nineteenth.'*^  On  the  sixteenth  of  the  some 
month,  the  treaty  between  his  Britannic  ~majes^  and  Uie 
king  df  Pl-ussia  was  signed,  importing,  that,  for  the  d^^ftsbte 
df  their  comiMOtt  country,  Germany,  and^in  order' to*  |are^ 
serve  her  peaee  and  tranquillity,  wUch  it  was  feardd  wait 
h  danger  offing  dlstujrbed,  on  account  of  die  disputes  in 
America,  the  two  kings,  for  that  end  only,  entered  into  a 
eontention  of  neutrality,  by  whioh.  they  recipfocailybpuod 
themselves  not  to  suffer  foreign  troops^  of  any  nation  what'* 
icMBver  to  enter  into  Germaiiy,  or  pass  through  it  during 
the  troubles  aforesaid,  and  the  consequences  that  might 
rMttlt  from  them ;  but  tot  oppose  the  same  with  their  utmost 
migbt,  in  order  to  securte  Germany  from  the  calamtties.  of 
War,  maintain  her  fundamenK^l  laws  and  constitutions,  and 
'     p^e^erve  her  peace  uninterrupted.     Thus,  the  .lateMtreaty 

I  X  Araoi^i;  oUier  o1>jeots  of  the  atteBtion  <^^  ^  lentkitare  of  thaX  eoODtrj,  ten 

I       thousaiui  pounds  were  gcanted  for  making  the  river  fTore  navigable  from  th*e  city 

I       fif  mikenny  to  tbe  town  of  Inneatalge ;  t«fenty  thonsand  .pbunds  towards  eanrjng 

I       OR  an  inland  navigation  frpm  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon ;  four  t^ou- 

JH&d  pounds  for  maldng  the  ri^er  Newry  navigable ;  a  thousand  poands  a  year  ifbr 

>ro  ^earsy  for  the  enooun^gement  oi'  .BngUsh  protestant  sehools ;  several  ^uns^^ 

^^•^isMributed  in  premiums,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cambric,  hempen,  apfl 

\  ^  liien  fflanufaetnrfM }  and  thre*  UuiM^dJrtKMtsand  ]talUids  to'  his  majesty,  towands 

8W»JiVtii^  Ahft;fev«i»l,UninchM.pf.^  and  for   d«fri^;iftg  tkc 

w^Ds^^tliego¥feittfnfcntfoHwt>yfefthi:  *       '    ♦'An.  ifSS. 
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^rtth  Rimki  wta  vktOBllj  itawmced*  Their  may«t|m# 
moreover^  tetated  tbb  favourable  opportuniliy  to  fu^ust  tbe 
(MerencAs  that  had  suhsisted  betwecaa  them,  ia  xela^M  to 
the  remaittder  of  die  Siksla  loan  dae  to  the  ^ilt^t$  of  hb 
Britamiic  majeaty,  and  .the  indemaifiGatton^cla^pi^d  1^  tbt 
subjects  of'  hit  PrussiaB.  majeatj^  for  their  losteft  hf  sea 
during  dM  kte  war ;  ao  that  the  atlacJluiient.  laid  jw  (be 
aaid  debt  was  agreed  to  be  taken  off,  as  soon  as  tbe 
mtification  of  this  tre^y:  should  be  exchanged*  , 

$  XLIIL  Ott  the  twetitj- first  Qf  January  the  house 
took  into  coasideratioB  the  laws  then  in  being  relathig 
to  the  militia  of  .this  kingdom;  and,  finding  thetn  iosoffi*^ 
cieot,  ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared^  tuid  brought 
hi,  fbr  the  better  .regulating  of  the  aiilitia  fon:«i  in,  tke 
several  counties  of  England.  A  biU  was  according^ 
prepared  to  that  e£fect,  and  presented  to  the  house  pa 
the  twelfth  of  March  by  the  hoa«  Charles  Towoshend, 
esq.  who,  to  his  honour,  was,  one  of  the  chief  prosu>^ 
ters  of  it*  After  receiving  many  amendments  in  the 
house  of  commons,  it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  lords  :  but  several  objections  being  made 
to  it  by  some  of  the  peers,  an^  it  seeming  to  ihem  that 
some  ftMher  amendments  were  still  neceasaiy,*  whidi 
diey  thought  they  could  i^ot  in  thai  session  spare  time 
to  consider  ao^  maturely  as  the  importance,  of  the  subjeet 
required,  a  negative  of  fifk}'^j»ine  against  t«ent)r-three 
was  put  upon  the  motion  for  passing  the  hill;  though  every 
one  must  have  been  sensible,  not  only  of  tbe.pi^jH*ieQr,  but 
even  of  the  absolute  necessity  of.  such  a  law,  which  was 
ardently  desired  by  the  whole  nation* 

§  XLIV.  On  the  twenty^eventh  of  May  his  naajesty 
went  to  the  house  of  peers,  and,  after  having  given  the 
royal  assent  to  the  biUa  then  depending,  thanked  his 
pariiament,  in.  a  speech. from  the  throne,  for  their  .vigor- 
ous  and  effectual  support.  He  acquainted  them,  that 
t)ie  injuries  and  hostilities  which  had  been  for  some 
time  committed  by  the  French  against  his  dominions  and 
subjects,  \yrere  then  followed  by  the  actual  invasion  of 
the  island  of  Minorca,  thoiigh  guaranteed  to  him  by 
jdl  the  great  powers  in  Europe,  and  particularly  by  the 
French  kbg :  That  he  had,  therefore,  found  himself  obli- 
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gedy  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of 
the  rights  of  his  people,  to  declare  war  in  form  against 
France ;  and  that  he  relied  on  the  divine  protection,  and 
the  vigorous  assistance  of  his  faUhful  subjects,  in  so  just 
a  omse.  The  parliament  was  then  adjourned  to  the 
eighteenth  <^  June;  and  from  thence  afterwards  to  the 
eighteenth  of  July,  and  then  it  was  prorogued* ' 
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Their  suiiefumf  froceedmfs  iu  the  river  Ganges. 

■  « 

$  L  IjN  the  {tnonth  of  Janoary.  Mr.  Fox,  lately  ap^ 
tiOHHtedaecrelary  bf  state,  rfceiyed  al^t^fi'om  M.  Bpuilla, 
ilmi^er  md  seinetaiyrof  sliate  for  foreign  affairs  to  tbe 
Uag  of  Franee,  eiqsoaitiilatiDg,  in  the  nantepf  bis. sovereign^ 
npon  the  o^tkra.anil  iottructions  for  ;comn>itting  hostilities; 
wbich  his  Britannic  majesj^^ad  given  to  general  Braddock 
and  admiral  Boscawoi,  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
moat  8(demn4uis^'aiices  so^ioften  repeated  by  word  of  p(^>ulh 
as  weU  as  in  wiMm^  He  complaint  of  the  insult  which 
had  been  offered  to  hi*  nMwter's  flag  in  attacking  and  taking 
two  of  his  ships  in  the  open  sea,,  without  any  previous 
d^laration  of  war ;  as  also  by  cpmmitting  depredations  on 
/the  commerce  of  ins  most  christian  majesty's  subjects,  in 
contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
die  ttsi^es  established  among  civilized  nations*  He  said,  the 
sentiments  and  character  of  his  Britannic  majesty  gave  the 
king  his  master  room  to  expect,  that,  at  his  return  to  Lon-j 
don  he  woidd  diMivow  the  condupt  Qf  hiA;admiraUy ;  but 
seeing  that, ;  instead  of  puniahing,'  he  father  encouraged 
those  who }  had  been  guilty  of  such  depredations,  his  most 
christian  tnajesQr  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he 
owed  to  this  own  glory,  ^  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the 
defence  of  his  people,  'lik^  deferred  any  longer  demanding 
a  signal  repaHi^ion  for  the  outiage  done  to  die  French  flag, 
and  tbe  damage  stistained  by  his  subjects.  He,  therefore., 
demanded  immediate  and  full  restitution  of  all  the  French 
ships,  which,  contrary  to  law  and  decorum  had  been  taken 
by  the  English  navy,  together  with  all  the  officers,  soldiers, 
mariners,  guns,  stores,  apd  merchandise,  lie  declared 
that  should  this  restitution  be  made,  he  should  be  willing 
to  engage  in  a  negotiation  for  what  further  satisfaction  he 
he  inight  i:laim^  aQ4. continue  d^^irous  to  s^e  the  differences 
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rekUttig  to  America  determiaed  bjr  ^MUd  and  t^f^itsble 
accommodation ;  but  if  oontimry  to  ill  hopes^  these  demaads 
should  be  rejected,  he  would  consider  such  a  denial  of 
jvBtice  as  ihe  most  authentk  dedatatioli  of  wat,  and  as  a 
formed  design  m  die  ceurt  of  London  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  Europe.  To  this  peremptorjr  remonstraacs  the  ftftish 
seeretary  was  directed  to  answer,  that  though  the  -fcinf^  of 
England  would  readily  con^int  to  at^  ef|liitafale  and  solid 
accommodation;  he  would  not  comply  with  the  demand  of 
immediate  and  full  restitution  as  a  prelknfasary  condition  ; 
for  his  majesty  had -taken  no  steps  btttsudi  as  Wercretodered 
just  asid  indispensible  by  the  hoslilitMs  which  ihe  French 
began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  aiptoper  regard  for 
his  own  honour,  die  rights  and  possessions  of  his'^crown^ 
and  the  security  of  his  kbgdotns« 

$  II*  Without  all  doubt  the  late  transactions  had 
aferded  specious  arguments  for  both  naiioffsto  impeach  the 
conduct  of  each  other*  The  Frl:nch.  eoiat,  conscious  of 
their  encroachments  in  Nova  Skotta,**  affected  to- draw  a 
shade  over  these,  as  parttcalars  belonging  to  a  disputed 
territory,  aad  to  divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  where  Jamonville  and  his  detliadhnient  had  been 
attacked  and  massacred  by  the  English,  \mhout  the  least  pro- 
-  vocation*  They  likewise  inveighed  against^  the  capture  of 
their  ships,  before  any  declaration  of  war,  as  iagrant^acts 
of  piracy ;  and  some  neutral  powers  oS  Europe  'seemed  to 
consider  them  in  the  same  point  of  view*  It  was  certainly 
high  time  to  check  the  insolence  of  the  French  by  force  of 
arms,  and  surely  this  might  have  been  as  eSifcctuaHy  and 
jexpeditiously  exerted  under  the  usual  sanction  of  a  formal 
declaration ;  the  omission  of  which  exposed  the  adrnkiietm- 
tion  to  the  censure  of  our  neighbours,  and  txed  the  impu^ 
tation  (rf  fraud  and  freebooting  on  the  begtnnhig-of  tlie 
war*  1]he  ministry  was  said  to  have  delayed  the  cereitiony 
of  pronouncing  war  from  political  considerattons,  snppeistng, 
that,  should  the  French  be  provoked  into  the  firsrt  dedtfra* 
tion  of  this  kind,  the  powers  of  ^rope  would  consider  his 
most  christian  majesty  as  the  ag^ssor,  and  Great  BrHaia 
would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  defensive  alliances  in  which 
she  had  engaged*  But  nothing  coi^ld  be  mo^'e  weak  and  fri* 
volous  than  such  a  conjecture.     The  aggressor  is  he  who 
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first  violate  the  pause ;  and  «vciy  aUy  will  interpret  Ac 
aggression  according  to  his  own  interest  and  convenience. 
The  administration  maintained  the  appearance  of  candour 
in  the  midst  of  their  hostilities*  The  merchant  ships,  of 
which  a  great  niimher  had  been  taken  from  the  French, 
were  not  sold  and  i^vided  among  the  captors,  according  to 
the  pra/ctice  of  war ;  but  carefully  sequestered,  with  all  thieir 
cargoes  and  effects,  in  order  to  be  restored  to  their  right 
ownerr,  in  case  the  disputes  between  the  two  nations  should 
not  be  productive  of  an  open  rupture.  In  this  particular, 
however,  it  was  pity  that  a  litde  common  sense  had  not 
been  blended  with  their  honourable  intention.  Great  part 
of  the  cargoes  consisted  of  fish,  and  other  perishable  com- 
modities, which  were  left  to  rot  andputrify,  and  afteiSvards 
thrown  overboard,  to  prevent  contagion ;  so  that  the  owners 
and  captors  were  equally  disappointed,  and  the  value  of 
them  lost  to  both  nations. 

$  III.  The  court  of  Versailles,  while  they  presented 
remonstrances  which  they  knew  would  prove  ineffectual,  and 
exclaimed  agai|ist  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  with  all  the 
arts  of  calumny  and  exaggeration  at  every  court  in  Christen- 
dom, continued  nevertheless  to  make  such  preparations  as 
denoted  a  design  to  prosecute  the  war  with  uncommon 
vigour.  They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk:  orders 
were  published,  that  all  British  subjects  should  quit  the 
dominions  of  France :  Many  English  vessels  were  seized 
in  the  different  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and  their  crews  sent 
to  prison.  At  the  same  time  an  edict  was  issued,  inviting 
the  French  subjects  to  equip  privateers,  offering  a  premium 
qS  foxty  livres  f6r  every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man 
tkey  should  take  from  the  enemy ;  and  promising  that,  in 
case  a  peace  should  be  speedily  concluded,  the  king  .would 
purchase  the  privateers  at  prime  cost.  They  employed  great 
numbers  of  artificers  and  seamen  in  equipping  a  formidable 
squadron  of  ships  at  Brest ;  and  assembling  a  strong  body 
of  kmd  forces,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of  trans- 
ports, threatened  the  island  of  Great  Britain  with  a 
dangerous  invasion. 

§  IVi  The  English  people  were  seized  with  conster- 
nation: the  ministry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed.     Colonel 
Yorkc,  die  British  resident  at  the  Hague,  was  ordered  by 
Vol.  /ill.  L 1 
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hit  majettjr  to  make  requitkion  of  die  six  dioosaiidkmeii 
whom  the  states  general  are  obliged  bjr  treaty  to  forn^ 
when  Great  Britain  shall  be  threatened  with  an  invasion  t 
and  in  February  he  presented  a  memorial  for  this  purixtte. 
Monsieur  d'Affry,  die  French  king^s  minister  at  the 
Hague^  having  received  intimadon  of  lus  demand,  produ# 
ced  a  counter  memorial  from  his  master,  charging  the  Eng- 
lish as  the  aggressors,  and  giving  die  states  general  plainly 
to  understand,  that,  should  they  grant  the  succours  demand- 
^d  by  Great  Britain,  he  would  consider  their  compliance  as 
an  act  of  hostility  against  himself.  The  Dutch,  thou|^ 
divided  among  themselves  by  facdon,  were  unanimously 
averse  to  any  measure  that  might  involve  them  in  the 
approaching  war.  Theii^  commerce  was  in  a  great  mea- 
sure decayed,  and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhausted 
|o  admi^  of  an  immediatie  augmentation  of  their  fcn-cest 
which  for  many  other  reasons  they  strove  to  avoid.  They 
foresaw  a  great  increase  of  trade  in  their  adhering  to  a 
punctual  neutrality :  they  were  afraid  of  the  Fronch  by  landi 
and  jealous  of  the  English  by  sea ;  and,  perhaps,  enjoyed  the 
prospect  of  seeing  these  two  proud  and  powerful  najtions 
humble  and  empoverish  each  other.  Certain  it  is^the  states 
general  protracted  their  answer  to  Mr.  Yorkers  memorial  by 
such  a^ected  delays,  that  the  court  of  London  perceived 
their  intention,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  mortification  of 
a  flat  denial,  the  king  ordered  his  resident  to  acquaint  the 

*  princess  regent,  that  he  would  not  insist  upon  this  demand. 
The  States,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity,  at  length  deliv* 
^ed  an  answer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which  they  expatiated  <m 
th^  difficulties  they  were  laid  under,  and  thanked  his  Bri* 
tannic  majesty  fqr  haviag  freed  them  by  his  declaration 
from  that  embarrassment  hito  which  they  were  thrown  by 
his  first  demand  and  the  counter  memorial  of  the  French 

^  minister.  The  reU  sentiments  of  those  peo]de,  howev^, 
iliore  plaii^ly  appeared  in  the  previous  resolution  delivered 
to  the  states  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of  Amsterdam,  Dort, 
Ifaeriem,  Gouda,  Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuysen,  declaring 
flatly  that  England  was  uncontrovertibly  the  aggreascor  in 
Europe,  by  seizing  a  considerable  number  of  French 
vessels ;  that  the  threatened  invasion  of  Great  Briti^in  did 
^0%  afect  the  republic's  gui^-antee  of  th^  protestant  sue- 
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oessioii/iimsmaeh  ai  it  was  only  intended  t6  obtaiii  fqpani* 
tion  for  the  itgnrf  lastttncd  by  Ac  subjects  of  bis  m<M 
diristisn  majesty ;  finaHy^  that  the  suecours  detnimded 
doukl  be-  of  no  advsntage  to  the  kinf  of  England^  as  it 
appeared  by  the  declaratioii  of  his  most  cbristiati  majesty  $ 
that  their  granting  these  succours  iroold  immediately  lay 
diem  under  a  necessity  of  denumding  in  their  turn,  assis<> 
isnce  from  Great  Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing^  thd 
Eng^ah  may  perceive  what  they  have  to  expect  in  cases  of 
emei^ncy  from  the  6iendship  of  their  nearest  allies,  who 
must  always  be  foiuished  with  ihe  same  ex<tuse,  l^henevst 
diey  find  it  convenient  or  necessary  to  their  own  imereilii 
Such  a  consideration,  joined  to  other  cObcmiing  motived, 
ought  to  induce  tte  British  legislature  to  withdraw  it^ 
dependence  from  all  foreign  conneations,  and  provide  such 
a  conditional  force  within  itself,  as  will  be  fully  sufficient 
to  baffle  fdl  the  efforts  of  an  external  enemy*  The  appre^ 
hensions  and  distraction  of  the  pec^e  at  this  juncture 
plainly  evinced  the  expediency  of  such  a  national  forces 
but  different  parties  were  divided  in  their  opinions  libout 
die  natnre  of  such  a  provision.  Some  of  the  warmest  friends 
of  th«ir  country  proposed  a  well  regulated  militia,  as  aii 
institution  that  would  effectually  answer  die  purpose  of 
defending  a  wide  extended  seacoast  from  invasion ;  while, 
6n  the  other  hand,  this  proposal  was  ridiculed  and  refuted 
as  impracticable  or  useless  by  all  the  retainers  to  the  court, 
Mid  all  the  officers  of  the  standing  army.  In  themeatl 
time^  as  th»^  experiment  could  not  be  immediately  tried^ 
ind  the  present  juncture  demanded  some  instant  det^«> 
mination,  recourse  was  had  to  a  foreign  remedy.  -^  ' 
§  Vw  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  king  ttiit  n^ 
written  message  to  pariiament,  intimating,  that  he^  had^ 
received  repeated  advice  from  different  persons  and  plaibeis; 
:diat  a  design  had  been  formed  by  the  French  court  to  in<ttld^ 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  and  the  great  preparati^  of 
fbn:«s,  ships,  artillery,  and  warlike  scores,  tbeff  notoriously 
makmg  in  the  ports  of  France  opposite  to  the  Britisfh  coasts, 
togedKr  with  the  language  of  the  French  h^inisters  in  sofhes^ 
fbreign  courts,  left  littk  room  to  doubt  the  t^idiQr  of  i^ich 
a  design:  that  his  majesty  had  augmented  his  forces  both 
by  sei  Jtnd  Iimd,  and  tafcM  proper  msas«irefii  and  preeautfioi^ 
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for  putting  his  kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence :  that,  in 
order  further  to  strengthen  himself,  he  made  a  requisition 
of  a  body  of  Hessian  troops,  pursuant  to  the  bite  treaty,  to 
be  forthwith  brought  over,  and  for  that  purpose  ordered 
transports  to  be  prepared ;  that  he  doubted  not  of  being 
enabled  and  supported  by  his  parliament  in  taking  such 
measures  as  might  be  ccmducive'  to  an  end-  so  essential  to 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  preservation  of  the  protestanC 
religiop,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  these  kingdoms*  This 
message  was  no  sooner  received,  than  both  houses  voted, 
CQmposed,  afid  presented  very  warm  and  affectionate  ad- 
^  dresses,  in  which  his  majesty  was  thanked  for  the  requisition 
he  had.  ms^cte  of  the  Hessian  troops ;  a  measure  which  at 
any  other  time  would  have  been  stigmatised  with  all  the 
satire  and  rhetoric  of  the  opposition. 

$  VI*  Even  this  precatition  was  not  thought  suficbnt  to 
sucure  the  island,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of  the  people.  In 
a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minister,  encouraged  by  the 
unanimity  which  had  appeared  so  conspicuous  in  die  motions 
for  the  late  addresses,  .ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  house 
of  commons,  that  another  address  should  be  presented  to 
the  king,  beseeching  his  majesty,  that  for  the  more  effectual 
defence  of  this  island,  and  for  the  better  security  of  the 
religion  and  liberties  of  his  subjects,  against  the  threatened 
attack  by  a  foreign  enemy,  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order  twelve  battalions  of  his  electoral  troops,  together 
with  the  usual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forthwith 
brpjy^ght  into  this  kingdom.  There  was  a  considerable 
party  in  the  house  to  whom  such  a  motion  was  odious  and 
detestable :  but  considering  the  critical  situation  of  affairs, 
they  were  afraid  that  a  direct  opposition  might  expose  them 
'to  'fk  more  odious  suspicion :  they,  therefore,  moved  for  the 
order  of  the  d^y,  and  insisted  on  the  question's  being  put 
upo^  that  motion ;  but  it  wa$^  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a 
xpnsiderable  majority,  which  also  agreed  to  the  other  propo- 
sal. The  resolution  of  the  house  was  commumcated  to  the 
lords,  who  iju^animously  concurred ;  and  their  joint  address 
being  presented,  his  majesty  assured  them  iie  would  imme- 
diately comply  with,  their  request.  Accordingly,  such 
expedition  was  used,  that  ii^  ^he  course  of  the  next  month 
both  JHanovjeriaps  and  Hessiaas  arrived  in  England,  and 
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encamped  m:  different  parts  of  ihe  kiagdom.— 'As  the  fears 
of  an  invasion  subsided  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  their 
antipathy  to  thetdl  foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.  They  were 
beheld  with  the  eyes  of  jealousy,  suspicion,  and  dbdain. 
They  were  treated  with  contempt,  reserve,  and  rigour. 
The  ministry  was  execrated  for  having  reduced  the  nation 
to  such  a  low  circumstance  of  disgrace,  as  that  they  should 
owe  tlieir  security  to  German  mercenaries.  There  were 
not  wanting  some  incendiaries,  who  circulated  hints  and 
insinuations,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purposely  left 
uoiprovided ;  and  that  the  natives  of  South  Brit^  had 
been  formerly  subdued  and  expelled  by  a  body  of  Saxon 
auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their  preservation^ 
In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  suspicions  of  a  people  naturally 
blunt  and  jealous  were  inflamed  to  such  a  degree  of  animos- 
ity diat  nothing  would  have  restrained  them  from  violent 
acts  of  outrage,  but  the  most  orderly,  modest,  and  inoffen- 
sive behaviour  by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and  Hessians 
were  distinguished. 

$  VII.  Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  armament 
which*  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  British  nation,  the 
French  were  actually  employed  in  preparations  for  an  expe- 
dition, which  succeeded  according  to  their  wish.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  advice  was  received  that  a  French 
squadron  would  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  sail  from  Toulon ; 
this  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence,  not 
only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  also  from  English  niinisters 
and  consuls  residing  in  Spain  and  Italy.  They  affirmed 
that  the  Toulon  squadron  consisted  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
ships  of  the  line,  with  a  great  number  of  transports ;  that 
they  were  supplied  with  provision  for  two  months  only, 
consequently  could  not  be  intended  for  America;  and  that 
strong  bodies  of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different 
parts  of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphine  and  Provence 
in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notwithstanding  these  particu- 
lars of  infornuition,  which  plainly  pointed  out  Minorca  as 
the  object  of  their  expedition ;  notwithstanding  the  exten- 
sive and  important  commerce  carried  on  by  the  subjects  .of 
Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean ;  no  care  was  taken  to 
send  thither  a  squadron  of  ships  capable  to  protect  the  trade, 
and  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  enemy.     That  great  pro- 
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wmc€  was.  left  to  a  few  incoiMiderabie  ships  aad  frigates, 
which  could  sorre  no  other  purpose  ilian  that  tf  carrying 
intelligence  from  port  to  port,  and  enrichm||;tlieireofli«iand' 
"^rS)  by  making  prize  of  merchant  vessels.  Nay«  the  minis* 
try  seemed  to  pay  little  or  no  regard  to  die  rettionstnmce  of 
general  Blakeney,  deputy  governor  of  Minorca,  wko,  In 
repeated  advices,  represented  the  weakness  of  the  garrison 
winch  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip's  castle,  the  chief  for^ 
iress  on  the  island.  Far  from  strengthening  the  garrison 
with  a  proper  reinforcement,  they  did  not  even  send  thithet 
the  officers  belonging  to  it,  who  were  in  England  upon  leave 
of  absence,  nor  give  directions  for  any  vessel  to  transport 
them,  until  the  French  armament  wad  ready  to  inake  a 
dcv^cent  upon  that  island.'^ 

$  VIII.  At  length, , the  destination  df  the  enemy's  fleet 
being  universdly  known,  the  ministry  seemed  to  rouse  from 
their  lethargy,  and,  like  persons  suddenly  waking,  acted 
with  hurry  and  precipitation.  Instead  of  detaching  a  squa^- 
dron  that  in  all  respects  should  be  superior  to  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  bestowing  the  command  of 
it  apon  an  officer  of  approved  courage  and  activity,  they 
allotted  no  more  than  ten  ships  of  the  line  for  this  service, 
vetting  the  command  of  them  in  admiral  Byng,  who  had 
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lantry  and  patriotism  in  a  Uritisli  officer,  which  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
ebanieter  of  a  Roman  tribune.  Captain  Cunningham,  an  accompKshed  youn|( 
gentleman,  who  acted  as  engineer  m  second  at  Minorca ;  being  prefeitvd  to  a 
rtiaiorhy  at  home,  and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  express  order,  had  repaired 
with  his  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opportuni^  of  a  rikS^ 
bound  for  England,  when  he  received  certain  intelligence  that  the  French  arroa- 
inent  was  destined  for  the  i)lace  he  had  ouitted.  Hra  lady,  whom  he  tenderlt 
loved,  was  just  delivered,  and  two  of  his  children  were  dangeroosiv  91  of  the  mbcD. 
pox.  He  recollected  that  the  chief  engineer  of  Minorca  was  innrro,  and  indeed 
disabled  by  the  gout,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for  the  defence  of  Ae 
fortress.  His  xeal  for  the  honour  and  service  of  his  country  immediately  triumph- 
ed over  the  calls  of  tenderness  and  of  nature.  He  expended  a  eon^derable  sum 
of  mbney  in  purchasing  timber  for  the  platform^  and  o^er  neaessaries  for  the 

f^rrison ;  hired  a  ship  for  transporting  them  thither :  and  tearing  himself  from 
is  wife  and  children,  thus  lefl  among  strangers  in  a  foreien  eoun&y,  embariced 
again  for  Minorca,  where  he  knew  he  should  b«  in  a  peciuiar  mimiker  expoaed  td 
afithe  dan^rs  of  a  Tprious  siege.  In  the  course  of  this  desperate  service  he 
. acquitted  himselfwith  that  vigilance,  dull,  and  active  oonra^,  which  he  had  oa 
.  divers  former  oceasions  displayed,  until  the  assault  was  given  to  the  queen's  haa- 
tion  ;  when  mixine  with  the  ei^eniT,  sword  in  hand,  he  was  disabled  m  his  right 
arm  by  the  shot  of  a  musket  and  the  thrust  of  a  bayonet.  His  behaviour  was  to 
acceptable  to  his  sovereign,  that  when  he  returned  to  England  he  was  preferred  to 
the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  guards.  He  afterwards  acted  as  chief  engineer  in  the 
attempts  nnd  descents  which  were  nrade  on  the  French  coast.  Thoupr  grievously 
maimed,  he  accepted  the  same  office  in  the  expedition  to  Guadalou^e,  Where  he 
died  universally  regretted. 
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never  oiet  wilh  imy  occasion  to  signalize  his  courage,  and 
whose  character  was  not  very  popular  in  the  navy :  but  Mr. 
West,  the  second  in  command,  was  a  gentleman  universally 
respected  for  his  probity,  ability,  and  resolution.  The  ten' 
ships  destined  for  Uiis  expedition,  were  but  in  very  indif^ 
ferent  order,  poorly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either 
hospital  pr  fireship.  They  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the 
seventh  day  of  April,  having  on  board,  as  part  of  their  com* 
plement,  a  regiment  of  soldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar, 
with  major  general  Stuart,  lord  Effingham,  and  colonel 
Comwallis,  whose  regiments  were  in  garrison  ^t  Minorca, 
i4x>ut  forty  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits, 
as  a  reinforcement  to  St.  Philip's  fortress. 

$  IX*  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  recei* 
ved,  one  would  imagine  the  government  of  England  was 
still  ignorant  of  th^  enemy's  force  and  destination ;  for  the 
instructions  delivered  to  admiral  Byng  imported,  that,  on 
his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  he  should  inquire  whether  any 
French  squadron  had  passed  through  the  straits;  and  that, 
being  certified  in  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probably  designed 
for  North  Anierica,  he  should  immediately  detach  rear- 
admiral  West  to  Louisbourg,  on  the  island  of  cape  Breton, 
with  such  a  number  of  ships,  a$  when  joined  widi  those  at 
Hallifai^  would  constitute  a  force  superior  to  the  armament 
of  the  enemy*  On  the  second  day  of  May,  admiral  Byng 
arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where  he  found  captain  Edgecumbe, 
with  the  princess  Louisa  ship  of  war,  and  a  sloop,  who 
informed  him  that  the  French  armament,  commanded  by 
M.  de  la  Galii»onniere^  consisting  of  thirteen  ships  of  the 
line^  with  a  great  number  of  transports,  having  on  board  a 
body  of  fifteen  thousand  land  forces,  had  sailed  from  Tou- 
lon on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  descent  upon  thp 
island  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (captain  Edgecumbe) 
had  been  obliged  to  retire  at  their  approach.  General 
Fowke,  who  comman^ded  at  Gibraltar,  had  received  two 
successive  orders  from  the  secretary  at  war,  with  respect 
to  his  sparing  a  battalion  of  troops  to  be  transported  by  Mr. 
Byng,  as  a  reinforcement  to  Minorca ;  but  as  the  two  orders 
appeared  inconsistent  or  equivocal,  a  council  of  war  was. 
consulted,  and  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops 
should  be  sent  from  thence  to  Minorca^  except  a  detach- 
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incnt  to  suppljr  the  deficiency  in  the  Uttle  squitdron-  of  cap- 
tain Edgecumbe,  who  had  left  a  good  number  of  his  seamen ' 
and  mariners  under  the  command  of  captain  Scroop  to 
assist  in  the  defence  of  fort  St.  Philips.     These  articles  of 
intelligence  the  admiral  despatched  by  an  express^  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  in  his  letter  made  use  of  some 
impolitic  expressions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it  would 
have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted*     He  said,  if  he  had 
been  so  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at  Mahon  before  the 
French  had  landed,  he  flattered  himself  he  should  have  been 
able  to  prevent  their  getting  a  footing  on  that  island.     He 
complained,  that  there  were  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar  for 
supplying  the  squadron  with  necessaries ;  that  the  careen- 
ing wharves,  pits,  and  store  houses  were  entirely  decayed, 
so  that  he  should  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  cleaning  the 
ships  that  were  foul ;  and  this  was  the  case  with  some  of 
those  he  carried  out  from  England,  as  well  as  urith  those 
which  had  been  for  some  time  cruising  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean.    He  signified  his  opiniofi,  that,  even  if  it  should  be 
found  practicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  throw  any 
men  into  St.  Philip's  castle,  which  could  not  be  saved  with- 
out a  land  force  sufficient  to  raise  the  siege ;  therefore,  a 
small  reinforcement  would  only  add  so  many  men  to  the 
number  \:  hich  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy*      He 
observed,  that  such  engineers  and  artillery  men  in  Gibral- 
tar, as  had  been  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into  St.  Philips, 
if  the  French  had  erected  batteries  on  the  two  shores  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  bo  as  to  bar  all  passage  up  to 
the  sally  port  of  the  fortress ;  and  with  this  opinion  he 
signified  the  concurrence  of  his  own  sentiments.     The  first 
part  of  this  letter  was  a  downright  impeachment  of  the 
ministry,  for  having  delayed  the  expedition,  for  having  sent 
out  ships  unfit  for  service,  and  for  having  neglected   the 
magazines  and  wharves  at  Gibraltar.     In  the  latter  part  he 
seemed  to  prepare  them  for  the  subsequent  account  of  hi3 
misconduct  and  miscarriage.     It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
they  underwent  this  accusation  without  apprehension  and 
resentment :  and  as  they  foresaw  the  loss  of  Minorca,  which 
would  not  fail  to  excite  a  national  clamour,  perhaps  they 
now  began  to  take  measures  for  gratifying  their  resentment, 
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^nd'tnin^fierriirg  ther  blame  from  tfaemselres  to  die  person 
who  hsd  presumed  to  hint  a  disapprobation  of  their  ocm-^ 
duct:  for  diis  purpose  they  could  not  have  found  a  f sorer 
opportunity  than  Mr«  Byng's  subsequent  beliaviour  afforded. 

$  X*  The  admiral  being  strengthened^  Mr*  Igecumbde, 
and  reinforced  l^  a  detachment  £rom  the  garrison,  set  saii 
from  Giiu-altar  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  and  was  joined 
off  Majoxca  hy  his  mi^esty's  ship  the  Phomix,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence 
he  had  already  received,  touching  the  strength  and  destina«> 
^n  of  the  f  rendi  squadron.  When  he  approached  Minof  ea, 
he  descried'  the  British  colours  still  flying  at  the  castle  xji 
St.. Philips,  and  several  bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it 
from,  dii&rent'  quarters  where  the  French  banners  were 
displayed.  Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  ships  a  head, 
with  captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  the  harbom^s  *  mouth, 
and  land,  if  possible^  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney,  giving 
him  to  imderstand  ihe  fleet  was  come  to  his  iissistance. 
Before  this  attempt  eould  be  qiade,  the  French  fleet 
appearing  to  the  southeast,  and  the  wind  blowing  strong 
offshore,. he  recalled  his  ships,  and  farmed  the  lioe  of 
{>attle.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy,  to 
the  oumU^r  of  seventeen  ships,  thirteen  which  appeared  to 
be  very  large,  advanced  in  order ;  but  about  seven  tacked, 
with  a  view  to  gain  the  weathergage.  Mr.  Byng,  in  order 
to  preserve  that  advatntage,  as  well  as  to  make  sure  of  tjie 
land  wind  in  the  mc»^ning,  followed  their  exaienple,  being 
then  about  five  leagues  from  cape  Mola.  At  day  light  the 
enen^  could  not  be  descried;  but  two  tartanes  appearing 
close  to  the  rear  of  tJle  English  squadron,  they  were  imtne^ 
diately  chased  by  signal.  One  escaped,  ,and  the  other. 
being  tak^n^  was  found  to  have  on  board  two  French  capr 
t^ns,  4w^ '  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred  private 
soldiers,  part  of  six  hundred  who  had  been  sent  out  in 
tartan^  the  preoeding  day,  to  reinforce  the  ^nenty^s  squfe 
drod.  Tl^s  soon  reappearing,  the  line  of  battle  was  ft^m^d 
6n  ea«h'  side,  and  about  two  o^clock  admiral  Byng  thre^ 
out  a  signal  to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind  aisd 
<e^gage»  At  thjs  time  his  distance  from  the  enemy  was  so 
^eat,  that  rear-admiral  West,  perceiving  it  impossible  to 
i^omply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  division  seven 
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pomts  from  the  rnidd^  aad  dotfaigrdMni  uppd.  l3m  emtmfj 
nfcUcked  them  with  such  impetiKMtiy^  tiat  the  ft\iips  .i^hich 
opposed  Urn  .were  in  a  little  liqEffi  driven  ofxt  ti  Ae  Hue* 
Had  he  been  propeily  sustained  hy  tt^c  van,  in  dl  pni^H 
JsUity^  the  Itkish  fleet  wojuld  have  obtained  m  complete 
victory ;  .but  the  odser  diviakm  did  not  bear  down,  and  the 
enemy's  oebtre   keeping   that  s^aj^n,    rear^iadnsral  West 
could  not  pursue  his  advantage  without  ruanidg:tke  rhk  of 
seeing  his  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  line  entirely 
<mt  off.     In  the  beginniag  of  the  iction,  the'  Intrepid^  in 
Jtfr.  Byng's. division,  was  so  dkaUed  in  her  riggiug,  duit 
she  could  not  be.  managed,  and  drove  .on  the  .ship  .that  iwas 
next  in   position;  a  circumslance  whbh  obliged  sevexal 
others  to  throw  all  aback,  in  order  lo  avoi^  confuaioii,  and 
^r«ome  ^ihe  retarded  the  action. '  Certain  it  is^  that  lyfr* 
B>'ng;, :  though  accommodated  with  a  ;iobte  ahip  of  ninety 
guha^  made,  litde  or  no  use  of  his  art;illery,  b|ut  ket>t  aloof, 
mther  fixwn  an  overstrained  obscrvatKe  of  discipliisey  or 
liaiidity^.  -  \Vhen  his  captain  exhorted  him  to  bear,  down 
^Mpon  the  enemiy,  he  very  cooly  replkd,  that  he  would  avoid 
the  je«rror  ;of  admiral  Matthews, .  M^ho,  in  his  engagement 
witbuJbe  French  and  Spanish  squadrons  off  Toulon,  during 
tha  preceding  war,  had  .l»x)ke  the  line  by  his  own  prccipif 
;tlation»,  9i¥}  exiposed  himself  singly  to  a.  Are  ^hat  he  teoidd 
m(t.8iiafa^v«     Mn.Byng,  on  the  cootran',  wiaa  de!tenm^ed 
a^i'iMc  MfAO^  except  with  the  line  entire  &  and^  on  ;pretqnoe 
^f  cekt^fy^ng  the  dUorder  which  ba4f  haj^enedianiong  sboMh 
©fjtjie  $hip$,  hesitated  so  long,  jand  kept  at  siKh  a  wary 
dAstanpe,  Uwt  he,  never  Was  properly  «agagtcly  though  he 
rfafivfid-Bom^  fbw  shots  ^.hls  l)\dl{  jMb«  deia  Galissunnki-e 
fe0med  eq\|a%  .averse  to  die  ctetjpaancie  of  the  battle ; 
p^ri  <>fuh^9  aquadron  had  be^.  fairiy  QbUge4  ita'quit  the 
tiue;  and  thiOMgh  he  was  r^hqr  superior  to  the  £ngli9h  Jo 
fibmher  of  m/^n  and  wei|^  of  n\$|^  he  did  nnot:  choose  ta 
abi4e  th/Eti  conseqtteiu:e  of  ft  cIq^i;  E|^t  ^eithi w  ««^«4(  «^ 
tspert;io  nav^l  apciratigft :  l^e,  tterfijCotfre*  lodt  ^duwtaflp  <tf 
^  ]y(r#  Byng^  hesMsoioui  and^edgied  siimy  wit^^^  eti^  sud 
jbi^  join  his  .Yftn»  which. bad  beon  diseomftfeed^;  .Th^:£ttgUj»b 
admiral^ve  chase;  butibp  French  .9feipsJ>pink  clcap,  ih^ 
could  not  com^  up  Md  dose  them  {ig^jy^t  J^  thpyiiritiT^d,9ft 
their  Ipisur^f .  Then. he  put  his  sfju^drop  on  the  ^iljer  tacki 
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in  drder  tD-keep.the  wind  of  tbef  enemy ;  and  next  morning 
they  wet*e  iltogetbtr  out  of  8ight# 

$  XI.  While  iie  lay  to  with  the  I'est  of  hu  fleet,  at  th^ 
distance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mdkon^  be  detached  cniiaers 
to  hSok  for  aomc  m»ding  ships,  whic)^  joined  htm  accord- 
ingly, and  made  an  in4uify  Into  the  condition  of  the. squa- 
dron.     Tiie    number  of  killed    amounted   to   forty*two, 
including  captain  Aadr^lrs,  of  the  Defiance,  and  about  one 
hundred  and   stxty^eight  weee  wounded.     Three  of  the 
dipttal  ships  were  ab  daroriged  in  their  mlast^,  that  tHey 
cocdd  not  k^ep  the  sea,  w^  any  regard  to  their  safety ;  a 
ghmt  pnifeiber  of  the  tieam^n  weiie  ill^  and  thbre  was'  no 
veibid  whtdb  coufal  be  cowrerted  intd  an  hospital  for  ihp 
sUk  and  wooiuled.     Ih  this  situation  Mr.   Byng  csdled  m 
ooyntil  of  #ar,  at  which  At  land  officers  were!  presents    He  , 
repr^idted  ti6..them(,  that  l&e  was.  much  inferior  to  the 
enemy  in.  wtiight  of  metal  and  number  of  men ;  that  they 
had  the  adramage  pf  sending  theit  wounded  to  Minorca^ 
from  whence  at  the  aanne  time  they  were  refreshed  and 
reinforced  occasiona% ;  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  tmprac^ 
ticable  to  relieve  Su  Fhili^s  fort,  and,  therefore,  they  ought 
to  make  the  best  of  their  way  batk  to   Gibrakar,^  which 
might  require  imnnediate  protection.     They  unaninkousty 
concurred  with  his  sentiments,  and  thither  he  directed  hta 
course  aocovdingly.    How  he  came  to  be  so  well  acquainted 
witht  the  iatipracticabUity  of  relieving  general  Blakeney,  it 
is  not  easy  to  determine,  aa  no  experiment  was  made  few 
diat  purpose*     Indeed,  the  neglect  of  such  a  trial  seems  tci 
have  been  the  least  excusable  part  of  his  conduct ;  for  it 
afterwards  appeared,  that  the  officera  and  soMiera^belongii^g 
to  tlw  gatrison  nt^ight  have  been  landed  at  the  sally  port| 
withont  running  any'  great  risk ;  and  a  gentleman,  then  ill 
the  fort,  actually  passed  and  repassed  in  a  boat,  unhun  by 
any  of  the  enemy^s  batteries* 

§  Xtl»*  Mr.  Byng's  letter  to  the  admiralty,  containing 
»  detd^  of  this  action,  is  said  to.  have  arrived  some  dayii 
befare  :it  waiEi  made  public;,  and  when  it  appeared,  was 
cni^a%d  of  divers  expressions,  and  whole  paragraphs, 
%vbi4i  etther.  tended  to  bit  own  justification,  or  implied  k 
censureon* the  conduct  ol  his  superiors.  Whatever  use 
n^gjht^tiave  been  nuide  of  this  ktCef  while  it  remained  9 
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idand^  general  Blakeqey  bad,  bjr  «  packet  boat,  received 
certain  intelligence  of  their  a|iproaqh,  and  began  to  make 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  casitle.  The  fort  which  ~ 
he  commanded  wst  rcry  extensive,  surrcniDded  with  nomefH 
ous  redoubts,  ravelins,  and  other  outworks ;  and  provided 
with  subterranean  gaHelies,  miqr^  and  traverses,  cut  out  of 
the  solid  rock,  with  incrediUe  labour.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  was  one  df  the  best  fortified  places  in  .£uTape,  well 
supplied  with  aitiHery,  ammunition,  and  pirovisron;  and, 
without  all  doiibt,  might  have  itistained  the  most  desperate 
siege,  had  it  been  defended  by  a  munerous  garrison,  con-^ 
ducted  by  able  engineers,  under  the  eye-  and  auspices  o£  an 
active  and  skilful  oommahder.  All  these  advantages,  hcrw- 
ever,  did  nc^t  concur  on  this  occaiipn*  The  number  of 
troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  fowr  regiments,  whereas 
the  nature  of  the  works  required  at  least  douUe  the  num- 
ber; and,  even  of  these  above  forty  officers  wefe  absent- 
The  chief  eng^epr  Was  rendiered  lattie  by  the  gout,  and  die 
general  himself  oppre^s6d  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 
The  natives  of  the  island  might  have  been  serviceable  as 
pioneers,  or  day  labourers,  but,  from  their  hatred  to  Ac 
protestant  religion,  they  were  generally  averse  to  Ae  Eng- 
lish government,  although  they  had  lived  happily  and  grown 
tjrealthy  under,  its  influence* 

§  XV.  The  governor  ordered  his  <*cerstobcAt  upfof 
volunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St,  PhiHps )  but  few  or 
none  would  enlist  under  his  banners,  and  it  seems  he  woidd 
not  venture  to  compel  them  into  the  service.  He  redsUed 
1^  his  advanced  parties;  and,  in  particular,  a  company 
posted  at  Fornelles,  where  a  small  redoubt  had  been  raised; 
and  five  companies  at  Ciudadella,  a  poat  fort^d  with  two 
pieces  of  camion,  which  were  now  withdrawn  as  soon  «i  the 
enemy  began  to  disembark  their  forces.  At  thesametiiac 
major  Cunningham  was  detached  with  a  piarty  tA  break 
down  the  bridges,  and  break  up  the  roads  between  that  place 
and  St.  Philips ;  but  the  task  of  destroying  the  roads  cdoM 
not  be  performed  in  such  a  hurry,  on  account  olf  the  hard 
rock  which  runs,  along  the  surface  of  the  ground  tJiroogi 
this  whole  island ;  nor  was  there  time  to  demolish  the  town 
of  St.  Philips,  which  stood  so  near  the  fore,  that  the.cntony 
.  could  not  fail  to  take  adi^antage  of  its  nei^tbotehbod.  The 


fltt^ets  se^«d  them  for  trenches, -which  d^er^se  could. not 
have  bee^  dug  through  the  solid  rock.     Here  they  made  a 
lodgemeiifl  close  to  the  works ;  here  they  found  convenient 
blirracks  ahi  ti|uartei%  of  refreshment^  masfcs  for  their  bat- 
leirtes)  a«id  an  efiectuai  cover  for  their  mortars  and  bombar- 
diers.    The  general  has  been  blamed  forleaviBg  the  town , 
standing ;  but  if  we  consider  his  nnicertainty  concerning  the 
destination  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  nature  of 
such  a  precaution,  which  coold  not  fai!  to  exasperate  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  impossibility  of  executing  such  a  scheme 
after  the  first  appearance  of  ihe  enemy,  he  will  be  found 
exeosaUe,  if  not  altogether  bhimelees.     Some  houses  and 
iinndm»H»  were  actually  demolished,  so  as  to  cledr  the  espla- 
nade and  the  approaches.     All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of 
St.  Phflip's  town  wasr  destroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carried 
mto  the  caade,  where  they  might  serve  for  gabions  and  tra- 
TSFses.     Five- and* twenty  Minorquin   bakers    were  hired, 
and  at  k^B**  number  of  cattle  brought ^  into  the  fort,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  garrison.     The  ports  were  walled  up,  the 
posts  assTghed,  the  sentinels  placed,  and  all  the  different 
guards   appointed^     Commodore    Edgecumbe,   who    then 
aBchored  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  close  under  the  walls  of 
the  castle,  sailed  away  with  his  little  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Chesterfield^  princess  Louisa,  Portland,  and  Dolphin, 
aiter. having  left  all' his  marines,  a  detachment  from  Gib- 
raltar,'the  Y^holc  crew  of  the   Porcupine  sloop,  and  the 
gBHtter  part  of  the  Dolphin's,  as  aTeinforceniient  to  the  fort, 
uiuicc.  the  impaediate  direction  and  command  of  captain 
6ia|9DOp>io£  the  Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gidkntry,  offered 
bhnnit^  tins  severe  du^,  and  bravely  signalized  himself 
durijiq^'the  whole  siege.     The  French  admiral  ihight  cer- 
tainM^'^MoreAiock^d  -up  this  harbour  in  such  a  manner,  as 
w»nM#ii^  prevent^  she  escape  of  these  ships;  and  divert 
otberTiirii^mercbaht  vessels,  which  happened  then  to  be  at 
Mahoo  x'but^  in  aU  problAiitty,  they  purposely  sdlowed  them. 
fee  abendaa^the  place,  which,  on  any  emergency,  or  assault^ 
their  orevii  and  oftcers  would  have  considerably  reinforced. 
The  enemy  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  great  extent 
of  the  works,  and  the  Weakness  of  the  garrison,  from  which 
cireumstaace  they  derived  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  the 
place  might  be  suddenly  taken,  without  the  trouble  of  % 


regular  siege.  After  Mr.  Edgecombe  had  sdkd  fm  Gii»r 
raltar,  and  geocral  Blakeney  had  ordered  a  sloop  to  be  suxdc 
in  the  channel  diat  leads  to  the  harbour,  «the  French  squa- 
dron made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the  island;  but^ 
without  having  attempted  aoy  thing  against  the  fort,  fell  to 
leeward  of  cape  Mola*  .  Next  day  th^y  came  in  sight  again, 
but  soon  bore  away,  and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  siege,  approached  so  near  as  to  give  the 
garrison  the  least  disturbance. 

$  XVI.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  April,  the 
governor  sent  a  drummer  to  the  French  general  with  a  let- 
ter, desiring  to  know  his  reasons  for  invading  the  island. 
To  this  an  answer  was  returned  by  the  duke  de  Richdieu, 
declaring  he  was  come  with  intention  to  reduce  the  island 
under  the  dominibn  of  his  most  christian  msyesty,  by  way 
of  retaliation  for  the  conduct  of  his  master,  who^had  aeizfid 
And  detained  the  ships  belonging  to  the  king  of  France  and 
his  subjects.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  first  ofmmttims  of 
this  noblemkn,  he  was  but  indifferently  provided  with  engi- 
neers :  for,  instead  of  beginnings  his  approaches  on  the  side 
of  St.  Philip's  town,  close  by  the  outi^orks,  where  he  noi^t 
have  been  screened  from  the  fire  of  the  garrison,  his  batte- 
ries were  erected  at  cape  Mola,  on  the  other  side  of  the  har- 
bour, where  they  were  more  exposed,  their  fire  much  less 
effectual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  cKstance  to  be  of  any 
service.  Tha  fire  of  St.  Philips  was  so  severe,  and  the 
cannon  so  weU  served  on  this  quarter,  that  in  a  little  ttane 
the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change  their  plan  of  attack, 
and  advance  on  the  side  of  St*  Philip's  town,  which  ooght 
to  have  been  the  first  object  of  their  consideration,  espinnally 
as  they  could  find  little  or  no  earth  tQ'fi^  their  gabtoeos,  and 
open  their  trenches  in  the  usual  form*  On  the- twelfth  of 
May,  about  nine  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb  batteries 
pear  the  place  where  .the  windmills  had  been  destroyed  : 
und  from  that  period  an  incessaut^.fire.was  kept  up  on  both 
aides,  from  mortars  and  cannofl)  the  Fuesich  cootbuiing  to 
raise  new  batteries  in, every  situation  from  whence  they 
could  annoy  the  besieged. 

$  XVII.  On  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  the 
garrison  were  transported  with  joy  at  the  sight  of  the  Bri- 
tish sj^uadron,  commanded  by   adn^iral    Bj'ng;  and  JMr, 
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Boyd,  comaissaiy  of  the  stores,  ventured  to  emt^ark  in  a 
snali  boat,  with  six  oars,  which  passed  from  Su  Stephen's 
eove,  a  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  fortification,  through  a 
shower  of  caanon  and  muskeUy  from  the  enemy's  post  on 
die  other  side,  and  actually  reached  the  open  sea,  his  design 
being  to  join  the  squadron;  but  this  being  at  a  great  dis-^ 
tabce,  stretching  away  to  the  southward,  and  Mn  Boyd 
perceiving  himself  chased  by  two  of  the  enemy's  light  ves- 
sels, he  returned  by  the  same  route  to  the  garrison,  without 
having  sustained  the  least  damage.  A  circumstance  which 
fdflinlyeoofiites  the  notion  of  Mr.  Byng,  that  it  was  imprac- 
ticable to  open  a  communication  with  the  garrison  of  St* 
Philips.  Next  day  die  hopes  of  the  besieged,  which  had 
prognosticated  a  naval  victory  to  the  British  squadron^  a 
apeedy  relief  to  themselves,  and  no  less  than  captivity,  to 
the  assafhuits,  were  considerably  damped  by  the  appearance 
of  the  Freneh  fleet,  which  quietly  returned  to  their  station 
off  the  harbour  of  Mahon.  That  same  evening  they  were, 
told  by  a  deserter  that  the  English  fleet  had  been  worsted 
in  an  engagensent  by  M.  de  la  Galissonniere ;  and  this 
information  was  soon  confirmed  by  a  general  discharge,  or 
/eu  de  joiey  through-  the  whole  French  camp,  to  celebrate 
the  victory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained*  How  little 
aoev^'  they  had  reason  to  boast  of  any  advantage  in  the 
action,  die  retreat  of  the  English  squadron  was  undoubtedly 
equivalent  to  a  victory ;  for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired  and 
fijHiintalned  the  superi^M'ity  at  sea,  the  French  forces,  which 
had  been  disembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all  probability, 
iiave  been  oUiged  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war  to  his  Bri« 
tannic  msyesty.  The  case  was  now  much,  altered  in  their 
favour:  skait  squadron  cruised  about  the  island  without 
f»o1c«totion :  and  they  daily  received,  by  means  of  their 
transports,  reinforcements  of  men  and  ammunition,  as  well 
as  constant'supplies  of  provisions. 

$<  XVIII.  The  English  garrison,  howdver  mortified  at 
finding  themselves  thus  abandoned,  resolved  to  acquit  them«- 
selves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  not  withr 
out  some  remaining  hope  tha^  the  English  squadron  Would 
be  reinforced,  and  return  to  their  relief.  In  the  mean  timen 
tkey  sustained  and  retorted  the  enemy's  fire  with  undaunted 
^^solution.'   They  remounted-  cannon,  the  carriages  of  which 
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had  httn  iksMtd ;  tl^  remoYttd  ibtmotsesmomlHf  ta  fUtkf 
ces  from  whence  it  wa«  judged  they  eoidd  do  the  greatei^ 
•xecution:  they  repaired  breaclKs^  restored  meronA,  aik4 
Imboured  with  sarprktng  alacrity,  eWn  when  tkey  were  sur* 
i^ounded  by  the  numerous  batteries  joS  the  foe;  when  theii! 
embrasures,  and  even  t^e  parapets,  were  demolished;  ami 
they  stood  exposed  not  onfy  to  the  caBMm  and  mortars,  btti 
^Iso  to  the  musketry,  which  fired  npoo^thtps^  without  ceas- 
ing, from  the  windows  of  the  hausea  in  the  town  of  $U 
Philip.  By  this  time,  they  were  invested  with  an  army  dl 
twenty  thousand  men,  and  {d|ed  inceasanllr  froas  aixty-two 
battering  cannon,  twenty-one  mpttars,  and  four  hoivitzarst 
besides  the  small  arms ;  neveniie|ese,the  los^of  meo;  wilhai 
^e  fortress  was  very  inconsiderable^  die  garrsa<m  being 
mostly  secured  in  the  subterranean  works,  whkh  weft 
impenetrable  to  ithells  or  shot.  By  the  twenty-iMvefttb  dap 
of  June  they  had  made  a  praciicfdile  breadi  in  one  oi  tha 
ravelins,  and  damaged  the  other  ontworka  to  suc|i  m  dcigra^i 
if^at  they  determined  this  night  to  g^ve  a  geiieral  ^mmjk^ 
Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  th^ 
advanced  to  the  attack  from  t^l  quarters  oi^  the  bind  side* 
^t  the  ^ame  time  a  stibng  detachment,  in  arpted  boats^ 
attempted  to  force  the  liarbour,  and  penetrate  into  the  ereek, 
(galled  St.  Stephen's  Cove,  to  storm  fort  Chswlee,  and  aocood 
the  attack  upon  fort  Marlborough^  on  the  fcrfher  aide  ^i  th# 
ereeV,  the  most  defapbed  of  all  the  outworks^  The  esamy 
lidvsinced  with  great  intrepidity,  lind  their  commander,  the 
duke  de  Riphelieu,  is  said  to  have  led  them  up  ^  the  wcork^ 
in  perspn^  Such  an  assauk  could  not  but  be  at^nded  with 
great  slaughter :  they  were  mowed  down,  as  they  appfOach* 
ed,  with  grape  sho^  ^fod  musketry' :  and  sever^  wpes  wert 
sprung  with  great  efect,  so  that  tl|e  glacis  wiMs  aloiost 
covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead,  $f^venhekK%  |b^ 
persevered  with  upcpmmon  resolutioa;  and,  tlioug)i  repult 
iie4  ^  every  other  side,  at  length  ma^e  a  bclgemenc  in  th^ 
^^ueen'isi  ^oubt,  which  had  been  greatly  d«lMg«d  by  tha^ 
p^non,  Whf^h^r  dielr  success  in  this  quarter  was  owinn 
to  the  weakness  of  the  plaoe,  or  to  the  timi4i^  ^  the 
defender,  cer^in  it  i$,  the  enemy  we|e  in  possessioa  htfost 
|t  yfRn  l^nown  to  the  oftcers  qf  the  garrison  ?  fov  lie^temoc 
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himMlf  tiace  the  lie^nhis^  ^^  ^  ^^S^  ^>^  equtl  ixniraiJi^, 
tkW,  and  mctivity^  in  his  vishation  of  this  tK>st,  was  sud-^ 
iealy  suiToiinded  and  taken  bj  a  ^  of  French  grepadiersf 
at  a  time  fv4ien  he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a  lodges 
meat.  Major  Ctumingbam,  irho  aecoiiapaiiied  him,  met 
wMi  a  -seTere  fate,  though  he  escaped  captivity :  he  was 
TOM  through  the  arm*  with  a  bayonet^  and  die  piece  betng* 
discharged  at  the  same  time,  shattered  the  bones  of  his 
hand  in  sttch  a  manner,  that  he  was  maimed  for  life*  I* 
iltts  ritoeking  condition  he  retired  behind  a  traverse,^  and 
WM  learried  home  to  his  quarters*  Thus  the  governor  was 
deprived  of  his  two  prindpal  assistants,  one  being  takon^ 
nnd  the  odier  disiMed. 

$  XIX*  The  enemy  having  made  thtemsetves  masteri 
ei  Anstrutber's  and  the. Queen's  redoubts,  from  ^hich  per- 
kapa  they  might -have  been  dishxiged,  had  a  vigorous  effort 
been  made  for  that  purpose,  before  they  had  leisure  to  se« 
cure  themsehres,  the  duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a  parley  to 
he 'beat,  in  order  to  obtain  permisssion  to  bury  the  dead| 
and  remove  die  wounded,     l^is  request  was  granted  witll 
more  btimani^  dian  discretion,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy 
took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforcement, of  men  pri^ 
vately  into  the  places  where  the  lodgements  had  been  made^ 
nod  diese  penetrated  into  the  gidlery  of  the  mines  which 
temmunicated  with  aU  the  other  outwork^*     During  this 
abort  cessation,  general  Makeney  summoned  a  council  of 
war  Co  deliberate  upon  the  state  of  the  fort  and  g^arrison  i 
and  the  tnajority  ^clared  for  a  capitulation.     The  works 
were  in  many  places  ruined ;  the  body  of  the  castle  was 
shattered;  many  gims  were  dismounted,  the  embrasnrea 
nnd  fMurapeto  demolished,  the  pallisadoes  broke  irt  pieces^ 
she  garrison  exhausted  with  hard  duty  and  incessant  wateh« 
iag,  mid  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  subterrailean  coiii'^ 
muntcations.     Besides,  the  governor  had  received  inform 
mation  £rom  prisoners,  that  the  duke  de  Richelieu   was 
sdarmed  by  a  report  that  the  marshal  duke  de  Bel^isle 
would  be  seat  to  supersede  him  in  the  command,  and  for 
that  reason  would  hazard  another  desperate  assault,  which 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  the  gairisoti  could  not 
sustain.     These  considerations,  added  to  the  despair  #f 
.Jbeing.  i^lieved,  induced  him  to  demand  a  capitulation.  But 
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this  measfire  was  not  takeB  with  the  vmaalmous  conaest  of 
the  counsel.  ^  Some  offcers  observed^  that  the  garriaoa  wa» 
veiy  little  diminished,  and  still  in  good  sptritg;  that  n^^ 
breach  was  made  in  the  body  of  the  castle,  nm'asiBgle  can- 
non erected  to  batter  in  breach:  that  the  loss  of  an.  out- 
work was  never  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  sitrrendertiig 
such  a  fortress  :  that  the  counterscarp  was  not  yet  taken, 
nor,  on  account  of  the  rocky  soil,  could  be  taken,  exce{>tY 
by  assault,  which  would  cost  the  enlKmy  a  greater  number 
than  they  had  lost  in  their  late  attempt :  that  tbty  could 
not  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in  breach,  before  the  coun- 
terscarp should  b^  taken,  and  even  then  they  miwt  have 
recourse  to  galleries  before  they  could  puss  the  fosa^,  which 
was  furnished  with  mines  and  countermines  :  fimdly,  they 
suggested,  that  in  all  probability  the  British  squadr^ 
would  be  reinforced,  and  sail  back  to  their  relief;  or,  if  it 
should  not  return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  ck« 
fend  the  place  to  extremity,  without  having  any  regard  to 
the  consequences.  These  remarks  being  overruled,  the 
chamade  was  beat,  a  conference  ensued,  and  very  honour- 
able conditions  were  grant^ed  to  the  garrison,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  gallant  defence  they  had  made*  This  it  must 
be  owned  was  vigorous  while  it  lasted,  as  the  French  gene- 
ral was  said  to  havd  lost  five  thousand  men  in  the  siege  ; 
whereas  the  loss  of  the  garrison,  which  at  first  fell  shcnrt  of 
three  thousand  *  men«  did  not  exceed  one  hundred.  T  he 
capitulation  imported  that  the  garrison  should  nmrch  out 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  be  conveyed  by  sea  to 
Gibraltar.  The  French  were  put  in  possession,  of  one  gate, 
as  well  as  fort  Charles  and  Marlborough  redoi{bt:  but'the* 
English  troops  remained  in  the  other  works  till  the  sevemh 
day  of  July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the  mean  tinc>« 
reciprocal  civilities  passed  between  the  commanders  and 
offit^rs  of  both  nations. 

§  XX.  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  sootier  exc- 
tuted,  than  monnieur  de  la  Galissonniere  sailed  back  to 
Toulon,>'ith  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain  at, anchor  in  the 
.harbour of  Mahon,  since  the  fort  of  St".  Philip  war  fir^ 
invested.  In  all  probability,  the  safety  of  himself  and  his 
whole  squadron  was  owing  to  this  expeditious  retreat :  for 
in  a  f^w  days  after  tl^e  surrcndei^  of  the  fort,  sir  £dward 
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]f  ftwke's  flc^  aa|;ttaited  hy  five  sldps  oi"  the  Ike,  which 
bftd  been  seat  fmni  Eng^uMiy  when  the  first  tklings  arrived 
of  Mtaorpa-s  being  iiivaded,  fiow  made  its  appearance  off 
the  island  :  but  hf  this  time  CralisecmBiere  was  retired,  and 
the  English  admiral  had  the  mortification  to  see  the  French 
colours  fi3riog  upo*  St.  Philip's  castle.  What,  perhaps, 
chagrined  tkis  gallant  oficer  still  more,  he  wa»  not  provided 
with  frigates,  sloops,  and  small  craft  to  criHse  rbund  the 
island,  ^nd  intercept  the  supplies  which  were  daily  seat  to 
the  enemy*  Had  he  reached  Minoisca  sooner,  he  might 
have  discomfited  the  French  sf|iiadroo;  but  he  could  not 
have  rawed  the  siege  of  St.  PMips,  because  the  duke  da 
Richelieu  had  received  his  reialbrceoseBts,  and  such  a  trahl 
of  artillery  aa  no  fiMrtification  couM  long  withstand.  In* 
deed,  if  the  garrison  had  been  considerably  reinforced,  and 
the  aMamuntcatioo  with  it  c^iened  by  sea^  l^  defence  would 
have  been  protracted,  and  so  many  vigorous  sallies  might 
have  been  made,  that  their  assaiBanU  would  h&ve  had  cause* 
to  repent  of  their  enterprise. 

$  XXI.  When  die  newa  of  this  conquest  was  brought 
to  VersaiUes,  by  the  count  of  Egmont^  Vhbm  the  duke  de 
Richelieu  had  despatched  for  that  purpose,  the  people  of 
France  were  transported  with  the  most  extravagant  joy. 
Nothing  was  seen  but  triumphs  and  proeessions^j  nothing 
heand  but  anthems,  coogratukitions,  and  hyperbolical  enco* 
miums  upon  the  cdoqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was  celebrated 
in  a  thousand  poems,  and  studied  orations ;  whilo  the  eoa* 
duct  of  the  English  was  vilified  and  ridiculed  in  ballads, 
fiartes,  and  pasquinades.  Nothing  more  argues  the  degen- 
eracy of  a  warlike  nation  than  the  pride  d  such  mean  tri^ 
umph,  for  an  advantage,  which,  in  more  vigorous  times; 
WPtild  scarce  have  been  distinguished  by  the  ceremony  of 
a  Te  Deum  Laudcanua.  Nor  is  this  childish  exultation, 
that  disgraces  the  laurels  of  victory,  'ccmfined  to  the  king- 
d<mi  of  France.  Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that  even  the 
sid>jects  of  Great  Britain  are  apt  to  be  elevated  by  success 
ktto  an  illiberal  insolence  of  self  ap[dause,  and  contemptu- 
ous comparison.  This  must  be  condemned  as  a  proof  of 
unmanly  arrogance,  and  abstird  self  conceit,  by  all  those 
who  coolly  reflect,  that  the  eventa  of  war  generally,  if  not 
always,  depend  upon  the  genius  or  misconduct  of  one  indi- 
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fkkial*  The  bts  o!  BUttoron  wtia  afetwrdyfdtki  EDgPaai^ 
m  a  national  disgrace!  but,  hiaiead  of  praduciag  dejetlMA 
and  detpoodence,  it  excited  «  univerval  idaai^r  of  rage 
IkkL  resentment,  not  oaif  e^^nst  Mr*  Bfag,  who  bad  re- 
treated, from  die  French  squadron ;  bat  also  in  reproach  ol 
the  administration,  whidi  fhia  taxed  wiih  having  neglected 
the  security  of  Minorca*  Nay,  some  politiciaas  were  in- 
Asmcd  into  a  suspicion,  that  this  importttit  ptece  had  been 
negatirely  betmyed  into  the  hands  •  of  the  enemy,  thitt  ki 
case  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  should  prosper  in  oiher 
parts  of  the  world,  the  -French  king  ratght  have  some  sett 
of  equivalent  to  restore  for  the  conquests  which  should  be 
abandoned  at  the  penoe*  This  nc^on,  itowevar,  seems  to 
have  been  conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  whicli  now 
began  to  appear  widi  the  aMist  acrimonioits  aspect,  not  oofy 
thmugho«t  the  waited  hmgdoms  in  gencnd,  hot  even  ia  dw 
sovereign's  councils. 

^  XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  bring  disappointed  in  his 
hope  of  encountering  La  Galissonniere,  and  relievtng  the 
English  garrkon  of  St.  Philips^  at  leatt  asserted  the  empire 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediurranean,  by  annoying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  blocking  up  the  sqnadxon  in 
the  harboecnr  of  Tonloa.  UndersSMUliag  tfatft  the  Anitrian 
fovemment  at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Engiish  privateer, 
and  imprisoned  the  captain,  on  pretence  that  he  had  viola- 
ted the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached  two  ^hips  of  war, 
^  to  insist,  in  a  peremptory  maamer,  on  die  release  of  the 
ship,  effects,  crew,  and  captain ;  and  they  thought  proper  to 
comply  with  his  demand,  even  without  watting  for  orders 
from  the,  court  of  Viennai  Tiie  pemon  in  whose  behfdl' the 
admital  thus  interposed,  was  one  Fortunatus  Wright^  'a 
native  of  Liverpool ;  who,  though  a  stranger  to  a  sea  Ufe^ 
had,  in  the  last  war,  equipped  a  privateer,  and  distinguisbed 
himself  in  such  a  manner^  by  his  unoomiwon  vigilance  ani 
valour,  that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  commaad  sait^ 
able  to  bis  genius,  he  would  have  deserved  as  honourable 
a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that  which  the  Frendi 
bav<e  bestowed  upon  their  boasted  Guai  Trouin,  D«  Bart, 
and  Thurot.  An  uncommon  exertion  of  spirit  was  the 
occasion  of  hii^  being  detained  at  diis  juncture.  While  he 
lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Leghdnt,  commander  df 


ibb  St.  George  privateer  of  Lirorpool,  a  smaB  skip  of 
twelve  guBs  and  e^pbty  men,  a  kNrge  Freach  xebeque, 
vioimied  vUk  racteeo  ctnnoa,  and  aearly  thice  times  the 
number  of  his  complement,  chose  her  station  in  view  of  tha 
hKboar,  in  order  to  ii^mipt  tthe  British  coaamerce.  The 
gallant  Wriglit  oould  not  endure  this  insuk:  netwilhstand^ 
iBg  the  enemy's  sttperiority  in  mttal  and  number  of  men^ 
he  wdigbed  anchor,  hoisted  his  sails^  engaged  htm  withift 
'  sight  of  the  shore,  and  afi^r  a  very  obstinate  dispute,  m 
vhich  the  captain,  lientcaant,  and  above  threescore  oS  iha 
aseii  belonging  to  the  xebeqne  were  kiUed  on  t&e  speit,  he 
obliged  ^m  to  sheer  off  and  returned  to  the  harbo«r  in  tri'* 
implu  This  brave  corsair  woukl,  no.. doubt,  have  sigBAi^ 
Kaed  himsolf  by  numy  other  ex]^its,  had  he  not,  in  tho 
aequel,  been  overtaken  in  the  midst  of  hia  career  by  a  dread' 
jM  stewm^  in  which  die  skip  faunderingy  ke  and  aU  hi^cffif 
penshed. 

^  XXIIL  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  scoured  th^ 
Mediterranean,  and  insulted  the  enemy's  posts,  returned 
with  the  homeward  bound  trade  to  Gibraltar ;  from  wbeacci 
about  the  bfeler  end  of  the  year,  he  set^ail  for  England 
Wtdi  part  of  hi^  squaikon,  leaving  the  rest  in  that  bay,  foir 
#ie  protection  of  oimt  commerce,  which,  in  those  parts^  soon 
began  to  siftfer  extremely  from  French  prtvateers^  that  nowt 
awarosed  in  the  MedLterraaean.  General  Blakeney  had 
9^ived  wHji  the  garrison  of  Minorca,  at  PortsniQath^  in  dMi 
inpBtk  of  November,  and  been  received  with  expressions  o^ 
UMttnkttous  joy  ;  every  place  through  which  he  passed  cele<r 
bmted  ilia rajtuftt. with  bonfires,  illuminations,  beU  ringing^ 
and  aoclainations :  every  mouth  was  opened  in  his  praise, 
eptaUing  hios  for  the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the 
cawdecif  Sit  Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's  veneration  for 
jIMjyeney  increased  in  prc^rtion  to  t^ir  abhoiVence  of 
My9%i  the  first  was  lifted  into  an  i^l  of  admiration,  whit^ 
^  alber  sunk  into  an  object  of  reproach  ;  and  they  were 
niewed  at  different  ends  of  a  fake  perspective,  through  die 
■wdium  of  prejirdice  and  passion ;  of  a  perspective  artfully 
fontrtved,  and  applied  by  certain  qainisters  for  the  purpose^ 
of  self  interest  and  deceit.  The  sovereign  is  said  to  \ame 
been  influenced  by  the  prepossessidn  of  the  &  t.  Mr, 
paltener  met  wil^  ^  ^^iou^  reception  from  his  majeaty^ 
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who  raised  hwi  to  the  rwok  of  tn  Irish  B«rotr,  in  cbnndera- 
tion  of  his  faithful  serriees,  while  some  malcooteiits  vna-- 
mured  at  this  mark  of  favonr,  as  an  unwasomablr  sacrifice 
*>  popular  misapprehensiotu 

$  XXIV.  In  the  begionsng  of  the  year,  die  measures 
taken  by  the  government  in  England  seem  to'  have  been 
chiefly  dicuted  by  the  dread  of  an  invasion,  from  which 
she  ministers  did  not  think  themselves  secured  by  the  guard* 
^ips  and  cruisers  on  different  parts  of  the  coast,  or  the 
ilibding  army  of  the  kingdom,  though  reinforced  by  the  ^ 
two  foodies  of  German  auxiliaries.  A  ccmsiderable  nam* 
ber  of  new  troops  was  levied;  the  success  in  recruititig 
was  only  promoted  by  the  landholders  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  thought  their  estates  were  at  stake,  and  fen* 
that  reason  encouraged  their  deponlents  to  engage  in  the 
service ;  but  also  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  a  dearth  of 
com,  which  reduced  the  lower  class  of  labourers  to  such 
distress,  that  some  insurrections  were  raised,  and  many 
enlisted  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  which  odier* 
wise  they  could  not  earn.  New  ships  of  war  were  .built, 
and  daily  put  in  commission ;  but  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  man  them,  without  having  recourse  to  the  odious  and 
Hlegal  practice  of  impressing  sailors,  which  must  alwajrs  be  a 
reproach  to  every  free  people.  Notwithstanding  large 
bounties,  granted  by  the  government  to  volunteers,  it  was 
found  necessar}'  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  all  shipping,  and 
impress  all  the  seamen  that  could  be  found,  without  any 
regard  to  former  protections:  so  that  all  the  merchant 
ships  were  stripped  of  their  hands,  and  foreign  comokerce 
(or  some  time  wholly  suspended.  Nay,  the  expedient  of 
compelling  men  into  the  service  was  carried  to  an  unusval 
degree  of  oppressiqn ;  for  rewards  were  publicly  oiiered'to 
those  who  should  discover  where  any  seamen  lay  concealed; 
so  that  those  unhappy  people  were  in  some  respects  treated 
Uke  felons,  dragged  from  their  fsunilies  and  connexions  to 
confinement,  mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  off  from 
the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at  the  expense 
of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  helped  to  preserve,  in 
favour  of  their  ungrateful  country.* 

'  z  At  this  jancture,  a  Dumber  of  public  spirited  nusrohants  of  the  oitT  of  T.o^ 
don,  and  otiiers,  foruit'd  thcipselvcs  in  ^  ver}*  laudiible  aatociatioD,  -  under  th« 


$  KXV»  About  etghty  ships  of  tire  line  ami  threescore 
frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  considerable  bodies  of 
land  forces  assembled,  when,  on  the  third  day  of  February, 
a  proclamation  was  issued,  requiring  all  officers,  civil  and 
BsiHtary,  upon  the  first  appearance  of  any  hostile  attempt  to 
land  upon  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom,  immediately  to  caiise 
all  horses,  oxen,  or  cattle,  which  might  be  fit  for  draught 
or  burden,  and  not  actually  employed  in  the  king's  service, 
m*  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  also  (so  far^  as  might 
be  practicable)  all  other  ^attle  and  provisions,  to  be  driven 
and  removed  twenty  miles  at  least  from  the  place  where 
SBch  hostile  attempt  should  be  made,  and  to  secure  the 
same,  so  as  that  they  might  not  fall  into. the  hands  or  power 
of  those  who  should  make  such  attempt :  regard  being  had^ 
bowever,  that  the  respective  owners  should  suffer  as  little 
damage  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

$  XXVI.  As  the  ministiy  were  determined  to  make 
their  chief  efforts  against  the  enemy  in  North  America, 
where  the  first  hostilities  had  been  committed,  and  where 
the  strongest  impression  could  be  made,  a  detachment  of 
two  regiments  was.  sent  thither,  under  the  conduct  of 
general  Abercrombic,  appointed  as  successor  to  general 
Shirley,  whom  they  had  recalled,  as  a  person  no  ways 
qualified  to  conduct  military  operations  :  nor,  indeed  could 
any  success  in  war  be  expected  from  a  man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  acted  but  in  a  civil  capacity. 
But  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  America 
was  conferred  upon  the  earl  of  Loudoun,  a  nobleman  of  an 
amiable  character,  who  had  already  distinguished  himself 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  Over  and  above  this  com- 
mand,  be  wa«  now  appointed-  governor  of  Virginia,  and 
colonel  of  a  royal  American  regiment,  consisting  of  four 
hattsdions,  to  be  raised  in  that  country,  and  disciplined  by 
c^fcers  of  experience,  invited  from  foreign  service.  Mr. 
Abercrombie  set  sail  for  America  in  March ;  but  the  eari 
<tf  Loudoun,  who  directed  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations, 

name  of  the  Murine  Society,  and  oontrilwted  eonnderable  sums  of  money  for 
equipping  such  on^hans,  friendleaa,  and  forlorn  boys,  as  were  wiUing  to.fengage 
ia  the  service  of  the  usivj.  In  cf^usequence  of  this  exceUeat  plan,  vhich  wtl 
executed  with  eqy^l  zeal  and  discretion,  many  thousands  were  i^esc^ed  from 
misery,  and  rendered  useful  members  of  that  society,  of  which  they  mos^  hare 
been  the  bane  and  reproach,  without  this  httnane  mterpositao^.  ^ 
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and  wtm  veiled  widi  power  «Dd  authority  IMe  .inferior  to 
ihoae  of  a  Ticeroy,  did  not  embark  till  die  latter  end  of  May* 
^  XXVII.  All  tbe$e  prerioua  measurea  being  taken, 
bia  majesty^  in  tbe  course  of  the  same  nKmth,  thought  |nt><t 
.per  to  publish  a  declaration  of  war,*  against  the  French 
king,  importing,  that,  since  the  treaty  of  Aix*Ia-Cbapelle, 
die  usurpations  and  encroachnents  made  upcm  the  British 
territories,  in  America,  had  been  notorious :  that  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  had^  in  divers  serious  representations  to 
die  court  oh  Versailles,  complained  of  these  repeated  acts  of 
riolence,  and  demanded  satisfaction  ;  but  notwithstanding 
die  repeated  assurances  given  by  the  French  king,  that 
avery  thing  should  be  settled  agreeably  to  the  treaties  suh- 
gisting  bet>^e«n  the  two  crowns,  and  particularly  that  the 
evacuation  of  the  four  neutral  islands  in  the  West  Indies 
should  be  effected,  the  execution  of  these  assurances,  and  of 
die  treaties  on  which  they  were  founded,  had  been  evaded 

ft  When  th<i  Freneli  ambMiador  returned  to  London,  be  proposed  tliM 
orders  shoufd  be  immediately  despatched  to  theKiielish  governors  in  An  erica, 
'«rHK  expreti  orders  to  desist  frona  any  nev  undertakiBS)  **^  &Ii  aots  of  hostility ; 
irait  with  regard  to  the  lands  on  the  Ohio,  to  put,  without  delay,  matters  on  the 
teme  footin|p  in  whieh  they  stood  before  the  late  war,  that  the  respective  claims 
Of  both  natKms  miriit  be  amicably^  referred  to  the  eommissaries  at  Paris.  'Vhe 
British  eotirt  a^^  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  tbe  discussion  of  the  dis- 
putes by  the  mmisterB  of  the  two  erowns,  on  condition  that  all'  the  poeseasions  in 
America  should  be  previously  put  in  tbe  situation  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  confirmed  by  thAt  of  Aix-la-Chapetlc.  The  French  ministry,  instea'd  of 
MMnplying  with  this  eondition,  produeed  an  erasiTe  dnrf>of  a  preliminary  eonvea- 
tion,  and  this  was  answered  bv  a  counter  proposal :  at  length  the  aroba&sador  of 
Franee  demanded,  as  prelimtnary  conditions,  that  Great  Britain  would  renounce 
^  claim  to  the  ^outh  coast  of  the  river  St  Lawrenae,  and  the  lakea  tliat  dis- 
charge themselves  into  that  river ;  cede  to  the  French  twentj*  leagues  of  country 
lying  along  the  river  of  Fundy,  which  divides  Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia ;  and  all  the 
iand  between  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Ouabache.  A  memorial  was  afterwards  present* 
cd  On  the  same  subject,  including  the  afRiir  of  the  neutral  isfaiKJs  in  the  West 
lltdies ;  but  this  was  amply  refuted  in  ai\other  piece,  in  which  the  British  minis- 
try observed,  that  even  at  this  very  opening  of  ihe  commission  established  at 
FkriB,  for  terminating  amicably  the  C1spnte«  in  North  America,  \he  French 
invaded  Nova  Scotia,  erected  three  forts  in  the  heart  oflliat  province,  and  would 
have  destroyed  the  Knglish  settlement  at  Halifax,  had  they  not  been  prevented  : 
that  t(he  like  hot^ities  were  committed  oi«>n  his  Hritannic  majesty's  subieetsen 
the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes,  where  tbe  governors  appointed  bv  tbe  French  kinft 
li^itbout  mf  diadow  of  nght,  pttihibited  the  fcirglish  from  trading ;  seized  lh«r 
traders  by  forpe,  and  sent  them  prisoners  lo  Fi-ance ;  invaded  the  territories  of 
Virginia,  attacked  a  foi^  that  covered  its  frontier,  and  to  secure  iheir  usurpationF, 
^cected*  with  an  itrmed  forces  a  chlain  of  fbrts  on  the  lands  which  they  had 
mvaiJed :  that  his  Uritannic  majesty  had  complained  of  these  hostilities  to  tbe 
court  of  Versailles,  but  without  eftect ;  so  that  he  found  bimsf?lf  obliged  to  pro- 
-yRle  for  the  security  Of  his  subjects;  and  as  the  encroachments  made  by  Franee 
ycv&  hostile,  it  could  never  be  unlawful,  or  irreconcilable  with  the  assurance  of 
!??  »»^«ty's  peaceable  disposition,  to  repel  an  aggressor ;  and  that  the  «me  mo. 
m^  of  selfKlelence  had  forced  him  to  seize  the  French  ships  and  sailors,  hi  order 
io  depme  diat  cOort  of  the  means  df  making  an  iTivanop,  with  which  their  miiiis^ 
tcrs  mall  the  poarta«f£«rc^1|ftdni€tiacedlCngfaiiid. 


"onder  the  most  fri^noleEUs  firetesoes :  that  the  tmjasti&abl^ 
praeticQs  of  the  Frbnch  governors,  and  officers  acting  undear 
their  authority,  wei-e  still  coatimied,  until  they  broke  out  in 
op^i  Acts  of  hbstalky  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun-* 
4red    and    €fty-£Mir ;  when,    in  time  of  profound  peace, 
'without   any   declaration   of  war,    without  any    previous 
«M>tice   given,  or    application    made,    a    body  of   French 
troops  Commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  the  French  king's 
^commission,  attacked  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  took  posses* 
Aofi  of  an  English  fort  on  the  river  Ohio,  in  North  Ame? 
rica:  that   great  naval  armaments  were   prepared  in  th^ 
^rts  of  France,  and  a  considerable  body  of  French  troops 
embarked  for  thift  country :  that  although  the  French  ambasr 
sador  was  sent  back  to  £i^fland  with  specious  ^professionj^ 
of  a  deske   to  accommodate  those  differences,  it  appear* 
«d  their  real  design  was  only  to  amuse  and  gam  time  for 
the  p^sage  of  these  supplies  and  reinforcements,  which  they 
lioped  woukl  secure  the  superiority  of  the  French  forces  ift 
America,  and  enaUe  them  to  carry  their,  ambitious  and 
oppressive  projects  into  execi^tion :  that  in  consequence  of 
^e  just  and  necessary  measures  taken  by  die  kingof  Great 
^Britain  for  preventing  the  success  of  such  a  dangerous 
design,  the  French  ambassador  was  immedtttely  recalled 
from  England,  the  foitifications  of  Dunkirk  weare  enlarged, 
-great  bodies  ^f  troops  marched  down  to  thc^  ^eacpasts  of 
France,  and  the  British  dominions  threatened  with  an  in- 
Tasion;  that  though  the  king  of  England,  in  order  to  frus- 
^■ate  such  intentions  had  given  orders  for  seising  Bi  sea 
the  ships  of  the  French  king  and  his  nvi^^B,  yet  he  nad 
hitherto  contented  himself  with  det«^ng  those  ships  whieh 
liad  been  taken,  and  preserving  their  cargoes* entire,  withoui 
proceeding  to  tonfiscatton :  but  it  being  at  last  evident  from 
*tke*  hostile  invasion-  of  Minorca,  that  the  co|irt  of  Ver- 
sailles was  determined  to  reject  all  proposals  of  accomnpM^- 
;dation,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  ^le  utmost  violence,  his 
'  Britannic  majesty  could  no^  lotiger,'  consistently  with  the 
honour   of  his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  subjects, 
4^main  within  those  bounds,  which  from  a  desire  of  pegtoe 
4ie  had  hitherto  observed.     A  denunciation  of  warfolk>wed 
'in  the  usual  form,  and  was  concluded  with  aa  assurance, 
that  all  the  French  subjects' residing  in  Great  Britain  and 
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Irelandi  who  shonld  demean  themselveft  dittifutty  to 
the  government,  might  depend  upon  its  protection,  and. be 
safe  in  their  persons  and  effects* 

$  XXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French  king 
declared  war  in  his  turn  against  his  Britannic  majesty,  and 
his  declaration  was  couched  in  terms  of  uncommon  asperity. 
He  artfully  threw  a  shade  over  the  beginning  of  hostilities 
in  North  America,  referring  to  a  memorial  which  had  beea 
delivered  to  the  several  xourts  of  Europe,  containing  a 
summary  of  those  facts  which  related  to  the  .present  War* 
and  the  negotiations  by  which  it  had  been  preceded.  .  He 
insisted  on  the  attack  made  by  the  king  of  England,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  on  the 
French  possessions  in  North  America :  and  afterwards  by 
the  English  navy  on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
French  subjects,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
direct  violation  of  treaties.  He  complained  that  the  French 
soldiers  ^d  sailors  underwent  the  harshest  treatment,  in 
the  British  isles,  exceeding  those  bounds  which  are  pre- 
scribed  to  the  most  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the  law  of 
nature,  and  common  humanity.  He  affirmed,  that  while 
the  English  ministry,  under  the  appearance  of  sincerity, 
imposed  upon  the  French  ambassador  with  false  protes- 
tations, others  diametrically  opposite  to  th^se  deceitful 
assurances  of  a  speedy  accommodation  were  actually  car- 
rying into  execution  in  North  America :  That  while  the 
court  of  London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  squan- 
dered away  the  subsidies  of  England,  to  instigate  other 
pefwers  against  France,  his  most  christian  majesty  did  i^ot 
.^vcn  ask  of  these  powers  the  succours  which  guarantees 
and  defeiwive  treaties  authorized  him  to  demand:  but 
recommended  to  them  such  measures  only  as  tended  to 
their  "own  peace  and  security :  That  while  the  English 
navy,  by  the  most  odioUs  violences,  and  sometimes  by  the 
vUest  artifices  made  captures  of  French  vessels,  navigating 
in  full  security  under  the  safeguard  of  public  faith,  his 
most  christian  majesty  released  an  English  frigate  taken  by 
a  French  squadron ;  and  British  vessels  traded  to  the  potfB 
of  France  without  molestation.  That  the  striking  contrast 
formed  by  these  different  methods  of  proceeding  would 
convince  all  Europe,  that  one  court  wks  guided  by  motive^ 


of  Jealouiy,  ambitidiH  tnd  airarice,  and  that  |he  conduct  of 
the  other  was  (butided  on  principks  of  honour,  justice,  and 
moderation :  That  the  vague  imputations  contained  in  the 
king  of  England's  declaration,  had  in  reality  no  foundation; 
and  the  very  manner  in  whieh  they  were  set  forth  would 
prove  their  fi^lity  and  falsehood:  That  the  mention 
made  of  the  works  at  Dunkirkf  and  the  troops  assembled 
on  the  coasts  of  the  ocean,  implied  the  most  gross  attempt 
to  deceive  mankind  into  a  belief  that  these  were  the  points 
which  determined  the  king  of  England  to  issue  orders  for 
seizing  the  French  vessels ;  whereas  the  works  at  Dunkirk 
were  not  begun  till  after  two  French  ships  of  war  had  beeti 
taken  by  an  English  squadrons  and  depredations  had  been 
committed  six  months  upon  the  subjects  of  France  before 
the  first  battalions  began  their  march  for  the  seaside*  lii 
a  word,  the  most  christian  king,  laying^aside  that  politeness 
and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value  themselves  above 
all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  very  roundly 
taxe%  his  brother  monarch's  administration  with  piracy, 
perfidy,  inhumanity,  and  deceit.  A  charge  conveyed  in 
such  reproachful  terms,  against  one  of  the  most  respectable 
crowned  /heads  in  Europe,  will  appear  the  more  esttra- 
(Mrdinary  and  injurious,  if  we  consider  that  the  accusers 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  falsity  of  their  own  impu- 
tations, and  at  the  same  time  conscious  of  having  practised 
those  very  arts  which  they  affected  so  much  to  decry.  For 
sfter  all,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  nothing  could  be  jusdy 
urged  against  the  English  government,  with  respect  to 
France,. except  the  omission  of  a  mere  form,  which  other 
nations  might  interpret  into  an  irregularity,  but  could 
not  construe  into  perfidious  dealing,  as  the  French  had 
previously  violated  the  peace  by  their  insolence  and 
encroachments.^ 

$  XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of 
other  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
heartily  approved  of  the  hostilities  committed  and  intended 
against  a  people  whom  they  have  always  considered  as 
their  natural  enemies,  and'  the  incendiaries  ^f  Europe* 
They  cheerfully  contributed  to  the  expense  of  armaments,^ 

b  ImoMdiaUlf  aA9  the  dcelaratioii  of  war,  the  Freooh  tkipt  and  canoes 
wbicli  had  been  taken  were  tried,  land  condemned  as  legal  prizes,  esiieaed  to 


2^  HiSTUitr  OF  EMQLAND.  1^56. 

and  seemed  to  approve  of  their  deatinatiott,  ia  hopes  ^of 
being  able  to  wipe  off  the  disgraces  they  had  sustained  in 
the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  loss  of  Minorca*^  lite  hat 
evetit  made  a  deep  infpression  uponr  the  mtrds  of  the'commd* 
nity.  An  address  was  presented  to  the  fcttig  by  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  London,  conf- 
taintng  strong  hints  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  iteinistry. 
They  expressed  their  apprehension,  that  the  loss  of  the 
important  fortress  of  St.  Philip  and  island  of  Minorca^ 
possessions  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  commerce 
and  naval,  strength  of  Great  Britain,  ivMiout  any  attempt 
by  timely  and  effeciaal  succours  to  prevent  or  defeat  im 
attack,  after  such  early  notice  of  the  enemy's  intentions, 
and  when  his  majesty's  navy  was  so  evidently  superior  to 
theirs,  would  be  an  indelible  reproach  oil  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation.  They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  dan- 
ger to  which  the  British  possessions  in  America  were 
exposed^  by  the  mismanagement  and  jdelays  which  had 
attended  the  defence  of  those  invaluable  cokmies,  ihe  object 
of  the  present  war,  the  principal  source  of  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  these  kingdoms.  They  lamented  the  want  of  a 
constitutional  weill  regulated  militia,  the  most  natural  and 
^rtatn  defence  against  all  invaders  whatsoever.,  11*cy 
signified  their  hope,  diat  the  authors  of  the  late  losses  and 
disappointments  would  be  detected,  and  brought  to  condign 
punishment:  that  his  majesty's  known  intentions  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  his  subjects  in  theit  rights  and  pos- 
sessions might  be  faithfully  and  vigorously  carried  intb 
execution ;  and  the  large  supplies  so  necessarily  demanded, 
and  so  cheerfully  granted,  might  be  religiously  applied  to 
the  defence  of  these  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  their 
commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  their  itiveterate 
X  an^perfidious  enemies,  the  only  sure  means  of  obtaining  a 
lasting  and  honourable  peace.  In  answer  ta  this  address 
the  king  assured  them,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  do  justice 
upon  any  persons  who  should  have  been  wantiny^  in  their 
duty  to  him  and  their  country ;  to  enforce  obedience  and 
discipline  in  his  fleets  and  armies;    and  to  support  the 

pabfio  sale,  and  their  produce  lodged  in  t!he  bank ;  but  in  what  manner  ^his 
money,  amonntlng  to  a  large  8um»  was  dtotiibirted  or  mufikejed,  we  haTe  AOt  been 
flfUe  i>  discover.  ,,.,-..''. 


jmihm^ mdtmpu^fi^e to h» goverBmeat.  RemQostraocfl* 
of  due  Bajpe  kmd  .ivere  presented  by  diilerent  counties  tnd 
corporatiQA^;  ami  the  populace  clamoured  aloud  for  inqutrj 
aftd  justicfg. 

^  /  $  XXX*  The  first  vktim  offered  to  ihe  enraged  muhi- 
tlMle  was  the  UAfortunate  general  Fowke, .  who  had  been 
d^uty  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  behaved  with  reinarkable 
cDnduct  ao^d  imtegrity  in  the  exercise  of  that  important 
office,  till  that  period,  when  he  fell  under  the  displeasure 
of  the  government.  He  was  now  brought  to  trial  before  a 
JM^ard  of  general  officers,  and  accused  of  having  disobeyed 
the.  orders  he  had  received  from  the  secretary  at  war  in 
three  fiuccessive  letters,^  touching  the  relief  of  Minorca. 

o  Th  JJeut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or^  in  hit  absence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  Ai» 
Mitjeaty^B  g^rritoH  o/'i:ilbrtltar. 
SIR,  JVar  Office,  Mvceh  91,  \75&. 

lam  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure  that  jrou 
reechre  intoyow  garrison,  lord  liobert  Berde't  regimentj  to  do  duty  there  i-  and 
in  case  you  shotild  apprehend  that  the  French  intend  to  make  any  attempt 
upon  his  majesty's  island  of  Minorca,  it  is  hismajesty^s  pleasure,  that  yoii  make  a 
detachment  out  of  the  troops  in  yuiif  j^risoo  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  major ;  such  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  to 
"be  the  eldeat  in  year  ganteo,'  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet  for  ,the  rehef  a( 
Minorca,  as  the  ludinirtU  shall  think  exi>edient,  who  is  to  carry  them  to  the  said 
i^nd.    I  am, 

Yonr  huQuUe  tcrrant,  •    B; 

lb  JUeai.   €eH,  Fa«rke,  or^   in  hia  abmnee^  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  at 

Gibraltar. 
SIR,  War  Office,  March  26,  1756. 

I  am  commokded  to  ac<|iiahityoQ,  that  it  is  hia  majesty's  pleasure  in  case  the 
island  of  Minorca  should  be  many  lil^elihood  of  being  attacked,  that  you  trake  a 
detachment  fi<omthe  troops  in  your  garrison  equal  to  a  battalion,  commanded  by 
a  lieutenant  colonel  and  mi^r,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  nut  on  board  the 
fleet,  at  the  disposition  of  the  admiral :  such  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  to  be  the 
eldest  in  yocar  ipirrisoD. 

To  Ueut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  hit  dbaence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  his 
M/ajmUfogarriaon  in  Gibraltar. 
SIR,  irar  OJtce,  April  1,  1756. 

IT  is  his  luajesty^s  pleasure,  that  you  reeeive  into  your  garrison  the  women 
aqd  children  belonging  to  lord  Robert  Bertie's  regiment 

JV  Lieut,  Qei^  Fokke,  sr,  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 
SIR,  .  War  Office,  May  12,  1756. 

I  wrote  to  you  by  general  Steward :  If  that  order  is  not  complied  with,  then 
you  are  now  lo  make  a  detachment  of  seren  hundred  men  out  of  your  own  regi« 
ment  and  Guise's ;  and  also  another  detachment  out  of  Puitenev's  and  I'annmre's 
regiments,  and  send  them  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  rcKef  of  Mah6n.  But  if  tliat 
order  has  been  complied  with,  then  you  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of 
seven  hundred  men,  to  be  coipmanded  by  another  lieutenant  colonel  and  major, 
and  to  send  it  to  M^dion ;  and  you  are  also  to  detain  all  such  empihr  vessels  as  dialt 
come  into  your  harbour,  and  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for  any  further  transpor- 
Utton  of  tmop^.  I  have  also  his  ro}'al  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  com- 
mands, to  desire  that  3rf»u  will  keep  your  garrison  as  alert  as  pOMible,  during  this 
critical  time,  and  givesucK  o^or  assistance  as  may  be  in  vour  power  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca  ;  taking  care,  however,  not  tofatigue  or  endanger  yoiu*  own  gnrrison. 
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Mr.  Fowke  afleged  ih  his  own  defence  that  Ae  oiders 
were  confused  and  tontradictory,  and  implied  a  diBdre- 
tionaiy  power :  that  the  whole  number  of  his  gtfrrison'did 
not  exceed  tyro  thousand  six  hundred  men,  after  he  had 
spared  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  the  ships  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Edgecumbe;  that  the  ordinary  duty  of* 
the  garrison  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whok  num-^ 
ber  was  not  sufficient  for  three  reliefs;  that,  if  he  had 
detached  a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he  should  not  have 
had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time  when  he  believed  the  place 
was  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  for  good  reasons,  which 
he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  mention ;  that  bis 
orders  being  doubtful,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  which  was 
of  opinion,  that  as  undoubtful  intelligence  was  received  of 
the  French  army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to  the  number 
of  between  thirteen  and  sixteen  thousand  men,  and  that  a 
French  squadron  of  sixteen  ships  was  stationed  off  the 
harbour,  the  sending  a  detachment  equal  to  a  battalion 
from  Gibraltar  would  be  an  ineffectual  supply  for  the  relief 
of  the  place,  and  a  weakening  of  the  garrison  from  which 
they  must  be  sent.  He  observed,  that  sujiposing  the 
orders  to  have  been  positive,  and  seven  hundred  men  de- 
tached to  Minorca,  the  number  remaining  at  Gibraltar 
would  not  have  exceeded  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six :  a  deduction  of  seven  hundred  more,  according  to 
the  order  of  May  the  twelfth,  woidd  have  left  a  remainder 
of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six :  that  the  men  daily  on  duty 
in  the  garrison,  including  artificers  and  labourers  in  the 
king's  works,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  ; 
so  that  if  he  had  complied  with  the  orders  as  they  arrived, 
he  would  not  have  had  more  than  seventeen  men  over  and 
above  the  number  necessary  for  the  daily  work  of  the  gar- 
rison :  thus  the  important  fortress  of  Gibraltar  must,  at  this 
critical  conjuncture,  have  been  almost  left  naked  and  defence- 
^  less  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy ;  and  had  those  detach- 
ments been  actually  sent  abroad,  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  they  could  not  have  been  landed  on  the  island  of 
Minorca.  The  order  tiiansmitted  to  general  Fowke  to 
detain  all  empty  vessels,  for  a  further  transportation  of 
troops,  seems  to  have  been  superfluous ;  for  it  can  hardly 
be  supposed  he  could  have  occasion  for  them,  unless   to 
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twlbi»k  the  whole  garrison  and  abandon  the  place.  It 
seems  likewise  to  have  been  unnecessary  to  exhort  the 
getierat  to  keep  the  garrison  as  alert  as  pdssible,  during  that 
critical  time;  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  men  to-  have  enjoyed  the  least  repose  or  intermission  of 
duty,  had  the  orders  been  punctually  and  literally  obeyed. 
Wliat  other  Assistance  it  might  have  been  In  the  governor's 
power  to  give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in  what  manner 
he  cooM  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrison,  while  there  was  an 
IflnrpossibHity  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  easy  to  com- 
prehend. Be  that  ad  it  may,  when  the  trial  was  finished, 
ksd  the  question  put  to  acquit  or  suspend  for  one  year,  th« 
co^rt  was  equally  divided ;  and  in  such  cases  the  casting 
vote  being  vested  in  the  president,  *he  threw  it  into  the 
scale  against  the  prisoner,  v^hom  his  majesty  thought  fit  to 
dismiss  from  his  service. 

§  XXXI.    The   expectation  of  the  public  was  now 
tageiiy  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if  not  the  sole 
scene  erf  our  military  operations.     On  the  twenty-fifth  day 
ef  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie  arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier 
of  New  York,  and  assumed  the  comniand  of  the  forces 
there  assembled,  consisting  of  two  regiments  which  had 
served  under  Braddock,  two  battalions  raised  in^America, 
two  regiments  now  transported  from  England,  four  inde- 
pendent companies  which  had  been  many  yeai^  maintained 
in  New  York,  the  New  Jersey  regiment,  four  companies 
levied  in  North  Carolina,  and  a  body  of  provincial  forces 
nused  by  tbe  government  of  New  England.     Those  to  the 
southward,  including  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virgi- 
nia, had  not  yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  opera- 
tion, and  were  moreover  hard  pressed  in  defending  their 
western  fixmtiers  from  the  French  and  Indians,  who,  in 
skulking  parties,  made  sudden  irruptions  upon  their  un- 
guarded settlements,  burning,  plundering,  and  massacring 
with  the  most  savage  inhumani^.     As  for  South  Caro- 
lina, the  proportion  of  negro  slaves  to  the  number  of  white 
inhabitants  wbs  so  great  in  that  colony,  that  the  govern- 
ment could  not,  with  toy  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  prov- 
ince, spate  any  reinforcement  fpr  the  general  enterprise. 
The  plan  of  this  Undertaking  had  .been  settled  in  the  pre- 
•^eding  year  in  a  council  of  war,  held  at  New  York^    There 
Vol.  III.  P  p 
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it  was  resolved  to  attack  the  Ibrt  of  Niagaira,  situated 
between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order  to  cut  oflF  the 
communication  between  Canada  and  Louisiana,  and  prevent 
the  French  from  supporting  their  new  fortresses  on  the 
Ohio;  to  reduce  Ticonderoga  and/ Crown  Point,  so  that 
the  frontier  of  New  York  might  be  delivered  from  the 
danger  of  an  invasion,  and  Great  Britain  beccMne  master 
of  the  lake  Champlain,  over  which  the  forces  might  be 
transported  in  any  future  atten^t:  to  besiege  fort  Du 
Q^esne  upon  the  Ohio ;  and  to  detach  a  body  of  troops  by 
the  river  Kennebec,  to  alarm  the  capital  of  Canada.  This 
plan  was  too  extensive  for  the  number  of  troops  which  had 
been  prepared :  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  before  the 
regiments  arrived  from  England,  the  different  colonies  were 
divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie  postponed 
the  execution  of  any  important  scheme  till  the  wrival  of 
lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily<  expected.  The  reasons  that 
delayed  the  reinforcement,  and  detained  his  lordship  so 
long,  we  do  not  pretend  to  explain ;  though  we  may  be 
allowed  to  observe,  that  many  fair  opportunities  have  beeu 
lost,  by  the  neglect  and  procrastination  of  an  English  min- 
istry. Certain  it  is,  the  unaccountable  delay  of  this  arma- 
ment rendered  it  useless  for  a  whole  year,  afforded  time 
and  leisure  to  the  enemy  to  take  their  precautions  agaii^t 
any  subsequent  attack,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  proceed 
unmolested  in  distressing  the  British  settlements.  Even 
before  this  period,  they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a  small 
post  in  .the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  occupied  by  twen- 
ty-five Englishmen,  M^ho  were  cruelly  butchered  to  a  man, 
in  the  midst  of  those  Indians  whom  Great  Britain  had  long 
numbered  among  het*  allies. 

$  XXXIL  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  received 
intelligence  that  a  considerable  convoy  of  provisions  and 
stores,  for  the  garrison  of  Qswego,  would  in  a  little  time 
set  out  from  Schenectady,  and  be  conveyed  in  batteaux  up 
the  river  Onondaga,  they  formed  an  ambuscade  among  the 
woods  and  thickets  on  the  north  side  of  that  river;  but 
understanding  the  convoy  had  passed  before  they  reached 
the  place,  they  resolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detach- 
ment. Their  design,  however,  was  frustrated  by  the  vigil- 
ance and  valour  of  colonel  Bradstreet,  who  expected  such 


Ijrye*  GEOBOB  B.  Sdd 

«n  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  measures  accordmgly.     On 
die  third  day  of  July^  while  he  stemmed  the  stream  of  the 
river,  with  his  batteaux  formed  into  three  divisions,  they 
were  saluted  wiA  the  Indian  war  whoop,  and  a  geiieral  dis- 
charge   of  musketry   from  the   north  shore.     Bradstreet 
immediately  ordered  his  men  to' land  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and  with  a  few  of  the  foremost  took  possession  of  a  small 
island,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that  purpose;  but  these 
were  soon  repulsed.     Another  body  having  passed  a  mile 
higher,  be  advanced  to  them  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
men,  amd  fell  upon  them  sword  in  hand,  with  such  vigour^ 
diat  many  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  rest  driven  into 
die  river  with  such  precipitation,  that  a  considerable  number 
of  diem  were  drowned.     Having  received  information  that 
a  third  body  of  them  had  passed  at  a  ford  still  higher,  he 
marched  thither,  witiiout  hesitation,  and  pursued  them  to 
die  odier  side,  were  they  were  entirely  routed  and  dispersed* 
In  this  action,  which  lasted  near  three  hours,  about  seven^ 
of  die  batteau  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  enemy 
lost  ^hmUe  die  niunber  killed,  and  above  seventy  taken 
prisoners.     In  all  probability  the  ^whole  detachment  of  die 
French,  amoundng  to  seven  hundred  men  would  have  been 
cutoff,  had  not  a  heavy  rain  interposed,  and  disabled  colonel 
Bradstreet  from  following  his  blow ;  for  that  same  night  he 
was  joined  by  captain  Patten  with  his  grenadiers  in  his 
march  from  Oneida  to  Oswego,  and  next  morning  reinfor- 
ced widi  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  assistance  from 
the  garrison  of  Oswego ;  but  by  this  time  the  rivulets  were 
so  swelled  by  the  rain,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
pursue  the  enemy  through  the  woods  and  thickets.     Patten 
and  his  grenadiers  accompanied  the  detachment  to  Oswego; 
wliile  Bradstreet  pursued  his  voyage  to  Schenectady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated  to  gene- 
ral Abercrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  the 
prisoners,  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  encamped 
on  the  eastern  side  of  die  lake  Ontario,  provided  with 
aitfUery,  and  all  other  implements  to  besiege  the  fort  if 
Oswego. 

§  XXXIII.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  major 
general  Webb  was  or^Med  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
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iDWch  with  one  reg^oietitto.thi^  reltt^f  of  thai  gftrrtso&  ;.but^ 
before  they  could  be  provided  trith .  ^eoessariest  the  e«r| 
of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the  headquarters  at  Albaieiy,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  July.  The  army  at  this  little  is  said  to 
have  consisted  9f  regular  troops  to  the  immher  of  two  thou* 
sand  si^  hundred,  about  s^ven  thousand  provincials,  auppotr 
sed  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  from  fort  William  Heniry, 
under  the  command  of  .genei^l  Winsiowv  over  and  above  a 
considerable  number  of  batten  men  at  Albany  and  Schen^ 
ect^y.  The  garrison  at  Oswego  amoumled  to  fourteen 
hundred  soldiers,  besides  thre^  hundred  workmen  and  sail* 
ors»  euhpr  in  th^  fort,  "or  posted  in  small  parties  betweea 
Uie/ort  and  place  called  Burnet's  Field,  to  seciwe  a  passage 
^roi,Lgh  the.  pountry  of  the  Six  Nations,  upon  whose  friend^ 
ship  there  w^s  qo  longer  any  reliance*  By  th^  best  aficounta 
received  of. the  fneiny's  fpr^e,  they  had, ab()ut  thrtd  thou- 
sand men  at^  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  Cipon  the  lake 
Ghamplain :.  but  their  ch'^f,  stre^ig^h  w^as  collected  upon  the 
banks  of  the  lake  Q^tarip,  whc^e  their  p^lurpose  undoubKed* 
ly  was  to  reduce  the  English  fort  at  Oswego*  .  The  iminer 
diate,  object,  therefore,  of  lord  Loudoua'a  attention  was  the 
r^ef  of  this  place ;  but  his  design  was  strenuolisly  oppoaed 
by  the  province  of  New  Ycgrk^  aivd  other  liorthem  gbvera* 
ments,  who  w^re  much  m^r^  intent  upon  the  reduiction  of 
Crown  Point,  and  the  security  of  their  own  frontiers,  which 
,tl^y  apprehended  was  copoeQted  with  this  conquest.  They 
insist^ed'uppn  Wiaslo>v'^  being  joined  by  some  regiments  of 
regular  troops  befpre  he  should  march  against  this  fortress; 
and  stipulated  that  a  body  of  reseirye  should  be  detained  ait 
Albany,  for  i\^  defience  of  that  fiY)ntier,  in  case  Winslow 
should  fall  in  hi$^  cnterprisi^  and  be  defeated*  At  length 
they  agreed,  that  the  regimetit  which  Mr,  Abercrombie 
had  destiiied  for  that  pujrpose  should  be  detached. for.  the 
relief  pf  Oswego ;  on  the,  twelfth  day  of  August  major* 
general  Webb  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany ;  but 
on  his  arrival  at  the  carrying  place,  between  the,  Mohock's 
pver  and  Wood's  preek,  h^  j^eceived  the  disagreeable  ^ews 
ihat  Qswego  was  t^ken,  m^  the.gartisou  made  prisoners  of 
wan  Mr,  Webb,  apprehending  himself  in  danger  of  being 
;^^tacked  by  the  be$ieging  army^  began  immediately  to  ren- 
df  r  the  pr.eek  jmpagsabk,  eyeo.  to  calipes,  by  feBing  trees^ 
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and  throwing  them  into  the  stream ;  while  the  eneiay,  igno- 
rant, of  his  numbers,  and  apprehensive  of  a  like  visitation 
from  him,  took  the  very  same  method  of  preventing  his 
approach :  in  consequence  of  this  apprehension,  he  was  per* 
mki^to  retire  unmolested. 

§  KXXI V.  ^The  loss  of  the  two  small  forts,  called  Ontario 
and  Oswego,  was  a  considerable  national  misfortune.  They 
were  erected  on  the  south  side  of  the  great  lake  Ontario, 
standing  on  the  opposite  sides,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondago 
liver,  that  discharges  itself  into  the  lake,  and  constituted  a 
post  of  great  importance,  where  vessels  had  been  built,  to 
cruize  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland  sea,  and  in* 
terrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions  and  designs  of 
the-  enemy.  The  garrison,  as  we  have  already  observed,  * 
consisted  of  foiirteen  hundred  men,  chiefly  militia  and  new 
raised  recruits,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Mercer,  an  officer  of  courage  and  experiences  but  the 
situation  of  the  forts  was  very  ill  chosen;  the  materials 
mostly  timber  or  logs  of  wood;  the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
Uived,  and  uniinbhed ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  place  altogether 
untenable  against  any  regular  approach.  Such  were  the 
torts  which  the  enemy  wisely  resolved  to  reduce.  Being 
under  no  apprehension  for  Crown  Point,  they  assembled  a 
body  of  troops,  consisting  of  thirteen  hundred  regulars, 
seventeen  hundred  Canadians,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de 
Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and  enterprising  officer,  to  whom  the 
conduct  of  the  siege  was  intrusted  by  the  marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  governor  and,  lieutenant  general  of  New  France. 
The  first  step  taken  by  Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Oswego 
by  water  with  two  large  armed  vessels,  and  post  a  strong 
body  of  Canadians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the 
forts,  to  cut  off  all  communication  of  succour  and  intelli* 
gence*  In  the  mean  time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and 
stores  upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them  in  the  bay  of  Nixouri, 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  At  another  creek,  within 
half  a  league  of  Oswego,  he  erected  a  battery  for  the  pro* 
tection  qf  his  vessds,  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  at 
midnight,  after  his  dispositions  had  been  made,  he  opened 
the  trenches  before  fort  Ontario.  The  garrison  having 
.fired  away  Jill  their  shells  and  ammuiytion,  spikedvup  the 
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cannon,  and  deserting  the  fort,  retired  next  day  across  the 
river  into  Oswego,  which  was  even  more  exposed  than  the 
others  especially  when  the  enemy  had  taken  possession  of 
Ontario,  from  whence  they  immediately  began  to  fire  with- 
out intermission.  Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth, 
killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  the  fort  destitute  of  all  cbv^r,  the 
officers  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrison  in  confusion, 
the  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war,  on  condition  tiiat  they  should  be  exempted 
from  plunder,  conducted  to  Montreal,  and  treated  wkh 
humanity.  These  conditions,  however,  the  marquis  did 
not  punctually  observe.  The  British  officers  and  s(ddters 
were  insulted  by  the  savage  Indians,  who  robbed  them  of 
their  clothes  and  baggage,  massacred  several  men  as  they 
stood  defenceless  on  the  parade,  assassinated  lieutensmt 
De  la  Court,  as  he  lay  wounded  in  his  teht,  under  the  pro« 
tection  of  a  French  officer,  and  barbarously  scalped  all  the 
sick  people  in  the  hospital :  finally,  Montcalm,,  in  dtre<^ 
violation  of  the  articles,  as  well  as  in  contempt  of  common 
humanity,  delivered  up  above  twenty  men  of  the  garrison 
to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  same  number  they  had  lost 
during  the  siege ;  and,  in  all  probability,  these  miseraUe 
captives  were  put  to  death  by  those  barbarians  with  the 
most  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  execrable  cu8« 
torn  of  the  country.  Those  who  countenance  the  perpe- 
tration of  cruelties,  at  which  human  nature  shudders  with 
horror,  ought  to  be  branded  as  infamous  to  all  posteritjr* 
Such,  however,  were  the  trophies  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
American  war,  distinguished  the  operations  of  a  people 
who  pique  themselves  upon  politeness,  and  the  virtues  of 
humanity.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Oswego,  after  having 
been  thus  barbarously  treated,  were  conveyed  in  batteaux 
to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  their 
reception ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  they  were  ex- 
changed. The  victors  immediately  demolished  the  two 
forts  (if  they  deserved  that  denomination)  in  which  they 
found  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  four- 
teen mortars,  with  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  warlike 
stores,  and  provision,  besides  two  sloops,  and  two  hundred 
.batteaux,  which  likewise  fell  into  their  hands.  Such  an 
important  magazine^  deposited  in  a  place  altogether  inde* 
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fensible^  and  wklKmt  the  reach  of  immediate  succour,  was 
a  flagrant  proof  of  egregious  foUy,  temerity,  and  misconduct. 

$  XXXV*  The  earl  of  Loudoun  finding  the  season  too 
far  advanced  to  adihit  of  any  enterprise  against  the  enemy^ 
exerted  all  his  endeavours  in,  making  preparations  for  an 
early  campaign  in  the  spring,  securing  the  frontiers  of  the 
En^sh  colonies,  in  forming  an  uniform  plan  of  action^  and 
promoting  a  spirit  of  harmony  among  the  different  govent-* 
4nent8,  whiclr  had  been  long  divided  by  jarring  interests^ 
and  other  sources  of  dissension.  Meanwhile,  the  forts 
Edward  and  William  Henry  were  put  in  a  proper  posture 
of  defence,  and  secured  widi  numerous  garrisons;  and  the 
forces  put  into  winter  quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfort- 
ad>le  barracks  were  built  for  diat  purpose.  Fort  Granvilla, 
on  the  confines  of  Pennsylvania,  an  inconsiderable  block- 
house, was  surprised  by  a  party  of  French  and  Indians, 
who  made  the  garrison  prisoners,  consisting  of  two*and-» 
twenty  soldiers,  with  a  few  women  and  children.  These 
they  loaded  widi  flour  and  provisicm,  *and  drove  them  into 
captivity;  but  the  fort  they  reduced  to  ashes.  Many 
shocking  murders  were  perpetrated  upon  defenceless  people, 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  in  different  parts  of  the 
frontiers;  but  these  outrages  were  in  some  measure  bal- 
anced by  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  treaty  of  peace, 
which  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  concluded  with  the 
Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell  upon  the 
river  Susquehanna,  ^  forming,  as  it  were,  a  line  along 
the  southern  skirts  of  the  province.  At  the  same  time  the 
governor  of  Virginia  secured  the  friendship  and  alliance  of 
the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas,  two  powerful  nations  adjoin^ 
iQg  to -that  colony,  who  were  able  to  bring  three  thousand 
fighting  men  into  the  field.  All  these  circumstances  con« 
sidered.  Great  Britain  had  reason  to  expect  that  the  en«* 
suing  campaign  wotdd  be  vigorously  prosecuted  in  America, 
especially  as  a  fresh  reinforcement  of  troops,  with  a  great 
supply  of  warlike  stores,  were  sent  to  that  country  in  four- 
teen transports,  under  convoy  of  two  ships  of  war,  which 
jailed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  about  the  beginning  of 
November. 

$  XXX  VI«  No  action  of  great  importance  distinguished 
the  naval  transactions  of  this  year  on  the  side  of  America. 
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In  die  begtmiiEig  of  Jime,  captam  Spty,  nHbo  cdmmaiided  a 
small  squadron,  cruising  off  Louisbourg,  in  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton^  took  the  Are  en  Ciel,  a  French  s6ip  of  fifty 
gttns,  having  on  board  near  six  hundred  meni  with  a  large 
i|uantity  of  stores  and  provisions  for  the  garrboii*  He 
til^ewise  ntode  prize  of  another  I^rench  ship,  with  seventy 
^Idiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two  large  brass 
mortars,  and  other  stores  of  the  liice  destiimtion.  On  dio 
twenty*sevendi  day  of  July  comniodore  Holmes,  being  in 
the  same  latitude,  with  two  large  shipoi  and  a  couple  of 
sloops,  engaged  two  French  ships  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates,  and  obliged  them  to  sheer  off,  after  an  obsttiiate 
dispute*  A  great  nuniber  of  privateers  were  equipped  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  West  India  islands  belonging 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  as  those  seas  swantied 
with  French  vessels,  their  cruisers  proved  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  adventurers. 

§  XXXVII.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  thiaf  year 
acted  by  the  British  arms  in  the  East  Indies.  The  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  between  the  English  and  French  com- 
panies on  the  peninsula  of  Indus,  though  it  encouraged 
Mr.  Clive  to  visit  his  native  country,  was  not  of  long 
duration;  for  in  a  few  months  both  sides  recommenced 
their  operations,  no  longer  as  auttliaries  to  the  princes  of 
the  country,  but  as  principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and 
commerce.  Major  Lawrence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief 
command  of  the  English  force,  obtained  divers  advantages 
over  the  enemy;  and  prosecuted  his  success  with  such 
vigor,  as,  in  all  probability,  would  in  a  little  time  have  tef- 
minated  the  war  according  to  his  own  wish,  when  the  pro- 
gi^ess  of  his  arms  was  interrupted  and  suspended'  by  an  un- 
fortunate event  at.  Calcutta,  the  cause  of  which  is  not  easily 
explained  :  for  extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken  to  throw 
a  veil  over  some  transactions,  from  whence  tjiii3  calamity 
was  immediately  or  remotely  derived. 

^  XXKVIII.  The  old  suba  or  viceroy  of  Bengal, 
Baluir,  and  Orixa,  dying  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  i  fifty-sik,  was  succeeded 
by  his  adopted  son,  sur  Raja  al  Dowlat,  a  youdg  man  of 
violent  passions>  without  principle,  fottitude^or  ^ood  faith, 
who   began   his ,  administration   with  acts  o£  perfidy  and 
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▼kdence.  In  M  pvehMi^i  Us  dcsigB  against  the  i^glMk 
•cttkmeirts  was  sng^ptsted  bjr  hia  n^cions  dispooiticn,  on 
n  betatf.  tiiat  tbcy  ahmindwi  with  treasure ;  as  ^e  pretences 
which  be  used  for  comfltencing  hostilities  w^e  dtngether 
iacoQaiBtent,  false,  and  ffivolous.  In  the  month  of  May, 
he  caused  the  Eoglisfa  factory  wt  Caasimbuzzar  to  be  in- 
vested, and  inviting  Mr.  Watts,  the  duef  of  the  factory,  to 
a  conference,  under  the  sancticm  of  a  sirfie  eondncti  d^** 
tained  him  as  prisoner;  then,  by  means  of  fraud  and 
force  intermingled,  made  himself  master  of  the  isetory. 
This  exploit  being  achieved,  he  made  no  secret  of  his  die- 
sign  to  deprive  the  English  of  all  thdr  settlementB.  With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a  au«- 
merous  amny,  and  invested  the  place,  which  was  then  in 
no  posture  of  defence. 

$  XXXIX.  The  governor,  intimidated  by  the  number 
and  power  df  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  with  some 
principsd  persons  residing  in  the  setdement,  took  re&ge  on 
board  a  ship  in  the  river,  carrying  afeng  with  themrtheir 
most  valuable  effects,  smd  the  books  of  the  company.  Tlisa 
Ae  defence  of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Hohrell,  die 
second  in  command,  who,  widi  the.  assiataoace  of  a  few  gal* 
hmt  officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrison,  maintained  at  with 
uncommon  courage  and  resolution  against  several  attacks, 
until  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the  enemy  had 
forced  their  way  into  the  castie.  Then  he  was  obltged  to 
submit ;  and  the  suba,  or  viceroy,  promised  on  die  word  of 
alioldier,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  him  or  his  gar* 
rison.  Nevertheless,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  persons  of  both  sexes,  into  a 
place  catted  the  Kack  Hole  Prison,  a  cube  of  about  eighteen 
feet,  walled  up  to  the  eastward  and  soudiwand,  tbe  only 
<{uarters  from  which  they  could  expect  the  least  f%freshing 
air,  and  open  to  the  westward  by  two  Windows  strongly 
barred  with  iron,  through  which  there  was  no  perceptible 
circulation.  The  humiine  reader  will  conceive  widi  horror 
Ae  miscraUe  situation  to  which  they  must  have  bf^en  redn* 
ced,  when  thus  stewed  up  in  a  close  sultry  night  under  such 
a  climate  as  diat  of  Bengal,  especially  when  he  reflects  that 
many  of  them  were  wounded,  and  idl  of  them  fatigued  wteh 
hard  dttty«  Transported  with  rage  to  find  themselves  thus 
Vol..  III.  Q  q 


barbaroasljr  cooped  op  ia  a  place  Whete  ^ejr  must  be  expo- 
sed to  tuffocattoiii  those  hapless  victmia  endeavoured  to 
force  open  the  door,  that  they  might  rush  upon  die  swords 
of  the  barbarians  by  uriiom  they  were  surrounded ;  but  aU^ 
their  efforts  were  ineffectual ;  the  door  was  made  to  opei^ 
inwards,  and  being  once  shut  upon  them,  the  crowd  pressed 
upon  it  so  strongly  as  to  render  all  their  endeavours  abor- 
tive; then  they  were  overwhelmed  with  distraction  and 
despair.  Mr.  Holwell,  who  had  placed  himself,  at  one  of 
the  windows,  accosted  a  jemmautdaar,  or  seijeant  of  the 
Indian  guard,  «id  having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  com- 
passion, by  drawing  a  padietic  pictute  of  their  sufferinj^, 
promised  to  gratify  him  with  a  thousand  rupees  in  the  morn- 
ing, if  he  could  find  means  to  remove  one  half  of  them  into 
a  separate  apartment.  The  soldier,  allured  by  the  promise 
of  suoh  a  reward,  assured  him  he  wpuld  do  his  endeavour 
for  their  relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpose,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  returned,  and  told  him  that  the  suba,  by  whose 
order  alone  such  a  step  could  be  taken,  was  asleep,  and  no 
person  durst  disturb  his  repose.  By  this  time  a  profuse 
sweat  had  broke  out  on  every  individual,  and  this  was 
attended  with  an  insatiable  thirst,  which  becaihe  the  more 
intolerable  as  the  body  was  drained  of  iu  moisture.  In 
vain  those  miserable  objects  stripped  themselves  of  their 
clothes,  squatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats,  to  produce  a  refreshing  undulation.  Many 
were  unable  to  rise  again  from  this  posture,  but  falling  down 
were  trod  to  death,  or  suffocated.  The  dreadful  symptom 
of  thirst  was  now  accompanied  with  a  difficulty  of  respira^ 
tiou,  and  every  individuid  gasped  for  breath.  Their  des- 
pair became  outrageous :  again  they  attempted  to  force  the 
door,  and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra- 
tion and  abuse.  The  cry  of  "  water !  water  !'*  issued  from 
every  mouth.  Even  the  jemmautdaar  was  moved  to  com* 
passion  at  their  distress.  He  ordered  his  soldiers  to  bring 
some  skins  of  w^ter,  which  served  only  to  eivrage  the  appe- 
tite, and  inerease  the  general  agitation.  There  was  no  other 
way  of  conveying  it  through  the  windows  but  by  hats,  and 
this  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  eagerness  and  trans« 
ports  of  the  wretched  prisoners,  who  at  sight  of  it  struggled 
and  rave4  even  in  fits  of  delirium.    ](n  consequence  of  these 


cimtesIS)  ver3r  littk  reached  those  who  stood  oear^t  the 
windows,  while  the  rest,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  prison^ 
were  totally  excluded  from  all  relief,  and  continued  calling 
upon  tWeir  friends  for  assistance,  and  conjuring  them  by  all 
the  tender  cries  of  pity  and  affipction.  To  those  who  were 
indulged,  it  proved  pernicious :  for,  instead  of  allaying  their 
thirst,. it  enraged  their  impatience  for  more*  The  confusion 
became  general  and  horrid:  all  was  clamour  and  contest; 
those  who  were  at  a  distance  endeavoured  to  force  their 
passage  to  the  window,  and  the  weak  were  pressed  down  to 
die  ground,  never  to  rise  again*  The  inhuman  ruffians 
without,  derived  entertainment  from  their  misery:  they 
supplied  the  prisoners  with  more  water,  and  held  up  lights 
dose  to  the  bars  that  they  might  enjoy  the  inhuman  plea*' 
sure  of  seeing  them  fight  for  the  baneful  indulgence*  Mr* 
Uolwell  seeing  aU  his  particular  friends  lying  dead  around 
him,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  living,  findii^  himself  wedged 
up  so  ck)6e  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  as  the 
last  instance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would  remove  the 
pressure,  and  a^ow  him  to  retire  from  the  window,  that  he 
might  die  in  quiet*  Even  in  those  dreadful  circumstac^s, 
which  might  be  supposed  to  have  levelled  all  distinction, 
the  poor  delirious  wretches  manifested  a  respect  for  his 
nmk  and  character :  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced 
his  ^atsi^  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which  was  not 
crowded  so  mnch,  because,  by  this  time,  about  one-third  of 
the  number  had  perished,  and  lay  in  little  compass  <m  the 
floor,  while  the  rest  still  crowtied  to  both  windows*  He 
retired  to  a  platform  at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  and 
laying  down  upon  some  of  his  dead  friends,  recommended 
his.  soul  to  heiven*  Here  his  thirst  grew  insupportable ; 
his  difficulty  in  breathing  increased,  and  he  was  seized  with 
a  str<»Kg  palpitation*  These  violent  symptoms,  which  .he 
coidd  hot  bear,  urged  him  to  make  anoth^  effort :  he  forced 
his  way  hack  to  the  window,  and  cried  aloud,  ^^  water !  for  - 
God's^sake !"  He  had  been  supposed  already  dead  by  his 
,  wretched /^oavpanions,  but  finding  him  stiU  aUve,  they  exhib- 
ited, another  extraordinary  proof  of  tenderness  and  regard 
to  hb  person:  "  6ive  him  water,"  they  cried;  nor  would 
atiy  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it  imtil  he  had  drank*  He 
now  breathed  more  freely,  and  (he  palpitation  caased :  but 
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todiDg  kffluttf  irtill  OMire  thintjr  after  drinking,  he  ; 
cd  from  water,  and  moialaied  his  mooth  from  time  to  dae, 
liy  sucking  the  perspiniticm  from  his  shirt  sleerc*^  The 
■Euserabie  pritonersy  perceiving  the  water  nudier  aggraraled 
than  relieT^  their  distress,  grew  damoross  for  air,  and 
repealed  their  insnhs  to  die  gnard,  loading  the  suba  and  his 
governor  widi  the  most  virulent  reproach.  From  railing, 
they  had  recourse  to  prayer,  beseeching  heaven  to  put  an 
end  to  their  misery*  They  now  began  to  drop  on  all  hands ; 
but  then  a  steam  arose  from  the  living  and  die  dead,  as  p«mr 
gent  and  volatile  as  spirits  of  hartsfaom;  to  diat  att  who 
could  not  approach  the  windows  were  suffocated.  Mr. 
iMweU^  bemg  weary  of  life,  retired  once  more  to  the  ^at* 
form,  and  stretched  himself  by  die  Rev.  Mr.  J^rvis  Belk'' 
my,  who,  together  with  his  son,  a  lieutenant,  lay  dead  in 
each  other's  embrace.  In  this  situation  he  was  soon  de{Hi- 
ved  of  senae,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  tffi  day  broke, 
when  his  body  was  discovered,  and  removed  by  his  survi- 
ving friends  to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the  fresh  aie 
revived  him,  and  be  was  restored  to  his  sight  and^aeosea^ 
The  subsy  at  last,  being  informed  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  prisoners  Wiere  suffocated,  inquired  if  the  cinef  was 
alive ;  and  being  answered  in  die  affirmative,  sent  an  order 
for  their  immediate  release^  when  no  more  than  twen^three 
survived  of  a  hundred  and  forty-six  who  had  entered  alive* 
$  XL.  Nor  was  the  k^e  deliverance,  even  of  these  few, 
owing  to  any  sentiment  of  compassioa  in  the  viceroy.  He 
had  received  intimation,  that  there  was  a  considendile  trea- 
sure secreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  Mr.  Holwell  knew  the 
|>lace  where  it  was  deposited.  That  gendeman,  who,  widi 
his  surviving  companions,  had  been  seized  iirit^  a  putrid 
fever,  immediately  upcm  their  release,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  suba,  who  <}uestioned  him 
about  the  treasure,  which  existed  no  where  but  in  his  own 
inmginsftion  ;  and  would  give  no  credit  to  his  prcvtesutions, 
when  he  solemnly  deohured  he  knew  of  no  such  deposit. 
Mr.  HolweUand  three  of  his  frieads  werekfded  miAt^feu 

ters,  and  x:anveyed  three    miles  from  the  Indiattr^dahip^ 

'  **   .        .   ^   . 

h  In  his  (Ipspair  of  obteining  Tat^i*»  this  un)u^>[^  gontiemau  had  attempted 
to  drink  "His  own  urine,  but  founa  it  intolerably  bitter;  whereas  the  moisture  that 
Soired-firom  the  porei  of  iiisbody  was  soft^  pleasant,  and  tvfreBhitig. 


where  they  by  all  nigbl  expoBed  to  a  tinMd*  fftin  i'  next 
morning  they  were  brought  bade  to  t(|wn^  still  manackdi 
under  the  scorching  beams  of  a  sun  intensely  hot ;  and  mnst 
infidliUy  have  expired,  had  not  natare  expelled  the  fever  in 
large  pidnful  boils,  that  covered  aloKist  the^ilrhole  body*  In 
i&is  piteous  condition  they  were  embarked  in  an  open  boot 
for  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underwent  such 
eruel  ^eatment  and  misery  in  their  passage,  as  wotdd  shock 
die. humane  reader,  should  he  peruse  the  particulars.  At 
Miixadavad  they  were  led  through  die  city  in  chains,  as  ft 
spectacle  to  the  inhabitants,  lodged  in  an  open  staUe,  andl 
treated  for  scnne  days  acs  the  worst  of  criminals.  At  lengthy 
the  suba's  grandmother  interposed  her  mediation  in  their 
behalf;  and  as  that  prince' was  by  this  time  convinced  that 
there  was  no  treasure  concealed  at  Calcutta,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  set  at  liberty.  When  some  of  his  syco]5hant8  oppo- 
sed the  indulgence,  representing  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  stitt 
enough  left  to  pay  a  considerable  ransom,  he  replied  with 
some  jftMHrks  of  compunction  and  generosity,  ^  If  he  has 
^  any  thing  left,  let  him  keep  it:  has  sufferings  have 
^^  been  great :  he  shall  have  his  liberty.'^  Mr.  Hoi* 
well  and  his  friends  were  no  sooner  unfettered,  than 
Aey  took  water  for  tiie  Dutch  tamksall  or  mint,  in  the 
neigMbourhood  of  that  city,  where  they  were  reteivcd  widi 
great  tenderness  and  humanity.  The  reader,  we  hope,  w^ 
excttse  us  for  having  thus  particularized  a  transaction  so 
intere^ng  and  extraordinary  in  all  its  circumstances.  The 
suba  having  destroyed  C^dcutta,  and  dispersed  the  inhabit* 
ants,  extorted  lai^e  sums  from  the  French  and  Dutch  £iae« 
lories,  that  he  mag^t  display  a  spirit  of  impartiality  against 
all  the  Europeans,  even  in  hh  oppression,  and  returned  to 
his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  triumph.  By  the  reduction  of 
Cidctttta,  the  English  East  India  company^  affairs  were  sd 
much  embroiled  in  that  part  of  the  worid  that  perhaps 
nothing  couU  have  retrieved  them  but  the  interposition  of 
a  national  foroe,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whose 
enterprises  were  alwa3rs  crowned  with  success. 

$  XLL  As  the  English  East  India  company  had,  for  n 
whole  century,  been  at  a  considerable  expense  in  ouiintain- 
ing  a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  protect  their  ships  from 
the  ^raciea*of  the  Afigrias,  who  had  rendered  themselves 
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independent  princes,  and  fiDrtified  Gerkb  in  diat  neighbour- 
hood; manjr  unsvccesBfiii  attenpts  had  been  made  to 
destroy  their  naval  power,  and  reduce  the  fortress,  under 
which  diey  alwajrs  took  shelter*  In  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundi^ed  and  fifi^-feur,thc  fleet  of  Tullagee  An- 
gria,  the  reigning  pmce,  attacked  three  Dutch  ships  of 
force,  which  they  cither  took  or  destroyed*  Elated  with 
this  success,  he  boasted  that  he  should  in  a  little  time  sweep 
the  seas  of  the  Europeans,  and  began  to  build  some  large 
ships,  to  reinforce  hb  grabs  and  gaUivats,  which,  were  the 
vessels  on  which  he  had  formeriy  depended.  Next  year 
his  neighbours  the  Mahrattas,  having  signified  to  the  pre* 
sidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  disposed  to  join  in  the 
necessary  service  of  humUing  this  common  enemy  so  for- 
midable to  die  whcde  Malabar  coast,  commodore  James 
was  detached  with  some  ships  of  force  tb  attack  Angria,  in 
conjunction  with  those  allies.  They  accordingly  joined  him 
with  seven  grabs  and  sixty  gallivats*  They  proceeded  to 
the  harbour  of  Sevemdroog,  where  Angria's  fleet  lay  at 
anchor :  but  they  no  sponer  received  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach than  they  slipped  their  cables,  and  stood  out  to  sea. 
He  chased  them  with  all  the  canvass  he  could  carry ;  but  their 
vessels  being  lighter  than  his,  they  escaped;  and  he  returned 
to  Sevemdroog,  which  is  a  fortress  situated  on  an  island 
within  musket  shot  of  the  main  land,  strongly,  but  irregu- 
larly fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of  cannon. 
There  were  three  other  small  forts  on  the  contment,  the 
largest  of  which  was  called  Goa.  On  the  second  day  of 
April,  the  commodore  began  to  batter  and  bombard  the 
island,  fort,  and  fort  Goa,  at  the  same  time»  That  of  Se- 
vemdroog was  set  on  fire ;  one  of  the  magazines  blew  up  ; 
a  general  conflagration  ensued ;  the  garrisons  were  over* 
whelmed  with  fire  and  confusion ;  the  English  seamen 
landed  under  cover  of  the  fire  from  die  ships,  and  took  the 
place  by  storm  with  very  litde  loss.'  The  other  forts  were 
immediately  surrendered,  and  all  of  these,  by  treaty  deli* 
vered  to  the  Mahrattas.  On  the  eighth  of  April,  thercom- 
modore  anchored  off  Bancote,  now  called  Fort  Victoria,  one 
of  the  most  northern  parts  of  Angrta's  dominion,  which 
surrendered  without  opposition,  and  still  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  English  East  India  company,  by  the  consent 
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tat  the  MakratUs.  The  harbour  is  good,  and-bere  b  a 
great  trade  for  salt  and  other  commodities  sent  hither  from 
Bombay*  , 

$  XLII.  It  was  in  November  folfowing,  that  the  squa* 
dron  under  admiral  Watson  arrived  at  Bombay,  where  it 
was  resolved  to  give  Angria  the  finishing  stroke,  still  in 
ccmjunction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Meanwhile  commodore 
James  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  Geriah,  the  capital  of  his 
dominions,  and  to  sound  the  depth  of  the  harbour ;  a  service 
.which  be  successfully  performed.  The  admiral  being  joined 
by  a  division  oiF  ships,  fitted  out  at  the  company's  expense, 
having  on  board  a  body  of  troops  commanded  by  colonel 
CUve,  sailed  on  the  seventh  day  of  February,  and  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  consisting 
of  four  grabs,. and  forty  smaller  vessels,  called  gallivats, 
laying  to  the  northward  of  the  place,  in  a  creek  called  Raji- 
pore;  and  a  land  army  of  horse  and  foot  amounting  to 
seven  or  eight  thousand  men,  the  whole  commanded  by 
Rhamagee  Punt,  who  had  already  taken  one  small  fort, 
and  was  actually  treating  about  Uie  surrender  of  Geriah. 
Angria  himself  had  quitted  the  place,  but  his  wife  and 
family  remained  under  the  protection  of  his  brother-in-law ; 
who,  being  summoned  to. surrender  by  a  message  from  the 
adoiiral,  replied  that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  last 
extremity.  In  ccmsequence  of  this  refusal,  the  whole 
English  fleet, in  two  divbions,  sailed  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
Pebruary  into  the  harbour,  and  sustained  a  warm  fire  fVom 
the  enemy's  batteries  as  they  passed,  as  well  as  from  the 
paba  posted  in  the  harbour  for  that  purpose ;  this,  however^ 
was  soon  silenced  after  the  ships  were  brought  to  their 
stations^  so  as  to  return  the  salutation.  Between  the  hours 
of  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  shell  being  thrown  into 
one  of  Angria's  armed  vessels,  set  her  on  fire;  and  the 
flames  communicating  to  the  rest,  they  were  all  destroyed; 
between  six  and  seven  the  fort  was  set  on  fire  by  another 
shell ;  and  soon  after  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.  The 
admiral,  suspecting  that  the  governor  of  the  place  would 
surrender  it  to  the  Mahrattas  rather  than  to  the  English, 
disembarked  all  the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might 
oe  at  hand^  in  case  of  emergency,  to  take  possession.  In 
the  mean  time^  the  fort  was.  bombarded;  the  line  of  battle 
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Mfs  irere  waifwil  near  eooi^h  to  batter  in  breach ;  and 
tben  the  admiral  aent  an  oftcer,  with  k  flag  of  tmce  to  the 
governor,  requirmg  him  to  surrender.  His  proposal  being 
Bgm  refected,  the  English  ships  renewed  their  &-e  next 
day  with  redoubled  vigour.  About  one  o'dotk  the  maga^^ 
sine  of  the  fort  bkw  up,  and  at  four  die  garrison  hung  out 
a  white  flag  for  capituladon*  Hie  parley  Aat  ensued 
jinDving^ineflectUfll,  the  engagement  began  again,  and  con- 
tinued till  fifteen  minutes  after  five;  when  the  white  flag 
was  again  displayed,  and  now  the  governor  submitted  to 
the  terms  which  were  imposed*  Angria's  flag  was  imme* 
diately  hauled  down;  and  two  English  captams  taking 
possession  of  the  fort  with  a  detachment,  fcntbwith  hcnsted 
the  British  ensign.  To  diese  captains,  whose  names  were 
Buchannan  and  Forbes,  the  Mahrattas  offered  a  bribe  of 
fifty  thousand  rupees,  if  they  would  billow  them  to  pass 
their  guards,  that  they  might  take  possession  of  the  fort  for 
themselves;  but  this  offer  was  rejected  with  disdain,  and 
immediately  disclosed  to  colonel  Clive,  who  todk  effbctual 
measures  to  frustrate  their  design.  In  this  place,  which 
was  reduced  with  very  inconsiderable  loss,  the  conquerors 
found  above  two  hundred  cannon,  six  brass  mortars,  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition,  with  money  and  effects  •  to  die 
value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds.  The 
fleet  which  was  destroyed  consisted  of  eight  grabs,  one  ship 
finished,  two  upon  the  stocks,  and  a  good  number  of  galli- 
vatSi  Among  the  prisoners,  the  admiral  found  Angria^s 
wife,  children,  and  mother,  towards  whom  he  demeaned 
himself  with  great  humanity.  Three  hundred  European 
soldiers  and  as  many  sepoys,  were  left  to  guard  the  fort ; 
and  four  of  the  company's  armed  vessels  remained  in  the 
harbour  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  which  was  extremely 
well  situated  for  commerce.^ 

$  XLIII.  The  admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  sailed  back  td 
Madras  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was  formed  for  " 

i  When  the  admiral  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  family  sfieddin^ 
Aoods  of  tears,  fell  with  their  fiiiees  to  the  ground  {  from  whieh  heing  raiaed,  the 
,  mother  of'^ngria,  told  him,  in  a  piteous  tone,  the  people  had  no  king,  she  no  80ii|« 
her  daughter  no  husband,  their  children  no  father.  The  admiral  replying, 
**  they  must  look  upon  him  as  their  father  aad  their  friend  ("  tbe  youi^Bst  boy. 
about  six  years  of  age,  seized  hira  by  the  hand,  and  aobbkig  exclaimed,  "  dien  voi» 
•hall  be  my  father.*^  Mr.  Watson  was  so  afteeted  with  this  pathetic  udd^esa,  Uitt: 
the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeki^  while  he  aMured  them  th^y  m%ht  ^pea4 
japon  liis  pi*otection  and  friendship. 
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restoring  the  compan3r'8  affairs  upon  the  Ganges,  recovering 
Calcutta,  an9  taking  vengeance  on  the  cruel  viceroy  of  Ben- 
gal* In  October  they  set  sail  again  for  the  bottom  of  the 
bay;  and  about  the  beginning  of  December  arrived  at 
Balasore,  in  the  kingdom  of  BengaL  Having  crossed  the 
Braces,  they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Falta, , 
where  they  found  governor  Drake,  .and  the  other  persons 
who  had  escap^  on  board  of  the  ships  when  Calcutta  was 
invested.  Colonel  Clive  was  disembarked  with  his  forces 
to  attack  the  fort  of  Busbudgia  by  land,  white  the  admiral 
battered  it  by  sea;  but  the  place  being  ill  provided  with 
cannon,  did  not  hold  out  ^>ove  an  hour  after  the  firing 
began.  This  conquest  being  achieved  at  a  very  ^isy 
purchase,  two  of  the  great  ships  anchored  between  Tan^y 
fort  anci  a  battery  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  were 
abandoneii  before  one  shot  was  discharged  against  either; 
thus  the  passage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta,  the  reduction 
of  which .  we  shall  reoml  among  the  transactions  of  the 
ensuii^year* 
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*ni  %  \\\  ^ikcmurl^  taifeii  %  the  Khtg^f^PhiSiHa^m^ 
Skc^  tfigfanifiMr.  §  ilf*.  EndtMiours^me  Qmri  'iff 
Vtefihh  'tofA^trdte  thefn.  %  f  V.  -HHr  Ph^iMn  iOfeMf^ 
mrrha^s  ^h  "es^fmidtidnfhrHi  the  ^Efkpi'e^  S^Mem     %  V^ 
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Vehr,  hhdmet&tip^hh  KSht  b/'PtMUhki^  IHim.  ^  Vllt. 
Prussian  army  penetrates  into  Bohemia^  anid  j^g^^  the 
Rattle  ^of  Lowoschutz.  §  IX.  Saxon  army  surrenders* 
§  X.  Xing'  of  Poland* s  memorial  to  the  States.  GeneraL 
§  XI.  Imperial  Decrees  published  against  the  king'  of 
Prussia.  §  XII.  Declarations  of  different  ptrwcrs. 
$  XIII*  His  Prussian  Ma*esty^s  answer  to  the  Saxon 
memorial.  $  XIV.  And  justification  of  his  conduct. 
§  XV.  Remarks  on  both  those  pieces.  $  XVI.  JDw- 
putes  bettpeen  the  Parliament  of  Paris  and  the  Clergy. 
$  XVII.  Dearth  of  Corn  in  England.  %  XVIII.  Han- 
overian auxiliaries  sent  back.  $  XIX.  Session  opened. 
$  XX.  Debates  on  the  address.  $  XXI.  Bill  passed  for 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Corn.  Message  to  the 
house  concerning  Adm.  Byng.  $  XXII.  Supplies  grant- 
ed. $  XXIII.  Reflections  on  thp  Continental  wart 
§  XXIV.  Messages  from  the  King  to  the  ParUameni^ 
^  XXV.  Measures  taken  to  remove  the  scarcity  ef  Corn^ 
§  XXVI,  Militia  bill,  §  XXVII.  Petitions  for  and 
against  it.  $  XXVIII,  Altered  by  the  Lords.  $  XXIX. 
fiillfof  quartering  the  foreign  troops^  and  for  regulating 
the  marines  while  on  shore.  $  XXX.  Bill  for  the  more 
jfpeedtf  recruiting  the  land  forces  and  marines^    Act  rer 


Imm  r^i^mg  tPi  th^  rofigf^  of  Ifeftiw^  <m^  t^  fhe  hfir 
prwfimpnt  ^J  thfi  firitifi^  fift^ryi.  §  XXXI|«  4^t  for 
importii^  4meric€fn  ir^Uj  di^ty  free;.  §  XX^I(I«  i?^p^r 
laiions  vdth  respfct  U  the  in^rt^tion  ofsilA*  $  ^XXIV* 
Smugglers  encouragtut  fp  ^nUr  into  hfis  Mye^ty^^  ^fXr 
vhe^  ^  XXXV.  //tft^iry  into  the  ^qrcity  (f  Qorn^ 
$  XXXVI.  Inv€9tigati^n  of  thp  loss  of  j^t^orca, 
$  XXXVIIf  Eximmatiqn  tf  the  Apicricofi  contrqpU 
$  XXXVIIL  t^mry  int^  the  conduct  ofAdm*  Knowfcfy 
OK  Governor  rf  yamaicd.  $  XXXIX.  Resolutions  cqncrrnr 
ing  Milford  haven*  $  XL.  ^ess^ot^  closed.  §  ^^h 
Trial  of  .^fm.  Byng*  $  XLH*  Recommended,  to  mercy 
$  XLIil.  Jfeos^g0  from  thp  Kit^g  to  the  Parlifpnpnt^ 
respecting  the  oentenep.  %  XLIV.  Bill  to  reletise  t^ 
Memhere  of  the  Court  Mcu^tial  ffon^  their  q^th  ofsecresy* 
§  XhV.  £scecution  ^  Adm.  Byng.  $  Xtyi.  Paper 
delivered  by  him  to  the  Marshal  of  thf  Adn^ralty^ 
^  XLVll.  Remaris  on  his  fate. 

$  l^  HAVING  thus,  to  the  best  pf  oor  po^iirer^ 
gtYtn  a  faithful  aind  exact  detail  of  every  material  eyeot, 
in  which  Great  Britain  was  concerned  either  at  home,  or  19 
her  settlements  i^Kroad,  4uring  the  grieatest  part  of  |he  year 
jone  thpus^uid  seve^  hundred  and  fifi^-si^,  we  shall  noif 
return  to  Europe,  tod  endeavour  to  explain  the  beginning 
of  a  bloody  war  in  Germany,  which  then  seemed  to  hav^ 
become  the  chief  object  of  the  British  councils.  On  the 
f\vt  of  a  rupture  between  Fr^ce  and  England,  it  waf 
natural  for  his  Britannic  miye^ty  to  provide  for  the  safe^ 
of  his  Sectoral  dominions,  the  only  quarter  by  which  hf 
was  at  aU  luccessible  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  w^o  he 
foresaw  would  not  fail  to  annoy  him  through  that  nvenue. 
He,  at  that  time,  stood  upon  iadifferent  term^  wUh  the 
king  of  Prudsia,  who  was  con^icjLered  as  a  partis^  and 
ally  of  France :  and  he  knew-  that  the  house  of  Austri^t 
alone  would  not  be  sufficient  to  support  him  against  tW9 
such  powerful  aotagooi^s.  In  this  emergency,  jie  had 
recourse  to  tfie  empress  of  Russia,  who,  in  conseqv^nce  of 
a  large  subsidy  granted  by  England,  engaged  to  furnish  n 
strong  body  of  forces  for  the  defence  of  Ua^pyerjk  Hji# 
{PrH89^  majesty,  startled  at  thp  conditions  of  thii|.jtr9»^ 
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took  an  opporttinity  to  declare  that  he  ^ifoiild  not  suffer 
foreign  forces  of  any  nation  to  enter  the  empire,  either  as 
principals  or  auxiliaries ;  a  declaration  whith  probably 
flowed  from  a  jealousy  and  aversion  he  had  conceived  to 
the  court  of  Petersburgh,  as  well  as  from  a  resolution  he  had 
formed  of  striking  some  great  stroke  in  Germany,  without 
any  risk  of  being  restricted  or  controlled.  He  knew  her 
should  give  umbrage  to  the  French  king,  who  had  already 
made  preparations  for  penetrating  into  Westphalia  i  but  be 
took  it  for  granted  he  should  be  able  to  emchange  his  con- 
nexions with  France  for  the  alliance  with  Great  Britahi, 
which  would  be  much  less  troublesome,  and  much  more 
productive  of  advantage ;  indeed,  such  an  alliance  was  the 
necessary  consequence  of  his  declaration.  Had  his  Britan- 
nic majesty  made  a  requisition  of  the  Russirm  anxiliaries, 
he  must  have  exposed  himself  to  the  resentment  of  a  war- 
like tnonarch,  who  hovered  on  the  skirts  of  his  electorate 
^t  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  men,  and 
could  have  subdued  the  whole  country  in  one  week ;  and  if 
he  forfebore  to  avail  himself  of  the  treaty  with  the  czarina, 
he  did  not  know  how  soon  the  king  of  Prussia  might  be 
reconciled  to  bis  most  christian  mtijcsty^s  design  of  inva- 
sion. As  for  the  empress  queen,  her  attention  was  engrossed 
by  schemes  for  her  interest  or  preservation  ;  and  her  hands 
so  full,  that  she  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  fulfil  the 
engagements  she  had  contracted  with  her  former  and  firmest 
allies.  In  these  circumstances  the  king  of  England  sought 
and  obtained  the  alliance  of  Prussia,  which,  to  the  best  of 
our  comprehension,  entailed  upon  Great  Britain  the  enor- 
mous burden  of  extravagant  subsidies^  together  with  the 
intolerable  expense  of  a  continental  war,  without  being 
productive  of  one  advantage,  either  positive  ornegatix'e,  to 
England  or  Hanover.  On  the  contrary,  thi*  connexion 
threw  the  empress  queen  into  the  arms  of  France,  whose 
friendship  she  bought  at  the  expense  of  the  bJarrier  in  the" 
Netherlands,  acquired  with  infinite  labour,  by  the  Mood  and 
treasure  of  the  maritime  powers :  it  gave  birth  to  a  con- 
federacy of  despotic  princes  ;  sufficient,  if  their  joint  force 
was  fully  exerted,  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  all  the  free  . 
states  in  Europe ;  and,  after  all,  Hanover  has  been  over- 
run, and  subdued  by  the -enemy ;  and  the  king  of  Prussia 
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put  to  the  ban  of  the  empire.  All  these  consequences  arc^ 
we  apprehend,  fairly  deductble  from  the  resolution  which 
his  Prussian  majesty  took,  at  this  juncture,  to  precipitate  a 
war  with  the  house  of  Austria*  iHie  apparent  motives  that 
prompted  him  to  this  measure  we  shall  presently  explain^ 
In  the  mean  time,  the  defensive  treaty  between  the  empress 
queen  and  France  was  no  sooner  ratified,  than  the  czarina 
was  tnvhed  to  accede  to  the  alliance,  and  a  private  minister 
sent  from  Paris  to  Petersburgh,  to  negotiate  the  conditions 
of  this  accession,  which  the  empress  of  Russia  accordingly 
embraced:  a  circumstance  so  agreeable  to  the  court  of 
Versailles,' that  the  marquis  de  L'Hopital  was  immediately 
appointejl  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  Russia.  Applications  was  likewise  made  to 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Turin,  soliciting  their  concur* 
rence;  but  their  catholic  and  Sardinian  majesties  wisely 
resolved  to  observe  a  neutrality.  At  the  same  time, 
Intrigues  were  begun  by  the  French  emissaries  in  the  senate 
of  Sweden,  in  order  to  kindle  up  a  war  between  that  nation 
and  Prussia ;  and  their  endeavours  succeeded  in  the  sequel, 
even  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  their  sovereign.  At 
present,  a  plot  was  discovered  for  altering  the  form  of 
government,  by  increasing  the  power  of  the  crown ;  and 
several  persons  of  rank  being  convicted  upon  trial,  were 
beheaded  as  principals  in  this  conspiracy.  Although  it  did 
not  appear  that  the  king  or  queen  were  at  all  concerned  in 
the  scheme,  his  Swedish  majesty  thought  himself  so  hardly 
treated  by  the  diet,  that  he  threatened  to  resign  his  royalty, 
and  retire  into  his  own  hereditary  dominions.  This  design 
was  extremely  disagreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  who 
espoused  his  cause  in  opposition  to  the  diet,  by  whom  they 
conceived  themselves  more  oppressed  than  they  should 
have  been  under  an  unlimited  monarchy. 

$  11.  The  king  of  Prussia,  alarmed  at  these  formidable 
alliances,  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  completed,  and  held 
in  readiness  to  tnarch  at  the  first  notice ;  and  a  report  was 
industriously  circulated,  that  by  a  secret  article  in  the  late 
treaty  between  France  and  the  house  of  Austria,^  these 
two  powers  had  obliged  themselves  to  destroy  the  pro- 
testant  religion,  and  Overturn  the  freedom  of  the  empire,  by 
a  forced  election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.     The  cry  of 
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rdigion  w«s  bo  tmp^Udc  meMttre :  but  it  tip  longer  pio^ 
duced  the  same  effect  as  in  timet  past.     Hsligioo  was  mai^ 
a  prelence  on  both  aides ;  for  the  partiaa^  ^  the  empifsi^ 
(lueen  insinuated,  on  all  occasions,  that  the  rai^  of  the 
catholic   faith  in  Gennany  was  the   principal  ol^ject  of 
the  new  alHance  between  the  kifigs  of  Gre;rt  Bri^in  aii4 
PrusMa*     It  was  in  consequence  of  su«h  suggestions,  thaf 
bis  Britannic  majesty  ordered  his  eleciopal  minister  at  the 
diet,  to  deliyer  a  memorial  to  all  the  ministffvs  at  Ri|t»T 
bon,  expressing  his  surprise  to  find  the  treaty  he  had  con-! 
eluded  with  the  king  of  Prussia  industri#ufly^repres«i^ed 
as  a  ground  of  apprehension  and  umbrage,  ^^ecrnlly  for 
religion*     He  observed,  that  as  France  b^  made  ope^ 
dispositions  (or  invading  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  an4 
disturbing  the  peace  of  (he  empire ;  that  2»  he  had  bee^ 
denied,  by  the  empress  queen,  the  succours  stipulated  in 
treaties  of  alliance ;  and  as  he  was  refused  assistaiice  by  cer* 
latn  states  of  the  empire,  who  eyen  seemed  disposed  to  favour 
auch  a  .diversion :  he  had,  in  prder  to  provide  for  the  sp^^ 
curity  of  his  own  dominions,  to  estaUish  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  the  empire,  and  m^iatain  its  system  and  privileges, 
without  any  prejudice  to  religion,  concluded  a  defensive 
treaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia :  that,  by  this  instance  of 
patriotic  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  Germany,  he  had  done  an 
easential  service  to  the  empress  queen,  and  performed  tha 
part  which  the  head  of  the  empire,  in  dignity  and  duty, 
ought  to  have  acted ;  that  time  would  demonstrate  ham 
little  it  was  the  interest  of  the  empress  queen  to  engage  ia 
a  strict  alliance  with  a  foreign  power,  which,  for  upwards 
of  two  centuries,  had  ravaged  the  principal  provinces^f  the 
empire,  0iaintained  repeated   wars  against  the  archduca) 
bouse  of  Austria,  had  always  epde^VQured*  as  it  suited  b^r 
views,  to  excite  distrust  and  dissension  among  the  princef 
and  st^es  that  compose  the  Germanic  body.  -"^ 

$  III,  The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  Considerable 
armies  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia;  yet  pretended  that  they 
had  nothing  in  view  bot  self  preservation,  and  solemnly  disf 
claimed '  botli  the  secret  article^  and  the  design  which  had 
been  laid  to  their  charge*  His  most  christian  m(^sty  de« 
clared,  by  his  minister  at  Berlin,  that  he  had  no  other  in- 
tention but  to  maintun  the  public  trjinqvitfiQr  of  E^ropej 


an^  i^Ui  bidllg^  ^M  sole  ettd  tit  M  his  tneasoTM^  kt  bekeU 
wHk  stti^rift^  the  )^pftitittoii^  and  armamams  6f  ceitidti 
piHcmtates :  that,  nrhat^sver  might  be  the  r'ltw  with  which 
lihev  were  Aade,  he  was  ditpofted  to  make  use  of  the  power 
#hlch  God  had  ^ut  into  Ub  hMids,  not  oidy  to  maintain  the 
pttbli9  p^ace  eJF  Eimype  agujlist  all  who  should  attempt  to 
iKtiftuib  it,  hot  also  to  employ  aH  his  forces,  agreeably  to  bis 
^togfageiaeMs,  for  the  aisiatam^  ^f  his  ally,  in  case  her  do- 
ailkiiottii  Sboidd  be  altecfeed :  ftt^Uy,  thtft  he  would  act  in 
1^  sarnie  maMler  in  i>ehatf  of  alt  die  other  powers  with 
a4ioaa  he  vaa  in  aUtaacls»     This  intimation  made  very  little 
iEispros^ion  upon  the  king  of  Prassis,  who  had  already 
lofwed  his  phn,  and  was  determined  to  execute  his  pur- 
pose.    W^it  his  original  plan  might  have  been,  we  shaft 
aot  f^t^etiekid  lo  disclose ;  nor  do  we  believe  he  impan^  it . 
fa  liny  coafident  or  ally*     It  must  be  confessed,  however, 
Aat  idie  iai^gues  olf  the  court  of  Vienna  furnished  him  with 
a  tfpec^iKs  pr^ei^  lor  drawing  the  sword,  and  commencing 
hostiiitiels.     The  empress  queen  had  some  reason  to  be 
jeata«is  of  such  a  formidable  nei^^itiour*     She  remembered 
his  itroption  into  Bohemia,  in  the  ^ear  one  thousand  seven 
huttdrtd  aad  forty*  four,  at  a  time  when  she  thought  that 
eoanlry,  smd  aU  her  other  dominions,  ^secure  from  his  in- 
i^OB  by  the  treaty  <ft  Breslau,  which  she  had  in  no  par- 
ticiflar  coa^travencd*     She  ensealled  against  tiim  in  different 
#oans  ^f  Surope  ^  she  concluded  a  treaty  wkh<  the  czarina, 
wbioh  liiough  seemingly  defensive,  implied  an  intention  of 
iMkiAg  Oonquests  upon  this  monarch :  she  endeavoured  to 
IbtigagiB  the  khig  of  Prtand,  elector  df  Saxony,  as  a  contract- 
ifag  po^it^i*  in  this  confederacy ;  imd,  if  he  had  not  been 
Ultmid  oir  a  sudden  visk  from  his  neighbour  of  Prussia,  it 
cannot  be  Supposed  but  he  would  have  been  pleased  to 
teatribuie  ^  the  ^mmilfatiott  of  a  prince,  who  had  once 
before,  without  the  least  provocation,  driven  him  from  his 
dominions^  taken  possession  of  his  capital,  routed  his  troops, 
and  obliged  him  to  pay  a  minion  oif  crowns  to  indemnify 
him  ^for  d^  ^lipense  'Of  this  expedition :  but  he  carefully 
avoided  taking  such  a  step  as  might  expose  him  to  another 
isvaaioa,  and  elFea  rtfaHed  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Peters- 
buFgh,tthon^  itwte  expressly  defensive ;  the  Cams  Fcedctua 
^i^  Ml  f^r<)iiiitt  majesty's  altacking  either  of  the  con- 
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tracting  parties.  It  appears,  however,  that  cotmt  de  Bndil, 
prime  minister  and  favourite  of  the  king  of  Poland,  had, 
in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  Austrian  ministers,  car- 
ried on  certain  scandalous  intrigues,  in  order  to  essbroil 
the  king  of  Prussia  with  the  empress  of  Russia,  betwe^ 
whom  a  misunderstanding  had  long  subsisted. 

§  IV.  His  Prussian  majesty,  perceiving  the  militajy 
preparations  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  having  obtained 
intdligence  of  their  secret  negotiations  with  different  powers 
of  £urope,  ordered  M.  de  Kiingraafe,  his  minister  at  the 
Imperial  court,  to  demand  whether  all  those  preparation 
of  war,  on  the  frontiers  of  Silesia,  were  designed  against 
him,  and  what  were  the  intentions  of  her  Imperial  majesty  J 
Xo  this  demand  the  empress  replied,  that  in  the  present 
juncture  she  had  found  it  necessary  to  m^e  armaments,  as 
well  for  her  own  defence  as  for  that  of  her  allies ;  but  that 
they  did  not  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  or  state 
whatever.  The  king,  far  from  being  satisfied  with  this 
general  answer,  sent  fresh  orders  to  Klingraafe,  to  repre* 
sent,  that  after  the  king  had  dissembled,  as  long  as  he  thought 
consistent  with  his  safety  and  honour,  the  bad  designs  im- 
puted to  the  empress  would  not  suffer  him  longer^  to  dis- 
guise his  sentiments:  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
offensive  projects  which  the  two  courts  had  formed  at  Pe- 
tersburgh ;  that  he  knew  they  had  engaged  to  attack  him 
suddenly  with  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  ,men ;  a 
design  which  would  have  been  executed  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  had  not  the  Russian  forces  wanted  recruits,  their  fleet 
mariners,  and  Lovonia  a  sufficient  quantity  of  com  for  their 
support;  that  he  constituted  the  empress  arbiter  of  peace 
or  war :  if  she  desired  the  former,  he  required  a  clear  and 
formal  declaration,  or  positive  assurance,  that  she  had  no 
intention  to  attack  him,  either  diis  year  or  the  next;  but 
he  should  look  upon  an  ambiguous  answer  as  g  declaration 
of  war ;  and  he  called  heaven  to  witness,  that  the  empress 
alone  would  i>e  guilty  of  the  iqnocent  blood  that  should  be 
apilt,  and  all  the  dismal  copsequences  that  would  attend 
the  commission  of  hostilities. 

$  V.  A  declaration  of  this  nature  n^ight  have  provoked 
a  less  haughty  covirt  than  that  of  Vienna,  and^  indeed, 
seems  to  have  been  calculated  on  purpose  to  ex^isperate  the 
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pride  of  her  Imperial  nurjes^,  whose  answet  be  soon  re* 
ceiTed  to  this  effect:  that  lus  majesty  the  king  of  Fntaam 
had  already  been  eaoplcqred^  for  some  time,  in  all  kinda  of 
dw  moat  oonsideraUe  preparationt  of  war,  and  the  moat 
dtsqiitetiag  with  regard  to  the  public  tranquillity,  when  he 
thought  fit  4o  demand  eiqplanations  of  her  maf esty,  touch- 
ing the  smbtary  diarpositiens  that  were  making  in  her  dp- 
odnkms ;  dispositiona  on  which  ahe  had  not  eesolved  till 
after  the  preparatioma  of  his  Prussian  miyesty  had  been 
nuide ;  tlmt  diough  her  majesty,  might  have  declined  c%* 
phuaiiiig  Im-seif  on  those  sabjeets,  which  required  no 
explanation,  she  had  been  jfleaaed  ao  declare,  with  her  own 
mouth,  to  M.  de  Klingraafe,  that  the  critical  state  of.puUio 
afiurs  rendered  the  measures  she  was  taking  dsaplutely  ne- 
cessary for  her  own  safety,  and  that  of  her  allies ;  but  that^ 
in  other  respects,  they  tended  to  the  prejudice  of  no  person 
whatsoerer :  that  her  Imperial  majesty  had  undoubtedly  a 
right  to  form  what  judgn^^nt  she  pleased  on  the  ciroum-* 
stances  of  the  times ;  and  likewise  that  it  belooged  to  none 
bat  herself  to  estimate  her  own  danger :  diat  her  dedaratiott 
aras  so  clear,  she  never  imagined  it  could  be  thought  others 
WiBe :  that  being  accustomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  prac» 
tise,  the  decorums  which  sovereigns  owe  to  each  others  she 
could  not  hear  without  astonishment  and  sensibility  the 
contents  of  the  memorial  now  presented  by  M.  de  Klin- 
graafe ;  so  extnunrdinary,  both  in  the  matter  andeScpressions, 
that  she  would  £nd  herself  under  a  necessity  of  transgress* 
ing  the  bounds  of  that  moderation  which  she  had  prescribed 
to  herself,  were  she  to  answer  the  whole  of  ils  contents  |- 
nevertheless,  she  thought  proper  to  declare,  that  the  in- 
formation communicated  to  his  Prussian  mqesty,  of  aa^ 
offensive  alliance  agahist  him,  subsisting  between  herself 
and  the  empress  of  Russia,  together  with  the  circumstancea 
and  pretended  stipulations  of  that  alliance,  were  absolutelgr 
£dse  and  forged,  for  no  such  treaty  did  exist,  or  ever  had 
existed.  She  concluded  widi  observing,  that  this  deda- 
hition  would  eniriile  all  £tirope  to  judge  of  what  weight 
and  quality  those  dreadful  events  were  vdiich  Klingraafe's 
memorial  announced;  and  to  perceive  that,  in  any  case, 
diey  could  not  be  imputed  to  her  Imperial  miyesty.  Thiji 
answer,  thou^  seemiogly  explicit,  was  not  deemed  suS- 
VoL.  IIL  .         S  s 
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cientljr  categotical,  or,  at  least,  not  suitabk  to  the  purposes 
of  die  king  of  Prussia,  who,  by  his  resident  at  Vienna,  once 
more  declared,  that  if  the  impress  ^^ueen  would  sign  a 
positive  assurance  that  she  wotdd  m>t  attack  his  Prussian 
majesty,^  either  this  year  or  the  next,  he  would  direcdy 
withdraw  his  troops,  and  let  things  be  resUmd  to  their 
former  footing.  This  demand  was  evaded,  on  pretence 
that  such  an  assurance  could  not  be  more  binding  than  the 
solemn  treaty  by  which  he  was  already  secured :  a  treaty 
wbidi  the  empress  queen  had  no  intention  to  violate.  But, 
before  an  answer  could  be  delivered,  the  king  had  actually 
hivaded  Saxony,  and  published  his  declaration  agunst  the 
court  of  Vienna.  The  court  of  Vienna  believing  that  the 
king  of  Prussia  was  bent  upon  employing  his  arm^  some- 
where ;  being  piqued  at  the  dictatorial  manner  in  which  his 
demands  were  conveyed  :  unwilling  to  lay  themselves  under 
further  restrictions;  apprehensive  of  giving  umbrage  to 
their  allies,  and  confident  of  having  provided  for  their  own 
security,  resolved  to  run  the  risk  of  his  resentment,  not 
without  hopes  of  being  indemnified  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
for  tfiat  part  of  iSilesia  which  the  qu^en  had  been  obliged 
to  cede  in  the  treaty  of  Breslau. 

$  VI.  Both  sides  being  thus  prepared,  and  perhaps 
equally  eager  for  action*  the  king  of  Prussia  would  no  longer 
suspend  his  operations,  and  the  storm  fell  first  upon  Saxony. 
He  resolved  to  penetrate  through  that  country  into  Bohe- 
mia, and  even  to  take  possession  of  it  as  a  frontier,  as  well 
ad  for  the  convenience  of  ingress  and  egress,  to  and  front 
the  Austrian  dominions.  Besides,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  was  connected  with 
the  czarin^  and  die  empress  queen ;  therefore,  he  thought 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  leave  that  prince  in  any  condition 
to  give  him  the  least  disturbance.  His  army  entered  the 
Saxon  territory  towards  the  latter  end  of  August,  when  he 
pubished  a  declaration,  importing  that  the  unjust  conduct 
and  dangerous  views  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  against  his 
majesty's  dominions  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
proper  measures  for  protecting  his  territories  and  subjects  $ 
that  for  this  purpose  he  could  not  forbear  taking  the  disa- 
greeable resc^ution  to  enter  with  his  troops  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Pdiand^  elector  dF 


Saocony:  ,but  fae  pibtested  before  G^  and  man,  that  on 
account  of  his  personal  esteem  and  friendship  for  that 
prince,  he  would  not  have  proceeded  to  this  extremiQr,  had 
he  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the' laws  of  war,  the  fatality  of 
the  pineaent  conjunctore,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
the  defence  and  securi^  c^  his  subjects.  He  reminded  the 
public  of  ^^he  tendemessr  with  which  he  had  treated  the 
doctor  of  Saxcmy,  during  die  campaign  of  the  year  one 
dioitsand  seven  hundred  md  forty-four,  and  of  tlie  bad 
consequences  resulting  to  that  mcmarch  from  his  engage- 
ments with  the  enemies  of  Prussia.  He  declared  that  the 
apjH^ensions  of  being  exposed  again  to  such  enterprises, 
had  obliged  him  to  take  those  precautions  which  prudence 
dictated :  but  he  protested  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
he  had  no  hostile  views  against  his  Polish  majesty  or  his 
dominions :  that  his  troops  did  not  enter  Saxony  as  ene- 
mies, and  he  had  taken  care  that  diey  should  observe  the 
best  or^r  and  the  most  exact  discipline  :  diat  he  desired 
nothing  more  ardently,  than  the  happy  minute. diat  should 
procure  him  to  die  sadsfaotion  of  restoring  to  his  Polish 
majesty  his  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  had  seized  only 
as  a  sacred  depositum*  By  his  minister  at  Dresdeil,  he 
had  demanded  a  free,  passage  for  his  forces  through  the 
Saxon  dominions ;  and  this  the  king  of  Polled  was  ready  to 
grant,  with  reasonable  limitations,  to  be  settled  by  commis- 
saries appointedfor  that  purpose.  But||iese  were  fi[>rmaliiies 
which  did  not  at  all  suit  with  his  Pi-assian  majesty's  disposi- 
tion t>r  design.  £ven  before  this  requisition  was  made,  a 
body  of  his  troops,  Mnounting^to£fteen  thoosaiid,  under  the 
command  of  prince  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  took  possession'  of  Leipsick  on  the  twoitieth 
day  of  September.  Here  he  published  a  declaration,  sig^ 
nifying  that  it  was  his  Prussian  majesty's  intention  to  con- 
sider and  defend  the  inhabitants  of  that  electorate  as  if  they 
were  his  own  subjects;  and  that  he  had  given  precise 
orders  to  his  troops  to  obse|*ve  the  most  exact  discipline. 
As  the  first  mark  of  his  affection,  he  ordered  them  to  pro- 
vule  the  army  with  all  sorts  of  provision,  according  to  a 
certain  rate,  on  pain  of  .military  execution.  That  same 
(svet^g,  notice  was  given  td  die  corporation  of  merjchants, 
that  their  deputies  should  pay  all  taxes  and  cuatoqus  to  the 
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king  df  Prussia  ;  Aea  he  took  fdssetsiofi  of  dub  cnstaD* 
house,  and  Excise  ofice,  and  ordered  the  imigasincs  of  com 
tad  meaL  to  bt  opened  for  the  use  of  his  sdldieis. 

$  VII*  The.  king  of  Pohmd,  appfefaemve  of  sooh  a 
visitatibn,  had  oidered  all  the  troopa  of  his  detonate  ixi 
kave  their  quarters,  and  assemble  in  a  strong  camp  KiaHt* 
ed  out  for  them,  between  Pivna  and  Konigstein^  which  was 
intrenched,  and  provided  with,  a  numerous  train  o£artiUer)r» 
Tliither  the  kmg  of  Pofamd  nrpaired,  with  his  two  sons 

V  Xavertus  atd  Charles  ^  hut  the  queen  and  the  rest  of  the 
rojsd  feunily  rtmaitied  «i  Dk-esdow  Of  his  capital  fab 
PrttBsian  majesiy,  with  the  bnlk  o£  As  amiy,  toidc  posses^ 
sion  on  the  eighth  dagr  of .  $cfteniber,  when  he  was  visited 
by  lord  StormoiiC,  the  EngKsh  aflsbassador  at  that  Doort^ 
actompaaied  by  count  Salmour,  a  Saxon  itoiiuiter^  who,  in 
his  nmster's  name^  .proposed  a  neutrality.  The  king  of 
Prussia  profeased  himself  ektreoiely  well  pleaaed' with  the 
{>ropo4al ;  and^  as  the  mbst  convinoing  pfoof  of  hrs  aeu** 
trali^^. desired  cfae  kingof  Poland  wouU  separate  his  anny^ 
by  ohlerttighiB  troops  to  m/tntaoktc^  thdr  former  qnarten; 
His  Pohsh'  tns^esty  didnot  iiketOi  be  so  tutored  in  his  own 
dOminioQs:  he  depended  for- Us  own  safi^  more  upon 
the  imlour  ami  Kttacbtnent  of  his  troops  thud  assemblml^ 
Chan  upon  thb  fiieudship  of  a  piittte  who  bad 'invaded  his 
domiaions,  and  sequestered  his  vetenue  without  prov«oci^ 
thin ;  and  he  trusted  toa  much  to;  the  Bituatio*  of  has  camp 
at  Pinka,  ^hidi^  was  deemed  impregnatdeb  in.  the  mean 
time^  the  king  of  Prussia;  fixed  ids'  headquarters  at  Seid* 
Kt£,  about  half  a  tterman  league  'distant  foom  Pima,  and 
posted  his  army  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  aUe  ta  intcar*^ 
oepit  idl  eoim>y9  of  pttmsio^  desiga^dfor  the  Saxon  campt 
Ins  fonses  eattnbded  on  dve  right  towards  the  firootiers  of 
Bohemia,  akid  the  v^mgfuaed  aotually  seized  th&  passea  dteit 
lead  to  the  circles  df  Ba^er  aiid  Leumeiitx,  ht  dvat  ki^ 

'  dom  f  while  princ^  Ferdinind  of  Brumswqcbmmx^iod  widi 
a tedyoE troops  ahmg  the  Sibe^and«»)kposilit  thiabBt 
lda«e  witbdat  toppositmn*  Ar^tiie  %akiie  time,  ^the  kii% 
eovierisdi  his  own  dominifoiis,  by«si«mbKag  two^  consideni'' 
bis  bodscbin  Upper  and  Lotri&r<Si)esia,  which  occupied  Ae 
piosset  that  bomnsunisyted  withtlw.ebcie»of  Baivtz;ia«t  aad 
K^nitigsgetftou     HamUties  wsore  commeaoed  on.  die  thit-* 
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teenth  dij  of  September,  by  a  detachment  x>f  Prussian 
bussarsj  who  attacked  an  Austrian  escort  to  a  convoy  of 
proviacHis,  dest^ptied  for  the  Saxon  camp;  and  havmg  ' 
ronti^  tl»m,  carried  off  a  ccmsklerable  number  of  loaded 
wagons*  The  magazines  at  Dresden  were  filled  with  an 
imniarise  ^quantity  ot  provision  and  forage  for  the  Prussian 
armyV  ami^e  haters  were  ordered  to  prepare  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  bread,  for  which  purpose  thirty  new  ovens  were 
erected.  When  the  king  of  Prussia  first  arrived  at  Dres- 
den, he  lodged  at  the  house  of  die  countess  M oczinska, 
and  gave  m^do^  that  the  queen  and  royal  family  of  Poland, 
should  be  treated  wiA  all  due  veneration  and  respect.^ : 
even  while  the  Saxon  camp  Mras  blocked  up  on  every  side, 
be  sometimes  permitted  a  wagon,  loaded  with  fresh  provi- 
sion and  game,  to  pass  uamole^ed,  for  ^e  use  of  hb  Polish 
majesty. 

$  VIII.  During  these  transactions,  the  greatest  part  of 
t9ie  Prussian  army  advanced  into  Bohemia,  under  the  com- • 
maad  of  veldt  mareschal  Keith,^  who  reduced  the  town 
and  palace  of  Tetcfaen,  took  possession  of  all  the  passes, 
aad  eoeatf&ped  near  Aussig,  a  small  town  in  Bohemia,  at 
m^  gresvt-  distance  from  the  Imperial  army,  amounting  to. 
fifty  tiiousand  men,  commanded  by  count  Brown,  an  officer 

k  His  majesty  seems  to  have  abated  of  this  respect  ia  the  sequel,  ff  we 
taaj  "Miete  die  assertkms  of  liis  PolMi  maiesty's  qveeii,  and  the  oonrt  of  Vieona, 
who  «fiirmed»^  that  semtioels  were  posted  wiuin  the  palaee  where  the  queea 
and  royal  fkmlly  fesided  ;  as  also  at  the  door  of  the  secret  cabinet,  where  the 
ftifMm  nrtalms,  to  f«reigH  trantaetioiia  were  deported.  The  keys  of  tkis 
eaUoet  were  seized,  and  all  the  writings  demanded.  The  whole  Saxon  ministry 
were  fHscKarged  from  then*  respective  empltmnents,  and  a  new  commission  was 
fiMkUfeh«d  by  the  kin|;  of  Prtisiia  finr  the  aoministration^  of  affairs  in  |[eiieral. 
When  the  queen  entreated  tliis  prince  to  remove  the  sentinels  posted  within  his 
p^M,  and  amitlgtiMS  pMsas«s*  agreeiUr  to  hit  «s8aniiioes».that  aU^ue  reipeet 
diovla  he  observed  townrds  the  royal  family,  the  king  ordered  the  guards  to  be 
doithlcd,  and  wertt  an  tifficer  to  demand  of  her  majesty  the  keys  of  the  secret  cabi- 
aft  Th«  fueeii  •bDuned  <he  0ffi«et^«  consent  that  the  doors  shpuUl  be  sealed 
up ;  but  afterwards  he  returned  with  orders  to  break  them  open  :  then  her  ma- 
Jw^  ^tfohirkcMair  bafove  the  door,  mad,  she  trusted  «•  much  to  the  promise  of 
the  'k]iU|  of  rmasia,,  that  she  could  not  b«lieve  he  had  given  such  orders.  The 
wtedfet-defelakng  that  iiis  orders  t^ei^  porftfve,  and  that  he  durst  not  disobey  them, 
A«  WMlmed  m  the  9m»  pbte»  .dcckirii^,  that  if  vi^ence  was  (o  be  used,  he 
must  begin  with  her.  The  oflic'er  retumine  to  acquaint  the  king  with  what  had 
'ptamsi,  Mr  Mftjeity  ctrnjured  the  rainfrters  cf  TMssiii  and  England  to  remind  has 
mrifffty^  ofi  hi*  promite ;  but  her  r^resentationshad  no  effect ;  the  officer  retim- 
ed with'  fresh  orders  to  Use  force,  in  spite  Of  the  opposition  she  might  make 
■frtMt  It  Un  ptowm.  ThA  qutttn,  ftnifaig  h«r^elf  in  dai^;^  of  her  life,  at  length 
Withdr^S  tbe  doois  were  forced,  the  chest  broke  open,  and  all  the  paper  seized. 
f  Vrother  to  th^  dttl  mareschid'Of  Scotland,  a  gentleman  who  had  signaKked 
^1^^  f^liefieral  in  the  Enamm  aff»|\  and  was  accounted  one  of  the  best  offt- 
of  his  time';  not  more  admired  for  his  warlike  genius,  than  amiable  in  bis 
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of  Irish  extract,  who  had  often  distinguished  himsdf  in  die 
field  by  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  conduct.  His  Prussian 
majesty  having  left  a  considerable  body  of  troops  for  the 
blockade  of  Pima,  assumed  in  person  the  command  of  mare* 
schal  Keith's  corps,  and  advanced  to  give  battle  to  the 
enemy.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  he  fionned 
his  troopis  in  two  columns,  and  in  the  evening  arrti^d  with 
his  van  at  Welmina,  from  whence  he  saw  the  Austrian  army 
posted  with  its  right  at  Lowoschutz,  and  its  left  towards 
the  Egra.  Having  occupied  with  six  battalions  a  hoHow 
way,  and  some  rising  grounds,  which  commanded  the  town 
of  Lowoschutz,  he  remained  all  night  imder  arms  at  Wei* 
mina ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  October,  early  in  the  morning, 
formed  his  whole  army  in  order  of  batde ;  the  first  line^  con- 
sisting of  the  infantry,  occupying  two  hills,  and  a  bottom 
betwixt  them ;  the  second  line  being  formed  of  some  battal- 
ions, and  the  third  composed  of  the  whole  cavalry.  The 
Austrian  general  had  taken  possession  of  Lowoschutz,  with 
a  great  body  of  infantry,  and  placed  a  battery  of  cannon  in 
front  of  the  town :  he  had  formed  his  cavalry  chequerwue 
in  a  line  between  Lowoschutz,  and  the  village  of  Sanschttz ; 
and  posted  about  two  thousand  Croats  and  irregulars  in  the 
vineyards  and  avenues  on  his  right.  The  morning  was  ^ 
darkened  with  a  thick  fog,  which  vanished  about  seven: 
ithen  the  Prussian  cavalry  advanced  to  attack  the  enemy's 
horse :  but  received  such  a  fire  from  the  irregulars,  posted 
in  vineyards  and  ditches,  as  well  as  from  a  numerous  artil- 
lery, that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  for  protection  to  ^e 
rear  of  the  Prussian  infantry  and  cannon.  There  being 
formed  and  led  back  to  the  charge,  they  made  an  impres- 
sion on  the  Austrian  cavalry,  and  drove  the  itregulars,  and 
other  bodies  of  infantry,  from  the  ditches,  defiles,  and  vine- 
yards which  they  possessed :  biit  they  suflfered  so  severely 
in  this  dangerous  service,  that  the  king  ordered  the^m  to 
reascend  the  hill,  and  take  post  again  behind  the  infantry, 
from  whence  they  no  more  advanced.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  furious  cannonading  was  maintained  on  both  sides  with 
considerable  effects.  At  length  the  left  of  the  Prussian 
infantry  was  ordered  to  attack  the  town  of  Lowoschutz  in 
flank ;  but  met  with  a  very  warm  reception,  and  in  all  like- 
lihood, would  have  miscarried^had  not  veldt  mareschal  Keith 


beaded  them  in  person :  when  he  drew  his  sword,  and  told 
them  be  would  lead  them  on,  he  was  given  to  understand, 
diat  all  their  powder  and  shot  were  exhausted  s  he  turned 
immediately  to  them  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  said  he 
was  very  g^ad  they  had  no  more  ammunition,  being  well 
assured  the  enemy  could  not  withstand  them  at  push  of  bay- 
oaet ;  so  saying,  he  advanced  at  their  head,  and,  driving  the 
Austrians  from  Lowoschutz,  set  the  suburbs  on  fire.  The 
infantry  had  been  already  obliged  to  quit  the  eminence  on 
the  ri^tit ;  and  now  their  whole  army  retired  to  Budin,  on 
the  otiier  side  of  the  Egra.  Some  prisoners,  colours,  and 
pieces  of  cannon,  were  taken  on  both  sides ;  and  the  loss 
of  each  might  amount  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  killed 
and  wounded ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  drawn  battle, 
though  both  generals  claimed  the  victory.  The  detail  of 
the  action,  published  at  Berlin,  declares,  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  not  only  gained  the  battle,  but  that  same  day  estab- 
lished his  headquarters  at  Lowoschutz:  whereas  the  Aus- 
trian Gazette  affirms,  that  the  mareschal  count  Brown 
obliged  his  Prussian  majesty  to  retire,  and  remained  all 
night  on  the  field  of  battle ;  but  next  day,  finding  his  troops 
in  want  of  water,  he  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Budin.  If  die 
battle  was  at  all  decisive,  the  advantage  certainly  fell  to  the  ^ 
Au^rians ;  for,  his  Prussian  majesty,  who,  in  all  probability, 
had  hoped  to  winter  at  Prague,  was  obliged  by  the  opposi- 
tion he  met  with,  to  resign  this  plan,  and  retreat  before 
winter  into  the  electorate  of  Saxony. 

$  IX.  The  Prussian  army  having  rejoined  that  body 
whid|  had  been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  at  Pima,  his 
PolisK  majesty  and  his  troops  were  reduced  to  such  ex- 
tremity of  want,  that  it  became  indispensably  necessary 
either  to  attempt  an  escape,  or  surrender  to  the  king  of 
Prussia.  The' former  part  of  the  alternative  was  chosen, 
and  the  plan  concerted  with  count  Brown,  the  Austrian 
general,  who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution,  advanced 
privately  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Lichtendorf,  near  Schan- 
deau ;  but  the  junction  could  not  be  efiected.  On  the  fourT 
teenth  day  of  October  the  Saxons  threw  a  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Elbe,  near  Konigstein,  to  which  castle  they  remo- 
ved all  their  artillery;  then  striking  their  tfcnts  in  the  night, 
passed  the  river  undiscovered  by  the  enemy.     Theju  con- 
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unued  to  retreat  with  all  possible  expedition ;  but  the  ixiack 
were  so  bad,  they  made  litde  ^ogress.  Next  day^  vbea 
part  of  them  had  advanced  about  half  way  up  a  hill  oppo* 
site  to  Konigstein,  and  the  rest  were  entangled  in  a  narrow 
|dain,  where  there  was  no  room  to  act,  they  perceived  that 
the  Prussians  were  in  possession  of  all  the  passes^  and 
found  themselves  surrounded  on  every  side,  £ednting  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  destitute  of  every  convenience. 
In  this  deplorable  condition  they  remabed,  when  tbe^kiag 
of  Poland,  from  the  fortress  of  Konigstein,  sent  a  letter  10 
his  general,  the  veldt  mareschal  count  Rutowski,  vestiag  him 
with  full  and  discretionary  power  to  surrender,  or  ud^e 
such  other  measures,  as  he  should  judge  most  cond^ve 
to  the  preservation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers."  By  tlus 
time  count  Brown  had  retired  to  Budin,  so  that  there  w^ 
no  choice  lefu  A  capitulation  was  demanded:  but,  in 
effect,  the  whole  Saxon  army  was  obliged  to  surrender  at 
discretion :  and  the  soldiers  were  afterwards,  by  conftpiil- 
sion,  incorporated  with  the  troops  of  Prussia*  The  king 
of  Poland  being  thus  deprived  of  his  electoral  dominions^ 
his  troops,  arms,  artiller}',  and  ammunition,  thought  it  hi^ 
time  to  provide  for  his  own  safe^,  and  retired  wiih  all 
expedition  to  Poland.  His  Prussian  majesty  cantoned  his 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seidlitz,  and  al<nig  the  £lbe 
towards  Dresden.  His^other  army,  which  had  entea'ed 
Bohemia,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Ichwerin, 
retired  to  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Glatz,  where  they 
were  distributed  in  quarters  of  cantonment;  so  that  this 
short  campaign  was  finished  by  the  beginning  of  November. 

in  The  letter  was  to  the  foflowing  effect : 
^'  Veldt  Mareschftl  Count  UotowsU, 

"  It  is  not  without  extreme  8on*ow  I  undenstanti  the  deplorable  situation,  which 
a  chain  of  misfortunes  has  reserved  for  yen,  the  rest  of  mj  gjenerah,  and  m j  whole 
army ;  but  we  must  aoquiesee  in  the  dispensations  of  Frovidcnoe,  and  eonaole  <Hir-> 
selves  wiih  the  rectitude  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions.  They  would  force  me, 
it  seems,  as  you  ^ive  me  to  understand,  by  mi^r  j|;eneral  the  baron  de  Uyherra,  to 
submit  to  conditions  the  more  severe,  in  proportion  m  the  circumstances  become 
more  necessitous.  I  cannot  hear  them  mentioned.  1  am  a  free  monarch  ;  saeh  I 
will  live ;  such  I  will  die ;  and  1  wdl  both  live  and  die  with  honour.  The  fate  of 
niv  army  1  leave  \frholly  to  your  discretion.  Let  vour  council  of  war  determine 
whether  you  mud  surremler  prisoners  of  war,  fall  by  the  sword,  or  die  by  fatakie* 
Mfky  }  our  resolutions,  if  possible,  be  ooudueted  by  humanity ;  whatever  they  may 
be,  1  have  no  longer  any  pjiare  in  them  :  and  I  declare  yOu  shall  not  oe  answer- 
able for  angbt  but  one  tluug,  naniely,  not  to  carry  arms  agei^at  me  or  my  Mb^ 
1  ]>ray  fiod  may  have  vou,  Mr.  Mareschul,  iu  his  holy  keeping.  Given  at  Konig- 
stein,  the  14th  of  October,  1756. 

AUGUSTUS,  Rex." 
"  To  the  A'eldt  Mareschal  the  Count  Kutowski." 
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^  X.  The/  king  of  Poland  in  hia  distress,  did  not  fail  to 
impiore  the  'assistance  and  mediation  of  neutral  powers. 
His  minister  at  the  Hhgue,  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
aiates  gmeral,  comphihiing,  that  the  invasion  of  Saxony  was 
one  of  ididse:  attacks  against  the  law  of  nations,  which,  from 
the -great  respect  due  to  this  law,  demanded  the  assistance 
of  everjr  po#er  interested  in  the  preservation  of  its  own 
liberty  md  independency.      He  observed,  that  from  the 
first  glimpse  of  misunderstanding  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  he  had  expressly  enjoined  his  ministers 
^  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  to  declare,  that  it  was  his  firm 
resolution,  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  affairs,  to  observe 
the  strictest  neutrEdity.     He  represented  that  a  free  and 
neutfal  state  had  been,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  invaded  by 
an  enemy,  who  disguised  himself  under  the  mask  of  friend- 
ship, widiGJut  alleging  the  least  complaint,  or  any  pretension 
whatsoever ;  but  founding  himself  solely  on  his  own  conve- 
m^ce,  made  himself  master,  by  armed  force,  of  all  the  \ 
cides  and  toi^ns  of  the  electorate,  dismantling  some,  and 
fortifying' others  :  that  he  had  disarmed  the  burghers  :  car- 
ried off  the  magistrates  as  hostages  for  the  payment  of 
unjust  and  enermous  contributions  of  provisions  and  forage; 
seized  the  coflfers  and  confiscated  the  revenues  of  the  elec-^ 
torate,  biK^ce  -  open  the  arsenals,  aiid  transported  the  arms 
a^d  ^artiiler}' to  his  own  town  of  Magdeburgh;  abolished 
the  prhry' council,  and,  instead  of  the  lawful  government, 
established  a  directory,  which  acknowledged  no  other  law 
bat' his  own  arbitrary  will.     He  gave  them  to  understand^ 
that  all  these  proceedings  were  no  other  than  preliminaries 
to  tfie   unheard  of  treatment  which  was  reserved  for  a 
qiieen,  whose  virtues  ought  to  have  commanded  respect, 
even  feomher  enemies :  that  from  the  hands  of  that  august 
princess,  the  archives  of  the  state  were  forced  away'  by 
menaces  and  violences,  notwithstanding  the  security  whith 
her  majesty  had  promised  herself  under  the  protection  of 
all   lawsv   human'  and   divine;   and   notwithstanding   the 
repeated  assurances  given  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  that  not 
only  her  person,  and  the  place  of  her  residence,  should  be 
abscdutdy  safe,  but  that  even  the  Prussian  garrison  should 
be  under  her  direction.     He  observed,  that  a  prince  who 
declared  himself  protector  of  the  proteatant  religion  bad 

Vol..  Ill,  Tt 


hcgan  dm  ^vmr  4>y  cmcfaing  flie  very  BtaMe  to  whiSti  that 
^religion  (nfes  its  efitabfiBhinsiit,  amd  die  preierTitton  oF  its 
most  invakMfafe  rights;  *ti»t  he  hsd^miice  through  the  moA 
•respectable  laws  which  constitute  die  onion  of  the  Gcr» 
name  body,  under  colour  of  a  defence  wiikfa  the  tmptrt 
stood  in  no  need  of  except  ngainst  himself:  that  die  Mttf^ 
of  Prussia,  while  he  hnists  on  hariog  entered  Saxony  as  <a 
friend,  demands  his  ann>',  the  admtnistradon  of  Ida  domki- 
ions,  and,  in  a  word,  the  sacrifice  of  his  Whole  eltctomte  $ 
«nd  that  the  Prossian  director}',  in  the  declaradoo  of  mo- 
tives, published  undet  the  nose  of  a  prince  to  wtom  friend 
ship  was  pretended,  thought  it  superfluotn  to  allege  «ire^ 
sitiy  pretext,  to  colour  the  usurpation. of  hta  iemtbtiies  and 
revenues-^Though  this  was  certainly  the  caae,  in  his  JVuls* 
^an  majesty^s  first  exposiuon  of  motives,  the  omisskni  was 
sifterwards  supplied,  in  a  subsequent  memorial  to  the  states 
{general ;  in  which  he  charged  the  king  of  Poland,  as  an 
a«:coaipplioe  in,  if  not  an  acceissary  tx),  the  tneaty  of  Petetts- 
burgh  >;  and  even  taxed  him  with  having  agreed  to  a  pavti^. 
tioB  of  some  Prussian  territories,  when  they  stbould  be 
conquered.  This  treaty  of  partition,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  made  in  time  of  actual  war,  before  all  csujse  of 
dispute  was  removed  by  the  peace  of  Hresdem  ' 

^  Xf.  While  the  Austnan  and  Prussian  armiies  weve 
in  the   field,  their  respective  ministers  were  ndfc  idle  at 
Xatisbon,  where  three    Imperial  decrees   were    pufaltshed 
against  his  Prussian  majest}' :   «he  first,  sumnsoning  chat 
^ince  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  electorate  of  'Saxony : 
(he  second,  commanding  all  thr  ^'assals  of  the  easpire  ton* 
{iloyed  by  the  king  of  Prussia  to  quit  that  iMtrvice  immedif 
utely;    and  the   third,    forbidding^  the    mremhers  of  die 
Vttpire  to  suffer  any  levies  of  soldiers,  (for  the  Pk-ussiaai  ser* 
vice,  to  :be  raised  within  their  respective  juorisdictions.  The 
f^rench  minister  declared  to  the  diet,  that  the  pnoceecfogs 
of  his  Prussian  ma}€8ty  having  disclosed  «o  the  wxnid  the 
project  concerted  between  that  prince  andthe  ddng  of  EHg^ 
land,  to  excite  in  die  empire  a  rel>gi<s(us  war^  which  vugfat 
he  favourable  to  their  psnticular  views,,  his  moat  rfarisdaa 
fnaje8ty,in  consequence  of  his  engagement iwidi the  empreas 
^ueen,  and  many' bther  princes  of  tbetempioe,  hehug  resolr 
v«d  to  wpcour  diem  in  the  most  xficacious  mianoery  wsdU 


SBotAmiA  wmi  suck  a  number  of  tioopa  ta  their  aid,  tm 
might  be  thooglH;  aeccisary  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the 
^Germanic  body*  Oo  the  other  hsmd^  the  Prussian  minis*- 
tsr  aasiflred  the  diety  that  hi*  maater  would-  very  sbon  pro- 
dM££  the  pnaaft  thai  were  coaaQ  to  his  hands  of  the  plan 
ctenaerted  hy  th6  oofurts  of  Vienna  and  Dresden,  for  the 
aufay«i»iofa  of  his  eleetoral  house,  and  for  imposing  upM» 
bias:  a  3H>ke,  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  whole  empire* 

^.XiL.Aboiit  the  same  time  the  Russian  resident  at  thai 
Bagvte  CQmmttntca(«]E  to  the  states  general  a  dedaratiosb 
fraasfhisimiatreast,  importing  that  her  Imperial  majesty  having^ 
seen.  a.  memorial  pres^n^  at  the  court  of  Vienna  by  the; 
king.of  Praasia'a  enyoy  exuraonUnary,  was  thereby  convinr 
oed  th«t.hia  PniasiaA  oaajesty's  intention  waa  to  atuck  the 
tttgrtttiriea  of  tbe  empress  queen;  in  which  case,  she  (the 
caarina)(  waa  inevitably  obliged  to  succour  her  uiiy  with  all 
her  jforcea;  Imt  which  end  she  had  ordered  all  her  troops  in, 
JUYoma  to  be  foitthwith  assembled  on  the  frontiers,  and 
hold  tiheanseWea^in  readineas  to  march :  that,  moreover,  the 
Ruasiaa  admiralty  had  been  enjoined  to  provide  immedi* 
ately  a  suftci^t  number  of  galleys  for  transporting  a  large 
body  o£  troops  to  Lubee*  The  miniatera  of  the  empresa 
^een,  both  at  the  Hague  and  at  London,  delivered  memo* 
vials  to  the  states  general  and  his  Britannic  majesty^ 
demanding  the  auccours  which  ^tbese  two  powers  were 
bound  to  afford  the  house  of  Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix^ 
b-Chapelle;  but  their  high  mightinesses  kept  warily  aloof^ 
by  dint  of  evasion,  and  the  king  of  Gres^t  Britain  was  far 
otherwise  engaged*  The  invasion  of  Saxony  had  Well  nigh 
produced  tragedies  in  the  royal  family  of  Prance.  The 
C^uphiness,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  no 
sooner  learned  the  distressful  cireumstances  of  her  parents, 
th^  king  and  queen  of  Poland,  than  she  was  seized  with  vio** 
lent  fits  which  occasioned  a  miscarriage,  and  brought  her 
life  into  the  most  imminent  danger.  The  Prussian  minis- 
ter was  immediately  ordered  to  quit  Versailles ;  and  direc'* 
tions  were  despatched  to  the  French  minister  at  Berlin,  to 
retire  from  that  court  without  taking  leave«  Finally,  the 
emperor  of  Germany  concluded  a  new  convention  with  the 
Freneh  king,  regulating  the  succours  to  be  derived  from 
&at  .quarter :  he  cbiimtfsdt  in  all  l^  usual  formst  iKe  aspis*^ 
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tanee  of  the  Oertna^k  body,  as  goarantee  of  tke  pragmatic 
iftitiction  and  treaty  of  Dresden;  and  Sweden  was  also* 
addressed  on  the  same  subject. 

$  XIII.  The  king  of  t'russia  did.  not  passively  bew  all 
the  imputations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  condact.  Hts* 
minister  at  the~  Hague  presented  a  memorial,  in  answer  to 
that  of  the  Saxon  resident,  in  which  he  accused  the  court  of 
Dresden  of  having  adopted  every  part  of  the  scheme  which'- 
his  enemies  had  formed  for  his  destruction*  He  afirmed 
that  the  Saxon  ministers  had,  in  all  die  courts  of  Europe, 
played  off  every  engine  of  unwarrantiMe  politics,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  executiou  of  their  preset :  that  they 
had  endeavoured  to  give  an  odious  turn  to  his  most  iraio* 
cent  actions  :  that  they  had  spared  neither  malicious  insinu- 
ations, por  even  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  to  aliaiutte 
all  the  world  from  his  majesty,  and  raise  up  enemies  i^pdnat 
him  every  where.  He  said  he  had  received  informaition 
that  the  court  of  Saxony  intended  to  let  his  troops  pass 
-freely,  and  afterwards  wait  for  events  of  which  they  might 
avail  themselves,  either  by  joining  his  enemies,  or  aoLakiug 
a  diversion  in  his  don^nions :  that  in  such  a  situation  he 
could  not  avoid  having  recourse  to  the  only  means  which 
were  left  him  for  preventing  his  inevitable  ruin,  by  putting 
it  out.  of  the  power  of  Saxony  to  increase  the  number  of  his 
enemies.  He  asserted,  that  all  the  measures  he  had  pur- 
sued in  that  electorate  were  but  the  necessary  consequences 
of  the  fir^t  dissolution  he  was  forced  to  take  for  his  own 
preservation :  that  he  had  done  nothing  but  deprived  the 
court  of  Saxony  of  the  i^eans  of  hurtbghim ;  and  this  had 
%een  done  with  all  possible  moderation :  that  the  country 
enjoyed  all  the  security  and  all  the  quiet  which  could  be 
expected  in  the  ver}'  midst  of  peace,  the  Prussian  troops 
observed  the  most  exact  discipline :  that  all  due  respect  w^ 
shown  to  the  queen  of  Poland,  who  had  been  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  most  suitable  representations,  to  suffer  some 
papers  to  be  taken  from  the  paper  office,  of  which  his  Prus- 
sian majesty  already  had  copies;  and  thought  it  necessary, 
to  ascertain  tl^e  dangerous  design  of  the  Saxon  ministry 
against  him,  to  secure  the  originsds;  the  existence  and 
reality  of  which  might  otherwise  have  been  denied.  He  ob- 
served, that  every  man  has  a  right  to  prevent  the  mischief 
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widi  which  he  it  threatened,  and  to  retort  it  upon  itak 
author :  and  that  neidier  the  constitutions  nor  the  laws  of 
die  empire  could  obstruct  the  exertion  of  a  right  so  superior 
to  all  others  as  diat  of  self-preservation  and  self-defence ; 
eapedaUy  when  the  depository  of  these  laws  is  so  closely 
uitttc^to  Ae  cnemy,^iAs  manifestty  to  abuse  his  power  in 
heir  favour. 

$  'XIV.  But- the  most  important  step  which  his  Prus- 
sian majesty  took  in  his  own  justification,  was  that  of  pub- 
lishing anotha*  manorial,  specifying  the  conduct^  of  the 
courts  of  Vienna-  and  Saicony,  and  their  dangerous  designs 
ag^nst  his  person  and  interest,  together  with  the  original 
doi^unents  adduced  as  proofs  of  these  sinister  intentions. 
As  a  knowledge  of  these  pieces  is  requisite  to  form  a  dis- 
tinct idea  of  the  motivea  which  produced  rfie  dreadful  war 
apon  the  c6ntitient,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  usher  the  sub- 
stance of  them  to  the  reader's  acquaintance.     His  Prussian 
akB|esty  aflbrms,*  that  to  arrive  at  the  source  of  the  vast  plan 
upon  which  the  comrts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony  had  been 
emfdoyed  against  him  ever  since  the  peace  of  Dresden,  we 
mitft  trace  it  as  far  back  as  the  war  which  preceded  this 
peace :  diat  the  fond  hopes  which  the' two  allied  courts  had 
conceived  upon  the  success  of  the  campaign  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  gave  occasion  to  a 
treaty  of  eventual  partition,  stipulating  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  should  possess  the  dutchy  of  Silesia  and  the  county 
of  Glaus;  while  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony, 
shotdd  share  the  dutchies  of  Magdeburgh  and  Croissen; 
the  circles  of  ZuUichow  and  Swibus,  together  with  the 
Prussian  part  of  Lusatia:  that  after  the  peace  of  Dresden, 
concluded  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-five,  there  was  no  further  room  for  a  treaty  of  this 
nature:  yet  the  court  of  Vienna  proposed  to  that  of  Sax- 
ony a-new  alliance,  in  which  the  treaty  of  eventual  partition 
.  should  be  renewed :  but  this  last  thought  it  necessary,  in 
the  first  place,  to  give  a  greater  consistency  to  their  plan, 
by  grounding  it  upon  an  alliance  between  the  empress  queen 
and  the  czarina.     Accordingly,  these  two  powers  did,  in 
fact,  conclude  a  defensive  alliance  at  Petersburgh  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year :  but  the  body,  or  ostensible  part 
of  this  treaty,  was  composed  merely  widi  a  view  to  con^es^ 
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from  the  knowledge  of  ike  public  six  secret  ettidts,  tiie 
fourth  of  which  was  levelled  singly  agunst  Pnlseia,  aceov» 
diog  to  the  exact  copy  of  it,  whkh  appealed  anoog  die 
documents.  In  thti  article,  the  empress  queen  ef  fiui^jmry 
and  Bohemia  sets  out  with  a  proteetation,that  she  wiU  re- 
ligiously obsenre  the  treaty  of  Dresden :  but  explains  her 
real  way  of  thinking  upon  the  subject,  a  little  lower,  »  the 
following  terms :  ^^  If  the  king  ^  Pntssia  shotdd  be  the 
*^  first  to  depart  from  thu  peace,  by  attacking  either  her 
^^  majesty  the  empress  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  or 
^^  her  mi^ty  the  empress  of  Russia,  or  even  the  republic 
^  of  Poland  i  in  all  these  cases,  the  rights  of  the  easpresa 
**'  queen  to  Silesia,  and  the  county  of  CAtttt  would  agam 
^^  take  place,  and  recover  their  full  effect :  the  two  contrae^ 
^^  ting  parties  should  mutually  asmt  each  other  wkh  sixtjr 
*^  thousand  men  to  achieve  these  cooqueats."  The  king 
observes  upon  this  article,  that  every  wtnr  which  can  ariaa 
^between  him  and  Russia,  or  the  repubdic  of  Pcrimd,  wooU  be 
looked  upon  as  a  manifest  infraction  of  the  peace  of-Drca* 
den,  and  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  Uie  house  of  Austria  to 
Silesia ;  though  neither  Russia  nor  the  republic  of  Poland 
is  at  all  concerned^  m  the  treaty  of  Dresden ;  and  though 
the  latter,  with  which  Ac  king  Kved  in  the  most  intimate 
friendship,  was  not  even  in  aBience  widi  Ac  court  ttf  V ieii« 
na:  that  according  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature^ 
received  among  all  civilized  sitions,  die  iQost  the  oourt  ^ 
Vienna  could  be  authorised  to  do  in  such  cases,  would  be 
to  send  those  succours  to  her  idUes  which  are  4mt  to  th^Bi 
by  treaties,  without  her  having  the  least  prefeenee  on  that 
account,  to  free  herself  from  the  parttdubw  engagements 
subsisting  between  her  and  the  kingr  he  appealed,  there** 
fore,  to  the  judgment  of  die  impmtial  worid,  whether  in 
this  secret  article  the  contracting  powers  had  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  a  defensive  alliance ;  or  whether  thia  article 
did  not  rather  contain  a  plan  of  an  offiensWe  aUwice  again^ 
the  king  of  Prussia^  He  affirmed  it  was  obvieus,  frem  this 
article,  that  the  court  of  Viemia  had  prepwed  three  preten<- 
ces  for  the  recovery  of  Silesia;  and  that  she  tboiight  ts 
attain  her  end,  either  by  provoking  the  king  te  ooomiencc 
hostilities  against  her,  or  to  kindle  a  war  betmeeo  his 
majesty  and  Russia,  by  her  secret  intrigues  and  mashsnar 


«iM8'9  he  aHeBtd  4m  the  coort  of  SuMiy,  beinK  Sbvkedto 
•cecifetvAisaUkuMae,  eagerly  accepted  the  iovitatibii;  fbr^- 
obhad  kft  mima^m-^x  Petcrtburgh  with  full  powers  for  that 
purpoee;  'and  ordei^ed  theoi  to  -declare  (hat  «heir  nlister 
mm  MM  oni^  leady  t^  accede  to  the  treaty  itself^  but  also 
to  the  aeCMt  ardcle  againat  Praseia;  aiid  to  j<)iii  in  the 
fogalattiim  «Mde  by  the  two  courts,  provided  e&ctual  mea* 
awes  should  be  takaii^  at  well  for  the  secul-ity  of  Saxony, 
a»  for  itaiadMnificatkin  and  reeompeDae,  in  proportion  to 
tke  eSortaaad  progress  diat  might  foe  made :  that  the  court 
of  Dreadm  dedared,  if  upon  any  fresh  attack  fixMn  the  king 
mi  Pmssia,  the  caspress  queen  should,  by  then*  assistancb, 
oat  oaly  t«oonquer  SUesia,  and  the  county  of  Gtatz,  but 
oifoo  reduce  him  witUo  narrow  bounde^the  king  of  Poland, 
W-aUdor  of  Saxony,  would  abide  by  the  pirtkiou  formerly 
atipula^ed  between  him  and  the  empress  queen.  He  also 
dcatlared  that  count*  Loss,  the  Saxon  minister  at  Vienna,. 
wm  charged  to  open  a  private  negottartion  for  setditig  an 
eveatoal  partition  of  the  <x>nquest  which  might  hi  made  on 
JMvana,  by  lujring  down,  as  the  basis  of  it,  the  treaty  of 
iieipsiek,  signed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
pae  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty^five,  as  would  appear 
by  |he  doouietxts  affixed.  He  owned  it  had  been  supposed, 
tivongb  the  whole  of  this  negotiatton,  that  tht  king  of 
Pnssaia  should  be  the  aggressor  against  the  court  of  VieU' 
MS  but  he  insisted^  that  even  in  this  case  the  king  of  Po* 
hmJi  could  haive  no  right  to  asake  conquests  on  his  Prussian 
aiajesty.  He  likewise  acknowledged,  that  the  court  of 
Saxoay  had.  not  yet  acceded  in  form  to  the  treaty  of  Peters*- 
faurf^  I  but  he  <d)ierved,  its  alfies  were  given  to  understand 
agBMl  and  agam,  that  it  was  ready  td  accede  without  restric* 
tiop,  wlMuever  thb  could  be  done  without  risk  f  and  the 
adraoUiges  to  be  gained  should  be  secured  in^  its  favour ; 
ciivcunstanoes  proved  by  divers  autheiitjio  documents,  par* 
ticukuiy  by  a  letter  from  count  Flemingto  count  de  Bruhl, 
Infotwng  him  that  count  Uhlefield  had  charged  him  to 
aepreaent  afresh  to  this  court,  that  they  could  not  take  too 
secure  measures  against  the  ambitious  views  of  the  king  of 
Prussia ;  that  ^axony,  in  particular,  ought  to  be  cautious, 
as  being  die  most  exposed  t  that  it  was  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  strengthen  their  old  engagements,  upon  the  footing 
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proposed  b}F  the  late  coint  de  Hamdh^  'v^  tile  yi^ar  one 
dxousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five;  a  step  wlMiJa^^ 
be  taken  on  occasion  of  hit  Polish  majestji^'s  acc»«8if%a  jto 
the  trea^  of  Petersburgh.  The  answer  of  count  Jtoibl.tQ 
this  deft|>alch  imported,  that  the  king  of  PolaiMi  .Wl»  «ot 
averse  to  treat  in  the  utmost  secrecy  with  the. court j^f  Vien- 
na about  succours,  by  private  and  confidential  declarafmia 
relating  to  the  fourth  secret  articleof  the  treaty jEif  PeteKS- 
burgh,  on  condition  of  reasqnaUe  terms  saA  adiiiivit^^es» 
which  in  this  case.ought  to  be  granted  to  his,niaJAaty.  He 
quoted  other  despatches  to  prove  die  un¥^lU»gn€ss.of,his 
Polish  majesty  to  declare  hioMel^  until  the  king. of  Prussia 
should  be  attacked,  and  hb  forces  divided;  .and  that  this 
scruple  was  admitted  by  the  allies  of  Saxony. .  .  From  these 
premises  he  deduced  this  inference,  that  the  court  of  .Dres- 
den, i^^ithout  having  acceded  in  form  to  the  trea^  of  Peters- 
burgh, was  not  less  an  jaceom{dice  in  the  dangerous  designs 
which  tht  court  of .  Vienna  had  grounded  upon  this  trea^^ 
and  that  having  been  dispensed  with  from  a  formal.qoncur- 
rence,  it  had  only  waited  for  that  moment  when  it^.mi^tr 
without  running  any  great  risk,  conquer  in  efieet,  and.share 
the  spoils  of  its  neighbour.  In  expectation  of  this  ptriodi 
he  said,  the  Austrian  jand  Saxon  ministers  laboured  in  con* 
oert  and  underhand  with  the  more,  ardour,  to  bring,  idbe 
casus  /{ceteris  into  existence-:  for  it  being  laid  down  ais  a 
principle  in  the  treaty,  that  any  war  whatever  between  hi«n 
and  Russia  would  authorize  the. empress  queen  to 4akeSiie* 
sia,  there  was  nothiog  more  to  be  done  but  to  kindle/such  a 
war ;  for  which  purpose  no  method  was  foimd  more  prc^wr 
than  that  of  embroiling  the  king  with  thet  empress  of  Rusr 
sia ;  and  to  provoke  that  princess  with  all  sorts  of  false  insla- 
uations^  impostures,  and  the  most  atrocious  caluimiiea,. in 
laying  to  his. majesty's  charge  a  variety  of  desigBf^i  aom^ 
times  agabst  Russia  and^even  the  pebson  of  the  c»arina; 
sometimes  viewsjjupon  Poland,  and  sometimes  intrigues  .in 
Sweden.  .  By  these  and  other  such  contrivances,  he  afirmed 
they  had  kindled  the  animosity  of  the  empress  to  such  a 
degree,  that  in  a  council  held  in  the  month  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and ,  fifty-three,  she 
had  resolved  to  attack  the  king  of  Prussia,  without  any 
further  cHscussion,  whethcf  he  should  fall  upon  any  of  the 
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«Qfie8  of  RuMtiu  or  one  of  them  should  begin  with  him :  a 
naoUitiQii  which  for  that  time  was  frustrated  by  their  want 
of  seamm  aad  magazines ;  but  the  preparations  were  con- 
ttmiMi  under  pretence  of  kee|Httg  themselves  in  a  condition 
tf^  fdifil  their  engagements,  contracted  the  last  subsidiary 
(convention  wi^  £ngland ;  and  when  aH  were  iinishedi  the 
acorm  woaU  lafi  on  tte  king  of  Prussia. 

$  'SkY^  This  is  die  aabstance  of  that  famous  memorial 
publtsfaedb  by  his  Prussian  majesty,  to  which  the  justifying 
pieces  09-«uthestic  documents  were  annexed;  and  to  which 
a  eurcumitentiri  answer  wia  eidiibited  by  the  partisans  of 
her  Imperial  mi^esty.  Specious  reasons,  may,  doubtless, 
be  adduced  on  eithor  side  of  idmost  any  dispute,  by  writers 
of  tngeiiuity:  but,  in.  ezaminittg  this  contest,  it  must  be 
#i»wed  that  both  sides  adopted  illicit  practices.  The  em* 
press  (Jueen  and  the  ekctor  of  Saxony  had  certainly  ari^t 
to  form  defensive  treaties  for  their,  own  pret^rration ;  ai|d, 
widioiit  all,  doubt,  it  was  their  inteivstaiid  their  duty  to 
s»ure  themsclr^  from  the  enterprises  of  such  a  formida- 
iift.  neigldMmr :  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  'contracting  par- 
lies seem  to  have  carried  their  views  much  farther  dian 
defensive  measures*-  Perhaps  Qa^  court  of  Vietma  con- 
sidered die  session  of  Silesia  as  a  circumstance  altogether 
compulsive,  and  therefore^  not  binding  against  the  rights  of 
natmral  equity.  She  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  would  be  tempted  by  his  ambition  and  great  war- 
like powor,  to  take  some  step  which  might  be  justly  inter- 
preted into  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Dresden  ;  and  in 
^that  case  she  w|ts  determined  to  avail  herself  of  the  confed- 
eracy, she. had  formed,  diat  sh^  might  retrieve  the  countries 
she  had  lost  by  die  unfortunate  events  of  the  last  war,  as 
Widi  as  bridle  the  dangerous  pow^r  and  disposition  of  the 
Prussian  monarch:  and,  in  all  probability,  the  king  of 
Poland,  over  and  above  the  same  consideration,  was  desirous 
of  some  indemnification  for  the  last  irruption  into  his  elec- 
toral dominkms,  and  the  great  sums  he  had  paid  for  the 
subsequent  peace* .  Whether  they  were  authorized  by  the 
law  of  nature  and  nadons  to  make  reprisals  by  to  actual 
partition  6f  the  countries  they  might  conquer,  supposing 
him  to  be  ths  aggressor,  we  ^11  not  pretend  to  determine  : 
t>ut  it  does  not  at  all  appear,  that  his  Prussian  ms^esty's 
Vou  III.  U  u 
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^ngn*  was  such  as  entitled  hi«  to  take  dtoge  viofeiir  sttps 

iftuch  he  now  attenEvpted  to  justify*  By  this-  Unw  th« 
flame  i>f  var  was  kinctied  up  to  a  blaae  that  aooa  filled  tbe 
empufe  with  ru'm  and  desolation;  and  the  king  of  Phsssiit 
had  drawn  upon  himself  thr  resentment  of  the  thru  gr^itest 
powers  in  Europe,  who  laid  aside  their  former  animosititts, 
and  every  consideration  of  that  balance /wlricll  it  had  cost 
such  blood  and  treasure  to  preserve,  in  order  to  con^ire 
his  destruction.  The  king  himself  could  not  bat  fit>resee 
this.  confederac}%  and  know  the  power  it  might  exert :  but 
probably  he  confided  so  much  in  the  number,  tlie  valour, 
and  discipline  of  hia  troopa ;  in  the  skill  of  hia  officers ; 
in  lus  own  conduct  and  activity;  that  he  hoped  to  crush 

/  die  house  of  Austria  by  one  rapid  endeavour  at  tiie  latter 
ead  of  the  season,  or  at  least  establish  himself  in  Bohemia, 
before  her  aHies  could  move  to  her  assistance*  In  this 
hope,  however,  he  was  disappointed  by  ^e  vigilance  of  die 
Austrian- countils.  He  found  the  empress  queen  in  a  coa« 
diticm  to  make  head  against  him  in  every  avenue  to  her 
donYipions ;  aod  in  a  fair  way  of  being  assisted  by  *  dfie 
eirdest  of  the  empire*  He  saw  himself  threatened  witli 
the  ven^ance  of  the  Russian  empn^^s,  and  the  sword  of 
France  gkaming  over  his  head,  without  any  prospect  of 
asststsuiqe  bat  that  which  he  might  derive  from  his  alliance 
with  Great  Britain.  Thus  the*  king  of  England  exchanged 
the  .alliance  of  Russia,  who  was  his  subsidiary,  and  tho 
friendship  of  the  empress  queen,  his  cdd  and  natural  aily, 
for  a  new  connexion  with  his  Prussian  mdjesty,  who  coukt 
neidier^act  as  an  auxiliary  to  <^reat  j^itain,  nor  as  r  pro»^ 
teotor to  Hanover:  and  for  this  copnexion,  the  advantago 
of  which  was  merely  negative,  sUcb  a  pr|ce  was  pcud  by 
England  as  had  never  been  givpn  by  any  other  potcntoi^ 
p§  EuropeY  even  for  services  of  the  greatest  importatice;''^ 
$  XVI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  tiaxon 
mini^teu  at  Ratisbon  delivered  to  the  diet  a  new  and  ample 
memorial,  complaining  the  lamentable  state  of  that  electorate, 

^  fin4  i«aploring  afresh  the  assistance  of  the  enipttre*  The 
|iing  of  Prussia  hsid  also  addressed  a  letter  t<^  the  diet, 
demanding  succour  of  the  several  states,  i^reeat^  to  theiv 
guar^tees  of  the  treaties  of  WestjAaHa  and  Dresden ; 
hwVtfee  minister  of  Mtnw,  ^  director  of  tbfe  diet,  having 
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rgfosed  to  ky  it  before  tbatBueiniily,  the  Bunialerof  Braa* 
dcnbm-gk  ordered  it  to  be  primed^  and  sent  to  his  court  for 
fcnther  tnatrttctkms*  In  the  mean  time  his  Prussian  majesty 
thought  proper^  to  intimate  to  the  king  and  senate  of  Po- 
land, tioit  Aoidd  the  Russian  troops  be  permitted  to  march 
ifaroogh  that  kingdons,  tbej  might  expect  to  see  their  coun- 
ty made  a  scene  of  war  and  desoUtion.  In  t'rante,  the  pros-" 
pect  of  a  general  and  sanguinary  war  <jiidnot  at  all  allay  the 
diatnrb^mce  which  sprang  from  the  dissension  between  the 
ekjrggr  and  parliament,  touching  the  bull  Unigenitus.  The 
king  being  again  brought  over  to  the  ecdesiastical  >  side  oft* 
the  dkpttte,  received  a  brief  from  the  pope,  laying  it  down 
as  a  fundamental  article,  that  whosoever  refuses  to  submit 
to  ike  buH  Unigeniius  is  in  the  way  of  damnation :  and 
e^rtain  cases  are  specified,  in  which  the  sacriimentB  are  to 
be  denied.  The  pariiament  of  Paris,  considering  tiusk 
brief  or  bull  as  a  direct  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the  Gal* 
Hcan  chiirch,  issued  an  arret  or  decree,  supprea^ing  the 
smd  bull ;  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  providing 
againat  the  inconvenienees  widi  which  it  might  be  attended  f 
as  weH  as  the  privilege  to  maintain  in  their  full  force  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  tbo 
bishops,  the  liberties  of  the  Gallican  church,  and  the  cus^ 
loms  oi  the  realm*  The  king,  dissatisfied  with  their  inn 
terposition,  declared  his  design  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice  in 
person  at  the  palace.  Accordingly,  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
November,  the  whole  body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to 
ten  thousand  men,  todc  post  in  the  city  of  Paris  :  and  xyex% 
iaj  the  king  repaired  with  the  usual  ceremony  to  tb» 
palace,  where  the  bed  of  justice  was  held :  amo^g  other 
regulations,  an  edict  was  issued  for  suppressing  the  fourth 
and  fifdi  chambers  of  inquests,  die  members  of  which  had 
remarkably  (H^inguished  theoaaelves  by  their  opposition  to 
the  bull  Unigenitus. 

§  XVIL  In  England,  the  dearth  of  com,  artsisg  m  a 
great  measure  from  the  iniquitous  practice  of  engro^ing, 
was  so  severely  fek  by  the  common  people,  that  insvrrec- 
tkms  were  raised  in  Shropshire  and  Warwickshire  by  tb^ 
pi^ulace,  in  conjunction  with  the  colliers,  who  seised  by 
violence  all  the  provision  they  could  find;  pillaging  without 
dsstmction  the  millers,  farmers,  grocers,  smd  butchers,  until 
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they  were  dispenedby  the  geatlemen  of  the  coantiy,  at  ihe 
heads  of  their  tenants,  and  dependases*  Dis^vdei^  of  the 
same  nature  were  excited  by  the  colliers  on  the  fereat  of 
D^an,  and  those  emplo3red  in* the  works  in  Cumberland^ 
The  corporations^  noblemen^  and  gentlCTaen,  ki  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  exerted  themaelveft  far  the  relief  ol 
the  poor,  who  were  greatly  distressed  ;  and  a  grand  cnun^ 
cil  being  assembled  at  St.  James's  on  the  sanw  subject,  m 
proclamation  was  published,  for  putting  the  laws  tn  speedy 
and  effectual  execution  agamst  die  forestdlers  and  engros- 
sers of  com. 

$  XVI I L  The  fear  of  an  invmion  havmg  now  subsi- 
ded, and  Hanover  being  ^  supposed  in  greater  danger  than 
CrTeat  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  electorate  were  trans«' 
ported  from  £ngland  to  tlteir  own  country.  At  the  latter 
end  of  the  season,  when  the  weather  became  severe^  the' 
innkeepers  of  England  refused  to  admit  the  Hessian  sol- 
diers into  winter  quarters,  as  no  provisk>n  had  been  made 
for  that  purpose  by  act  of  parliament ;  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  hat  their  camp,  andremam  in  die  open  fields  till 
Januar}'^ :  but  the  rigour  of  this  uncomfortable  situation^ 
was  softened  by  the  hand  of  generous  charity,  which  liberal* 
ly  supplied  them  with  sdl  manner  of  refreshment,  and  other 
conveniences ;  a  humane  interposition,  which  rescued  the 
national  character  from  the  imputation  of  crnelcy  and 
Jngratitiide. 

$  XIX*  On  the  second  day  of  December,  his  majesty 
opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech  that  seemed 
to  be  dictated  by  the  genius  of  England*  He  expressed 
his  confidence,  that,  under  the  guidance  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, the  union,  fortitude,  «id  i^ection  of  his  people 
would  enable  him  to  surmount  all  difficulties,  and  vindicate 
the  dignity  of  his  crown  against  the  ancient  enemy  of  Great 
Britain*  He  declared,  that  the  succour  and  preservation  of 
America  constituted  a  main  object  of  his  attention  and 
solicitude;  and  observed^  that  the  growing  dangers  to 
which  the  British  colonies  might  stimd  exposed,  from 
late  losses  in  that  country,  demanded  resolutions  of  ttrigour 
And  despatch*  He  said,  an  adequate  and  firm  defence 
fit  home  should  maintain  the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts ; 
$tid  in  this  gi>eat  view  he  had  nothing  so  muck  at  heart  as 
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Id  remove  aH  grounds  of  diBsatisfaction  from  his  people; 
for  tUs  end,  he  recommended  to  the  care  and"  diligence  of 
the  parliament  the  framing  of  a  national  militia,  planned 
and  regulated  with  equal  regard  to  the  jost  rights  of  his 
crown  and  people ;  an  institution  which  might  become  one 
good  resource  in  time  of  general  danger*  He  took  noticie 
that  the  \mnatural  union  of  councils  abroad,  the  calamities 
which,  in  consequence  of  this  unhappy  conjunction,  mighty 
by  irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into  the  empire,  shake  its 
constitution,  overturn  its  system,  and  threaten  oppression 
to  the  protestant  interest  on  the  continent,  were  events 
which  must  sensibly  affect  the  minds  of  the  British  nationy 
and  had  fixed  the  eyes  of  Europe  on  this  new  and  dan*' 
gtrous  crisis.  He  gave  them  to  understand  that  thfe  body 
of  his  electoral  ^-oops,  which  were  brought  hither  at  the 
desire  of  his  parliament,  he  had  now  directed  to  return  to 
his  dominions  in  Germany,  relying  with  pleasure  on  the. 
spirit  and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  his  person  and 
realm.  He  told  the  commons  that  he  confided  in  their 
wisdom  for  preferring  more  vigorous  efforts,  though  more 
expensive,  to  a  less  effectual,  and  therefore  less  frugal  plan 
of  war ;  that  he  had  placed  before  them  the  dangers  and 
necessities  of  the  public  i  and  it  was  their  duty  to  lay  the 
burdens  they  should  judge  unavoidable  in  such  a  manner 
as  would  least  disturb  and  exhaust  his  people.  He  ex- 
pressed his  concern  for  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  arising 
from  the  present  dearth  of  com,  and  for  the  disturbances 
to  which  it  had  given  rise ;  and  exhorted  his  ptirliament  ta 
consider  of  proper  provisions  for  preventing  the  like  mis- 
chiefs hereafter.  He  concluded  with  remarkmg,  that 
unprosperous .  events  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  had 
drawn  from  his  subjects  signal  proofs  how  dearly  they 
tendered  the  honour  of  his  crown ;  therefore,  they  could 
not,  on  his  part,  fail  to  meet  with  just  returns  of  unwearied 
care,  and  unceasing  endeavours  for  the  glory,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  of  his  people. 

§  XX.  The  king  having  retired  from  the  house  of 
peers,  the  speech  was  read  by  lord  Sandys,  appointed  to 
act  as  speaker  to  that  house ;  then  earl  Gower  moved  for 
an  address,  which,  however,  was  not  CBrried  without  ob« 
jection.     In  one  part  of  it  his  majesty  wtfis  thanked  for 
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having  caused  a  body  of  electoral  tit>ops  to  come  int^' 
England  at  the  request  of  bis  parliament ;  and  this  article 
was  disagreeable  to  those  who  bad  disapproved  of  the 
request  in  the  last  session.  They  said  diey  wished  to  aee 
the  present  address  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  lords ;  a 
satisfaction  they  could  not  have,  if  such  a  paragraph  should 
be  inserted :  for  they  still  thought  the  in-inging  over  Ham 
overian  troops  a  preposterous  measure;  because  it  had 
not  only  loaded  the  nation  with  an  enormous  expense,  but 
also  furnished  the  coiirt  of  France  with  a  plausible  pretence 
for  invading  the  electorate,  which  otherwise  it  would  have 
no  shadow  of  reason  to  attack ;  besides,  the  expedient  was 
held  in  reprobation  by  the  subjects  in  general,  and  such  a 
paragraph  might  be  considered  as  an  insult  on  the  people. 
Notwithstanding  these  exceptions,  which  did  not  seem  to 
be  very  important,  the  address,  including  this  paragraph, 
was  approved  by  a  great  majority. 

.  $  XXI.  In  the  address  of  the  commons  no  such  para- 
graph was  inserted.  As  soon  as  the  speaker  l^id  recited 
his  majesty^s  speech,  Mr.  C.  Townshend  proposed  the 
heads  of  an  address,  to  which  the  house  imanimously 
agreed ;  and  it  was  presented  accordingly.  This  necessary 
form  was  no  sooner  discussed,  than  the  house,  with  a 
warmth  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  suitable  to  such 
an  assembly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  deliberate 
on  that  part  of  his  majcs,ty's  speech  which  related  to  the 
dearth  of  com  that  so  much  distressed  the  poorer  class  of 
people.  A  bill  was  immediately  framed  to  prohibit,  for  a 
time  limited,  the  exportation  of  com,^malt^  meal,  flour, 
l»*ead,  biscuit,  and  starch ;  and  a  resolution  unimimou^y 
taken  to  address  the  sovereign,  thact-  aa  embargo  might  be^ 
forthwith  laid  upon  all  ships  laden  or  to  be  laden  with  these 
cbmmodities.to  be  exported  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britaitt 
and  Ireland.  At  the  same  time^  vice-^admirai  Boscawen, 
fromthe  board  of  admiralty,  informed  the  house,  that  the 
king  and  the  board  having  been  dissatisfied  with  the  gob«* 
duct  of  admiral  Byng,  in  a  late  action  with  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  the  appearance  of  his 
not  having  acted  agreeably  to  his  instructions  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca,  he  was  then  in  custody  of  the  marshal  of  the 
admiralty,  in  order  .to  be  txied  by  a  court   martial :  that 


althougb  this  was  no  more  than  wkat  wa^  usual  in  like 
cases,  yet  as  admiral  Byng  was  then  a  member  of  the 
house,  and  as  his  confinement  might  detain  him  some  time 
from  his  duty  there,  the  board  of  admiralty  thought  it  a 
respect  due  to  the  house  to  inform  them  of  the  commitment 
aod  detainer  of  the  said  admiral.  This  message  being 
detWered,  the  journal  of  the  bouse  in  relation  to  rear* 
admiral  Knowles*^  was  read,  and  what  Mr.  Boscawen  now 
communicilted  was. also  inserted. 

$  XXII*  The  committees  of  ifupply,  and  of  ways  and 
means,  being  appointed,  took  into  consideration  the  neces- 
sities of  the  state/and  made  very  ample  provision  for  enabling 
bis  majesty  to  mainuun  the  war  with  vigour*''^  ^b^y  granted 
fifty-five  thousand  men  for  the  sea  service,  including  eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen  marines ;  and  for  the 
land  service  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  effective  men,  comprehending  four  thousand  and  eight 
invalids.  The  supply  was  granted  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  forces,  as  well  as  for  the  troops  of  Hesse  and  Han- 
over ;  for  the  ordnance ;  the  levy  of  new  regiments ;  for 
assisting  his  majesty  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
observation,  for  the  just  and  necessary  defence  and  preser* 
-vation  of  his  electoral  dominions,  and  those  of  his  allies ; 
and  towards  enabling  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the 
]f:ing«of  Prussia ;  for  the  security  of  the  empire  Against  the 
eruption  of  foreign^  armies,  as  well  as  for  the  support  of  the 

n  Kear-ftdrairal  Knowles  being,  in  the  monthj  of  December,  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  any  forty-nine,  tried  at  Def»tford,  before  a  court  martial,  for  hia 
behaYKHir  in  and  relating  to  an  aetkm  whieh  liappened  on  the  first  day  of  October 

« in  pie  precedin.^  year,  between  a  British  squadron  under  his  command,  and  a 
•quadron  of  Spain,  tlie  coart  was  nnanimously  ot  opinion,  that  tKe  said  Knowles, 
while  he  was  standing  for  the  enemy,  might,  by  a  different  disposition  of  his  squa- 
dron, have  begun  the  attack  with  sfit  ships  as  early  in  the  day  as  four  of  them  were 
(iBgiM|ed}  and  that,  therefore,  by  his  neglecting  M>  to  do,  he  gave  the  enemy  n 
manifest  advantage  ;  that  the  said'  Knowles  remained  on  board  the  ship  Cornwall 

'  With  trai  flag,  after  she  was  disabled  frmn  continuing  the  action,  though  he  might, 
«pon  her  being  disabled,  have  shifted  his  flag  on  board  another  ship  i  and  the 
0ourt  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  he  ought  to  have  done  so,  in  order  to  have 
conducted  and  directed,  during  the  whole  action,  the  motions  of  the  squadron 
mtrasted  to  his  care  and  conduct.  Upcm  consideration  of  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  said  Knowles,  re1at;ing  to  that  action,'  the  court  did  unanimously  agree  that  he 
fett«nder  part  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  articles  of  war,  namely,  the  word 
Begligeiice,  and  no  Other ;  and  also  under  the  twenty-third  article.— The  court, 
therefore,  unanimously  adjudged,  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  for  not  bringing 
ap  the  squadron  in  closer  order  than  he  did,  and  not  beginning  the  attack  with  as 
great  fiM«e  as  he  might  have  dtme ;  atMl  also  for  not  shUltiag  bis  flag,  ufion  the 
Cornwall's  being  difli^ed.  *  An  I  tST. 

o  Nothing  odiild  more  gtorioiisly  evince  the  generosity  of  a  liritish  parliament 
than  this  inter^KMitiqu  for  defending  the  liberties  of  Germany,  va  poopni^Qn  whh 
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common  came;  for  buUding  aad  repairs  of  ships,  imSag 
transports,  payment  of  halfpqr  inkers,  and  the  pensions  of 
widows ;  for  enabling  his  mi^csty  to  discharge  the  like  sum, 
raised  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  sessicm  of 
parliament,  and  charged  upon  die  first  aids  or  8iq>plies  to 
be  granted  in  thb  session,  for  enaUmg  tfao  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  hospital  for  the  maintenance  and  educstiDa 
of  exposed  and  deserted  young  children  to  receive  all  such 
children,  under  a  certain  age,  as  should  be  brought  to  the 
said  hospital  within  the  compass  of  one  year;^  for  maintain^ 
iog  and  supporting  the  new  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia^  for 
repairing  and  finishing  military  roads ;  for  making  good  his 
majesty^s  engagement  with  the  landgmve  of  Hesse  Cassd; 
for  the  expense  of  marching,  recruiting,  and  remounting  Ger- 
man troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain ;  for  empowering  his 
Bnajesty  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war, 
incurred  or  to  be  }Yh:urred  for  the  service  of^he  ensuing  j ear, 
and  to  take  all  such  measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  dis- 
appoint or  defeat  any  enterprises  or  designs  of  hb  enemies, 
as  the  exigency  of  affairs  should  require :  for  the  payment  of 
such  persons,  in  such  a  manner  as  his  majesty  should  direct, 
f6r  the  use  and  relief  of  his  subjects  in  the  several  provinces-of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  in  recompense  for 
such  services  as,  with  the  approbatton  of  his  majesty's  com* 
mander  in  chief  in  America,  they  respectively  had  performed,' 
or  should  perform,  either  by  putting  these  provinces  in  a 
state  of  defence,  or  by  acting  with  vigour  against  the  enemy } 
for  enabling  the  East  India  company  to  defray  the  expanse  of. 
a  military  force  in  their  settlements,  to  be  mainuined  in 
them,  in  lieu  of  a  battalion  of  his  majesty^s  forces  with- 

two  eleeton  onty,  against  the  sonffe  of  the  other  seven,  and  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  roeaMirct  taken  by  the  head  ol'  the  empii-e,  wiio,  in  the  8e<|iiei,  sdgoiatized  thea* 
two  princes  as  reheb,  and  treated  one  of  them  as  an  outlaw. 

p  This  eharity,  estaMished  by  voltuitary  contribution,  might,  umler  proper 
restnotions,  prove  beneficial  to  the  ooiumon wealth,  by  rescuing  dcseKed  children 
from  misery  and  deatli,  and  qnalifyinj^  thcni  for  being  serviceable  members  of  the 
ernnmanity  ;  but  since  the  liberality  ot  parliament  hath  enabled  the  governors  and 
eorporation  to  receive  all  the  children  that  are  presented,  without  question  oi*^ 
limitation,  th%  yearlr  expense  hath  swclle<l  into  a  national  grievance,  ^nd  the 
hnmane  purt>oses  or  the  original  institution  are,  in  a  great  nieasui-e,  defeated. 
Instead  of  an  assylum  for  poor  forlorn  orphans  an<l  abandoned  foundlings,  it  is 
beeome  a  general  rcoeptable  for  the  oflfitpring  of  the  dissolute,  who  care  not  to 
vork  for  tlie  maintenance  of  their  faniilies.  The  hos]>ital  itself  is  a  plain  edifice 
veil  contrived  for  economy  and  convenience,  standing  on  ttt%  north  side  of  the 
aitv,  and  a  little  detached  fi*ora  it,  in  an  agreeable  and  salubrious  situation.  'I'hc 
jball  is  ftdomed  with  some  good  patntin|;s,  the  chapel  i«  elegant,  aad  the  relation* 
fre.  admirable* 
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dnnrn-Av^m  tboae  fims  and  HctorwR;  for  the  msuotefiance 
and  SQ^ort  of  tiw  fbrts  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  for 
wuteatag  tb^  areaoes,  and  renderinj^  more  safe  and  com^ 
lao^mis,  the  streets  .and  passages  leading  from  Cliniringcrost 
to  dw  two  houses  of  pariSkmei^  the  eourts  of  justice, .  and 
tiie  new  bridge  at  Westminster*^  Such  'Were  the  articles 
uader  ip^ldi^  we  may  specify  the  supfdtes  of  this  year,  tm 
the  whole' anHittaling  to  eig^t  millions  tfai-ee  hundred  fiftjr 
thottsmi  .  three  huttdred  taui  twentjr-rfive  pounds,  nine 
shiBii^^  and  three«*pence.  It  must  be  acknowledged,  for 
the  hoQourof  the  administration,  that  the  house  of  commons 
could  not  have  «xhibt«ed  stronger  n^udcs  of  their  attachment 
to  the  iciown  and  person  of  their  sovereign,  as  well  as  of 
their,  desbe  to  see  the  force,  of  the  nation  exSsrted  withi 
becommg  flfiwit*  The  sums  granted  by  the  committee  <tf 
mppfy.  did.  not  «Eeeed  eight  miHions  three  hundred- ftftjr 
thftuflaad.  tln«»  hundred  twenty^fire  pounds,  nine  shillings; 
and.ibne^pence;  the  funds  established  amdunted  to  ei^ie 
iaiUk«ia#8ix:htuMlred*eighty-nhie 'thousand  fifty^one  pounds, 
ttcm^een.  airifiings  and  seveu'^penee ;  so  that  there  was  anr 
oveqaioa  of  Aree  hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  wveh  hun*^  . 
dred aM  twemy-^ttxpounds,  ten  shiUing,  and  four^pence; 
artev^ia  wfaidi  waathoug^tn^ieessary, in  case  the  lotteiy, 
which  WM  founded  on  a  new  piatn,  ahould  hot  succeed. 

f '  XXm»  *  Some  of  Aese  impositions  were  deemed 
giievotiaimffMnpa  by  those  upon  whom  they  immediately 
£eU ;  and  many  friends,  of  'their  eoun^  exclaimed  against 
the  piojeclfed^army  of  observation^  in  Germany,  as  the  com« 
mencensnt  of  a  ruinous  continental  war,  which  it  was  nei- 
ther the  intereat'  of  the  nation  to  undertake,  nor  in  their 
powei^to' maintain^  widiout  starving  the  operations  by  sea, 
and  in  America,  founded  on  British  principlea ;  without 
contn^Qting  such  an  additional  load  of  debts  and  taxes,  as 
coukl.not  fail  to  terminate  in  bankruptcy  and  distress.  To 
those  depaidanta.  of  the  ministry,  who  observed  that  as 
Hanoilex  was  threatened  by  France  for  its  connexion  with 
Great  Biitain,  it  ought^  in  common  gratitude,  to  be  prp- 
tected%  :th^  rei^ed^  that  evety  state,  in  assisting  a^y  fdly, 

q  The  bridge  at  Westminster  may  he  considered  as  a  national  ornament.  It 
vft»l»uilt  Rt  the  pnbUo  expense,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Westminster  ball  t*i 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  consists  of  thirteen  arches,  constructed  witlj 
«%aal  elegance  and  simplicity. 

Vol.  III.  X  X 
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lolwreaTegindtoitsMmpniarvattea:  dntyifite 
kiiig  of  Ei^huid  cttfoycd  bjr  inkerkaiice^  or  wwmggfifm^  a 
prerince  in  the  best  c^  Vrme^  it  wo«M  be  cqoalfy^  ribald 
aad  unjoBt^  is  case  of  a  rnptore  with  diat  kiagdoiR,  to 
tzhaust  the  tnmam  ot  Gteat  Biitu»  in  the  defeooe  of 
■odi  a  province :  and  yet  tho  iidudntanta  of  it  vmU  have 
the  same  right  to  cosq^hin  that  they  taflsrsd  fitar  then*  i 
neidoa  wkh  Englaiidw  llwy  obiefwed»  that  other 
ions,  electorates,  and  priadpilitiea  ia  Gewnany  wemiccMwd 
by  the  constitiilions  of  the  einpire,  as  iPtU  as  by  £sir  and 
aqu^  aUiances  with  dieir  co  mateig  wiareas*  HaDO^cr 
stood  solitary,  Me  a  hnnted  deer  aroidM  by  the  heid,  and 
had  no  otkNsr  riieteer  ^bnt  that  of  shrinkiBg  wider  tha 
extended  shield  of  G*reat  Britain :  that  At  rdaotance  ai^ 
'peessed  fay  die  German  princes  so  undertake  die  defeaoe  of 
Ibsse  dominions  tewed  Irofls  a  firm  psisiiii»ii»  fiMinded.eft 
eiqyei^eace,  that  England  woidd  interpose  as  a  piiiicjpat>  and 
not  only  draw  her  sword  against  tb^  enemiea  of  tba  detmt^ 
rate,  botconcoicraseher  chief  str»igth  ia  tfaetrsal^ocif  and 
waste  her  tr^umm  hi  pqrcbasing  thafar  cepcuirenoai  that 
axchisite  Bi  an  ample  revasoe  drained  from  the  aweatof 
die  peofde,  great  p«rt  of  whMi  had  bean  expended  in  conl^ 
neitfal  efforts,  die  whole  nattensi  debt  incnrred,  since  j^ 
accession  of  die  lale  ki^g^  had  been  caotrasted  in  pnrsnaaee 
dl  measures  totally  fiamign  to  tfte  intewst  of  lima  hmg- 
dome  t  dint,  since  Hanover  war  the  fa vouriie  objest,.  Sag^ 
hnd  woidd  save  moncyv  »id  great  qnandtiea  of  Sritish 
Uood,  by  rikwiog  France  to  take  possession  of  die  ekcto*- 
ntr,  paying  its  ransom  at  the  peace,  and  indeaunfysn^tba 
mhsbkanto  f<v^  dtt  thunagt  dic^  mig^  sustain ;  an  ezpedi- 
fnt  tfaait  wendd  be  prodocdre  of  another  good  cimseipicnce ; 
itwtfiild  r^nsedtc  German- princes  fhwi  dieir  aficc^  indUE* 
fcrenoe^  and  oU«g6  them  to  exert  themselves  witb  vigoair, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  dtleated  neig^ibourfaood  of  snch  an 
eaterprishig  invader. 

^XXI¥*The  article  of  the  «i^ily  reladng  to  the  urmjr 
of  observation  took  rise  from  a  message  signed  by.  his, 
msjes^,  ai^  presented  by  Mr*  Pitt,  now  promoted  to  the 
office  of  principal  secretary  of  state;  a  gentleman  who  bad, 
upon  smidry  occaskms,  combated  the  gigantic  plan  of  con- 
tinental connexions  with  atl  the  strength  of  reason,  and  all 
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<ht  )xy#)er«  of  «lof|pwooe«  Hm  mm  imfoiwi  %b  die  hcmstt 
u  iadoiatioii,  iiii]>ovliag,  U  was  idwsqrs  wUk  rdaetance  that 
kna  nnjes^  aulied  «iMraonfianrjr  supi^HM  of  hie  ptotde ;  bat 
aa  tkie  imted  eoondb)  and  formidabliB  •  pf^aratfons  of 
'Fiantie  aftd  kcr  aUlBs  liireatcnttd  Europe  fai  ^neral  with 
die  moat  ahnMiiig  coasefoeiiee ;  and  aa  Aese  uaJ^Mt  and 
riii^e^e  design*  irere  pnticcdariy  and  imniediatdjF  bcfit 
mpiuM  Ma  aaAfeety's  eleetorai  domiittoaES,  aod  dnee  «f  fais 
g«ed  vMtf^  Ae  ki»g  •f  PfWftia,  hie  majesty  confided  ia  dDe 
escpertenood  seal  and  stfeetion  of  hit  feithful  commoiis,  that 
thef '  mcnXA  cfaeetfidtf  atsiat  him^  in  fbnning  and  maiatain- 
hsf  om-miAy  of  obeervattoa,  for  the  joit  and  neceMaiy 
dcfeoee  4Mid  pDeeenyttioii  of  ^oae  ecfvitoma,  aiKi  enaUe  him 
CO  ^Mifci*  eogagemeats  wilh  hk  iHmseian  majesty,  for  the 
imcmriisf  of  the  eiipive.  ^igainst  the  irruption  of  foreign 
eBfttieav  a»d  4br  the  sttppon  of  she  common  cause.  Beste- 
4riiy  wilt  hlirdlylfelle^e,^aittheeaipefor  aadcilthe  princes 
«#  QmmoLtPf  mmt  m  a  coMpiracjr  agataiA  their  oottefcry, 
MBDOpc  the  Vtiug  of  PruBBia,  tbe  eiector  of  Hanoyer,  and  the 
ItoHlgffaiire  of  Hesse  CasseU  and  they  wiU,  oo  doubt,  be 
vnqpriaedy  tlM  Greac  Britahi,  after  i^l  the  treaties  ehe  had 
iitflde,  and  the  mm^rltiessubeidies  she  had  granted,  shoold 
siae  %*9^  a«  aily  kft,  except  one  priace,  so  embarrassed  «i 
biS'^mti  affaira,  ^diat  he  coidd  granc  her  no  sucoonr,  what- 
ever asaktaaee  he  wrigbt  idemand.  The  kmg^  message 
SMt-withas  Afi^oarable  a  veeefttton^as  he  i:o«ld  have  desired. 
'it mim  read  in  the  house  of  comwoas, together  with  acopy 
^4ilS treaty  between  his  aiiajest)r4md'the  kiiig  of  Pmtosiaf 
ittelWKiig  the  secret  and  separate  artiele,  and  ifce  dedaration 
^igned^oafeiMh  side  bjr  the  plenipotenthwiee  at  Wesansinster: 
the  request  was  granted,  and  the  cmteenttoB  approved.  With 
e^ttal  tisadinesa  did  d>ey  gratify  lua  msj^i^^  kiclinntioft, 
'aignific^  in  another  inessage,  delfa^esfd- on  ihe  aeyenteenth 
day  of  May,  by  lord  Bateman,  indmaimig,  that  in  this 
critical  janceare,  emergencies  might  wise  of  die  ^utmost  in^- 
portanee,'  and  be  attended  widk  the  imMt  pemioioiM  eonse- 
qtientieS)  if  proper  means  sboidd  not  be  iasflaediftefy  applied 
to  prevent  or  defeat  them;  hta  am^eaqr  was,  tberefoi^i 
"desit^ws  tJu^  the  house  wpidd  enable  Mm  Co  defray  any 
eittraordioary  expenses  ^of  the  wftr,  wenrred  or  to  be  iaksnr- 
ral  for  the  service  of  the  otorent^yiar ;  4«4  W  «i*e  all  sndh 
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mcaiuret  as  mi^t  be  aeceastty  to  disappoiiit  or  defctt  m^ 
enterprises  or  ^signs  of  hb  eaenms,  as  the  esigeaey  of 
affairs  might  require.  The  commUtee  of  supply  fordywith 
granted  a  vety  large  sum  for  these  purpoaes^  incbidiag  the 
charge  of  German  mercenaries.  A  like  messages  being  at 
^the  same  time  Communicated  to  the  upper  home^  thtir  loed- 
%hips  voted  a  very  loyal  address  upon  the  occasion ;  aad 
when  the  article  of  supply,  which  it  produced  among^the 
commons,  fell  under  their  inspection,  they  mammously 
agreed  to  it,  by  vtzy  of  a  clause  of  appropriad<m* 

$  XXV.  We  have  already  observed,  that  the  faslrblU 
-which  the  commons  passed  in  this  session,  was  fbrtl^  relief 
of  the  poor,  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  pf  com ;  but.tlris 
remedy  not  being  judged  adequate  to  the  evU^  anctt^r-bitt 
was  fntmed,  removing,  ^  for  a  limited  time^  tbo  du^- theft 
payable  upon  foreign  com  and  flour  imported ;  as  aUorpef^ 
mitting,  for  a  certain  time,  all  sueh  foreign  cmn,  grain^ 
meal,  bread,  biscuit,  and  flour,  as  had  been  or  sboohl  be 
taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be  landed  and  esqmided  iathe 
kingdom  duty  free.    In  order  still  more  to  reduce  Ae  high 
price  of  com,  and  to  prevent  any  supply  of  pcovisifipia  from 
being  sent  to  our  enemies  in  Amerijoa,'  a  ^%vd  UU  wes 
brought  in,  prohibiting,  for  a  time  therein  limieed^  the 
exportation  of  com,  grain,  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  biscait, 
starch,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  other  victual,  from  any -of  thie; 
British  plantations,  unless  to  Great  Britain  or  Irelaml^or 
from  one  colony  to  lEmother.     To  this  act  two.cbmsef.  were'* 
added,  for  allowing  those  necessaries,  mentioned  ahoMj  tb 
be  imported  in  foreign  built  ships,  and  from  any  aiate  m 
amity  with  bis  majesty,  either  into  Great  Britain  or  lye- 
land;  Imd  for  exporting  from  Southampton  or  fixeterto 
the  Isle  of  Man,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  a  quantity: 
pf  wheat,  barley,  oats,  meal,  or  flour,  tujt  exceeding^ivMi 
thousand  five  hundred  quarters.  The  commons  wo^uld  have 
still  -  improved   their  humanity,   had   tbey  contrived  and 
established  some  efiectuat  method  to  punish  those  unfeeling 
villains,  who,  by  exigrossing  and  hoarding  up  great?quanti* 
tie*  of   grain,   hfkd  created  this   artificial   scarcity,    and 
deprived  their  fellow  creatures  of  bread,  with  a  view  to 
there  ow:n  private  ^dviintage.     Upon  a  subsequent  report 
of  the  committee,  the  house  resolved^  that,,  to  prevent  the 
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l^f^  fintt  of  wheat  and  bread,.iio4{»irlt«  should  be  distilled 
lirom  wheat  for  a  limited  time*     While  the  bill  formed  on 
this  resolution^  .ws^s  jin  ^mbr)'0,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  houae  by  the  breweirs  oil  Loodon,  Westminster,  South- 
wark,  and  parts  adjacent^  represosting,  that,  when  the  reso- 
lution passed,  the  price  of  malt,  which  was  before  too  high, 
immediately  rose  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  petitioners 
found  themselves  utterly  incapable  of  •  carrying  on  business 
at  the  price  malt  then  bore,  oixasioned)  as  they  conceived, 
from  an  apprehension  of  the  necessity  the  distiUers  vrould 
be  under  to  make  use  of  the  best  pale  malt,  and  substitute 
the  best  barley  in  lieu  of  wheat :  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
fl^iarkeis  would  not  be  able  to  supply  a  sufi&cient  (|uantity  oil* 
barley  for  the  demands  of  bpth  professions^  b^dea 'Other 
necesjsary ,uses :  they,  therefore,  prayed,  that  in  regard  to 
die  pi;4^c  revenue,  to  which  the  trade  of  the  pe^titioners  s^ 
krgQly  contributed,  proper  measures  might  be  taken  for 
preventing^  the  public,  loss,  and  relieving  their  particular 
distress    The  bouse  would  not  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  a  remon^ 
strsmce  in  which  the  revenue  was  concerned*    The  mem^ 
bers  appointed  to  prepare   the  bill   immediately  received^ 
instructions  to  make  provision  in  it  to  restrain,  for  a  limited 
tinv^t  thtt  distilling  9f  b^u-ley,  malt,  and  all  grain  whatsoever* 
The  bill  was  framed  accordin^y, .  but  did  not  pass  without , 
strenuous  opposition.     To  this  prohibition  it  was  objected, 
that  there  are  always  large  quantities  of  wheat  and. barley  - 
in  the/ kingdom  so  much  damaged,  as  to  be  i^nfit  for  any. 
use   but  the  distillery,  consequently  a  restriction  of  this 
na^re  would  ruin  many  farmers,  and  others  emplpyed  in 
the  tmde  of  malting.     Particular  interests,  however,  must 
often  be  sacrificed  to  the  welfare  of  the  community ;  and  the. 
present  distress  prevailed  over  the  prospect  of  thi^  disad-  - 
vantage.     If  they  had  allowed  any  sort  of  grain  to  be  dis- 
tilled, it  would  have  been  impossible  to  prevent  the  distiUing  . 
of  every  kind.    The  prohibition  was  limited  to  t\^o  months :   - 
but  at  the.  expiration  of  that  term,  the  scarcity  still  con^ 
tinuing,  it  was  protracted  by  a  new  bill  to  the  eleventh  day 
of  December,  with  a  proviso,  empowering  his  majesty  to 
put  an  end  to  it  at  any  time  after  the  eleventh  day  of  May^ 
if  such  a  step  should  be*  judged  for  the  advantage  of  the 
kingdom. 
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$  XXVL  Tht  next  bitt  ihM  Mgaged  the  rtiwiip  of 
the  commons  was  A  measure  of  tkt  utmost  uatloiial  uttpnr* 
tance,  though  secretly  disliked  by  maoy  indMdttAls  of  ^k 
legislature,  who,  neveitbeless,  did  not  venture  to  aivoir  their 
disapprobatiott.  The  estaUishmeat  of  a  miKtia  was  a  rmtf 
popular  and  desirable  object,  but  attended  with  uombeckss 
difficulties,  and  a  competition  of  interests  which  k  was  ko* 
possible  to  reconcile*  It  had  formerly  been  an  inriBhnwstifcie 
source  of  contention  between  the  crown  and  the  oonMBOtts ; 
but  now  both  apparently  concurred  in  renderiiig  it  aenmo- 
able  to  the  commonwealth,  though  some  acc^eseed  -in  the 
scheme,  who  were  not  at  aU  hearty  in  its  favour*  On  Ac 
fourth  day  of  December,  a  mo^n  was  made  for  die  bffl*  by 
colonel  George  Townshead,  elde^  son  of  lord  viscousit 
Townsh^nd,  a  gendeman  of  courage,  sense,  and  praU^; 
endued  with  penetration  to  diaceni,  and  honesty  to  poraue, 
the  real  interest  of  his  countiy,  in  defiance  of  power^  in  con^ 
tempt  of  private  advantages.  Leave  being  giiim  to  biing 
in  a  bill  for  die  better  ordering  of  the  milkia  forcea  in  the 
several  counties  of  England,  the  task  of  preparkig  it  *was 
allotted  td  Mr.  Townshe^d,  and  a  consideraUe  number  of 
the  most  able  members  in  the  house,  oomprehendmg  his 
own  brother,  Mr*  Charlea  Townshend,  whose  genius  shone 
with  disdnguidied  lustre :  he  was  keen,  discerning,  ekM{uent, 
and  accurate ;  possessed  a  reneiarkaUe  vivacity  of  parts,  widi 
a  surprising  solidity  of  understanding;  wi»  a  vM  wi&ouft 
arrogance,  a  patriot  without  prejudice,  aenda  oourder  wtth** 
out  dependence. 

^  XXVII.  While  the  militia  bill  remained  tmder  •consi- 
deration in  the  house,  a  petition  for  a  conslitutimiaPonl 
well  regulated  militia  was  presented  by  the  maycor,  jmwts, 
and  comm^onalty  of  the  king's  town  and  parish  of  MMtstone, 
in  Kent,  in  common  council  assembled.  At  the  saOie  time 
remonstrances  were  offered  by  the  protesUmt  dissentiDg 
ministers  of  the  ,three  denominations  in  smd  about  die  cities 
of  London  and  Westmy^ter;  by  die  protestant  dissenters 
of  Shrewsbury ;  the  dissenting  ministers  of  Devonshire ;  ^le 
protestant  dissenters,  being  freeholders  and  burgesses  of  the 
town,  .and  county  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  joined  with 
other  inhabitants  of  the  church  of  England,  expressing  their 
apprehension,  that,  in  the  bill  then,  depending,  it  mighibe 


psopoiNid-to  eatct)  that  the  mid  militia  should  be  exercised 
en  the  X^ord's  dxy^,  commoiily  called  Sunday,  and  praying 
that  BO  daitte  lor  socb  purpose  might  pass  into  a  law. 
Though  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculously  fanatic  and 
iia|»er^fifiiit  than  a  declaratioa  of  such  a  scruple  against  a 
practice  so  laudable  and  necessary,  in  a  country  where  that 
dtif  of  the  week  is  generally  spent  in  merrymaking,  riot, 
and  debauchery,  the  house  paid  so  much  regard  to  the 
squeasaatsh  edaaciences  of  those  puritanical  petitioners,  that 
Monday  was  pitched  upon  for  the  day  of  exercise  to  the 
Qttlilaa,  thongb  on  such  working  days  they  might  be  much 
mom  pro&tably  employed,  both  for  themselves  and  their 
wistty  t  and  that  no  religious  pretence  should  be  left  for 
«ffioan^  die  progress  and  execution  of  the  bill,  proper 
claittea  were  inserted  for  the  relief  of  the  quakers.  An- 
olbar  petition  and  counter  petition  were  delivered  by  the 
m$spatnM$y  itteholders,  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Not- 
tiai^rae^  in  relation  to  dieir  particular  franchise,  which  were 
acscHrdifigly  considered  in  framing  the  bill. 

.  ^  XS^VIII.  After  mature  deliberation,  and  divers  alter* 
atftons,  it  ^passed  the  lower  house,  and  was  sent  to  the  lords 
fbr  their  con^tirrence :  here  it  underwent  several  amend- 
oar  of  which  was  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
k  men  to  one  half  of  what  the  commons  had  promised  i 
namdy^  to  dnrty^two  thousand  diree  hundred  and  forty 
BMntfer  'die  whole  kingdom  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
amendments  being  canvassed  in  the  lower  house,  met  with 
scmie  opposition^  and  divers  conferences  with  their  lordships 
earned :  at  length,  however,  the  two  bouses  agreed  to  every 
article,  and  the  bill  soon  received  die  royal  sanction.  No 
pvovisioa,  however,  was  made  for  clothes,  arms,  accoutre- 
men^t  ^^d  pay:  had  regulations  been  made  for  these  pur- 
poses, the  -act  would  have  become  a  money  bill,  in  which 
die -losdiB  could  have  made  no  amendment;  in  order,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  any  difference  between  the  two  houses,  on 
a  dispute  of  privileges  not  yet  determined,  and  that  the 
house  of  peers*  might  make  what  amendments  they  should 
think  expedi^t^  the  commons  left  the  expense  of  the  mili* 
tia  to  be  regulated  in  a  subsequent  bill,  during  the  following 
session,  when  they  could,  with  more  certainty,  compute 
what  sum  would  be  necessary  for  these  purposes*     After 
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all,  the  bill  seemed  to  be  crude,  imperfect,  and  meffiectual, 
and  the  promoters  of  it  were  well  aware  of  its  defects ;  bat 
they  were  apprehensive  that  it  would  have  been  dropped 
altogether  had  they  inshted  upon  the  scheme's  being  exe- 
cuted in  its  fuU  extent.  They  were  eager  to  seize  this 
opportunity  of  trying  an  experiment,  which  might  after- 
waids  be  improved  to. a  greater  national  advantage;  and 
therefore,  diey  acquiesced  in  many  restrictions  and  alter- 
ations, which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  adopteid.      > 

§  XXIX.  The  next  measure  that  fell  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house  was^  rendered  necessary  by  ihe  in- 
hospitable perseverance  of  the  publicans  and  innholders, 
who  conceived  themselves  not  obliged  by  law  to  receive  or 
give  quarters  in  their  houses  to  any  foreign  ti^ops,  and 
accordingly  refused  admittance  to  the  Hessian  auxiliaries, 
who  began. to  be  dreadfully  incommoded  by  the  severity  of 
the  weather.  This  objection  imi^ying  an  attack  npoo^  die 
prerogative,  the  government  did  not  think  fit,  arthis  jn^- 
ture,  to  dispute  anj'-  other  way,  than  by  pfOcfUring  a.  n^w 
Liw  in  favour  of  those  foreigners.  It  was  entitled,  "  A 
"  bill  to  make  provision  for  quartering  the  foreign  troo'ps 
"  now  in  this  kingdom^'*  prepared  by  lord  Barringtop,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  Ae  solicitor  general,  and 
immediately  passed  without  opposition*  This  step  being 
taken,  anodier  bill  was  brought  in,  for  the  regidation  of  the 
marine. forces  while  on  shore.  This  was  almost  a  traniscript 
of  the  mutiny  act,  with  this  material  diffferCnee:  it  cm- 
powered  the  admiralty  to  grant  commissions  for  holding 
general,  courts  martial,  and  to  do  every  tfahig,  and  iti  the 
same  manner  as  his  majesty  is  empowered  to  do  by.  the 
usual  mutiny  billi  consequent,  every  clatis^  was  adopted 
without  question. 

§  XXX.  The  same  fevourable  reqjeption  was  given  to 
a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  and  efiectual  recruiting  his  ma^^ 
jesty's  land  forces  and  marines;  a  law  which  threw  into, 
the  hands  of  many  wortMess  msigistrates  an  additional 
power  of  oppressing  their  fellow  creatures :  all  justices  of 
the  peace,  commissioners  for  the  land  tax,  magistrates  of 
corporations  and  boroughs,  were  empowered  to  meet  by 
direction  of  the  secretary  at  war,  communicated  in  precepts 
issued  by  the  high  sheriffs,  or  their  deputies,  within  their 


Mtpetthrt  dUritioBS,  and  at  dtenr  usual  places  of  meetiog, 
i»  qoolify  cfaemseWet  for  dw  execution  of  the  act  y  then 
Aejr  were  required  to  appoint  the  timet  and  places  for 
ibeiri  aucosedtag  meetiiigs  ;  to  issue  precepts  to  the  proper 
oftcera  for  these  saocecdiag  meetings ;  ssid  to  give  notice 
•f  the  time  and  place  of  ernty  meeting  to  such  military 
dicers,  as,  by  notice  from  the  secretary  at  war,  should  be 
directed«to  attend  Aat  service.  The  anniud  bill  for  pre** 
VfA^ng  mimny  ai^  desertion  met  with  no  objections,  and 
indeed  contained  nothing  essentially  different  from  that 
which  had  passed  in  t&e  last  session*  The  next  law 
enacted,  was,  for  further  preventing  embezzkment  of 
gooda  and  s^pard,  by  those  with  whom  they  are  intrusted, 
and  putdag  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  gaming  in  public 
houses.  Bj  this  l>ill  a  penalty  was  inflicted  on  pawn* 
brokers,  in  a  smnsBary  way,  for  receiving  goods,  knowing 
Ihem  not  to  be  the  property  of  the  pledger,  and  pawned 
without  ^tke  avrthoiity  of  the  owner/  With  respect  to 
gaming,  die  act  ordained,  that  all  publicans  suffering  jour^ 
jMymen,  labourers,  servants,  or  apprentices  to  game  with 
cards,  dice,  shutteboards,  mississippt,  or  biUiardtables, 
•kittles,  ninepins,  be  should  forfeit  £orty  shillings  for  the 
first  offence,  and  for  every  subsequent  oiSfeoce  ten  pounds 
shatt  be  levied  by  distress. 

^  XXXI.  Divers  inconveniencies  having  resulted  from 
iitt  interposition  of  justices,  who,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of , 
parliament  passed  in  the  present  reign,  assumed  the  right 
cf  establishkig  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages  to  weavers, 
several  petitions  were  offered  to  the  house  of  commons, 

f  It  ITM  enaeted,  that  penoiis*  pswnbg,  exehaogiiig^  or  disposing  of  gooda^ 
^tltfiut  leare  of  the  Ofrner,  dioald  suffer  in  the  penalty  of  tirentj  a&ilrniss ;  and^ 
oq  nonpayment^  be  eommitted  for  fourteen  days  to  hard  labour ;  afterwards,  if 
Ae  Money  eooM  net  then  be  paid,  to  be  whipped  pablioly  in  the  house  of  eov- 
rection,  or  such  other  plaoe  as  the  justice  of  the  peace  should  appoint,  on  publi- 
eatiofi  of  the  proaeoutor :  that  erery  pawnbroker  should  make  entry  of  the  per- 
son's B^me  and  phiee  of  abode  who  pledges  any  eoods  with  him ;  and  the  pledger, 
if  he  required  it,  should  have  a  dupTieate  of  that  entry:  that  a  pawnbroker, 
.  tfeeeiviny  ^men  or  apptfcl  latraited  to  others  to  be  washed  or  mended,  should 
forfeit  doolMe  the  ium  Imt  upon  it,  and  restore  the  goods :  that  upon  bath  of  vaf 
peraoA  wboat  goods  are  vriawftilhr  pawned  or  exehaagad,  the  justiee  should  issue 
a  warrant  to  awreh  the  snspaeted  person's  house ;  and  upon  relTusal  of  admittanoc 
the  ofllker  aai|bt  break  open  the  door:  that  goods  pawned  for  any  sum  not  es- 
"*  ig  te^pooaAs  H^Sht  he  reeovcred  wttfam  two  yens,  the  owner  making 
parwniag,  aid  tendering  the  principd,  interest,  iMid  charges :  that  i 
nkigimredc^     •-     -  »     .^  .^    ^-_^  ..^ -_^ -^.j  ^ 


tne  omeer  a«g^t  break  open  Um  <loor :  that  goods  pawned  tor  any  sum  not  es- 
eeedtHg  te»  pooaAs  H^Sht  he  reeovcred  wttliin  two  years,  the  owner  making  oath 
«fthe  parwniag,  aid  tendering  the  principd,  interest, iMid  charges:  that  goods 
tfemainkig  anredeenied  for  two  years  should  be  foribited  and  sold,,  tiie  oyerplus  to 
be  aeeomited  for  to  t^  oiioiev  o^  dn^maod. 
Vol.  III.  Y  y 
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representiiig  the  evU  consequences  of  sudi  an  estaUUi- 
ment  a  and  although  these  ailments  were  amwered  and 
opposed  in  counter  petitions,  the  commons,  actuated  by  a 
laudable  concern  for  the  interest  of  the  woollen  manufacture, 
after  due  deliberation  removed  the  grievance  by  a  new  billy 
repealing  so  much  of  the  former  act  as  empowered  justices 
of  the  peace  to  make  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages«**-^71ie 
commons  were  not  more  forward  to  provide  •sup^tes 
for  prosecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  than  ready  to  adopt 
new  regulations  for  the  advantage  of  trade  and  manufocr 
tures.  The  society  of  the  free  British  fishery  presented  a 
petition,  alleging,  that  they  had  employed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thirty  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  five  pounds^ 
eight  shillings,  and  six-pence^  together  with  the  entire 
produce  of  their  fish,  and  all  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
several  branches  allowed  on  the  tonnage  of  their  shipping, 
and  on  the  exportation  of  their  fish,  i|i  carrying  on  the  said 
fishery;  and  that,  from  their  being  obliged,  in  the  infancy 
of  the  undertaking,  to  incur  a  much  larger  expense  than 
was  at  that  time  foreseen,  they  now  found  themselves  so 
far  reduced  in  their  capital  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 
further  prosecuting  the  fisheries  with  any  hope  of  success, 
unless ,  indulged  with  the  further  assistance  of  parliament. 
They  prayed  therefore,  that,  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  on  the  said  fisheries,  they  might  have  liberty  to  make 
use  of  such  nets  as  they  should  find  best  adapte4  to  the 
said  fisheries ;  each  buss,  nevertheless,  carrying  to  sea  the 
same  quantity  and  depth  of  netting;,  which,  by  the  fishery 
acts,  they  were  then  bound  to  carry ;  that  the  bounty  of 
thirty  shillings  per  ton,  allowed  by  the  said  acta  on  the 
vessels  employed  in  the  fishery,  might  be  increased ;  and 
forasmuch  as  many  of  the  stock  proprietors  were  unable  to 
advance  any  further  sum  for  prosecuting  this  branch  of 
commerce;  and  others  unwilling  in  the  present  situauon, 


8  It  likewise  imported,  that  all  contracts  or  agreements  made  hetwetn  clothiers, 
and  wearers,  in  respect  to  wages,  should,  from  and  after  the  first  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  be  valid,  notwitl^tanding  any 
rate  established,  or  to  be  established ;  but  that  these  contracts/Or  agreements 
should  extend  only  to  the  actual  prices  or  rates  of  workmanship  or  wages,  and 
not  to  the  payment  thereof  in  any  other  manner  than  in  money;  aftd  that  if  any 
clothier  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  weaver  the  wages ^  pwce  agi-eed  on, 
in  mone^,  within  two  days  after  the  work  .should  1^  perform^  and  delivered,  th^ 
^ame  bemg  demanded,  should  forfeit  forty  sh^ling^  foi;  e vei/  such  ofi:ence. 
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and  under  the  present  restraints,  to  risk  any  further  sum  in 
the  undertaking ;  that  the  stock  of  the  society,  by  the  said 
acts  made  unalienable,  except  in  case  of  death  or  bank- 
ruptcy, for  a  term  of  years,  might  forthwith  be  made 
transferable ;  and  that  the  petitioners  might  be  at  liberty, 
between  the  intervals  of  the  fishing  seasons,  to  employ 
the  busses  in  such  a  manner  as  they  should  find  for 
the  advantage  of  the  society,  ^^hile  the  committee  was 
employed  in  deliberating  on  the  particulars  of  this  remon- 
strance, another  was  delivered  frona  the  free  British  fishery 
chamber  of  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  representing,  that 
as  die  law  then  stood,  they  went  to  Shedand,  and  returned 
at  a  great  expense  and  loss  of  dme ;  and  while  the  war 
continued  durst  not  stay  there  to  fish,  besides  being  obliged 
to  run  the  most  imminent  risks,  by  going  and  returning 
wididut  convoy :  that  ever  since  the  institution  of  the  pre- 
sent fishery,  experience  had  fully  shown  the  ftshery  of 
Shetland  not  worth  following,  as  thereby  the  petitioners  had 
lost  two  months  iof  a  much  better  fishery  in  St.  George's 
channel,  within  one  day's  aail  of  Whitehaven :  they  took 
notice,,  that  the  free  British  fishery  society  had  applied  to 
the  house  for  further  assistance  and  relief;  and  prayed 
that  Campbeltown  in  Argjdeshire,  might  be  appointed  the 
place  of'  rendezvous  for  the  busses  belonging  to  Whiteha- 
ven, for  the  summer  as  well  as  the  winter  fishery,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  fish  with  greater  advantage.  The  com- 
mittee, having  considered  the  matter  of  both  petitions,  were 
of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  should  be  at  liberty  to  use 
such  nets  as  they  should  find  best  adapted  to  the  white 
herring  fishery :  that  the  bounty  of  thirty  shillings  per  toii 
should  be  augmented  to  fifty :  that  the  petitioners  should 
be  allowed,  during  the  intervals  of  the  fishing  seasons,  to 
employ  their  vessels  in  any  other  lawful  business,  provided 
they  should  have  »been  employed  in  the  herring  fishery 
during  the  proper  stfusons :  that  ti^^  might  use  such  bar- 
rels for  packing  the  fish  as  they  then  used,  ori^  might  here- 
after find  best  adapted  for  that  purpose:  that  they  should 
have  liberty  to  nuUce  u^e  of  any  wa3te  or  uncultivated  land, 
one  hundred  yards  at  the  least  above  high  water  mark,  for 
the'parpose^f  drying  their  nets  ;  and  that  Campbeltown 
worfft'be  the  most  proper  a.nd  convenient  place  for  the 
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rendezvous  of  ili«  tmsaet  bekmgiiig  to  Wbit^haYen.  This 
last  resolution,  however,  was  not  iaacited  m  the  biU  which 
contained  the  other  five,  and  in  a  little  time  received  the 
royul  assent*  * 

f  XXXII*  Such  are  the  conocxiona^  de|^de&cies,  and 
relations  subsisting  between  the  flAechantcal  arts,  agricul^ 
ture,  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  required 
study,  deliberation,  and  inquiry  in  the  legidature  to  discern 
and  distinguish  the  whole  scope  and  consequences  of  many 
projects  offered  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonweakh.  The 
society  of  merchant  advenUirers  in  the  city  of  Bristol. aHe* 
ged,  in  a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  great  quan- 
tities of  bar  iron  were  imported  into  Great  Britmn  fvoa 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  other  parts,  chiefly  purchased  with  ready 
money,  some  of  which  iron  was  exported  again  to  Africa  and 
other  places :  and  the  rest  wrought  up  by  the  manufao* 
turers.  They  afirmed  that  bar  iron,  iasported  froril  Noiik 
America,  would  answer  the  same  purposes ;  and  the  impor-^ 
tation  of  it  tend  not  only  to  the  great  advantage  of  die 
kingdom,  by  increasing  its  shipping  and  navigation,  but  also 
to  the  benefit  of  the  British  colonies  ;  diat  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  twenty -third  year  of  his  present  majesty^  reign,  die 
importation  of  bar  iron  from  America  into  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, du^  free,  was  permitted ;  but  its  being  carried  coast- 
ways,  or  farther  by  land  than  ten  miles,  had  been  prohibited  i 
so  that  several  very  considerable  manufacturing  towns  were 
deprived  of  the  use  of  American  iron,  and  the  out  ports 
prevented  from  employing  it  in  their  export  commerce : 
they  requested,  therefore,  that  bar  iron  might  he  imported 
from  North  America  into  Great  Britain,  duty  free,  by  all 
his  majesty's  subjects.  This  request  being  reinforced  by 
many  other  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
other  classes  of  men,  who  thought  several  interests  would 
be  affected  by  such  a  measure,  took  the  alarm ;  and,  injdivers 
counter  petitions, '  specified  many  iU  consequences  which 
they  alleged.would  arise  from  its  being  enacted  into  a  law. 
Pamphlets  were  published  on  both  sides  of  the  question, , 
and  violent  disputes  were  kindled  upon  this  subject,  which 
\^as  justly  deemed  a  matter  of  national  importance.  The 
opposers  of  the  bill  observed,  that  large  quantities  of  iron 
were  yearly  produced  at  home,  and  employed  moltitudeaiof 
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poor  people,  diere  btebg  no  Vsm  thM  one  hundred  and  nine 
ferges  in  Engkuid  and  Waks,  betide»  those  erected  in 
Scodandf  the  whole  producmg. eighteen  thouaand  tons  of 
iron :  that  as  die  miiks  in  Great  9riudA  are  inexhaustible^ 
the  produce  would  of  lafte  jrears  have  been  considerably 
increased,  had  not  the  poopie  been  kept  und^r  continual 
s^rehension  of  seeing  American  iron  admitted  duty^  freet 
a  supposition  which  had  prerented  the  traders  from  extend^ 
mg  their  works,  wsd  discouraged  anany  from  engaging  in 
this  branch  of  tiafic;  they  aUegnd  that  the  iron  works, 
dready  carried  on  in  Engbmd,  occasioned  a  consumption  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  cords  of  wood,  pro* 
doced  in  coppices  that  grow  upon  barren  la»ds«  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  turned  to  any  good  account:  that  as. the 
coppices  afford  shade,  and  preserve  a  moisture  in  the  ground, 
die  pasture  is  more  valuable  with  die  wood^  diaa  it  would 
be  if  die  copies  were  grubbed  up ;  tonsequendy  idl  the 
estates,  where  these  now  grow,  would  sink  in  their  yearly 
value :  that  diese  coppices,  now  cultivated  and  preserved 
for  the  use  of  the  iron  works,  are  likewise  absolutely  neces^ 
sary  for  the  manufacture  of  leather,  as  they  furnish  bark 
fer  die  tanners  $  and  that,  according  to  the  nMbiagement  of 
diese  coppicQS,  they  produced  a  great  number  of  timber 
^rees,  so  necessary  for  die  purposes  of  building.  They 
asserted,  that  nckher  the  American  iron,  nor  any  that  had 
yet  been  found  in  Great,  Britain,  was  so  proper  for  convert* 
ing  into  steel  as  that  which  comes  from  Sweden^  particu* 
lariy  that  sort  called  ore  ground ;  but  as  diere  are  mmes  in 
the  northern  parte  of  Britain,  nearly  in  die  same,  latitude 
with  those  of  Sweden,  furnished  widi  sufficient  quantities  of 
wood,  and  rivers  for  mills  and  engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be 
doubted  but  that  people  would  find  metal  of  the  same  quality, 
and,  in  n  few  years,  be  able  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
impordni^  iron  either  from  Sweden  or  Bussia*  They  infer* 
red  that  American  iron  could  never  inter£ere  with  that 
winch  Cireat  Britain  imported  from  Sweden,  because  it  wan 
Hot  fit  for  edged  tools,  anchors,  chain  plates,,  and  other  par^ 
ticulars  necessary  in  sUp  building;  nor  diminish  the  impor^^ 
tadon  <^  Russian  iron,  which  ivaa.not  only  harder  than  the 
Ameriom  and  Bridsh,  but  also  could  be  afforded  cheaper 
than  that  brought  from  our  own  plantations^  even  though 
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the  duty  of  this  last-Bhoold  be  removed.  The  iibportation 
of  Anlerican  iron,  therefore,  doty  free,  coidd  mterfiBre  vrhit 
no  other  sort  but  that  produced  in  Britain,  with  which,  l^ 
means  of  this  ad^aiKage,  it  would  clash  so  much,  as  to  put 
a  stop  in  a  Utde  time  to  all  the  k^n  wolrks  now  carried  on 
iiTthe  kingdom,  and*  reduce  to  beggary  a  great  number  of 
femities  whom  they  support.  To  these  .  objections  the 
favourers  of  the  bill  solicited  replied,  that  when  a  manufac- 
ture is  much  more  valuable  than  the  rough  materials,  andT 
these  cannot  be  produced  at  home  in  suficieot  quantities, 
and  at  such  a  price  as  is  consktent  with  the  preservation  of 
the  manufacture,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  legislature  to  admit 
a  free  imponaltion  of  these  materials,  even  from  foreign 
countries,  although'  it  shcnUd  put  an  end  to  the  prodoetioa 
of  that  material  in  this  island :  ^t  as  the  neighbours  of 
Great  Britain  are  now  more  attentive  than  ever  to  their 
commercial  interests,  and  endeavouring  to  manufacture 
their  rough  oMterialfr  at  home,  tbit  nation  most  take  every^ 
method  for  lowering  the  price  of  materials,  otherwise  in  a 
few  years  it  win  lose  the  manufacture;  and,  instead  of  sup^ 
plying  other  countries,  be  furnished  by  them  widi  all  the 
fine  toys  and  utensils  made  of  ^teel  and  iron :  that  being  in 
danger  of  losing  not  only  the  manufacture  but  the  produce 
of  iron,  unl^s  it  can  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  thsm 
that  for  which,  it  is  sold  at  present,  the  only  way  of  attain- 
ing this  end,  is  by  diminishing  the  duty  payable  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  ii'on,  or  by  rendering  it  nece^ary  for 
the  undertakers  of  the  iron  mines  in  Great  'Britain  to  sell 
their  produce  cheaper  than. it  has  been  for  ^some  years 
afforded:  that  ttw  most  effectual  method  for  this  purpose 
is  to  raise  up  a  rival,  by  permitting  a  free  importation  of 
all  sorts  of  iron  from  the  American  plantations :  that  Ame- 
rican iron  can  never  be  #old  so  cheap  as  that  of  Btitmn  can 
be  afforded ;  for,  in  the  colonies,  labourx>f  all  kinds  is  much 
dearer  than  in  England :  if  a  man  employs  his  Own  slaves; 
he  must  reckon  in  his  charge  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
common  interest  of  their  purchase  money,  because,  wheri 
one  of  them  dies,  or  escapes  from  his  master,  he  loses  both 
interest  and  principal ;  that  the  common  interest  of  money 
in  the  plantations  is  considerably  higher  than  in  England, 
consequently  no  man  in  t^stt  country  will  employ  his  money 
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m  asy  tomcli.  of  trade  by  which  he  cannot  gain  considerably 
more  per  cent*  than  ia  expected  in  Great  Britain,  where  the 
iiiteff^t,is  low,  and  profit  moderate;  a  circumstance  which 
will. always  give  a  great  advantage  to  the  British  miner, 
who  lilcewise  enjoys  an  .exemption  from  freight  and  ensu* 
rance^  which.lie  heavy  upon  the  American  adventurer,.  espe« 
cially  in  time  of  war.  With  re$pect  to  the  apprehension  , 
of  .the  leather  tanners,  they  observed,  that  as  the  coppices 
generally  grew  on  barren  lands^  not  fit  for  tillage,  and  im- 
proved the  pasturage,  no  proprietor  woukl  be  at  the  expense 
ef  grubbing  up  the  wood  to  spoil  the  pasture,  as  he  could 
make  no  other,  use  of  the  land  on  which  it  wa0  produced^ 
The  wood  must  be  always  worth  something,  especially  ip, 
counties  where  there  is  not  plenty  of  coal,  and  the  timber 
trees  would  produce  considerable  advantage  :  therefore,  if 
there  was  not  one  iron  mine  in  Great  Britain,  no  coppices 
would  be  grubbed  up,  unless  it  grew  on  a  rich  soil,  which 
would  produce  com  instead  of  cordwood;  consequently, 
the  tanners  have  nothing  to  fear,  especially  las  platvting  hath 
become  a  prevailing  taste  among  the  landholders  of  this 
island*  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  seri- 
ously weighed  and  canvassed  these  arguments,  examined 
diq>uted  &G|s,  and  inspected  papers  and  accounts  relating 
to  t^  produce,  importation,  and  manufactory  of  iron.  At 
length .  Mn  Jolm  jPitt  .reported  to  the  house  their  opinion, 
imfdying  that  the  liberty  granted  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
tw^n^-third  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  of  importing  bar 
iron  fro^  the  British  colonies  in  America  into  the  port  of 
London,  should  be  ex^tended  to  all  the  other  ports  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  so  much  of  that  act  as  rented  to  this 
clause  should  be  repealed.  The  house  having  agreed  to 
these  resolutions,  and  the  bill  being  brought  in  accordingly^ 
another  petition  was  presented  by  several  nobleman,  gentle- 
men, freeholders,  and  other  proprietors,  owners,  and  pos- 
sessors of  coppices  and  woodlands,  in  the  west  riding  of 
Yorkshire,  alleging,  that  a  permission  to  import  American 
bar  iron  duty  free,  would  be  attended  with  numberless  iU 
consequences  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature ;  specify- 
ing certain  hardships  to  which  they  in  particular  would  be 
^posed ;  and  praying,  that,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  they 
might  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  an  act  passed  in  th^ 
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reign  of  Heniy  VIII.  obBging  tlie  owners  of  o^ipice  wood* 
to  preserve  ihein,  under  severe  peadties ;  and  be  penmttcd 
to  fell  and  grab  up  their  cq»picc  woods,  in  order  to  a  mors 
proper  cultivation  of  the  soil,  without  being  restrained  bf 
the  fear  of  malicious  and  interested  prosecudons.  In  con* 
sequence  of  this  remonstrance,  a  clause  was  added  to  the 
bill,  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  Henry  the  Vllir^ 
prohibited  the  conversion  of  cof^ice  or  lUMkrwoods  into 
pasture  or  tillage ;  then  it  passed  through  both  houses,  and 
received  the  rojral  sanction.  As  there  was  not  time,  aftet 
this  affair  came  upon  the  carpet,  to  obtain  any  new  accounts 
from  America,  and  as  it  was  thought  necessary  to  know  die 
quantities  of  iron  made  in  that  countiy,  die  house  presented 
an  address  to  his  majesty,  desiring  be  would  be  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  there  should  be  laid  before  them,  in  die 
next  session  of  parliament,  an.  account  of  the  quantity  of 
iron  made  in  the  American  colonies,  from  Christmas,  in  die 
year  one  diousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-aine,  to  the  fiftti 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
Mid  fifty-six,  each  year  being  distinguished. 

.  $  XXXIII.  From  thia-important  object,  the  parliaoient 
converted  ito  attention  to  a  reguladon  of  A  nmch  more 
private  nature.  In  consequence  of  a  pedtioa  by  die  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  die  city  of  London,  a 
bill  was  brought  in,  «id  passed  into  a  law  widiout  oppo* 
sition,  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  and  improvemettt 
of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  fish  in  the  river  Thames,  and 
waters  of  Medway,  and  for  the  better  regulattng  die  fishery 
in  those  rivers.  The  two  next  measmea  taken  for  t^ 
benefit  of  the  public  were,  first  a  btH  to  render  more  ttkc- 
tual  the  several  laws  then  in  being,  for  the  amendment  and 
preservation  of  the  highways  and  turnpike  roads  of  the 
kingdom;  the  other  for  the  more  efifectuaUy  preventing  die 
spreading  of  the  contagious  disten^r  which,  at  that  timoi 
raged  among  the  homed  catde.  A  third  arose  from  the 
distress  of  poor  silk  manufacturers,  who  were  destitute  of 
emi^yment,  and  deprived  of  aD  means  nf  Si^istfag, 
through  the  interruption  of  the  Levant  trade,  oecaskaied  hjr 
war,  and  the  delay  of  the  merchant  ships  from  Italy*  In 
order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience^  a  bUl  was  prepsired, 
enacting,  that  any  persons  aught  import  from  any  plaee^  ki 
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t9f  ship  or  vessel  whatsoever,  till  the  first  day  of  December, 
Oite  tlip^tsaii4  seven  huadred  and  fifty-seven,  organzine 
thfoVA  silk  of  the  growth  or  production  of  Italy,  to  be 
brought  to  the  cuMomhouse  of  London,  wheresoever 
landed:  hut  that  no  Italian  thrown  silk,  coarser  than 
Bologna,  nor  any  tram  of  the  growth  of  Italy,  nor  any 
other  thrown  silk  of  the  growth  or  production  of  Turkey, 
Persia,  East  India,  or  China,  should  be  imported  by  this 
act,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  thereof.  Notwith- 
standing several  petitions,  presented  by  the  merchants, 
owners,  and  commanders  of  ships,  and  others  trading  to 
Leghorn,  and  other  ports  of  Italy,  as  well  as  by  the  im- 
porters and  manufac^turers  of  raw  silks,  representing  the 
evil  consequences  that  would  probably  attend  the  passing 
pf  such  a  bill,  the  parliament  agreed  to  this  temporary 
deviation  from  the  famous  act  of  navigation,  for  a  present 
supply  to  the  poor  manufacturers. 

$  XXXIV.  The  next  civil  regulation  established  in  this 
session  of  parliament  was  in  itself,  judicious,  and,  had  it 
been  more  eagerly  suggested,  might  have  been  much  more 
beneficial  to  the  public.  In  order  to  discourage  the  prac- 
,  tice  of  smuggling,  and  prevent  the  desperadoes  concerned 
therein  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  a  law 
was  passed,  enacting,  that  every  person  who  had  been, 
before  the  first  of  May  in  the  present  year,  guilty  of  illegal 
^running,  concealing,  receiving,  or  carr)Mng  any  wool,  or 
prohibited  goods,  or  any  foreign  commodities  liable  to 
duties,  the  same  not  having  been  paid  or  secured ;  or  of 
aiding  therein,  or  had  been  found  with  firearms  or  weapons, 
m  order  to  be  aiding  to  such  offenders ;  or  had  been  guilty 
of  receiving  such  goods  after  seizure ;  or  of  any  act  what- 
soever, whereby  persons  might  be  deemed  runners  of 
foreign  goods ;  or  of  hindering,  wounding,-  or  beating  any 
officer  m  the  execution  of  his  duty,  or  assisting  therein, 
should  be  indemnified  from  all  such  offences,  concerning 
which  no  suit  -should  then  have  been  commenced,  or  com. 
position  made,  on  condition  that  he  should,  before  being 
apprehended  or  prosecuted,  and  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  enter  himself  with  some  commissioned  officer  of 
his  majesty's  fleet, to  serve  as  a  common  sailor;  and  should, 
for  three  years  from  such  entry,  unless  sooner  fully  dis- 
VoL.  IIL  Z  z 
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charged,  actually  serve  and  d6  duty  in  that  station,  and 
register  his  name,  &c«  with  the  clerk  of  the  peac$  of  the 
county  where  he  resided,  as  the  act  prescribes.  An  attempt 
was  made  in  favour  of  the  seamen  employed  in  the  navy, 
who  had  been  very  irregularly  paid,  and  subject  to  grievous 
hardships  in  consequence  of  this  irregularity ;  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  brother  to  earl  Temple,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen  employed  in  his 
majesty's  navy,  and  for  establishing  a  regular  method  for 
the  punctual,  speedy,  and  certain  payment  of  their  wages, 
as  well  as  for  rescuing  them  from  the  arts  of  fraud  and 
imposition.  The  proposal  was  corroborated  by  divers 
petitions ;  the  bill  was  prepared,  read,  printed,  and,  after 
it  had  undergone  some  amendment,  passed  into  the  house 
of  lords,  where  it  was  encountered  with  several  objections, 
and  dropped  for  this  session  of  parliament. 

§  XXXV.  The  house  of  commons  being  desirous  of 
preventing,  for  the  future,  such  distresses  as  the  poor  had 
lately  undergone,  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  of 
proper  provisions  to  restrain  the  price  of  corn  and  bread 
within  due  bounds  for  the  future.  For  this  purpose  they 
werd  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 
and  it  was  resolved,  that  all  who  attended  the  committee 
should  have  voices.  Having  inquired  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  scarcity,  they  agreed  to  several  resolutions,  and  a 
bill  was  brought  in  to  explain  and  amend  the  laws  against 
regraters,  forestallars,  and  engrossers  of  corn.  The  com- 
mittee also  received  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
of  millers,  mealmen,  and  bakers,  with  regard  to  bread,  and 
to  consider  of  proper  methods  to  prevent  them  in  the 
sequel ;  but  no  further  progress  was  made  in  this  important 
affnir,  which  was  the  more  interesting,  as  the  lives  of  individ- 
uals, in  a  great  measure,  depended  upon  a  speedy  reformation ; 
for  the  millers  and  bakers  were  said  to  have  adulterated 
their  flour  with  common  whiting,  lime,  bone  ashes,  alum, 
and  other  ingredients  pernicious  to  the  human  constitution ; 
a  consummation  of  villany  for  which  no  adequate  punish- 
ment could  be  inflicted.  Among  the  measures  proposed 
in  parliament  which  did  not  succeed,  one  of  the  most 
rtmirkable  was  a  bill  prepared  by  Mr.  Rose  Fuller,  Mr. 
Charles  Townshend,  and  Mr*  Banks,  to  explain,  amend, 
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and  render  more  effectual  a  law  passed  in  the  reign  of  king 
William  the  third,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  punish  governors 
"  of  plantations,  in  this  kingdom,  for  crimes  committed  by 
*'  them  in  the  plantation."  This  bill  was  proposed  in  con- 
sequence of  some  complaints,  specifying  acts  of  cruelty, 
folly,  and  oppression,  by  which  some  British  governors 
had  been  lately  distinguished ;  but,  before  the  bill  could 
be  brought  in,  the  pariiament  was  prorogued. 

$  XXXVI.  But  no  step  taken  by  the  house  of  com* 
mons  in  the  course  of  this  session,  was  more  interesting  to 
the  body  of  the  people  than  the  inquiry  into  the  loss  of 
Minorca^  which  had  excited  such  loud  and  universal  cla* 
mour.  By  addresses  to  the  king,  unanimously  voted,  the 
commons  requested  that  his  majesty  would  give  directions 
for  laying  before  them  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  papers 
containing  any*  intelligence  received  by  the  secretaries  of 
state,  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  others  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  in  relation  to  the  equipment  of  the 
French  fleet  at  Toulon,  or  the  designs  of  the  French  on 
Minorca,  or  any  other  of  his  majesty's  possessions  in 
Europe,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  first  day  of 
August,  1756.  They  likewise  desired  to  peruse  a  list 
of  the  ships  of  war,  that  were  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  sea,  from  the  first  of  August,  in  the  year  one  ' 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  thirtieth  day 
of  April,  in  the  following  y^ar ;  with  the  copies  of  all 
sailing  orders  sent  to  the  commanders  during  that  period  ; 
as  also  the  state  and  condition  of  his  majesty's  ships  in 
the  several  ports  of  Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  admiral 
Byng's  departure,  with  the  squadron  under  his  command, 
for  the  relief  of  fort  St.  Philip,  during  the  period  of 
time  above  mentioned ,  according  to  the  monthly  returns 
made  by  the  admiralty,  with  the  number  of  seamen  mus- 
tered and  borne  on  board  the  respective  ships.  They  de- 
manded copies  of  all  orders  and  instructions  given  to  that 
admiral,  and  of  letters  written  to  and  received  from  hinn, 
during  his  continuance  in  that  command^  either  by  the  secre-' 
taries  of  state,  or  lords  of  the  admiralty,  relatiof;  to  the  con- 
dition 6f  his  squadron,  and  to  the  execution  of  his  orders. 
In  a  word,  they  required  the  inspection  of  all  papers,  which 


3M  HISTORV  OF  BMSLAND. 


1757. 


could,  in  any  manner,  teod  to  •eKpifaiin  ilie  loss'of  Minorca, 
and  the  n^iBcarriage  of  Mr.  Byng's  aquadrati.  His  majesty 
complied  with  every  artidc  of  their  requests :  the  pa{>ers 
were  presented  to  the  house,  ordered' to  lie  upon  the  tabic 
for  the  perusal  of  the  members,  and  fiasdly  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  of  the  wbok  house.      In  the 

^  course  of  their  deliberations  they  addressed  his  majesliy  for 
more  information,  till  at  length  the  truth  seemed  to  be 
smothered  under  such  an  enormous  burden  of  psipers,  as  the 
efforts  of  a  whole  session  could  not  have  properly  removed^ 
Indeed,  many  discerning  persons  without  doors  began  to 
despair  of  seeing  the  mystery  unfolded,  as  soon  as  the 
inquiry  was  undertaken  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 
They  observed,  that  an  aflfair  of  such  a  dark,  intricate,  and 
suspicious  nature,  ought  to  have  been  referred  to  a  select 
and  secret  committee,  chosen  by  ballot,  empowered  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  examine  witnesses 
in  the  most  solemn  and  deliberate  manner  :  thut  the  names 
of  the  committee  ought  to  have  been  published  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  people,  who  could  have  judged  with  some 
'  certainty,  whether  the  inquiry  would  be  carried  on  with 
such  impartiality  as  the  national  misfortune  required*  They 
.suspected  that  this  reference  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house  was  a  mal-contrivance,  to  prevent  a  regular  and 
minute  investigation,  to  introduce  confusion  and  contest, 
to  puzzle,  perplex,  and  obumbrate ;  to  tease^  fatigue,  and 
disgust  the  inquirers,  that  the  eauimination  might  be  hur- 
ried over  in  a  superficial  and  perfunctory  manner :  and  the 
ministry,  from  this  anarchy  and  confusion  of  materials,  half 
explored  land  undigested,  derive  a  general  parliamentary 
approbation,  to  which  they  might  appeal  from  the  accu- 
sations  of  the  people.  A  select  committee ,  would  have 
probably  examined  seme  of  the  clerks  of  the   respective 

'  offices,  that  they  might  certainly  know  whether  any  letters 
or  papers  had  been  suppressed,  whether  the  extracts  had 
i}een  faithfully  made,  and  whether  there  might  not  be 
papers  of  intelligence,  which,  though  proper  to  be  submitted 
to  a  select  and  secret  committee,  could  not,  consistently 
with  the  honour  of  the  nation,  he.  communicated  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house.  Indeed  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  ministers  had  ^ny  foreign  intelligence  or  correspoa- 
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deuce  Aat  >cauld  bt  much  depended  upon  in  anjr  aiatter  of  * 
national  inportance,  and  no  evidence  was  examined  on  the 
occasion ;  a  ctrcumalaBce  the  leas  to  be  regretted,  as,  in 
iknes  past,  evil  minkters  have  generally  found  means  to 
render  sitch  inquiries  ineflfectual ;  ^nd  the  same  arts  would 
at  sny  rate,  have  operated  with  the  same  efficacy,  bad  a 
secret  committee  been  employed  at  this  junctiju-e.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  several  resolutions  were  reported  from  the  com-  < 
mittee,  though  some  of  them  were  not  carried  by  the 
majority  without  violent  dispute  and  severe  altercation* 
The  first  and  la^  of  their  resolutions  require  particular 
notice*  .  By  the  former,  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that 
his  majesty,  from  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the 
twentieth  day  of  April  in  the  succeeding  year^  received 
such  repeated  and  concurrent  intelligence,  as  gave  just 
reason  to  believe  that  the  French  king  intended  to  x  in- 
vade bis  dominions  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  In  the 
latter  they  declared  their  opinion,  that  no  greater  number 
of  ships  of  war  could  be  sent  into  the  Mediterranean,  than 
were  actually  sent  thither  under  the  command  of  admiral 
3yng ;  nor  any  greater  reinforcement  than  the  regiment 
which  was  sent,  an4  the  detachment,  equal  to  a  battalion, 
which  was  ordered  to  the  relief  of  fort  St.  Philip,  con- 
sistently with  the  state  of  the  navy,  and  the  various  ser- 
vices essential  to  tlie  safety  of  his  majesty's  dominions, 
and  the  interests  of  his  subjects.  It  must  have  been  some- 
thing more  powerful  than  ordinary  conviction  that  suggested 
these  opinions.  Whatever  reports  might  have  been  cir- 
culated by  the  French  ministry,  in  order  to  amuse, « intimi- 
date, and  detach  die  attention  of  the  English  government 
from  America  and  the  Mediterranean,  where  they  really 
intended  to  exert  themselves,  yet,  the  circumstances  of  the 
two  nations  being  considered,  one  would  think  there  could 
have  been  no  just  grounds  to  fear  an  invasion  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  especially  when  other  intelligence  seem* 
ed  to  point  out  much  more  probable  scenes  of  action.  But 
the  last  resolution  is  still  more  incomprehensible  to  those 
who  know  not  exactly  the  basis  on  which  it  was  raised. 
The  number  of  ships  of  war  in  actual  commission  amount^ 
ed  to  two  hundred   and  fift}',  having  on  board  fifty  thou^ 
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sand    seamen    and  marines.       Intelligence    amd   repeated 
information  of  the  French  design  upon  Minorca  had  been 
conveyed   to    the  ministry  of  England,  about  six  months 
before   it  was  put  in    execution*      Is  it   credible,  that  in 
all    this  time  the   nation   couM   not  equip  or  spare  above 
eleven  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  to  save  the  impor- 
tant island  of  Minorca  ?  Is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that  from 
a  standing  army   of  fifty   thousand  men,  one  regiment  of 
troops   could  not  have  been  detached  to  reinforce  a  garri- 
son^ well  known    to   be   insufficient   for  the  works  it  was 
destined  to  defend  ?     To  persons  of  common  intellects  it  ap- 
peared, that  intelligence  of  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  con- 
veyed to  the  admiralty  as  early  as  the  month  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fiftj^-five,  with 
express  notice  that  it  would  consist  of  twelve  ships  of  the 
line ;  that  the  design  against  Minorca  was  communicated  as 
e^rly    as    the    twenty-seventh  day 'of  August,   by   consul 
Banks,  of  Carthagena ;  confirmed   by  letters  from  consul 
Bertes  at  Genoa,  dated  on  the*  seventeenth  and  twenty-sixth 
.  of  January,  and  received  by   Mr.    Fox,  secretary  of  state, 
on   the  fourth  and   eleventh    of  February,   as  well   as  by 
many  subsequent  intimations;  that,  notwithstanding   these 
repeated  advices,  even  after  hostilities  had  commenced  in 
Europe,  when  the    garrison  of  Minorca  amounted  to  no 
more  than  four  incomplete  regiments,  and  one  company  of 
artillery;  forty- two   officers  being  absent,    and    the  place 
otherwise  unprovided  for  a  siege,  when  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,    commanded  by   Mr.   Edgecumbe,  consisted  of 
two   ships    of  the  line,   and   five  frigates  ;  neither  stores, 
ammunition,  or  provision,  the  absent  officers  belonging  to 
the  garrison,  recruits  for  the  regiments,  though  ready  raised, 
miners  nor  any  additional  troops,  were  sent  to  the   island, 
nor  the  squadron  augmented,  till  admiral  Byng  sailed  from 
Spithead  on  the  sixth  day  of  April,  with  no  more  ships  of 
the  line  than,  by  the  most  early  and  authentic  intelligence 
the  government   were  informed   would   sail  from  Toulon, 
even  when  Mr.  Byng  should  have  been  joined  b/ commo- 
dore Edgecumbe;  a  junction  upon" which  no  dependence 
ought    to    have  been    laid  ;    that  this    squadron    contain- 
ed no  troops  but  such  as  belonged  to  the  tour  regiments  in 
garrison,  except  one  bnttaiion  to  serve  in  the  flt^et  as  marines, 
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unless  we  include  the  order  for  another  to  be  embarked  at 
Gibndtar;  which  order  was  neither  obeyed  jaor  under* 
stood :  that,  considering  the  danger  to  which  Minorca  was 
exposed,  and  the  forwardness  of  the  enemy's  preparations 
at  Toulon,  admiral  Osborne,  with  thirteen  ships  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate,  who  returned  on  the  sixteenth  of  February, 
after  having  convoyed  a  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  might  have 
been  detached  to  Minorca,  without  hazarding  the  coast  of 
Great  Britain  ;  for  at  that  time,  exclusive  of  this  squadron,' 
there  were  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  thirty-two  frigates 
ready  manned,  and  thirty^two  ships  of  the  line  and  five 
frigates  almost  equipped;  that  admiral  Hawke  was  sent 
with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line  and  one  frigate  to  cruise  in 
the  bay  of  Biscay,  after  repeated  intelligence  had  been 
received  that  the  French  fleet  had  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  eleven  ships  remaining  at  Brest  and  Roche* 
fort  were  in  want  of  hands  and  cannon,  so  that  they  could 
never  serve  to  cover  any  embarkation  or  descent,  conse- 
quently Mr.  Hawke's  squadron  migbt  have  been«  spared 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca  :  that  instead  of  attending  to  this 
important  object,  the  admiralty,  on  the  eighth  day  ^f 
March,  sent  two  ships  of  the  line  and  thr^e  frigates  to  inter- 
cept a  coasting  convoy  off  cape  Barfleur  :  on  the  eleventh 
of  the  same  month  they  detached  two  ships  of  the  line  to , 
the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  nineteenth  two  mpre  to  North 
America,  where  tdey  could  be  of  little  immediate  service; 
on  the  twenty-third  two  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  a 
convoy-hunting  off  Cherbourg;  and  on  the  Crst  of  April 
five  ships  of  the  line,  including  three  returned  from  this 
last  service,  to  reinforce  sir  Edward  Hawke,  already  too 
strong  for  the  French  fleet  bound  to  Canada  :  that  all  these 
ships  might  have  been  added  tp  Mr.  Byng's  squadron,  with- 
out exposing  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  to  any  hazard  of 
mvasion ;  that  at  length  Mr.  Byng  was  detached  with  ten 
great  ships  only,  and  even  denied  a  frigate  to  repeat  signals, 
for  which  he  petitioned ;  although  at  that  very  time  there 
was  in  port,  exclusive  of  his  squadron,  seventeen  ships  of 
the  line  and  thirteen  frigates  ready  for  sea,  besides  eleven 
of  the  line  and  nineteen  frigates  almost  equipped.  From 
these  and  other  circumstances,  particularized  and  urged 
with   great    vivacity,    many  individuals    inferred,   that   a 
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greater  fiumber  of  sbipa  jniglit  have  been  detadied  tx>  the* 
Mediterranean  than  were  actually  9COX  with  admirsd  Byeg^; 
that  the  not  sending  an  earlkr  and  stronger  forge  was  oae 
great  cau^e-  of  Minorca's  being  lost,  and  cooperated  with 
the  delay  of  the  ministry  in  sending  thither  reiniorceiiienta 
of  troops,  their  neglect  in  suffering  the  fifficers  of  the 
garrison  to  continue  abseat  from  their  duty,  and  their 
omitting  to  give  orders  for  raising  miners  to  serve  in  the 
fortress  of  Mahon. 

§  XXXVII.  The  next  inquiry  in  which  the  house  of 
commons  engaged,  related  to  the  tracts  for  victualling  the 
forces  in  America,  which  were  supposed  by  some  patriots 
to  be  fraudulent  and  unconscionable*  This  suspicion  arose 
from  an  ambiguous  expression,  on  which  (he  contractor 
being  interrogated  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  particulars,  he  prudently  interpreted  it  in  such  a  man« 
ner  as  to  screen  himself  from  the  resentment  of  die  legis- 
lature. The  house,  therefore,  resolved  that  the  contract 
entered  into  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- six,  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury,  with  William  Baker,  Christopher 
Kilby ,  and  •  Richard  Baker  of  London,  merchants,  for  fur- 
nishing provisions  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  Loudoun,  was  prudent  and  necessary,  and  properly 
adapted  to  the  securing  a  constant  and  effectual  supply  for 
those  forces  in  America. 

$  XXXVI IL  The  preceding  session  an  address  had 
been  presented  to  the  king  by  the  house  of  commons,  desi- 
ring his  majesty  would  give  orders  for  laying  before  them 
several  papers  relating  to  disputes  which  had  lately  hap- 
pened between  his  excellency  Charles  Knowles,  esq.  and 
some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Jamaica. 
This  governor  was  accused  of  many  illegal,  cruel,  and 
arbitrary  acts,  during  the  course  of  his  administration :  but 
these  impu;tatibns  he  incurred  by  an  exertion  of  power, 
which  was  in  itself  laudable,  and  well  intended  for  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  island.  This  was  bis  changing 
the  seat  of  government,  and  procuring  an  act  of  assembly 
for  removing  the  several  laws,  records,  books,  papers,  and 
writings  belonging  to  several  ofiices  in  that  island,  from 
Spanisbtowti   to   Kingston;    and  for  obliging  die  several 
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officers,  to  keep  their  offices,  and  hold  a  supreme  court  of 
judicature,  at  this  last  pkce,  t6  which  he  had 'moved  the 
scat  of  government.  Spanishtown,  otherwise  called  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  old  capital,  was  an  inconsiderable  > 
idand  place,  of  no  security,  trade,  or  importance ;  whereas, 
Kingston  was  the  centre  of  commerce,  situated  on  the  side 
of  a  fine  harbour  filled  with  ships,  well  secured  from  the 
insolts  of  any  enemy,  large,  wealthy,  and  flourishing.  Here 
the  merchants  dwell,  and  ship  die  greatest  part  of  the 
sugars  that  ijow  upon  die  island.  They  found  it  ex- 
tremely ^  inconvenient  and  expensive  to  take  out  their 
clearances  at  Spanishtown,  which  stands  at  a  consider- 
able distance;  and  the  same  inconvenience  and  expense 
being  felt  by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  wh6  had  occasion 
to  prosecute  suits  at  law,  or  attend  the  assembly  of  the 
island,  they  joined  in  representations  to  the  governor, 
requesting,  that;  in  consideration  of  these  inconveniences, 
added  to  that  of  the  weakness  of  Spanishtoiirn  and  the 
importance  of  Kingston,  the  seat  of  government  might  be 
removed.  He  complied  with  their  request,  and  in  so  doing 
entailed  upon  hhnself  the  hatred  an^  resehtment  -of  certain 
po^-erful  planters,  who  possessed  estates  in  and  about  the 
eld  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  thus  deserted.  This 
seems  to  have  been  die  real  source  of  the  animosity  and 
clamoar  incurred  by*  Mr.  Knowles,  against  whom  a  ped- 
lion,  signed*  by  nineteen  UVembers  of  the  assembly,  had 
bben  sent  to  England,  and  presented  to  his  majesty.  In 
die  two  sessions  preceding  this  year  ^e' affair  had  been 
brought  into  the  house  of  commons,  where  diis  governor's 
character  was  painted  in  frightful  colours,  and  divers 
ps5)eT8  relating  to  the  dispute  were  examined.  Mr. 
Knowles  having  by  this  dme  returned  to  England,  the 
subject  of  his  administrMion  was  revived,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house.  In  the  meaii  time, 
petidons  were  presented  by  several  merchants  of  London 
and  Liverpool,  concerned  in  the  trade  to  Jams[ica,  alleging, 
thatihe  removal  of  the  public  courts,  offices,  and  records  of 
die  island  of  Jamaica  to  Kingston,  and  fixing  the  seat  of 
government  there,  had  been  productive  of '^any  important 
advantages,  by  rendering  the  strength  of'  the  island  more 
formidable,  the  jnpperty  of  die  traders  and  inhabitanti 
Vol.  III.  Aaa 
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m^k^  securCf  tad  die  prDseeutioii  of  all  commercial  buai^ 
net*  morr  ex|>editk>ut  and  less  expensive  than  formerly ; 
therefore,  praying  that  the  purposes  of  the  act  passed  in 
Jamaica  for  that  end  might  be  carried  into  effectual  execu* 
tion,  in  such  manner  as  the  house  should  think  proper. 
The  committee  having  examined  a  great  number  of  papers^ 
agreed  to  some  resolutions,  importing,  that  a  certain  reso« 
lution  of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  dated  on  Hie  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  implying  a  claim  of  right  in  that 
iwsembly  to  raise  and  apply  public  money  widiout  the  con- 
sent of  the  governor  and  council,  was  illegal,  repugnant  to 
the  terms  of  his  msyesty's  commission  to  his  governor  of 
the  said  island,  and  derogatoiy  of  the  rights  of  the  crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain :  that  the  last  six  resdutions 
taken  in  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
pf  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^f^-thr^e,  pro^ef^ed  on  a  manifest  mis^^pprehepsion  of  the 
kiny$  ^Usti^c^on  to  his  governor,  requiring  him  pot  to 
give  his  asient  to  any  bill  of  ah  unusual  or  extraordinary 
nature  and  iinporfance,  wherein  his  majesty's  prerogative, 
or  |he  property  pf  his  subjects,  might  be  prejudiced,  or  the 
trade  or  shipping  of  the  kingdom  any  ways  affected,  unless 
there  should  be  a  clause  inserted,  siispending  the  execution 
pf  such  bill  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known  i 
ih^t  such  instruction  was  just  and  necefsary,  and  no  alteisigi 
tion  pf  th^  constitution  pf  the  island,  nor  any  way  derog«« 
tory  to  the  ri^ts  of  the  subjects  in  Jamaica,  From  these 
lesolutions  the  rradcr  qaay  perceive  the  nature  of  the  dfa* 
putp  mrhich  had  arisen  between  the  people  of  Jamaica  and 
iMv  governor,  vice-admiral  Enowles,  whose  conduct  on 
this  o^jcasion  seems  to  have  been  jtRtificd  by  the  legislature« 
The  parliament,  however,  forbore  to  determine  the  ques* 
fipn,  whether  t^e  rempval  of  the  cpuru  of  judicature  from 
^pan^htown  fo  Kingstph  was  a  mef^ur^  calculated  for  the 
i^^ttu  of  the  island  in  general^ 

J  )^X:U^.  Tl>c  last  subject  which  v^t  shaU  mendoii  as 
Nviflg  Wlen  >i^der  the  ^ognizafipe  of  the  commons  dqri^ 
1^19  seMlPfi  of  -parliament,  was  the  state  of  Milfprd  haTtn 
Q^  rtie  coast  of  Wales,  ope  pf  the  most  pfkpacious,  safe,  and 
60lBW94wiU%l|ffflwjWw  Hw*^ciwiti7 
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iferdt  Bumy  conveiiicfBces  S^  building  ihips  of  war,  and 
erediag  forts,  docks,  quays,  and  magazines*  It  might  be 
fortified  at  a  very  smidl  expense,  so  as  to  be  quite  seturA 
from  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  by  £sur  the 
most  useful  hctfbour  in  the  kingdom  for  fleets,  cruisers, 
trading  ships,  and  packetboats,  bound  (o  and  from  the 
westward ;  for  from  hence  they  may  put  to  sea  almost  widi 
sny  wind,  and  even  at  low  water :  they  may  weather  Scilly 
and  oqpe  Clear  when  no  vessel  can  stir  from  the  British 
channel,  or  out  of  the  French  ports  of  Brest  and  Roche* 
fort,  and  as  a  post  can  travd  from  hence  in  three  days  to. 
London,  it  might  become  the  centre  of  very  useful  sea 
intelligence.  A  petition  from  several  merchants  in  Lon* 
doa  was  presented,  and  recommended  ,to  the  house  in  a 
message  from  the  king,  specifying  the  advantages  of  this 
huiKHU*,  and  the  small  expense  at  which  it  might  be  fordid 
fied^  and  praying  that  the  house  would  take  this  important 
subject  into  consideration.  Accordingly, «  committee  was 
appoineed  fw  this  purpose,  with  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records  |  and  every  circumstancie  relatmg  to  it 
was  e Amined  with  accuracy  and.  deliberation.  At  length 
the  report  being  made  to  the  house  by  Mr..  Charles  Towns* 
hend,  ^y  unanimously  agreed  to  an  address,  representing 
to  his  majesty,  that«nany  great  losses  had  been  sustained 
by  tiie  trade  of  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  war,  ffpm  the  want 
^  a  safe  harbour  on  the  western  coast  of  the  island,  for  the 
reception  and  protection  of  nierchai^t  ships,  and  sending 
wA  cruisers :  that  the  harbour  of  Milford  haven,  in  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  is  most  advantageously  situated,  and 
if  properly  defended  and  secured,  in  every  respea  adapted 
to  the  answering  those  important  purposes:  they, therefore, 
kumUy  besought  his  majesty,  that  he  would  give  immediate 
directions  for  erecting  batteries,  with  proper  cover,  on  the 
lides  of  the  said  harbour,  in  the  most  convenient  places  for 
guarding  the  entrance  called  Hubberstone  Road,  and  also 
such  other  fortifications  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  interior  parts  of  the  harbour,  and  that,  until  such 
bMeifies  md  forti^catiotis  could  be  completed,  some  tem^ 
jporary  defence  mig^  be  provided  for  the  immedUate  pro* 
tection  of  the  ships  and  vessels'^ lying  in  the  said  harbour; 
fnsUy,  they  a^^^red  hUn  the  house  would  make,  good  to 
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his  majesfy  all  such  expenses,  as  should  be  inculrred  for  ^ 
these  purposes.  The  address  met  with  a  g]:aciotts.recep-< 
tion,  and  a  promise  that  such  directions  should  be  ^ven* 
The  harbour  was  actually  surveyed,  the  places  were  jdtched 
upon  for  batteries,  and  the  estimates  prepared,  but  no 
further  progress  has  since  been  made* 

$  XL.  We  have  now  finished  the  detail  of  all  the 
material  transactions  of  this  session,  except  what  relalcs  to 
the  fate  of  admiral  Byng,  which  now  clakns  our  attention* 
In  the  me«i  time^  we  may  observe,  that  on  the  fourth  day 
of  July  the  sisssion  was  closed  with  his  majesty's  harangue^ 
the  most  remarkable  and  pleasing  paragraph  of  >¥hicb  turned 
upon  hb  royal  assurance,  that  the  succiour  and  preservation 
of  his  dominidns  ^n  America  had  been  his  constant  care, 
and,  next  to  the  security  of  his- kingdoms,  should  continue 
to  be  his  great  and  principal  object.  He  told  them  he  had 
taken  such  measures  as,  he  trusted,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
might  effectually  disappoint  the  dei^gns  of  the  enemy  in. 
those  parts ;  that  he  had  no  further  view  but  to  vmdlcate. 
the  just  rights  of  his  cro^n  and  aul^ects  from  the  most 
injurious  encroachments ;  to  preserve  tranquiUky,  as  far  as 
the  circumstances  of  things  might  admit;  to  prevent  the 
true  friends  of  Britain,  and  the  liberties  of  £urope  jfrom 
being  oppressed  and  endangered  by  my  unprovoked  and 
unnatural  conjunction. 

§  XLI.  Of  all  the  transactions  that  distinguished  ihi^ 
year,  the  most  extraordinary  was  the  sentence  executed  on 
admiral  Byng,  the  son  of  th^t  great  oflEicei  who  bad  acquired 
such  honour  by  his  naval  exploits  in  the  preceding  reign, 
and  was  ennobled  for  his  services  by  the  title  of  lord  viscount 
^  Torrington.  His  second  son,  John  Byng,  had  from  his. 
earliest  youth  been  trained  to  his  father/s  profession ;  and 
was  generally  esteemed  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the  navy,» 
when  he  embarked  in  that  expedition  to  Minorca,. wlii eh 
covered  his  character  with  disgrace,  and  even  exposed  hinju 
to  all  the  horrors  of  an  ignominious  death.  On  the  .twenty- 
eighth  day  of  December  his  trial  began  before  acourt  mar- 
-tml,  held  on  board  the  ship  St.  George,  in  the  harbour  of 
Portsmouth,  to  which  place  Mr.  Byng  had  been  conyeyed 
from  Greenwich  by  a  party  of  hprse  guards,  and  insulted 
by  the  populace  in  every  town  and  village  through  which  hp^ 
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pi8icd«     The  court  baTtng  proceeded  to  examine  the  evi* 
dencea  for  the  cr^wn  and  the  prisoner,  from  day  to  da}\ 
in  he  couime  of  a  k>ng  sitting,  agreed    unanimously  to 
jthity-seven  ^resolutions,  implying  their  opinion,  that  admi- 
ral Byng,  during  the  engagement  bet^ireen  the  British  and 
Frmch  fleets,  oa  the  twentieth  day  of  May  last,  did  not  do 
his  utmost  endeavour  to  take,  seize,  and  destroy  the  ships 
of  :he  French  l»ng^  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  engagedy 
anc  to  assist  such  of  Us  majesty's  s&ip^  as  were  engaged,, 
which  it  was  bis  duty^  to  have  assisted;  and  that  he  did 
not  exert  lus  otmpst  power  for  the  relief  of  Sc«  Philip's  cas- 
tle.    They,  therefore,  unanimously  agreed  that    he    fell 
under  part  of  th^  twelfth  article  of  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  in 'the  twenty-second  year  of  the  pdesent  reigq,  for 
amending^  explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  act  of  parlia- 
ment, the  laws  rela^ng  to  the  government  of  bis  naajesty's 
ships,  veaaels,  and  forces  by  sea ;  and  as  that  article  posi-' 
tively  prescribed  d^ath,  without  any  alternative  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court  under  any  variation  of  circumstances, 
d^ey  unanimously  a^tdged  the  said  admiral  John  Byng  to 
be  shot,  to  dea^9  at  sutb  time,  and  on  board  of  such  ship, 
as  the  lords  comnMssiomrs  of  the  admiralty  should  please 
to  direct.     But  as  it  appeared,  by  the  evidence  of  the  offi- 
cers who  were  neamhe  adrnk-al^s  person,  that  no  backward- 
aess  was  perceivable  in  him  during  the  action,  nor  any 
nark  of  fear  or  confusion  either  in  his  countenance  or  beha- 
▼iour;  but  that  he  delivered  hj^  orders  cooly  and  distinctly, 
without  seeming  deficient  in  personal  courage ;  and*  from 
other  circuqastances,  they  believed  his  misconduct  did  not 
arise  either   from  cowardice  or  disaffection,  they   unani- 
mously and  earnestly  roconunended  him  as  a  proper  object 
of  mercy.    The  admiral  himself  behaved  through  the  whole, , 
trial  with  the  most  cheerful  composure,  seemingly  the  effect 
of  conscious  innocence,  upon  which,  perhaps,  he  too  much 
relied.     Even  after  he  had  hetird  the  evidence  examined 
against  him,  and  finished  his  pwn  defence,  he  laid  his  account 
in  being  honourably  acquitted ;  and  ordered  his  coach  to  be 
ready  for  conveying  lum  Erectly  from  the  toibunal  to  Lon- 
don*    A,  gentleman,  his  friend,  by  whom  he  was  attended, 
having  received  intijootation  of  the  sentence  to  be  pronoun- 
ced^ thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  him  for  the  occasion, 
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that  he  might  summon  all  hit  foititttde  to  his  tssistaicef 
and  accordingly  made  him  acquainted  with  the  infbrmadon 
he  had  received.  The  admiral  gave  tokens  of  aurprise  and 
resentment,  but  betrayed  no  marks  of  fear  or  disorder, 
either  then  or  in  the  court  when  the  sentence  was  pronoun- 
ced. On  the  contrary,  while  divers  members  of  the  ceurt 
martial  manifested  grief,  aniLiety,  and  trepidation,  sheddlag 
tears,  and  sighing  with  extraordinary  emotion,  he  heard  hir 
doom  denounced  without  undergoing  the  least  alteratioii  of 
Mature,  and  made  a  low  obeisance  to  the  president  and  die 
other  members  of  the  court,  as  he  retired. 

$  XLIL  The  ofEcers  who  composed  this  tribuaal  were 
so  Sensible  of  the  law's  severity,  that  they  unanimously  sub** 
scribed  a  letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  containing  this 
remarkable  paragraph  : — ^^  We  cannot  help  laying  the  dis- 
**  tresses  of  our  blinds  before  your  lordships  on  this  occa- 
*  sion,  in  finding  ourselves  under  necessity  of  condemning 
**  a  man  to  death,  fronl  the  great  severity  of  Ae  twelfth 
"  article  of  war,  part  of  which  he  falls  under,  which  admits 
^  of  no  mitigation  if  the  crime  shouM  be  committed  by  an 
"  error  in  judgment!  and,  therefore,  for  our  own  'con- 
^  sciences  sake,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  we 
^^  pray  your  lordsips,  in  the  mo9C  earnest  manner,  to  recom* 
**  mend  him  to  his  majesty's  clemency.'*  The  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  instead  of  complying  with  the  request  of  the 
court  martial,  transmitted  their  letter  to  the  king,  with 
copies  of  their  proceedings,  end  a  letter  from  themselves  to 
his  majesty,  specifying  a  doubt  with  regard  to  the  legality 
of  the  sentence,  as  the  crime  of  negligence,  for  whi(ih  the 
admiral  had  been  condemned.  Was  not  expressed  in  any  part 
of  the  proceedings.  At  the  same  time,  copies  of  two  peti- 
tions from  George  lord  viscount  Torrington,  in  behalf  ct 
his  kinsman  admiral  Byng,  were  submitted  to  his  majesty^s 
royal  wisdom  and  determination.  All  the  friends  and  rela« 
tions  of  the  unhappy  convict  employed  and  exerted  their 
influence  and  interest  for  his  pardon;  and  as  the  circum-- 
stances  had  appeared  so  strong  in  his  favour  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  sceptre  of  royal  mercy  Hvould^be  eiAended 
for  his  preservation :  but  inimmous  arts  were  used  to  whet 
the  savage  appetite  of  the  populace  for  blood.  The  cry  of 
vengeance,  was  loud  throughout  the  land  }  suUen  clouds  of 


sQspkHm  and  mdgnittkot  mterpcMcng,  wtrt  siid  t$  ebttruct 
Ae  gmibl  beams  of  the  beat  rinue  that  adorns  the  throne ; 
aid  the  sovereign  waa  given  to  understand,  thiu  the  execn- 
don  of  admiral  B3mg  was  a  victim  absolutely  necessary  to 
ifpeaae  the  fury  of  the  people*  His  majesty,  in  conse- 
qveace  of  the  representation  made  by  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ral^, referred  the  sentence  to  th^  consideration  of  'the 
twdve  judges,  who  were  unnimously  of  opinion  that  the 
sentence  was  legal*  This  report  being  transmitted  from  the 
privy  council  to  the  admiral^,  t^ir  lordships  issued  a 
warrant  for  executing  the  sentence  of  death  on  the  twenty*-* 
eighth  day  of  Feluruary.  One  gentleman  at  the  board, 
^fowever,  refused  to  subacribe  the  warrant,  assigning  for 
his  refuMd  die  reasons  which  we  have  inserted  by  way  of 
aote^  for  the  sarisfaction  of  As^reader** 

t  A4mM  T  ■  ■'t  re«Nn  Ibr  ii«t  Mgning  the  warraat  for  admird  Byng't 
exeeutioB : 

**  \T  may  be  tlimifi^t  great  |irenmptioo  in  me  to  differ  froib  ao  treat  authority 
u  that  of  the  twehre  judkes ;  but  wheo  a  man  is  called  upon  to  sipi  bis  name  to  an 
aet  which  ia  to  give  aumoHty  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  he  ought  to  be  guided  by 
bis  ova  aaMaiencey  andnot  by  the  opinions  of  other  men. 

«  In  the  case  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of  admiral  Byne  that  I  consider : 
whether  he  deserves  death  or  not,  is  not  a  question  for  me  to  dedde ;  but  whether 
or  not  his  life  can  be  taken  away  by  the  sentence,  pronounced  on  him  by  the  court 


ssyi,  (aeeording  to  my  understanding  of  its  meaning,)  *  That  ereiy  person,  who, 
ia  the  time  of  aetion,  shall  withdraw,  Veep  back,  or  not  come  into  fight,  to  do  his 
utmost,  &c.  through  motives  of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  disaffection,  shall  suffer 
death.'  The  oonrt  martial  does,  in  express  words,  acquit  admiral  Byn|^  of  cow- 
ardice and  disaffection,  and  does  not  name  the  word  negligence.  Admiral  Uyng 
does  not,  as  1  oonceire,  fidi  under  the  letter  or  description  of  the  twelfth  article 
of  war.  It  ma^  be  said,  that  nej^licenee  is  implied,  though  the  word  is  not  men- 
tioned, otherwise  the  court  martmlwoold  not  have  brought  his  offunce  under  th« 
twalfUi  artiele,  having  aequitted  hfan  of  oowandiee  and  disaffection.  But  it  must 
be  aakoowledged  that  the  negligence  imftlied  cannot  be  wilful  nc^li^oe ;  f^ 
wilfhl  negllgenee,  in  admiral  Byng's  situation,  must  have  proceeded  either  &ouv 
•owardiee  or  diialfeetion,  and  he  is  expressly  acquitted  of  both  these  crimes ; 
besides,  these  crimes,  which  are  implied  only,  and  not  named,  may  indeed  justiQr 
sospicion  and  private  opinion,  but  cannot  satisfy  the  conscience  in  *caae  of  blood. 

**  Admiral  Syngas  fiite  was  referred  to  a  court  martial,  his  life  and  death  were 
left  to  their  opimoos.  The  court  martial  condemn  him  to  deathi  because  as  they^ 
explpwsly  say,  they  were  under  t^  neeeasi^  of  doing  an  by  reason  of  the  letter  ot 
tbe  Uwythe  severity  of  which  ther  eomplaiaed  of,  because  it  admits  of  no  mitigS- 
tian.  The  court  martial  exnrefsiy  say,  that  for  the  sake  of  their  eonsoienoes,  u 
irell  as  in  justice  to  the  prtaoner,  they  roost  earnest^  recommeiK!  bim  fb  his 
iMiesty  for  merey  t  it  is  evident,  then,  that  in  the  opimons  and  consciences  of  the 
jodges,  he  was  not  deserving  of  death. 

**  The  question  then  is,  shall  the  onjpiona  or  neeasslties  of  the  court  martirf 
detemiHie  admiral  Brng^s  fhte  ?  If  it  MboM  be  the  latter,  he  will  be  executed 
tonlraiy  to  the  intentiona  and  n^^aning  of^s  judgva ;  if  the  former,  his  life  Is  not 
forfeited.  His  Judges  declare  him  not  deserving  of  death;  but,  mistaking  either 
the  meiming  ofthe  bw,  or  the  nature  of  his  offenoe,  they  bring  him  under  an 
aitifle  of  war,  whieh,  aeeqinding  to  their  own  deseri|]^ion  of  his  offence,  he  does 
iurt|  I  eqneeire,  fiul  finder  \  |uid  ^hen  they  condemn  ^m  to  death  becau^  as  ifkcf 
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§  XLIII.  Thougk  mercy  was  denied  Ux  die  crimbal, 
the  crown  seemed  determined  to  do  noMng^  diat  should  be 
thought  inconsistent  with  hiw« — A  member  of  parliament, 
who  had  sat  upon  the  court  martial  at  Portsmouth,  rose  up 
in  his  place,  and  made  appltcacion  to  the  house  of  commons 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  serend  other  members  of  that  tri« 
^unal,  praying  the  «ld  of  the  legislature  to  be  released  from 
the  oath  of  secrecy  imposed  on  courts  martial,  that  they 
might  disclose  the  grounds  on  which  sentence  of  death  had 
passed  on  adiniral  Byng,  and,  pexiiaps,  discover  such  cir* 
cumstances  as  might  show  the  sentence  to  be  impropen 
Although  this  application  produced -no  resohitiopi  in  the 
house,  the  king,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Feid*uary,  sent 
a  message  to  the  commons  by  Mr*  Secretary  Pitt,  importing, 
that  though  he  had  determined  to  let  the  law  take  its  course 
with  relation  to  admiral  Byng,  and  resisted  all' solicitations 
to  the  contrary,  yet,  as  a  member  of  the  house  had  expressed 
some  scruples  about  the  sentence,  his  majest/  had  thought 
fit  to  respite  the  execution  of  it,  thai  th^re  might  be  an 
opportunity  of  knowing,  by  the  separate  examination  of  the 
members  of  the  court  martial,  upon  oath,  what  grounds 
there  were  for  such  scruples,  and  that  his  majesty  was 
resolved  still  to  let  the  sentence  be  carried  into  execution^ 
unless  it  should  appear  from  the  said  examination,  that 
admiral  Byng  was  unjustly  condemnedf  The  sentence 
might  be  strictly  legal,  and  at  the  same  time,  very  severe, 
according  to  the  maxim,  summum  jusj  summa  injuria.  In 
such  cases,  and  perhaps  in  such  cases  only,  the  rigour  of 
the  law  ought  to  be  softened  by  tl^e  lenient  hand  of  the 
royal  prerogative.  That  this  was  the  case  of  admiral  Byng 
appears  from  the  warm  and  eager  intercession  of  his  jury, 

say,  the  law  admits  of  no  miti'^ation.  Can  a  man's  life  be  taken  away  by  sdch  a 
sentence  ?  1  woiiUl  not  willingly  be  misunderstood,  and  have  it  believed  that  I 
-^udge  of  admiral  Uyng's  deserts':  that  was  th*i  business  of  a  court  martial,  am)  It 
js  my  duty  only  to  aut  according  to  my  conscience  ;  which,  afler  deliberate  con- 
■flideratioQ,  assisted  by  the  best  light  a  poor  understanding  can  afford  it,  remains 
still  in  doubt,  and  tlierefore  1  cannot  consent  to  hign  a  wan-ant  whereby  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  martial  may  be  carried  into  execution  ;  foi>  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  however  oriminal  admiral  Byng  may  be,  his  life  is  not  forfeited  by  that 
sentence.  1  da  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  other  men's  opinions ;  all  I  endeavour 
at,  is  to  give  reasons  for  ray  own ;  and  111  I  desire  or  wish  is,  that  I  may  not  be 
mi8understoo<l ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  admiral  Byng's  deserts,  nor  to  give  any 
opinion  on  the  propriety  of  the  act. 

"  Signed,  6th  Feb.  1757,  at  the  admiralty. 


ft  spedes  of  intercetsfon  which  hath  generally,  if  not  always;^ 
previikd  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  when  any  thing  favour- 
able for  die  crifnittal  httd' appeared  in  the  course  of  the  trial*. 
How  mueh  more  then  mi^t  it  hdve  been  expected  to  suc- 
ceed, when  earnestly  urged  as'a  case  of  conscience  in  behalf 
of  a  man  wh(Mii'*)iis  judges  had  expressly  acquitted  of  cow» 
ardice  and  trtaehery,  the  only  two  imputations  that  rein 
dered  ImoI  crnokul  in  die  eyes  of  the  nation!  Such  aa 
interpoticion  of  the  crown  in  parliamentary  transactions  was 
irregular,  unnecessary,  and  at  another  juncture  might  have 
beea  productive  of  violent  heats  and  declamation*  At 
preseift,  however,  it  passed  without  censure,  as  die  e^Fectof 
ioatteiitioa,  rather  than  a  design  to  encroach  upon  the 
j^ivikges  of -the  houses 

4  XLI  V«  The  message  being  communicated,  a  biil  was 
immediately  brought  in,  to  release  the  members  of  the  court 
martial  from  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  and  passed  through 
die  lower  house  widiout  opposition :  hut  in  the  house  of 
lords  it  appeared  to  be  destitute  of  a  proper  foundation* 
Hiey  sent^'a  OMssage  to  the  commons,  desiring  them  to  give 
leave  that*  such  of  the  members  of  the  court  martial  as  were 
members  <tf  that  hou^e  might  attend  their  lordships,  in  ovder 
10  be  examined  on  thd  second  reading  of  the  bill;  accor«- 
4iagly*they,'  and  the  rest  of  the  court  martial,  attemle;^)  s^nd 
answered  all  questions  without  hesitation.  As  they  did  not 
insist- upon  any  escuse,  nor  produce  any  satisfactory  reason 
for  showing  that  the  man  they  had  condemned  wa^  a  proper 
object  of  mercy,  their  lordships  were  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  occasion  Tor  pacing  any  such  bill,  which,  therefore*,' 
diey.*almo8t  unanimously  rejected.  It  is  not  easy,  to  con- 
ceive what  stronger  reasons  couM  be  given  for  proying  Mr.. 
Byng  aa  object  of  mercy,  than  those  mentioned  in  the  let^ 
ter  sent  to  the  bos^rd  of  admiralty  by  the  members  of  the 
court  niartial,  who  were  empowered  to  try  the  imputed 
offence,  consequently  must  have  been  deemed  well. qualified* 
to  judge  of  his  conduct. 

§  XL V.  The  unfortunate  admiral  being  thus  aban- 
doned to. the  strol^e  of  justice,  prepared  himself  for  death 
with  resigiiation  and  tranquillity.  He  maintained  a  surpri- 
sing cheerfulness  to  the  last;  norxiid he,  from  his  condem 
aadoa  to  his  execution,  exhibit  the  least  sign  of  impattepce 
Vot.  IIL  B  b  b 


^f^  UlSTORV  or  ibittLAKD.  ttSJ^ 

pr  appTehension.     Duriog  ^al  iiilerviilJic  luid  TtmmmA  en 
board  of  the  Monarque,  a  thinl  mte  eHf  of  var^  aatborai 
in  the  hairbour  of  Portsmoatl^  uodDr  a  strong  guard,  in 
custody  of  the  marshal  of  die  admiralty.  Outbe  fourtcMlh 
of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  hit  execution,  the  boato  hekmg- 
ing  to  the  squadron  at  Spithead  being  jomiatA  and  armed, 
containing  their  captains  and  oiicers^  yrith  a  detachment  of 
laarines,  attended  this  solemnity  in  ths  havhour,  wkach  was 
also  erowded  with  an  infinite  number  of  other  boaOs  nod 
vessels  filled  with  spectators.     About  noon,  the  admind 
having  talcen  leave  of  a  clergyman,  and  tw»  frbndf  who 
accompanied  him,  walked  out  of  the  great  cabin  to  the 
quarterdeck,  where  two  files  of  marines  ware. ready  to  eice^ 
cute  the  sentence.     He  advanced  with  a  firm,  delibemte- 
.step,  a  composed  and  resolute  countenance,:  and  iPesolved  to 
sufiev  with  his  face  uncovered,  until  his  friends,  refnresent- 
ing  that  his  looks  would  possibly  intimidate  the  soldiers^ 
;ind  prevent  their  taking  aim  properly,  he  sidimitted  to  their 
request^  threw  his  hat  on  the  deck,  kneeled  on  a  cushion, 
tied  on^  w*hite  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and  dit>^ed  the 
odier  as  a  signal  for  his  executioners,  who  fired  a'  voll^  sa 
decisive,  that  five  balls  passed  through  lus^  body,  and  he 
dropped  down  dead  in  an  instant.     The  time  in  which.thtn 
tragedy  was  apted,  from  his  walking  out  of  thexabin  to  his 
being  deposited  in  the  coffin,  did  not  exceed  three  mnutitt. 
$  XLVI.  Thus  fell,  to  the  astanishmeat  of  all  £urofK^ 
admiral  John  Byng;  .who,  whatever  his  errors  and  indiacre^ 
tions  might  have  been,  seems  to  hav^  been  rashly  condena-* 
ned,  meanly  given  up,  and  cruelly  sacrificed  to  vile  coaask^ 
erations.     The  sentiments  of  his  own  fate  he  avowed  uu 
the  verge  of  etemi^,  when  there  was  no  longer  any  <^mse' 
of  dissimulation,  in  the  following  declaration,  which,  imme? 
diately  before  his  death,  he  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the 
admiralty:  ^*  A  few  moments  will  now  deliver  nse  froa^ 
**  the  virulent  persecution,  and  frustrate  the  farther  malice 
"  of  my.  enemies :  nor  need  I  envj  them  a  life  subject  to 
"  the.*  sen^atioi^  my  injuries,  and  the  injustice  done  me, 
^^  musti  create.     Fersua^^.  I  ^un,  that  justice  will  be  done 
^^  to  my  reputation  hereafter :  the  numner  and'  cause   oi 
^'  raising  and  keepipgiip  the  popular  clamotir  and  .prejudice 
^  against  me  w^Il  be  seen  thix>ugh«     I  shsUi  be  consider^ 
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^  (as>  I  now  pcreeive  mywlf )  a  victim  destined  to  divevt 
'^  die  iudigmtioii  and  resemmtnt  of  aa  jBJiired  and  deluded 
^^  people  from  tlie  piwper  objects.  My  enemies  tbemselres 
^'  BiQ^  now  think  me  innocent*  Happy  for  rhe^  at  iim  my 
*'*'  Ust  moment,  that  i  know  my  own  innocence,  and  am  con^ 
^^  sciocis  that  no  fMirt  of  my  country's  misfbrtuoes  can  be 
*'  owing  to  me*  I  heartily  wish  the  shedding  of  my  blood 
^  may  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  service  of  toy  coun^ 
'^  try;  hut  cannot  resign  my  just  claim  tb  a  faithful dis* 
'^  charge  of  my  duty  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment^ 
^  and  the  masost  exertion  of  my  ability  for  hi*  majesty's 
^^  bonooTy  and  my  coomry'a  service*  I  am  ~sorry  that  my 
*'*'  endeavours  were  not  attended  with  more  success,  and 
^  that  the  armament  under  my  command  proved  too  weak 
^'  an  tfvoceed  in  any  expedition  of  such  moment.  Truth 
^*  has^  prevailed  over  cahtmny  and  falsehood,  and  justice 
^'  has  griped  off  ihe  ignominious  stain  of  my  supposed  want 
^^  of  piefiOMal  oonragt,  and  the  charge  of  disaffection.  My 
^  heart  ac^ta  ose  of  the^  crimes :  hut  who  cam  be  pre* 
^  swttpituonsly  sore  of  his  own  judgment  i  If  my  crime  ii 
^'*an  error  in  judgment,  or  differing  in  opinion  from  my 
*^  jt^ges,  and  if  yet  the  error  in  judgment  should  be  on  their 
^  side,  God  forgive  them,  as  I  do ;  and  may  the  distress  of 
^  their  minds,  .and  uneasiness  of  their  consciences,  which  in 
**"  justice  to  me  they  bave  represented,  be  relieved,  and  sub- 
*'  side  as  my  resentment  has  done.  The  Supreme  Judge 
^  sees  all  hearts  and  motives,  and  to  him  I  must'  submit 
"  the  justice  of  my  cause." 

$  XLVII.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in 
his  favour,  notwithstanding '  the  infamous  arts  that  were 
practised  to  keep  up  the  cry  against  him,  notwith^t^ding 
this  solemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his  last  moments,  and  even 
self  convicticm  of  innocence,  the  character  of  admiral  B3n3g, 
in  point  of  personal  courage,  will  still,  with  many  people, 
remain  problematical.  They  will  still  be  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  spirit  of  a  British  admiral  had  been  properly  exerted, 
the  French  fleet  would  have  been  defeated,  and  Minorca 
relieved.  A  .man^s  opinion  of  danger  varies  at  different 
times,  in  consequen(xe  of  an  irregular  x\ic  of  animal  spirits, 
and  he  is  actuated  by  considerations  which  he  dares  not 
avow.     AJtiQr  an  officer,  thus  influenced,  has  hesitated  or 
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kept  aloof  in  the  hour  of  trial,  the  miiid,  eager  for  iu  own 
justificatioit,  assembles  with  sorprinng  industry,  every 
faTourable  circumstance  of  excuse^  and  broods  over  them 
with  parental  partisdity,  until  it  becomes  not  only  satisfied, 
but  even  enamoured  of.  their  beauty  and  complejuoo,  like  a 
doating  modier,  blind  to  the  deformity  of  her  own  oftpring. 
W|iirtever  Mr.  Byng^s  internal  feelings  might  have  been-, 
whatever  consequences  might  have  attended  his  bdiaviour 
on  that  occasion ;  as  the  tribunal  before  which  he  Was  tried 
acquitted  him  expressly  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  he  was 
without  all  doubt,  a  proper  object  for  royal  clemency ;  and 
so  impartial  posterity  will  judge  him,  after  all  those  dis- 
honourable motives  of  faction  and  of  fear,  by  whkh  his  fate 
was  influenced,  shall  be  lost  in  oblivion,  or  remembered 
with  disdain*  The  people  of  Great  Britain,  naturally 
fierce,  impatient,  and  clamorous,  have  been  too  much  indul* 
ged,  upon  every  petty  miscarriage,  with  trials,  courts  mar- 
tial, and  dismissions,  which  tend  only  to  render  their  milita- 
ry commanders  rash  and  precipitate,  the  populace  more 
licentious  and  intractable,  and  to  disgrace  the 
character  in  the  opinion  of  mankind*. 
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$  I.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge  taken  into  the  administration^ 
$  II.  Obliged  to  r^gn.     §  HI,  Restored  to  their  em- 

^  ploymenU.  $  IV.  Coalition  of  parties.  §  'V.  Descent 
on  the  coast  of  France  meditated.  §  VI.  Command  of 
the  fleet  given  to  sir  Edward  Hawke^  and  of  the  land 
forces  to  sir  John  Mordaunt^  Fleet  sails,  September  8. 
$  VII.  Admiral  Knowles  sent  to  take  Aix.  §  VIII. 
Attack  and  surrender  of  Aix.  §  IX.  A  descent  resolved 
on.  $  X.  The  fieet  returns  to  Spithead.  His  majesty 
appoints  a  board  of  inquiry  into  the  reasons  ofthejfeefs 
return*  $  XI.  Proceedings  '  of  the  court  of  inquiry. 
$  XII.  Its  report.  $  XIII.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  and  acquitted.  $  XIV.  Fleets  sent 
to  the  East  and  West  In^s.  $  XV.  Success  of  the 
Er^lish  privateers.  $  XVI»  Riots  occasioned  by  the 
high  price  of  corn.  §  XVlf.  Operations  in  America. 
$  XVIII.  Lord  Loudoun*s  conduct  in  America.  $  XIX. 
Fort  William  Henry  taken  by  the  French.  $  XX.  Naval 
transactions  in  America.  $  XXI.  Attempt  ofM.de 
Kersin  on  CapC'Coast'Castle,  in  ^rica.  $  XXII.  State 
pf  affairs  in  the  East  Indies.  Calcutta  recovered.  The 
Subd^s  camp  forced^  and  a  new  treaty  concluded  with 
him.  §  XXIII.  Reduction  of  Chandernagore.  $  XXIV. 
Colonel  Clive  defeats  the  Suba  at  Plaissey^  who  is  qfter- 
^•wards  deposed  and  put  to  death.  §  XXV.  King  of 
France  assassinated.  Tortures  inficted  on  the  assassin. 
$  XXVI.  Changes  in  the  French  ministry.  $  XXVII. 
State  of  the  confederacy  against  the  king  of  Prussia. 
$  XXVIII.  Precautions  taken  by  his  Prussian  majesty. 
$  XXIX.  Skirmishes  between  the  Prussians  and  Austrians* 

.    $  XXX.  NstUralUy  of  the  emperor^  and  behaviour  of  the 
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Dutch.  $  XXXL  The  French  take  possession  ofsewral 
towns  in  the  Low  Countries  belonging  to  the  king  of 
Prussia*  .  $  XXXII*  Declaration  of  the  czarina  against 
the  king  of  Prussia*  Factions  in  Poland.  $  XXXIII. 
Fruitless  endeavours  of  the  English  to  restore  the  treat- 
quillity  of  Germany.  §  XXXIV.  King  of  Prussia 
enters  Bohemia.  Prince  of  Severn  defeats  the  Austrians 
at  Richenberg.  §  XXX  V#  King  of  Prussia  gains  a  com- 
plete  victory  over  the  Austrians  near  Prague.  Mares- 
chal  Schwerin  killed.  $  XXXVI.  Prague  invested. 
^  XXXVIL  And  bombarded.  Brave  defence  of  Mr 
besieged.  $  XXXVIII.  Count  Dawn  tmkes  the  command 
^  cf  the  Austrian  army.  IBs  character*  $  XX^iX. 
King  of  Prussia  defeated  at  KoHn^  $  XL.  JSe  Raises 
the  siege  of  Prague^  and  qukts  Bohemia,  f  XLL  Prepa- 
rations for  the  defence  of  Hanover.  The  (Med  army 
assembler  under  the  duke  of  CumbtfUmd^  4  ^LII. 
Skirmishes  with  the  French^  $  XLIIL  DftAe  ofOtm- 
berland  passes  the  Weser.  The  French  follom  kim^  and 
take  Minden  and  Embden^  and  lay  Hanover  undfr'  eomri- 
button.  §XLiy.  Battle  of  ffasnnbecJt.  $  XLV-  The 
French  take  Hamelen.  Duke  de  RkhUeU  supersefdes 
mareschal  d?EtrSes  in  the  command  ef  the  French  atiny. 
§  XL VI.  The  French  take  possession  of  Hanover  and 
Hesse  Cassel.  §  XLVIL  And  re^kuce  Verden'  and  ire- 
men.  Duke  of  Cumberland  sigm  the  cvfi^miHaH  of 
Chster  ^even. 

$  L  THOUGH  the  i>^tiaii^t'  of  C^eat  l^ifain 
unammou&ly  concurred  ift  streiigtlTdtri^g^  ilkt  fi^ukls  6f  gov- 
ernment for  a  vigorous  prosecutkm  ot  the  #aef ,  ^96  K^^ral 
supplies  had  like  to  have  ptoved  ittefectuai  thrchigh  » trant 
of  harm^y  ki  her  co«nieikt.  lu  ^e  eour^  o#  thd"  lasT  jTear 
the  clamofous  vokes  of  distiatisrfiletiMr  bad  been  idedsed  by 
a  senes  of  dieappmntAVentS'  a^d  ffldseai^iageflpy  wbkfllil^re 
imputed  to  want  of  intdH;geti^e,  saga<;ity,  and^  vJ^Mr  in 
the  adoiinistralion.  The  defeat  o#  BradeteicI^,  t^e  rlsdtte6oiL  of 
C>BW«g6,  aad  other  forts  itt  Atfieriea,  the^  dela^of  aMnaiteeiitSy 
the  neglect  of  opportunities^,  ine4feet\ra^  crmsesf,  absllrd 
dispositions  of  fteets  and  sqxKidrdns,  ike  disgntois'  'm  the 
9l|editerraneafi>  a^fl  th«  k)6s  (9^  I^iiofefa,  were  Di^iiAbered 


^rnqog  the  vmfortijincs  :th9t  flowed  from  the  crude  designs 
of  a  weak  dwpirited  Biioistry;  and  the  prospect  of  their 
%ci|uiescipg  in  a  continental  war  brou^t  them  still  farther 
in.  cont^eispt  md  detestation  with  the  body  of  the  people. 
In, order. to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  those  whom  their 
conduct  had  disobliged,  ta  acquire  a  fresh  stock  of  credit 
with  their  .fellow  subjects,  ami  remove  from  their  own 
shoulders,  part  oLwbat  fttture  censure  might  ensue,  they 
admitted  ifito  a  share  of  the  administration  a  certain  set  of 
gentlemen,  remarkable  for  their  talents  and  popularit}^ 
he^d^d  by  Mr.  Pi^  and  Mr. .  Legge,  esteemed  the  twt> 
it^cttl  iUustrious  patriots  of  Great  Briuin,  alike  distinguished 
md^  admired  for  their  unconquerable -spirit  and  untainted 
integrity.  The  former  of  these  was  appointed  secretary 
of  staie»  the  other  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  and 
their  firkodfl.  w^»re  vested  with  other  honourable  though 
subordinate  offie^* 

$  II..Sa  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the  pro- 
mptioilv  q(  individual,  upon  whose  virtues  and  abilities 
tbey  had  the  mo^t  perfect  reliance :  but  these  new  ingre- 
iienta  WAukl  never  thoroughly  mix  with  the  old  leaven. 
Tberadmisiis^ation  became  an  emblem  of  the  image  that 
Nebuchadnezzar  saw  in  his  dream,  the  leg  was  of  iron^ 
^  the  foot  was  of  clay.  The  old  junto  foimd  their  new 
assmatea  very  unfit  for  their  purposes.  They  could  neither 
persuade^  c^ole,  nor  intimidate  diem  into  measures  which 
they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true  interest  of  their  country. 
The  nc^  ouaisters  combated  in  council  every  such  plan, 
however  patrontaed:  they  openly  opposed  in  parliament 
every  design  whieh  they  deemed  unworthy  of  the  crown, 
or  pr^udicial  to  the  people,  even  though  distinguished  by 
the  predilectioQ^  of  the  aoveit:ign.  Far  from  bargaining 
ibr  their  places,  and  surrendering  their  principles  by  capi^ 
tidalion,  they  maintained  in  office  their  independency  and 
oandour  with  the  most  vigilant  circumspection,  and  seemed 
determined  to  show,  that  he  is  the  best  minister  to  the  sove* 
reign  who  acts  with  the  greatest  probity  towards  the  subject. 
Those  who  immediately  surrounded  the  throne  were  sup* 
posed  to  have  concealed  die  true  characters  of  these  faith- 
fid  servants  from  the  knowledge  of  their  royal  master ;  t6 
have  represei:^ted  them  as  obstinate,  imperious,  ignorant, 
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and  even  lukewarm  in  their  loysdty;  and  to  have  dectared, 
that  with  such  colleagues  it  would  be  impossible  to  move 
the  machine  of  government  according  to  his  naajesty's 
inclination.  These  suggestions,  artfully  intmlcated,  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect :  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  Mr* 
Pitt,  by  his  majesty's  conamand,  resigned  the  seals  of 
secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  department.  In  the 
room  of  Mr.  Legge,  the  king  was  pleased  to  grant  the 
office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  the  right  honoaraUe 
lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  king's  bench^ 
the  same  personage  whom  we  have  mentioned  before  under 
the  name  of  Mr.  Murray,  solicitor  general,  now  promoted 
and  ennobled  for  his  extraordinary  merit  and  imposttoit 
services.  The  fate  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  extended  to  ■  some  of 
his  principal  friends :  the  board  of  admiralty  was  ctaoiged^ 
and  some  other  removals  were  made  with  the  same  intention. 

§  III.  What  was  intended  as  a  disgrace  to  Mn  Pitt  , 
and  Mr.  Legge  turned  out  one  of  the  most  shining- circum* 
stances  of  their  characters.  The  whole  nation  deemed  ta 
rise  up,  as  one  man,  in  the  vindic^ion  of  their  fame ;  every 
mouth  was  opened  in  their  praise ;  and  a  greater  number  of 
respectable  cities  and  corporations  presented  them  with.the 
freedom  of  their  respective  societies,  enclosed  in  gold  boxes 
of  curious  workmanship,  as  testimonies  of  their  p<fcuU^^ 
veneration.  What  the  people  highly  esteem^  tt^y  in  a  msat- 
net  idolize.  Not  contented  with  making  offerings  so*  fiat-- 
tering  and  grateful  to  conscious  virtue,  they  conoeived  th« 
most  violent  prejudices  against  those  gentlemeu  who  suc- 
ceeded in  the  administration ;  fully  convinced,  that  th&same 
persons  who  had  sunk  the  nation  in  the  present  dt«tressf^l 
circumstances,  who  had  brought  oti .  her  dishonour^  and 
reduced  her  to  the  verge  of  destruction,  were  by  no  naeaiis 
the  fit  instruments  of  her  delivery  and  redemption.  The 
whole  kingdom  caught  fire  at  the  late  changes ;  nor  could 
the  power,  the  cimning,  and  the  artifice  of  a  faction,  long 
support  it  against  the  united  voice  of  Great  Britain,  which 
soon  pierced  the  ears  of  the  sovereign.  It  was  not  possi- 
ble to  persuade  the  people  that  salutary  measures  could  be 
suggested  or  pursued,  except  by  the  few,  whose  zeal  for  the. 
honour  of  their  country,  and  steady  adherence  to  an  upright 
disinterested  conduct,  had  secured,  their -confidence,  aikI 
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daimed  thdr  veneration*  A  great  number  of  addresses, 
dutifdUy^aosd  lofsally  expressed,  soliciting  the  king^  ever 
readf' to'meet  halfwajr  the  wbhes  of  his  faithful  people,  to 
restore  Mr.  Pitt  ami  *Mr.  Legge  to  their  former  employ- 
ments* Upon  this  they  rested  the  security  and  honour  of 
tiie  xiation,  as  well  as  the  public  e3q>ectation  of  die  speedy 
and  successful  issue  of  a  war,  hitherto  attended  with  dis* 
graces  and  wsfortunAS.  Accordingly,  his  majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  redeliver .  the  seab  to  Mr«  Pitt, 
appointing  faim  secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  depart* 
ment,  on  the  twen^-ninth  day  of  June;  and,  five  days 
after,  the  ofioe  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  resto* 
ned  to  Mr*  Legge;  promotions  that  aiforded  imiver9al 
satisfaction. 

$  IV.  It  would .  no(t  tperhaps,  be  possible  to  exclude, 
from  a  share  in  the  administration,  all  who  were  not  per-* 
fectly  agreeable  to  the  peopk :  however  unpopular  the  late 
ministry  might  appear,  still  they  possessed  sufficient  influ- 
ence, in  the  privy  council,  and -.credit  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, to  lliwart  every  measui^e  in  which  they  did  not 
themselrts  partake*  This  oooaideration,  and  very  recent 
experience,  probably  tiictated  the  necessity  of  a  coalition, 
fahitary  in  itself,  and  prudent,  because  it  was  the  only 
Aeans  of  assuaging  the.  rage  of.  faction,  and  healing  those 
diyi^ons^  more  pernicious  to  the  public  than. the  most  mis- 
taken and  blundering  councils.  Sir  Robert  Heoky  Was 
made  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  and  sworn  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  on  the  the  thirteenth  day  of  June :  the 
custody  of  the  privy  seal  was  committed  to  earl  Temple : 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  Mr.  Legge,  Mi;.  Nugent, 
lordyisconnt  Duncannon,  and  Mr.  Grenville,  were  appointed 
eommissiooeiis  for  executing  the  office  of  treasurer  of  his 
ms^ty's  exchequer :  lord*  Anson,  admirals  Boscawen  and 
Forbes,  Dr.  Hay,  Mr.  West,  ^Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  ElUott, 
to  preside  at  the  board  of  admiralty:  Mr.  jPpx  was  grati- 
fied with  the  office  of  receiver  and  paymaster  general  of  all 
his  mi^esty^s  guaids,  garrisons,  and  land  forces :  and  the 
carl  of  Thomond  was-  nwide  treasurer  of  the  king's  house- 
hold^ and  sworn  of  his^  majesty's  privy  council.  Other  pro- 
modons  likewise  took  place,  with  a  design  to  gratify  the 
adherents  of  eilh^F  pwtj;  and  so  equally  was  the  royal 
Vol.  m,  Ccc  ^ 
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hMmt  dtitribatcdT  tbit  die  utmost  hannony  for  m  lon^  :dme 
iubristed*  Ittgrcdienu,  seemingly  heterogeneous,  conscU* 
dAted  into  one  uniform  tnass,  so  ms  to  produce  effects  &r 
exceeding  the  most  sanguine  expectations ;  and  this  pru- 
dent Mrangement  proved  displeasing  only  to  those  whom 
violent  party  attachment  had  inspired  with  a  narrow  and 
exclusive  spirit. 

$  V.  The  accumulated  losses  and  disappointments  of 
the  preceding  year  made  it  absolutely  necessary  to  retrieve 
|he  credit  of  the  British  arms  and  councils  by  some  vigor* 
ous  and  spirited  enterprise,  which  should  at  the  same  time, 
produce  some  change  in  the  circumstances  of  his  Prussian 
niajesty,  already  depressed  by  the  repulse  of  CoBn,  and  in 
>  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  whole  power  of  France,  now 
ready  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a  torrent,  which  had  so  lately 
swept  before  it  the  army  of  observation,  now  on  the  brink 
of  disgrace*  A  well  planned  and  vigorous  descent  on  the 
coast  of  France,  it  was  thought  would  probably  give  a  deci- 
sive blow  to  the  marine  of  that  kingdom,  and  at  the  same 
lime  effect  a  powerful  diversion  in  favour  of  the  Prussian 
fnonarch  and  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  driven  from  all  his 
posts  in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing  a  part  of  the 
frenph  forces  to  the  defence  and  protection  of  their  own 
coasts,  Both  were  <ihjects  of  great  concern,  upon  which 
the  sovereign  and  ministry  were  sedulously  bent.  His  royal 
highness  the  duke,  in  a  particular  maniMr,  urged  the  neces« 
sity  of  some  enterprise  of  this  nature,  as  the  only  expedient 
to  obviate  the  shameful  convention  noiy  in  agitation.  The 
ministry  foresaw,  that,  by  destroying  the  enemy's  shipping, 
«J1  succours  would  be  cut  off  from  America,  wfaather  they 
«rere  d^y  transporting  troops ;  the  British  commerce 
secured,  without  those  jconvoys  so  inconvenient  to  the  board 
of  admiralty,  aud  to  the ,  merchants ;  and  those  ideal  feara 
of  an  invasion,  that  had  in  some  n^asure  affected  the  public 
credit,  wholly  dispelled* 

^  VI.  From  these  considerations  a  powerful  fleet  waq 
ordered  to  be  got  in  reiidiness  to  put  to  sea  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  ten  tiegunenta  of  foot  were  marched  to  the  Isle 
of  Wigbt,  The  iiaval  y;paame||t,  consisting  (tf  eighteen 
ships  of  the  line,  beside  fngat^f,  fireships,  bombketchesi, 
lift^tmu^HVfi)  ir99pi»t^nckrthf  iComnsaiidof^£4ward 
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fbmkt^  tm  oficer  whtttfe  UMd  Mnrioes  reconunradoa 
htm  afcove  «U  others,  to  thk  doaunand ;  and  rear-adni^ 
Kaoirlfts  was  appointed  hn  sufaatecnu  Sir  John  Mor<* 
^yat  was  preferred  to  take  the  comaund  of  the  hmd 
farces;  and  both  strictly  ettjoined  to  act  with  the 
utmost  unaoimity  and  haroAoi^r.  Emrope  beheld  with 
astonishment  these  mighty  preparations.  The  destination 
of  the  drmameiit  was  wrapped  in  the  most  profound  se-^ 
crecy:  it  eosercased  the  penetration  of  polUicians^  and 
itted  France  with  very  scirious  alarms.  Various  were 
the  impedimenu  whick  obstructed  the  embarkation  of 
the  troops  for  several  weeks,  while  Mr.  Pitt  expressed  the 
greatest  nneasiaess  at  the  delay^  and  repeatedly  urged  the 
commander  in  chief  to  expedite  his  departure ;  but  a  su4i^ 
cient  number  of  transpciMrtay  owwg  ♦»  •omc  bhxader  in  Ae 
contractors,  had  not  yet  arrived.  The  troops  expressed  an 
eager  impatience  to  signalise  themselves  against  the  enemies 
of  die  liberties  of  Europe ;  but  the  superstitious  drew  uw- 
fivonralde  presages  from  the  dilatoriness  of  the  embarka^ 
tioo.  At  last  the  transports  arrived,  the  troops  were  pot 
•sn  board  with  all  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  nnder  sail  on 
she  eighth  day  of  September,  attended  with  the  pniytrs  of 
every  man  warmed  with  the  love  of  his  country,  and^o* 
Bcstoua  A|^  her  honour.  The  public,  big  widi  the  e»- 
pectatidilBibious  where  the  stroke  would  fall,  bi|t  confident 
of  its  success,  were  itepatieat  for  ^dings  fvom  the  fleet; 
hut  it  was  not  till  the  fourteenth,  tint  even  \hc  trodps  #on 
board  began  to  conjecture  that  a  descent  was  meditated  on 
the  coast  of  France,  near  Rochefort  or  Eochelle. 

$  VIL  On  the  twentieth,  the  fleet  made  the  Isle  of 
OleffD%;JU»d  then  sir  Edwau-d^Hawke  sent  an  order  to  vice- 
admirai  Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the  •  wind  peraMtted  the 
%et,  to  proceed  to  Basque  road,  to  stand  in  as  near  to  the 
Ifile  of  Ai|(  as  Ae  pilot  would  earry  him,  widi  such  fllups 
of  his  division  as  he  thought  necessary  for  d>e  service,  and 
;io  batter  the  ibit  tiU  the  garrison  should  eidier  abandon  or 
mmrender  it.  But  the  immediate  exectilion  of  this  order 
was  Crustnaled  by  a  French  ship  oC  war  standing  in  to  the 
very  middle  of  the  fleet,  and.contiouing  in  that  station  ^n* 
mmmmnitm  before  she  discovered  her  miscake,  or  any^sf  die 
xaqptaifis  hsd  a  signal  thvoivn  out  to  f^ve  chade.     ^^miral 


Knowlcs,  when  too  bte,  odkried  the  MagnaBimr,  capttfa^' 
Howe,  and  Torbay,  capcahi  Keppel,  on  tfaatservtoi^  and 
thereby  re^rded  the  attsrak  upon  which  he  was  hnmetiUateljr 
^nt.  A  stroke'  of  policy  greatly  .to  be  achnired^  M^fkoax 
hence  he  gained  time  to  assure  Umself  of  the  strength  of' 
the  fortifications  of  Aix,  before  he  ran  hb  mi^esty's 
ships  into  danger. 

$  VIII.  While  the  above  ships,  JvirMi  die  addkion  of 
the  Royal  William^  were  attending,  the  French  ship  of  war 
safe  into  the  river  Garonne,  die  renaainder  of  the  fleet  was 
beating  to  windward  off  the  Isle  of  Okron ;  and  the  coa^ 
mander  in  chief  publishing  orders  and  regulations  which 
did  credit  to  bis  judgment,  and  would  have  been  Ughlsr 
useful,  had  there  ever  been  occasion  to  put  them  in  exe- 
cution* On  tl>»^\«r«>nty.tKu'rl  the  von  of  the  fleet,  led  by 
captain  Howe  in  the  Magnaninne,  stood  towards  Aix,  a 
small  island  situated  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charente, 
leading  up  to  Rochefort^  the  fortifications  half  finiiliesi, 
and  moutited  with  about  thirty  eaanon  and  mortars,  the 
garrison  composed  of  «ix  hundred  men, .  and  the  whc4e 
island  about  five  miles  in  circumference.  As  thef  Magaa^ 
nime  approached,  the  enemy  fired  briskly  t;poa  ker;  im^ 
captain  Howe,  regai'dless  of  their  l^'mt  endeav^uiay  kepttm 
•his  coarse  without  flinching,  droppied  his  anclM|||.  dose  to 
the  walls,  and  poured  in  so. incessant  a  fire  as  ^Sfcaiknced 
their  ar^lcry.  It  was,  however,  jwar  an  hour  before  the 
fort  struck,  when  sotnc  forces  w«rc  landed  to  take  posses^ 
sion  of  ho  important  a  conquest,  with  ordara  to  demolish 
the  fortifications,  the  care  of  which,  was  intifuated  to  vice- 
admiral  Knowles.  ^ 

§  IX»  Inconsiderable. as  thi». success  might  apfiear,  k 
greatly  elated  the  twMops,  and  was  deemed  an  happy,  onian 
of  further  advantages* ;  but,  icatead  of  embarkmgr  |he  tmo^ 
thatni^t,  as  was  universally  expected,  se\'tiral.iucc£S8ivae 
da}'s  were  spent  in  councils  of  war,  soundings  of  the.co^t, 
and  deliberations  whether  the  king's  expn^as  orders  f^en^ 
practicable,  or  ft>  be«  cmnplied .  with.  Eight  daws  were 
elapsed  since  the  first  appearance  of  fiie  fleet  xm  the  coast, 
and  the  alaim  was  given  to  tlwi.  enemy*  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  indeed  projK>sed  laying. a  sixty  gun  ship  agatasc 
I'ouiiai,  and   battering  that  fort,    whA^    it  was  thotight 
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i«tald  hhip  torwciur^  t^  Indioir  of  tbt  traafs,  Md  |piciU-> 
tale  tfce  enterprise  on  Jtochefert.'  rThts  a'Sirentfa  ptlot  on 
bomrd  (Thierry)  widertoUkj  bin  irfter  a  ehip  had  been 
li^tM  ter'the  pmrpose,  vict-adttiral  Kne^wles  reported, 
that  a  benilMMtch  had  ran  ngrevUid  at  above  thta  distance  of 
two  miles  from  the  fart;  upon  whi^h^'  tb^  project,  of  bat- 
tering or  bonDbardiog  die  fbrt  waa  aband0ped<  The  Ad* 
tmrti  likewise  proposed  ,to  bombafd^  Kocfodle.:  but  thi* 
overture  #as  overmkd^  for  i-easons .  wbich  we  need  not 
mentioiu  It  waa  it  b&gth  d^erminf^^  in  a  cetincil  of 
ivar  held:  on  th6:  cig^tb>  to  make  a  descent  and  attack  rth^ 
forts  leading  to 'and  upon  the  mouth , of  the  river  Chare«te# 
An  order^  in  consbquence  of  this  resqlulton^  was  immo^^ 
diafeely  biued  fm*.  the  troo|2a  to  be  ready  ;to  embark  froof 
the  trsmspdrtsiavliM.  boats  precisely  at  twelve  o-cloek  at 
nt^t.  Accordingly,  the  boats  Iveije  prepared,  .and  filled 
with  the  men  at  the  Hme^ppoime^d,  and  now  ^fa^  nemtsinfid 
beating- against  eaefa  other,  and  the  sides  of  the  .ships,  fcyr 
the  space  of  four  hours,:  Hvhile  the  council  w^re  dejteraiinijj|;. 
wbetlier^  after  aU  the  -^ro^ble  given,  they  should  land; 
wbeii,  at  length,  an  order  was  published  for  the  troops  to 
return  to  dieir  respective . transports,*: ^nd  all.thPUghi^  of  a 
descent,  to  appearanice,  y^e  wholly  abandonj^d.  JTfce  sue* 
seeding  days  were  enspjoyed  in  MQ^ing  up  and  denwlishiag 
ibefomfica^flns  of  Aim  after  ^icb,  the  land  officers,  in 
a  coupciLof  war,  took  the  iuwl  resolution  of  returnii^g  t9 
Eo^and  ^rithout  teny  farther ^i^t^mpts,  fjuUy  satisfied  they 
bad- done  all  in  tikeir.poweir  to  ei^ecute  the  designs  of  tixe 
ministty,  and  choosing' rather  to  oppose  the  frowns  of  jsm 
,aagry  aovereigov  th$  murmurs  of.  an  incensed  natiop,  and 
the  comefldpt  of  mankind^  thiM)  figbt  a  hai^ful  (^  dastardly 
myitbu  •  Such.wasth<$  iss^iie  f>f  I  an;  expedition  that  raised"^ 
the  eiip€fi(talio&'<rf  all  £turope,  .threw  the  coasts  of  France 
into  t)tea  utmost  conf (^i0n, .  and  cost  the  people  of  England 
Ihtteless  than  n  million  of  money  i^ 

$  X.  The  fleet  waano  sqOii^ie  returned  than  the  whcde 
na^on  wi«s  in  a  ferrml^u  Th^ublk  expectation  had  been 
wound  up  to  the  lughesf  pitc^  apd  now  the  disapppint- 
-meiat  was  proportioned. to  the  sanguine  hopes' conceived, 
jLhM  the  pfriicle  of  France  urould  have  been  humbled  by  sp 
/omrudsbl^  an  ariAamen^  -  Tk^  ministry,  ai^d  with  tbem 
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the  AttioMd  ttoke^  cxckincd  «g*iiMt  the  conunandkig  ott* 
cers,  and  the  mititaiy  men  recited  tiie  tsiaamy^  by  kiymg 
the  blame  on  the  projectdrs  of  the  enterprise,  who  had  pot 
the  nation  to  great  expcnae  before  they  had  obddned  the 
necessary  infennatioD.  Certain  it  was,  that  blame  most 
fall  somewhere,  and  the  ministry  resolved  to  acquit  them- 
selves and  6x  the  accusatioil,  by  requesting  Ins  mafeaty  to 
appoint  a  board  g^  oficers  of  character  and  ability,  to  in« 
quire  into  the  causes  of  die  late  miscarriage.  This  akme  it 
was  that  could  asppease  the  publie  clamours,  and  afford 
general  satisfaction.  The  ^oemies  of  Mr.  Pitt  endeavoured 
to  wrest  the  miscarriages  of  the  expeditioii  to  his  prejudice, 
but  the  whispers  of  faction  were  soon  drowned  in  the  voice 
bf  the  whole  people  of  England,  who  never  could  persuade 
them^lves  that  a  gentleman,  raised  to  ebe  height  of  power 
iind  popularity  by  mow  dint  of  superior  merit,  integrity, 
and  disinterestedness^  would  now  verirftce  his  rqmtadon  by 
a  mock  armament,  or  haz^^d  incurring  the  derision  ci 
Europe,  tyy  neglecting  to  obtain  ail  the  necessary  previous 
informatit^,  or  doidg  whatever  might  contiibate  to  the 
success  of  the  expedition^  It  was  asked  whether  reason 
or  justice  dictated,  that  a  late  unfortui^ate  admind  sboald 
be  capitally  punished  for  not  trying  and  exerting  his  utmoat 
ability  to  relieve  fott  St.  Philip,  invested  by  a  poweritd 
army,  and  surrounded  with  a  numerous  fleet,  while  no 
charge  of  negligence  or  eowardite  was  brought  against 
those  who  occasioned  the  miscarriage  of  a  well  concoted 
and  well  appointed  <expeditionf  The  people,  they  said, 
were  not  to  be  quieted  widi  the  resolntioiis  of  a  co[uticil  of 
war,  'Composed  of  men  whosiif  inncaiv^y  might  fenme  ex>- 
cuses  for  Inclining  So  expofi^ '  Ibemselves  to  danger.  It 
Was  puUidy  mentioned,  that  fi^odi  backwardness  appeared 
among  the  general  officers  befbfe  the  fteet  readied^t^  lale 
<^  Olerdh,  as  occasioned  %he.~admirel  to  4eclare,  wath 
warmth,  that  he  would  comply^  with  his  orders,  and  go  int^ 
Basque  road,  Whatever  might  be  the  consequence.  It  was 
Mked  why  the  army  did  n<|yhmd  on  the  niglA  of  thetw^enqr- 
-^ird  or  tw.e>nty-feurth,  an^diether  die  oftoers,  sent  out  to 
^reconnoitre,  had  returned  wish  sAchwiteHigence  m -seemed 
to  i^ender  a  descent  in^ac^cabk  I  it  was  -asked,  wliedAer 
^h&  commander  in  chiicC  imd  cempttod  with  his  majesty'^ 


onkn,  ^  To  altetnpt,  aa  fer  m  should  be  found  pmctkable, 
^  m  descent  on  the  coast  of  France,  at  (m:  near  Rochefortt 
^  im  order  to  attadc,  and  by  a  vigorous  impression,  force 
*^  diat  place  i  and  to  bum  and  destroy,  to  the  utniost  of 
^^  his  pover,  all  docks,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  shipping, 
*^  as  shall  be  found  there  ?"  Such  rumours  as  these,  every* 
where  propagated,  rendered  an  inquiry  no  less  necessary 
to  the  reputation  of  the  oficers  on  the  expedition^  than  to 
tfie  minister  who  had  projected  it.  Accordingly,  a  board, 
consisting  of  three  oficers  of  rank,  reputation,  and  ability, 
was  appointed  by  his  majesty,  to  inquire  into  the  reason^ 
why  the  fleet  returned  without  having  executed  his  majes- 
ty's orders. 

$  XI.  The  three  general  officers,  who  met  on  the  twen* 
ty-&rst  of  the  same  month,  were  Charles,  duke  of  Maribo- 
nmgb,  lieutenant  general,  major  generals  lord  George 
SackviUe  and  John  Waldegrave.  To  judge  of  the  practi'* 
cability  of  executing  his  majesty's  orders,  it  was  necessary 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  upon  which 
the  expedition  was  projected.  The  first  and  most  impor- 
tant was  a  letter  sent  to  sir  John,  afterwards  lord  Ligonier, 
by  lieutenant  colonel  Clark.  This  letter  had  been  fre- 
quently examined  in  th^  privy  council,  and  contained  in 
substance,  that  colonel  Clark,  in  returning  from  Gibraltar, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  had 
travtrlled  along  the  western  coast  of  France,  to  observe  the 
condition  of  the  fortifications,  and  judge  how  far  a  descent 
would  he  practicable  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  On  his  coming  to  Rochefbrt,  where 
be  was  attended  by  an  engineer,  he  was  surprised  to  find 
the  greatest  part  of  a  good  rampart,  with  a  revetement, 
flanked  cmly  with  redans ;  no  outworks,  no  covered  way, 
and,  in  many^places,  no  ditch,  so  that  the  bottom  oP  the 
wall  was  seen  at  a  distance.  He  remembered,  that  in  other 
places,  where  the  e^ttth  had  been  uken  out  to  form  the 
rampart,  there  was  left  round  them  a  considerable  height  of 
ground,  whence  an  enemy  might  draw  a  great  advantage : 
that  for  s^bove  the  length  of  a  front,  or  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards^  there  was  no  rampart,  or  even  intrench- 
ment,  but  only  small  ditches,  in  the  low  and  marshy  grounds 
n^^  the  river,  wluf^,  however,  wnre  dry  at  low  water;  yet 
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the  bot^m  remaiiied  muddy  aftd*iliniy.  Tovnrds  theiriver 
so  rampsut,  no  batteries^^no  pAraipet^on  either  sitte  appear- 
ed, and  on  the  laild  side  *l^  cibserr^d  serine  Ugh  groond 
within  the  distance  of  one 'hundred  and  btty  or  twolmb- 
dred  yards  of  the  town ;  in  ivirhich  condition  the  colcmel  wm 
told*  by  the  engineer' the  place  had  remained  for  above 
seventy  years.  To  prevent  ^ving  umbrage,  he  drew  no 
phin  of  the  place,  and  even  bumc  die  few  sketches  h^  had  by 
him :  however,  as  to  utility,  the  ^colonel  declared  himself 
as  much  satisfied  as  if  he  had  taken  a  plan.  He  could  not 
ascertain  the  direct  height  of  the  vampart,  but  thought  k 
could  not  exceed  twenty-five  feet,  includitig  the  parapet. 
The  river  might  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
broad,  and  the  entrance  defektded  ^by  two  or  three  small 
redoubts.  As  to  forces,  none  are  ever  garvisoned  at  Roche* 
fort,  except  marines,  which,  at  the  time  the  colonel  was  on 
the  spot,  amounted  to  about  one  thousand.  This  was  the 
first  intelligence  the  ministry  received  of  the  state  of  Roche* 
fort;  which  afforded  sufficient  room  to  believe,  that  an  attack 
by  surprise  might  be  attended  with  happy  consequence^ 
It  was  true,  that  colonel  Clark  made  his  observations  in 
time  of  peace ;  but  it  was  likewise  probable,  that  no  great 
alterations  were  made  on  account  of  the. war,  as  the  place 
had  remained  in  the  same  condition  during  the  two  or  three 
last  wars  with  France,  when  they  had  the  same  reasons  as 
now  to  expect  their  coasts  would  be  insulted.  The  next 
information  wae  obtained  from  Joseph  Thierry,  a  French 
pilot,  of  the  protestant  religion,  who  passed  several  exanw 
inations  before  the  privy  counciL  This  person  declared^ 
that  he  had  followed  the  business  of  a  pilot  on  the  coast  of 
France  for  the  space  of  twenty  years,  and  served  as  first 
pilot  in  several  of  the  king's  ships :  that  he  had,  in  particu- 
lar, piloted  the  Magnanime,  before  she  wifs  taken  by  the 
English,  for  about  twenty-tWo  months,  and  had  often  con- 
ducted her  into  the  road  of  the  Isle  of  Aix ;  and  that  he 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  entrance,  which,  indeed, 
is  so  easy  as  to  render  a  pilot  almost  unnecessary.  .  The 
road,  he  said,  afforded  good  anchorag^  in  twelve  or  four- 
teen fathoms  water,  as  far  as  Bayonne ;  the  channel  between 
the  islands  of  Oleron  and  Rhe  was  three  leagues  broad,  and 
the  banks  necessar}'^  to  be  avoided  lav  near  the  land,  except 
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one  cdled  tke  Boiard,  which^  is  easily  discerned  by  the 
breakers.  Me^  affirmed,  that  the  largest  vessels  might  draw 
up  close  to  the  fort  of  Aiz,  which  he  would  undertake  the 
^agnaaime  alone  should  destroy ;  that  the  largest  ships 
might  come  up  to  tlvs  Vigerot,  two  miles  distant  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  widi  all  their  cannon  and  stores :  that 
men  might  be  landed  to  the  north  of  fort  Fouras,  out  of 
sight  of  the  fort,«upon  a  meadow  where  the  ground  is  firm 
and  level,  under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  £cet.  '  Thi^ 
landing  place  he  reckoned  at  about  five  miles  from  Roche- 
fort,  the  way  dry,  and  no  way  intercepted  by  ditches  and 
morasses.  He  said,  great  part  of  the  city  was  encompassed 
by  a  watt,  but  towards  the  river,  on  both  sides,  for  about 
sixty  paces,  it  was  enclosed  only  with  palisades,  without  a 
fosse.  To  the  intelligence  of  colonel  Clark  and  Thierry, 
the  minister  added  a  secret  account  (Stained  of  the  strength 
and  distribution  of  the  French  forces,  whence  it  appeared 
fai^^ly  probable  that  no  more  than  ten  thousand  men  could 
be  allowed  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  coast,  from  St. 
Valeryito  Bourdeaux.  in  consequence  of  the  aibove  inform- 
mation  the  secret  expedition  was  planned;  instructions 
were  given  to  sir  John  Mordaunt  and  admiral  Hawke  to 
make  a  vigorous  impression  on  the  French  coast,  and  M 
the  other  measureA  projected,  which  it  was  imagined  would 
make  an  effectual  diversion,  by  obliging  tke  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a  great  part  of  their  forces  at  home,  disturb  and  shake 
the  credit  of  their  public  loans,  impair  the  strength  and 
resources  of  their  navy,  disconcert  their  extensive  and  daa^ 
gerous  operations  of  war,  and  finally,  give  life,  strtn]gth, 
and  lustre  to  the  common  cause  and  his  majesty's  arms. 
The  board  of  inquiry  took  next  into  consideration  the 
several  letters  and  explanatory  instructions  sent  to  sir  John 
Mordaunt,  in  consequence  of  spme  difficulties  which  might 
possibly  occur,  stated  by  that  general  in  letters  to  the  minis* 
jter,  previous  to  his  sailing.  Then  they  examined  the  report 
made  to  sir  Edward  Hawke  by' admiral  Broderick,  and  the 
captains  of  men  of  war  sent  to  sound  the  French  shore  from 
Rochelle  to  fort  Fouras,  dated  September  the  twenty-n'mth ; 
the  result  of  the  councils  of  war  on  the  twenty-fifth  and 
twenty-eighth ;  sir  Edward  Hawke's  letter  to  sir  John  Mor- 
ila^nt  on  the  twenty -seventh,  and  the  general's  answer  on 
Vol.  III.        '  D  d  d 
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the  tweaKyHuath :   after  which  tit  Jobn  Bfordsunt 
called  upon  U>  givt:  his  reasons  Cor  not  putting  his  miyesty'e 
iDstnictions  and  orders  in' execution.     This  he  did  in  svAk'* 
stance  as  follows :  The  attempt  on  Rocbefert,  he  under- 
stood, was  to  have  been  on  the  footing  of  a  cot^  dt  main^ 
or  surprise,  which  it  would  be  inipossiUe  to  execute  if  the 
design  was  discovered,  or  the  alarm  taken. ,  He  also  under<» 
stood  that  an  attempt  could  not  be  made,  nay,  that  his 
majesty  did  not  require  it  should,  unless  a  pn^r  place  for 
debarking,  and  a  safe  retreat  for  the  troops  was  discovered, 
particularly  where  the  ships  could  protect  them ;  and  a  safe 
communication  with  the  fleet,  and  conveyance  of  supplies 
from  it,  were  found.     His  sentiments,  be  sakl,  wei^  con* 
finned  by  a  paper  to  tKi«  purpose,  delivered  to  him  b\  sir 
John  Ligoaier,  on  his  first  being  appointed  to  cofnmand  die 
expedition.     It   was  likewise  probable,'  he  thought,  that 
although  Rochefort  .^hould  have  remained  in  the  situation 
in  which  .-colonel  Clark  and  the,  pilot  Thierry  had  seen  it 
rfiree  years  before,  yet  that  a  few  days  preparation  could 
make  it  suf&ciendy  defensijble  against  a  coup  de  main. 
Judging,  therefore,  the  dependence  on  sUch  an  operation 
alone  improper,  he  applied  to  the  miaistry  for  two  more 
old  battaUons,  and  artillery  for  a  regu^r  attack  to  force  the 
place,  which,  from  its  construction,  appeared  as  difl^cult  to 
be  made  defensible  against  the  latter,  as  easily  secured 
against  the  former.     But  this  request  being  refused,  be  still 
thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  orders  on  the  footing  on 
which  the  expedition  was  planned,  especially  as  he  under* 
jstood*  his  instructions  were  discretionary,   regarding  the 
circumstances  of  the  time,  the  condition  of  the  place,  and 
the  nature  of  the  service.     He  recited  the  positive  and 
isrcdiMc  intelligence  received,  as  well  before  the  embarka- 
tion as  during  the  voyage,  of  the  alarm  given  to  France, 
and  the  preparations  made  along  the  French  coasts,  from 
Brest  and  St.  Maloes  to  Rochefort :  the  accidents  that  kept 
the  fleet  hovering  along  the  coasts,  and  prevented  the  pos- 
sibility df  an  attenapt  by  surprise :  the  reports  of  all  the 
gentlemen  empfeyed  in  sounding  the  coasts,  so  contrary  to 
the  intdligence  given  by  Thierry  the  pilort ;  the  opinion  of 
the  council  of  war,  by  which  he  was  enjoined  to  act,  ancj 
with  which  his  own  judgpwht  concurred  :  the  endeavours 
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used,  irftbrthe  tvent3r-tixlk,  to  find  oat  80Kie  expedient  Tor 
annojriw  the  enemy  and  executing  hi^  mi^etty's  instruc* 
tioQs :  tbe  attempt  siade  to  land,  in  consequence  of  the  reso- 
lution  of  the  second  council  of  war,  which  was  prevented 
by  boisteroufi  und  stormy  weadier ;  and,  lastly,  the  reasons 
that  determini^  him,  in  concert  with  the  odier  limd  officers, 
to  return  to  Eng^ahd. 

$  XII.  Having  considered  all  these  circnmstances,  and 
exmnined  several  officers  who  served  in  the  expedition,  the 
court  of  inquiry  gave  in  the  following  report  to  his  ma* 
jesty  :*^^^  it  appears  to  us,  that  one  cause  of  the  expedition 
having  failed  is,  the  not  attacking  fort  Fouras  by  sea,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  could  have  been  attacked  by  land,  agree- 
ably to  ^e  first  design,  which  certainly  must  have  been  of 
tkx  greatest  utility  towards  carrying  your  majesty's  instruc- 
tions into,  eicecutioa.  It  was  at  first  resojved  by  admiral 
Hawke;  (Thierry,  the  pilot,  vhaving  undertaken  the  safe 
conduct  of  a  ship  to  fort  Fouras  for  that  purpose,)  but 
tfterwatds  bud  aside,  upon  the  representation  of  vice-admi- 
ral Koowles,  that  the  Barfleur,  the  ship  designed  for  that 
service^  w«b  siground,  at  the  distance  of  between  four  and 
five  mUes  from  the  shore:  but  as  neither  sir  Eklward 
Hawke  or  the  .pilot  could  atttend  to  give  any  information 
«4>on  that  head,  we  cannot  presume  to  oiFer  any  certain 
opinion  thereupon*  We  conceive  another  cause  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  to  have  been,  that,  instead  of 
attempting  to  land,  when  the  report  was  recetvcd,  on  the 
twenty-ibttkh  of  Septenvber,  from  rear-admiral  Brtklerick, 
and  the  captains  who  had  been  out  to  sound '  and  recon- 
noitre, a  council  of  war  was  summoned,  and  hefid  on  the 
twenty-fifth,  in  which  it  was  unanimously  r^olved  not  to 
land,  as  the  attempt  on  Rochefoit  was  neither  advisable  or 
practicable  ^  but  ii  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  w^re 
then  or  at  any  time  aifterwards,  either  a  body  of  troops  or 
batteries  on  s^hore  sufficient  to  have  prevented  the  attempt- 
ing *a  descent)  in  pursuance  of  the. instructions  signed  by 
Jjoar  mj^esty;  nei^ier  does  it  appear  to  us  that  there  were 
any  reasons  su^kient  to  ipduce  the  council  of  war  to  be- 
lieve that  Rodiefort  was  so  changed  in  respect  to  its 
strength,  or  posture  of  defence,  since  the  expedkion  was 
first  resolved  on  in  England^  as  to  prevent  all  attempts 
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of  an  attack  upon  the  place,  in  order  to  bum  smd  destrcgr 
the  docks,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  shipping,  in  obedience 
to  yovr  majesty^s  command.  And  we  think  ourselves 
obliged  to  remark,  in  the  council  of  war  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  September,  that  no  veason  could  have  existed 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt  of  landing  the  troops, 
as  the  council  then  unanimously  resolved  to  land  wkh  aU 
possible  despatch.  We  beg  leave  also  to  remark,  that 
after  its  being  unanimously  resolved  to  land,  in  the  councS 
of  war  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  the  resolution 
was  taken  of  returning  to  England,  without  any  regular 
or  general  meeting. of  the  said  council:  but  as  the  whole 
operation  was  of  so  inconsiderable  a  nature,  we  do  not 
oflfer  this  to  youv  majesty  as-  a  cause  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  ^  sinee  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  expedition 
to  have  Sailed  from  the  time  the  great  object  of  it  was  laid 
aside  in  the  council  of  war  of  the  twenty-fifth.'^ 

$  XIII.  This  report,  signed  by  the  genend  officers, 
Marlborough,  Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  probably  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  court  martial  which  sat  soon  after 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  commander  in  chielLon  the  expe- 
di^n.  The  enemies  of  the  minister  made  a  handle  of 
the  miscarriage  to  lessen  him  in  the  esteem  of  the  public, 
by  laying  the  whole  blame  on  his  forming  a  project  so 
expensive  to  the  nation^  on  intelligence  not  only  slight 
at  the  first  view,  but  false  upon  further  exanunation.  But 
the  people  Were  still  his  advocates ;  they  discerned  some- 
thing mysterious  in  the  whole  conduct  of  the  commander 
in  chi^f.  They  plainly  perceived  that  caution  took  place 
of  vigour^  and  that  the  hours  for  action  were  ^ent  in 
deliberations  and  councils  of  war.  Had  he  debarked  the 
troopsjy  and  made  such  an  attack  as  would  have  distin- 
guished his  courage,  the  voice  of  the  people  would  have 
acquitted  him,  however  unsuccessful,  though  prudence^ 
perhaps,  might  have  condemned  him.  Even  Braddock's 
rashness  they  deemed  preferable  to  Mordaunt^s  inactivity ; 
the  loss  of  so  many  brave  lives  was  thought  less  injurious 
and  disgraceful  to  the  nation,  than-  the  .top  safe  return  of 
the  present  armament.  The>  one /demonstrated  that  the 
British  spirit  still  existed;  th<  Other,  seemed  to  indicate 
the  too  powerful  influence  df  wealth, .  lu^tulry,  and  thos» 
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manners  which  tend  to  debnuch  and  eniatcuUite  the  mind; 
A  puUic  trial  of  the  commander  m  chief  was  expected  by 
the  people,  and  it  was  graciously  granted  by  his  majesty* 
It  is  even  thought  that  sir  John  Mqvdaunt  himself  de- 
manded to  have  his  conduct  scratiniKed,  by  which  method 
alone  he  was  seiMibk  bis  character  could  be  reestablished^ 
His  mi^^'s  warrant  lor  holding  a  court  asartiidl  watf 
accordingly  signed  on  the  third  day  of  December^  The 
court  was  composed  of  nine  lieutenant  generals,  nine  majoi^  . 
generals,  and  three  colonels,  who  sat  on  the  fourteenth^ 
and  continued,  by  several  adjoumoients,  to  the  twentieth. 
Lieutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt  came  prisoner 
before  the. court,  and  the  following  charge  was  exhibited 
against  him:  namely.  That  he  being  appointed  by  the 
king,  commander  in  chief  of  bis  majesty's  forces  sent  on 
an  expedition  to  the  coast  of  France,  and  having  received ' 
orders  and  instruetions  relative  thereto  from  his  majesty,  un* 
'  der  his  royal  sign-manual,  and  ako  by  one  of  his  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  had  disobeyed  his  majesty's  said  orders- 
and  instructions.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  were  nearly 
similar  to  those  c^  the  court  of  iai|Liiry.  The  same  evi- 
dences were  examined,  with  the  addition  of  sir  Edward 
Hawke's  deposition :  and  a  defence,  differing  in  no  essen- 
tial point  from  the  former,  made  by  the  prisoner ;  but  the 
jud^ent  given  was  clear  and  explicit.  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt was  unanimously  found  ^ot  guilty,  and  therefore 
acquitted,  while  the  public  opinion  remained  unaltered, 
and  many  persons  inveighed  as  bitterly  against  the  lenity 
of  the  present  court  martiid,  as  they  had  formerly  against 
the  severity  of  the  sentence  passed  upon  a  late  unfortunate 
ai^niraL  The  evidence  of  one  gentleman  in  particular 
drew  attention :  he  was  accused  of  tergiversation,  and  of 
showing  that  partial  indulgence  which  his  own  conduct 
required.  He  publicly  defended  his  character:  his  per- 
formance, was  censured,  and  himself  dismissed  the  service 
of  his  sovereigpa. 

$  XIV.  Besides  the  diversion  intended  by  a  descent  on 
the^oast  of  France,  several  other  methods  were  employed 
to  amuse  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  secure  our  colonies  in  the  West  Indies^  and  insure 
the  continuance  of  the  extraordinary  success  which  had 
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lately  Messed' hie  majeMf^B  ams  in  thb  £a6t  Iiriies;  tkot 
these  we  oBuld '  not .  iii«tition  before  without  ))rrakmg  the 
tliread  of  our  warration.^  On  liM  ninth  of  Fehrua^  admml 
West  sailed  tirith  a  squadron  of  mea  of  war  to  th^e.  w^st- 
trard,  as  did  admiral  Goatees  with  tka  fleet  under  his  convof 
to  the  West  Indte^  «mI  tolMttodore  Steepens  whk  die  trade 
to  the  East  IndieKs,  in  the  month  of  Af arch.  Admiral 
Holboum  and  tomntodore  H^lmif  wkh  eleven  shifts  of  the 
line,  a  ireshi)),  boinblBetclH  emd  ifty  transports)  sailed  firom 
Sh  Helen's  for  America  in  ApriL  The  admiral  had  on  board 
ML  thoiisand  two  hundred  -effective  meii,exeliiflive  of  officers^ 
under  the  commaiiid  of  genersd  Hopsoa^  assisted  by  lord 
Charks  Hsty*  la  May>  admiral  Oibome,  who  had  been 
foticed  back  to  Plymouth  with  his  squadron  by  ^stress  iDf 
weadier,  set  sail  for  the  Mediterraneam,  as  did  two  ship^  of 
war  sent  to  convoy  the  Ameriean  trade. 

$  XV.  In  the  mean  time,  tte  pr<vs»e>st%  iited  out  by 
private  merthants  and  societies  gready  annoyed  die  French 
commerce*  The  Antrgallican)  a  privi^  ship  of  war^  aquip^ 
ped  by  a  society  of  aien  who  assumed  that  name,  t(o€ik  the 
duke  de  Penthievre  Iiidtaman  off  the  port  of  Cbr^ttifia,  and 
carried  her  into  Cadi^  The  priz«  wtis  estimated  worth 
two  hundred  thousand  pMinds,  and  immediate  application 
was  made  by  Praoce  to  the  iXAirt  of  Spain  fer  restitmins^ 
while  the  proprietors  of  the  AvitlgdUcan  weire  squandering 
in  mirth,  festivity,  and  riot,  tile  imaginary  wealth  so  ^aaily 
and  unexpectedly  acqtinred.  Sttch  were  the  remonstrances 
made  to  his  catholic  majesty  with  respect  to  die  iH^gality 
V)f  the  prii2e,  which  the  French  East  Indk  cOif^Mmy  assorted 
was  taken  within  shot  of  a  neutral  port,  dmt  die  Penthievre 
was  first  violendy  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  the  captors, 
then  detained  as  a  deposit,  with  sealed  hiftChiDS,  aiid  a 
Spanish  guard  on  board,  till  the  clainvs  of  both  parties 
could  be  examined,  and  at  last  adjud^d  to  be  an  ille^^ 
capture,  and  consequendy  restored  to  the  Frendi,  to  ^e 
great  disappointment  of  the  owners  of  the  priv«tce?r.  Bte* 
sided  the  success  which  attended  a  great  number  ^  other 
privateers,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  fmblished  ^  list  of 
above  thirty  ships  of  war  and  privateets  tafcen  from  tht 
enemy,  in  the  space  of  four  n^fonths,  by  did  En^ish  sloops 
and  ships  of  war,  exclusive  of  die  duke  d'A^i^%8^%  fndia^ 


mn,  now  foted  wt  m  a  fUp-of  wm*,  taken  by  the  Eagle 
and  Medwi^y;  the  P^M^lklierry  Indiaman,  valued  at  one 
bmidred  and  eii(ty  the^ieand  ponnd^»  taken  by  the  Dover 
msm  of  war  i  9»i  abot?^  ain  privateeira  brought  into  port  by 
like  dUifent  ^nd  braive  eaptaki  t40cU»an,  for  which  he  was 
tmoamd.with  a  V4iiriety  of  pi^eaents  of  pl^e  by  sereral 
meffmitiQmy  in  tealiaMiny  of  their  epteem  and  regard. 
Tbl»  run  of  good  focttine  wa»  not,  however,  wnhout 
mti^  ra^^ybuiion  on  i^  wide  of  the  enemy,  who,  out  of 
iar^nly«Qae  6hip9>  bomefwardbound  from  Carolina,  »ade 
fm^  of  ninttej^nf.  whence  the  merchants  sustained. consid- 
Arable  da«iftge>  and  a  great  qoimtity  of  valuable  commod- 
ities, in^go  in  partifi^ar,  was  loat  to  this  country. 

$  XVL  Notwithatanduig  die  large  imports  of  grain 
imm  diCerent  parts  of  £urope  adad  Amerka,  the  artifice 
of  engrooaers  atiU  kept  up  fh^  price  of  com.  So  incensed 
were  the  populace  at  die  iniquitous  combinations  entered 
iato  to  frustrate  the  endeavours  of.  the  legislature,  and  to 
<9|aress  the  poor,  that  they  rose  in  a  tumultuous  manner  in 
several  counties,  sometimes  to  the  number  of  five  or  six 
thensand,  and  seized  upion  the  grain  brought  to  market. 
Vxff  WAS  it  indeed  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  dis- 
tress to  which  many  persons  were  reduced.  The  difficulty 
of  olMaining  the  necessaries  of  life  raised  the  price  of  labour 
at  ibe  most  unseasonable  time,  when  all  manufacturers  were 
overstocked  (o^r  want  of  a  proper  market,  ^vhich  obliged 
them  to  dismiss  above  half  the  hands  before  employed», 
Henoe  arose  the  most  ptttable  condition  of  several  thou- 
saads  of  useful  iadnstrious  subjects ;  a  calamity  attended 
only  with  one  advantage  to  the  public,  namely,  the  facility 
vi^  which  recruits  were  raised  for  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice. At  last  the  plentiful  crops  with  which  it  pleased 
Provtdaiee  to  bWss  these  kingdoms,  the  prodigious 
quantitiea  of  corn  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
the  wise  measures  of  the  legislature  broke  all  the  villanous 
schemes  set  on  foot  by  the  forestallers  and  engrossers,  and 
reduced  the  price  of  corn  to  the  usual  standard.  The  pub- 
lic joy  on  this  event  was  greatly  augmented  by  the  safe 
arrival  of  the  fleet  from  the  Leeward  Islands,  consisting  of 
ninety'rtwo  sail,  and  of  die  straits  fleet,  esteemed  wdrth 
^bree  millioiis  sterling,  whet^y  the  silk  manufacturers  in 
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partxculu*,  were  again  emfdoyed  and  ik^  digresses  te« 
lieved.  About  the  same  time  the  India  Company  was 
highly  elated  with  (he  joyful  account  of  the  safe  arrival 
and  spirited  conduct  of  thnee  of  dieir  captains,  attacked  in 
their*  passage  homeward  by  two  French  men  of  war,  one  of 
sixty-four,  the  other  oftwenty-sin-guns.  After  a  w»rm 
engagement,  which  continued  fm*  three  hours,  diey  obliged 
the  French  ships  to  sheer  of,  with  scarce  any  loss  on  their 
^  own  side.  When  the  engagement  began,  the  captains  had 
-promised  a  reward  of  a  thousand  poumls  to  the  crews,  by 
way" of  incitement  to  their  valour;  and  the  company 
doubled  the  sum,  in  recompense  of  their  fiddity  and  cou- 
rage. His  majesty  having  tidcen  into  consideration  the 
incredible  damage  sustained  by  the  ccnnmerce  of  these 
kingdoms,  for  want  of  proper  harbours  and  forts  on  fht 
western  coast  to  receive,  and  protect  merchantmen,  was 
graciously  pleased  to  order,  that  a  temporary  security 
should  be  provided  for  the  shipping  which  might  touch  at 
Milford  haven,  until  the  fortifications  voted  in  the  parlia- 
ment could  be  erected.  How  far  his  majestsr's  directions 
were  complied  with,  tYft  number  of  merchimt  ships  taken 
by  the  enemy's-  privateers  upon'  that  coast  suficioddy 
indicated. 

§  XVII.  Whatever  reasons  the  government  had  to 
expect  the  campaign  should  be  vigorously  pushed  in  Ame* 
rica,  almost  every  circumstance  turned  out  contrary  to 
expectation.  Not  all  the  endeavours  of  the  earl  of  Lour 
doun  to  quiet  the  dissensions  among  the  different  provinces, 
and  to  establish  unanimity  and  harmony,  could  prevail. 
Circumstances  required  that  he  should  act  the  part  of  a 
mediator,  in  order  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  pro- 
secuting the  war^  without  which  it  was  impossible  he 
could  appear  in  the  character  of  a  general.  The  enemy  in 
the  mean  time,  were  pursuing  the  blow  given  at  Oswego, 
and  taking  advantage  of  the  distraction  that  appeared  in 
the  British  councils.  By  their  successes  in  the  preceding 
^campaign,  they  remained  masters  of  all  the  lakes.  Hence 
they  were  furnished  with  the  meatus  of  practising  oa  the 
Indians  in  all  the  different  districts,  and  obliging  them,  by 
rewards,  promises,  and  metiaces,  to  act  in  their  favour. 
Everv  accession  to  their  strength  was  a  real  diminution  of 
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thfit  6t  the  BrMsk  doOifrMtffcf  ;  6ut  dt^irifttf  igMrsitice  of 
{yddiStiiilnfty  of  Mote  of  die  hlfefier  oflkcfrs  m  am  back 
setdemeiM^  waSf  m  eifeet,  laore  befiefickt  to  the  efiemy 
tHMi  fttt  the  vigtlanee  and  acdtkjr  of  Mowcealau  la  catih 
setfaeitee  of  tbe  tfcMiefM  lefs»  of  O^wegfo,  they  i^dtikHtarllf 
tfbwidOMd  t«  the  «i«rey  of  the  Freneh  ^ciAtnt  iht  whdlt 
tsmimty  of  the  PiNre  Mations,  the  onlf  bociy  df  lodntDs  ^^ho 
httA  kk^AMtAy  perforiMed  thetr  eagage^ienci^  or  kideed 
irho  iMul  prceefTVed  aiqr  akieere  regard  for  tile  BritMl 
go«>eniifeiem»  The  commttaicaekm  irkh  these  fMtbfid 
adHes  waa  nerir  oirt  off,  by  the  imtifiidetkt  ileriiolttion  of  the 
fbrta  we  pemisatd  at  the  great  earryingplace.  A  stroft^ 
ibrt,  ifideed,  wa«  btiSt  at  Wkieheater,  atid  called  Port  Lott^ 
douar,  afcer  the  cooimaiidet  in  chief  aod  fotir  huadred 
Cherokee*  tfidiaM  joined  t)be  EcngHah  at  fort  Cutelyerlaad  ; 
%iit  ti^  reioftwxeriiettt  ^  no  aaeaas  eoaatertMhm^ed  t1^ 
kM^ea  amtaiaed  in  eotiaeqiKMee  of  our  having  ^pmdenil^ 
stopped  up  Wood  creek,  and  fUled  it  with  kyg9.  Evttf 
person,  the  least  atquaiated  with  the  country,  readily  pnt^ 
ceived  the  weaknttta  of  these  meastfres,  by  which  our 
whdte  frontier  was  left  open  and  elcposed  to  the  irr^ptrM 
of  the  savages  in  the  Fteneh  interest,  who  Would  not  Ml 
to  profit  by  our  Monders,  too  notorious  to  escape  tfceilik 
By  the  removal  of  these  barrifers,  a  path  was  opened  to 
o«r  feio  aettfements  on  those  grotods  eatled  the  Germitii 
Flats,  and  akxig  the  Mohawk^  river  which  the  eherary  <te- 
stroyed  with  fire  and  sword  before  l!fae  end  of  the  ceimpaign* 

f  XVII  I.  In  the  mean  time,  lord  Loudoun  was  taking; 
the  most  eflbctusl  steps  to  unite  the  provinces,  and  fatse  a 
farce  sttflteienc  to  give  some  decisive  Mow.  The  attaek 
on  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  so  long  meditated,  WiA 
laid  aside,  as  of  less  importance  than  the  intended  expedi^ 
tion  to  Louisbourg,  now  substituted  rn  its  place,  and 
imdoubtedly  a  more  considerable  object  m  itself.  Admrird 
Holboum  arrived  at  Halifs)c,  wit^  the  si))uadroh  awd  trad^ 
ports  under  his  comms(nd,  on  the  ninth  of  July  t  ^^d  k  w^ 
Ms  lordship's. intentitm  to  fepak  tMiA^r  with  aR  possible 
diligence,  in  otder  to  take  upon  him  the  cbmmand  of  ^ 
e^edhion  ;  but  a  variety  of  accidents  interposed.  It  W2ft 
wiA  the  utmost  difUculty  he  at  length  assembled  *  body  df 
six  thovAand  «ie%  with  whith  he  insfatitfy  began  Iifis  niareh 
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to  join  the  troops  lately  arrived  from  Eii|^aiid«  When  the 
junctioo  was  effected,  the  whole  forces  aaKiunted  to  twdvc 
thousand  men;  an  army  that  raised  great  expcctatio»a. 
Immediately  some  small  vessels  were  sent  out  to  ezamipe 
and  reconnoitre  the  condition  4>f  the  enemy,  and  the  inter- 
mediate'time  was  employed  in  embarking  the  droops,  as 
soon  as  the  transports  arrived.  ,  T^  retom  of  the  scouts 
totally  altered  the  face  of  affairs :  they  broug^  the  ttn<- 
welcome  news,  that  M.  de  Bois  de  la  Molhc,  who  sailed  in 
the  month  of  May  from  Brest  with  a  large  fleet  of  slupe 
of  war  and  transporu,  was  now  safe  at  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Louisbourg.  Their  intelligance  was  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  several  deserters ;  yet  it  suU  wanted  con- 
firmation, and  many  persons  j»elieved  their  account  q£  the 
enemy's  strength  greatly  magnified.  Such  advices,  how- 
ever, could  not  but  occasion  esttraordinary  fluctuations  in 
the  councib  of  war  at  Uali£»x.  Some  were  (or  setting 
aside  all  thooghu  of  the  expedition  for  that  season ;  while 
others,  more  warm  in  their  dispositions,  and  sanguine  in 
their  expectations,  were  for  prosecuting  it  with  vigour,  in 
spite  of  all  dangers  and  difficulties.  Their  disputes  were 
carried  on  with  great  vehemence,  when  -a  packet  bound 
from  Louisbourg  for  France,  wsu  taken  by  one  of  the 
English  ships  stationed  at  Newfoundland.  SUie  bad  letters 
on  board  which  put  the  enemy's  superiority  beyond  all 
doubt,  at  least  by  sea.  It  clearly  appeared,  th^re  were,  at 
that  time  in  Louisbourg  six  thousand  reguln*  troops,  three 
thousand  natives,  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  Indisms, 
with  seventeen  ships  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates  moor#d 
In  the  harbour;  that  the  place  wsu  well  supplied  with  am- 
munition, provision,  and  every  •  kind  of  military  stores ; 
and  that  the  enemy  wished  for  nothing  more  than  an 
attack,  which  it  was  probable  would  terminate  to  the  dis- 
grace of  the  assailants,  and  ruin  of  the  British  afiairs 
in  America.  The  commanders  at  Halifax  were  fuUy  ap- 
prized of  the  consequences  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt ;  it 
was,  therefore,  almost  unanimously  resolved  to  postpone 
the  expedition  to  some  more  convenient  opportunity^ 
(^specially  as  the  season  was  now  far  advanced,  which  alone 
would  be  sufficient  to  frustrate  their  endeaivours,  and  render 
the  ppterprise  abortive.     This  rescdutipn  seems,  indeed,4Q 


tfS7.  .  OMOBOftn.  403 

have  been  the  mnou  digiUe  in  their  circumstances,  what- 
ever coDstnictimis  might  afterwards  be  given, -with  inten- 
tioa  UP^  prejudice  the  publifc  against  the  commander  in 
i^faief. 

$  XIX*  Lord  Loudoui/s  departure  from  New  York, 
with  all  the  forces  he  was  able  to  collect,  afforded  the  mar- 
quis de  Montcalm  the  fairest  occasion  of  improving  the 
soccesiea  of  the  former  campaign.  That  general  had,  in 
Ae  very  eommencement  of  the  season,  made  three  different 
altaeks  on  fort  William  Henry,  in  all  of  which  he  was 
repulsed  by  the  vigour  and  resolution  of  the  garrison.  But 
his  disaappoiQtaient  here  was  balanced  by  an  advantage 
gained  by  a  party  of  regfulars  and  Indians  at  Ticonderoga* 
Colonel  John  Parker,  with  a  detachment  of  near  four  hun-* 
dred  men,  went  by  water,  in  whale  and  bay  boats,  to  attack 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard  at  that  place.  Landing  at 
B^^t  on  an  island,  he  sent  before  dawn  three  boats  to  the 
main  land,  which  the  enemy  waylaid  and  took.  Having 
procured  the  necessary  intelligence  from  the  prisoners  of 
the  colonePs  designs,  they  contrived  their  measures,  placed 
three  Im^idred  men  in  ambush  behind  the  point  where  he 
proposed  landing,  and  sent  three  batteau^  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  Colonel  Parker  mistaking  these  for  his  own 
boats,  eagerly  put  to  shore,  was  surrouu^^ed  by  the  enemy, 
reinforced  with  four  hundred  men,  and  attacked  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  of  the  whole  detachment,  only  two  officers 
and  seventy  private  men  escaped.  Flushed  with  this 
advantage,  animated  by  the  absence  of  the  British  covet* 
mmider  in  chief,  th^n  at  Halifax,  and  fired  wi^h  a  desire  to 
revenge  the  disgrace  he  had  lately  sustained  before  fort 
Henry,  Montcalm  drew  together  all  his  forces,  with  inten* 
tion  to  lay  siege  to  that  place.  Fort  William  Henry  stands 
on  the  southern  coast  of  lake  George;  it  was  built  with  a 
view  to  protect,  and  cover  the  frontiers  of  the  English  cola- 
iiies,  as  well  as  to  command  the  lake:  the  fortifications 
were  good,  defended  by  a  garrison  of  near  three  thousand 
men,  and  covered  ft^  an  army  of  four  thousand,  under  the 
conduct  of  general  Webb,  posted  at  no  great  distance. 
When  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  had  a^embled  all  the 
farces  at  Crofm  Point,  Ticonckroga,  and  the  adjacent  posts, 
together  wMLa^considerahle  body  of  Cimadians  and  Indians, 
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^amoiiotJBg  m  die  whok  to  near  ten  thdMMad  iwHit  Ih» 
marched  directly  to  the  fbrt,  made  im  appMSckes,  and  foegsm 
ID  batter  k  irkh  a  imiiieroiia  train  of  artiUerjz*  On  tiie  very 
day  he  invested  the  place,  he  sent  a  letter  to  colonel  Mea* 
tOy  the  governor,  tcHing  biiit  he  thought  huaself  obl^ed, 
in  humanity,  to  desire  he  would  surrender  the  Sort,  ^d  ooe 
provoke  the  great  ntnnber  of  savages  in  the  French  aiviy 
hy  a  rain  resiacance.  **'  A  detachment  ofyoar  garriaon  haa 
^  lately,'^  «ays  he,  ^^  experienoed  their  cmelty;  I  have  it 
^  yet  in  my  power  to  restran  &em,  and  oUige  ihem  to 
^  observe  a  capitiflilatioByas  none  of  tbefl»  hitbesto  Are  iuiUed. 
^  Your  persisting  in  At  defence  of  yourie«loa»t>nl$r  satacd 
*>  its  £stte  a  few  days,  anl  nuttt«af  necessity  expose  an  nnfisr* 
^^  tunate  garrison,  who  can  {u>ssilid}''  receive  no  neliei,  oMt- 
^  wleriog  the  precautions,  taken  to  |>revent  it.  I  desnanl 
^  :a  decisive  ansiwcr,  £or  which  purpose  I  Jianre  ssntldifiSieur 
^^  iFantbrtme  one  of  my  aides^du-'camp.  You  .may  <»edk 
^  ivhalt  he  W4ll  inform  you  of,  fnom  Montcaki."  4Ses«raI 
Webb  beheld  his  preparations  withan  indiffenenoe  antd  aocu* 
rity  4oordering  tm  infatuation^  It  is  credibly  raportcd^^bnt 
he  had  private  intdlligence  of  all  the  Eranch  g^ieral'a 
designs  and  motions ;  yet,  either  desjumng  his  strengdi^  4Nr 
discrediting  the  information^  he  neglected  colkeirii^  the 
militia  in  time,  which,  in  conjunction  with  kis  4>wh  farces, 
wouM  probably  have  obliged  Montcabn  to  aeliminiafa  idbr 
attempt,  or,  at  least,  iiave  rendesed  his  suoceas  .veiy  dauht* 
fol  and  hazardous.  The  enemy  meeting  with  no  dis^iifw 
liffuice  Amm  4he  quarter  they  4nost  dreaded^  pmsewted  tim 
siege  irith  vigour,  and  -were  warmly  received  by  (the  gatni- 
son,^ho  fived  with  great  spirit  till  they  had  bamt  aloftoat 
all  'their- cannon,  ^and'expendsd  their  .ammunition.  Nekher 
Montcalm^  promisee  or  threats  ioould  piteyail  .uponttbem  to 
surrender  while  they  were 'in  a.oonditioii  ;to  {defend  them- 
stelves,<or  could  reasoimbly  expect  assistance  from  fgenecal 
Webb.  Theyeven  persisted  toehold  out  afu^  prudence 
dictal^  they  ought  to  surrender.  Cdonel  Monro  was 
feasible  of  the 'importance  of  his  charge,  and.  imagined  that 
general 'Webb,  though  «h>^v  in  hb  .motions,  .would  sorely 
mdke^sottte  vigorous  efforts^either  to  naise  tberiege,  oe  force 
a  sup^lyofaminunition,  provision,  and. other  necessaries^ 
into  the  garrison.    Jtt  length  necessity,  obliged  him,  after. 
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fffiUmmg  f^  ffi^  A^W^  the  ik\ri  to  ihe  nin^  day  pf  Au- 
gpp«^  tP  iwig  ^ut  »'j9l0g  ^  truer,  which  w^as  immedately 
9^^r«ni4  fej  th^   Fnenph   cpmiMXiden     Hpst^^ges    were 
e9«I>aiig4i49  m4  artjcl^M  of  p^ipU^ation  signed  by  both  par- 
^$B.     U  v^  <$tipi|l4|f49  ihat  dMB  garrison  of  fort  William 
H^my^  aiH^  ^  ttQQfiB  in  the  r£tr^«ched  pamp,  should  march 
PVt  uri^  ^imr  mrm^j  th^  baggage  pf  the  oflkers  and  soldiers, 
ap4  aU  ^  m^^^  »^cAsmnts  of  war>  escorted  by  a  detach- 
m^iyt  ^f  PrMch  tropj^t^  and  interpreters  attached  to  the 
993mf^;  th«t  ^  g»te  of  the  fort  should  be  deUvered  tp 
tim  tpvkops  0(  the  moat  christian  kiVig,  immediately  after 
SAgpuRg  the  4:0|>^t|ilAtioa;  and  the  retrenched  camp;  on  the 
fMyarW^e  of  td^  QriMsh  forces :  that  the  artillery,  warlike 
stores^  pfoviAipB)  and  in  general  every  thing,  except  the 
eSlptm  of  foklierf  and  officers,  should,  upon  honour,  be 
df^er^  t0  the  Pren^h  troops ;  for  which  purpose  it  wa$ 
agrf^  thiW  4iould  be  delivered,  with  the  capitulatipn^  an 
^j»x$  iiHi^eiitory  pf  the  aiores,  and  pAer  particulars  specifi- 
ed^ l^at  thie  gfirrlson  of  the  fort,  and  the  troops  in  the 
refrei^inent  and  dependencies,  should  not  serve  for  the , 
iqiaqe  vf^si^Uiftn  usantbs,  from  the  date  of  the  capitulation^ 
agaista^SliaoK^at  d^ti^  majesty,  or  hk  allies:  that  with 
the  ^cajHtsMJatiofi  there  $hould  be  delivered  an  exact  state  of 
ti^  troQjss,  j^pecifyhig  the  names  of  the  officers,  engineers^ 
artMllBrf,  men,  commissaries,  and  all  employed :  that  the 
pficeua^and  soldiers^  Canadians,  women  and  savages,  made 
priflttitiers  hy  bMKl  since  the  commencement  of  tht?  war  in 
North  America, 'shpyild  he  delive^'ed  in  the  s^pace  of  three 
moiitla  ^  C^lop ;  in  return  for  whom  an  ^qual  number 
of  jthie  garrisoii  of  foirt  William  Henry  should  be  capacitated 
to  serve  agreeably  to  the  return  given  by  the  English  offi- 
cer^  and  the  receipt  of  the  French  commanding  officers,  of 
the  prpsooers  so  delivered  :  that  an  officeji;  should  remain  as 
Ha  hostage  till  the  safe  r:etui»n  pf  the  escort  sent  witli  the 
troo^  fuf  his  Britannic  majesty ;  that  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, not  in  ar  condUioU  to  be  transported  to  fprt  Edward^^ 
fho^d  romain  under  the  protection  of  the  nwqui^  de  Mont- 
£f^;  wip    engaged    to    use    them    wi]Lh  ^tenderness  and 
hsunanity,  and  to  rett;iru  them  as  soon  as  recovered:  thai 
fTAvision  ff^  two  days  should  be  issued  out  for  the  British 
irpops:  l^atin  testinum^  of  hia  esteem  and  respept  for 
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colonel  Monro  and  bis  garrison,  on  account  of  Aeir  gaUant 
defence,  the  marquis  do  Montcalm  should  return  one  can- 
non, a  six  pounder.     Whether  the  marquis  de  Montcalm 
was  really  assiduous  to  have  these  articles  punctually  exe- 
cuted we  cannot  pretend  to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is^ 
they  were  perfidiously  broke,   in   almost  every  instance* 
The  savages  in  the  French  interest  either  paid  no  regard  to 
the  capitulation,  or  were  permitted,  from  views  of  policy, 
to  act  the  most  treacherous,  inhuman,  and  insidious  part* 
Tliey  fell  upon  the  British  troojis  as  they  marched  out,  des- 
poiled them  of  their  few  remaining  effects,  dragged  die 
Indians  in  the  English  service  out  of  their  ranks,  and  assas- 
sinated them  with  circumstances  of  unheard  of  barbarity. 
Some  British  soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children,  are 
said  to  have  been  savagely  murdered  by  those  brutal  Indians, 
whose  ferocity  the  French  commander  could  not  effectually 
restrain.     The  greater  part  of  the  English  garrison,  how- 
ever, arrived  at  fort  Edward,  under  the  protection  6f  the 
French  escort.     The  enemy  demolished  the  fort,  carried 
off  the  effects,  provision,  artillery,  and  every  thing  else  left 
by  the  garrison,  together  with  the  vessels  preserved -in  die 
lake,  and  departed,  without  pursuing  their  success  by  any 
other  attempt.     Thus  ended  the  third  campaign  in  Ameri- 
ca, where,  with  an  evident  superiority  over  the  enemy,  an 
army  of  twenty  thousand  regular  troops,  a  great  number  of 
provincial  forces,  and  a  prodigious  naval  power,  not  less 
than  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  we  abandoned  our  allies, 
exposed  our  people,  suffered  them  to  be  cruelly  massacred 
in  sight  of  our  troops,  and  relinquished  a  larg;e  and  v^uable 
tract  of  country,  to  the  eternal  reproach  and  disgrace  of  the 
British  name. 

§  XX.  As  to  the  naval  transactions  in  this  country^ 
though  less  infamous,  they  were  not  less  unfortunati^.  Imme- 
diately on  lord  Loudoun's  departure  from  Halifax,  admiral> 
Holbourn,  now  freed  from  the  care  of  thfe  transpOrta,  set 
sail  for  Louisbourg,  with  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  one  ship 
of  fifty  guns,  three  small  frigates,  and  a  fireshipi  What 
the  object  of  this  cruise  might  have  been  can  only  be  con«- 
jectured.  Some  imagine  curiosity  was  th«  admiral's  sofe 
motive,  aijd  the  desire  of  informing  himself  with  certainty 
of  the  enemy's  strength,  while  others  pecsuade  themselves 
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ihit  he  was  in  hopes  of  drawing  M*  de  la  Mothe  to  an 
engs^;tinent,  notwithstanding  his  superiority  in  number  of 
ships  and  weight  of  metal.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  British 
squadron  appeared  off  Louisbourg  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August  and  approachmg  within  two  miles  of  the  batteries, 
saw  the  French  admiral  make  the  signal  to  unmoor.  Mr. 
Holboum  was  greatly  inferior  in  strength,  and  it  is  obvious  . 
that  his  design  was  not  to  fight  the  enemy,  as  he,  imme- 
diately made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Halifax.  About  the 
middk  of  September,  being  reinforced  with  four  ships  of 
the  line^  he  again  proceeded  to  Louisbourg,  probably  with 
intention,  if  possible,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  engagement ; 
but  he  foui^  de  la  Mothe  too  prudent  to  hazard  an  unne- 
cessary battle,  the  loss  of  which  would  have  greatly  ex- 
posed sdl  the  French  cqlonies*  Here  the  English  squadron 
continued  cruising  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when  they  were 
overtaken  by  a  terrible  storm  from  the  southward.  When 
the  hurricane  began,  the  fleet  were  about  forty  leagues  dis- 
tant from  Louisbourg :  but  were  driven  in  twelve  hours, 
within  two  miles  of  the  rocks  and  breakers  on  that  coast, 
when  the  wind  providentially  shifted.  The  ship  Tillbury 
was  vn-ecked  upon  the  rocks,  and  half  her  crew  drowned. 
Eleven  ships  were  dismasted,  others  threw  their  guns 
overboard,  and  all  returned  in  a  very  shattered  condition  to 
England,  at  a  very  unfavourable  season  of  the  yean  In 
this  manner  ended  ibe  expedition  to  Louisbourg,  more 
unfortunate  to  the  nation  than  the  preceding  designs  upon 
Rochefort ;  less  disgraceful  to  the  commanders,  but  equally 
the  occasion  of  ridicule  and  triumph  to  our  enemies.  In- 
deed^  the  unhappy  consequences  of  the  political  disputes  at 
home,  the  instability  of  the  administration,  and  the  frequent 
revolutions  in  our  councils,  were  strongly  manifested  by 
that  languor  infused  into  all  our  military  operations,  and 
general  unsteadiness  in  our  pursuits.  Faction,  in  the  mother 
country^  pirpduced  divisiops  and  misconduct  in  the  colonies.  ^ 
No  ambition  to  sigoalize  themselves  appeared  among  the 
officers,  fron^  the  uncertainty  whether  their  services  were 
to  be  rewarded  or  .^ndemned.  Their  attachment  to  par- 
ticular peri^ons,  weakened  the  love  they  ought  to  have 
entertained  for  their  country  in  general,  and  destro}'ed  that 
spirit  of  enterprise,  that  firoiness  and  resolution  whi^h  con* 
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8tit«ite8  die  cMiiMnder,  Md  #Mloiif  Wbicb  tfi*  feteil  cli|i»- 
citf ,  jbibtd  t6  dl«  ItttMf  lfiMofrCt^bt«  iHfigri^^  dMtt  iltat 

,  $  X)CI.  The  FfMdi  kin^  Mt  otify  ^stM^df  Mftflidf 
against  the  £iiglis(i  in  Aihttitz^  buf  t¥tA  timn^A  Mb 
operatk>n&  10  Uieir  seitleifteAts  ift  AfHt^  wMd(  fc«  M»t  OAe 
of  his  iiavaJ  cotHniadderd^  irith  a  small  ^uad^ti,  WtedM6. 
This  gefttleman,  whose  name  was  Ketsiti,  bft4  seoi#(^  tK6 
«oast  of  Guinea,  aind  made  pr\ltt  of  several  Eiiglisll  tm^iv^ 
6hip8 :  biiC  his  ctnef  aim  wad  (O  teduee  the  CSMtle  of  Cape- 
isoast,  of  which  had  he  g;aiAed  possessiod,  the  othei'  ^bor« 
dinate  forto  Would  have  submitted  withodt  oppMiti^fi; 
When  Mn  Bell,  the  govettibr  of  thi«  castle,  tei^ei^ed 
intelligetice  that  Mr^  de  Kersih  was  tkJeW  leagues*  to  Wted* 
ward,  and  ceriaiilly  intended  to  attack  Capecoase,  hiift  whok 
j;arfison  did  not  exceed  thirty  white  men,  etclutflve  of  a 
few  mulatto  soldiers :  his  Stock  of  kmmunkion  Waa»  i^dciced 
to  half  a  barrel  of  gtinpowdef ;  ktid  hSu  foftificattona  went 
jso  crazy  and  incoiisiderable,  that,  in  the  opinioii  of  the  best 
Atigineers,  they  could  not  hftve  siustaitfed  for  tweMy  minutes 
the  fire  of  one  great  ship,  had  it  been  properly  cNreefied  «id 
maintained^  Iii  these  clreumstances^  lew  people  WouM 
have  dreamed  of  making  any  preparation  for  <leNmtie ;  bm 
Mr.  Bell  entertained  otlier  sentiments,  and  ac((iMftied  i&m* 
telt  with  equal  courage  and  disctetion.  He  iotthwi^ 
procured  k  supply  of  gunpowder,  and  a  reinforeeifleDt  of 
about  fifty  men,  from  certain  trading  vessels  that  hn^e^ed 
to  be  upon  that  part  of  the  coast.  He  mounted  some  spare 
cannon  upon  an  occasional  battery,  and  assemb}i«g  a  body 
of  twelve  hundred  negroes,  well  armed,  tinder  die  eom^ 
inand  of  their  chief,  on  whose  attachment  he  could  depeiid', 
and  ordered  them  to  take  post  at  the  place  where  ht  appre- 
hended the  enemy  would  attempt  a  landing*  These  prc^ 
cautions  were  hardly  taken,'  when  the  Fi^ttch  squadroft, 
consisting  of  two  ships  of  the  line  and  a  large  fr^te 
appeared,  and  in  a  little  tin^e  their  attack  began^  bttt  they 
met  with  such  a  warm  reception,  that  in  kas  than  two 
hours  they  desisted,  leaving  llie  castle  very  little  damaged, 
and  immediately  made  sail  for  the  West  Indiea,  Very  much 
to  the  disappointment  and  mortification  Of  ^e  Dntch" 
officers  belonging  to  the  fort  of  Elmina,  in  the  sttme-neigh* 


bottrbMd,  whb  teade  no  tcrufde  of  expressbg  their  wished 
pobli^  io  Iftvour  of  the  French  commodore,  and  at  a 
distance  viewed  the  engagement  with  the  most  partial 
eogenwts  and  impatience.  M.  de  Kersin  was  generally 
blamed  for  his  want  of  conduct  and  resolution  in  this 
attempt :  biU  he  is  said  to  have  been  deceived  in  his  opinion 
of  the  real  state  of  Capecoast  castle,  by  the  vigorous  and 
resolute  exertions*  of  the  governor,  and  was  apprehensive  of 
losing  a  mast  in  the  engagement ;  a  loss  which  he  could 
not  have  repaired  on  the  whole  coast  of  Africa.  Had  the 
fert  of  Capecoast  been  reduced  on  this  occasion,  in  all 
probahffity  every  p^ty  republic  of  the  negroes,  settled 
«mder  the  protection  of  the  forts  on  the  Goldcoast  would 
have  revolted  from  the  British  interest:  for  while  the 
Fr^ttch  squadron,  in  Uieir  progress  along  shofe,  bovei'ed  in 
the  -offitig  at  Annamaboe,  an  English  settlement  a  fe\(r 
kagues  to  leeward  of  Capecoast,  John  Corrantee,  the  cabo-^ 
Cairo,  chief  magistrate  and  general  of  the  blacks  on  that 
part  of  the  ooast^  whose  adopted  son  had  a  few  years  before 
be^t  caressed,  and  even  treated  as  a  prince  in  England^ 
^mg  it  for  granted  that  this  enterprise  of  the  French 
would  be  attended  with  success,  actuadUy  sent  some  of  his 
dependents,  with  a  present  of  refreshments  for  their  com'>> 
modore ;  the  delivery  of  which,  however.  Was  prevented 
by  Mr.  Brew^  the  Englisli  chi^f  of  the  fort,  who  shattered 
in  pieces  the  canoe  J^efore  it  could  be  launched,  and  threat- 
aoed  with  his  cannon  to  level  the  black  town  with  the  dust. 
/The  caboeeiro,  thou^  thus  anticipated  in  bis  design,  re« 
served  to  be  among  the  first  who  should  compliment  M.  de 
Kecsin  on  his  victpry  at  Capecoast ;  and,  with  this  view, 
prepared  an  embassy  or  deputation  to  go  there  by  land; 
but  understanding  that  the  French  had  failed  in  their 
attempt,  he  shifted  his  design,  without  the  least  hesitation^ 
and  despatched  the  same  embassy  to  Mr.  Bell,  whom  he 
congratvdated  on  his  victory,  assuring  him  he  had  kept  his 
men  rei^y  armed  to  march  at  the  first  summons  to  bis 
assistance. 

$  XXII.  In  the  East  Indies  the  scene  was  changed 
gvea^  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Great  Britain- 
There  the  commanders  acted  with  that  harmony,  spirit,  and 
unanimity  becoming  Britons,  zealous  for  the  credit  of  their 
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y^figt  ^  CT\y^  trwgpdy  9«|^  Mpon  llwir  fii^mtrymm,^ 

'  pre^jedi^  y^du-^     Oft  t^ft  tW^nty^f^At  «f  Pf«gilfeir»  *• 

Ae«tpr>^iMdU)iiipt|i9rivier:  i[ieiu  4»y  4sWpi¥d  CUvie  t^ndfdt 

|i»94j  ^Uh  the  ^^\f^nc»  of  4\e  iqiwlfoiw  i^  (iroqorifwf 

f^refig^b,  though  ir«ry  iU  4^&b^4*  Qa  ihe  firaT  ctf  JmUftTy 
the  JidflRirdJ,  with,rwp  ^hip»,  tipp«j»red  bofol*  Ihe  |owi^  qf 
C^lc^m^  wH  vv^  ftpm^i  by  n  j^^  ^ir^oi  ihe,  li»(^ 
terijBp.  This  salmr  was  i^tuwecl  i^  wtrVE^y^  tl^  tfon 
e^eniy^  i^mt  were  sppn  sile^P? d^  wd  in  less  i^im  twft 
bouTf  the  pWi^e  Mn4  f<m  w^fP  9.bRii4oi|^t  .  Colop^^l  Qive^ 
Cfo  i\ip  pther  side,  b^d  inv^#t^4  the  lpw»#  sind  ma4«  hi^  ^t 
t^ck  wirii  tbfii  vigoiw  %nl  ifi|rppi4Uy  pcwJij^  l»  him»^l^ 
fjrhich  pewly  contributed  tp  the  «Mi4de»  rcd|»tiw  of  tbfr 
ae^Ie^|f||»t,  A^  tgon  a^  ibp  fprt  ww  ^ffpn^r^  H^ 
br^vff  ^nd  a<:|tivQ  paptain  Cooje,  with  hift  fi?yc^y'#.  troope* 
topjt  pp8se9sipfi,  smd  fowd  ijiaety-pne  pw^ee^  qf  c^iim» 
four  i«pmrs>  5ibmK»?rtKffr  qf  ^^winnpitiop,  stor^  md  ^^ 
vi^pp,  w||h  ev^jy  rp<miaite  fer  8^5t^pipg  ^  obfitii»t4^ 
siege.  ThjLi^  the  B»gU§h  w^^i^  ree^tj^bliftbed  m  the  lw# 
sti'cmg^f^  for^ress^s  in  jhie  Gs^?§,  yi|h  th?  incpi^sid^niMfl 
loss  Qf  pip^  seaip^p  killed^  and  ibre^  sK>ldi9l^*  A  km 
days  af^r,  Ilughky,  9  ^Uy  pS  great  tmde,  ^lUiM^d.  l^ghAi 
HP  the  fiver,  Vff^s  reduced  wilh  fi^  Uttle  diftcuUyi  b^|  ing? 
^i^y  £Fe»lf  r  prejudice  to  th^  qabob,  ji%  {|«|^  bw  *tprphc«;^iti 
9f  salt,  wd  vast  gran^rit^  for  tb?  ^MRPPT^  of  h»9  ^ri^y>  W»? 
burnt  and  destroy^df  Incensed  H^  the  alippst  iust^nt^ip^u*^ 
^M  of  f^  hi*  conquest*,  ^nd  dl^n^plUlPP  of  thfi  QUy  of 
Hug)iky,  the  viceroy  of  Bengal  discouraged  ^l  %dva9$C9 
fp  ap  4i9conimodBdon  vhich  w^s  pfflpiose^l  fey  tbe  ^dmifld 
jpd  chiefs  of  the  $piup|i|iy^  ^ud  awembkd  ap  army  oi 
tW^.ty  thppjftnd  hor§e  ^nd  fifteen  thousand  foqW  f^ 
feiolved  ^o  ei^pel  the  KugUsb  ou|  of  his  domiiUMft%  aad 
p^e  ^n^le  v^jfe^p^  for  th^di^rac^  h<^  b«tfl  Ijtfe^  suftr 
tain^.  He  was  seen  marching  by  the  English  C9nE^^  in  tu| 
W^y  to.  Calcpt^  o^  th?  s^«pnd  of  F^bru^ry^  whertj  h^  en- 
caipped,  ?bput  ^  mile  fronji  ihc?  tpw^^,  Cplppf  I  Chy^e  'm- 
W^iat^ljf  w;^de  appjicatiom  tp  th?  ^dwrrf  fof  ?^  reinfoifif^*^ 
mcnf,  ftnd  six  feppdrcd  nftipn^  upder  the  com^Mw^d  pf  c«j|^p 


Wanrittt,  ntflve  flMeordiii|^7  dmfied  from  A*  diCBml  vkipi^ 
and  seat  tOMMt  hit  Ktde  army.  Cltre  drew  out  hit  feroes, 
atiyjtud  in  dwM  cahuna*  #ow«irdfl(  duB  enomjr,  and  begaa 
#iie  attack  to  vigOHfudy,  that  tht  vkeray  ratreaiad,  irftcr  A 
fetMe  rctiataMtt  widi-dM  loas  of  a  dioutand  oien  kilkd, 
AMHiadkd,  iuid  takea  faisottMrs,  five  h«ndfftd  horaes,  great 
ftHteber  of  dyafit*  bdlocka^  aad  £»nr  ciephaats.  Thoagh 
lUa^adnmlagt  n^u  lata  daeiaivc  Axti  could  be  wished,  yet 
h  fivftslemly  aniaated  die  aobob  iaio  conceMiom  aioeh  to 
tba  bo»aar  aad advaotftgeof  the  cojaipaiiy.  Admiral  Wat^ 
aon  gsrre  Idfti  m  mderaiiikl.ia  a  lettor,  that  this  was  no 
iaota  dnm  a  speaaaea  of  what  die  Britieh  arau^  when  pro«> 
inkii,  coold  periana*  l%e  soba  desired  the  negotiattott 
aaigbt  be  taoewed,  aad  in  a  fiear  da/a  the  treaty  was  con* 
ctaded*  Heproa»iiedMttodb«Mb4i«  EngM^iaaoi^af 
dnfse  pfft^ileges  or  posaeasio^  specified  m  die  firm,  and 
grvntsd  by  the  alogidi  shat  vH  riMcrdiandRze  belonging  ti»  , 
Om  cenffpany  shoald  psas  aad  repass^  in  every  ^lart-of  the 
ffew^iaoe  df  Beagri^  free  of  duty:  that  all  the  English 
bMuimB  aeised  die  preee^g  year^  or  sincd^  should  be 
ias#arad«  with  dte  Bidney,  go^dst  and  dK^ets  appertaining : 
tkm  M  damages  sti^taiaed  by  the  £n|^sh  shomid  be  re<» 
pained,  and  their  tosses  repaid  s  dun  the  English  should 
hawre  Ubet^  to  fortify  *  Calcutta  in  whatever  manner  they 
lhGii|^  pr^pot  witkMlt  inkeiTttpdoB :  that  thej  shcmid  havd 
Ae  yberty  af  coining  all  the  gold  and  bullion  diey  imported^ 
arMch  stonki  pirni  ^oittent  in  the  proirince :  thit  he  would 
rtasmi  instrfct  friendriiip  and  i^lsance  ^ith  the  English, 
Qsa  Inaiittaoit  eod^vooirs  to  heal  up  the  late  dtrisions,  and 
raseorothe  former  gdod  noderstanding  be tween  them^  AU 
iMwdh  Mvend  articles  wer^  BtAbwviy  signed  sad  sealed 
wMt  dtanobob's  own  hmidt 

.  §  KXriL  Such  were  die  tirms  obtained  for  die  com«> 
pMy^  by  the  spirit  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  two  Eaglish 
tmatmamAi^  Thef  had,  hoivever,  too  much  disdemment 
«)  r^  t>n  the  promises  of  a  barbarian,  i^ho  had  so  per- 
fidkHia^  ht^ke  former  engagements ;  bat  they  prudently 
disaembled  dieir  sentipsetits,  until  diey  had  thoroughly 
rehmaDed  die  affaita  of  the  company,  and  reduced  the 
FrMeh  po#sr  m  this  proviaoe*  la  ord^  to  adjust  the 
^cmta  ^ibai  i«c|<timd.di$cii8^oa,  the  select  cooMmttee f or 


414  HISTdftt » MeLANI).  0^^ 

the    8ttlMl*9  clSiUitt;    Mid    «Mkoiigb   thit  prime  pMkttf 
declared  be  would  ciiuse  him  to  be  katMdtt4te'6#M  m-  <Im 
English  troops  »houki  be  pat  in  motion  wMito  fto  UngdMi- 
of  detigri,  he  bravtljr  witrifiMd  his  o#ti  Aifey  to  tbt  iMet^ 
est  of  the  eb^panf ,  and  exhoned  tkeia  to  proeedd  iiMr 
vigottf  in  their  tni^arf  <>p)Hiidotis.     Duritijp  these  ddlbef* 
ations  a  ttiost  fnnun«te*tocideiit  «t!eun^<  that  eooli  deter- 
milled  the  couneil  to  cosne  to- an  d|Mk  Hipttire^  The  liaiittg 
persons  in  the  vieeroy's^  editrt  fbudd  thMlseiiFes  o;i^Mm<td 
by  his  haagfhtinese  and  insokn<^e*     The  same  ^i^i  df  dis^ 
content  appeared  among  the  prineipiA  eAccts  ti  Usmrtayt 
they  were  well  acquainted  with  his  fmt64fi  saw  his  priiyj 
rations  for  war,  and  Were  s^tisitde  fhm  the  fyeaoe  of  liie 
coontry  could  never  be  restored,  unkss  eiiller  tht  BugllaU 
were  expelled,  or  the  nabob  deposed*     Iff  eiMiMqtfem^e,  n, 
^  plan  was  concerted  f&r  dtveethig  him  bf  aH  hi«  power;  mA 
the  conspiracy  was  conducted  by  Jofler   Ali   Khan,  httf 
prime  mihister  and  chief  comafwadef^  a  ttoMeman  of  gfpm 
ittfiuence  and  authority  in  Ae  province;*     llie  pvojett  was 
communicated  by  Ali  Khftn  to  Mn  Watts,  and  ao  i»^M>i'. 
ved  by  the  address  of  duct  gentleman,  as  in  a  mamwr  to 
ensure  snccess.     A  ttMty  was  aciudly  coftdudtd  betwaui ' 
ihis  Meer  Jafter  Alt  Khan  an#  tfie  En|^  eoMpany  I  mtd 
^  plan  Concerted  with  this  nbUeman  and  «he  ortier  iMkon* 
tents  for  their  defection  from  the  viceroy.    Thastf  puswuw 
measures  being  taken,  colonel  CRve  waa  Ofdtfi^to  lalca  dMi 
field  with  his  little  aliny.     Admirld  Wntioft  ilKidanookdMi 
defence  of  Chandemagore,  and  «he  garrison  was  dMaohed 
to  reinforce  the  colonel,  together  with  fifty  seaMKMP  to  be 
itmployed  as  gunners,  and  in  directing  the  arfiHery.     Thvn 
JVIrt  Watts,  deceiving  the  stiba's  spies,  by  wh#m  he  waa 
surrounded,  withdrew  himself  feom  MtRMdavsal^^tid  reoehM 
ed  the  English  camp  in   safety.     On  the  niieSeetflh  of 
June  a  detachment  was  sent  to  adfack  Ctltwa  fert  and  sowir^ 
situated  on  that  branch  of  the  rtref  formiag  the-  ishmd  of 
Cassimbuzar.  This  place  surrehdefed  at  the  fepit  sumarfonsr 
and  here  the  colonel  halted  with  the  dirmy  for  thrse  dl^y 
expecting  advices  from  Ali  Khan.     Dtsappokited  •#  *l)iO 
hoped  for  intelligence,  he  crossed  the  fiver^  and  mai^hed 
to  rtaissey,  where  be  ertcamped.     On  the  tw<mty-tMrdr  af 
daybreak  the  suba  advanced  to  attS«fc  hkttf  at  Sho  htad  Of 


]pMl>  lb<Hit  forty  pkcf  9  of  betvy  caanoo,  cMdtteted  and 
wmtrnffA  ^  FreiMti  gufUMm,  qn  w)io«e  courage  aod  cki^ 
Iffi^  ^'pl»««d  gwal  <tfepeii4a»ee..  They  began  to  caimo^ 
fmi^  tb»  Eogliab  owip  about  atx  in  the  momiog  $  but  a 
^pmvt%  ftbaw«r  fnXUme  ^  i^^^^m  tb»y  witbdrew  their  artiUery* 
Cttmotl  ^Uve  afii^  ibis  opportunity  to  take  posseasioa  of 
i^taolr  mpA  iwo  olho*  potts  of  consequence,  which  they  ia 
imm^nAtmmmtil  to  retake*  Then  he  siormed  an  an^e  of 
Ikfir  cMRp,  to»T#d  with  A  double  breast  work,  togedier 
widk  uRi^iiiiMBee  H^Mcb  ibey  oceuided.  At  the  beginning 
J9f  4bi»  mmk^  «4Hno  ofthebr  chieis  being  slab,  the  men 
mire  so  diapir^,  *Ht= Aey  soon  gave  way ;  but  still  Meer 
Jf#fi^AU  Kba%  irtioeomimBded  the  left  wing,  ibrcbore 
dedwsng  hisisailf  opesiy*  After  a  short  contest  the  enemy 
mxm  pH  ^  ft%hiy  the  nabob's  campi,  baggage,  and  fifty 
jpMMa#f  cannon  taken,  anda  aaost  coniplet«  victory  obuined. 
Dicikfofanal,  plHfsutag  UsadMStage,  marched  to  Muxada* 
vad»  the  oqpital^of  die  piv^dace^  a«d  ms'  diere  joined  by 
Ait  Kbaa  and  the  nndeontentt.  It  was  before  concerted 
^at'tbii  a^hleolfm  shoald  be  inves^d  wtdi  the  dignity  of 
aabab  f  aeoardingl^  thr  cokmel  proceeded  solemnly  to  depose 
iSwi^  OowrbU,  and,  vitlk  lim  same  ceremony,  to  substi- 
iHila  AU  Kbaai  in^lds  room,  who  was"  putiiiely  acknowledged 
bgr  lb#'  peopjb  sia  suba,  or  viceroy,  of  the  provbces  of  Ben- 
giA,  9abar>  and  Qriaia*  Soon  after,  the  late  viceroy  waa 
taban,  and  putto  deaidi  by  bis  successor,  who  readily  com- 
piled' 1N^  aW  tbo  eondidaiia  of  his  elevation.  He  con- 
fwred  oa-bis  aUies  very  liberal  rewards,  and  granted  the 
CMSpmy  sucll  ei^traoidinary  privileges,  as  fully  demon- 
smalfld  hfm  justly  he  noiei^tcd  thmr  assistance.  By  diia  alii- 
mee^  mdil^oradUQtton  of  Chandemagore,  the  French  were 
nAx^^  eKckded  the  comimrce  of  Bmlgal  and  its  depen* 
^nii^«»  I  die.  trade  of  the  English  company  was  restored, 
and  inicri^sed  beyond  their  nsost  sanguine  hopes ;  a  new 
^y  wa9  ac<|gbifed)  wtose  interest  obliged  him  to  remain 
fir«t  to  Uaiengagcments  :  a  vast  suni  was  paid  to  the  cam- 
paiiy  49d  4^  ;sufferers  at  Calcutta^  to  indemnify  them  for 
their  lo^es ;  4he  soldiers  and  seamen  were  gratified  with 
si%  hu^tred  thousand  pounds,  as  a  reward  for  the  courage 
asd  in^epidityi  they  exerted;  and  a  variety  of  other  s«lvan- 
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tig«t  gvnUed,  irhkh  k  woUld  be  utiiie^^ssa^j^  t6  eimitt«rate« 
In  a  word,  in  the  space  of  fourteen  days  a  greafrevoliHion 
was  effected,  and  the  govemmeot  of  a  vast  counti^,  strpe^ 
rior  in  weahh,  fertility,  esetent,  and  nnmber  of  inhoblCMits 
to  most  European  kingdoms,  transfiii4^  Isfy  a  htindfol^  of 
troops,  conducted  1^  an  officer  untifiored  in  the  att  of  w^Tj 
and  a  general  rather  by  intuition,  than  instruction  ihid  eaq^e- 
rience.  But  the  public  joy  at  these  signal  suteesses  was 
considerably  dimimshed'  by  the  demb  of  aditifral  WlMon, 
and  the  loss  of  Vizagapatam,  an  English  s^tdemeftt  ofi  ikt 
Ooromandel  coast.  The  admiral  fi^  a  vkthn  to  tiie 
unwholesomeness  of  the  climate,  on  thesiitleeMlhof^  jbllgusi, 
universally  esteemed  and  regretted  j  and  ilie  iHctor^  snd 
fort  at  Vizagapatam  were  surrendeted  to  Ae  French^  a^felr 
days  aft^r  colonel  ClWe  had  defeated  the  nabob; 

$  X3tV.  We  now  torn  our  eyes  to  Ae  contiMen^  of 
Europe,  where  we  see  the  bi^ghmhig  of  the  year  marlMd 
with  a  striking  instance  ofthe^dreadltil  ieflects  of  frantic 
enthusiasm,  i^rance  hud  Idng  enjoyed  a  moo&reir,  ea«y^, 
cotnplying,  gobdnatured,  and  averse  to  all  that  'W<h«  tlie 
kppearapce  of  business  or  of  war.  Contentbd  wii^'the  ptea* 
sures  of  indolence,  he  sought  no  greatness  beyond  what 
he  enjoyed,  nor  pursued  any  ambitious  atm  throngh  the 
dictates  of  his  own  disposition.  Of  aH  men  on  earth  suth 
a  prince  had  the  greatest  reason  to  e%petit  an'  exempthm 
from  plots  against  his  person,  and  cabals  among  bis  sub- 
jects; yet  was  an  attempt  made  upon  his  Me  by  a  man, 
who,  though  placed  in  the  lowest  sphere  of  fortune,  had 
resolution  to  face  Ae  greatest  dangers,  and  "endicfskMm 
sufficient  to  sustain,  without  shrinking,  aH  rin^  tttrtntes 
which  the  cr«eky  of  man  could  invent,  or  his  crftnes 
render  necessary.  The  name  of  this  fanatic  was  SL^bert 
Francis  Damien,  bom  in  the  suburb  of  8f.  CaAHrine^ 
in  the  city  of  Arras.'  He  had  lived  in  the 'setvice  of 
several  families,  whence  he  was' generally  dismissed  on 
account  of  the  impatience,  the  melancholy,  and  suUenness 
of  his  disposition.  So  humble  was  the  station  of  a  person, 
nifho  was  resolved  to  step  forth  from  obscurity,  and,  by 
one  desperate  effort,  draw  upon  himself  the  attention  of 
all  Europe.  On  the  fifth  day  of  Juriuary,  as  the  king 
was  stepping  into  his  coach,  to  return  to  TVianon,  whence 


'amwg  lu8  «iuendaBi6«  stabbed  bim  wkb  a  knUe  od  tJi^ 
vig^  Mik»  bciwedn  the  fourth  and  fifth^  rib«.  Hit  mar 
jealjr  applying  his  luuad  immei^atidy  to*  bts  .i&dc,  cri^d 
out^  ^'^  ji  aofr  wounded!  seize  bias;  bat  da  not  hart  hifl^,'! 
Happily  thf^  wound  was*  not  dangerous;  as  ^he  knife^ 
tidcing  ain  obUque  direetiMS  aussed.  the  vital  pat u.  As 
for  the  asaasain,  be  made  no  attempts  to  escape  i  but 
9U&Kio0 '  hisASelf  quietly  to  be  seized,  was  conyeyed  to 
tbe  guardroom*  where  being  iulerros^ted  i^  he  comoiilted 
the  horrid  actiooi  he  boldly  answered  in  the  aArtnative. 
A  process  against  hiaok  was  instantly  commenced  at  Verr 
aaittea ;  .many  per80ps«  supposed  accessaries  to  the  design 
upen  the  king's  lif^  were  sent  to  >;he  Bastile ;  the  assassin 
hkaself  was  put  to  the  torture^  and  the  most  excruciating 
torments  were  applied^  with  intention  to  extort  a  confessicHi 
^of  the  reasons  that  could  induce  him  to  so  execrable  an  atr 
tempt  upom  hia  sovereign*  Incisions  wer^  made  into  the 
musQular  parts  of  his  legs,  arms,  and  thighs,  into  which 
boiling  oil  was  poured*  Every  refinement  on  cruelty,  that 
human  invention  could  suggest,  was  practised  without  effect : 
Itothtng  could  overcome  his  obstinacy  $  and  bis  silence  was 
eonstrued  into  a  presumption^  that  be  ao^uft  have. had  ac- 
complices in  the  plot*  To  render  his  punishment  more 
public.and  conspicuous,  he  was  removed  to  Paris,  there  tp 
undergo  a  repetition  of  all  his  former  tortures,  wi^h  such 
ilddkional  circumstances,  as .  the  most  fertile  and  cruel 
dispositions  eould  devise  for  increasing  his  mis(^ry  and 
Jtorment,  9eiog  conducted  to  the  Concerg^rie,  an  iron 
bed»  which  likelvise  served  for  a  chair,  was  prepaircid  for 
iuiSL^  and  to  this  be  was  fastened  with  chains*  The 
.torture  was  again  applied,  and  a  physician  ordered  to 
Attend,  to  see  what,  degree  of  pain  he  could  aiq|>port. 
Nothing,  however,  material  was  extorted}  for  what  b^ 
one  moment  confessed,  he  recanted  the  next;  It  is  not 
withiu  our  province  (and  we  consider  it  ^  a  feli<;ity,)  to 
relate,  ail  the  circumstances  of  this  cruel  and  tragical  ^yent. 
Sufficient  it  is,  that,  after  suffering  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
ments that  hun>an  nature  could  invent^  or  man  support,  his 
judges  thought  proper  to  terminate  his  misery  by  a  deadi 
shocking  tp  imagination,  and  shameful  to  huma^ty.  On 
Vol.  Ill*  G  g  g 
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the  twcnty*eighth  day  of  March  he  was  conducted,  amidst 
a  vast  concourse  of  the  populace,  to  the  Greve,  the  com- 
mdn  place  of  execution,  stripped  naked,  and  fastened  to 
the  scaffold  by  b-on  gyves.  One  of  his  bands  was  dien 
burnt  in  liquid  flaming  suhAur :  his  thighs,  legs,  and  anus 
were  torn  with  red  hot  pincers ;  boiling  oil,  melted  lead, 
resin,  and  sulphur,  were  poured  into  the  wounds;  tight 
ligatures  tied  round  his  limbs  to  prepare  him  for  dismem- 
berment; young  and  vigorous  horses  applied  to  ^tbe  drait, 
and  the  unhappy  criminal  pulled  with  all  ^ir  force,  to  the 
utmost  extention  of  his  sinews,  for  the  space  of  an  houi: ; 
during  all  which  time  he  preserved  his  senses  and  con- 
stancy. At  length  the  physician  and  surgeon  attending 
declared,  it  would  be  impossible  to  accomplish  the  dis- 
memberment, unless  the  tendons  were  separated:  \vpoif> 
which  orders  were  given  to  the  executioner  to  cut  the 
sinews  at  the  joints  of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  horses 
drew  afresh ;  a  thigh  and  an  arm  were  separated,  and  after 
several  pulls,  the  unfortunate  wretch  expired  under  the 
extremity  of  pain.  His  body  and  limbs  were  reduced  to 
a^hes  under  the  scaffold ;  his  father,  wife,  daughter,  and 
family  banished  the  kingdom  for  tyer ;  the  name  of 
Damien  effaced  and  obliterated,  and  ih>s  innocent  involved 
in  the  punishment  of  the  guflt}\  Thus  ended  the  pro- 
cedure against  Damien  and  his  family,  in  a  manner  not 
very  favourable  to  the  avowed  clemency  of  Lewis,  or  the 
acknowledged  humanity  of  the  French  nation.  It  appear- 
ed from  undoubted  evidence,  that  the  attempt  on  the  king's 
life  was  the  result  of  insanity,  and  a  disturbed  imagination. 
Several  instances  of  a  disordered  mind  had  before  been 
observed  in  his  conduct,  and  the  detestation  justly  due  to 
the  enormity  of  his  crime  ought  now  to  have  t«en  absorbed 
in  the  consideration  of  his  misfortuheythe  greatest  that  can 
hefal  human  nature.  -  -   -^      ^ 

$  XXVI.  Another  remarkable  event  in  France,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the  ministry  of 
that  nation,  by  the  removal  of  M.  de  Machoult,  keeper  of 
the  seals,  from  the  post  of  secretary  of  state  for  the  ma- 
rine ;  and  of  M.  d'Argenson  from  that  of  secretary  at  war. 
Their  dismission  was  sudden  and  unexpected  ;  nor  was  any 
parjicular  ixason  assigned  for  this  very  unexpected  altera- 
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tion.  The  French  king,  to  show  the  queen  of  Hungary  how 
jwlictoosly  she  hod  acted  in  forming  an  alliance  with  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  raised  two  great  armies ;  the  fir*t  of  whicTi, 
composed  of  near  eighty  thousand  men,  the  flower  of  the 

.  French  troo{>s,  with  a  large  tram  of  artillery,  was  com- 
manded by  M.  d'Etr^es,  a  general  of  great  reputation; 
under  whom  served  M.  dc  Contades,  M.  Chevcrt,  and 
the  count  de  St.  Germain,  all  oftcers  of  high  character. 
,This  formidable  army  passed  the  Rhine  early  in  the 
spring,  and  marched  by  Westi^ialia,  in  order  to  invade 
the  king  of  Prussians  dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to  the 
empress  queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
«npire.  But  their  real  view  was  to  invade  Hanover, 
a  scheme  which  they  knew  would  make  a  powerful  diver- 
lion  of  the  British  force  from  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
in  otfaier  parts  of  the  world,  where  the  strength  of  France 
could  not  be  fully  exerted,  and  where  their  most  valuable 
interests  were  at  stake.  They  flattered  themselves,  more*' 
over,  that  die  same  Uow,  by  which  tiiey  hoped  to  crush 
die  king  of  Prussia,  might  likewise  force  his  Britannic 
m^esty  inito  some  concessions  with  regard  to  America* 
The  o^r  army  of  the  French,  commanded  by  the  prince 
de  Soubbe,  was  destined  to  strengdien  the  Imperial  army 
of  execution,  consisting  of  twenty- five  thousand  men,  be- 
sides six  thousand  Bavarians,  and  four  thousand  Wirtem- 
bergers.  But  before  these  troops,  under  Soubise,  passed 
die  Miine,  they  made  themselves  master  of  several  places 
bdonging  to  the  king  of  Prussia  upon  the  borders  of  the 

'  Low  Countrks  ;^  whilst  a  detachment  from  d'Etrees's 
army  seized  upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and  whatever 
else  belonged  to  the  same  monarch  in  East  Friesland. 

$  XXVII*  At  the  plose  of  the  last  campaign,  the  king 
of  Prussia  having  gained  a  petty  advai^tage  over  the  Im- 
perialists under  the  cq^nmand  of  mareschal  Brown,  and 
incorporated  into  hi^  own  troops:  a  great  part  of  the  Saxon 
army  taken  prisoners  ^t  Pima,  as  was  observed  befdre, 
retired  into  winter  quarters  until  the  season  should  permit 
him  to  improve  these  advantages.     His  majesty  and  mare- 

.,'..-  •  "'^ 

u  The  li^eof  Prussia  Itfid  withdrawn  his  -guriflon  from  Olives,  not  without 
8QS|)icion  of  himrife  purposely  fcft  this  door  p]>en  to  the  enemy,  that  their  irrttjfCi9A 
isto  Qeftmsy  adgUiakmk  the  resoUitifins  of  the  Brhish  rainistrjr. 
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^chid  Kchk  wiotered  in  Saxoof,  having  ihcir  eantcmments 
ixftween  Pin»  jmd  the  frontier  afcwig  the  Elbe ;  and  mave- 
jicfaal  Sdiweria^  retunring  into  Sflesia,  took  iip  lits  cpiartera 
in  the  country  of  Giatz*  In  the  mean  itiaae,  the  empress 
<ineen,  finding  die  force  which  she  had  aeAt  eoc  agamat  the 
Jctng  of  Pnissia^  was  not  suficieoC  tm  prevent  his  destgns, 
QUbde  the  necessary  reqtmicions  to  her  nHies,  for  die  aux<- 
iiiaries  they  had  engaged  to  fumish.  In  conse^oence  of 
these  requsskions,  the  c^arhia,  true  to  her  engagements, 
despatched  alhove  ahanired  ihoosand  of  her  Sroops,  who 
4>egan  their  march  ia  the  month  cf  Nownolber,  and  pro^ 
needed  to  die  bbrdera  of  Lithuania,  with  design  parttcdbnijr 
k>  awrade  Dncal  Prusna,  whilst  a  strong  fleet  was  eqaip*- 
ped  in  the  Babic,  to  aid  the  operations  of  thi»  nunMrous 
•arariy^  The  Austrian  army,  assembled  in  Bohemia  amounted 
to  txptvards  of  fourscore  thousand  men,  cooimanded  by 
prince  Ciwrks  of  Lorraine  and  mareschal  Brown.  The 
Swedes  had  mot  yet  openly  declared  themselves ;  hot  it  was 
well  known,  that  daough  their  Icing  was  aUted  in  Uood  and 
incimacion  to  his  Prussian  majesty,  yet  the  jealousy  wbidi 
iim  sesuHte  of  Sweden  entertained  of  their  sovereign,  aaui 
the  hope  of  reoovering  their  ancient  poseessions  in  Pome- 
rania,  by  means  of  the  present  troubles,  together  ifrilli  tlieir 
4M  attachment  to  France,  newly  cemented  by  intrigues  and 
aubsidies,  would  certainly  induce  them  to  join  the  general 
confederacy.  The  dmke  of  Mecklenbourg  took  the  samfe 
party,  and  agreed  to.  join  the  Swedish  army,  when  it  should 
'be  assembled  with  six  thousand  men.  Bcisides  idl  diese 
preparations  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  he  was  in  his 
-quality  of  elector  of  Brandenbourg,  put  under  the  baa  of 
the  empire  by  die  aulic  council ;  declared  deprived  of  aiU 
•his  ri^ts,  privileges,  and  prerogatives;  his  ieh  were 
escheated  into  the  exchequer  of .  the  ennfore ;  ami  all.  the 
circles  accordingly  ordered  to  furnish  their  {respective  con* 
tingencies  fm  putting  this  sentence  in  execation.  •  ' 

$  XXVIIf.  In  this  dangerous  skuasion,  thus  meimced 
on  all  sidec^  and  seemingly  00  the  very  brink  of  inevitable 
destruction,^  Abe  Prussian  monarch'owed  his  preservatioa  to 
his  own -courage  and  activity.  The  Russians,  knowing  that 
the  country  they  were  to  pass  through  in  thdr  way  to  Li- 
thuania would  not  be  ali^  to  subsist  their  prodigipttaLfiumbers, 
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.  ,fatd  t$k€u  care  to  (bnrah  tbemsdves  vriA  frovirioos  fer  thek 
march,  depeodiog  upon  Ae  rtaoufcea  tkey  expected  to  find 
in  Lithuania  after  their  arrhral  in  that  counti^.  These 
pfoviii^na  were  exhausted  hf  the  ttme  Aey  reached  the 
borders  of  that  provinoe,'  where  thejr  fiaoiid  themselves  sud*- 
denly  and  uiieai|ie0tedlf  de^litate  of  stthsiateiice,  either  to 
reMRti  hiick  or  to  proee^  forward.  The  king  of  Pmssia 
had,  with  great  prudeoce  and  fonesiglit,  secured  plentjr  to 
himself,  aad  disorets  mod  famine  to  his  enemies,  by  buying 
4|p  alt  the  com  and  ibrage  of  the  country  which  ^ese  last 
mere  entering.  Notwithstanding  these  fwecaifttions,  his 
Fmssian  mi^esty,  to  guard  as  much  as  could  be  ai^ainst 
ev^ry  possible  event,  sent  a  great  immber  of  gunners  and 
mi^rosses  irom  Pomeraaia^to  Meaftd,  wtth^fdiree  regiments 
of  his  troops,,  fo  reiafarce  the  gatrisoa  of  tfiat  place.;^  He 
^Tttited  all  the  posta  wfakh  his  troops  possessed  in  Silesia, 
Mid  gave  the  necessary  orden  for  their  security.  He  repaired 
to  Niess^  where  he  setded  wkh  naraodial  Sohweria  die 
f>eaeral  plan  of  the  operations  of  Ae  approaching  campaign^ 
There  it  was  agreed,  that  the  mareschaPs  army  in  SKlesca, 
which  connMed  of  fifty  thousand  men,  should  have  in  con- 
stant view  the  aaotioos  of  the  royal  army,  by  whidi  its  own 
were  to  be  regulated,  that  diey  might  both  act  in  concert,  as 
circomstances'shoidd  require.  Ht  Sesame  time,  odier  armies 
were  asseflMedbythe'kingof  Pnsssia  in  Lnsotiarand  Voigt«- 
land ;  twenty  ifiiousand  mtm  were  collected  at  Zwickaw,  90 
the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  towards  £gra,  «mder  the  comr 
maind  of  the  prmce  Maurite  of  Anhnlt^Deasau;  and  sixty 
^Aottsand  iflioseti  troops  began  iheir  march  towards  Great 
Zeidlitz,  w4iere  their  headtjuartcvs  were  setded.  1^  tbf 
mestot^n^lile,  the  Austriam  troops  began  to  form  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  some  of' their  de&u:hment$  ap- 
'peared,  to  waich  the  motions  of  the  Prussians,  who  stiU 
coucimied  to  pursue  ihetr  operations  with  great  activity  and 
remiution.  AM  posmUe  care  was  taken  by  the  Prussians 
at  Dresden  to^ieeot^  -a^  retreat,  in  case  of  a  defeat.  As  oofy 
one  regimoMV  of  f^siians  could  be  spared  to  remain  tl^ere 
in  garrisotf,  Ac  burghers  were  tLisawmed,  tfaeirarms  depipsit- 
«d^  in  the  arsenal,  and  a  dettachn^nt  was  posted  at  Konig- 
Bteinv  to  'oUige  that  fbrtress  to  observe  a  stric^i  neutrality. 
AH  comupoiMkace  with  ^heoenemy  was  $tmctlyrprohibitfd  i 
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and  it  ikamog  been  discovered  that  the  counbss  6f  Ogikie, 
one  of  die  queen's  nuiids  of  honour,  hiid  disobeyed  his 
majesty'*  a>mmands,  she  was  arrested ;  but,  on  the  qaeen's 
intercession,  afterwards  released.  The  countess  of  Bmhl^ 
lady  of  the  Saxon  prime  mintster,  was  also  arrested  by  his 
Prussian  majesty's  order ;  attid,  on  her  making  light  of  her 
confinement,  and  resolving  to  see  ccmipany)  she  wascHttered 
to  quit  the  court,  aiid  retire  from  Saxony*  M •  Henwin^the 
French  minister,  was  tokl  that  his  presence  w^  unneces- 
sary at  Dresden ;  and  on  his  replying,  that  his  master  had 
commanded  him  to  stay,  he  was  again  desired  to  depart ;  on 
which  he  thought  jMtjper  to  obey.  The  count  de  Wacker^ 
bath,  minister  of  the  cabinet,  and  grand  master  of  the  hoosie- 
hold  to  the  prince  rojral  of  Poland,  was  arrested,  and 
conducted  to  Custrtn,  by  the  express  command,  of  his 
majesty.  The  king  of  Prussik  having  thrown  two  bridges 
over  the  Elbe  early  in  the  spring,  ordered  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  electorate  of  Saxony  to  supply  him  with  a  great 
number  of  wagons,  each  drawn  by  four  horses.  The  circles 
of  M isnia  and  Leipsick  were  enjoined  to  furnish  four 
hundred  each,  and  the  other  circles  in  proportion. 

$  XXIX.  While  die  king  of  Prussia  was  taking  these 
measures  in  Saxony,  two  skirmishes  happened  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Bohemia,  between  his  troops  and  the  Austrtans. 
On  the  twentieth  of  Felmiary,  a  body  of  six  thousand 
Austrians  surrounded  the  Uttle  town  of  Hirschfek),  in  Upper 
Lusatia,  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  Prussiui  foot.  The 
first  attack  was  made  at  four  in  the  morning,  on  two 
'  redoubts  withoat  the  gates,  each  of  which  was  defended  by 
two  fieldpieces :  and  thtHig^  the  Austrians  were  seventf 
times  repulsed,  they  at  last  made  themselves  masters  of  one 
of  the  redoubts,  and  carried  off  the  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
'  In  their  retreat  they  were  ptyrsoed  by  the  Prussians,  who 
fell  upon  their  rear,  kilkd  some>  and  took  many  prisoners : 
this  affair  cost  the  Austrians  at  least  fiVe.  hundred  men» 
About  a  fortnight  irfter,  the  prince  of  Bereni  marched  out 
of  Zittau,  with  a  body  of  near  nine  thousand  asen,  in  ord^ 
to  destroy  the  remaining  strong  holds  possessed  by  the 
Austrians  on  the  firontiers.  In  this  expedition  he  took  tfae 
Austrian  magazine  at  Friedland  in  Bohemia,  consisting;  of 
nine  thoiTsafid  sacks  of  meal,  ^nd  gn^at  store  of  ammnnition ; 
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xody  Sifter  making  himself  master  of  Reichcnberg,  he  return- 
ed to  Ztttau.  The  van  of  his  troops,  consisting  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  hussaiS  of  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,  met 
with  a  body  of  six  hundred  Croats,  sustained  by  two  hun^ 
dred  Au^rian  dragoons  of  Bathiania,  at  their  entering 
Bohemia ;  and  immediately  fell  upon  them  sword  in  hand^ 
kiHed  about  fifty,  took  thirty  horses,  and  made  ten  dragoons 
^soners.  The  Prussians,  it  is  said,  did  not  lose  a  single 
mam  <m  this  occasion;  and  two  soldiers  only  were  slightly 
wounded,  the  Austrians  having  made  but  a  slight  resistance* 
§  XXX.  Whatever  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
might  have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  still,  however, 
proper  regard  was  shown  to  the  subjects  of  this  crown :  for 
an  edict  was  published  at  Florence  on  the  thirteenth  of 
February,  wherein  his  Imperial  majesty,  as  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany^  declared  his  intention  of  observing  the  most 
scrupulous  neutrality  in  the  then  situation  of  affairs.  All 
the  ports  in  that  dutchy  were  accordingly  enjoined  to  pay  a 
strict  regard  to  diis  declaration,  in  all  cases  relating  to  the 
French  or  English  ships  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  good 
effects  of  this  injunction  soon  appeared;  for  two  prizes 
taken  by  the  English  having  put  into  Porto  Ferraro,  the 
captains  of  two  French  privateers  addressed  themselves  to 
the  governor,  alleging,  that  they  were  captures  of  a  piratCj^ 
and  requesting  that  they  might  be  obliged  to  put  to  sea  : 
but  the  governor  prudently  replied,  that  as  they  came  in 
under  English  colours  he  would  protect  them  :  and  forbad 
the  ^ivateers,  at  their  peril,  to  commit  any  violence. 
They,  however,  little  regarding  the  govemor*s  orders,  pre- 
pared for  sailing,  and  sent  their  boats  to  cut  out  one  of 
the  priotes.  The  captain,  firing  at  their  boats,  killed  one 
of  their  men,  wbidi  alarming  the  centineb,  notice  was  sent 
to  the  governor;  and  he,  in  consequence,  ordered  the  two 
privateers  immediately  to  depart. — ^The  conduct  of  the 
Dutch  was  rath«^r  cautious  than  spirited.  Whilst  his  Prus-^ 
sian  majesty  was  en^loyed  on  the  side*  of  Bohemia  and 
Saxony,  the  French  auxiliaries  began  their  march  to  harass 
his  defencekss  territories  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Low 
Countri^.  A  free  passage  was  demanded  of  the  states 
general  through  Namur  and  Msestricht,  for  tl^e  provisions, 
^uiiinumtion,  aii4  artillery  belonging  to  this  i^cyir  arm^ ;  and 
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thou^  the  Eo^ieh  ambasaedor  reiMm8tr«tft4  ftgauist  xlBmt 
compliance,  and  repreaciKed  k  as  a  breach  of  the  neotn^ly 
thetr  hi|^  anghtincsses  declared  they  woidd  obBenre,  jet^ 
after  some  betitatidn^  the  demaml  Was  graiiud ;  i^  tbeir  ai* 
ability  to  prevent  the  paaeage  of  the  French  troopa,  should  h 
be  attempted  by  force,  pleaded  in  excuse  of  their  conduct. 

$  XXXI.  Scarcely  had  the  French  arnqr,  epvwanded 
by  the  prince  de  Soubise,  set  foot  in  the  letrkof  ies  of  Jidiers 
and  Cologn,  when  they  found  tfiemaehres  in  pcMsc^aioa  of 
^he  datchy  of  Clevea  and  the  county  of  Marcki  irbere  all 
things  were  left  open  to  them,  the  Prussians,  who  €vtcteted 
their  posts,  taking  their  route  along  die  river  Lippe,  ii| 
order  to  join  some  regiments  from  Magdeboui^f,  who  where 
sent  to  facilitate  their  retreat.  The  diairessed  iahabitantsi 
thus  eiposed  to  the  calamities  of  war  fross  a«  unprovoked 
enemy,  were  instantly  ordered  to  famish  jCOntrtbutioBS, 
forage,  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  their  invadertf  ^  aod^ 
what  was  still  more  terrifying  to  them,  the  paitisan  Pisehetv 
whose  cruelties,  the  last  war,  they  stiU  lemeitibared  with 
horror,  was  again  let  loose  upon  them  by  the  iiAumamty  of 
the  empess  queen.  Wessel  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  French :  Emmerick  and  Maseyk  soon  shsMred  the  saias 
fate  2  and  the  city  of  Gueldrea  was  besiegied,  the  PrusaiaBS 
seeming  reserved  to  defend  this  last  place :  to  which  end 
they  opened  the  sluices,  and  laid  the  coimtry  under  Mraler* 
Those  who  retreated,  filing  off  to  the  nordiwes t  of  Fader* 
bom,  entered  the  county  of  Ritberg,  the  propeily  of  count 
Caonitz  Ritberg,  great  chancellor  to  the  etttpiest  i{Qeea* 
After  taking  his  castle,  in  which  they  found  tbir^  pieces,  of 
tannon,  Uiey  raised  contributions  in  the  dis^ct^  to  the 
amount  of  forty  thousand  crowns.  As  dK  Prussians^retir^ 
the  French  took  possession  of  the  country  they  qisitt^  in 
die  name  of  the  empress  (j^een,  whose  commissary  ^rtteaded 
idiem  for  that  purpose.  The  geoeral  rend^^VQua  of  these 
troops,  under  prince  Soubise,  was  appoiirted.at  Nciiss^  iH 
Ac  electorate  of  Cologn,  where  a  large  body  of  Fr^b^.wss 
assembled  by  the  first  of  April.  The  Austf-issn,  in  tl^if 
turn,  were  not  idle.  Mareschal  Brown  visksd  Ihe  for* 
tifications  of  Brinn  and  Koningratz;  reviewed,  liie  tun^ 
of  the  late  prince  Picolonuni^  now  under  the  command 
of  general  Surbdloni;  and  put  hb  crwn  acmjr  in  narcb 
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for  KoHtitz  on  .tl^  £lbe  where  he  is  proposed  to  estal>- 
lish  his, headquarters* 

(  XXXII.  During  the  recess  ot  the  armies^  while  the 
rigours  of  winter  £orced  them  to  suspend  their  hostile  ope- 
rations, ^and  the  greatest  preparations  were  making  to  open 
the  campaign  with  all  possible  vigour,  count  Bestucheff, 
g;r^t  chancellor  of  Russia,  wrote  a  .circular  letter  to  the 
primate,  senators,  and  ministers  of  the  republic  of  Poland, 
setting  forth,  ^^  That  the  empress  of  Russia  was  extremely 
t^  jiffi^cted  with  the  king  of  Poland's  distress,  which  she 
^^  thought  could  npt  but  excite  the  compassion  of  all  other 
"  powers,  but  more  especially  of  tus  allies :  that  the  fatal  con- 
^^  sequ^^ceswhicb  might  result  from  the  rash  step  jtakenby  the 
^^  king  of  Prussia  aot  only  with  respect  to  :he  tranquillity  of 
^^  Europe  in  general,  but  of  each  power  in  particular,  and 
^'  more  especially  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  so  evi- 
^^  dent,  that  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  several  princes 
^'  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  they  should  make  it  a  com- 
^^  mon  cause  ;  not  pnly  to  obtain  proper  satisfaction  for  those 
^^  courts  whose  dominions  had  been  so  unjustly  attacked,  but 
^'  likewise  to  prescribe  such  bounds  to  the  king  of  Prussia  as 
,  "  might  secure  tbcun  from  any  future  apprehensions  from  so 
''  en^iprisiog  and  restless  a  neighbour :  that  with  this  view, 
".  the  empress  was  determined  to  assist  the  king  of  Poland 
"  with  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  which  were  actually  up- 
^^  iOn  their  march,^  under  the  command  of  general  Apraxin ; 
^*  and  that,^  there  would  be  an  absolute  necessity  for  their 
^^  marchmg^hroughpart  of  the  territories  of  Poland,  her  Im- 
^'.perial  majesty  hoped  the  republic  would  not  fail  to  facili- 
^^  t^e  their.march  as  much  as  possible*"  She  further  recom- 
meiided  to  the  republic,  to  tjike  some  salutary  measures 
for  frustrating  ^  tl^  desigas.  of  tl^  king  of  Prussia,  and 
r^»taring  harmony  .among  themselves,  as  the  most  conducive 
measure,  to  these  good  purposes.  In  this,  however,  the 
Pol^  were  so  far  from  following  her  advice,  that  though 
sure  of  being  sacrificed  in  this  contest,  which  side  soever 
prevailed,  they  divided  into,  parties  with  no  less  zeal,  than 
if  tl>f y  had  as  much  to  hope  from  the  prevalence  of  one 
wle,  as  to  fear  from  that  of  the  other.  -    Son\e  of  the  Pala- 

X  This  letter  was  written  in  December ;  an<Ptke  Russians,  ta  we  obierved  be' 
fore  began  their  marchjin  November.  * 

VOL  III.  H  h  b 
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tines  were  for  denying  a  passage  to  the  RussianB,  Mid  otlttrs 
were  for  aiFording  diem  the  utmost  assistance  in  their  power* 
Widi  this  cause  of  contention,  others  of  a  more  private  na- 
ture fatally  concurred,  by  means  of  a  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  prince  Czartorinski  and  count  Mnisnec  Almost 
every  inhabitant  of  Warsaw  was  involved  in  the  quarrel ; 
and  the  violence  of  these  factions  was  so  great,  that  scarce 
a  night  passed  without  bloodshed,  many  dead  bodies,  chiefly 
Saxons,  being  found  in  the  streets  every  morning. 

$  XXXIIL  In  the  mean  time.  Great  Britain,  unsettled 
in  her  ministry  and  councils  at  home,  unsuccessful  in  her 
attempts  abroad,  judging  peace,  if  it  could  be  obtained  on 
just  and  honourable  terms,  more  eligible  than  a  continental 
war,  proposed  several  expedients  to  the  empress  queen  for 
restoring  the  tranquillity  of  Germany  ;  but  her  imswer  was, 
".That,  whenever  she  perceived  that  the  expedients  pro- 
"  posed  would  indemnify  her  for  the  extraordinary  expenses 
"  she  had  incurred  in  her  own  defence,  repair  the  heavy 
"  losses  sust^iined  by  her  ally  the  king  of  Poland,,  aiul 
"  aflFord  a  proper  security  for  their  future  safety,  she  would 
"  be  iready  to  give  the  same  proofs  she  had  always  given  of 
*'  her  desire  to  restore  peace  ;  but  it  could  not  be  expected 
"  she  should  listen  to  expedients,  of  which  the  king  dP 
"  Prussia  was  to  reap  the  whole  advantage,  after  having 
*^  begun  the  war,  and  wasted  the  dominions  of  a.  prince, 
^^  who  relied  for  his  security  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
"  the  appearance  of  harmony  between  them."  Upoti  the 
receipt  of  this  answer,  the  court  of  London  made  several 
proposals  to  the  czarina,  to  interpose  as  noediatrix  between 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  but  they  were  rejected  with 
marks  of  displeasure  and  r^sentm^nt.  When  .sir.  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  the  British  ambassador,  continued  to 
urge  his  solicitations  very  strongly,  .and  even  with  some 
hints  of  menaces,  an  answer  was  delivered  to  him  hy  order 
of  the  empress,  purporting,  "  That  her  Imperial  pajijesfy 
^^  was  astonished  at  his  demand,  after  he  had  already  b^n 
^*  made  acquainted  with  the  p>pasures  she,  had  tak^n  to 
**  effect  a  reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
*'  Berlin.  H j  might  easily  conceive  as  matters  were  then 
"  situated,  that  the  earnestness  with  which  he  now  urge4 
*'  the  same   propositio^|^  must   unnecessarily  surprise  her 
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^  Imperial  majesty,  as  it  showed  bat  Ikde  regard  to  her 
^^  former  declaration*  The  empress,  therefore,  com* 
^  maaded  his  excellency  to  be  told,  that  as  her  intentions 
^  e<nrtained  in  her  first  answer  remained  absolutely  inva- 
^^  riabk,  no  ulterior  propositions  for  a  mediation  would  be 
^^  listuied  to ;  and  that  as  for  the  menaces  made  use  of  by 
^  his  excellency,  and  particulariy  that  the  king  of  Prussia 
^*  himself  would  soon  attack  the  Russian  army,  such  direaCs 
*'  served  only  to  weaken  the  ambassador's  proposals ;  to 
**  confirm  still  more,  were  it  possible,  the  empress  in  her 
"  resolutions;  to  justify  them  to  the  whole  world,  and  to 
^^  render  the  king  of  Prussia  more  blamable." 

^  XXXIV.  The  season  now  drawing  on  in  which  the 
troops  of  the  cont^iding  powers  would  be  able  to  take  the 
field,  and  the  alarming  progress  of  the  Russians  being 
Irappily  stopped,  his  Prussian  majesty,  whose  maxim  it  has 
always  been  to  keep  the  seat  of  war  as  far  as  possible  from 
his  own  dominions,  resolved  to  carry  it  to  Bohemia^  and 
there  to  attack  the  Austrians  on  all  sides.  To  this  end  he 
brdered  bis  armies  in  Saxony,  M isnia,  Lusatia,  and  Silesia, 
to  enter  Bohemia  in  four  different  and  opposite  places, 
nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  first  of  these  he  commanded 
in  person,  assisted  by  mareschal  Keith ;  the  second  was  led 
by  prince  Maurice  of  Anhault  Dessau,  the  third  by  prince 
Ferdinasid  of  Brunswick  Bevem,  and  the  fourth  by  mares- 
chal Schwerin.  In  consequence  of  this  plan,  mareschal 
Schwerin's  army  entered  Bohemia  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  in  five  columns,  at  as  many  different  places.  The 
design  was  so  well  concerted,  that  the  Austrians  had  not 
the  least  suspicion  of  their  approach  till  they  were  past  the 
frontiers,  and  thea  they  filled  the  dangerous  defile  of 
GiMer  Oelse  with  pandours,  to  dispute  that  passage ;  but 
they  were  no  sooner  discovered  than  two  battalions  of 
PnissitKi  grenadiers  attacked  them  with  their  bayonets 
fii^d^  and  fluted  them.  The  prince  of  Anhault  passed 
the  frontiers,  from  Misnia,  and  penetrated  into  Bohemia 
on  the  twenty-first  of  April  without  any  resistance.  \Th.e 
prinee  of  Bevern,  on  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month, 
having  marched  at  the  head  of  a.  body  of  the  army,  which 
was  in. Lusatia,  from  the  quarters  of  cantonment  near 
Zittau,  possessed  himself  imn^edi|rtely  of  the  first  post  on 
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the  fromier  of  Bohonia,  st  JCrauttaa  ttid  x^«u««-wm», 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  rasui :  drore  away  tfao  eveay 
the  same  day  from  Kratzen,  aad  proceeded  to  Madieadorf^ 
near  Reichenberg*  The  sane  momb^  Patkamncr's  hus* 
sarsf  who  formed  part  of  a  corps^  commanded  by  a  colonel 
and  major,  routed  some  hundreds  of  the  enemy^s  cuinosiers, 
posted  before  Cohlin,  under  the  conduct  of  prince  Lkb- 
tensetn,  took  three  officers  and  upwards  of  sixty  horse 
prisoners,  and  so  dispersed  the  rest,  that  they  were  scarcely 
able  to  rally  near  Kratzem  Night  coming  on  obBged  the 
troops  to  remain  in  the  open  air  till  the  next  mcMrning, 
when  at  break  of  day,  the  Prussians  marched  in  two  columns 
by  Habendorf,  towards  the  enemy's  army,  amounting  to 
twenty-eight  thousand  men,  commandedl>y  count  Konigseg, 
and  posted  near  Reichsenberg.  Aa  soon  as  the  troops 
were  formed,  they  advanced  towards  the  enem3r'8  caeraliy, 
drawn  up  in  three  lines  of  about  ditrty  squadrons.  The 
two  wings  were  sustained  by  the  infantry,  which  was 
posted  among  felled  trees  and  intrenchments.  The  Prus- 
sians immediately  cannonaded  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who 
received  it  with  resolution,  having  on  their  right  hand  a 
village^  and  on  their  left  a  wood,  where  they  had  intrenched 
themselves.  But  the  prince  of  Bevem  having  caused 
fifteen  squadrons  of  dragoons  of  the  second  Kne  to  advance, 
and  the  wood  on  his  right  to  be  attacked  at  the  same  time 
by  the  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Kidilden  and  of  MoeUen- 
dorf,  and  by  the  regiment  of  the  prince  of  Prussia,  his 
dragoons,  who,  by  clearing  the  ground,  and  possessing  the 
intrench ment,  had  their  flanks  covered,  entirely  routed  the 
enemy's  cavalry*  In  the  mean  time  cohmel  Putkammer 
and  major  Schenfeid,  with  their  hussars,  though  flanked  by 
the  enemy's  artiller}',  gave  the  Austrian  horse  grenadiers  a 
very  warm  reception,  whilst  general  Lestewitz,  with  the- 
left  wing  of  the  Prussians,  attacked  the  redoubts  that 
covered  Reichenberg.  Though  there  were  many^  d^fitea 
and  rising  grounds  to  pass,  all  occupied  by  the  Austrians, 
yec  the  regiment  of  Darmstadt  forced  the  redoubt,  and  put 
to  flight  and  pursued  the  ^enemy,  after  some  discharge  of 
their  artillery  and  small  arms,  from  one  eminence  to 
another,  for  the  distance  of  a  mite,  when  they  left  off  the 
^)ursuit.     The  action  began  at  half  9Xi  hoiir  after  six>  and 
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co«tkm«ll*^l  eleven.  About  one  thousand  of  the  Austrians 
were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  former  were  general 
Porpeftiti-  and  count  HohenfekU,  and  among  the  latter 
prince' Lfchienfttein  imd  count  Mansfield.  Twenty  of  their 
o8icers,  and  four  hundred  soldiers^  were  taken  prisoners, 
and  they  also  lost  three  standards.  On  the  side  of  the 
Prussians  seven  subalterns,  and  about  a  hundred  men, 
were  killed,  and  siitteen  officers  and  a  hundred  and  fifty 
m^i  wounded.  After  this  battle  mareschal  Schweiin 
joined  the  prince  of  Bevem,  made  himself  master  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  circle  of  Buntzlau>.and  took  a  consid- 
erable hiagazine  from  the  Austrians,  whom  he  dislodged. 
The  prine«  Anhault  Dessau,  with  his  corps,  drew  near  the 
king  of  Prussia's  army ;  dten  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as 
Budin,  from  whence  the  Austrians,  who  had  an  advan- 
tageous camp  there,  retired  to  Westwam,  halfway  between 
Budhi  and  Prague;  and  his  Prussian'  majesty  having 
passed  the  Egra,  his  army,  and  that  of  mareschal  Schwerin, 
were  90  situated,  as  to  be  able  to  act  jointly. 

$  XKXY.  These  advantages  were  but  a  prelude  to  a 
nmiA.  more  decisive  victor}'-,  which  the  king  himself  gained 
a  few  diiys  after.  Preparing  to  enter  Bohemia,  at  a  dis- 
t^ce  from  any  of  the  corps  commanded  by  his  generals,  he 
made  a  movtmeht  as  if  he  had  intended  to  march  towards 
Egra.  ¥he  enemy,  deceived  by  this  feint,  and  imagining 
}>ewas  going  to  execcite  some  design,  distinct  from  the 
object  <^f  other  anmes,  detached  a  body  of  twenty  thousand 
meen^  to  observe  his  motions ;  then  he  made  a  sudden  and 
iBS^^ly  movemdftt  tcrthe  left,  by  whkh  he  cut  off  all  com- 
mui»ctttion  between  that  detachment  and  the  main  army  of 
the  Austrians,  which  having  been  reinforced  by  the  army 
erf  Moravia,  by  the  remains  of  Ae  corps  lately  defeated  by 
tke4tik^  of  Bevem,  and  by  several  regiments  of  the  garri- 
son of  Prague,  amounted  to  near  a  hundred  thousand  men. 
TWy  were  strongly  intrenched  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldaw, 
to  the  north  of  Prague^  in  a  camp  so  ifortified  by  every 
achrantage  of  tiature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be 
deemed  aln^st  impregnable.  The  left  wing  of  the  Austri- 
ans, thus  situated,  was  guarded  by  the  mountains  of  Ziscka, 
andthe  right  extended  as  far  as  Herboholi :  prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  and  mareschal  Brown,  who  commanded  them, 
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seemed  determined  to  maintain  this  advantagecros '{K3M; 
but  the  king  of  Prussia  overlooked  all  difficulties.  Having 
thrown  several  bridges  over  the  Moldaw  on  the  fiftli  of 
May,  he  passed  that  river  on  the  morning  of  the  stx^,  with 
thirty  thousand  men,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  the  prince  of  Anhault  Dessau  ;  and  being  Imme- 
diately joined  by  the  troops  under  mareschal  Schwerin  and 
the  prince  of  Bcvem,  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
same  day.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  his  army 
filed  oif  on  the  left  by  Potschernitz ;  and  at  the  same  time 
count  Brown  wheeled  to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flanked. 
The  Prussians  continued  their  march  to  Bichwitz,  traver- 
sing several  defiles  and  morasses,  which  for  a  Ihtte  time 
separafted  the  infantry  from  the  rest  of  the  army.  The  foot 
began  the  attack  too  precipitately,  and  were  at  first  repulsed, 
but  they  soon  recovered  themselvfcs*  While  the  Irfng  of 
Prussia  took  the  enemy  in  flank,  mareschal  Schwerin  ad^ 
vanced  to  a  marshy  ground,  which  suddetily  stopping  Ms 
army,  threatened  to  disconcert  the  whole  plan  of  operation. 
In  this  emergency,  he  immediately  dismounted,  and  taking 
the  standard  of  the  regiment  in  his  hand,  boldly  entered  the 
morass,  cr}^ing  out,  **^  let  all  brave  Prussians-  Mhnvr  me." 
Inspired  by  the  example  of  this  great  eonmiafider,  now 
eighty -two  years  of  age,  all  the  troops  pressed  forward,  and 
though  he  was  unfortunately  killed  b}'  the  first  Are,  their 
ardour  abated  not  till  they  had  totjdtj'  defeated  the  enemy. 
Thus  fell  mareschal  Schwerin,  loaded  With  years  and  glo- 
ry, an  oflicer  whose  superior  talents  in  tht  military  «rt  h»d 
been  displayed  in  a  long  course  of  fafthftil  service.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Prussian  infantry,  which  had  been  separated 
in  the  march,  forming  themselves  afresh,  renewed  the  attacfe^ 
on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entirely  broke  it,  while  their 
cavalry,  after  three  charges,  obli'ged  that  of  the  At«6triaits 
to  retire  in  giTcat  confusion,  the  centre  being  at  the  same 
time  totally  routed.  .The  left  wing  of  ifhe  Prussians  then 
marched  immediate^  towards  Michely,  and  being^  there 
joined  by  the  horse,  renewed  their  attack,  while  the  enemy 
were  retreating  hi^tily  towards  Saszawar.  MeanwhHe  the 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  Prussian  army  attacked  the  remains 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians,  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  three  batteries.      But  the  behaviour  of  dte  infan- 
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0^  w  the  ,lsttt  attack  was  so  successful,  as  to  l^re  little 
i^oom  #^  ^^  pa>^  <^f  the  cavalry  to  act.  Prince  Henry  of 
Pfm^Sh  aad  the  prince  erf  Bevem,  signalized  themselves  on 
Ulk  Qccamn  in  storming  two  batteries ;  prince  Ferdinand 
qS  Brims«iek  took  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians  in  flank, 
while  the  king  with  his  left,  and  a  body  (rf  cavalry,  secured 
the  passage  of  the  Moldaw.  In  short,  after  a  very  long 
sud  obstinate  engagement,  and  many  signal  examples  of 
valour  on  both  $ides,  the  Austrians  were  forced  to  abandon 
the  field  of  hiutle,  leaving  behind  sixty  pieces  o£  cannon,,  all 
their  tents,  baggage,  military  chest,  and,  in  a  word,  their 
wbok  camp.  The  weight  of  the  batde  fell  upon  the  right 
wing  of  the  Austrians,  the  remains  of  which,  to  the  amount 
of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men,  fled  towards  Beneschau, 
where  ttiey  afterwards  assembled  under  M.  Pretlach,  gen- 
eral, of  horse »  The  infantry  retired  towards  Prague,  and 
threw  themselvsea  into  that  cky  with  their  commanders, 
pq^cije  Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  mareschal  Brown ;  but 
they  wtM€  much  harassed  in  their  retreat  by  a  detachment 
of  the  Prussians  under  mareschal  Keith.  The  Prussians 
took,'  09  this  occasioii,  ten  standards,  and  upwards  of  four 
thousand  prisoners,  thirty- of  whom  wer»  officers  of  rank. 
Their  loss-  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  five  hundred 
kiJ^edt  and  aUout  three  thousand  wounded.  Amdng  the 
forsser  were  general  d' Amstel,  die  prince  of  Holstein  Beck, 
die  cokuiels  Goltze  and  Manstem,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
Boke*  Among  die  latter,  the  generals  Wenterfietd,  de  la 
Alottie,  Peuque,  Heutchavmoy,  filakensee,  and  Plettenberg. 
TShe  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side  of  the 
AustrianB  was  mueb  ^s^reater*  Among  these  last  was  mav- 
eschal  Brown,  who  received  a  wound,  which,  from  the 
chagrii^  i^  suffered^  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved 
nsiorttd*  1*he  day  aftfr  the  batUe,  colonel  Meyer  was 
detached  with  a  battalion  of  Prusaian  pandours,  and  foinr 
himdr^  hussars,  to  desm>y  a  very  considerable  and  valua- 
bie  ma§a%ine  of  the  Austrians  atPilsen,  and  this  service 
he.pecformed.  He  also  completed  the  destruction  of  several 
albers  ^f  less  importance ;  by  the  loss  of  which,  however, 
sdl  p()asibiUty  of  subsistence  was  cut  off  from  any  succours 
tbe  Austrians  might  have  expected  from  the  empire. 
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diately  taveated  Prague  on  both  sideB  of  tlie  nvvr,  cbe  ktag 
cominanding  on  one  side,    and  marescbal  KeMi  on  the 
odier*     In  four  di^s  the  whole  city  was  suivduttded  with 
lines  and  intreochments,  by  which  all  communieation  from 
without  was  entirely  cut  off:  prince  Charles  (tf  Lorraine 
and  maresdial  Brown,  the-two  princes  of  Saxony,  the  prince 
of  Modena,  the  duke  d'Areniberg,  count  Lacy,  and  several 
other  persons  of  great  distinctioa,  were  shut  up  within  the 
walls,  together  with  above  twenty  thousuid  of  the  Austrian 
army,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Prague  after  their  defeitt. 
Every  thing  continued  quiet  on  both  sides,  scarce  a  cannon 
shot  being  fired  by  either  for  some  time  after  this  blockade 
was  formed ;  and  in  the  mean  time  afi^r  this  blockai^e  n^de 
themselves  masters  of  Czitcaberg,  an  ea^inanoer  wMch  com* 
mands  the  town,  where  the  Austrians  had  a  strottg  redoubt, 
continuing  likewisf  to  strengthen  their  *works*     Alvea^ 
they  had  made  a  sally,  and  taken  some  odier  inefeetual 
steps  to  recover  this  post ;  but  a  more  decisive  stroll  was 
necessary.     Accordingly,  a  design  was  farmed  of  atttu:king 
the  Prussiam  army  in  the  night  with  a  body  of  ^twebre  thou- 
sand men,  to  be  sustained  by  all  die  grenadiers,  voliuiteers, 
pandours,  and  Hungarian  infaitry.     In  eaae  an  impression 
could  be  made  on  the^nng^  linm^  it  w«i  intended  to  open 
a  way,  sword  in  hand,  'trough  the  camp  of  the  besiegers, 
and  to  ease  Prague  «f  the  moldtude'  of  forees  tocked  i^ 
useless  within  the  walk,  scvving  oaly  t6  cc^iauaie  the  pro- 
visions of  the  garrison,  and  hasten  the  surrender  of  'the 
place.     Happily   a  deserter  gave  the   prtaee  c^   Aruasia 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  design  abcmt  eleven  o'eloofe  at 
night«     Proper  measures  were  immediately  taken  #9r  tiieir 
reception,  and  in  less  than  a  qoiSrter  of  anjiour^fce  vAole 
army  was  under  arms.     This  design  was  conducted  widi 
so  much  silence,  that'tboi»|^  the  Pmsmns  were  w^utied  of 
it  they  could  discover  nodiiog  bcfare  the  ^enemy  had  ehmr- 
ged  their  advanced  posts.     Their  attack  was  begnn^  on  the 
side  of  the  little  town,  against  maresdMil  Keith^s  damp,  and 
the  left  wing  of  the  Prussian  army  encamped  on  the  Mei- 
daw.     From  hence  it  is  probable  th^  Austrians  proposed 
not  only  to  *  destroy  the  batteries  that  were  raising,  but  to 
attack  the  bridges  of  communication  which  the  Prussians 
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tbi«v  orer  th*  Moidair,  st  about  u  quitirl^f  of  a  German 
mtle^bove  aad  bdow  Prague,  at  Branig  and  Podbaba« 
Tbegreatastalann  bcgaa  abom  two  o'clock,  when  the  enemy 
fac^d  to  haVe  come  silently  and  unexpectedly  upon  the 
mioert,  but  tbty  had  Mt  work  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before*  At  the  report  of  the  first  piece  which  they  fired^ 
the  piquet  of  the  third  battalion  of  Prussian  guards,  to  the 
nunMr  of  a  hundred  men,  who  marched  out  of  the  camp 
to  snstaia  the  body  which  cofrered  the  works,  was  thrown 
into  some  confusion,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night,  which 
prevented  their  distinguisltii^  the  Austrian  troops  from 
dieir  own.  Lieutenant  Jc^,  detadied  with  two  platoons 
to  reconnoitre  die  enemy,  attempting  to  discover  their  dis^' 
position ''by  kindling  a -fire,  captain  Rodig,  by  the  light  of 
this  fire,  perceived  the  enemy's  situation,  immediately 
farmed  the  design  of  foiling  upcm  th^n  in  flank,  and  gave 
orders  to  Us  men  to  fire  in  platoons,  which  they  performed^ 
IRntuaUy  repeating  the  signal  g^ven  by  their  commanden 
The  enemy  fled-with  the  greater  precipitation,  as  they  were 
ignorant  oiF  the  weakness  of  the  piquet,  and  as  the  shouting 
of  the  Pmssian  soMiers  mnde  them  mistake  it  for  a  numer* 
ous  body*  Mwxy  of  them  deserted,  many  took  shelter  in 
Prague,  and  many^  more  were  driven  into  the  rivet  and 
drowned*  At  the  same  time  this  attack  began,  a  regiment 
of  horse  grenadiers  fell  upon  a  redoubt  which  the  Prussians 
had  thrown  up,  supported  by  the  Hungarian  infantry:  they 
returned  three  times  to  .the  assault,  and  were  as  often  beat 
back  by  the  Prussians,  whom  they  found  it  impossible  to 
dislodge;  though  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick's  battal- 
ion, which  guarded  this  post,^ufiered  extremely*  During 
this  attack  thtt  enemy  kept  an  incessant  fire  with  their  mus- 
k^tty  upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Prussians,  from  tlie  con« 
vent  of  St*  Margaret  to  the  river*  At  three  in  the  morning 
the  Prussians  quitted  their  camp  to  engage  the  enemy* 
The  battidion-  of  Pannewitz  attacked  a  building  called  the 
vedh6«ne,  skuated  at  the  bottom  of  a  declivity  before  Well- 
astowitz*  The  pandours,  who  had  taken  possession  of  this 
house,  fired  upon  them  incessantly  from  all  the  doors  and 
windows  until  they^  were  dislodged ;  and  the  Prussian  bat^ 
taKons  were  obliged  to  sustain  the  fire  both  of  cannon  and 
musketry  for  above  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to 
Vol.  III.  I  i  i 
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the  cit3r,  except  the  paodows,  who  again  took  poaaaancm  <if 
the  redhouse,  which  the  Praasianft  were  famcmito  ahwuhm, 
because  the  artillety  of  Prague  kept  a  cootiBttal  fioe  epoBSt 
from  the  rooment  it  was  known  to  be  in- their  hands.  The 
Austrians  left  behind  themniany  dead  and  wounded,  besides 
deserters;  and  the  Prussians,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
several  officers  and  private  men,  made  some  prisoners.  Prince 
Ferdinand,  the  king  of  Pruasta's  youngest  brother,  had  a 
horse  killed  under  him,  and  was  slig^y  wounded  in  the  fiice, 
$  XXXVIL  The  Prussian  Worics  be^  conflicted, 
wd  heavy  artiHery  arrived,  fcmr  bs^teries  erpcted  on  the 
banks  of  the  Moldaw  began  to  play  with  great  fury.  Near 
three  hundred  bombs,  besides  an  infinity  of  ignited  balk, 
were  thrown  into  the  city  in  the  space  of  twenty-fiMir 
hours.  The  scene  was  laottentabk,  bouses,  men,  and 
horses  wrapped  in  flames,  and  rediteed  to  ashes.  Tlie 
confusion  within,  together  with  the  want  of  proper  artillery^ 
and'  ammunition,  obliged  the  Austriaas  to  cease  firing,  and 
furnished  his  Prussian  majesty  with  all  the  opportunity  he 
coukl  wish  of  pouring  destruction  upon  this  unfortunate 
city#  The  horrors  of  war  seemed  to  have  extingiiished  the 
principles  of  humanity.  No  regard  was  paid  to  the  dis- 
tress of  the  inhabitanu ;  the  Austrtans  obstinately  main- 
tained possession,  and  ihe  Prussians  practised  every  stra- 
tagem, every  barbarous  refinement,  that  constitutes  the 
military  art,  to  oblige  them  to  capitulate.  After  the  con* 
flagration  had  lasted  three  days,  and  consumed  a  prodigious 
number  of  buildings,  the  principal  inhabitants,  burghers, 
and  clergy,  perceiving  tlieir  city  on  the  point  rf  beii^  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  rubl^isb,  besought  the  commander,  in  a 
body,  to  hearken  to  terms ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
pity,  and,  instead  of  being  moved  with  their  supplications, 
drove  out  twelve  thousand  persons,  the  least ,  use&il  in 
defending  the  city.  These,  by  order  of  his  Prassian 
majesty,  virere  again  forced  back,  which  soon  produced  so 
great  a  scarcity  of  provision  within  the  walla,  that  the 
Austrians  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  horse- 
flesh, forty  horses  being  daily  distributed  to  the  troops,  and 
the  same  food  sold  at  four-pence  a  pound  to  the^  inhabitants. 
However,  as  there  still  remained  great  abundance,  of  com, 
they  were  far  from  being  brought  to  .the  last  exttreinii^. 
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l'^«K»'Tigorous  Md  well  coodadted  sallies  were  made,  bnt 
diey*  proved  tmsvtccesaful.  The .  only  advantage  resiiitiiig 
Aom  them,  was  the  perpetual  alarm  in  which  the}E'.lept 
•the  Fmssitti  camp^  and  the  vigilance  required  to  gtod 
iq^amst  die  attacks  of  a  tmaeievoiM^  resolute,  and  desperate 
garrison. 

$  XXXVIII.    Whatever  difficulties   might  have   at- 
tended the  conquest  of  Prague,  certain  it  is,  that  the  affiurs 
«f  the  empress  queen  were  in  the  most  crittcai  and  desperate 
^^tuation.     Her  grand  army  dispersed  in  parties,  and  flying 
for  subsif tence  in  «mrall  norps ;    dieir  princes  and  com» 
snanders  cooped  «p  in  Pn^;ue$  that  capital  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  taken,  the  flouiishing  kingdom  q£  Bohemia 
ready  to  £Edl  ittto  ike  hands  of  the  €onquen>r;  a  consider- 
able army  on  the  point  of  stsTrendering  prisoners  <$l  war^ 
all  the  queen's  herediti^  dominions  open  and  ^esposied, 
the  whole  fintMe  met  of  cSKnstry  from  Egra  to  the  Moldaw 
m-  sgtiMd-yoaaession^  the  Prussians,  the  distance. 40  the 
ardidtttclqr  lof  Austria  ^ot  very  considentble,,  and  secured 
ott^r  t^  the  Danube ;  Vienna  under  the  utmost  apprehen* 
aions  of  a  siege,  and  the  Imperial  fsQiily  reiMly  to  tsdu 
refuge  in  Hongary  1  the  Prussian  foroes  deemed  invincibly 
and  the  sanguine  friends  of  that  ^monarch  already  sharing 
with  him,  in  imaginadon, ,  the  spoils  pf  the  anctent  and 
iUustrious  bouse  of  Austria.    Snch  was  die  aspect  of  affairs, 
and  audi  the  dificulties  to  be  combated,  when  Leopold, 
count  Daun,  was  appcmnted  to  the  command  of  the  Austrian 
forces,  to  stem  the  torrant  of  disgrace,  and  turn  the  fortune 
0i  the   war*     This  fenetal,  tutored  by  long,  experience 
imder  die  best  oficers  of  £uiK3jpe«  and  the  particular  fa- 
vourite of  the  great  KevenfcuUer,  was  now^  for  the  first 
time,  raised  to  act  in  chief,  at  the  head  x>f  w  army,  on 
wUch   depended  the   fate   of   Austria   and   the    empire. 
Bom  of  anoUe  family,  he  relied  solely  M^poti  his  own 
—merit,  widiout  aolicidag  jeoart  favour;    he  spired  after 
the  highest  preferment,  aAd.  succeeded  by  mere  dint  of 
superior  wocth.     His  progress  fmm  ib^  station  of  a  sub« 
idtem  waselow  and  dlent^  his  prompdoo  to  the  chief  com- 
mand was  received  with  «niversal  esteem  and  applause. 
-Cautious,  steady,  penetrating^  and  sagacious,  he  was  opposed 
as  another  i^^ii^  to  4^  modem  Hannibal, to  <:hepk  the  fire  ^ 
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iod  vtgottr  of  thai  inooftrch  bjr  prudwt  forttigbt  mmA  vary 
circiMitpecUoiu  Arriving  at  Boauach^rod,  wthki  a  tmr 
miles  of  Prague,  the  day  after  the  late  ddtat,  httJMteed.aD 
oolkct  the  fugitive  corps  apd  broken  reniriiia  of  the  Aus- 
trian army,  and  sooo  drew  together  a  force  so  considerable 
as  to  attract"  the  notice  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  who 
detached  the  prince  of  BevterU)  with  twenty  battalions,  and 
Aitty  squadrons,  to  attack  him  before  nuoiberB  sfaoidd 
render  him  formidable*  Daun  was  loo  prudeat  to  gine 
batde,  with  dispirited  troops,  to  an  army  flushed  with 
victory.  He  retired  on  the  firot  advice  that  the  Pruasivtt 
were  advancing,  and  took  post  aft  Kdlin,  where  be  intrenehed 
jiimself  strongly,  opened  the  w&y  for  the  daily  eupplx  ^ 
recruits  sent  to  his  army,  and  inspired  the  ganisan  of 
Prague  with  fresh  courage^  in  expectation  of  being  soon 
relieved.  Here  he  kept  close  within  his  oamp,  divided 
the  Priissian  force,  by  oUiging  the  kin^to  eispioy  Hear  half 
his  army  in  watching  his.  designs,  weakentd  Ata  eftdvtf 
against  Prlgue,  harasecd  the  enemy  by  cuHing  off  their 
eonvoy»t  tad  restoned,  by  degrees,  the  languiahhig  and 
ahnost  desf>ondiiig>  spirits  of'  his  troths*  Perfeidy  ac* 
qOatnted  with  the  ardour  and  diaeipline  of  the  Prusaian 
forces,  with  the  enterprising  and  iaspetuous  disf^rion  of 
that  Bmmuxbv  and  sensible  that  his  altua^n  would'  prove 
irksome  and  embarrassing  to  the  en^my,  he  improved  it  to 
tb^  best  advantage,  aeemed  to  foresee  all  Ae  consequences^ 
and  direct^  every  measure  to  produce  them*  ^  Thus  he 
iretarded  the  enemy's  operationa,  and  as^uously  avoided 
firecipitatbg  an  action  until  the  Prussian  vigour  should  be 
exhausted,  their  strength  impaired  by  kisaes  and  desertiom 
fhe  first  fire  and  i^rdour  of  their  geniaa  extingutsbed  by 
continual  fatigue  juid  incessant  alarms,  and  until  the  im« 
pressioQ  made  on  his  own  men,  by  the.  late  defeat,  stuMiId, 
in  some  degree,  be  effaced.  The  event  justified  Daonli 
conduCtf  His^.arniy  grew  every  day  aqiose  numerooa., 
while  his  Pmssikn.majeeq^  beg^i  to  express  the  utmett 
Itspiitience  a(  the  laigth  of  the  siege*  When  tlut  monarsfa 
first  invested  Praguey  it  ws^.on  the  presuniptieii  that  the 
mmiero^s  forces  within  the  walls  woukl^  by  oonsuming.^ 
the  provision^  pUige  it  to  surrrfulfer  in  a  lew  days;  bu| 
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qamtky  of  cium;  that  count  Dmun^t  trmy  wm  daily  m- 
cveaftkigv  s^  wo|ild  soon  be  powerful  enough  not  only  to 
cope  with  the  detackment  under  the  prince  mf  Bevern,  but 
in  a  cotutitton  to  raiae  the  ftiege,  he  determined  to  'give  thc^ 
count  battle  with  one  part  of-  his  army,  while  he  kept 
Prague  blocked  up  wiA  the  other.  The  Austrtans, 
unoundttg  now  to  sixty  thousand  men,  were  deeply  i»» 
tieoched^  and  defended  by  a  numerous  train  of  artillery, 
placed  on  redoubta  and  batteries  erected  on  the  most  ad- 
vantageous posts.  Every  accessible  part  of  the  camp  was 
fiortified  with  Hnes  and  heavy  pieces  of  battering  cannon, 
and  the  foot  of  the  hills  secured  by  difficult  defiles.  Yet, 
strong  as  this  situation  might  appear,  formidable  as  the 
Austrian  forces  certainly  were,  his  Prussian  majesty  un- 
dertook to  dislodge  them  widi  a  body  of  horse  and  foot 
not  esceedittg  Airty-two  thousand  men. 

^  XXXIX.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  the  king 
of  fhrustta  quitted  At  camp  before  Prague,  escorted  by  a 
lew  battiriions  Mid  squadrons,  with  which  he  joined  the 
prince  of  Bevern  at  Mttkowitz.  Mareschal  Keith,  it  is 
said,  strenuously  opposed  this  measure,  and  advised  either 
raising  thb  siege  entkely,  and  attacking  the  Austrians  with 
die  united  fordes  of  Prusna,  or  postponing  the  attack  on 
the  camp  at  Kolin,-  until  his  majesty  should  either  gain  pos* 
session  of  Ae  city,  or  some  attempts  should  be  made  to 
<^ge  liim  to  quit  his  posts.  From  either  measure  an  ad- 
vantage woiild  have  resulted.  With  his  whole  army  he 
miglit  probably  have  defeated  count  Daun,  or  at  least  have 
obliged  him  to-retreat.  Had  he  continued  within  his  lines 
at  Prague,  the  Austrian  genend  coukl  not  have  constrained 
him  to  raise  the  siege  without  losing  his  own  advantageous 
sttuatioa,  and  -giving  battle  upon  terms  nearly  equal.  But 
the  king,  elated  with  success,  impetuous  in  his  valour,  and 
confident  of  the  superiority  of  his  own  troops  in  point  of 
discipline,  thought  adl  resistance  must  sink  under  the  weight 
of  his  victorious  arm,  ancf  yield  to  that  courage  which  had 
already  surmounted  such  difficulties,  disregarded  the  mare- 
schal's  sage  counsel,  and  marched  up  to  the  attack  un- 
daunted, and  even  assured  of  success.  By  the  eighteenth 
the.  two  armies  were  in  sight,  and  his  majesty  found  diat 
count  Paun  had  not  only  fortified  his  camp  with  all  the 
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heavy  cannon  of  Olmutz,  but  was  strongly  retnlbfcaS  iAth 
troops  from  Moravia  and  Austria,  whi^h  had  joined  him 
after  the  kin^s  departure  from  Prague.     He  found  Ae 
*  Austrians  drawn  up  in  three  lines  upon  die  high  grouncfe 
between  Genlitz  and  St.  John  the  Baptists     Dtffieult  as  k 
was^  to   approach   their   situation,   the   Prussian  infantx^f 
marched  up  with  firmness,  while  shot  was  poured  like  hail 
from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  began  the  attack  about  threie 
in  the  afternoon.     They  drove  the  Austrians  with  irre- 
sistible intrepidity  from  two  eminences  secured  wUti  heavy 
•cannon,  and  two  villages  defended  by  several  battalions; 
but,  in'  attacking  the  third  eminence,  were  flanked  by  the 
Austrian  cavalry,  by  grape  shot  p^mred  from  thjc  batteries ; 
.  and,  after  a  violent  conflict,  and  prodigious  loss  of  men, 
thrown  into  disorder.     Animated  with  the  king's  presuice, 
they  rallied,  and  returned  with  double  ardour  to  the  riiarg«, 
but  were  a  second  time  repulsed.     Seven  times  successively 
did  prince  Ferdinand  renew  the  attack,  performing  every 
duty  of  a  great  general  and  valiant  soldier,  though  sAways 
with  the  same  fortutie.     The  inferiority  of  Ae  Prussian 
infantry,  the  disadvantages  of  ground,  where  the  cavalry 
could  not  act,  the  advantageous  situation  of  the  enemy^ 
their   numenous    artillerj',   their  intre»ehments,   numbers, 
and  <^stifiacy,  joined  to   the  skill  and  conduct  of  their 
general,  all  conspired  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  the  Pn|ssians, 
to  surmount  their  valour,  and  oblige  them  to  retreat.      The 
king  then  made  a  last  and  furidus  effort,  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry,  on  the  enemy's  left  wing,  but  with  as  litde  success 
as  all  the  former  attacks.     Every  effort  was  made,  and 
ev^y  attempt  was  productive  only  of  greater  losses  and 
misfortunes.      At  last,  after  exposing  his  person  in  the  most 
perilous  situations,  his  Prussian  majesty  drew  off  his  forces 
from  the   field  of  buttle,  retiring  in  such  good  order,  in 
«lght  of  the  enemy,  as  prevented  a  pursuit,  or  the  loss'  of 
his  artillery  and  baggage*      Almost  all  the  offictrs  on  cither 
side    distinguished    themselves;' and   count   Daun,  whose 
conduct  emulated  that  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  received 
two  slight  wounds,  and  had  a  horsekiiled  under  lum.    The 
losses  of  both  armies  were  very  considerable :  on  that  of 
the'  Prussians,  the  killed  and  wounded  timouirted  to  eight 
(houssuid ;  less  pernicious,  however,  to  his  majesty'is  cause 
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tbim  ^  fSrequent  dcaertions,  and  other  hiniraie^le  ill  con- 
geqamces  that  enaued. 

$  XL.  When  the  Prussian  army  arrived  at  Niinbuirgby 
hU  majesty,  leaving  the  command  \vith  the  prince  of  Se- 
vern, took  horse,  and  escorted  by  twelve  or  fourteen  hus- 
sars, set  out  for  Prague,  where  he  arrived  next  morning 
Without  halting,  after  having  been  the  whole  preceding  day 
on  horseback.  Immediately  be  gave  orders  for  sending 
off  all  his  artiller>s  ammunition  and  baggage  ;  these  were 
executed  with  so  much  expedition,  that  the  tents  were 
struck,  and  the  army  on  their  march,  before  the  garrison 
were  informed  of  the  king^s  defeat*  Thus  terminated  the 
battle  cf  Kolin  and  siege  of  Prague,  in  which  the  acknow- 
leged  errors  of  his  Prussian  majesty  were,  in  some  mea- 
sure^ atoned  by  the  candour  with  which  he  owned  his  mi^-> 
take,  both  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  mareschal,^  and  in  conver<» 
i&ation  with  several  of  his  general  officers.  Most  people, 
indeed,  imagined  the  king  highly  blamable  for  checking 
^e  ardour  of  his  troops  to  stop  and  lay  siege  to  Prague* 
They  thought  he  should  have  pursued  his  conquest^,  over- 
run Austria,  Moravia,  and  all  the  hereditary  dominions, 
from  which  alone  the  empress  queen  could  draw  speedy 
succours.  A  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men 
would  have  blocked  up  Prague,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
Prussian  forces  might  have  obliged  the  Imperial  family  to 
retire  from  Vienha,  and  effectually  prevented  count  Daun 
front  assembling  another  army.     It  was  universally  expect- 

y  "The  Imperial  grenadiers,*'  sAys  he,  **nre  an  admirable  corps;  one 
Kcmdred  eompaiiies  defended  a  rising  ground,  which  luy  best  infantrv  couM  not 
carry.  Ferdinand  who  coranianded  them,  returned  seven  times  to  the  charge  ; 
but  to  DO  p«a*po«e.  At  first  he  mastered  a  battery,  but  coidd  not  liold  it.  The 
enemy  hail  the  advantage  of  a  numerous  and  well-served  artillery.  It  did  honour 
to  Licntenstein,  who  hwi  the  ^direction.  Only  the  Prussian  array  can  dispute  it 
with  him.  My  infautry  were  too  few.  All  my  cavalry  were  present,  and  idle 
spectators,  excepting  a  bold  push  by  uvy  household  troops,  and  some  dragoons. 
Ferdinand  attacked  without  powder :  the  enemy,  in  return,  were'  not  sparing  of 
their's.  They  liad  the  advantage  of  a  rising  ground^  of  intrenchment8,aud  of  a 
prodigious  artilleiy.  Several  of  my  regiments  were  repulsed  by  their  musketry'. 
Henry  pertbrmed  wonders,  I  trembie  for  my  woi*thy  brotliers ;  they  are  too 
brave.  Fortune  turned  her  back  on  me  this  day.  1  ought  to  have  expected 
it ;  she  is  a  female,  and  1  am  no  gallant  In  fact,  I  ought  to  have  had  more  infan- 
try* Success,  my  dear  lord,  often  occasions  destructive  confidence.  'I'wenty-four 
battalions  were  not  sufficient  to  dislodge  sixty  thousand  men  from  an  advantageous 
pott.  Another  time  we  will  do  better.  What  say  you  of  this  league,  which  has  only 
the  marquis  of  Brandenburgh  for  it«  objoct  ?  'The  great  elector  would  be  sur- 
prised to  see  his  grandson  at  war  with  the  KussJans,  the  Austnaus,  abnost  all  Ger- 
xtamrf  and  a  hundred  thousand  French  aus^iliaries.  I  know  not  whether  it  would 
be  disgrace  iu  me  to  submit,  but  I  aiu  sure  there  will  be  no  glory  in  vanquishing 
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ed  he  would  have  bent  his  march  straighf  to  tUs  cafiitai; 
but  he  dreaded  leaving  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  be«* 
hind,  and  it  was  of  great  importance  to  complete  the  con- 
quest of.  Bcrfiemia.  The  prince  of  Prussia  marched  aH 
night  with  his  corps  to  Nimburgh,  where  he  joined  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  and  mareschal  Keith  retreated  next  day. 
Count  Brown  having  died  before,  of  the  wounds  he  received 
on  the  sixth  of  May,  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  saUied  out 
with  a  large  body  of  Austrians,  and  attacked  the  rear  ot  die 
Prussians ;  but  did  no  further  mischief  than  killing  about 
two  hundred  of  their  men.  The  siege  of  Prague  being 
thus  raised,  the  imprisoned  Austrians  received  their 
deliverer,  count  Daun,  with  inexpressible  joy,  and  their 
united  forces  became  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  king 
of  Prussia,  who  was  in  a  short  time  obliged  to  evacuate 
Bohemia,  and  take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Austrians 
harassed  him  as  much  as  possible  in  his  retreat ;  I  but 
their  armies,  though  superior  in  numbers,  were  not  in 
a  condition,  from  their  late  sufferings,  to  make  any  decisive 
attempt  upon  him,  as  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  abound  with 
situations  easily  defended.  . 

$  XLI.  Having  thus  described  the  progress  of  the 
Prussians  in  Bohemia,  we  must  cast  our  eyes  on  the  trans- 
actions which  distinguished  the  campaign  in  Westphalia. 
To  guard  against  the  storm  which  menaced  Hanover  in  par- 
ticular, orders  were  transmitted  thither  to  recruit  the  troops 
that  had  been  sent  back  from  England,  to  augment  each 
company,  to  remount  the  cavalry  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion ;  not  to  suffer  any  horses  to  be  conveyed  out  of  the 
electorate ;  to  furnish  the  magazines  in  that  country  with 
all  things  necessary  for  fifty  thousand  men.  Of  these 
twenty-six  thousand  were  to  be  Hanoverians,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  engagements  entered  into  for  that  purpose, 
twelve  thousand  Hessians,  six  thousand  Brunswickers,  two 
thousand  Saxe  Gothans,  and  a  thousand  Lunenburghers, 
to  be  joined  by  a  considerable  body  of  Prussians,  the 
whole  commanded  by  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland. .The  king  of  England  having  published  a  mani- 
festo, dated  at  Hanover,  specifying  his  motives  for  taking 
the  field  in  Westphalia,  the  troops  of  the  confederated 
states  that  were  to  compose  the  allied  army,  under  the  name 
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of  »a  wny  of  obtervation,  begfin  to  assemble  wkh  all 
poa^bk  diligence  near  Bielefeldt.  Thither  the  generals, 
aiqKHpted  to  command  the  several  divisions,  repaired,  to 
settle  the  fJan  of  operations  with  their  commander,  the ' 
duke  of  Cumberland,  who,  having  left  London  on  the 
nmth  of  April,  arrived  on  the  sixteenth  at  Hanover,  and~ 
from  thence  repaired  to  the  army,  which,  having  been  joined 
by  three  Prussian  regiments  that  retired  from  Wesel, 
consisted  *  of  thirty-seven  battalions  and  thirty-f^ur 
squadrons*  Of  these,  six  battalions  and  six  squadrons  ^ 
were  posted  at  Bielefeldt,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant general  baron  de  Sporcken;  six  battalions  under 
lieutenant  general  de  Block,  at  Hervorden  ;  six  battalions 
and  four  squadrons,  under  major  general  Ledebour,  be- 
tweetf  Hervorden  and  Mitiden ;  seven  battalions  and  ten 
squadrons,  under  lit^utenant  general  d'Oberg  in  the  neigh- 
bQ\irhood  of  Hamelen ;  and  five  battalions  and  four  squa- 
drons, under  major  general  de  Hauss,  near  Nienburgh. 
The  headquarters  of  his  royal  highness  were  at  Bielefeldt. 

$  XL II.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  on  the  Lower 
Rhine  continued  filing  off  incessantly.  The  siege  of 
Gueldres  was  converted  into  a  blockade,  occasioned  by 
the  difficulties  the  enemy  found  in  raising  batteries  ;  and  a 
party  of  Hanoverians  having  passed  the  Weser,  as  well  to 
ravage  the  country  of  Paderboum  as  to  reconnoitre  the 
French,  carried  off  several  wagons  loaded  with  wheat  and 
oats,  destined  for  the  territories  of  the  elector  of  Cologn, 
On  the  other  hand,  colonel  Fischer  having  had  an  engage* 
ment  with  a  small  body  of  Hanoverians,  in  the  county  of 
Mecklenburgh,  routed  them,  and  made  some  prisoners. 
After  several  other  petty  skirmishes  between  the  French 
and  the  Hanoverians,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  altered  the 
position  of  his  camp,  by  placing  it  between  Bielefeldt  and 
Hervorden,  in  hopes  of  frustrating  the  design  of  the  enemy ; 
who,  declining  to  attack  him  on  the  side  of  Bracwede, 
after  having  reconnoitred  his  situation  several  days,  made 
a  motion  on  their  left,  as  if  they  meant  to  get  between  him 
and  the  Weser.  This  step  was  no  sooner  taken,  than,  on 
the  thirteenth  of  Jane  in  the  afternoon,  having  received 
advice  that  the  enemy  had  caused  a  large  body  of  trbops, 
followed  by  a  second,  to  march  on  his  right  to  Burghotte,^ 
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be  otdcred  his  army  to  maiPch  that  evetttog  lowar^d  Hef* 
▼ordcn ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  major  general  Hardenbei^ 
marched  with  four  battadions  of  grenadiers,  and  a  regji* 
ment  of  horse,  to  reinforce  that  post.  Count  Schulenbei^g 
covered  the  left  of  the  march  with  a  battalion  of  grena^ 
diers,  a  regiment  of  horse,  and  the  light  troops  of  Buke* 
burgh.  The  whole  army  marched  in  two  columns.  The 
right  composed  of  horse,  and  followed  by  two  battalions, 
fo  cover  their  passage  through  the  enclosures  and  defiles, 
passed  by  the  right  of  Bielefeldt ;  and  the  left  consisting  of 
infantry,  marched  by  the  left  of  the  same  town*  The  van- 
guard of  the  French  army  attacked  the  rearguard  of  the 
allies,  commanded  by  major  general  Einsiedel,  very  briskly, 
and  at  first  put  thrm  into  some  confusion,  but  they  imme- 
diately recovered  themselves.  This  was  in  the  beginning 
of  die  night.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy V  reinforcement 
returned  to  the  charge,  but  were  again  repulsed,  nor  could 
they  once  break  through  lieutenant  colonel  Alfedt's  Hano- 
verian guards,  which  closed  the  army's  march  with  a  de- 
tachment of  regular  troops,  and  anew  raised  corps  of  hunters. 
$  XLIII.  The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldt  the  fourteenth^ 
and  remained  there  all  the  next  day,  when  the  enemy's 
detachments  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Hervorden,  and  made 
a  feint  as  if  they*  would  attack  the  town,  after  having  sum- 
moned it  to  surrender ;  but  thev  ^tired  without  attempting 
any  thing  further;  in  the  mean  time,  the  troops  that  were 
posted  at  Hervorden,  and  formed  the  rearguard,  passed  the 
Weser  on  the  side  of  Remen,  t^hhout  any  molestation,  and 
encamped  at  Holtzuysen.  A  body  of  troops  which  had 
been  left  at  Bielefeldt,  to  cover  the  duke's  retreat,  after  some 
skirmishes  with  the  French,  rejoined  the  army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Herfort;  and  a  few  days  after,  his  royal  high- 
ness drew  near  his  bridges  on  the  Weser,  and  sent  over  his 
artillery^  haggage,  and  ammunition.  At  the  same. time  some 
fletachments  passed  the  river  on  the  right,  betweei^  Minden 
and  Oldendorp,  and  marked  out  a  new  camp  advantageously 
fiti^ated,  having  the  Weser  in  front,  and  the  right  and  left 
covered  with  eminences  and  marshes.  There  the  army  un* 
der  his  royal  highness  reassembled,  and  the  French  fixed 
^cir  headquarters  at  Bielefeldt,  which  the  Hanoverians  had 
quitted,  leaving  in  it  only  a  part  of  a  magaaJnc,  which  had 
l^en  set  on  fire^     By  this  tinie  the  Frei\ch  were  in  such 
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ilraftt  ot  fiorage,  that  M.  d^Etrees  kimsdf,  the  princes  of  the 
bloody  and  aU  the  eficers  without  exception,  were  obliged 
to  send  back  part  of  their  horses.  However,  on  the  tenth 
of  June  their  whole  army,  consisting  of,  seventy  battalions 
and  forty  squadrons,  with  fifty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  besides 
a  body  of  cavalry  left  at  Ruremonde  for  the  conveniency  of 
forage,  was  put  in  motion*  In  spite  of  almost  impassable 
forests,  famine,  and  every  other  obstacle  that  could  be 
thrown  in  their  way  by  a  vigilant  and  experienced  general, 
they  at  length  surmounted  all  difficulties,  and  advanced  into 
a  country  abounding  with  plenQr,  and  unused  to  the  ravages 
of  was.  It  was  imagined  that  the  passage  of  the  Weser, 
which  defends  Hanover  from  foreign  attacks^  would  have 
been  vigorously  opposed  by  the  army  of  the  allies;  but 
whether,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it  was  thought 
adirittaUe  to  act  only  upon  the  defensive,  and  not  to  begin 
the  attack  in  a  country  that  was  not  concerned  as  a  principal 
In  thrwar,  or  the  duke  of  Cumberland  found  himself  too 
weak  to  make  head  against  the  enemy,  is  a  question  We 
shaU  not  pretend  to  determine.  However  that  may  have 
been,  the  whole  French  army  passed  the  Weser  on  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  of  July,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  man- 
ner of  ^fleeting  this  passage  is  thus  related :— mareschal 
d'Etrfes,  being  inlbraied  that  his  magazines  of  provisions 
were  well  furnished,  his  ovens  established,  and  the  artillery 
wbA  pontoons  arrived  at  the  destined  plaee^  ordered  lieu- 
tenant general  Broglio,  with  ten  battalions,  twelve  squadrons, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  to  Engheren ;  lieutenant 
general  M.  de  Chevcrt,  with  sixteen  battalions,  three  bri- 
gades of  carabiileers,  the  royal  hupters,  and  six  hundred 
hussars,  to  march  to  Hervorden,  and  lieutenant  general 
marquis  d'Armentiere^,  with  twelve  battalions,  and  ten 
squiKlronsy  to  march  to  Ulrickhausen.  All  these  troops 
being  arrived  in  their  camp  on  the  fourth  of  July,  halted  the 
tfth.  Qn  the  sixth,  twenty-two  battalions,  and  thirty-two 
squadrons,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who 
wad  now  arrived  at  the  army,  marched  to  Ulrickhausen, 
from  whence  M.  d'Armentieres  had  set  out  early  in  the 
morning,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  by  hasty 
marches  got  on  the  seventh,  by  eleven  at  night,  to  Blanken- 
hoven,  where  he  found  the  boats  whi<ih  had  gone  from 
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Ahrensberg.  The  bridges  were  built,  the  cannon  ptanlecl, 
and  the  intrenchments  at  the  head  of  tbe  bridges  completed 
in  the  night  between  the  seventh  and  eighdi.  The  mare- 
schal  having  sent  away  part  of  his  baggage  from  Bielefeldt 
on  the  sixth,  went  in  person  on  the  seventh  at  eleven  o'clock 
to  Horn,  and  on  the  eighth  to  Braket*  On  advice  that  M. 
d^  Armentieres  had  thrown  his  bridges  across  without  oppo- 
sition, and  was  at  work  ^n  his  intrenchments,  he  went  oti 
the  ninth  to  Blankenoven,  to  see  the  bridges  and  intrench- 
ments ;  and  afterwards  advanced  to  examine  the  first  posi- 
tion he  intended  for  this  army,  and  came  down  to  the  right 
side  of  the  Weser  to  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  where  he  forded 
the  river,  with  the  princes  of  the  bloody  and  their  attendants* 
On  the  tenth  in  the  morning  he  got  on  horseback  by  fonr 
o'clock,  to  see  the  duke  of  Orleans's  division  file  off,  which 
arrived  at  Corvey  at  ten  o'clock ;  as  also  that  of  M.  d' Armen- 
tieres,  which  arrived  at  eleven,  and  that  of  M.  Souvre, 
which  arrived  at  noon.  The  mareschal  having  exsuntned 
the  course  of  the  river,  caused  the  bridges  of  pontoons  to  be 
laid  within  gunshot  of  the  abbey,  where  the  viscoui^  de 
Turenne  passed  that  river  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  where  the  divisions  under 
Broglio  and  Chevert  now  passed  it  on  the  twelfth ^and  thir- 
teenth. These  two  generals  being  informed  of  what  was  to 
be  done  upon  the  Upper  Weser,  attacked  Minden,  and  car- 
ried it  whilst  a  detachment  of  the  French  entered  the  cocqi- 
try  of  East  Friesland,  under  the  command  of  the  marqub 
d' Auvel :  and,  after  taking  possession  of  Lier,  marched  on 
the  right  of  the  Ems  to  Embden,  the  only  seaport  the  king 
of  Prussia  had,  which  at  first  seemed  determined  to  make 
a  defence ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  not  agreed  upon  the 
methods  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose.  They,  therefore,  met 
to  deliberate,  but  in  the  mean  time,  their  gates  being  shut, 
M.  d' Auvel  caused  some  c^non  to  be  brought  to^beat  them 
down ;  and  the  garrison,  composed  of  four  hundred  Prus- 
sians, not  being  strong  enough  to  defend  the  town,  the 
soldiers  mutinied  against  their  officers,  whereupon  a  capi- 
tulation was  agreed  on,  and  the  gates  were  opened  to 'the 
French  coihmander,  who  made  his  troops  enter  with  a  great 
deal  of  order,  assured  the  magistrates  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  make  them  observe  a  good  discipline,   and  pub- 
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lished  two  ordtnaftces,  one  for  the  security  of  the  religion 
aad  commerce  of  ibt  city,  and  the  other  for  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  com  and  forage  out  of  that  principality* 
The  inhabitants  were,  however,  obliged  to  take  an  oath  of 
alkgtance  to  the  French  king« 

■  $  XLIV.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  the 
French,  after  having  laid  part  of  At  electorate  of  Hanover 
under  contribution,  marched  in  three  columns,  with  their 
artillery,  towards  the  village  of  Latford,  when  major  gene- 
ral Fustenburgh,  who  commanded  the  outposts  in  the 
village,  sent  an  officer  to  inform  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
of  their  approach.  His  royal  highness  immediately  rein- 
forced those  posts  with  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  general  ^^porcken ;  but  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  support  the  village  as  it  was  commanded  by  the 
heights  opposite  to  it,  which  were  possessed  by  the  enemy, 
and  being  sensible  that  it  would  be  always  in  his  power  to 
retake  it*  from  its  situation  in  a  bottom  between  two  hills, 
he  withdrew  his  post  from  Latford.  The  French  then 
made"  two  attacks,  one  at  the  point  of  the  wood,  and  th6 
otbar  higher  up  in  the  same  wood,  opposite  to  the  grena- 
dier commanded  by  major  general  Hf^*denberg,  but  they 
tkiUd  in  both ;  and  though  the  fire  of  their  artillery  was 
very  hot,  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  French  army^ 
encamping  on  the  heists  opposite  to  the  duke  o£  Cumber- 
land's posts,  the  intelligence  received,  that  M.d'Etrees  had 
asaemibled  all  his  troops,  and  was  furnished  with  a  very 
consideraUe  train  of  artillery^  left  his  royal  highness  no 
room  to  doubt  of  his  intending  to  attac|(  him.  He  there- 
fore,, resolved  to  change  his  camp  for  a  more  advantageous 
situation,  by  drawing  up  his  a^my  on  the  eminence  between 
the  Weser  and  the  woods,  leaving  the  Hamelen  river  on 
his  right,  the  village  of  Hastenbeck  in  his  front,  and  his 
left  close  to  the  wood,  at  the  point  of  which  his  royal  high- 
ness had  a  battery  of  twelve  pounders  and  howitzers. 
There  was  a  hollow  way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the 
battery,  and  a  morass  on  the  other  side  of  Hastenbeck  to 
his  right.  Major  general  Schulenberg,  with  the  hunters, 
and  two  battalions  of  grenadiers^  was  posted  in  the  comer 
of  the  wood  upon  the  left  of  the  battery ;  his  royal  high- 
ness ordered  the  village  of  Hastenbeck  to  be  cleared  to  his 
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front,  to  prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  die  enemy  ta 
keep  possession  of  it,  and  the  ways  by  which  the  allies  had 
a  communication  with  that  viltage  during  their  encamp- 
ment to  be  rendered  impassable*  In  the  evening  he 
withdrew  all  his  outposts,  and  in  this  position  die  army 
lay  upon  their  arms  aH  night.  On  the  •  twenty-fifth, 
in  the  morning,  the  French  army  marched  forwards  in 
columns,  and  began  to  cannonade  the  allies  very  severdy, 
marching  and  countermarching  continually,  smd  seeming 
to  intend  three  attacks,  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  the  cen- 
tre. In  the  evening  their  artillery  appeared  much  supe^ 
rior  to  that  of  the  allies.  *  The  army  was  again  ordered  to 
lie  all  night  on  their  arms;  his  royal  highness  caused  a 
battery  at  the  end  of  the  wood  to  be  repaired  ?  coumt 
Schulenberg  to  be  reinforced  with  a  battalion  of  grena* 
diers,  and  two  fieldpieces  of  cannon ;  and  that  battery  to 
be  also  supported  by  four'  more  battalions  of  grenadiers 
under  the  command  of  major  general  Hardenberg.  He 
likewise  taused  a  battery  to  be  erected  of  twelve  six 
pounders,  behind  the  village  'Hastenbeck,  and  to6k  all 
the  precautions  he  could  think  of  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm 
reception.  As  soon  as  it  was  daylight^  he  mounted  oil 
horseback  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy,  whom 
he  found  in  the  same  situation  as  the  day  before.  *  At  a 
little  after  five  a  very  smart  cannonading  began  against 
the  battery  behind  the  village,  which  was  supported  by  tile 
Hessian  infantry  and  cavalry,  who  stood  a  most  severe  *re 
with  surprising  steadiness  and  resolution.  Between  seven 
and  eight  the  firing  of  small  arms  beg;an  on  the  left  of  the 
allies,  when  his  royal  highness  ordered  major  general  Behr, 
with  three  battalions  of  Brunswick,  to  sustain  the  grena- 
diers in  the  wood,  if  their  assistance  should  be  wanted. 
The  cannonading  continued  above  six  hours,  during  whidi 
the  troops,  that  were  exposed  to  it,  never  once  abated  of 
their  firmness.  The  fire  of  the  small  arma  on  the  left 
increasing,  and  the  French  deeming  to  gain  ground,  his 
royal  highness  detached  the  colonels  Darkenhausen  atid 
Bredenbach^  with  thr^e  Hanoverian  battalions  and  six 
squadrons,  round  the  wood  by  Afferde,  who,  towards  the 
close  of  the  day,  drove  several  squadrons  of  the  enemy 
l)ack  to  their  army,  without  giving  them  any  opportun/ty 


tflt  ohftrg^     At  Ifoglh  the  grenadiers  ki  the  wood  uppte^ 
kensive  of  being  surrounded,  frdm  ihn  great  numbers  of 
the  enemy  that  appeared  there,  and  were  marching  round 
on  that  aide,  diough  they  ifepulaed  every  thmg  dwt  appear^ 
ed  in  their  front,  thought  it  adrtsable  to  retire  iiearer  thef 
left  of  the  army,  a.  motion  which  gave  the  enetay  an  oppor- 
tunity of  posaetoing  themselves  of  that  battery  without 
(^position.      Here    the   hereditary  prince   of  Brunswick 
distinguished  himself  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  Wc^en- 
buuel  guards,  and  another  of  Hanoverians,  who  attacked 
and  repulsed,  with  their  bayonets,  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.     But  the  French  being  in 
possession  of  an  eminence  which  commanded  and  flanked 
both  the  lines  of  the  infantry  and  the.  battery  of  the  allies, 
and  where  they  were  able  to  support  their  attack  under  the 
cover  of  a  hill,  his  royal  highness,  considering  the  superior, 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  near  double  to  his,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  dislodging  them  £tx>m  their  post,  n^ithout  exposing 
his  own  troops  too  much,  ordered  a  retreat;  in  consequence 
of  which  his  army  retired,  first  to  Hamelen,  where  he  left  a 
garrison,  then  to  Nienbur^,  smd  afterwards  to  Hoya;  in 
die  neighbourhood  of  which  towil,  after  sending  away  all 
the  magazines,  sick,  and  wojonded,  he  encamped,  in  order 
to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  to  preserve  a  com  muni-' 
cation  with  £^UKie,  to  which  {dace  the  archives^  and  most 
valuable  effects  of  Hanover  had  been  removed.     In  this 
engagement,  colonel   Bredenback  attacked  four  brigades 
very  strongly  posted,  with  a  battery  of  fourteen  pieces  of 
Gannon,  repulsed,  and  drove  them  down  a  precipice,  and 
took  all  their  artillerj^  and  ammunition  ;  but  preferring  the 
care  of  his  wounded  to  the  glory  of  carrying  away  the 
cannon,  he  brought  off  only  six,  nailing  up  and  destroying 
tfie  rest.   The  loss  of  the  allies  in  all  the  skirmishes^  which 
lasted  three  days,  was  thr^e  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
|nen   killed,  nine  hundred  and  seven  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  missing,  or  taken  prisoners;  whilst 
that   of  the    French^  according  to   their   own   accounts, 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  men. 

$  XLV.  The  French,  being  left  masters  of  the  field, 
soon  reduced  Hamelen,  which  was  fur  from  being  well  for- 
tified, obliged  the  garrison  to  capitulate^  and  took  out  of 
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the  town  six^  brass  rjBwwni  several  mortars,  forty  ovens, 
part  of  the  equipage  of  the  duke's  army,  and  large  qusnti* 
ties  of  provisions,  and  ammunition,  which- diey  found  in  it 
togedier  with  a  great  many  sick  and  wounded,  who  not 
being  inchided  in  the  capitubtion,  were  made  prisimers 
of  war.  Whether  the  court  of  France  had  any  reason  to 
find  fiudt  with  the  conduct  of  the  mareschal  d'Etrees,  or 
whedier  its  monarch  was  blindly  guided  by  the  counsels  of 
his  favourite,  the  marquis  de  Pompadour,  who,  desirous  to 
testify  her  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had  been  one  of  the 
chief  instruments  of  her  hig^  promotion,  was  gbd  of  an 
opportunity  to  retrieve  his  shattered  fortunes,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  add  to  her  own  already  immense  treasures, 
we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  though  the  event  seems 
plainly  to  speak  the  last.  Even  at  the  time,  no  compari- 
son was  made  between  the  military  skill  of  the  mareschal 
d'Etrees,  and  of  the  duke  de  Richelieu;  but,  however 
that  may  have  been,  this  last,  who,  if  he  had  not  shone  in 
die  character  of  a  soldier,  excelled  ^  all,  or  at  least  most  of 
his  contemporaries  in  the  more  refined  arts  of  a  courtier, 
was,  just  before  the  battle  we  have  been  speaking  of, 
appointed  to  supersede  the  former  in  the  command  of  the 
French  army  in  Lower  Saxony,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
sixt^  of  August,  with  the  tide  of  mareschal  of  France ;  and 
M.  d'Etrees  immediately  resigned  the  command. 

$  XL VI.  Immediately  after  the  batde  of.  Hastenbeck, 
the  French  sent  a  detachment  of  four  thousand  men  to  lay 
under  contribution  the  countries  of  Hanover  and  Bruns* 
wick  Wolfenbuttel,  as  well  as  the  dutcbies  of  Bremen  and 
Verden ;  and  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  new  comr 
mander,  the  duke  de  Chevreuse  was  detached  with  two 
thousand  men  to  take  possession  of  Hanover  itself,  with 
the  title  of  governor  of  that  city.  He  accordingly  marched 
thither;  and  upon  his  arrival  the  Hanoverian  garrison  was 
disarmed,  and  left  at  liberty  to  retire  where  they  pleased. 
About  the  same  time  M.  de  Contades,  with  a  detachment 
from  the  French  army,  was  sent  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  territories  of  Hesse  Cassel,  where  he  found  no  oppo- 
sition. He  was  met  at  Warberg  by  that  prince's  master 
of  the  horse,  who  declared,  that  they  were  ready  to  fumidi 
the  French  army  f^ith  all  the  succours  the  country  could 


/ 
afford:  ao4  accordiai^y  the  magktrates  of  Cass^l  presented 
him  with  di^  keys  as  soon  as  Ke  entered  their  city.  Got- 
tingen  was  ordered  by  M.  d^Armentieres  to  prepare  for 
him  vi&in  a  Kmited  time,  upon  pain  of  military  execution, 
four  thousand  pounds  of  white  bread,  two  thousand  bushels 
of  oats,  a  greater  quantity  Ihan  could  be  foupd  in  the  whole 
country,  a  hundred  k>ads  of  hay,  and  other  provisions. 

§  XL VII.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  remained  encamp- 
ed in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hoya  till  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August,  when,  upon  advice  that  the  enemy  had  laid  two 
bridges  over  the  AUer  in  the  night,  and  had  passed  that 
river  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  he  ordered  his  army  to 
march,  to  secure  the  important  post  and  passage  of  Rothen- 
bourg,  lest  they  should  attempt  to  march  round  on  his  left. 
He  encamped  that  night  at  Hansen,  having  detached  lieu- 
tenant general  Oberg,  with  eight  battalions  and  six  squadrons, 
to  Ottersberg,  to  liirhich  place  he  marched  next  day,  and 
encamped  behind  the  Wummer,  in  a  very  strong  situation, 
between  Ottersberg  and  Rothenbourg.  The  French  took 
possession  of  Verden  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  and 
one  of  their  detachments  went  on  the  twenty-ninth  to  Bre- 
men, where  the  gates  were  immediately  opened  to  them. 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now  closely  pressed  on  all  sides, 
and  in  dangei*  of  having  his  communics^ion  with  Stadt  cut 
off,  which  the  enemy  was  endeavouring  to  effect,  by  seizing 
upon  all  the  posts  round  him,  found  it  necessary  to  decamp 
agiin;  to  abandon  Rothenbourg,  of  which  the  French  imme- 
diately took  possession ;  to  retreat  to  Selsingen,  where  his 
headquarters  were,  on  the  first  of  September ;  and  from 
thence,  on  the  third  of  the  same  month,  to  retire  under  the 
cannon  of  Stade.  Here  it  was  imagined  that  his  {^tny  would 
have  been  able  to  maintain  their  ground  betweejn  the  Aller 
and  thc^  Elbe,  till  the  severityof  tha  seasoiv  should  put  an 
end  to  the  campaign.  Accordingly,  his  royal  highness,  . 
upon  his  taking  this  position,  sent  a  detachment  of  his  forces 
to  Buck  Schantz,  with  some  artillery,  and  orders  to  defend 
that  place  to  the  utmost;  but  as  it  could  not  possibly  have 
held  out  many  days,  and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemiped 
him  in  on  all  sides,  by  making  themselves  masters  of  a  little 
fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Zwinga,  would  have  cut  off 
l^s  communication  with  the  Elbe,  so  that  four  English  men 
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of  war,  then  in  that  river,  could  have  been  of  no^  service  to 
htm,  he  was  forced  to  accept  of  a  n^ediation  offered  by  the 
king  of  Denmark,  by  his  minister  the  count  de  Lynar,  and 
to  sign  the  famous  convention  of  Closter-Seven,'  by  which 


z  This  remarkable  eapitulation,  which  we  shall  g^ive  here  at  lull  length,  on 
'  aeeoant  of  the  dispates  that  arose  ^ortl^  after,  eoneemuig  what  the  French 
called  an  infraction  of  it,  vat  to  the  following  effect :  **  His  majet^  the  king  of 
Denmark,  touched  with  the  distresses  of  the  countries  of  Bremen  and  Verden, 
to  whieh  he  has  always  granted  his  special  protection ;  and  being  desirous,  by 
preventing  thc^  countries  from  bein^  any  longer  the  theatre  of  war,  to  spare  aho 
the  effusion  of  blood  in  the  armies  which  are  r^y  to  dispute  the  possesrion  there- 
of; hath  employed  his  mediation  by  the  ministry  of  the  count  de  Lynar.  Uis  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand,  general  of  the  army  oT  the  allies,  on  the  one  part, 
and  his  exeellency  themareschal  dukede  Riehdien,  general  of  the  king  of  France's 
forces  in  Germany,  on  the  other,  have,  in  consideration  of  the  intervention  of 
his  Danish  majestj^,  respectively  engaged  their  word  of  honour  to  the  count  de 
Lynar,  to  abide  by  the  convention  hereafter  stipulated ;  and  he,  the  count  deLynar,  ' 
correspondently  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  king  his  master's  intention,  ebUges 
himsdf  to  procure  the  piarantee  mentioned  in  the  present  ccmventkm  ;  so  that  it 
shall  be  sent  to  him,  with  his  full  powers,  which  there  was  no  time  to  make  out, 
in  the  circumstances  which  hurried  his  depaitnre. 

Article  1.  Hostilities  shall  cease  on  both  sides  withip  twenty -four  hours,  en* 
sooner,  if  possible.  Orders  for  this  pur[>ose  shall  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
detached  corps. 

U.  The  auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Cumberiand,  namely, 
those  of  Hesse,  Brunswick,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  even  those  of  the  count  de  la  Lippe 
Buokbonrgc,  shall  be  sent  home  ;  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  settle  )iartioulaHy 
their  march  to  the  respective  countries,  a  general  officer  of  each  nation  shall  be 
sent  from  tlie  army  of  the  allies,  with  whom  shall  be  settled  the  route  of  thone 
trooits,  the  divisions  they  shall  march  in,  their  subsistence  on  their  march,  and 
their  i^assports  to  be  ^nted  them  by  his  excellency  the  duke  de  Richelieu  to  go 
to  their  own  countries,  where  they  shall  be  pbiced  and  distributed  as  shall  be 
Agreed  upon  between  the  court  of  France  ami  their  respective  sovereigns. 

111.  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand  obliges  himself  tq  pass  the 
Elbe,  with  such  part  of  his  army  as  he  shall  not  be  able  to  place  in  the  cit^  of 
Stade  :  that  the  part  of  his  forces  which  shall  enter  into  garrison  hi  the  said  city, 
and  which  it  is  supposed  may  amount  to  between  four  and  six  thousand  men,  shall 
remain  there  under  the  guarantee  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmark,  without 
committing  any  act  of  hostility  j  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  ^all  they  be  exposed  to 
any  from  the  French  troops,  In  consequence  thereof,  commissaries,  named  on 
each  side*  shall  agree  upon  the  limits  to  be  fixed  round  that  place,  for  the  con« 
▼e^ency  of  the  garrison ;  m  hich  limits  shall  not  extend  beyond  half  a  league,  or  a 
league,  from  the  pl^ce,  accorfling  to  the  nature  of  the  gronnd  or  circumstances, 
which  shall  be  fairly  settled  by  the  commissaries.  The  rest  of  the  Hanoverian 
mraiy  shall  go  ^nd  tak?  quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  Elbe ;  and.  to  fiicilitate 
the  march  of  those  troops,  his  excellency  the  duke  de  Richelieu  shall  concert 
with  a  general  officer,  sent  from  the  Hanoverian  ainny,  the  route  they  shall  take  : 
obliging  liimself  to  giv^  jLhe  necessary  passports  and  security  for  the  free  passage 
of  them,  and  their  baggage,  to  the  places  of  their  destination  ;  his  ro^al  highness 
the  duke  of  CumberTand  reserving  to  himself  the  liberty  of  negotiating  between 
the  two  courts  for  an  extentiion  of  those  quarters.  As  to  the  French  troths,  they 
shall  remain  in  the  rest  of  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  aud  Verden,  tiH  the  definitive 
l«conciliation  of  the  two  sovereigns. 

IV.^  As  the  aforesaid  arjLiclcs  ai-e  to  be  executed  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Hano- 
Terian  armv,  and  the  corps  which  aredetavhed  from  it,  particulariy  that  which  is 
at  Buck  Sphantz,  and  the  neighbourhood,  shall  retire  under  Stade  in  the  space  of 
eight-and-fbrty  hours.  The  French  army  shall  not  pass  the  river  Oste,  in  ihe 
dutcjiy  of  Bremen,  till  ^the  limits  1}e  i*egulate(l-  it  shall,  besides,  keep  all  the 
posts  and  countries  of  which  it  is  in  possession  ;  and,  not  to  retard  the  regulation 
of  the  limits  between  the  armies ;  commissaries  diall  be  nominated  and  sent  on 
the  tenth  instant  to  Bremen^  orden,  by  his  i*oya|  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberr 
land,  and  his  excellency  the  luareschal  dtikc  de  Richelieu,  to  regulate,  as  well  th^ 
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thirty-eight  thousand  Hanoverians  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  were  dispersed  into  different  quarters  of  cantonments 

limits  to  be  assigned  to  the  French  armj,  u  those  thiyt  are  to  be  observed  by  the 
garrison  at  Stade,  aeeording  to  art.  IIL 

y.  All  the  aforesaid  aryeles  shall  be  fidlhfallj  executed  according  to  their 
form  and  tenor,  and  under  the  fiuth  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  DenmaVl^s  guaran- 
tee, which  the  count  de  l^nar,  his  minister,  engages  to  procure. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  Cflosler-Seven,  Sept  8, 1757. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM. 

SEPARATE  AflTICLES. 

UPON  the  repTMentation  made  by  th^  count  de  L3mar,  with  a  view  to 
explain  some  dispositions  made  by  the  present  conretition,  the  following  articles 
have  been  added: 

I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  exeelleney  the  maretehal  duke  de  Richelieu,  that 
the  allied  troops  of  his  nrjral  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand  shall  be  sent  back 
to  their  respective  countries,  according  to  the  form  mentioned  in  the  second  arti- 
cle i  and  that  as  to  their  separation  and  distribution  in  the  country,  it  shall  be 
regulated  between  the  oourts,  those  troops  not  being  considered  as  prisoners  of 
w*r. 

I^.  It  havingbeen  represented  that  the  country  of  Lanenberg  cannot  accommoi- 
date  more  than  fifteen  battalions  and  six  squadrons,  and  thai  the  city  of  Stade  can- 
not abaolutely  contain  the  garrison  of  six  thousand  men  alloted  to  it,  his  excellen- 
ejt  the  marescbal  duke  de  Richelieu,  being  pressed  by  M.  de  Lynar,  who  support- 
ed ikh  representation  br  the  guarantee  m  his  Danish  majesty,  gives  his  consent ; 
and  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand  eneages  to  cause  fifteen  battalions 
and  six  squadrons  to  pass  the  Elbe,  and  the  vvhole  body  of  hunters^  and  the 
remaining  ten  battalions  and  twenty-eight  squadrons  shall  be  placed  in  the  town  of 
Stade,  and  the  places  nearest  to  it  that  are  within  the  line,  which  shall  be  marked 
by  posts  from  the  mouth  of  the  Liche  in  the  Elbe,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Elmerbeck 
'^k  tae  river  Qste ;  provided  always,  that  the  said  ten  battalions  and  twenty-eight 
squadrons  shall  be  Quartered  there  as  they  are  at  the  time  of  signing  this  conven- 
tion, and  shaH  not  be  recruited  under  any  pretext,-  or  augmented  in  any  case  ; 
and  this  cbuse  is  particulariy  guaranteed  by  the  count  deLynar  in  the  name  of 
kis  Danish  majesty. 

III.  Upon  the  representation  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand, 
that  the  army  and  the  detached  corps  cannot  both  retire  under  Stade  in  eight- 
and^orty  hours,  agreeable  to  the  convention,  his  excellency  the  maresehal  duke 
de  Richelieu  hath  signified,  that  he  will  grant  them  proper  tiine,  provided  th.e 
eorps  encamped  at  Buck  Schantz,  as  well  as  the  army  encamped  at  Bremen- 
woi^en,  begin  their  marcL  to  retire  in  four-and-twenty  hours  aftet  signing  the 
convention.  The  time  necessary  for  other  arrkneements,  and  the  execution  of 
the  articles,  •onceming  the  respective  limits  shall  be  settled  between  lieutenant 
seneral  Spor^en,  and  the  marquii  de  ViUemar»  first  H^uteiuuit  general  of  tj^e 
King^s  army. 

'  Done,  fcc. 
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conduct  of  the' allied  army.  §  III.  Russian  feet  blocks 
tip  the  Prussian  ports  in  the  Baltic.  $  IV.  Russians 
take  Memel.  §  V.  Declaration  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
on  that  occasion.  $  VI.  Army  of  the  empire  raised 
with  difficulty.  §  VII.  The  Austrians  take  Gabel.  ^  Vllf. 
And  destroy  Zittau.  $  IX.  Tfie  prince  of  Prussia 
leaves  the  army.  $  X.  Communication  between  England 
and  Ostend  broke  off.  Guetdres  capitulates.  $  XI« 
Skirmishes  between  the  Prussians  and  Austrians.  And 
between  the  Prussians  and  Russians.  $  XII.  Mare- 
schal  Lehwald  attacks  the  Russians  in  their  intrench- 
ments  near  Norkitten.  §  XIII.  Hasty  retreat  of  the 
Russians  out  of  Prussia.  §  XIV.  French  and  Imperial- 
ists take  Gotha.  $  XV.  Action  between  the  Prussians 
and  Austrians  near  Goerlitz.  §  XVI.  The  French, 
oblige  Prince  Ferdinand  to  retire.  §  XVlI.  Berlin  laid 
under  contribution  by  the  Austrians :  and  Leipzig  sub- 
jected to  military  execution  by  the  Prussians.  $  XVIII. 
Battle  of  Rosbach.  $  XIX.  The  Austrians  take  Schweid- 
nitz  ;  and  defeat  the  Prince  of  Bevern  near  Breslaw^ 
$  XX.  Mareschal  Keith  lays  Bohemia  under  contribu- 
tion. King  of  Prussia  defeats  the  Austrians  at  Lissa; 
retakes  Breslaw  and  Schweidnitz^  and  becomes  master  of 
all  Silesia.  §  XXI.  Hostilities  of  the  Swedes  in  Pome- 
rania.  §  XXII.  Mareschal  Lehwald  forces  the  Swedes 
to  retire.  §  XXIII.  Memorial  presented  to  the  Dutch 
by  Col.  Torkcy  relative  to  Ostend  and  Nieuport.  §  XXIV. 
King  of  Prussians  letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
His  Britannic  Majesty^s   declaration.     §    XXV.    Dis- 


t7S7.  OiSORGB  n.  453 

putes  concerning'  the  convention  ofClo^er»Seven*  f  XXVI, 
Progress  of  the  Hanoverian  armt/.  §  XXVIL  Death  oj 
the  ^een  of  Poland.  Transactions^  at  sea.  $  XXVIII. 
Fate  of  Captain  Death.  $  XXIX.  Session  opened. 
$  XXX.  Supplies  granted.  §  XXXI.  Funds  for  rais* 
ing  the  supplies.  §  XXXII.  Message  from  the  King  to 
tlie  House  of  Commons.  §  XXXIII.  Second  treaty  with 
the  King  of  Prussia.  $  XXXIV.  Bill  for  fortifying 
•  JUilford  Haven.  Regulations  with  respect  to  corn. 
5  XXXV.  Bills  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen^  and  for 
explaining  the  militia  act.  §  XXXVL  Act  for  repairing 
London  Bridge.  $  XXXVII.  Act  for  ascertaining  the 
fucdifcation  of  voting.  $  XXXVIII.  Bill  for  more 
V  effectually  manning  the  navy.  $  XXXIX.  Amendments 
in  the  Habeas  Corpus  act.  §  XL.  Scheme  in  favour  of 
the  Foundling  Hospital.  $  XLI.  Proceedings  relative 
to  the  African  Company.  $  XLII.  Session  closed. 
%  XLIII.  Vigorous  preparations  for  war.  Death  of  the 
Prhicess  Caroline.  §  XHV.  Sea  engagement  off  Cape 
Francois.  Remarkable  success  of  Captain  Forest.  §  XL  V. 
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/ 
%  I.  THE  Hai^overians  being  now  quite  subdued, 
and  the  whole  force  of  the  French  let  loose  agauist  the 
king  of  Prussia  by  this  treaty,  mareschal  Richelieu  imnie- 
^isttety  ordered  lieutenant  general  Berchini  to  march  with 
idl  possible  elcpedition,  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
to  join  the  prince  de  Soubise :  the  gens-dWmes,  and  other 
troops  that  were  in  the  landgraviate  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
received  the  same  order  ;  and  sixty  battalions  of  foot,  and 
the  greatest  pan  of  the  horse  belonging  to  the  French  army, 
>fere  directed  to  attack  the  Prussian  territories.  Mareschal 
Richelieu  himself  arrived  at  Brunswick  on  the  fifteenth  of 
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September ;  and  having,  in  a  few  days  after,  assembled  a 
hundred,  and  ten  battalions,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  squa- 
drons, with  a,  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  near  Wolfenbuttd, 
he  entered  the  king  of  Prussia's  dominions  with  his  army 
on  the  37th,  28th,  and  29th  of  the  same  month,  in  three 
columns,  which  penetrated  into  Halberstadt  and  Braaden- 
burgh,  plundering  the  towns,  exacting  contributions^  and 
committing  many  enormities,  at  which  their  general  is  said 
to  have  connived.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land returned  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  11th 
of  October,  and  shortly  after  resigned  all  his  military 
commands. 

$  II.  Had  the  allied  army,  after  the  battle  of  Hasten- 
beck,  marched  directly  to  the  Leine,  as  it  might  easily  have 
done,  and  then  taken  post  on  the  other  side  of  Wolfenbut- 
tel,  Halberstadt,  and  Magdebourg,  it  might  have  waited 
securely  under  the  cannon  of  the  latter  place  for  the  junc-- 
tion  of  the  Prussian  forces ;  instead  of  which,  they  injudi- 
ciously turned  off  to  the  Lower  JVeser,  retiring  successively 
from  Hamelen  to  Nienburgh,  Verden,  Rothenburgh,  Buxt- 
ehude,  and  lastly  to  Stade,  where,  for  want  of  subsistence 
and  elbow  room,  the  troops  were  all  made  prisoners  of  war 
at  large.    They  made  a  march  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
to  be  cooped  up  in  a  nook,  instead  of  taking  the  other  route, 
which  was  only  about  a  hundred  miles,  and  would  have  led 
them  to  a  place  of  safety.     By  this  unaccountable  conduct, 
the  king  of  Prussia  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  assistance 
of  near  forty  thousand  good  troops,  which,  in  the  close  of  - 
the  campaign,  might  have  put  him  upon  an  equality  with 
the  French  and  the  army  of  the  empire ;  but  also  exposed 
to,  and  actually  invaded  by,  his  numerous  enemies  on  all 
sides,  insomuch  that  his  situation  becaine  now  moro  dan- 
gerous than   ever;  and  the   fate  which  seemed  to  have 
threatened  the  empress  a  few  months  before,  through  his 
means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  against  himself.    His 
ruin  was  predicted,  nor  could  human  prudence  foresee  how 
he  might  be  extricated  from  his  complicated  distress  ;  for, 
besides  the  invasion  of  his  territories  by  the  French  imder 
the  duke  de  Richelieu,  the  Russians,  who  had  made  for  a 
long  time  a  dilatory  march,  and  seemed  uncertain  of  their 
own  resolutions,  all  at  once  quickened  their  motions,  and 
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entered  ducal  Prussia  under  mareschal  ApVaxin  and  general 
Fermor,  marking  their  progress  hy  every  inhumanity  that 
unbridled  cruelty,  lust,  and  rapine  can  be  imagined  capable 
of  committing*  A  large  body  of  Austrians  .entered  Silesia, 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  Breslau :  then,  turning  back,  they 
hud  siege  to  the  important  fortress  of  Schweidnitz,  the  key 
of  that  country,  A  second  body  entered  Lusatia,  another 
quarter  of  the  Prussian  territories,  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  Zittau.  Twenty-two  thousand  Swedes  penetra- 
ted int6  Prussian-  Pomerania,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam 
and  D^mmin,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribu- 
tion* The  army  of  the  empire,  reinforced  by  that  of  prince 
Soubise,  after  many  delays,  was  at  last  in  full  march  to  enter 
Saxony ;  and  this  motion  left  the  Austrians  at  liberty  to 
turn  the  greatest  part  of  their  forces  to  the  reduction  of 
Silesia.  An  Austrian  general,  penetrating  through  Lusatia, 
passed  by  the  Prussian  armies,  and  suddenly  presenting 
himself  before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country 
under  contribution ;  and  though  he  retired  on  the  approach 
of  a  body  of  Prussians,  yet  he  still  found  means  to  interrupt 
the  communication  of  these  last  with  Silesia*  The  Prus- 
sians, it  is  true,  exerted  themselves  bravely  on  all  sides, 
and  their  enemies  fled  before  them ;  but  whilst  one  body 
was  pursuing,  another  gained  upon  them  in  some  other  part* 
The  winter  approached,  their  strength  decayed,  and  their 
adversaries  multiplied  daily.  Their  king  harassed,  and 
almost  spent  with  incessant  fatigue  both  of  body  and  of 
mind,  was  in  a  manner  excluded  from  the  empire.  The 
greatest  part  of  his  dominions  were  either  taken  from  him, 
or  laid  under  contribution,  and  possessed  by  his  enemies ; 
who  collected  the  public  revenues,  fattened  on  the  contribu- 
tions, and  with  the  riches  which  they  drew  from  the  electo- 
rate of  Hanover,  and  other  conquests,  defrayed  the  expen- 
ses of  the  war ;  and  by  the  convention  of  Closter  Seven  he 
was.  deprived  of  his  allies,  and  left  without'  kny  assistance 
whatever,  excepting  what  the  British  parliament  might 
think  fit  to  supply.  How  different  is  this  picture  from  that 
which  the  king  of  Prussia  exhibited  when  he  took  arms  to 
enter  Saxony !  But,  in  order  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  these 
events,  of  the  situation  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  and  of  the 
steps  he  took  to  defeat  the  designs  of  his  antagonists,  and 
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'  extricate  himself  from  his  gre^t  and  numeroiiB  distf^^aci^,  it 
will  be  proper  now  to  take  a  view  of  the  several  tr^nsactioiia 
of  his  enemies,  as  well  during  his  stay  in  Bohemia,  9$  firom 
the  time  of  his  leaviiig  it,  down  to  that  which  we.  are  po^ 
Speaking  of. 

$  III.  Whilst  the  king  of  Prussia  was  in  Bo^icmia,  ]the 
empress  of  Russia  ordered  notice  to  be  give^  to  all  majSters 
of  ships,  that  if  any  of  them  were  found  assisting  the  Prus* 
sians,  by  the  transportation  of  troops,  artillery,  and  ammu* 
nition,  they  should  be  condemned  as  legal  prizes :  ^d  l>er 
fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  men  of  war  and  frigates,  with  t^o 
bombketches,  was  sent  to  block  up  the  Prussian  ports  in  th^. 
Baltic,  where  it  took  several  ships  of  that  nation,  whictt 
were  employed  in  carrying  provisions  and  mer^handi^ 
from  one  port  to  another.  One  of  these  ships  of  war  apr 
pearing  before  Memel,  a  town  of  Poland,  but  subject  tQ  Pn|g- 
•ia,  the  commandant  sent  an  officer  to  the  captain,  to  kno^ 
whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy ;  to  which  inter- 
rogation the  Russian  captain  replied,  that,  noCwiths^andipg 
the  dispositions  of  the  empress  of  both  the  Russias  werci 
sufficiently  known,  yet  he  would  further  explain  them,  l?y 
declaring  that  his  orders,  and  those  of  the  other  Russiaii 
commanders,  were,  in  conformity  tp  the  laws  of  war,  to 
seize  on  all  the  Prussian  vessels  they  met  with  on  their  crui^^ 
Upon  which  the  commandant  of  Mtmel  immediately  gav^ 
orders  for  pointing  the  cannon  to  fire  upon  all  Russian  shjpa 
that  should  approach  that  place. 

$  IV.  The  land  forces  of  the  Russians  had  now  lin- 
gered on  their  march  upwards  c^  six  months;  and  it  waa 
pretty  generally  doubted,  by  those  who  were  supposed  to 
have  the  best  intelligence,  whether  they  cvcar  were  really 
designed  to  pass  into  the  Prussian  territories,  not  only  on 
account  of  their  long  stay  on  the  borders  of  Lithaimia,  bat 
also  because  several  of  their  Cossacks  had  been  severely 
punished  for  plundering  the  wagons  of  some  Prussia;n  pea- 
sants upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland,  and  the  damage  of 
the  peasants  compensated  with  money,  though  genei^l 
Apraxin's  army  was  at  the  same  time  greatly  disU^essj^fHy 
the  want  of  provis'^ons ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  they  quickened 
their  motions,  and  showed  they  were,  in  earnest,  determined 
to  accomplish  the  ruin  of  Prussia.     Their  firslt  act  qf  hos* 


tili^mms  4ie  attaid;  of -Mtnel,  nAfeh  -stmroBder^  i/^tmLy by 
the  itttifliK  ofp»pitiilat{Gnft,  it  Was  agretd,  ^at  the  garrison 
shdolfl  fW»t€br<mi  with  aU- the  faoaonn  of  vmr,  after  having 
engaged  not;; to  serve  against  ibc  empreas^  or^any  i^.:faer 
allies,  fort  the  space  of  one  y^v* 

^  V.  His  Prussian  majesty^  jtultly  foreaeeihg  the  g^at 
eoormities  that  were  tabeexpeotefci  fpefm.  these  lavage -ene- 
mies, v^bo  were  unaccustoiaed  to  oiake  wary  except  upon 
nations  as  barbarous  as.  theaasel^s,  who  ioaked  upon,  war 
only  as  an  opportunity  ftjr  plunder,  and-  every  country 
through  which  tbey  haqipened.io  marcii  as  their's  by  right 
of  conquest,  published  the  £DUowh>g  declamtion  :-«^'^  It  is 
^^  suffici^tly  known,  that  the  king  of  Prussia,  after  the 
^  exampltt  ^f  his  glorious  predecessors^  has,  ever^  since  his 
^  accessiolfcto  the  crown^.Uid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to>seek 
*^  the  frtendehip  of  the  Imperial  court  of  Russia,*  and  culti^ 
*'  vate  i*  by  every  method.  His  Prussian  majesty  hath  had 
^  the  satisfaction  to  live,  for  several  successive  years,  in  title 
^  strictest  harmony  with  the  reigning  empress ;  and  this 
^^  bappy  union  would  be  s^U  subsisting,  if  evil  minded 
*'*'  potentates  had  not  broke  itJby  their  secret  asachinatibns, 
^^  and  cfirried  things  to  stick  a  height,  that  the  ministers  on 
^  both  sides  have  been  recalli^^  and  the  correspondence  bro- 
^'  ken  QJF.  However  melancholy  these  circumstances  might 
"  be  for  the  king,  his  majesty  was  nevertheless,  most  atten* 
"  tive  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might  increase  the  aliena- 
*' tion  of  the  Russiim  court.  He  hath  been  particularly 
"  careful,  during  the  disturbances  'of  the  war  that  i»ow 
**  unhappily  rages,  to  avoid  whatever  mig^t  involve  him  in 
"  a  difference  with  that  court,  notwithstanding  the  great 
^^  grit^vances  he  hath  to  allege  against  at;  and  that  it  wds 
"publicly  known  the  court  of  Vienna  had  at  last  dfawn 
"  diat  of  Russia  into  its  destructive  views,  and  msdd  it 
"  serve  as  an  instrument  for  favouring  the  schemes  of  Aus- 
^*  tria.  His  majesty  hath  given  the  whole  world  iiiccintes- 
**  tible  proofs,  that  he  was  under  ism  indispensible  necessity 
**  of  having  recourse  to  the  measures  he  hath  taken  against 
"the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  who  forced  him  by 
**  their  conduct  to  take  up  arms  for  his  defence.  Yet,  even 
"  since  things  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity,  the  king 
**hath  offered  to  lay  down  his  arms,  if  proper  secutities 
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^  Utmildlir  sNDMd^tf  Mhn.  iii»'fo%wy  htth  tiot«gteck<r 
f^  cd  to  exfbte  the  amtiCM  by  wMiih  iht  IiftpmBt'Mun  of 
f'RtttiitallatkiMeli  ^#ir»tet»  liiJft«Batie«  iW'of^fMke  to^^ 
^  gn^oBft^  feottmefitK^  ahd  wMth^wtimM  es«t«!  tiid  utmou 
*^  indignation  of  that  great  princvM,  if  tfa«'  truth  t6uhi  b# 
^*  ffaictid  bsfon  her  without  dtaguiae^  This  king  did  more  : 
^^he  suggested  to  bet  imperial  ibiajeity  saiflkieM  mcftflt 
*'  cither  CO  exoiMr  bei^  sot  talimg  any  fan  to  the  preMnt 
^^  war^  or  tt»  irold  upon  tho  juavtH  i^unda,  Ute  exectttlofi 
^^  of  those  eagagesnents  wbkh  ^k  coun  ttf<  VfeoM  claitued 
^^  b^  a  tn^Dif0«t  abitte  of  obUfatioQ$«  whaiSh  they  %ittploy«d 
^^  to  paUiate  their  Unlawful  ^iews,  tt  whpUy  liepended 
^  opou  the  empt^s^  of  Bussia  id  ektinguhlb  the  flames  df 
^^  the  wan  without  unsheatbbig  the  iwonif  by  purfeuhig  the 
^  measinnes  sdiggeeted  by  thd  ktog.  Thai  cOhdvMt  would 
^f  hav^  ioomiTtaUzisd  b«r  r^igh  throughout  all  Ewape.  It 
^^  firciuld  have  gaitwd  her  more  laating  glory  thka  eaft  M 
^^  acciuired  by  the  greateat  triampiia*  The  ktftg  6tt^  with 
^^  liegret,  that  all  his  precautions  aad«are  to  nuittitaift  paacV 
*^  with  the  Russian  eutpire  art  fruitless^  und  that  tbtt  intHg^^ei 
^^  o(  J&ii.  *»e«iii?s  have  ptevaUed*  Hid  majesty  abea  all  ffa<! 
*^  craskleratiohs  of  fri^tidship  abd  gobd  neighbouf^^dd  ^tt 
^^  aiiidc  by  tife  Imperial  oDUrt  of  Rueaia)  aa  w^U  aa  th^ 
*^  obaervHnf»  of  its  t^ngagemeiita  with  his  nil^4sty.  Hesaeii 
^^  that  ^ourt  fnarching  its  tniopi  through  tbe  tArfitof tes  of  iC 
**  forteign  power^  and^  contrary  to  the  teifor  of  treaties^  iti 
^^  order  to  attack  th^  Ung  in  hia  doYnimiottS  i  aisd  thUs  takitig 
♦*  pari  in  a  war,  in  which  bb  enemtea  h»re  involved  the 
f^  Russian  emphre.  In  su«i|  cireometanGee,  the  king  batK 
♦*  no  otfaer  pArt.to  t?ifc^^  bat  to  efniploy  the  powef  which 
^*  (Siod  hdith  intrvisted  to  him  in  def^ding  liimself^  pro^ 
^  tetting  his  sUbjeats^  and  repeUtng  etery  unjust  attack, 
^^  His  nibjest^  will  nevdr  loM  tight  of  the  rules  which  ar^ 
^^  observed,  even  in  the  midst  t>f  w^t*,  ttfuong  tiyilraeil 
^^  natiuoB, :  But  if^conti^ary  to  all  hope  and  ^a^ectatioil^ 
^*  tbe«ie  rules  sboold  be  violated  by  thtt  troops  ^  Russia,  if 
^^  they  pominit  in  the  king's  tc^itories  dlsord«f$  atKk  eaceaee^ 
^  disallowed  ^r  the  law  of  ^rteAy  bit  majesty  tamt  not  b^ 
^  blamed  if  he  fiiakee  repriaala  in  Sa^sony ;  fi^d  if,  inst^df 
^  of  f^hat  good  order,  a^iid  rigoroui$  illsitif  ]^}ne  which  hxv^ 
^  hltb^r^  bepn  pbiervad  by  hi«  arUiy  ^voiding  aU  soHoof 
^^  viol^oce,  b9  6Qd9  biiil»«}l  ftitp^d,  contrary  u^  bia  imelina^ 


"^  tifiiw  It  M4br  ihft.pfotliwtt  aM  wibjctift ef  &ta<»7  to  be 
*^  Xf^MA  k^  the  9AfM  iMiMMr  at  his  ciwa  temidriet  sfaaH  bt 
^1  lr^^A4«  Anio  the  rtMy dk king wU aom^publi^ to. tbt 
*^  vlHitW  vprld  the.  futility  of  th«  rfaimM  aUeged  b>r.  ihe 
^  Impi^sU.  court,  of  Auma  lo  lusutify  ii^  nggr^eioii ;  .and  as 
^^  hU  my^sty  <8  forced  upoo  making  hia  d^foocc,.  he^  has 
^".fOPIO  ta  hope,  with  tQQ&deiic«,  that  the  Lprd  of  hosts 
^^  inU  blfiM  his  fightftMa  arms :  thai  he  wjU  disappoint 
*^  the  myuat  ^iterprismof  .bis  enefv^tfli,  and  grant  hiisb  his 
^  p(i^werfiU  ^ssiManco,  to  oiuihk.hiqa  to  fMke  bead  4gaiiitf 
•*thfm." 

%,  Vt,  WhfA  the. king  of  Pr«Msi%  w»3  ptut  uiuier  tho 
ban.  of  the  empire,  the  several  princes  vbo  cx^mpose  tbn 
body.wer^  requinsd  b)r  thedtwte.of  Uie  aiilic  council,  as 
i»e  oh^rved  before^  t^r  fumsh  idioir  respi^aiirs  contii«genta 
^gai^^t  hipu  ThofBe  who  fean^  biM  looked  upon  this  as  » 
\w  9P(¥>rtimty  of  rqduicbig  him ;  and  those  who  stood  a» 
9,w^  of  the  house  of  Aufi^ia  wore,  through  ne«essity,co«-» 
pelU4  tQ  support  tb^t  pgwcrv*  which  they,  dreaded*  Be- 
si4es9  they  Wfcjce  a^custoflsed.  to  the  influence  of  a  faoiilyy 
II)  which  the  empire  had,  for  a  long  timey  bees  ia  a  maQner 
hereditary  i  .and  were  abo  lotifnidAtod  b)Pt  th^  appeara«u:a 
qi  a  conf«9derj|cy»  the  mo^t  formidable,  perhaps,  that  tbo 
world  had  .%sm  s^erv  Yet,  noiwithstaodiiig  aU  this,  the 
^c>otiqgf^p^,  both  Qf  Vism  aivi  money,  were  coUect^d  ^wly  i 
the  trpopji  were  hadty  compost ;  and  many  of  those,  noe 
only  of  the  protestapt  princes^  but  atso  of  the  catholics^ 
shewed  the  .utmost  reluctance  to  9Ct  agaio^t  hie  PruasisA 
ffiaje^ty,  which,  ticked,  Aone  of  them  would  ha%'e  been  able 
tQ  4p»ha4  it  npt  been  for  thie  assistance  of  the  French  iiader 
tj^e, prince  de  Spubiae*  The  elector  pabKtine  lost  ^ve  a 
thousand  im^  by  desertjiOQ.  Four  thpuaaod  of  the  tm^* 
belongiiPg  to  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg  beiu^  delivered  t» 
the  Frepch  i;o«M»issary  pn  the  twenty^-founh  of  Jwe,  wet* 
immediately  reviewed  I  but  the  review  waA  scarcely  fiiiiah* 
ed,.  wbt4>  tWey  began  to  cry  alowl,  that  they  were  9l»ld< 
^1^  fMro^g, thirty  of  tliem  deserted  at  once,  and  wevt 
^ooa^^  foUowed.  by  parties  oftweaty  aad  thirty  each,  who 
(or^ed  thmr  way  through  the  datachmeets  that  guarded  the 
g^tfyi  M  ^Igard,  and  ia  the  eveoing  the  mutiny  becaiiN» 
genemlf     Thfy.  fire^  >ipon  the  ofteei^  in  tbek  banracka^ 


andiet  thetf  gefi^ral  IcnoWy  duit  if  he  (Kd  noS^tftmiedi^tely 
withdraw,  they  woald  put  him  to  ckath.  MtaAwhUe, 
some  of  the  'officers  having  pursued  the  deserters,  brought 
back  a  part  of  thetn  prisoners-,  when  the  rest  of  the  sol- 
diers declared,  that  if  they  wefe  not  ifeiniediately  released, 
they  would  set  fire  to  the  stadthpuse  and  -barracks ;  upon 
whkJi  the  prisoners*  were  set  at  liberty  laie  in  theeveniBg. 
Next  morning  the  s^diers  assembled,  and  having  seisied 
some  of  the  officers,  three  or  foui*  hundred  of  them  march- 
ed o^  of  the  town  at  a  time,  with  the  music  of  the  regi- 
ments playing  before  them  ;  and  in  this  manner  near  three 
Uiousand  of  them  filed  off,  and  the  reitiafaider  were  after- 
wards discharged. 

§  VII.  The  king  of  Prussiw,  upon  his  leaving  Bofae* 
mia,  after  the  battle  of  ^KoKn,  reiirfed  towards  Saxony,  as 
we  observed  before;'  and  having>  sent  his  heavy  artillery 
and  mortars  up  the  Elbe  to  Dresden ;  fixed  his  camp  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  at  Leitmeritz,  where  his  main 
army  was  strongly  intrenched,  whilst  mareschal  Keith,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  encamped  on  the  opposite 
shore  ;  a  free  communication  being  kept  <^n  by  mem)s  of 
a  bridge.  At  the  same  time,  detachments  were  ordered 
to  secure  the  passes  into  Saxony.  As  this  position  of  the 
king  of  Prussia  prevented  the  Austrians  from  being  able 
to  penetrate  into  Saxony  by  the  way  of  the  Elbi^,  they 
moved,  by  slow  marches,  into  the  circle  of  Buntzlau,  and^ 
at  last,  with  a  detachment  commanded  by  the  duke  d'Arem- 
berg  and  M.  Macguire,on  the  eighteenth  of  June  fell  sud* 
denly  upon,  and  took,  the  important  post  at  Gabel,  situated 
between  Boemish  Leypa,  and  Zittau,  after  an  obstinate* 
defence  made  by  the  Prussian  garrison,  under  major 
general  Putkammer,  consisting  of  four  battalions,  who 
Were  obliged  to  surrender  prisoners  of  wan  The  Austrians 
having  by  this  motion  gained  a  march  towards  Lusatia, 
upon  a  corps  which  had  been  detuched  under  the  command 
of  tlie  prince  of  Prussia  to  watch  them,  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty thought  proper  to  leave  Leitmeritz  on  the  twentieth 
in  the  morning,  and  lay  that  night  at  Lickdwitz,  a  village 
opposite  to  Leitmeritz,  of  which  a  battalion  of  his  troops 
still  kept  possession,  whil6  the  resi  of  his  army  remained 
encamped  in  the  plain  before  that  plac^     Next  mommg,  at 
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fei«eak^<iy^'prtrice  Hetiiy  deolmped^  stud  made  so  good  a 
dtftpo§ttVon  for  his  retreat,  that  he  did  not  lose  a  single  man, 
though  he  inarched  in  sight  of  the  whole  body  of  Austrian 
irregulars* '  He  passed  the  jbridge  at  Leitmeritz,  after 
Withdrsfwing  the  battalion  that  was  in  the  town,  and  having 
buhit  the  bridge,  the  whole  army  united,  and  made  a  small 
ttiovemeht  towards  the  passes  of  the  mountains;  the  king 
ihei^  iying  at  Sulowitz,  near  the  field  where  the  battle  t>f 
Lowoscfautz  wias  fought  on  t|ie  first  of  October  of  the  pre-' 
eliding  year.  The  heavy  baggage  was  sent  on  in  the  afters 
noon,  witli  a  proper  escorte ;  and  in  the  morning  of  tlie 
tWeniy-second  the  army  marched  in  two  columns,  and  en^^ 
camjfyed  on  the  high  grounds  at  Lusechitz,  a  little  beyond 
L.enai,  where  k.  halted  the  twenty -third.  No  attack  waa 
firiade  upon  the  rearguard,  though  great  numbers  of  Aus* 
trian  hussars,  and  other  irregulars,  had  appeared  the 
evening  before  within  cannonshot,  of  the  Prussian  camp« 
On  the  twenty-fourth  the  army  marched  to  Nellendorf;  on 
the  twenty-fifth  it  encamped  near  Cotta,  on  the  twenty*sixtb~ 
near  Pima,-  where  it  halted  the  next  day;  and  on  the 
twenty-eighth  it  crossed  the  river  near  that  place,  and  en« 
tered  Lusatia^  where,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  it  encamped 
near  Bautzen. 

$  VI F  I.  The  king's  army  made  this  retreat  with  all  the 
Access  that  could  be  wished;  but  the  corps  under  the 
prince  of  Prussia  had  not  the  same  good  fortune :  for  the 
Austrians,  immediately  softer  their  taking  Gabel,  sent  a 
strong '  detachment  against  Zittau,  a  trading  town  in  the 
tircle  of  Upper  Saxony,  where  the  Prussians  had  large 
magazines,  and  a  garrison  of  six  battalions,  and,  in  his 
flighty  attacked  it  with  uncommon  rage.  Paying  no  regard 
to  the  inhabitants  as  being  friends  or  allies,  but  determined 
to  reduce  the  place  before  the  king  of  Prussia  could  have 
time  to  march  to  its  relief/ they  no  sooner  arrived  before  it, 
than  they  bombarded  and  connonaded  it  with  such  fury, 
that  most  of  the  garrison,  finding  themselves  unable  to 
resist,  made  their  escape,  and  carried  off  as  mlijch  as  they 
could  of  the  magazines,  le«vij:Yg  only  three  or  four  hundred 
inen  in  the  town,  under  colonel  Diricke,  to  hold  it  out  a^ 
long  as  possible ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  till  the  wbcde 
plaoe  was  almost 'd^tl^edi     The  caananadtng  begnn.  on 


iho  iwei^y-ihifd  of  Jvif^  al  «Wv99  iii|»  tlif  iyuM»ip)g»  aiui 
Igaled  tin  five  in  the  <(vening»  In  tHW  sp^e  pf  tjppe  .fo«ei( 
thouftwd  balls,  many  of  them  redbot»vvera  fir^  ii^  %hi% 
«nlartuQa|e  cky  with  so  tiule  intermiMion,  that  i(^  ws^  sqph 
t«t  oa  fire  in  aoveral  places.  In  the  confaaioa  wif^^h.  th# 
tmftagration  pKHlaced,  the  Aa^trigns  entered  the  iqwn, 
and  Uin  tnhabilanta  imagined  that  they  had  tkofk  nothing 
further  to  ieari  and  thai  thteir  friends  the  A^strian4  wiMi 
ftMisi  them  in  extinguishing  the  flames,  and  ^  taring  thf 
plaee :  hot  in  this  particular  their  expecutioDs  were  di^ap^ 
pointed.  The  paiidours  and  aclavonians^  whp  ruahed  m 
with  regular  troopa,  n^ade  n<^  distinction  b^weea  the  Fru»^ 
sians  and  the  inhabitants  of  ZUtuu ;  instep  pf  helpi^  ta 
quench  the  flames,  they  began  to  plunder  the  warehouse 
which. the  fire  had  not  reached;  so  that  all  the  valuable 
ln(^rchandise  they  contained  was  either  carried  off,  or  re-, 
dneed  to  ashes.  Upwards  of  six  hundred  hoi|s«s,  .an4 
almost  all  the  pubUe  buildings,  the  cathedral  of  ^t*.  John 
and  Su  James,  ths  orphan  bouse,  eight  parsonage  hwseftt 
fight  schools,  the  townhonse,  and  every  thing  cQntained  i% 
it,  the  public  weigh  house,  the  prieoo,  the  archive^!  and  aU 
the  other  documents  of  the  town  council,  the  plate,  and 
other  things  of  value,  presented  to  the  town,  fron?^  time  tn 
time,  by  the  emperors,  kings,  and  other  princes  and  noble- 
men, were  entirely  destroyed,  and  more  than  fo^r  hundred 
citi^wns  were  killed  in  this  assaidt*  Of  the  whole  taym 
there  was  kft  standing  only  one  himdred  and  thirty-eight 
houses,  two  churches,  the  council,  library,  and  the  aaltwork- 
The  queen  of  Poland  was  so  affected  hy  this  melan^hoily 
account,  that  she  is  said  to  have  fainted  away  upon  hearing 
k.  As  this  city  belonged  ta  th^ir  friend  the  hing  of 
Poland,  the  Austr ians  thought  pin^per  to  pabliflh  an  excuso 
for  their  conduct,  ascribing  it  entirely  to  the  neceasity 
they  were  under,  and  the  ob«tirvito  delenee  made  by  thie 
Prussian  garriaenk  But  what  ^xeMse$  <}an  aAone  for  wk^ 
faarbarity  ?      . 

$  IX.  The  corps  under  the.  prince  of  Pruasia*.  which 
bad  been  witnesses  to  the  deatruction  of  this  Whatpq^ 
fimtit  WM,  by  the  king's  nMurch  io  QautKef)i«  fortutate^ 
«3Uricaied  Irom  the  dangief  of  being  surrounded  by  t)u$ 
Austthma,  iriiA,  uponiiia  majesety'a  ai^proaeb,  cetimd  fir«m 


Aetr  pbtts  on  the  right*  Sodn  after  this  eVfent^  the  prince 
of  Prutsit^  fiodihg^  his  health  mUcfa  impaii'ed  by  tht  fatigu«« 
of  the  cftmpaign^^  quitted  the  army^  and  returned  to  Berlin* 
In  the  nx«an  time^  mareubal-  Keith,  wh^  had  been  left 
MpoH  the  frontier^  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  itiountains  of 
Bqhemia,  arrived  at  Pima,  having  been  mUch  harassed  m 
bis  march  by  the  enemy's  irregular  trodpsy  bnd  lost  som^ 
wiigl>ns  of  provisions  and  baggage*  After  resting  a  day 
at  Pima,  he  pursued  his  march  through  Dresden  with 
twenty  battalions  and  forty  sqiiddrons,  a)id  encamped  ob 
tht:  right  of  the  Elbe,  before  the  gate  of  the  new  city,  ffom 
whet^ce  he  joined  the  king  between  Bautzen  and  Goerlitz* 
The  Prussian  antiy,  now  reassembled  at  this  place, 
amounted  to  about  sixty  thousand  men,  besides  twelve 
battdlioBs  and  ten  squadrons  which  remained  in  the  famous 
camp  at  Pirna,  unddr  the  ptinoe  of  Anhault  Dessau^  to 
cover  Dresden,  secure  the  gorges  of  the  mountains,  and 
check  the  incursions  of  the  Austrian  irregulars,  with  whom^ 
as  they  ^ere  continually  flying  about  the  skirts  of  the 
Prussian  army.)  as  well  in  their  encampments  ab  oit  their 
inarches,  almost  daily  skirmishes  happened,  with  vlirloua 
success.  Though  some  of  these  encounters  were  very 
bloody,  they  cost  the  Prussians  much  fewer  men  than  they 
lost  by  desertion  since  the  battle  of  Koliai.  The  reason 
teems  obvious  i«^The  Prussian  army  had  been  recruited, 
in  times  of  peace,  from  all  parts  of  Germany :  and  though 
fhisi  way  of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper  in  such  time^, 
yi^  it  cannot  be  expected  to  answer  in  a  state  of  tactual 
war,  especially  an  unfortunate  war :  because  the  fidelity  of 
such  soldiers  can  nei^er  be  so  much  depended  on  as  that  of 
natives,  who  serve  their  natural  sovereign  from  principle, 
tad  not  merely  for  pay,  and  who  must  desert  their  country^ 
dieir  parents,  and  their  fViends^  at  the  same  time  that  they 
desert  their  prince. 

ft  Thh  Wtis  tli€  t*e«i90ii  th«t  ^fc*  publicly  iwrfgncd  Tot  h\H  tlultting  the  htvny : 
%Blt  tk  much  more  probable  one,  whieh  was  only  whii^pered.  seems  to  have  been,i 
(hat  this  prince,  Uian  whom  none  ever  was  tnore  r(>nKa-kUnie  fbi*  humanity  and 
tiMS  social  tirtttes,  disliking  the  violent  proceedin{|;s  of  th^  king;  Iiis  brother,  couM' 
BOt  refrain  from  expottulating  with  him  on  that  iubject ;  uiM>n  vhich  his  majesU', 
iKth  lantth*  Of  el^ftt  ditepprotoation,  told  hrm,  •*  'J'hat  iht  air  of  Berlin  wonld  he 
••  belter  for  hlili  than  that  of  the  camp."  The  prince  accordingly  retired  to^ 
BeriMif  wkerehe  died  soon  after ;  grief  and  concern  for  the  welfalv  wW  brother, 
iM  m  tbtf  8t«|^  UdUa  b)f  aim,  Lamg  no  small  Bhaiae  in  his  death. 
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§  X.    It  will  be  proper  here  to^  take  notice  of  some 
evefits  which  could  not  easily  be  mentioned  before,  without 
breaking  through  the  order  we  have  proposed  to  our8elve$ 
in  the  writing'  of  this  history^-*— The  empress  queen,  more 
imbittered  than  ever  against  tlie  Jcing  of  Prussia  and  his 
allies,  recalled  her  ministers,  count  Coloredo  and  monsieur 
Zohern  from  London,  towards  the  beginning  of  July ;  arid 
about  the  same  time  count  Kaunitz,  great  chancellor  of  the 
empire,  informed  Mr.  Keith,  the  British  minister  at  Vienna, 
that  the  court  of  London,  by  the  succours  it  had  given,  and 
still  continued  to  give,  the  king  of  Prussia,  as  well  as  by 
other  circumstances  relating  to  the  present  state  of  affairs^ 
having  broken  the  solemn  engagements  which  united  this 
crown  with  the  house  df  Austria,  her  majesty,  the  empress 
queen  had  thought  proper  to  recal  her  minister  from  Eng- 
land,  and    consifquently  to  break    off  all  correspondence* 
Mr,  Keith,  in  pursuance  of  this  notice,  set  out  from  Vienna 
on  the  tweuty-ninthi  of  July ;  as  did  also   Mr..  Desrolles, 
his  Britannic  majesty's  minister  at  the  court  of  Brussels, 
from  this  last  place,  about  the  same  time.      On  the  seventh 
of  July,  general  Pisa,  commandant  of  Ostend,    Nieuport, 
and  the  maritime  ports  of  Flanders,  sent  Kis  adjutant  to  the 
English    vice-consul    at    Ostend,    at  six    o'clock    in     the 
morning,  to  tell  him,  that  by  orders  from  his  court  all  com* 
munication  with  England  was  broke  off;  and  desired  the 
vice-consul  to  intimate  to  the  packbtboats  and  British  ship-* 
ping  at  Ostend,  Bruges,  and  Nieuport,  to  depart  in  twett^- 
four  hours,  and  not  to  return  into  any  of  the  ports  of  th« 
empress    queen   till   further   disposition  should   be   made. 
The  reasons  alleged  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  debarring 
the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty  from  the  use  of  these 
ports,  obtained  for  the   house  of  Austria  by  the  arms  and 
treasured  of  Great  Britain,  were,  "  That  her  Imperial  ma- 
>*'  jesty,  the  empress  queen,  could  not,  with  indifference,  see 
**  England,  instead  of  giving  the  succours  due  to  her  by  the 
"  most  solemn  treaties,  enter  into  an  alliance  with  her  enemy 
^'  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  actually  afford  him  all  manner  of 
**  assistance,  assembling  armies  to  oppose  those  which  the 
"  most  christian  king,  her  ally,   had  ^ent  to  her  aid,    and 
"  suffering   privateers    to    exercise    open    violence    in    her 
*^  roads,  under  the  cannon  of  her  ports  and  coasts,  without 


^^  giviftg  ihtt  leMt.  salUfiustioii  or  aavirer  to  the  €<>ai|daints 
*^  made  oo  that  account ;  and  the  king^  ^f  Great  Brkam 
^^  himself,  S|t  tlie^yery  time  she  was  offeriagfaim  a  neutrality 
^  for  Haaorer,  publishmg,  by  a  .mesKage>  to  his  pkrliament, 
'^  that  she  had  formed,  with  the  m^st  chrUdan  kifcig,  daa* 
^^.  gerous  deaigas  agaiiMt  ths^  dectorate :  u  therefore,  her 
**  majesty,  desirous  of  provtdidg  for  the  ''security  of  her 
^^  ports,  judged  it  expedient  to  ^ve  the  foremeiaioned 
'^  orders;  and  at  the  same  tiAie  to  declare,  that  ahe  could 
^^  no  longer  pemiit  a.  free  communication  between  her  sub-^ 
^^  jecta  and  the  English,  wlmh  had  hitherto  been  foctoded 
^*  upon  treaties  thati  Great  Britain  had  without  scruple, 
^  openly  yiolated.V  .  Notwithstanding  these  orders,  the 
English:  packetboats,  with  leUers,  were  allowed  to  pass 
as  usual  to  and  froni  Ostend ;  the  ministers  of  her  Imperial 
majesty  wisdy  considaring  how  good  a  revenue  the  postage 
nf  £nglisb  letters  brings  in  to  the  postoffice  of  the  Austrian 
Netherlands.  Ostend  and  Nieuporty  by  order  of  her 
Imperial  ms^^ty,  received  each  of  them  a  Frenchgarrison ; 
the  former  on  the  nineteenth  of  July^  and  the  latter  the 
'^npxt  day,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Motte,  upon 
whose  artival  the  Austrian  troops  evskcuated  those  plax:es ; 
though  the  empress  queen  still  reserved  tO'  herself^  in  both 
o£  theoH.  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  att  her  rights  of 
sovereignty;  to  which;  purpose  an  oath  was -administered  to 
the  French  commandant  by  her  mi^estyfs  minister  plenipo^ 
tontiary  for  the  government  of  the  Low  Countrie^i  At. the 
same  time,  their  imperial  and  most  chidsluan  majesties 
notified  to  the  magistracy  of  Han>burghj  that  they  mittt 
not  admit  any  English  men  of  war,  or  transports,  into  their 
port,  on  pain  of  having  a  French  garrison  imposed  on 
them.  The  city  of  Gueldres,  which  had  been  bk>cked  up 
b}*-  the  French  ever  since  the  beginning  of  sununer,  was 
forced  by  famine  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August,  amd  the  garrison  marched  out  with  all  the  honours 
of  war,  in  order. to  he  conducted  to  Berlin:  but  so  many 
of  tliem  desented,  that  when  they  passed  by  Cologn,  the 
whole  garrison  consisted  only  of  the  comnuuKiant;  and 
ferty-sevcli  men*  By  the  surr^ftder  of  this  place  the. whole 
xiocintry  lay  open,  to  the.  French  apd  .tiieir  aUies  qima  up^to 
|4agdebourg;  and  the /empress  fiieen  immediatdyrecieived 
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tiro  bimdred  thousand  crowns  from  the  revoiuM  of  CUvea 
and  la  Marck^  i^ne.  . 

4  XL  To  tetom  to  the  affairs  more  imittediately  rela- 
fiog  to  the  Icitig^  of  Prussia.  The  adiraac^d  posts  of  the 
priace  of  Anhault  Dessau  at  Pima  were  attacked,  on  the 
tenth  of  August,  by  a  body  of  hussars^  and  other  irregular 
troops  of  the  Austrians;  but  the  Prussians  soon  obliged 
them  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  seyeral  men  and  two  pieces 
ofcannoliw  On  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  montk,  early  in 
the  raorning,  a  great  number  of  Austrian  pandours  sur* 
rooaded  a  little  town  called  Gotli^be,  in  which  a  Prussian 
garrison  was' quartered,  with  a  design  to  take  it  by  surprise. 
The  .pandours  attacked  it  on'  all  sides,  and  in  the  beginning 
killed  twenty* three  Prussians  and  wounded  ntjany;  but 
the  Prussians  having  rallied,  repulsed  the  assailants  with 
jgreat  loss*  These,  however,  were  but  a  sort  of  preludes 
to  much  more  decisive  actions,  which  happened  soon 
after*  Silesia,  which  had  hitherto  been  undisturbed  this 
ycar^  began  now  to  feel  the  effecu  of  war.  Baron  Jahnus^ 
an  Austrian  colonel,  entering  that  countr}^  with  only  a 
handful  of  men^  made  himself  master  of  Hirschberg,^ 
Waldepberg^  Gottesburg,  Frankenstein,  and  Landshut» 
They  were,  indeed,  but  open  places;  and  he  was  repulsed 
in  an  attempt  upon  3trigau*  On  the  side  of  Franconta  the 
army  of  the  empire  was  assembling  with  all  speed,  under 
the  prince  of  Saxe  Hildburghausen ;  the  French  were 
marching  a  second  army  from  their  interior  provinces  into 
Alsace,  in  order  to  join  the  Imperialists  :  the  ^t  division 
of  their  troops  had  already  entered  the  empire,  and  were 
advanced  as  far  as  Hanau.  The  Swedes  were  now  prepa^ 
|ing,  with  die  utmost  expedition,  to  send  a  numerous  army 
into  Pomerapia ;  and  the  flussians,  who,  since  the  taking  of 
Memel,  had  not  done  the  king  of  Prussia  much  damage, 
besides  that  of  obliging  him  to  keep  an  army  in  Prussia  to 
pppose  them,  and  interrupting  the  trade  of  Konigsberg  by 
their  squadrons,  were  again  advancing  with  hasty  strides 
towards  Prassia,  marking  their  steps  with  horrid  desolauon, 
W\^]d  makvschal  J^hwald,  whp  had  been  left  in  Prussia,  with 
Unarifiy  of  i^^irty  thousand  men»  to  g^rd  that  kingdom  during 
|b^  absence  of  his  inaster,  wks  encamped  n^at^,  Velau,  when 
4bP  ftiwte»th  m  Hip  uumlHir  of  eighty  thousaijd  after  taking 
Mcmel,  f^ivmwi  ^jpiWt  -th*  tcrritorlea  of  tft*  Prussian, 


Usg,  ivboM  mtnfAentow  drew  iqiott  Urn  .^  ittenticm  ef  . 
att  Europe.  In  the  night  between  die  tevtotk  and  eighllk 
of  Aagast,  cdlo^d  MaUchowski,  one.  of  mitesobd  Lth-i 
wrid^  oftcers,  auirohed  to  reooimokre  the  poeitlQii  of  the 
enemyf.  wbsn  a  skirmish  happdaed,  which  liated  near  4twd 
hotirS)  bet^vcen  hit  advanced  ranks  and  a  Ruaaian  detach* 
flMot,  three  times  stronger  than  the  PrOssians* .  The  R^«< 
sians  were  vepaised,  and  fled  into  the  woods,  after  having 
fifty  men  ktHed)  and  a  great  nomber  wounded.  The  Prus« 
sians  lost  but  one  man,  and  had  Courteen  wounded* 

$  XIL  Several  other  Uttle  skirmishes  happened  betmree^ 
straggling  pasties  o£  the  two  armies;  and  the  Rasatana  wenl^. 
on  pUlagii^  and  laying  waste  every  thing  before  diemy 
till  at  length  the  two  armies  approached  one  another  m 
Bfandenbu^  Prittsia.  Mareschal  Lehwrid,  finding  it  im^ 
posaiUe  to  ^Mure  di^Hicbments  from  so  small  a  number  a» 
his  was,  toaapared*  to  ^at  of  the  efiemy^  to  cover  the 
wretched  tnhabitanta  from  the  outrages  conimttt^d  on  them 
by  the  Rnsstttss,  Cossacks,  and  other  barbarians  belongii^ 
ao  tfaam,  judged  it  absolutely  necessary  to  attack  their  main 
amqr;  and  accordingly,  notwithataoding  his  great -disadvan* 
tage  fat  almdat  every  respect,  hei  resolved  to  hazard  a  *hattlo 
en  the  SOthof  August.  -  The  Russians,  coliBistii^,:'a8»wti 
b^Qtre  observed,  of  dgfaty  thousand  regulars,  under:  ^ho 
command  of  mareschal  Apraxin,  avoiding  the  open  SeM, 
were  intrenched  in  a  most  advantageous  camp  near  Nor^ 
kitten  in  Prnssia*  ^  Their  army  was  composed  of  four  lines^ 
each^f  wUch  was  gumrded  by  an  intrenchment,  and  the 
whole  was  defended  by  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon, 
batteries  being  placed  upon  all  the  eminences.  M areachal 
Lehwald's  army  scarcely  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  men« 
The  action  began  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  was  carried 
on  wijeh  so  much  vigour,  that  the  Prussians  entirely  lM*oke 
the  whole  first  line  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  all  their  batte* 
rtes.  The  prince  of  Holstein  Gottorp  brother  to  the  king 
of  Sweden,  at  the  head  of  bis  regiment  of  dragoons,  routed 
the  Russian  cavalry,  and  afterwards  fell  u)>oa  a  regin^eai 
of  grenadiers,  whkh  was  ciit  to  pieces;,  but  when  tjho 
Prussians  came  to  the  second  intrenchment,  marescbal 
Irchwald,  ieetng  that  he  could  not  attempt  to  carry  it  with* 
out  exposing  his  army  too  much,xtook  the  rea^ution  to 
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reMt^r^Vtat  PfuMians  ntuvnea  4o  tMr  .farvifr  OMip  «t. 
VeftiU)  3n<ft  the  Russians  remckifduh  their  present  8ituatk>i»: 
The  loiBs  of  the  Prussiaiuir  'itttle  exeeeditt|p  two  thousand 
kiHfediand  .wounded,  was  hminediatety :  rej^nced  oist  of  the 
distiipdined.  miiitia*  The  Russians  lost  .a  ^mucb-  greater 
mrniber*  '*  Geoefal  Lapuchinr-  was  wounded  and  teAitn  pri- 
sdiyot,  with  a^olonel  of  the.  Russian  artilkif*,  but  die  former: 
was/sebt  hack  en  hisparole*  •  The  Prussiia  army  had,  at 
fiitt,  -made  themselves  maatcffs  of  aboTe  eighty  p^es  €>€* 
cannon,  but  were  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  them,  wkh. 
eteveu  of  their  own^  for  want  of  carriages^  Three'  Russian 
.^eneralswere  killed;  but  the  Prussians  lost  bo  general  or> 
officer  of  distinction,  of  which  rank  count  Dohna  was  the 
only  one  t^at  was  wounded*  •      '  . 

$  Xni.  After  this  engagement  mareschal  Lehwaid 
cdianged  the.  position  of  his  amnyf^lM.  drawing^  r  tcuwatds* 
Peterswald,  mkI  the  RussianSvafiket^reinaH)nigii|«ite  inactive 
till  the  Idth  of  September,  on  a  sudd'env  to  the  gmat  sur« 
prise  of  every  one,  retreated  out  ^of  Prussia  with  suck 
precipitation,  that  they  left  all  their  sick  imd  wotmdedr 
behind  them,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  sistern  tkousaod 
men,  together  with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  aad  a  consider- 
able' patt  of  their  milittiry  stores.  M aresthal  Apraxm 
masked  his  design  by  advancing  ail  his<  irregulars  towards 
the  Prussian  army;  so  that  mareschal  Lekwi^l  was. not 
informed  of  it  till  the  third  day,  when  he  detached  princv 
George  of  HolsCein,  with  ten  thou^nd  horse, 'to  puiaua 
them;  but  with  little  hopes  of  coming  up  with  them,  as 
they  made  forced  marches,  in  order  to  be  the  sooner  in 
their  own'  country.  However,  the  Prussians  took  some  of 
thtm  prisoners,  and  many  stragglers  were  killed*  by  the 
tountry  people  in  their  flight  towards  Tilsit,  which  they 
abandotied,  though  they  still  kept  Memei,  and  shortly  after 
askird  some  new  fortificsuions  to  that  place.  They  made 
their  retreat  id  two  columns,  one  of  which  directed  its 
coarse  towards  Memel ;  whilst  the  other  took  the  nearest 
^aynhrough  the  baiiiwic  of  Abslemen,  and  threw  bridges 
liver  the  nfvter  Jura.  Both  columns  burnt  every  village  they 
^(Wned  through  without  distinction.  The  Prussians  were 
obliged  to  desist  from  the  pursuit  6f  the9e  barbarians^ 
because  the  bridges  thrown  over  the  river  Memel  had  been 
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itestityfsd  by  the  vkAence  of  the  stream.  The  HaMian 
armjr  suffered  greatly  for  want  of  bread,  as  all  the  countries 
irere  mined  through  which  it  passed,  so  that  they  could 
procore  no  sort  of  subsistence  but  herbage  and  rye  bread* 
All  the  roads  were  strewed  with  dead  bodies  of  men  and 
horses.  The  real  cause  of  this  sudden  retreat  is  as  great 
a  mystery  as  the  reason  of  stopping  so  long  the  year 
before  on  the  borders  of  Lithuania ;  though  the  occasion  of 
it  is  said  to  have  been  the  illness  of  the  czarina,  w^o  was 
seized  with  a  kind  of  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  had  made  sopie 
new  regulation  in  ctse  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne,  which 
rendered  it  expedient  that  the  regular  forces  should  be  M 
hand,  to  sapport  the  measures  taken  by  the  govemmeot. 

§  XIV.  The  king  of  Prussia  after  remaining  fo?  some 
time  encamped  between  Bautzen  and  Goerlitz,  removed  his 
headquarters  to  Bernstedel ;  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  August 
his  army  came  in  sight  of  the  Austrian  camp,  and  withm 
cannon  shot  of  it :  upon  which  the  Austrians  struck  their 
seats,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle  before  their  camp* 
The  king  formed  his  army  over  against  them,  and  imme- 
diately went  to  reconnoitre  the  aground  between  the  armies : 
but,  as  it  wnfi  then  late,  he  deferred  the  more  exact  examtn* 
ation  of  that  circumstance  till  the  next  day.  The  two 
armies  continued  under  arms  all  night.  Next  morning  at 
break  of  day,  the  king  found  the  Austrians  encamped  with 
tiieir  right  at  the  river  Weisle ;  the  rest  of  their  army  exr 
tended  along  a  rising  ground,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain 
covered  with  wood,  which  protected  their  left ;  and  before 
their  ft-ont  at  die  bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  they  were 
drawn  up,  was  a  small  brook,  passable  only  in  three  places^ 
and*fdt  no  more  than  four  or  five  men  abreast.  Towards 
the  left  of  their  army  was  an  opening,  where  three  or  four 
battalions  might  have  marched  in  front :  but  behind  it  they 
had  placed  three  lines  of  infantry,  and  on  a  hill  which 
flanked  this  opening,  within  musket  shot,  were  placed  four 
thousand  foot,  with  forty  ot  fifty  pieces  of  cannon :  so  that, 
in  reality,  this  was  the  strongest  part  of  their  camp.  The 
king  left  nothing  undone  to  bring  the  Austrians  to  a  battle; 
but  finding  them  absolutely  bent  on  avoiding  it,  after  lying 
fimr  days  before  them,  he  and  his  army  returned  to  their 
camp  at  Bernstedel.     They  were  followed  by  alome  of  the 
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esemy's  husBtrs  tnd  pmdottn,  who^  Ibvevct,  htti  0«t  4te 
satisfaction  to  take  the  smallest  booty  ia  tUs  reilrtal.  Tbe 
Austrian  army,  which  thus  dedined  ettgagtng^  was,  hy 
their  own  account,  a  hundred  and  tMrty  ^ousiumI  strongi, 
naore  than  double  the  number  of  the  king  of  Pmi^a,  who, 
the  day  he  returned  to  Bemstedel,  after  he  had  retired 
about  two  thousand  yards,  again  drew  up  his  array  in  line 
of  battle,  and  remained  so  upwards  of  an  hour,  but  not  a 
man  stirred  from  the  Austrian  camp.  The  army  of  the 
empire,  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Saxe  HHdburghausen, 
and  that  of  the  French  under  the  prince  de  Soubise, 
making  together  about  fifty  thousand  men,  half  of  which 
were  French,  had  by  this  time  joined,  and  advanced  as  far 
as  ^rfurth  in  Saxony ;  upon  which  his  Prussian  majesty, 
finding  that  sdl  his  endeavours  could  not  bring  the  Aus- 
trians  to  an  engagement,  set  out  from  Lusatia,  accompa- 
nied by  mareschal  Keith,  with  sixteen  battalions  and  forty 
squadrons  of  his  troops,  and  arrived  at  Dresden  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  August,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  army  in  a 
strong  camp,  under  the  prince  of  Bevem.  Witk  this 
detachment,  which,  by  the  ju^tion  of  several  bodies  of 
troops  amounted  to  about  forty  thousand  men,  he  made  a 
^uick  march,  by  the  way  of  Leipzig,  towards  Erfurth,  to 
give  batde  to  the  united  army  of  the  French  and  the  empire^ 
But  by  the  time  he  arrived  at  Erfurth,  which  was  on  the 
fourteenth  of  September,  the  enemy  had  retreated  towarda 
Gotha;  and  upon  his  further  approach,  they  retired  to 
Eyesenach,  where  they  intrenched  themselves  in  a  very 
strong  camp*  His  majesty's  headquarters  were  at  Kirsch- 
laben,  near  Erfurth.  While  the  two  armies  were  thus 
situated^  major  general  Seydelitz,  who  occupied  the  town 
of  Gotha,  being  informed,  on  the  nineteenth,  that  a  l^ge 
body  of  the  enemy  was  conting  towards  him,  and  thlit  it 
consisted  of  two  regiments  of  Austrian  hussars,  one  regi- 
ment of  French  hussars,  and  a  detachment  made  up  of 
French  grenadiers,  troops  of  the  army  of  the  empire,  and  a 
great  number  of  Croats  and  pandours,  retired^  and  posted 
himself  at  Some  distance,  l^e  enemy  immediately  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  castle ;  but  general  Seydelitz^ 
having  been  reinforced,  attacked  the  enemy  with  such 
vigour,  diat  he  soon  obliged  them  to  abandon  their  new 
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cx>iM(iieBt,  txkd  to  fcttre  with  sreat  pvteipitttion ;  a  report 
liaving  been  spread,  that  the  Prussian  army  was  advancing 
against  them,  with  the  king  hi'mself  in  person.  The  Prus- 
sian hussars  took  a  considerable  booty  on  this  occasion,  and 
general  Seydelitx  sent  prisoners  to  the  camp,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  three  majors,  four  lieutenants^  and  sixty-two  soldiers 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  also  about  a  hundred  and  thirty 
killed.  After  this  action  his  Prussian  majesty  advanced 
near  Eyesenach,  with  a  design  to  atuck  the  combined  army ; 
but  they  were  so  strongly  intrenched,  diat  he  found  it  im- 
practicable. His  provisions  falling  short  he  was  obliged 
to  retire  towards  £rfurth,  and  soon  after  to  Naumburgh, 
on  the  river  Sala :  whereupon  the  combined  army  marched, 
and  again  took  possession  of  Gotha,  Erfurth,  and  Wieman : 
which  last  place,  however,  they  soon  after  quitted. 

$  XV.  Upon  the  king  of  Prussia's  leaving  Bemstedel, 
the  Austrians  took  possession  of  it  on  the  sixth  of  Septem^ 
ber,  and  made  prisoners  a  Prussian  battalion  which  had 
%een  left  there.  The  next  day  fifteen  thousand  Austrians 
attacked  two  battalions  of  general  Winterfield's  troops,* 
being  part  of  the  prince  of  Severn's  army,  who  were  posted 
on  a  high  ground  on  the  other  side  of  the  Neiss,  near 
Uennersdbrff,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goerlitz ;  and,  after 
being  repulsed  several  times,  at  last  made  themselves  mas- 
ters of  the  eminence.  The  loss  in  this  action,  was  considr 
erable  on  both  sides,  but  greatest  on  that  of  the  Prussians, 
-not  so  much  by  the  number  of  their  slain,  which  scarcely 
exceeded  that  of  the  Austrians,  as  by  the  death  of  th^ir 
brave  general  Winterfield,  who,  as  he  was  leading  up  sue* 
cours  to  the  battalions  that  were  engaged,  received  a  shot 
from  a  cannon,  of  which  he  died  the  night  following*  The 
generals  Nadasti  and  Cleric!,  count  d'Arberg,  colonel 
Elrickhausen,  and  several  other  persons  of  distinction,  were 
wounded,  and  the  young  count  of  Groesbeck  and  the  mar- 
quis d'Asque  killed,  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians,  who  took 
six  pieces  of  the  Prussian  cannon,  8,ix  pair  of  their  colours, 
and  made  general  Kemeke,  the  count  d'Anhault,  and 
some  other  officers,  prisoners.  After  this  skirmish,  the 
prince  of  Bevem,  with  the  Prussian  army  under  his  com- 
mand, retreated  from  Goerlitz  to  Rothenberg^  then  passed 
die  Queissat  Syget-sdorff,  frpin  whence  he;  marched  t6 
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BootzUiu,  IB  SilesHK  and  on  t)ie  first  of  October^  rtadwd 
Breslau,  without  suffernig  any  loss,  thCmgii  the  mmeroos 
army  of  the  Austrians  followed  htm  for  somedajik  Upoa 
hb  arrival  there,  he  chose  a  very  strong  camp  on  the  oth^ 
side  of  the  Oder,  in  order  to  cover  the  city  of  Bl^slau,  to 
the  fortification  of  which  he  immediately  added  several 
new  works.  Though  neither  side  had  any  very  signal  ad- 
vantage in  this,  engagement,  more  than  that  the  Au^rians 
remained  masters  of  the  field ;  yet  great  rejoicings  were 
made  at  Vienna  on  account  of  it.  Tht  death  of  genera! 
Winterfield  was,  indeed,  an  irreparable  loss  to  his  Prusstan 
majesty,  who  received  at  the  same  time  the  news  ot  this 
misfortune,  and  of  the  Swedes  having  now  actually  begun 
liostilities  in  Pomerania. 

§  XVI.  A  body  of  the  French,  who,  let  loose  against 
the  king  of  Prussia,  by  the  ever  memorable  and  shameful 
convention  of  Closter  Seven,  had  entered  the  territories  of 
Jisdberstadt  and  Magdeburgh,  were  worsted  at  Eglen  by  a 
psuty  of  six  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  couof  * 
Horn,  whom  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  had  detached 
from  a  body  of  troops  with  which  his  Prussian  majesty  had 
sent  him  to  defend  those  countries.  The  Prussians  took 
prisoners  the  count  de  Lusignan,  colonel,  eighteen  other 
French  officers,  and  four  hundred  soldiers,  and  made 
themselves  masters  of  a  considerable  booty  in  baggage,  Sec 
with  the  loss. pf  only  two  nleni  and,  moreover,  a  French 
officer  and  forty  men  were  made  prisoners  at  Halberstndt. 
Upon  this  check  the  French  evacuated  the  country  of  Hal- 
berstadt  for  a  little  while,  but  returning  again  on  the  twenty^ 
ninth  of  September,  with  a  con^ideralile  reinfoi'cement  from 
mareschal  Richelicu^s  army,  which  he  now  could  easily 
spare,  prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Winsleben, 
near  the  city  of  Magdeburgh.  The  dangers  which  had 
been  hitherto  kept  at  a  distance  from  the  Prussian  domin* 
ions,  by  the  surprising  activity  of  their  king,  now  drew 
nearer,  and  menaced  them  on  all  sides.  Mareschal  Riche- 
lieu, with  eighty  battalions  and  a  hundred  squadrons,  en- 
tered the  country  of  Halberstadt,  and  levied  immense 
contribution^} ;  whilst  the  allied  army  of  the  French  and 
Imperialists,!^  being  joined  by  six  thousand  men  under 
general  Laii^bhn,  who  had  defeajtec}  ^.  regiment  of  Prussia© 


1W7*  Bwmoa  a  4^^ 

mnkPf  Mw  SlAirtkf  ttumrhcd  to  Wtflaeafcb,  a  ctfj^in  die 
vwF  cMtr«  of  TimfiMgift.  The  Swedes  had  actualtjr  tttken 
aoiaie  towifa  ttt  Pomenuia)  and  were  advancing  to  be«kr|;e 
Sietki,  and  the  Awmtmhib,  who  h«d  made  themselves  mas- 
ters  of  Ltgmix,  aftd  a  ccmsideiiible  paArc  of  Silesia,  hafd  now 
lud  siege  m  8cbweHfaitt2,  and  were  preparing  to  passehe 
Oder,  in  onder  to  attack  the  prince  of  Bevem  in  his  camp 
near  Breslau.  I»  the  mean  time  they  ini^o  frequent  and 
i^ways  ddstroetive  ineofsibni  into  Bnmdenburgh;  41t>  o^ 
pose  which  his  Prusaian  majesty  oitlered  deUiehments  from 
dl^  his  regiments  in  diose  parts  to  join  die  mHitia  4f  the' 
country,  and  sent  die  .prince  of  Anhault  Dessau  fttim 
Leipzig,  widi  a  body  of  ten  chpitsand  men,  to  guard  Berlin, 
idiilst  he  hiflUelf  marked  widi  the  troops  under  his  com^ 
mand  to  Interbeck,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Lusatia, 
to  be  the  more  at  hand  to  cover  Brandenburgh,  and  presenre 
die  cooBMnnnication  with  Silesia. 

$  XVII.  While  thesef  precautions  were  tidciag,  geneiial 
Haddick,  wkh  fifteen  or  sixteen' thousand  Austrians,  enter* 
6d  Braadenburgh  on  the  sisteeath  of  October,  and  the  next 
day  arrived  before  Beriin,  of  which  city  he  demanded  ti' 
eontribiition.of  six  hundred  thousand  crowns ;  but  contented 
himself  with  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand.  The  Austri-^ 
ans  pillaged  two  of  the  suburbs ;  bnt  before  they  could  do 
any  furdier  mischief,  they  were  obliged  to  retire  in  great 
haste,  at  the  ap{nt>ach  ^  the  prince  of  Anhaidt*  Dessau, 
whose  vanguard  entered  the  city  in  die  evening  of' dieir 
departure.  This  alarm,  however,  obliged  the  queen  and 
the  royal  family  of  Prussia  to  remove  to  Magdebnrgh  on 
the  twienty-third ;  and  the  most  vrinable  records  were  sent 
to  the  fort  of 'Spandau,  at  the  coniux  of  the  Havel  and  the 
Sphre.  On  the  other  hand,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
Ldpzig  now  feh  most  severely  the  cruel  effects  of  the 
power  of  their  new  mMter.-^The  Prussian  commandant  itk 
that  city  had,  by  order  of  the  king,  demanded  of  them  three 
hundred  thonssmd  crowns,  a  sum  far  greater  than  it  was  in 
their  power  to  raise.  This  truth  they  represented,  but  in 
vain.  IThe  shdrt  time  allowed  them  to  furnish  their  contin- 
gtets  being  expired,  and'  all  their  eflfotts  to  cdmply  with  this 
deistand  having  proved  inetfectual,  they  were  subjected  t6 
the  Tigcnnv  of  military  execution ;  in  consequence  of  which 

Vol.  III.  O  d  o 


47^  UISTOHY  Hi  SKOLAND.  ^f^f^ 


tintirrllomes  were  oca^if&td  bsr  tbe  <tyif<y»<il»i 
t)i«  b^at  «p<4tiiiQiHs,  Md  lived  at  ditwrHJuj  i  b^  Ac^  i 
dai9Md<;d  Goald  not  b«  fo«ii«L  Suck  vw/tlM  MOftation  of 
/tbinrdifliraas^d  eky^  wbem  on  tbci  iftiMlliJ>f  Oitpber,  aa 
e]|fMr^$»  (iri:iv«dt.  wUk  advi«e  that  hm  Ikmrnm^*  maje^ 
HQ^ld  aoott  b^  there ;  aod  icnordittgly  be  anrimd  a  fev 
mtautes  afterwaidt,  beaded  b)r  hk  liiigpaaiAi  At  tbe 
sMie^aiAt  d  ruBiQur  vaa  tproMltbafe  ibe  oiigr  would  be 
d^lMTiNped  lip  to  ptUagT)  wbicb  thnm  'thm  idbahimiu  into 
tbe  atHMMt  toostematao^*.  Tbeidr  feam^  bowdrer^  in  tbat 
rtapect  Were  saoa  abated  hf  bit  iaig«»l|f'«  dedariagf  thajt 
hir  ^M  wiUiag  lo  tpara  tbe  plact^  ufMn  cMiditwi  that  half 
tb«  sum  required  tbould  be  immediafdjr  pai^  Att  that 
cQtild  he  done  was  to  ooUect  among  the  morobMitSt  traders^ 

,  and  t>lh4rsf  ftfty  tbOuaand  crowns  ;  hiUs  of  exdiaiige  weie 
dnma  upon  Amstetdam  and  London  (or  aarentyitbenaand 
crowns,  and  hostages  were  given,  by.  wzy  of  aeeurity,  for 
the  fMymeat  jof  thirty  thousand  more  widiia  a  time  which 

^  was,  agrt ed  oa.  But  still,  noiwitbstanduig  tUa,  the  milita- 
fy-  «x«cutioft  was  eootinued^  even  with  graaser  rigaur  Aan 
befor4,.a»d  all  the  comfiDrt  the  wreschtd  in|bahitaani  could 
obtain  was,  that  it  should  ceaae  whenever  advice  abould  be 
received  that  their  bills  were  aeaeptad* 
.  $  XVIII.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  tried  several  times 
to*  bring. the  combined  army  under  the  princea  Sasie  Hil« 
burgbausQ6  and*  Soubise  to  an  engagement  upon  fur  ground ; 
faultfinding  them  betit  on  declining  it,  notwithstasUing  the 
auperiority  of  their  numbers,  he  had  recourse  to  one  of 
those  siarokes  in  war,  by  which  a  general  is  better  seen  than 
by  the  gaining  of  a  victory*  He  made  a  feint,  soon  aftur 
the  beginning  of  October,  as  if  he  intended  nothing  naore 
dran  to  secure  his  own  doounions,  and  march  his  army  into 
wifciter  quarters  back  io»  9eriuii,  leaving  asareschal  Keith, 
with  only  seven  or  eight  ibonsaod  men,  to  defend  Leipsig* 
Upon  this  the  enemy  took  courage,  passed  the  Saia^  and 
haying  marched  up  to  the  csty^  summoned  the  mateachalto 
aurrender;  to  which  he  answered^  that  die  king,  bis. mas* 
ter,  had  ordered  him  todefeml  the  place  to  tbe  last  extrem- 
ity, anid  he  would  obey  his  orders*  The  enemy  then 
tlsDUi^t  of  besieging  tde  Cily :  but,  before  they  could  pre- 
pare n^y  jone  implement  for  that  pmrpoeci  they  were  alarm- 
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of  tke  kiag  of  (rusaia,  who,  judging 
iMMiUrfMbaUe  induce  them  to  take  ihe  kip 
tlMf  did^  lHM^«iijr  fMVtoiis  and  ^pvtvate  orders  •coUected 
ipytiKr  ntt-Me  ^ikmm  detwdinicoci,  hoau^  of  vfaioh  smr^ 
twentf  In^jiietnmndtr,  and  iras  mdyancing,  by  long  mar^ 
«•,  to  LmfOigf  ttptm  noince  of  whicb  the  cnqmf  rqnuoed 
die  Snbu  31»  .Pnieeian  nraiT^  wm*  vmseiitblcd  ooithe 
twcD^-eerenth  of  Oeldbtr,  nnd  temeined  at  X.eipi»g  the 
twentjf-eighA  and  twremf-nimh^*  when. every  bodjr  eaqxctod 
m  bottle  vonld  be  fooght  in  llie  phihiB  of  Lutzen;  Onltho 
tkirtio^f  dM  king  dvew  nigb  to  that  place,  andoo  the  tiling 
tywfiret,  m.  hie  Mqr  ihgeygh  Weiaeenfeb  and'MbreebburK 
he  i»ede  live  -hnaiired  •men  piimnen  of  war.  ^^  The  combt«> 
ned  annj  had  Tcyamd  the  Sria  at  Wdbaenfela,  Merest' 
bonrg,  and  HaUe,  w|iere  dic^  bmfci^  4o«im  the'  bridgce  ^;  isat 
theee  were  eoon  repatrod^and  the  vhole  Stfaflrian-'anp^E^ 
VBottmittg  to  mo  mom  thaa  twenty  thoasand  meay  hai^ 
paeecd  that  ritarythfoni^  dieeo  towns,  in  cnck^  o£>  whioh 
they  leftia  hnttaKon,  joined  again  on  the  tbinl  ofNoten* 
bar,  iw  At  evening,  -orer  agaioet  die  eneo^,  ^iriiose  fgrcce 
consbted'  of  fiaetgr  tfaoutand  French,:  andi  twenty ^£1^  t^xi^ 
eand  iaq»eriaUalt.  On  d»  fifd^  about  nine  ^oldocfk  inrtbe 
momiiig,  the  PtmeJansTepeiiyed  tntalligedeeithht  the^encpny 
were  every  wheie  in  metion>  They  likewtso  iieard  tte 
drao»  beattag'themnrch,  aaid^  eo  neav  were  Ae  tav  anni^ 
to  emdi  other,  plainly  pereoired  -feem  thdr  cnmpf that  their 
whole  infantiry,  which  had  drawn  nean^r 'upo&  the  ^risiHg 
groonds  orer  againat  them,  wafr  filing  off  tewahls  their 
rigfaa*  if o  certain  judgment  eoald,  however^ jiet  be  foimied 
of  the  enemy's  real  design,  ^ond  aa-they  .wdre  inwantiof 
bfead^atwaatboogfat  pvobaUethatdi^  iatnodedilbrbiiaK 
the  Unstmt;  imtit  was  soon  •perceived  tfaat^tHeir  iMve^d 
motions  ware  contradictory^ 'to^eneh  lodierv-  •  Ati-tUe  same 
time  that  some  of  dieir  iniimtiy  wnve  filing  off.  towards  Uieir 
rights  a  large  body  of  casrahy  wheded  reniid  cowards  their 
left,  directing  its  mavch.all  ahmg  to  the  risiagtgmunds  with 
whickthe  whele  Prussian  eanq^that  ky  tn  a  bottom  between 
the  viUagea  of  Rederow  and  Aosboch,  was  sorroanded  within 
die  roach  of  large  cannon.'  Soon  after  diat  the  cavaliy  were 
aeen  to  halt,  and  afterward  to  &11  back  tothe  right |thoQg|i 
some  of  them-  still%  remained  whtve  tliey  wiere,  whilsl  l3i» 
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mt  knarchoA  back*  About  two  m  the  aftanmiviliijdMblK 
^f jthe  Pniteiaiis  were  cleaned  i^;  k  plaiolf  appr <riilg <<wn 
that  Jbe  ^oemjr  intended  to  uttack  them*  and  Ibi^  lMr  d»- 
poftkionsrtrere  made  witka  Yiew^io  mwronml  theaBi^aid  to 
a^ffatthe  action  by  attacking  dieat  in  ihe-fean  Aimdy  of 
iKoenre  was  posted  ovicv.  against  Redeitawy  to  £dltH^  their 
adntcd  tisoops,  m  caae*  •they;  ahoukk  be  defeated,  and  to  pre* 
»tnt  thfar  iretiring  to  JU to»boiirgy  the  only  retreat  whidi 
JDOttld  then. have  been4eft  tbdm..  In- this  eimaciffli  tl»  king 
off  rCttsia resolved  to  atliakk  ihem. :  Uiamaj^t^  Imd  deter- 
mined «o«iake  the  attack  >wkh' one  wing  ooljff  aod  the  die- 
03«ifiiito.Qpdie  eneaaymadie  it  neceaearjr  that  it  ehoald  be  die, 
Iflftnwiogi  A  The  very  inmnt  the  batde  was  gmng  to  begb, 
htaian^e^.-oidered  the  general  who.  eoasmnded  the  right 
»Uig[  to'^eclineengas^ngt  to  take  a  prop^  pnsiriaw  in  con* 
ee^mnoe  the«6bf,  and,  above  .all,,  to  prevent  his  baing  stif- 
fmimii/kiii  ^lASA.  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wisgof  die  Prus* 
lUsaimf  ekeeptjlwo.or  three  aiinadrons,  hadahready:inavshed 
to.jtheyleTt  ^iifidlgaUop^  and.  being  ^unrlvvd.  at  the  place 
assigned- tkbm,>they  forsaod  over  against  that -of  d^  enemy. 
SSm^  ihm  ii|D«edioftim»ediatel}^,  tha.eneniy's  cavidry  ad? 
mlsicadto  Inieet  them,,  and  ^  chatge  was  vtry  fierce,  ae^krsl 
yiympaih  oCi the. French  coning  on  with  great  resoluticinL 
SlieiadxahtagQr,  boworcr^  was  entirely,  on  the  side  of  the 
£nieaian».»  iTbe  enensy'a  es^vahry  bdng  muted,  wer&^pnr* 
shed  loiija  fWwiAerabla  timt  with  greitt.  spirit,  but  hairing 
fAiarwaiMarefohed. an enMicnce,»whieh gave, them  an  qf>por« 
tunUynof;  raUyihg,  the  Prussian  cavalry  £eU. upon  diem 
h&oab4  addjg^ne  Jthemlso  tiMal.a  defeat  that  they  fled  in  the 
Itfinoswdisodi'dev.  This  hsppeped  at  four  in  theaftemoohtf 
Ml)Ust<|fc^>i»!rahry  id  tfaei^nSflians.  f  haifged,  their  kifantry 
hpenad.-ii  The;i(^my/ea«nofiaded  them briakly. daring  this 
iiitatval;jaaA.did.sdaK  dgmttmom^  but  the  Prussian  artillery 
Wfldi  aotf.tfUe.l  ^  ^fter  thnr  oanoooading  had.condnaed  on 
hotb  sidaEaafaUiifttarter  of  an.hour,  without  the,  least  inters 
isuSB]dn4  thq^^e.of  the  infantry  began.  The  enemy  cpuld 
«At\&tad4iit^«0K resist  tbcv^aliour  ofthe  Pruteiaa  fSaot^  who 
IfallanUy^imarched  up  to  their  ba^tteriea.  The  baiteriea  weie 
sartnodtiQoe  aitear  another^  aiftd  the  enemy  were  forced  to 
^j^«1fay4<!<^hieh'they  did.  in  great. confusion.  As  the  left 
wfa^f.th^  Prussians  advanced^lhe  right  changed  its  posi- 
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lioa^Kwi'hwhlig  MOn  m«t  with  a  small  rising  ground^they 
ayafc^  thwiiithrf^of  k,  by  plantbg  it  with  sixteen  pieces 
•flMavy  aMlttiry*  TIms  fire  from  thence  was  partly  point- 
ed w0kkt  eaeaay^'iight,  to  increase  the  disorder  there,  and 
toolfHdiek  kit  wing  in  front,  wbkh  was  excessively  galled 
ih^^bjp^v  At  ftve  the  victory  was  decided,  the  caanonading 
ceased,  and  livt  enemy  fled  on  aU  sides.  They  were  pur« 
sued  as  lo«g  as  there  was  any  light  to  distinguish  them, 
and  it  may  be  said,  that  ni^t  alone  was  the  preservation 
of  this  army,  wluch  had  been  so  f<H-midable  in  Uie  morning. 
They  took  tha  benefit  of  the  darkness  to  ^nter  mto  Fry- 
burgh,  and  diere  to  repass  the  Unstrut,  which  they  did  on 
the  morning  of  the  sixth,  after  a  whole  night^s  march*  The 
king  of  Prussia  set  out  early  in  the  moniihg  to  pursue  them 
with  all  his  cavalry,  supported  by  four  battalions  of  greim- 
diers,  the  infantry  foUowing  them  in  two  columns.  The 
enemy  had  passed  the  Unstrut  at  Fryburgh^  when  .  the 
Priossians  arrived  on  its  banks,  and  as  they  had  burnt  the 
bridge,  it  became  necessary  to  make  another^  which,  how-^ 
ever,  was  soon  (kme.  The  cavalry  passed  first,  but  could 
not  come  up  with  the  enemy  till  five  in  the  evening,  upon 
the  hiUa  of  Eckersherg.  It  was  then  too  late  to  force  them 
there,  for  which  reason  t^  king  diought  proper  to  canton 
bis  army  in  the  nearest  viUages,  and  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
saccess  hia  hussars  had  in  taking  near  three  hundred  bag<- 
gage  wagons,  and  every  diing  they  contained.  The  whole 
loss  of  the  Prussians,  in  this  important  engagement,  did 
mot  OLoeed  &ve  Inindrtd  haoi  kWed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  ibnmr  was  general  Meincke,  and  among  tl^  latter 
prince  Henry  and  general  SeydeUtz.  ,  The  enemy  lost 
sixt]r<*-iottr  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  many  standards  and 
colours^  near  three  thousand  men  killed  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tie,  and  upwards  of  eight  thousand  taken  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  several  generals,  and  other  officers  pf  distinct* 
ticm.  Three  hundred  wagons  was  sent  to  Leipzig,  laden 
with  wounded  French  and  Swiss.  Upon  the  approach  of 
the  Prussians  towards  Ecketsberg,  the  enemy  retreated^ 
with  .  great  precipitation ;  'and,  after  marclfing  all  nigHt, 
arrived  the  next  day  at  Erfurth,  in  the  utmost  want  of  every 
necessary  of  life,  not  having  had  a  morsal  of  bread  for  two 
days,  during  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  live  upon  tur* 
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eardu  The  French^  vnder  the  d«ke<)e  RkbelieiH  wevt 
prqMMriog  to  go  imo  winter  quarten ;  but,  iipwi  dM  «cw» 
of  diis  defeat  of  the  combined  anay,  tfaHjr  iq^  jMrt  (hem- 
schres  in  motion,  and  a  hirge  dctachmcni  <tf  ^tbem  advaoced 
as  fiir  as  Dodentadt,  to  favour  the  retreat  of  ditir  coontr^ 
men  under  the  prince  de  SooUae,  who,  with  gmat  preci|»- 
tancff  made  the  best  of  their  way  from-  £rfanth  to  Am 
county  of  Hohensleia,  and  from  Aence  bent  their  march 
towards  Halberstadt.  Of  die  remains  of  the  imperial 
army,  which  was  now  almost  entirely  dispersed,  whole 
bodies  deserted,  and  went  over  to  die  king  of  Prassia  soon 
afiM*  thb  battle* 

§  XIX.  Whilst  his  Prussian  majesty  was  tlms  success* 
fql  against  the  French  and  ImperiaKsts,  the  Anstrians,  who 
had  carefully  avoided  coming  to  an  open  engagement  widi 
him,  gained  ground  apace  in  Silesia.  A  detachment  of  their 
army,  under  the  command  of  count  Nadasd,  had  abeady 
invested  Schweidnitz,  and  opened  the  trenches  hefibre  it  on 
the  twent}'-sixth  of  October*  The  Prussian  garrisen,  com- 
manded by  general  de  la  Motte  Fonquet,  determined  toi 
defend  the  plaoe  as  kmg  as  possible;  and  accordin|^  ofu 
the  thirdeth  they  made  a  sally,  in  which  diey  killed, 
wounded,  and  took  priaooers,  eig^  hundaed  of  the  besiegers, 
and  did  some  damage  to  their  works ;  bnt  on  the  sixth  of 
November  the  Austrians  began  to  cannonade  the  city  fori- 
outly,  and  on  the  deventh  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
ramparts  by  assault.  I'be  garrison,  however,  having  talnm 
care,  dnring  the  siege,  to  throw  up  a  strong  intmichtnent 
in  the  marketplace,  retreated  thither,  and  held  oat  tift  the 
next  day,  when  they  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  After  the  reduction  of  this  place,  generd  Nadasd*,^ 
leaving  in*  it  a  sufficient  garrisen,  marchsd  wiA  the  reosaan^ 
der  of  ^is  troops,  and  joined  the  main  army  of  the.Aus* 
trians  under  the  command  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine 
and  mareschal  Daun,  %vho  wfaikt  he  was  busied  hi  the  siege 
of  Schweidnitz,  had  invested  Breshui  on  the  kft  of  the 
order;  die  prinee  of  Severn  defending  it  on  the  ri^t, 
where  he  was  strongly  encamped,  with  his  little  army,  un« 
der  the  cannon  of  the  city.  The  whote  army  of  tjie  Aus- 
trians-being  now  reassembled,  and  intelligence  having  bear 
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of  tlK  King  of  PnMMft's  kte  victcny  near 
Ijeipeig^l|iit  alt»*tkftt  be  was  adyamBiof  to  the  relief  of  tbe 
priocfc  of  Beircni,.tt  was  resolved  ifmngdistclyy  lo  attack  tbe 
kist-  in  bis  immiokments*  Acsordmgly^  on  the  twenty* 
second  wi  Nerember,  about  mat  in  the  moraiBg,  tbe  Aus* 
trtans  began  n  most  furious  discharge  of  their  cannon,  forty 
of  whiehiWiers  twcMy-four  ponnders,  and  this  cootinned' 
without  ceasing  till  one^  when  it  was  succeeded  by  41  severe 
^fire  of  their  smaU.  arais,  which  lasted  till  five  in  the  cfemng* 
The  Prussians,  with  undaunted  resotution,  stood  two  of  the 
most  violent  attacks  diat  were  ever  made ;  but  at  the  third, 
overpowend  by  numbers,  and  assailed  on  both  sides,  they 
began  to  bise  ground,  and  were  forced  to  retire  from  one 
xntrencfament  to  another.  In  this  extremity,  night  coming 
on,  the  Prussian  generals  fearing  their  intrenchments  would 
be^  entirely  forced,  and  that  they  should  dien  be  totally 
defeated,  diought  proper  to  retreat.  The  prince  of  Bevem, 
with  the  greatest  part  of  tbe  army,  retired  to  an  eminence 
(» the  banks  of  the  Oder,  whilst  the  rest  of  die  tro(q>s 
dEurew  themselves  into  Breslau^  which  they  might  have 
defended,  in  all  probability,  tMl  the  king  had  come  to  its 
mlief.  But^  on  the  twenty^fourth,  their  commander  in 
chief^  the  prince  of  Be vvrn,  going  to  reconnoitre  die  enemy, 
with  only  a  single  groom  to  attend  hini,  fell  in  among  a 
par^  of  CK>ats,  who. took  him  prisoner*'*  His  army,  thus 
deprived  of  their,  general,  retreated  nordiward  that  night,  ^ 
lesMTtng  in  Breslau  ^nly  four  battalions,  who,  the  next  day 
'  snrrcadcred  tbe  place  by  capitidation,  one  of  the  articles  of 
which  was,  that  they  should  not  serve  against  the  empress, 
or  her  idliea,  for  two  years.  All  the  magazine,  chests, 
artillery,  &c*  remained  in  die  hands  of  the  Ai»trians.  The 

b  We  trie  told,  that  he  ndatook  thei«  Croats  for  Pf  osmd  haasart.  But  tome 
of  the  circumstances  of  this  mysterious  affair  were  interpreted  into  a  prqmedita-  , 
ted  design  hi  the  prince  to  be  taken  prisoner.  It  cannot  othervvise  he  supposed 
that  a  maa  of  his  rank,  a  prince,  a  commander  in  chief^  should  oftVeiously  under-  . 
take  the  always  dangerous  task  of  reconnoitring  the  enemy  with  so  sli^t  an  at- 
tendance as  only  one  man,  and  that  but  a  groom,  ev(^n'if  he  had  jtid^[ed  it 
necessary  to  see  thinga  witli  his  own  eyes.  Some  8eci*ct  dissatisfaction,  hiUierto 
unknown  to  us,  may  (lossibly  have  been  the  cause  of  his  taidng  this  step ;  or, 
firhich  seems  still  mone  probable,  he  might  be  ashamed,  or,  perhaps,  even  afraid, 
to  see  the  king  his  master,  after  having  so  injudiciously  abandoned  the  detence  ot' 
J^raakiu/by  quitting  his  lines,  which  it  is  asfserttd,  his  Prtissian  majesty  had  sent 
him  express  orders  not  to  i^t  on  any  account  wlvutever,  for  that  ne  wolild  cer- 
tainly be  with  him  by  the  fiith  of  December,^  in  wUch  we  shall  Hnd  he  kept  his 
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garrison  nlflrehed  but  whh  sdl  nutkary  hooMrt^  to><uclBd 
by  general  Leswitz,  governor  of  BrcafaMi.  Tbov^  the 
Austrians  song  Te  Dam.  for  this  vklory,  Hmy  owned  diat 
such  another  would  put  an  end  to  th^  amy ;  for  \t  ctiat 
them  the  lives  of  twdre  tho«isand  men ;  a  number  afanost 
equal  to  the  whole  of  the  Prussian  army  before  the  battle* 
lliey  bad  four  almost  inaccessible  intrenchments  to  force, 
planted  thick  with  cannon,  which  fired  cartridge  shot  from 
niAe  in  the  morning  till  the  evenings  and  the  FmsBiaas, 
when  attacked,  were  never  once  put  into  the  least  copfur 
sion*  Among  the  slain,  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians,  weie 
general  Wurben,  and  several  other  cdlcers  of  distinction. 
The  loss  of  the  Prussians  did  not  much  exceed  three  thou-- 
sand  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  priaooers,  of  wiiich  last 
there  Avere  about  sixteen  'hundred.  Their  general  Kleist 
was  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

$  XX.  The  king  of  Prussia,  w1k>  Hke  Caesar,  thought 
nothing  was  dqne  while  any  thing  was  left  undone,  stayed 
no  longer  at  Rdsbach  than  till  the  routed  foraes  of  the 
French  and  Imperialists,  whom  he  had  defeated  there  on 
the  fifth  of  November,  were  totally  dispersed.  Then  be 
marched  directly  with  the  greatest  part  <rf  his  army  for 
Silesia,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  that  month  arrived  at 
Naumberg  on  the  Queiss,  a  litde  river  which  runs  mto  the 
Bobber,  having  in  his  route  detached  mareschal  Keith,  wiA 
the  rest  of  his  army,  to  clear  Saxony  from  all  the  Austrkm 
parties,  and  then  to  make  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  a  service 
which  he  performed  so  effectually,  as  to  raise  large  contribn-^ 
tions  in  the  circles  of  Si^x  and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to  pve 
an  alarm  t6  Prague  itself.  His  majesty  rtsserved  for  himself 
only  fifteen  thousand  men,  with  whom  he  advanced,  with 
his  usual  rapidity,  to  Barchwitz,  where,  notwithstanding 
all  that  had  happened  at  Schweidnitz  and  at  BreslaMi  ^  ^^* 
j(^ned  by  twenty-four  thousand  ipore ;  part  of  them  troops 
which  he  had  ordered  from  Saxony,  part  the  remains  of  the 
army  lately  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Bevem,  and  part 
the  late  garrison  of  Schweidnitz,  which  had  found  means 
to  escape  from  the  Austrians,  and  accidentally  joined  their 
Tcing  upon  his  niarch.*     With  this  force,  though  greatly 

c  Whilst  the  Austrians  uere  conducting  them  to  prison,  on  theiv  roate  thej 
chanced  to  heaV  of  Uic  victory  their  master  had  gained  at  Rosbach.    AnSmtted 
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infiA'tor  ifa  Utimber  to  that  of  the  ienemy,  be  rewAvcd  to  at- 
tack -the  Aastnans,  who  were  intrenched  at  LiBsa  near 
Breslan.  On  the  fourth  of  December  he  seized  upon  their 
ovens  at  Neunaarck,  and  upon  a  cousiderable  magazine ; 
guarded  by  two  regiments  of  Croats,  v^ ho  retired  to  a  rising 
ground,  where  his  majesty  ordered  his  hussars  to  surround 
them,  and  send  a  trumpet  lo  summon  them  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  wan  Upon  their  refusal,  the  hx;^- 
tars  of  Zithea  fell  upon  them  sabre  in  hand,  t  and  some 
hundreds  of  them  having  been  cut  in  pieces,  the  rest  threw 
down  their  arms,  begg^g  for  quarter  on  their  knee^. 
Aftier  this  seizure,  and  after  having  distributed  to  his  army 
the  bread  prepared  for  his  enemies,  he  began  again  the 
next  morning  his  march  towsirds  Lissa.  General  Zithen, 
who  led  die  vanguard  of  light  horse,  about  seven  in  ^thp 
morning  fell  in  with  a  body  of  Austrian  bu88a,rsy  and  thrt e 
regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  which  were  the  very  best 
cavalry  the  eneiny  had  left  after  the  battle  of  the  twenty- 
second*  •  They  had  been  detached  by  the  Austrians,  ip 
order  to  retard  the  king's  march,  and  to  conceal  their  own^ 
till  their  batteries  should  be  completed,  for,  as  they  held 
the  small  number  of  the  Prussians  in  contempt,  their  inten- 
tion was  to  have  met  the  king  two  German  miles  from  th^ir 
iatrenchments.  The  Austrian  cavalry  having  been  vigor- 
ously repulsed  to  a  considerable  distance,  general  Zithen 
perceived  diat  their  whole  army  was  forming.  He  imme- 
diately acquainted  the  king  with  what  he  had  disx^overed, 
and  his  majesty,  after  having  himself  observed  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  made  his  own  with  that  sagacity  and 
despatch  for  which  he  has  always  been  remarkable.  The 
action  began  by  attacking  a  battery  of  forty  pieces  of  large 
cannon,  which  covered  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy.  The 
two  battalions  of  guards,  with  the  regiments  of  the  Mar- 
grave Charles  and  of  Itzenplitz,  marched  up,   an^idst  a 

by  tfnjse  tidings,  tkey  Mnanii»ou»lyT08e  upon  the  escort  that  guarded  them,  which 
happening  not  to  be  very  strong,  they  entirely  dispersed.  Thus  fi*ccd,  they  marched 
OQ^  not  Tery  certain  ot  their  way,  in  bojies  to  reioin  some  corps  of  the  Piniastan 
troops,  tlicir  countiymen.  The  same  fortune  which  freed  them  led  tliem  directly 
to  thf  army  commanded  by  the  king  himself,  which  was  hasteohig  to  their  relief, 
as  wclhas  to  that  of  the  prince  of  Bevern.  This  unexpected  meeting  was  equaljy 
pleasing  to  both,  the  prisonci*s  not  having  heard  any  thmg  of  his  majesty's  march  ; 
jind,  at  the  same  time,  this  lucky  incident,  whilst  it  add^  a  considerable  strength 
to  the  army,  added  likewise  to  its  confidence,  for  tlie  slightest  occurrence  is  con- 
<rued  into  an  omen  by  an  army  at  the  eve  of  an  engagement. 

Vo^.  III.  P  p  p 
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most  terrible  fire,  to  (lie  y^tfy  A6€rfll9  6f  the  c^iflfcfffi  ivM 
fheir  bayonets  ierewed.  Itf  tiris  attack  the  PrtBiHfiis  ttm^ 
taitfed  the  greatMt  loss,  though  the  battery  was  carried  sis 
80oh  almost  as  they  coald  reach  it :  then  tht  enemy's  ardt- 
lery  now  turned  against  th^mlselves,  played  furiously  upon 
them  with  their  own  powder.  From  that  instant  the  two 
wmgs  and  ttit  centre  of  the  PrbSsiiltis  continued  to  drir^ 
the  enemy  befet^  them,  ikdvaticing  dl  the  titoe  With  that 
firm  and  reguWr  pate  fdr  Which  thfcy  have  always  been 
renowded,  withcfiit  evei^  hiking  br  giving  Way.  The  groutiA 
irhicli  the  Au^triainn  bccupied  was  Very  advatitageous^  and 
every  circumstantfe  that  C^ofd  tender  it  tHoft  So  had  httn 
improved  to  the  utmost  by  the  diligence  attd  skill  of  coum 
Daun,  ^ho,  remembering  his  fbrm^r  success,  was  embol- 
deued  to  entei*  the  lists  again  with  his  rio^yal  antagolitst. 
The  l^russians,  hoWcVer^  no  Way  terrified  b^  the  ene»iy*5 
situation,  not*  their  numbers,  w^t  catftily  aiid  dri^AiHy 
forward.  It  was  almost  lmpbssibl<$,  in  die  beginnings  for 
the  Prussian  cavdry  td  act^  on  atcotint  of  the  iinpe4iiuents 
of  fallen  trees,  nrhich  the  enetny  had  feat  dowti  and  laid  in 
the  field  of  battle,  tb  retard  their  approach ;  but  a  jodieioua 
disposition  which  the  kitig  made  ovfei^atne  that  disadvah- 
tilge.  When  h^  firit  formed  hi^  atmy,  he  had  placed  four 
battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  'foreseeing 
that  general  Nddtt^ti,  who  was  placl^d  with  a  corps  of 
rtserve  on  the  etK&my^  tefit^  designed  to  tdke  him  in  ftmk. 
It  h^pened  fls  be  h^  fcK'e^etett,  this  ge^ersll's  \mffft  attacked 
^he  king^s  right  WiiJg  Willi  grfcat  fury  :  but  he  Wafc  it^ceived 
with  so  sevehs  &  firfe  frttm  th*  four  battaliblvS^  thfcit  he  was 
obliged,  to  rctirfe  in  diSoi-d^r.  Thfe  enemy  gave  way  ota  all 
flkides ;  but  at  sollie  distattcfc  recovered  themselves,  and  ral- 
lied thr^  times^  ahilbtkted  by  their  officers,  and  by  the  supe- 
riority of  their  numb^r'^  Every  time  they  fnade  a  stand, 
^he  Prussians  attacked  them  with  redoubled  vigour,  and 
with  success  equal  to  their  bravery.  Towards  night,  the 
pnemy,  still  retreating,  fell  into  disorder.  ITieir  twq  wings 
^ed  in  confusipn  j  one  of  them,  closely  pressed  by  the 
king,  retired  towards  fireslau,  and  took  shelter  under 
the  pannon  of  that  city  ;  the  other  pursued  by  the  greatest 
part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took  their  flight  towards  Canth  and 
gcb^ireidnitZt     !?ix  thousand  Austrians  fell  in  this  engage- 


Ipi^Vt,  ^  the  JEU'swumub  f9^o  hf^  <^:#Ki  HlHwlrcdnicii 

H^QiVt  y.cjc«  IfW  hwdH^  |ii;i4  nipc^^we  officers.  They 
tQotL  4Up  jBi  bwdro^  lin4  KilS^e^  JQA^RQ*  fi%-9ne  colour^ 
9Ad  £^llKl|Mc4^•  wd  iPMir  (thqij^i^  w^goii9  qf  apiinynitioa 
w4  .baggage.     The  cppsequ^oe^  ^^j^tfoUpwed  this  victoiy 

iahmefit,itbi^  |h^  «9m64Pn^Qe^  whp  but  ^  few  i^Qi[iths  before 
«i{eii|i^  W  the  ^^ge  of  .ineyit^ble  x^M)*  J^cxely  by  the  dint 
jrf  )m  *m^  JS^biUtieft,  wUboMit  the  A^^^f^pe  qf  any  friend 
ff^b^ev^,  jyijth  'jkrqqp9  ,Re«p^^y  hf^tassed  by  long  and 
psMQ^ul  |i|d|irche»9  i||id  fby  copti^)^  ^l^i^i^l^es  ^d  ;battle^ 
jM^only  iTf^rieKCid  hil  AfigtM^i  which  ^lui^st  ^every  oue,  ex- 
icept  hiiwwlf,  t{)qagbt;|ia«t  jj^^^^i  bu(,  ,in  ,the  ,ftti4»t  of 
afiiHeir,  in  i^pu^t^i^^.wherje  it  w?^  j^flg^4^fMSft.to  jinpqssibie 
AKiapy  troops  ,^  J^e^p  ihe  >6eld  ^t  ,^hat  sef^on,  conquered 
i^e  miit^  f#rce  Qf  .F^rmte  lV)d  |he  empire  ^  Rostiaql;,  q^ 
fih^  fifth  fif  Noyember  J  ^^d  ,qp  .the  fame  ^'.qf  the  very 
Aest  Tmon^t  >with  ^  gr^at  ,pai;t  of  ^e  same  ^i^piy,  ivas  at 
Xi'«%3f^f  ^Khwe  he  jE^gain  trimiiph^d  qver  a^  the  powers  qf 
,tfie  boufe  of  (Austria.  _Pvu;8wii]ig  hU  M^Wl^ftge  he  imme- 
diai«ly  Ji^vi^t^  ,8re4\iiiii,  9^  :¥fitliin  ft^wp  ^y»  after  this 
^^TQAt.viqtory.eKery.thwg  Wias.tfi  c^di^n^ss  to  besiege  it  \n 
ioitm*  Hi8..trP0p»,  flushed  , with  Kuqc^egg,  wei^e  at  .first  for 
.storming  it,  but  the  king,  topjviftg  ^h«  .*M:^qg^i^  qf  ^  gar- 
tri«pn,  which  .consisted  qf  up^v^rds  qf  thiTteen  thousand 
jmn%  and  xpn^idering  both  the  $^tigues  whi^fi  \\i^  q^ku  sql- 
diers  ha4  la^ly  lAudergon^  and  the  fatal  cqn^q^^^es  .that 
iinight ensue,  should  they  fojl^pf  f^opess  in  this  attenjpty 
ordered  the  approaches  to.be  c;9Lrrie4.pu  in  the  usqal  form^ 
-His  commands  were  obeyed,  s^id  ^Br^^lau  surrendered  tq 
fbim  en  the  twentieth  of  .Deq^mb^r  in .  the  iqoruing.  The 
^garrison,  ^  which  ten  thoua^nd  bqre  iirms,  And  between 
three  and  four  thousand  lay  sick  pr  ^wo^nde4,  .were  m^de 
priaonecs .  of  >  war.  Fourteen  qf  the^ .  prisppers  .were  offi- 
cers of  high  rank.  The. military  ^hest,  ,a  yast  treasure, 
with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  intb  the  hands  of  the 
vectors,  who  lost  only  about  twenty  men  in  their  ^>prqaehes. 
JOuring  the  siege,  .a  magazine  of  pqwder  was  set  qn  fire  by 
a  bomb,  which  occasioned  great  confusion  among  the  bc^ 
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Ueged,  and'  damaged'  one  of  the  baadom.  The  stRmg 
fortress  of  Schveidnitz  sttU  remained  in  die  enemy's  pes-* 
session,  defended  by  a  garrison  so  numerous^  tbatit  might 
be  compared  to  a  small  army,  and  whilst  that  continued  so, 
the  king  of  Prussia's  victories  in  Silesia  were  of  no  deci- 
sive effect.  For  this  reason,  though  it  was  now  the  dead 
of  winter,  and  the  soldiers  stood  in  need  of  repose,  his 
majesty  resolved,  if  possible,  to  become  master  of  that 
place  before  the  end  of  the  year;  but  as  a  close  siege  was 
impracticable,  a  blockade  was  formed,  as  strictly  as  the 
rigour  of  the  season  would  permit/  It  was  not,  however, 
till  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  campaign  that  this  {dace 
was  taken.  The  Prussians  opened  their  trenches  before  it 
on  the  third  of  April,  one  thousand .  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  and  erected  two  large  batteries,  which  kept  a 
continual  fire  upon  the  town<  The  artillery  of  the.besiegers 
consisted  of  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  of  different 
dimensions,  and  eighty  mortars ;  an  amazing  artillery,  and 
such  as  we  have  never  heard  of  in  former  campaigns.  -  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth,  the  Prussians  carried  one  of 
the  chief  works  by  assault,  and  lodged  themselves  therein : 
the  commandant  capitulated  the  next  day,  with  the  garrison, 
which  was  now  gready  reduced  in  number,  being  not  half  of 
what  it  amounted  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  blockade. 
Thus,  all  the  parts  of  Silesia,  which  the  kiog  of  Prussia 
had  lost  by  one  unfortunate  blow,  fell  again  into  his  pos- 
session; and  his  affairs,  which  but  a  few  months  before 
seemed  irretrievable,  were  now  reestablished  upon  a  fira^er 
basis  than  ever.  The  Prussian  parties  not  only  reposses- 
sed themselves  of  those  parts  of  Silesia  which  belonged  to 
their  king,  but  penetrated  into  the  Austrian  division,  redu- 
ced Jagemdorf,  Troppau,  Tretchcn,  and  several  other 
places,  and  left  the  empress  queen  scarce  any  footing  in 
that  country,  in  which,  a  few  days  before,  she  reckoned 
her  dominion  perfecdy  established. 

$  XXI.  The  Swedes,  after  many  debates  between  their 
king  and  senate,  had  at  length  resolved  upon  an  open  dec- 

d  Such  vas.  the  rigour  of  the  season,  that  soipe  hundreds  of  the  sentinels 
dropped  down  <lead  on  their  several  posts^  unable  to  sustain  the  severity  of  the 
t!6\a.  'Vhe  Germans  He  under  the  |;eneral  rejiroach  of  pacing  veiy  little  regard 
to  the  lives  of  their  soldiers,  and  indeed  this  pracAcc  of  winter  campaigns,  in 
suck  ft  cold  country,  bespeaks  very  little  regard  to  the  dictates  of  humanity. 
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larsiticHi  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  and, m. consequence  of 
that  res(datton,  sent  so  maiqr  troops  into  Pomerania,  that 
by  the  end  of  Augnst,  their  army  in  that  country  amounted 
to  twenty-Cve  thousand  men.  Their  first  act  of  hostility 
was  the  seizure  of  Anclam  and  Demmtn,  two  towns  that 
lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  against  which  ibeir  principal  design 
was  levelled.  But  before  they  proceeded  fsurtber,  general 
Hamilton,  their  commander,  by  way  of  justifying  the  con-* 
duct  of  his  master,  published  a  declaratiot^  setting  forth, 
^^  That  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  a  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
^  Westfdialia,  could  not  help  Sending  his  troops  into  the  upper 
^^  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Pomerania  belonging  to  the  king  of 
^^  Prussia;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the  officers  appointed  to 
^'  receive  the  public  revenue  in  that  country  must  pay  what 
**  money  they  had  in  their  hands  to  him,  who  was  commis- 
"  sioned  to  receive  it  for  his  Swedish  majesty :  that,  moreover, 
*'  an  exact  account  was  required,  within  eight  days,  of  the 
"  revenues  of  the  country ;  but  that  no  more  than  ordinary 
*'*'  contributions  would  be  demanded  of  the  inhabitanls,  who 
"  might  rest  assured  that  the  Swedish  troops  should  observe 
*  the  strictest  discipline."  After  this  declaration,  they  attack- 
ed the  little  fortress  of  Penemunde,  upon  the  river  Pene^ 
and  on  the  twenty-third  of  September,  after  a  siege  of  nine 
days,  obliged  the  garrison,  which  consisted  only  of  militia, 
to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  This  alternative 
the  commanding  officer  chose,  rather  than  engage  not  to 
serve  for  two  years,  observing,  that  such  an  engagement 
was  inconsistent  with  his  honour,  whilst  his  prince .  had  so 
much  occasion  for  his  service;  and  the  Swedish  general, 
touched  with  this  noble  way  of  thinking,  was,  on  his  part, 
so  generous  as  to  give  him  his  liberty.  On  the  other  hand, 
general  ManteufFel,  who  commanded  the  Prussian  forces 
then  in  Pomerania,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men,  with 
whom  he  was  encamped  before  Stetin  to  cover  that  place,, 
published  in  answer  to  this  a  declaration,  enjoining  the 
inhabitants  of  Pomerania  to  remain  faithful  to  the  king  ol 
Prussia,  their  lawful  sovereign,  under  pain  of  incurring  his 
just  indignation,  and  absolutely  forbidding  them  to  pay  any 
regard  to  the  Swedish  manifesto. 

§  XXII.  In  the  mean  time,  mareschal  Lehwald,  imme* 
diately  after  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  wheii  the   Russians 
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began  their  retreat,  detached  prtnfft  George  of 
Gottorp,  with  a  oonndemdie  'bodjr  of  foices,  to  ibe  «dlief  jtf 
Pomeraoiaj  and,  sbordf  after,  die  BuBakui  forces  h»riB|; 
tot^y  ev^^icuaced  every  part  of  P^ussia^  escept  Meand  and 
most  of  tketn  l3eiii^  4icUially  f^e  into  winter  x^aar^stBy  bt 
himself  followed  mMk  an  ad^onal  ceinfoccemeiit  of  aioUen 
thouGond  men.  >LJpon  hi$  approach,  ihe  Swedes,  who  weQK 
then  encamped  at  {Ferdinandsboff,  and  iiad  begun  to  fill  *is9 
the  harbour  of  Swinnemunde  by  way  of  previous  pffepaca- 
tion  for  the  siege  of  Stettn,  retived  wiifb  such  predpitatton, 
f hat  they  did  not  allow  therasdves  :time  to  <dtw  olF  a  little 
garrison  they  had  at  Wdtlin,  consisting  of  :two  hundiwsd  apd 
ten  men,  who  were  mad^  prisoners  of  war.  Demmin  was 
cannonaded  by  the  Prussians  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  the  Swedes  having  lost  one  ofioer  and  iorty  men, 
desired  to  capitulate.  As,  in  order  to  ease  the  troops,  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  continue  the  siege  in  so  sh^p  a 
season,  their  request  was  granted,  and  they  had  leave  to 
retire  with  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Prussians  took 
possession  of  the  town  on  the  second  day  of  Januaiy,  after 
the'Swedes  had,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  likewise  giv^en 
up  Anolam,  where  the  conquerors  took  a'  hundred  and 
Afty  prisoners,  and  found  a  considerable  magazine  of  proTi* 
eions  and  ammunition.  -Mareschal  Lebwald,  then  passed 
the  Pene,  entered  Swedish  Pomerania,  and  ireduced  Gutft^ 
kow,  Loitz,  Tripsus,  and  Nebringen.  At  the  same  time, 
lieutenant  general  Schorlemmer  passed  with  bis.corps  from 
the  isle  of  WoUin  into  the  isle  of  Usedoro,4ind  from  thence 
to  Wolgast,  the  Swedes  having  abandoned  the  town^  as  jwell 
as  Schwineraunde,  apd  the  fort  of  Penemunde.  The  prince 
of  Hdlstein  advanced  as  far  as  Grimm  and  Griefiwalcte, 
and  the  Swedes,  losing  one  town  after  anodier,  till  diey 
had  nothing  left  in  Pomerania  but  the  port  of  Stmlsund, 
continued  retreating  till  they  had  reached  this  last^place. 
The  French  party  in  Sweden  to  comfort  the  people,. called 
thb  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  going  into  winter  quarters. 
The  'Prussian  hussars  were  not  idie  wiicrever  they  pene* 
trated ;  for,  besides  plundering -and  pillaging,  they  nused  ^ 
contribution  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  diousand  crowns  in 
Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Mecklenburghers,  who  had 
joined  the  Swedes  with  six  thousand  of  their  troops,  now 
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loond  oaoM  to  f epent  of  their  ibirwardoessy  being  left  quite 
cnqioAed  to  the  retentmettt  of  their  Ticfiorsy  who  chas;d»ed 
lliem  with  the  most  serere  e^aaions^  The  army  of  the 
Swedes,  thouf^  tkejr  did  not  fight  a  barttle,  vras^  by  sickness, 
deserdon,  and  other  accidents^  reduced  to  half  the  nnmber 
it  coosltted  of  when  they  took  the  field*  The  landgrave  of 
Heade  Cassel,  soon  after  his  territories  were  invaded  by  the 
French,  in  consequence  of  their  advantage  in  the  afikhr  of 
Hast«nbeck,  had  appKed  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  one  of 
the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  desiring  him  to 
employ  his  good  offices  with  the  court  of  France,  to  "obtain 
a  m^nre  favourable  treatment  for  his  dominions:  bat  his 
Swedish  majesty,  by  the  advice  of  the  senate,  thought  proper 
to  refuse  complying  wi^  this  request,  alleging,  that  asi  the 
crown  of  Sweden  was  one  of  the  principal  guarantees  oi  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  take 
such  a  step,  in  favour  of  a  prince  who  had  not  only  broke  the 
laws  and  constitutions  of  the  empire,  in  refusing  to  furnish 
bis  contingent,  but  had  even  vssisted,  with  his  troops,  a 
power  known  to  be  its  decbrcd  enemy.  The^aulic  coun* 
cil  too,  seeing,  or  pretending  to  see,  the  behaviour  of  th^ 
landgrave  in  the  same  light,  bsued  a  decree  against  his 
serene  hightiess  towards  the  end  of  this  year* 

$  XXIII.  The  eourt  of  Great  Britain,  jusdy  displeased 
with  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fociUty  with 
wlttch  they  had  granted  the  Fretich  a  frte  passage  through 
Namur  and  Maestricht  for  their  provisions,  ammunition, 
aifd  artillery,  in  the  beginning  of  dns  campaign,  had  very 
ptoperiy  remonstrated  against  that  step,  before  it  was  abso- 
lutely resolved  on,  or  at  least  declared  to  be  so ;  but  in 
vain ;  a  pusilhmimous  answer  being  all  the  satisfaction  that 
Iras  obtained.  The  tameness  and  indifference  with  which 
the  states  general  had  since  seen  Ostead  and  Nieuport  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  drew  npon  their  high  mighti- 
nesses a  ftirtiwr  reihonstrance,  which  was  delivered  to  them 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November  of  this  year  by  colonel 
York,  his  Britanitic  majesty's  plenipotentiary  at-fhe  Hague, 
in  the  following  terms,  well  calculated  to  awaken  in  them 
a  due  sense  of  their  own  danger,  as  well  as  to  evince  the 
injustice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  hoiwe  of  Austria : — 
"  Considering  the  critical  situation  which  Europe  has  been 
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*'  in  during  the  course  of  Ais  year,  in  consequence  of  mea- 
**  sures  concerted  to  embroil  sdl  Europe,  the  king  of  Great 
^^  Britain  was  willing  to  flatter  himself  that  the  courts  of 
"  Vienna  and  Versailles,  out  of  regard  to  the  cift:umspect 
^*  conduotiobserved  by  your  high  mightinesses,  would  have  at 
*'  least  intormed  you  of  the  changes  they  have  thought  proper 
"  to  make  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  It  was  with  the 
*'  utmost  surprise  the  king  heard,  that  without  any  previous 
*'  consent  of  your's,  and  almost  without  giving  you  any  notice, 
^  the  ccHirt  of  Vienna  had  thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of 
^*  Ostend  and  Nieuport  iijto  the  hands  of  the  French  troops, 
**  and  to  withdraw  her  own,  as  well  as  her  artillery  and  stores, 
*'*'  whilst  France  continues  to  send  thither  a  formidable  quan- 
*'  lity  of  both.  The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  towards 
**4ii8  majesty  is  indeed  so  unmerited  and  so  extraordinary, 
^^  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  words  to  express  it :  but  whatever 
^  fallacious  pretexts  she  may  have  .  made  use  of  to  palliate 
^  her  behaviour  towards  England,  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
*'  can  he  extended  so  far  as  to  excuse  the  infringement,  in 
*'  concert  with  France,  of  the  most  solemn  treaties  between 
*'  her  and  your  high  notightinesses.  The  king  never  doubted 
**  that  your  high  mightinessess  would  have  made  proper 
*'  representations .  to  the  two  courtis  newly  allied,  to  demon- 
*'  strato  the  injustice  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  the  danger 
*'^  that  mi^t  afterwards  result  from  it.  Your  high  mightiness 
**  ses  will  have  perceived  that  your  silence  on  the  first  step 
^^  encouraged  the  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  attempt  others ; 
*'  and  who  can  say  where  they  will  stop?  the  pretext  at  |fet 
*'  was,  the  need  which  the  empress  queen  stood  in'of  itne 
**  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  the  empire,  and  the  necesrity 
^^  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  those  important  places,  and 
*'  afterwards  of  their  imaginary  danger  from  England.  But, 
^^  hig^  and  mighty  lords,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  the  two 
**  powers,  who  have  taken  these  measures  in  concert,  have 
*'  other  projects  in  view,  and  have  made  new  regulations  with 
"  regard  to  that  country,  which  cannot  but  alarm  die  neigh- 
"  bouring  states.  The  late  demand  made  to  your  high  migh- 
"  tinesses,  of  a  passage  for  a  large  train  of  warlike  implements 
"  through  some  of  the  barrier  towns,  in  order  to  be  sent  to 
"  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  the  king's 
*'  attention*  The  sincere  friendship,  and  parity  of  interests  of 
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^^  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  reqmre  that  they  diould  no 
^'  longer  keep  silence,  lest,  in  the  issue,  it  should  he  €onsi» 
^^  dered  as  a  tacit  consent,  and  as  a  r^nquishment  of  all  our " 
*^  rights*  The  king  commands  me,  therefore  to  recal  to  your 
**  high  mightinesses  the  twofold  right  you  have  acquired  to 
^^keep  the  Austrian  Netherlands  under  the  govemment  of 
*^  the  house  of  Austria ;  and  that  no  other  has  a  title  to  make 
*^  the  least  alteration  therein,  without  the  consent  of  your 
^^  high  mightinesses ;  unless  the  new  allies  have  resolved  to 
^^  set  aside  all  prior  treaties,  and  to  dispose  at  pleasure  of 
**  every  thing  that  rnj^y  suit  their  private  interest.  In  the 
^'treaty  between  your  high  mightinesses  and  the  crown  of 
^*  France,  signed  at  Utrecht,  on  the  eleventh  of  April,  one 
^^  thousand  «even  hundred  and  thirteen,  in  the  fifteenth  arti- 
^  .de,  Jure  these  words :  ^  It  is  idso  agreed,  ihat  no  province^ 
^*  fort,  town,  or  city  of  the  ssid  Netherlands*  or  of  those 
^  whic)i  are  g^ven  up  by  his  catholic  majesty,  riuril  ever 
^^  be  (ceded,  transferred,  or  given,  or  shall  ever  devolve,  to 
^*  the  crown  of  France,  or  any  prince  or  princess  of  the 
**  house  oi'  line  of  France,  either  by  virtue  of  any  gift,  ex- 
'^  change,  marriage  contract,  succession  by  will,  or  by  any 
'^  other  title  whatever,  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
*^  most  christian  king,  or  of  any  prinf  e  or  ^ncess  of  tiie 
**  house  or  line  of  France.'  In  the  barrier  trekty  these  very 
^^  stipulations  !U*e  repeated  in  the  first  article :  '^  His  l^pe- 
^^  risd  and  catholic  majeaty  promises  and  engages,  that  no 
^*  province,  city,  town,  fortress,  or  territory  of  the  said 
**  coimtry,  shall  he  ceded,  transfeired,  gives^  or  devolve  to 
^  the  crown  of  France,  or  to  any  other  but^the  successor  of 
^  the  German  dominions,  of  the  house  4>f  Ausma,  either  by 
*'  donation,  sale,  exchange,  man-iage  contract,  heritage,  tes^ 
*^  tamentary  succession,  nor  under  any  other  pretext  what- 
**  soever ;  so  that  no  province,  town,  fortress,  or  territory  of 
^^  the  said  Netherlands  shall  ever  be  sutgect  to  any  other 
^^  prince,  but  to  the  successor  of  the  states  of  the  house  of 
**  Austria  albne^  excepting  what  has  been  yielded  by  the 
***  present  -treaty  to  the  said  lords  the  states  general.'  A 
*^  bare  reading  of  these  two  articles  is  sufficient  to  evince  all 
**  that  I  have  just  represented  to  your  high  mightinesses :  and 
^*  whatever  pretext  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles  may 
,  ^allege,  to  cover  the  infraction  of  these  trieaties,  the  Jhing 
Vox.  III.  Qq? 
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^  rtmatiit  tt«?ertlitlet8  erident^  wtiibt  Aese  two  coiprts  ar^ 
^  unable  |o  prove  that  the  towns  of  Ostend  and  Nieuport  are 
*^  not  actual^  in  the  power  of  Franpe.  If  their  designs  are  just, 
^  or  agreeable  to  those  treaties,  they  will  doubdess  not  scnxr 
^  pAe,  in  the  least,  to  make  your  high  mightinesses  easy  on 
^  that  head,  by  openly  explaining  themselves  to  a  quiet  and 
^  pacific  neighbour,  and  by  giving  you  indisputable  proofs  of 
^^  their  intentions  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  sai^  two  tr^a- 
'*  ties,  widi  regard  \o  the  Netherlands^  Hie  king  haA  sd 
^'  mi^ch  CQnf  dence  in  the  good  sense,  prudence,,  and  friend- 
^*  ship  of  your  high  mightinesses,  that  he  makes  fiot  the  least 
^  doubt  of  your  taking  the  most  eficacious  measores  to  dear 
^  up  an  affair  of  such  importance  |  and  of  your  being  pleased, 
*^  in  concert  with  his  majesty,  to  watch  over  the  fete  of  ai 
^  countiy,  whose  situation  and  independence  have,  for  more 
^  than  a  century  been  rf  garded  as  one  of  the  principal  sup- 
^  ports  of  your  liberty  and  commerce."  It  does  not  appear 
that  this  remonstrance  b^  the  desired  efiect  upon  the 
states  genen^,  who  were  apprehensive  of  embroiling  themr 
selves  with  an  enemy  so  remarkably  alert  in  taking  all 
advantages*  The  tnith  is,  they  yfcve  not  only  unprepare4 
for  a  rupture  with  France,  but  extremely  unwilling  to  fore- 
|p3  the  comi^eroial  profits  which  they  derived  frqm  theiip 
neutrality. 

$  XXIV,  The  king  of  Prussia,  abput  this  period,  ' 
began  tp  harbpur  a  suspiciqii  that  certain  other  powers 
longed  eagerly  to  enjoy  the  san^e  respite  from  the  dangers 
find  incpnyenlenees  of  war,  and  that  he  fan  the  risk  of 
being  abandoned  by  his  sole  patron  and  ally,  whq  seeme4 
|preat)y  a^med  at  his  defeat  in  Bohemja,  afid  desirous  of 
detaching  himself  from  a  cppnexion  which  might  be  pro? 
ductive  of  the  most  disagreeable  cOnsequenqes  to  ^is  conti- 
nental interest;  Stimulated  by  this  opinion,  his  Prussian 
li^jesty  is  sai4  to  have  written  an  expqstulatory  l^tter^  to 

e  The  )i$tter  ythUik  wgt  written  ia  FreQtt^  we  have  trsn^iUed  fof  tlMt 
refiders  intt8factioi|.  . 

« I  im  informed  tkattbedestgaof « tre^^  of  Rfntr^  for  ^  ^leelorate  of 
Hanover  is  nf:^  yet  laid  atidel  J«  it  impossible  that  jour  majesty,  can  have  sq  \iple 
r>rti|i|de  and  eonstancj,  as  to  he  dia[>irited  by  a  small  reyerae  of  fortune  ?  Are 
j^fiun  90  ruinous  that  they  eai^tiothe  repaired  ^  1  hope  your  majesty  wiH  eonaider 
tte  sl^p  you  h^ve  made  ii^e  h«i:({tr4«  antf  remember  that  yod  are  the  »»'«  c«««e  of 
^sm  B^rti^nes  that  noi^r  impl«d  w«^  my  "head-  I  s||onld  niew  lui^«  shai^oned 
^he  alli»nQe  of  Fofp^cea  hut  fot*'y9i)r  fli^ttefing  a«soranp«9.  |  d^  pot  pow  rep#nt  <jSf 
f^e  treaty  }  ^vp  ecmeh|de<|  witti  your  majcrty  j  but  1  expeef  yoa  yill  not  h»^ 


Ike  Vmg  fii  (kttkt  Britaiii,  in  which  h»  rttf  fitAafy  t$Mn 
.  that  numarch  with  hiring  iauagated  him  to  conulsfcnce  hot-' 
tilitiea  i  a»d  iatistt  upon  bis  nemembering  the  engagenientt 
h)F  wfakh  he  wm  no  soltoMdy  bound.  From  the  strain  oS 
^is  letter,  and  the  Pruaaian^t  declaration  to  the  British 
aainister  when  he  first  set  out  Sot  Saxonj^  ia»porting|  thaa 
he  waa9>ing  to  fight  the  king  of  Eagbod's  battles,  a  notion 
wm  generally  conceived  that  those  two. powers  had  agreed 
ao  certain  private  pacta  or  comrentions,  the  particulars  ol 
whkh  have,  not  yet  transpired^  Certain  it  is,  a  declaratioa 
was  delivered  to  the  Prussian  resident  at  London,  which 
npfiears  to  have  been  calculated  as  an  answet  to  the  letten 
In  diat  paper  the  king. of  Great  Britaia  declared,  that  thd 
overtures  made  by  his  msyesi^r's  electoral  ministers  in  Ger» 
Many,  touching  the  ehecka  received  on  the  cootioei^ 
ahottld  have  no  influence  on  his  majeety  as  king :  that  h« 
aaw^  in  the  same  li^t  aa  hefiMre,  the  permcious  effects  ot 
file  uauon  between  the  couru  o£  Vieni^  and  Vcrsaittes^ 
threatening  a  subveraion  of  the  whole  system  of.  pubUc 
liber^,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  European  powers  s 
thttt  be  considered  as  a  fatal  consequence  of  this  diNngeroua 
•onneauon  the  cession  made  by  the  court  of  VJefwa  <rf  U)# 
piuts  an  ^  Netherlands  to  Pnmce  in  such  a  critical  situa^  , 
lion,  jand  conteary  to  the  fsidi  of  ,th^  most  solemn  treaties  i 
that,,  whatever  might  be  the  eucoess  of  his  arma,  his  ma* 
j^a^  was  determined  to  aa  in  constant  oon«ert  with  the 
king^of  Pruaaiay  in  employing  the  most  efficacious  means  to 
.  frustrate  the  unjust  and  oppreasive  designs  of  their  common 
enMaea#  He  conciudedi  with  aasuring, the  king  of  Prussiai 
thai  the  British  enown  would  continue  to  fuljU,  ^tth  th< 
gnsateat  punctuality^  its  engagei^nto  with  hia  Prussiaii 
migealy^  and  to  support  Urn.  with  fimmess  and  vigour* 
Such  a  jrepresentation  oould  not  fail  of  being  agreeaUti  to  ft 
prince^  who^^at  tbiii  juncture,  stood  in  need  of  aoexAraor* 
dinary  eordiaU :  He  knew  he  could  securely  depend^ .  nofe 
only  on  tha.v^od  iaith  of  an  English  miotatry,  but  also  oH 
4k«-g>aod  plight  of  the  British  nai^ion,  which  like  an  indul* 
• .    *      *  ,■    ^    '  •         . 

rlowljr  leav€rnie,at,the^mere/ of  my  enemies,  after. having  bi^oug^t  Ppon  me  tSl 
the  iotee  of  fiUrope.  1  depend  upon  your  tfdberine*  to  ^r  riepeated  fenigagtineirti 
<atlietirjBirtgr^icihor|iiit]ii(Mlh^aidthatytmwiUlitteif4o»otmty  JA  mWkf^ 
'am  not  comprtjhended." 
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gent  mine,  halh  dways  presented  the  nipple  tb  hermeagre 
German  allies*  Those,  however,  who  pretended  to  coi^ 
sider  and  canvass  events  without  prejndicc  aind  prepo8*> 
session,  could  not  help  owning  Aeir  mirprise,  at  hcainng  an 
alliance  stigmatisied  as  permcious  to  the  system  of  publit 
liberty,  and  suhversive  of  the  mdependence  of  the  European 
powers,  as  they  remembered  that  thi»  alliance  was  the 
eflSect  of  necessity,  u>  which  the  house  of  Austria  wasf 
reduced,  Yor  its  own  preservation :  reduced,  as-  its  friends 
and  partisans  aflhm,  by  those  very  potentates  that  now 
reproached  her  widi  these  comieuons. 

^  XXV*  His  Britannic  ntejesty  was  resolved  that  the 
king  of  Prussia  should  hkve  no  cause  to  camplain  of  his 
indifference,  whatever  reasons  he  had  to  eitelakir  against 
the  convention  of  Closter  Seven,  which  he  did  not  scruple 
to  condemn  as  a  very  scandalous*  capitulation^  as  much  as 
he  disapproved  of  the  conduct;  in  consequence  of  which 
near  forty  thousand  men  were  so  shame&tlly  disarmed^  an4 
lost  to  bis  cause.  Those  stipulations  also  met  with  a  very 
unfavourable  reception  in  England,  where  the  motions  (^ 
die  allied  army^  in  their  retreat  before  the  enemy,  were 
very  freely  censured,  aad  some  great  names  exposed  to  the 
ridicule  and  contempt  of  the  public*  This  event,  so  singu«-^ 
lar  in  itself,  and  so  important  in  its  consequences,  attnacted 
the  attention  of  ^e  privy  council,  where  it*  is  said  to  have 
been  canvassed  with  great  warmth  and  animosity  of  alter- 
cation. The  general  complained  that  he  was  restricted  by 
peremptory  orders  from  the  regency  of  Hanover ;  and  they 
were  reported  to  have  used  retrimioations  in  their  defience. 
In  all  probability,  every  circumstance  of  the  dispute  was 
not  explained  to  the  satisfeaion  of  all  parties,  inasmueh  as 
that  gi^at  cornmander  quitted  the  harvest  of  miliary  g^oryv 
and  Kke  amydier  Cincinnatu4,  retired  to  bis  ^ougb.  The 
eonveiidoii  of  Closter  Seven  was  equally  disagreeaUe  to 
A€-  courts  of  LoTidctt  and  Versailles.  The  former  sow  the 
decforate  of  Hanover  left,  iby  this  capitokition,  at  the 
mency  of  the  enemy,  ^fao  had  taken  possession  of  the  whole 
country,  seized  ':(he  revenues,  exacted  contributions,  and 
changed  tlie  whrfe  form  of  government,  in^the  name  of  hisr 
moM  christian  miyesty ;  while  the  f'rench  army,  which  bad 
b^en  employed  in  opposing  the  Hanoverians,  was  now  at 


Kb^tjrto  i^tow  their  addhkmal  form  into  the  scdr  against 
tiie  king  of  Prussia,  who,  at  that  period,  seemed  to  totter 
on  the  verge  of  destruction.  On  the  other  hcmd|  the 
Frtncli  ministry  thought  their  general  had  granted  toor 
iair<»sriM&  terms  to  a  body  of  forces,  whoni  he  had  cooped 
i^in  such  a  manner,  that,  in  a  little  time,  they  must  have 
surrendered  at  discretion.  They,  therefore,  determined 
eitlier  to  provol^  the  Hanoverians  by  .ill  usage  to  an  infracf-^ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  or,  should  that  be  found  impractic^bley 
renounce  it  as  an  imperfect  convention,  established  widiout 
proper  authority.  Both  expedients  were  used  without 
x^eacrve.  They  were.no  sooner  informed  of  the  capitulation, 
than  they  refused  to  acknowledge  its  validity,  except  on 
condition  that  the  Hanoverian  troops  should  formally 
ei^pge  to  desist  from  aU  service  against  France  and  hef 
^dlies  dnrtng  the  present  war,  and  be  disarmed  on  theif 
retnm  to  dieir  own  country.  At  the  sanK  time  her  general, 
who  coyniwindcd  in  the  elec^n-ate,  exhausted  die  coun^,' 
by  levying  exorbitant  comribntsons,  and  connived  at.  such 
outrages  as  degraded  his  own  digni^,  and  irefiected  jdi^irace 
ontiie  charaeter  of  his  nation.  The  court  of  London,  to 
make  a  merit  of  necessity,  affected  to  consider  the  convene 
tioaal  act  as  a  provisional. armistice,  to  pave  the  way  for  a' 
negotisuion  that  might  terminate  in  a  geaeral  ^eace,  and 
proposals  were  offered  fecthat  purpose;  b«it /die French 
ministry  kept  aloof,  and  seemed  resolved  that  tin  electorate 
of  Hsmover  should  be  annexed  to  thenr  kkig'a  dominions. 
At  leasts -^they  were  bent  upon  beeping  it  9»  a  ^ftrecioui^ 
depositum;  which,  in  the  plan  of  a  general  pacification,  they 
ittiagined,  wo»dd  counterbalance  any  adyaiHi^' that  Great* 
Britain  might  obtain  in  other  parts,  of  Ae*  worlds  Had 
they  been  allowed  to  keep  diis  deposit,  the  kiiftgdomnof 
C^reat  Britain  would  have  saved  about  twenty  mtllionsxof 
money,  together  with-tfae  lives  of  h^  best  soldiers  ;i  and  ^ 
Westphaliatwould  have  continued  to  enjoy  all  Ae-falessinga^ 
of  security  andpoicie.  ^  But  the  king  of  England's  tender-* 
ness  fDr^  Hanover  was  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the' 
misfortunes  which  befcl  the  electorate.  He  could  nctt  bear 
^e  thou^^its  of  seeing  it,  even  for  a  season,  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  enemy;  and  his  own  sentiments  in  this  particular 
wefe  reinforced  by  tfce  pressing  remonstrances  of  the  PrUs- 


411^  Htaron^wt  fjMtKU^.  tf§T4 

nao  moiMMli,  wfaooi,  aft  Ait  jyn<^ure,  fae  llwnglrti  it  dia* 
geroas    to   disoblige. .     Actuated   by  diese  •  modvas,    he 
w^  pleased  to  see  the  articles  of  the  coaveadoK  so  pi^ 
pably  <oiitravened,    because  the  violadoa  .unbound   Us 
,handS)  and  enabled  him,  consisteodjr  with  good  faiA^  to 
take  eflfe^u^l  steps  for  die  assistance  of  his  ally,. and  the 
recovery  of  his  own  dominions*     He,  dierefore^  in  qualit^f 
of  elector  of  Brunswick  Lunenbourg,  piddished  a  dedara- 
don,  observing,  ^  That  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cum* 
^  beriand  had,  on  his  pait,  honestly  iutfiUed  all  the  coodi*- 
^  dons  of  the  convendon;  bat  the  duke  de  Richelieu  de* 
^  manded  that  the  troops  should  enter  into  an  engagenuait 
^  specified  above,  and  lay  down  their  arms;  althou^^Jt  was 
^  expressly^  stipulated  in  the  oonvendon^  that  diey  should 
^  not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  under  whidiquaii^ 
^'  alone  they  could  be  disarmed  9  that  the  French  ooartpre- 
^*  tended  to  treat  the  *  convention  as  a  military  regufaidott 
^^  only ;  and  indeed,  it  was  originally  notliing:flMMre;  but 
^  as  they  had  expressly  disowned  its  validity^  and  a  negoda* 
^  tion  had  been  actually  begun  finrdisanning  tlie.auxilfairies» 
^upon  certain  conditions,  though   the    French    general 
^  would  never  answer  categorically,  but  waited  always  £ar  - 
^^  fresh  instructions  from  Versailkia,  the  nature  of  that  act 
^  was  totaHy  changed;  and  what  was  at  first-  an  agieeaftent 
^  between  general  and  general,  was  no«r  become  a  Bsattv, 
^  of  state  between   the  two  courts  oi  London  and  Visr* 
^  sasUes ;  that,  however  hard  the  conditions  of  the  conven- 
^  tion  appeared  to  be  £Dr  the   troops  of  Hanover^  his 
*^  Britannic  ms^ty  woidd  have  acquiesced  with  them,,  had 
^  not  the  French  g^dngly  discovered  their  design  of  totalljr 
^  ruining  his  army  and  his  domiiuons ;  and,  by  the  mort: 
■^  ^cMtfgcou^  conduct,  >  freed  hts  Britannic  majes^  fram 
^  every  obligation  under  whkh  he  had  been  laid  -by  t^  c^m- 
^Wentiott  t  that,  in  the  midst  of  die  armtMioet  the  nsoat 
^^  open    hoedlides    had   been    committed;   the.^  OMde  of 
*^  Schartaiels  hud  been  forcibiy  seized  and  pillaged,  mui  the 
*i  gairison  made  prisoners  of  war  1  the  prisoners  made  by 
^  the  French  before  the  cdnvmtton  bad  not  be^^f^tored^ 
^^  according  to  an  eiqnress  article  stipulated  ^between  the 
^  geneitals,  ^  thou^  it  had  been  fidfiUed  on  the  part  of  the 
'^eleetoraUy    ^r    the    immeriiir  rsltaae  of   the   Frencll 
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"^ftMBM;  the  teilkt  «£  tbow  4i«drkto,  frMh  iHkicli  the 
'^  Frendi  trfx>ps  were  eultided  by  mutual  agreeoient,  had 
^^  been  siimmoiied,  ob  pain  of  militaiy  executtcm^  to  appear 
^'  before  the  French  eonimissary,  and  compelled  to  deUver 
^  into  bb  hands  the  public  revenue  ;  the  French  had  appro- 
^*priated  to  themaelvet  part  of  thote  magazines,  whieh,  bjr 
^-express  agreement,  were  destined  for  the  use  of  the 
^  el^toral  troops ;  and  they  had  seized  the  houses, 
^  revenue,  and  com,  belonging  to  the  king  of  England  in 
^  the  city  of  Bremen,  in  violation  of  their  engagement  to 
^*  consider  that  city  as  a  place  absolutely  free  and  neutral* 
^  He  took  notice,  that  they  bad  proceeded  to  menaces 
^  unheard  of  among  civilized  people,  of  burning,  sacking, 
^  and  destroying  every  thing  <dmt  feH  in  their  way,  should 
^  the  lent- hesitation  be  made  in  executing  the  convention 
^^  according  to  their  interprctation/^-^uch  weve  the  pro- 
Ibased  considerations  that  determbed  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty to  renounce  the  •  agreement  which  they  had  violated,  and 
have  recourse  to  arms  for  the  relief  of  his  subjects  and  allies. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  this  determination  that  he  confer- 
in^  the-  command  of  his  electoral  army  on  prince  Fer- 
dinand of  Brunswick,  brother  to  the  duke  of  that  name^ 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  Prussian  army  by  his 
great  military,  talents,  and  was,  by  blood  aod  inclinatioR,"as 
well  as  interest,  supposed  warmly  attached  to  his  Biitrfh^- 
nie  majesty.  The  truth  is,  the*  king  of  Priissia  recom<i 
aa^ded  him  to  this  command,  because  he  knew  he  ^eould 
depend  upon  his  concurring  with  all  his  measures,  in  con^ 
ducting  the  operations  of  the  British  army.  The  duke  de 
Jlictelieu  was  no  sooner  informed  of  these  particulars,  thak^ 
he  sent  a  letter  to  prinpe  Ferdinand,  specifying)  "^^^  That 
^  although  for  some  days  he  had  perceived  the  Hanoveriali 
^  troops  in  motion,  in  order  to  form  themselves  iitto  a  body; 
^  he  could  not  imagine  the  object  of  these  movements  was 
*^  to  infringe  the  convention  of  neutrality  which  had  been 
^  established  between  the  duke  of  Cumberland  and^him- 
^*  self,  as  French  general ;  that  he  was  blinded  so  far  by 
^^  his  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  the  elector  of  Hano- 
^^  ver,  who  had  signed  diat  convention,  as  to  believe  the 
^  troops  were  assembled  £pr  no  other  purpose  than  to  be 
^  llistributed  ii|tq  winter  qua^t^t  which  had  be^  assigned 
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^  tfaem  by  ike  agreenmt ;  tothii  tjes  were  tt  last  cqaeasd, 
->^'  by  repeated  advices  which  he  had  received  from  idl  quar- 
ts ters,  importtog,  that  the  Haaoverims  intended  to  infringe 
^^  dioae  articles  which  ought  to  be  sacred  and  inviblable : 
^^  hC' affirmed,  the  king  his  master  was  still  willing  to  give 
^*  fresh  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and  his  desire  to  spare 
^^  the  effusion  of  human  bloed:  with  that  view  he  declared 
^^  to  his  serene  highness,  in  the  namr  of  his  most  chrisUan 
^^  majesty^  that  he  persisted  in  his  rescdution  of  fulfilling 
^^  exacdy  all  the  points  of  the  convention,  provided  they 
•  ^  should  be  equaUy  observed  by  the  Hanoverian  army ; 
^^  but  he  could  not  help  apprisii^g  his  serene  bigness,  that 
^^  if  this  army  should  take  any  equivocid  step,  and  still 
^^  more,  should  it  commit  any  act  of  hostility,  he  would 
^^  then  push  matters  to  the  last  extremity,  looking  upon 
**  himself  ;is  authorised  so  to  do  by  the  rules  of  war :  diat 
^^  he  would  set  fire  to  all  palaces,  houses,  and  gardens ;  sack 
*^  all  the  towns  and  villages,  without  sparing  the  most 
*^  intonsidcrable  cottage,  and  subject  the  country  to  aH  the 
^^  horrors  of  war  and  dev/Mtation.  He  conjured  his  serene 
^^  highness  to  teflect  on  these  particulars,  and  begged  he 
^^  would  not  lay  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking  steps  so 
^^  contrary  to  his  own  personal  character,  as  well  as  to  die 
*^  natural  humanity  of  the  French  nation.''  To  this  letter^ 
whtdi  was  seconded  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  the  Danish 
ambassador,  who  had  meditated  the  convention,  prince 
Ferdinand  returned  a  very  laconic  answer  intimating,  that 
he  would  give  the  duke  de  Richelieu  his  answer  in  person 
Qt  the  head  of  hb  army.  At  this  particular  juncture,  the 
French  general  was  disposed  to  abide  by  the  original 
articles  of  the  convention,  rather  than  draw  upon  himself 
the  hostilities  of  an  army  which  he  knew  to  be  brave, 
resolute^  and  well  appointed,  and  which  he  saw  at  present 
animated  with  an  eager  desire"  of  wiping  out  the  disgrace 
they  hs|d  sustmned  by  the  capitulation,  as  well  as  of  re- 
lieving their  country  from  the  grievous  oppression  under 
which  it  groaned. 

§  XXVI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November  the  Han- 
overian army  was  wholly  assembled  at  Stade,  under  the 
auspices  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  resolved,  withoiit  dday, 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  elei:torate,  whither  they  now 
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began  dieir  mftrch.  Part  of  the  eneniy^s  rear,  consisting 
of  two  thousand  men,  was,  in  dieir  march  back  to  Zeli, 
attacke4  in  the  bailiwick  off  Ebstorff,  and  entirely  defeated 
by  general  Schuylenbourg^  and,  in  a  few  days  after  this 
action,  another  happened  upon  the  river  Aller,  between  two 
considerable  bodies  of  each  army,  in  which  the  Hanov^^ 
rtans,  commanded  by  general  Zastrow,  remained  masters 
of  the  field.  These  petty  advimtages  served  to  encourage 
tthe  allies,  and  put  them  in  possession  of  Lunenbourg,  Zell, 
amd  part  of  the  Brunswick  dominions,  which  the  enemy 
were  obHged  to  abandon.  The  operations  of  prince  Ferdi* 
nand  howiever,  were  retarded  by  the  resolution  and  obstinate 
perseverance  of  the  Frenth  officer  who  commanded  the 
garrison  of  Harbourg.  When  die  Hanoverian  troops  made 
themselves  noaaters  of  the  town,  he  retired  into  the  castle, 
which  be  held  out  i^;sunst  a  considerable  detachment  of  the 
dlied  army,  by  whom  it  was  invested ;  at  length,  however, 
lSie  fertsfications  being  entirely  demolished,  he  surrendered 
upon  capitulation.  On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  prince 
Fcrdmand  began  his  march  towards  Zell,  where  the  French 
army  had  taken  post,  under  the  command  of  the  dube  d^ 
Rkhelieu,  ^ho,  at  the  approach  of  the  Hanoverians,  called 
in  lus  advanced  parties,  abandonedr  several  magazines, 
burned  dl  the  farmhouses  and  buildings  belonging  to  the 
sheepwalks  of  his  Britannic  nurjesty,  without  pa^^ing  the 
least  regard  to  the  representations  made  by  prince  Ferdi- 
nand on  this  subject ;  reduced  the  suburbs  of  Zell  to  ashes, 
after  having  allowed  his  men  to  plunder  the  houses,  and 
«ven  set  (re  the  orphan  hospital,  in  which  a  great  ntimber 
of  helpless  children  are  said  to  have  perished.  One  cannot, 
without  horror,  reflect  upon  such  brutal  acts  of  inhumanity. 
The  French  troops,  on  divers  occasions,  and  in  different 
parts  of  the  emp«^,  acted  tragedies  of  the  same  nature, 
which  are  not  easily  reconcileable  to  the  character  of  a 
nation  famed  for  sentiment  and  civility.  The  Hanoverians 
having  advanced  within  a  league  of  Zell,  the  two  armi^ 
began  to  cannonade  each  ether;  the  French  troops,' posted 
on  the  right  of  the  Aller,  burned  their  magazines,  ^and 
retired  into  the  town,  where  they  were  so  strongly  intretich- 
ed,  that  prince  Ferdinand  could  not  attempt  the>  river,  the 
passes  of  which  were  stron j;Iy  guarded  by  the  enemy.  A< 
Vol.  III.  R  r  r 
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th«  s»m»  time  his  Vr^ops  wei»  ei|»08cd  t»  event  Ivrddvps 
froiQ  Uie  s^v^rHjr  of  the  weather;  he^  therefore,  vetiwatccl 
to  Uit«eo  and  Loncnbourg,  wIktc  hk  army  was  put  iato 
wioter  quartora,  aa4  exeeuted  several  small  entevprisea  hj 
detachmeai,  wlnfeths  Fveach  general  fi«ed  his  headquarters 
iQ  the  city  of  Hanovert  his  camxwmeatits  extending  as.  far  as 
Zcllf  iir  the  neighbaitrltood  of  wktcb  many  sdborp  akirmiAes 
were  {bv^ht  from  the  6ut  parties  with  various  success^ 
Their  Imperial  mejesUes  wef«  no  sooner  apprised  of  dttse 
^-ansoctioDs,  wkicK  duey  coosidered  aa  infnactions.  of  tfae 
ccnventtoQt^  than  they  sent  am  intimaitoon  to  dm  Barow  de 
Steinberg;^  minister  from  Ae  hing  of  Great  Britaib  as 
elector  of  Hanover,  that  be  shouM  appear  no  more  at  cosurt^ 
or  confer  wUh  their  mioiscers;  and  that  his  residing  at 
Vienna,  a&  he  might-  easily  conceive,  couM  not  be  very 
agreeable:  in  consequence  of  which  message  be  retfred!, 
after  having  obtained  the  necessary  passports  for  hts  (fepar«> 
tore.  The  chagrin  occasioned  at.  the  court  of  Viisnaa  by 
the  Hanoverian  armyV  having  recourse  to  tfacir  arms 
again,  was,  in  some  meaause,  aUoviaud  by  the  certain 
tidings  received  from  Petershurgbj^  diat,  ^  czarina  had 
signed  ber  accession  in  form  to  the  trea^  between  Ac 
courts  of  Viennas  Versailles,  and  Stockholm- 

§  XXV IL  In  closings  our  account  of  this,  yeas Vtrans^ 

'  actions  Qo  the  continent,  we  may  observe,  that  on.  die  aix^ 
teenth  ^ay  of  November  the  queen  of  Pcdand  died  at 
Berlin  of  «an  apoplexy,  supposed  to  be  occasioned  by  the 
^Kick  she  received  on  hearing  that  the  French  were  totally 
defeated  at  Rosbaoh.  She  was  a  lady  of  exemplary  virtue 
and  piety,  whose.  constitujtioB  had  been  broke  by  grief  and 
anxiety  conceived  from  the  distress  of  her  own  family,  as 
weU  as  from  tbe  misery  to  whicb  ^e  saw  her  people  expa^ 
sod.  With  respect  to  the  European  powers  that  were  not 
acluaUiy  engaged  as  principals  in  tl\e  war,  they  seemed  inr 
dtntriously  to  avoid  every  step  that  might  be  consumed  a 
deviation rfrom  the  moat  scrupulous  neutrality.     The  states 

^  general  proceeded  with  great  oircumspection,  in  the  midcUe 
course  between  two  powerful  neighbours,  equally  jealoxis 
a«id  formidHUe  ;  and  the  king  of  Spain  was  gratified  for 
Ms  ferbearafkce  with  a  omvention  setded  between  him  and 

'  tke  l^eUtgtflpent  powers^  implying,  that  bis  subject  sboid^ 
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fmmm  Astit  commeros  «t  sea  withiMit  teofosuitton,  provt- 
.dad  thejr  should  sot  transport  those  aitkles  of  merchandise 
wfaocb  w«re  deemed  contvabaad  by  all  nations.  The  opera- 
mas  at  sea  during  the  course  of  this  year,  either  in  Eu- 
rope or  America,  were  far  from  being  decisive  or  important. 
The  commarce  of  Oreat  Britani  sustained  considerable 
damage  from  the  activity  and  success  of  l^rench  privat^c^rs, 
of  nrhich  a  gteat  number  had  been  e<[uipped  in  the  isiknds 
<yf- Martinique  and  Guadaloupe.  The  (Greenwich  ship  of 
war,  mounted  with  fifty  guns,  and  a  frigid  of  twenty,  feti 
imo  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  togel^r  with  a  very  consid- 
cnMe  number  of  trading  vessels%  On  the  other  hand,  the 
English  cruisers  and  privateers  acquitted  themselves  with 
equal  vigilance  and  valour.  Vke  due  d' Aquitaine,  a  large 
ukuf  of  ifty  guns,  was  taken  in  the  month  of  June  by  two^ 
Britiak  ships  ol  war,  after  m  severe  engagement ;  and  about 
afae  same  time,  the  Aquilon,  of  nearly  the  same  force,  was 
driven  ashore  and  destroyed  near  Brest  by  the  A«itelope, 
one  of  the  &3tish  cruisers.  A  French  frigate  of  twenty- 
aix  guns,  caUed  the  Easeraude,  was  tafcen  in  the  channel, 
after  a  warm  engagement,  by  an  Eng^h  ship  of  inferior 
force,  under  the  command  ef  captain  Gikhrist,  a  galUmt  ^ 
mid  alert  ofllcer,  who,  in  the  sequal^  signslized  himself  on 
idivers  occasions,  by  ^er}^  extraordinary  aots  of  valour. 
All  the  sea* officers  seemed  to  be  animated  with  a  n^oble  emu- 
lation to  distinguish  themselves  in  the  service  of  their  coim^ 
try^  and  the  spirit  descended  even  tt)  the  captains  of  priva^ 
teers,  who,  instesd  of  imitating  the  former  commtoders 
of  that  class,  in  avoiding  ships  of  fonce,  atid  centering 
their  whole  attention  in  advantageous  priees,  now  encotin^- 
itered  the  armed  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  fought  with  th^ 
Siost  obstinate  valour  in  the  pursuit  of  tiaticmal  glory. 

$  XXVIII.  Perhaps  history  cannot  ailbrd  a  more 
retnarkable  ii^tance  of  desperate  courage  t)|an  that  which 
was  exerted  in  December  of  the  preceding  jMear,  by  ^e 
officers  ami  crew  of  an  fingliih  ^ivateer^  called  the  Ter«- 
Tii^e,  under  the  cottimand  of  captain  William  Beath, 
eqiupp^  with  twenty-six  carriage  guns,  and  manned  with 
two  hundred  sailors.  On  the  twenty-third  day  of  the 
month  he  engaged  and  made  prize  of  a  large  FrfencK  ship 
from  St.  Domingo,  after  an  obstinate  battk^  in  which  hk 
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lost  his  own  brother  and  sixteen  seamen :  Then  he  snGnted 
with  forty  men  his  prize,  which  contained  a  valdable  cargOi 
and  directed  his  course  to  £ng^nd ;  but  in  a  few  dajrs  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the  Vengeance,  a  priva* 
teer  of  St.  Maloes,  carrymg  thirty-six  large  cannon,  widi 
a  complement  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  men»  Their  first 
ftep  was  to  attack  the  prize,  which  was  easily  retaken ; 
then  the  two  ships  bore  down  upon  the  Terrible,  whose 
mainmast  was  shot  away  by  the  first  broadside.  Notwith- 
sunding  this  disaster,  the  Terrible  maintained  such  a 
furious  engagement  against  both  as  can  hardly  be  paral- 
lelled in  the  annals  of  Britain.  The  French  commander 
and  his  second  were  killed,  with  two-thirds  of  his  com- 
pany ;  but  the  gallant  captain  Death,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  officers,  and  almost  his  whole  crew,  having  met  with  the 
same  fate,  his  ship  was  boarded  by  the  enemy,  who  fidund 
no  more  than  twenty-six  persons  alive,  sixteen  of  whom 
were  mutilated  by  the  loss  of  leg  or  arm,  and  the  other 
ten  grievously  wounded*  The  ship  itself  was  so  shattered, 
that  it  could  scarcely  be  kept  abovie  water,  and  the  whole 
exhibited  a  scene  of  blood,  hprror,  and  desolation^  The 
victor  itself  lay  like  a  wreck  on  the  surface ;  and  in  this 
condition  made  shift,  wi^h  great  difficulty,  to  tow  the  Ter- 
rible^ into  St.  Maloes,  where  she  was  not  beheld  without 
astonishment  and  terror.  This  adventure  was  no  sooner 
known  in  England,  than  a  liberal  subscription  was  raised 
for  the  support  of  Death's  widow,  and  that  part  of  the 
crew  which  survived  the  engagement.  In  this,  and  every 
sea  rencounter  that  happened  within  the  present  year,  the 
superiority  in  skill  and  resolution  was  ascertained  to  the 
British  mariners ;  for  even'  when  they  fpught  against  great 
odds,  their  courage  was  generally  crowned  with  success. 
In  the  month  of  November  captain  Lockhart,  a  yolmg  gen- 
tleman, who  had  already  rendered  himself  a  terror  to  the 
€nemy  as  commander  of  a  small  frigate,  now  added  consi- 
derable to  his  reputation,  by  reducing  the  M^lampe,  a 
French  privateer  of  Bayonne,  greatly  superior  to  his  own 
ship  in  number  of  men  and  weight  of  metal.     This  exploit 

f  Th^re  wm  a  ttnmge  oomVination  of  namet  belonging  to  this  priTateer ;  the 
Terrible,  equipped  at  Lxeoation  Dock,  commanded  ny  captain  Death>  w^osq 
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was  siQConded  by  wdolher  of  the  same  nature,  in  his  con- 
^ueft  of  another  French  aldventurer,  called  the  countess  of 
Gramont;  and  a  third  large  privateer  of'  Bayonne  was 
taken  by  captun  Saumerez,  commander  of  thb  Antelope. 
In  a  word,  the  narrow  seas  were  so  well  guarded,  that  in 
a  little  time  scarce  a  French  ship  durst  appear  in  the  Eng- 
lish channel,  which  the  British  traders  navigated  without 
molestation. 

$  XXIX.  On  the  first  day  of  December,  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  opened  the  session  of  parliaaMmt  with  a 
speech  from  the  throne,  which  seemed  calculated  to  pre^ 
pare  the  nation  for  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  new  war 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. '  His  majesty  graciously 
declared,  that  it  would  have  given  him  a  most  sensible 
pleasure  to  acquaint  them  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
that  his  success  in  carrying  on  the  war  had  been  equal  to 
the  justice  of  his  cause^  and  the  extent  and  Vigour  of  the 
measures  formed  for  that  purpose.  He  expressed  the 
firmest  confidence,  that  the  spirit  and  bravery  of  the 
nation,  so  renowned  in  all  times,  which  had  formerly 
surmounted  so  many  difficulties,  were  not  to  be  abated 
by  a  few  disappointments,  which  he  trusted,  might  be 
retrieved  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  zeal  and  ardour 
of  his  parliament  for  his  majesty's  honour  and  the  advan- 
tage of  their  country.  He  said  it  was  his  determined 
resolution  to  apply  his  utmost  efforts  for  die  security  of 
his  kingdoms,  and  for  the  recovery  and  protection  of  the 
possessions  and  rights  of  his  crown  and  subjects  in  Ame- 
rica, and  elsewhere,  as  well  by  the  strongest  exertion  of 
his  naval  force,  as  by  all  other  methods«^  He  signified, 
that  anodier  great  object  which  he  had  at  heart,  was  the 
preservation  of  the  protestant  religion,  and  the  liberties 
of  Europe ;  and,  in  that  vieiv,  to  encourage  and  adhere 
to  his  allies.  For  this  cause,  he  assured  them,  he  would 
decline  no  inconveniences,  and  in  this  cause,  he  efimestly 
solicited  their  hearty  concurrence  and  vigorous  assistance. 
He  observed,  that  the  late  signal  success  in  Germany  had 
given  a  ha'ppy  turn  to  affairs,  which  it  was  incumbent  on 
them  to  improve ;  and  that,  in  such  a  critical  conjuncture, 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them.  He  particularly 
recommended  to  them,  that  his  good  brother  and  ally  the 
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king  of  Prussia  might  be  supported  in  soch  a  ntamier  m 
his  magoanimity  and  active  eeal  for  the  coMnon  cmne 
appeared  to  deserve.     To  the  comaions  be  txpressed  hi^ 
coocem  that  die  large  supplies  they  had  atrea^ly  granted 
did  not  produce  alt  the  good  fruits  they  had  reason  to 
expect ;  Imt  he  had  so  great  a  reliance  on  their  wisdom, 
as  not  to  doubt  of  their  perseyemnce*     He  only  desired 
such  supplies  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  public  service, 
and  told  them  they  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  best 
smd  most  faithful  economy  should  be  used.   He  took  notice 
of  that  spirit  of  disorder  which  had  shown  itself  among  tht 
common  people  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  he  laid  in- 
junctions upon  them  to  use  their  endeavours  for  discourage* 
ing  and  suppressing  such  abuses,  and  for  maintaining  the 
laws  and  lawful  authority.     He  concluded  with  observtng;^ 
that  nothing  would  so  effectually  conduce  to  the  defence  of 
all  that  was  clear  to  the  nation,  as  well  as  to  the  reducing 
their   enemies   to   reason,  as   union   and   harnoony  among 
themselves.     The  time  was,  when  every  paragraph  of  this 
harangue,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  is  not  remarkable 
for  its  elegance  and  propriety,  would  have  been  canvassed 
and  impugned  by  the  country  party  in  the  house  of  com^ 
mons.     They  would  have  imputed  the  bad  success  of  the 
war  to  the  indiscretion  of  the  ministr}'')  in  taking  prepos<^ 
terous  measures,  and  appointing  commanders  unequal  to 
the  service.--^hey  would  have  inquired  in  what  manner 
the   protestant  religion  was  endangered  ;   and,  if  it  was^ 
how  it   could  be  preserved  or  promoted   by  adhering  to 
allies,  who,  without  provocation,  had  well  nigh  ruined  the 
first  and  principal  protestant  country  of  the  empire.     They 
would  have  started  doubts  with  respect  to  the  late  signal 
success  in  Germany,  and  hinied,  that  it  would  only  senrc 
to  protract  the  burden  of  a  continental  war.     They  would 
have  owned  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them, 
and  drawn  this  consequence,  that  it  therefore  behoved  them 
to  act  with  the  more  delicacy  and  caution  in  discharge  of 
the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents :  a 
trust  which  their  consciences  would  not  allow  to  be  faith- 
fully discharged^  should  they  rush  precipitately  into   the 
destructive   measures   of  a   rash    and  prodigal    ministry, 
s^uknder  away  tl>e  wealth  of  the  nation^,  and  udd  to  tht 
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grierouB  bcsombriinccs  xmder  which  it  groaned,  in  sapfKMt 
of  conncxioiis  and  aMiances  that  were  ccfually  foreign  to 
ber  eovudenttion,  and  pernicious  to  her  interest.  TiMjr 
woidd  bavtt  iivtrestigaled  that  cauae  which  was  sa  warmly 
recommended  for  support^  and  pretended  to  discover  that 
k  was  a  cause  in  which  Great  Brttata  ought  to  have  had 
DO  concern,  because  it  produced  a  'certainty  o£  loss  without 
the  Least  pro^>ect  of  advanuge*  They  would  have  varied 
essentialiy  in  their  amnions  of  the  necessary  supplies,  from 
Ac  sentiments  of  those  who  prepared  tber  estimates,  and 
evea  declared  some  doubts  about  the  economy  to  be  used 
m  managing  Ae  natidnal  expq^se ;  fin^',  they  would  have 
represented  the  impossibility  of  union  between  the  two 
parties,  one  of*  whieh  seemed  bent  upon  reducing  the 
other  to  beggary  and  oontempt.  Such  was  the  strain  that 
ased  to  ftow  from  an  oppbsition,  said  to  consist  of  dialoy^ 
aky  and  disappointed  aaibkimi.  But  that  malignant  spirit 
waa  now  happily  extrngui^d«  The  voice  of  the  sove* 
reign  was  adored  as  the  oracle  of  a  divinity,  and  those 
hai^y  days  were  now  approachihg  that  saw  the  commons 
of  England  pour  their  treasures,  in  support  of  a  German 
prince,  with  such  a  generous  hand,  that  posterity  will  be 
amazed  at^etr  liberality* 

$  XXX«  To  tb^  speech  of  his  majesty  the  house  of 
lords  returned  an  address,  in  such  terms  of  complacency  as 
had  long  distinguished  that  illustripus  assembly.*  The 
commons  expressed  their  approbation  and  confidence  with 
mqaai  ardouD,  and  not  one  objection  waa  made  to  the  form 
or  nature  of  the  address,  thou^  one  gentleman,  equally 
independent  in  his  mind  and  fortune,  took  exceptions  to 
aooie  of  the  measures  which  had  been  .  lately  pursued. 
Their  complaisance  was  more  substantially  specified  in  the 
resolutiona  of  the  house,  as  soon  as  the  two  great  commit- 
tees of  supply  m^ere  appointed.  They  granted  for  the  sea 
service  of  the  ensuing  year  sixty  thousand  men,  including 
Sourteen  thousand  eight  huudred  and  fc^y- five  marines^ 
and  the  standing  army,  comprehending  four  thousand 
iarvalid^,  was  fixed  at  fiftythree  diousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy^seven  effective. men,  commission  and  noncom* 
HnssioQ  officers  included.     For  the  maintenance  of  these 

•  An.  1758.  • 


504 


HISTORY  or  ENGLANIJ.  ^753; 


forces,  by  sea  and  land,  the  charge  of  guards  and  gam- 
sons,  at  home  and  abroad,  the  expense  of  the  ordnance, 
and  in  order  to  make  good  the  sum  which  had  been  issued 
by  his  majesty's  orders,  in  pursuance  of  the  address  from 
the  commons,  they  now  allotted  four  millions,  twenty- 
two  thousand,  eig^t  hundred  and  seven  pounds,  seven 
shillings,  and  three-pence.  They  unanimously  gpran^,  as 
jOL  present  supply  in  the  then  criucal  exigency,  towards 
enabling  his  majesty  to  maintsun  an4  keep  together  the 
army  formed  last  year  in  hb  electoral  dominions,  and  then 
again  put  in  motion,  and  actually  employed  against  the 
common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Prussia, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds:  for  the  ordi« 
nary  of  the  navy,  including  halfpay  to  the  sea  officers, 
they  allowed  two  hundred  twenty-four  thousand,  four 
hundred  twenty  one  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence:  towards  the  building  and  support  of  the  three 
hospitals  for  seamen  at  Gosport,  I^ymouth,  and  Green* 
wich,  thirty  thousand  pounds :  ^  for  the  reduced  officers  of 
the  landforces  and  marine's,  pensions  to  die  widows  of  offi- 
cers, and  other  such  miliury  contingencies,  forty  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds,  seventeen  shillings, 
and  eleven-pence:  towards  building,  rebuilding,  and 
repairs  of  his  majesty's  ships  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds;  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse,  and  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  infantry,  together  with  the  general 
and  staff  officers,  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  the  train 
of  aiftillery,  being  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  sixty  days,. together 
with  the  subsidy  for  the  said  time,  pursuant  to  treaty,  th6y 
assigned  thirty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  ten-pence,  three  farthings. 
To  the  foundling  hospital  they  gave  forty  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  deserted  young  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  for  the  reception  of  all  such  as  should  be 
presented  under  a  certain  age,  to  be  limited  by  the  gover- 
nors and  guardians  of  that  charity.  Three  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  were  given  towards  discharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy,  and  two  hundred,  eighty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  two  poujids  for  making  up  the  deficiency  of  the 
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graats  for  Ae  service  of  the  preceding  feat*.  The  hbd« 
grave  of  Hesse  Cassel  was,  moreover,  gratified  with  the 
further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty  six  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  nine«pence  farthings 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  forces,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
subsidy.  They  granted  six  hutidred  and  seventy  thousand 
pounds  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  make  good  his  engage'^ 
ments  with  tl^e  king  of  Prussia,  pursuant  to  a  convention 
lately  concluded  with  that  potentate.  For  defraying  the 
charge  of  thirty-eight  thousand  men  of  the  troops  of  Hano« 
ver,*  Wolfenbuttel,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  the  count  pf  Bucke- 
bourg^  together  with  that  of  general  and  staff  officers  actu* 
ally  employed  against  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with 
the  king  of  Prussia,  from  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  last,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  in  the 
present  year  inclusive,  to  be  issued  in  advance  every  two 
months,  they  allotted  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixt)-^ 
three  thousand  eighty-four  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  ten- 
pence  ;  and  furthermore  they  granted  three  hundred  eighty- 
six  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  'fifteen  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  two-pence,  to  defray  the  charges  of  forage, 
bread  wagons,  train  of  artillery,  provisions,  wood,  straw, 
and  all  other  extraordinary  expenses,  contingejicies  and 
losses  whatsoever,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on  account 
of  his  majesty's  army,  consisting  of  thirty-eight  thousand 
mein,  actually  employed  against  the  common  enemy,  in  con- 
cert with  the  king  of  Prussia,  from  November  last  to  next 
December  inclusive.  For  the  extraordinary  expenses  of 
the  landforces,  and  other  services,  incurred  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament,  they 
allowed  one  hundred  forty-five  thousand,  (our  hui^dred  fifty^ 
four  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  one  farthing.  They  pro* 
vided  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  defray  the  like  sum  raised  in  pursuance  of  an  act  mad^ 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  dnd  T:harged  upon  the  first 
aids  and  supplies  to  be  granted  in  the  current  session^ 
Twenty-six  thousand  pounds  were  bestowed  on' the  outpen» 
sioners  of  Chelsea  hospital ;  above  twenty  thousand  for.Ae 
expense  of  ma^ntatiling  the  colonies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Geor-^ 
gia;  for  reimbursing:  to  the  province  of  Massachusetts' 
bay,  and  the  colon\'  of  Connecticut,  their  expense  in  fur* 
Vol.  III.        ^  S  s  s        ' 
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nishiDg  provisions  and  stores  to  the  troops  raise4  by  them^ 
for  his  majesty's  service,  in  the  campaign  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seten  hundred  and  fifty-six^  the  sum  of  forty-one 
thousand,  one  hundred,  seventeen  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
lings, and  six-pence,  half-penny ;  to  be  applied  towards  the 
rebuilding  of  London  bridge,  carrying  on  the  works  for 
fortifying  and  securing  the  harbour  of  Milford,  and  repair- 
ing the  parish  church  of  St.  Margaret,  in  Westminster,  they 
allotted  twenty-nine  thousand  pounds.  The  East  India 
company  were  indulged  with  twenty  thousand  pounds  ob 
account,  towards  enabling  them  to  defray  the  expense  of  a 
military  force  in  their  settlements,  to  be  maintained  by 
them  in  lieu  of  the  battalion  of  his  majesty's  forces  with- 
drawn from  those  settlements :  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  was  given,  as  usual,  for  maintaining  and  supporting 
the  British  forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa; 
and  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  were  granted  as 
an  augmentation  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges  in  the  superior 
courts  of  judicature.  They  likewise  provided  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  defraying  tjie  charge  of  pay  and  cloth- 
ing to  the  militia,  and  advanced  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  to  enable  his  majesty  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  current  year ;  and  to  take  all  such  measures  as 
might  be  necessary  to  disappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprises 
or  designs  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  his  affairs 
might  rec^uire.  The  whole  supplies  of  this  session  amounjted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  ten  millions,  four  hundred  eighty- 
six  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-seven  pounds,  and  one  pen- 
ny. Nothing  could  so  plainly  demonstrate  the  implicit 
confidence  which  the  parliament,  at  this  juncrare^  reposed 
in  the  sovereign  and  the  ministry,  as  their  conduct  in  grant- 
ing such  liberal  supjdies,  great  part  of  which  were  bestowed 
in  favour  of  our  German  ajlies,  whom  the  British  nation 
thus  generously  paid  for  fighting  their  own  battles.  Besides 
the.  sum  of  one  million,  eight  hundred  sixty-on©  thousand, 
eight  hundred  ninetyrseven  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  eight- 
peace,  expressly  assigned  for  the  support  of  these  conti- 
nental xonnexions,  a  sum  considerably  exceeding  the  whole 
of  the  revenue  raised  in  the  reign,  of  Charles  the  second, 
*aud  ^hat  j^art  of  the  sum  granted  to  the  king  for  extraordi- 
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»aiy  expended  might  be  applied  to  the  same  use,  the  article 
might  not  improperly  be  swelled  with  the  vast  expense 
incurred  by  expeditions  to  the  coast  of  France ;  the  chief, 
if  not  sole,  design  of  which  seemed  to  be  a  diversion  in- 
favour  of  the  nation's  alKes  in  Germany,  by  preventing 
France  from  sending  such  numerous  armies  into  that  coun- 
try as  it  could  have  spared,  had  not  its  seacoasts  required 
a  considerable  body  of  forces  for  its  defence  against  the 
attempts  of  the  finglish*  indeed  the  partisans  of  the  minis- 
try were  at  great  pains  to  suggest  and  inculcate  a  belief, 
that  the  war  in  Germany  was  chiefly  supported  as  a  neces- 
sary diversion  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  and  her  planta- 
tions, which  would  have  been  exposed  to  insult  and  inva- 
sion, had  not  the  enemy's  forces  been  otherwise  employed* 
But  the  absurdity  of  this  notion  will  at  once  appear  to  those 
who  consider,  that  by  this  time  Great  Britain  was  sole  mis- 
tress  of  the  sea ;  that  the  navy  of  FraiM:e  was  almost  ruined, 
and  her  commerce  on  the  ocean  quite  extinguished ;  that 
she  could  not,  with  the  least  prospect  of  success,  hazard 
any  expedition  of  consequence  agaiat  Great  Britain,  or  any 
part  of  her  dominion^  while  the  ocean  was  covered  with 
such  powerful  navies  belonging  to  that  nation ;  and  that  if 
one-third  part  of  the  money,  annually  ingulfed' in  the  Ger- 
man vortex,  had  been  employed  in  augmenting  the  naval 
forces  of  £ngland,  and  those  forces  properly  exerted,  not  a 
single  cruiser  would  have  been  able  to  stir  from  the  har- 
bours of  France ;  all  her  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  would 
have  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain ;  and, 
thus  cut  oflf  from  the  resources  of  commerce,  she  must  have 
been  content  to  embrace  such  terms  of  peace  as  the  victor 
should  have  thought  proper  to  prescribe. 

§  XXXI.  The  funds  established  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  in  order  to  realise  those  articles  of  sup-, 
ply,  consisted  of  the  malt  tax,  the  land  tax,  at  four  shillings 
an  the  pound,  sums  remaining  in  the  exchequer,  produced 
from  the  sinking  fund,  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  annuities,  at  three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings per  cent,  per  ann.  and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
by  a  lottery,  attended  with  annuities  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  ann.  these 
sev^eral  annuities  to  be  transferrable  at  the  bank  ot  England, 
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tnd  charged  apon  &  fund  to  be  estafaKshed  in  tins  session 
of  parliament  for  payment  thereof,  and  for  which  the  sink- 
ing fond  should  be  a  cc^^eral  security^^^-^ne  million^  six 
hundred  and  sit  thousand  and  seventy^six  pounds,  five 
diillings,  one  penny,  one  farditng,  issued  am^  applied  out  of 
such  moneys  as  should  or  might  arise  from  the  ^urplusses^ 
excesses,  and  other  revenues  composing  the  sinking  fund-** 
a  tax  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  to  be  annually  paid  from 
s^  salaries,  fees,  and  perquisites  of  offices  and  em^oyments 
in  Great  Britain,  and  from  all  pensions  apd  other  gratuities 
payable  out  of  any  revenues  belonging  to  his  majesty  in 
Great  Britain,  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  one  hundred 
poundsfv-on  imposition  of  one  shilling  annually  upon  every 
dwellinghouse  inhabited  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri** 
tain,  over  and  above  all  other  duties  already  chargeable  upon 
diem,  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of'  April*-*4in  addi* 
tlonal  tax  of  six-pence  yearly  for  every  window  or  light  in 
every  dwellinghouse  inhabited  in  Britain  which  shall  con- 
tain fifteen  windows  or  upwards ;  a  continuation  of  certain 
^cts  near  expiring,  with  respect  to  the  duties  payable  pa 
foreign  sail  cloth  imported  into  Gresit  Britain,  the  eiq»orta-» 
tion  of  British  gunpowder,  the  securing  and  encouraging 
the  trade  of  his  majesty  V  sugar  colonies  in  America,  and 
fhe  empowering  the  importers  and  proprietors  of  spirits 

f  It  iru  enActedt  that  ever?  penon  subfcribing  for  five  huiMived  pounds 
^houkl  be  entitled  to  four  hundred  and  fiflv  in  annuitieSy  and  fifty  pounds  in  lottery 
tiokets,  and  ao  in  pi-eiHHtion  for  a  greater  or  less  sum ;  that  the  lotteiy  should  con. 
apt  of  tioketa  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  each,  in  Uie  pi*o|)Oilion  not  exceeding 
eight  blanks  to  a  prize ;  the  blanks  to  be  of  the  value  of  six  pounds  each ;  the 
hianka  and  priiea  to  bear  an  interest  after  the  rate  of  thrfQ  pounds  per  cent  t9 
eommenc^  from'the  first  day  of  ,|anuary»  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
p,nd  fift]r-Bhie ;  and  th^t  %he  sum  of  foor  million^  five  hundred  thousand  ponnds, 
to  be  raised  by  annuities,  should  bear  ^n  interest  after  the  rate  of  tli^ee  pounds  ten 
shillings  per  cent-  fi*om  the  fifth  day  of  7uly,  in  the  pi*esent  year ;  which  annuities 
should  stand  reduaed  to  thi«e  pounds  per  cent  after  the  expiration  of  twenty -four 
years,  and  afterwards  be  redeeniahle  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  by  sums  iK>t  less 
than  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  at  one  time,  six  roontns  notree  having  beeti 
first  given  of  sueh  pio^n«6nf»  respectively  ;  that  any  subscriber  luis^^  on  or  before 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  make  a  deiiosit  often  pounds  per  cent,  on  such  sum 
as  he  should  ehooie  to  aiil)icribc  to«  arris  rising  these  five  millions,  with  die  caih^ 
iers  of  the  bank,  as  a  security  for  his  future  payments  on  the  days  apmMuted  for 
that  purpose ;  that  the  sevend  sums  so  received  by  the  cashiers  should  be  paid  ii.to 
the  receipt  of  the  ex^he^iuer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to  t^ne  to  such  service  as 
should  then  have  been  voted  by  the  house  of  commons  in  this  session  of  partiarrent, 
and  no|  otherwise;  that  any  subscriber  pa^hig  the  whole  or  any  part  of  bis  seb- 
soriptioi)  pi;«vious  to  the  da-ys  appointed  tor  Uie  respective  i>ayment%  should  b^ 
||Ilewed  a  discount,  at  the  rafe  of  three  percent.  fi*om  the  days  of  such  rtspeciive 
payments,  to  the  respeatjve  $iines  on  whieh  sudi  payments. were  directed  to  be 
fngde.  and  thai  all  persqihs  who  should  make  their  full  payments  on  the  said  lottery^ 
)4)o^|d  reeei?»  th^  titkets  as  soon  as  they  ^ouM  be  cMorenieutly  made  out 
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from  the  British  augiur  pknttlioDt  to  \md  ikem  before  pay- 
laaeiit  of  the  duties  of  excise,  aad  to  lodge  them  ia  ware-* 
houses  at  their  own  expense— *«n  annual  tax  of  forty  sUi- 
Bngs  for  a  license  t&  he  taken  out  by  every  person  trading 
in,  selling,  or  vending  gold  or  silv^  plate,  iniku  of  the  duty 
of  aix^pence  per  ounce  on  all  silver  plate,  made  or  wrought, 
or  which  ought  to  be  touched,  easayed^  or  marked  in  this 
kingdom,  which  duty  now  ceased  and  determined-*— a  cessa- 
tion of  all  drawbacks  payable  on  the  exportation  of  silver 
plate— a  law  prohibiting  all  persons  from  selling,  by  retail^ 
any  sweet  or  made  wines,  without  having  first  procured  a 
license  for  that  purpose — and  a  loan  by  exchequer  bills  for 
eight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  charged  on  the  first 
aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  session  of  parliament.  These 
provisions  amounted  to  the  sum  of  eleven  millions,  seventy- 
nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  six 
shillings,  and  ten-pence,  exceeding  the  grants  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  ninety-three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  sixty, 
five  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  nine«^ence^  so  that  the  nation 
had  reason  to  hope  that  this  surplus  of  abpte  half  a  millioo. 
would  prevent  any  demand  for  deficiencies  in  the  next  ses- 
sion. By  these  copious  grants  of  the  house  of  commons, 
whose  complaisance  knew  no  bounds,  the  national  debt  was, 
at  this  juncture,  swelled  to  the  astonishing  sum  of  eighty- 
seven  millions,  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  ten-f 
pence,  farthing ;  a  load  that  would  have  crushed  the  national 
credit  of  any  other  state  in  Christendom. 

$  XXXII.  The  liberality  of  the  parliament  was  like  the 
rock  in  the  wilderness,  which  flowed  with  the  welcome 
stream  when  touched  by  the  rod  of  Moses.  The  present 
supply  which  the  commons  granted  for  the  subsistence  6f 
the  Hanoverian  army  was,  in  pursuance  of  a  message  from 
his  majesty,  communicated  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  signifying,  that  the  king  had  ordered  his  electoral  army 
to  be  put  again  in  motion,  that  it  might  act  with  vigour 
against  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with  his  good  brother 
and  ally,  the  king  of  Prussia;  that  the  exhausted  and  ruin- 
ed state  of  the  electorate  having  rendered  it  incapable  of 
pmintaining  that  army,  until  the  further  necessary  charge 
thereof,  as  well  as  the  more  partif^Iar  me^suires  then  con 
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ceiting  fiir'the  effectusd  support  of  Ms  Prussian  majesty, 
could  be  laid  before  the  house,  the  king,  relying  on  the  con- 
stant zeal  of  his  faithful  commons  for  the  support  of*  the 
protestant  religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  against 
the  dangerous .  designs  of  France  and  her  confederates, 
found  himself,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  recommending  to  the  house  the  speedy  consideration 
of  such  a  present  supply  as  might  enable  his  majesty*,  in 
this  critical  conjuncture,  to  subsist  and  keep  together  the 
said  army.  This  address  was  no  sooner  recited  by  the 
speaker,  than  it  was  unanimously  referred  to  the  committee 
of  supply,  who  gratified  his  majesty's  wish  with  an  imme- 
diate resolution ;  and,  considering  their  generous  disposi- 
tion, doubdess  the  same  compliance  would  have  appeared, 
even  though  no  mention  had  been  made  of  the  protestant 
religion,  which,  to  men  of  ordinary  penetration,  appeared  to 
have  no  natural  concern  in  the  present  dispute  between  the 
belligerent  powers,  although  former,  ministers  had  often 
violently  introduced  it  into  messages  and  speeches  frotn  the 
throne,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  populace,  even 
while  they  insulted  the  understanding  of  those  who  were 
capable  of  exercising  their  own  reason.  This  pretext  was 
worn  so  threadbare,  that,  among  the  sensible  part  of  man- 
kind, it  could  no  longer  be  used  without  incurring  contempt 
and  ridicule.  In  order  to  persuade  mankind  that  the  pro- 
testant religion  was  in  danger,  it  would  have  been  necessary 
to  specify  the  designs  that  were  formed  against  it,  as  well 
as  the  nature  of  the  conspiracy,  and  to  descend  to  particu- 
lars, properly  authenticated.  In  that  case,  great  part  of 
Europe  would  have  been  justly  alarmed.  The  states  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Provinces,  who  have  made  such  glorious 
and  indefatigable  efforts  in  support  of  the  protestant  reli- 
gion, would  surely  have  lent  an  helping  hand  towards  its 
preservation.  The  Danes  would  not  have  stood  tamely 
neutral,  and  seen  the  religion  they  profess  exposed  to  the 
rage  of  such  a  powerful  confederacy-  It  is  not  to  be  ima- 
gined that  the  Swedes,  who  have  so  zealously  maintained 
the  purity  of  the  protestant  faith,  would  now  join  an  asso- 
ciation whose  aim  was  the  ruin  of  that  religion.  It  is  not 
credible  that  even  the  Hungarians,  who  profess  the  same 
faith,  and  other  orotestant  states  of  the  empire,  would  enter 
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so  heartily  into  the  interests  of  tfaofte  wkd  were  b^m  upon 
its  destruction ;  or  that  the  Rumi^s  would  contribute  td 
the  aggrandisement  of  the  catholic  faith  and  discipline,  so 
opposite  to  that  of  the  Greek  chiorch,  which  they  espouse. 
As,  therefore,  no  particular  of  such  a  de^n  was  expkined, 
no  act  of  oppression  towards  any  proteataol  state  or  society 
pointed  out,  except  those  that  were  exercised  by  the  protes-^ 
tants  themselves ;  and  as  the  court  of  Vienna  repeatedly 
disavowed  any  such  design,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the 
unprejudiced  part  of  mankind  will  be  apt  to  conclude  that 
the  cry  of  religion  was  used,  as  in  former  tim^,  to  ilrouse^ 
alarm,  and  infiame ;  nor  did  the  artifice  prove  altogether 
unsuccessful.  Notwithstanding  the  general  lukewarmth  uf 
the  age  in  matters  of  religion,  it  produced  consideraiUe 
effect  among  the  fanatic  sectaries  that  swarm  through  the 
kingdom  of  £ngland.  The  leaders  of  those  blind  enthusi- 
asts, either  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  delusion,  or  desirous 
of  recommending  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  higher 
powers,  immediately  seized  the  hint,  expatiating  vehemently 
on  the  danger  that  impended  o\^er  God's  people ;  and  ex-' 
erting  all  their  faculties  to  impress  the  belief  of  a  religious 
war,,  which  never  fails  to  exasperate  and  impel  the  minds 
of  men  to  such  deeds  of  cruelty  and  revenge  aa  must  dis> 
credit  all  religion,  and  even  disgrace  humanity.  .  The  stg^ 
nal  trust  and  confidence  which  the  parliament  of  England 
reposed  in  the  king,  at  this  juncture,  was  in  nothing  more 
conspicuous  than  in  leaving  to  the  crown  the  unlimited 
application  of  the  sum  granted  for  augmenting  the  salaries 
of  the  judges.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the  act 
of  settlement  was  passed,  the  pariiament,  jealous  of  the 
influence  which  the  crown  might  acquire  over  the  judges, 
provided,  by  an  express  clause  of  that  act,  that  the  com- 
missions of  the  judges  should  subsist  ^am  diu  se  bene  ges- 
serinty  and  that  their  salaries  should  be  established :  but 
now  we  find  a  sum  of  money  granted  for  the  augnuentation 
of  their  salaries,  and  the  crown  vested  with  a  discretionary 
power  to  propgrtion  and  apply  this  augmentation :  a  stretch 
of  complaisance,  which  how  safe  soever  it  may  appear 
during  the  reign  of  a  prince  famed  for  integrity  and  moder- 
ation, will  perhaps  one  day  be  considered  .as  a  very 
dangerous  accession  to  the  prerogative. 
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§  XkXIIL  So  fuHy  persuaded  were  the  mimstry,  that 
tiie  comsioiis  would  cheerfully  enable  them  to  pay  what 
•obsidies  they  might  promise  to  their  German  allies,  that 
on  the  eleventh  of  April  they  concluded  a  new-  treaty  of 
convention  with  hb  Prussian  majesty,  which,  that  it  might 
have  the  firmer  consistence,  and  the  greater  authority,  was, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Briuin,  transacted  and  signed  by 
almost  all  the  privy  counsellors  who  had  any  share  in  the 
administration.^  This  treaty,  which  was  signed  at  West* 
minster,  imported,  ^^  That  the  contracting  powers  having 
^^  mutually  resolved  to  continue  their  efforts  for  their  reci- 
*'^  procal  defence  and  security,  for  the  recovery  of  their  pos- 
^  s«ftsiof»i,  the  protection  of  their  allies,  and  the  support  of 
^  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body,  his  Britannic  majesty 
^^  had,  from  these  considerations,  determined  to  grant  to  his 
^^  Prussian  majesty  an  immediate  succour  in  money,  as  being  . 
^  the  most  ready  and  the  most  efficacious ;  and  their  majesty's 
*^  having  judged  it  proper  that  thereupon  a  convenuon  should 
^^  be  made,  for  declaring  and  fixing  the^r  intentions  upon  this 
^^  head,  they  had  nominated  and  authorized  their  respective 
^^  ministers,  who,  after  having  communicated  their  full  pow- 
^^  ers  to  one  another,  agreed  to  the  following  stipulations : — 
^^  The  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  pay  in  the  city  of 
^^  London,  to  such  persons  as  should  be^  authorized  to 
•*  receive  it  by  his  Prussian  majesty,  the  sum  of  four  rail- 
^  lions  of  German  crowns,  amounting  to  six  hundred  and 
*^  seventy  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  at  once,  and 
'^  in  one  whole  sum,  immediately  after  die  exchange  of  rati- 
^  fications,  upon  being  demanded  by  his  Prussian  majesty. 
*^  This  prince,  on  his  part,  obliged  himself  to  apply  that  sum 
^^  to  the  maintaining  and  augmenting  his  forces,  which  should 
*^  act  in  the  best  manner  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause« 
^^  and  for  the  purpose  of  reciprocal  defence  and  niutual  secu- 
*'  rity,  proposed  by  their  said  majesties.  Moreover  the  high 
^^  contracci;>g  parties  engaged  not  to  conclude  smy  treaty  of 

W  These  vefCy  sir  Hubert  Henley*  lord  keeper  of  the  great  leal ;  John,  earl  of 
Ciranville,  president  of  the  council :  Thomas  Holies,  duke  of  Newcastle,  first  com- 
missioner of  ^e  treastir^s  liobert,  earl  of  HolderBeM,  one  of  the  priuoipal  seorett- 
ries  of  slitte ;  l^hilip,  earl  of  Hardwicke ;  and  William  FItt,  esq  another  of  the  prin- 
cipal secret;iries  df  State.  In  the  name  and  on  the  part  of  his  Prussian  flujesty,  tlie 
^teurs  llfMle  Henry,  btHron  of  Knjrphansen^  his  privy  counsellor  of  emnasi;y«  and 
minister  plenipotentiiiry  at  the  coiMt  of  London;  and  Louis  Miehel,  his  residcnf  Hod 
charge  d'ati^ires. 
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^  peaccy  truce,  or  neutrality^nor  any  odier  sort  of  conventidn 
^  or  agreement,  with  the  powers  engaged  in  the  present  war, 
^  but  in  concert  and  by  mutoal  agreement,  wherein  both 
**  ahoald  be  nominally  comprehended.  Finally,  it  was  stipu<*> 
^^  laled  that  this  convention  shoald  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifi*^ 
^^  cations  exchanged  on  both  sides,  within  the  term  of  six 
^^  weeks,  to  foe  computed  from  the  dayof  signing  this  presoit 
**  convention,  or  sooner,  if  possible." 

$  XXXIV.  All  the  resolutions  to  which  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  agreed  were  executed  by  bills,  or  clauses 
in  bills,  which  afterwards  received  the  royal  sanction.  The 
milida  still  continued  to  be  an  object  of  parliamentary  care 
and  attention  :  but  the  institution  was  not  yet  heartily  en^ 
braced,  because  seemingly  discountenanced  by  the  remnant 
of  the  old  ministry,  which  still  maintained  a  capital  place 
in  the  late  coalition,  and  indeed  almost  wh<dly  engrossed 
the  distribution  of  pensions  and  places.  The  commons 
having  presented  an  address  to  his  majesty,  with  respect  to 
the  harbour  of*  Milford  haven,  a  book  of  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  fortifying  that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  house, 
and  '  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  particulars. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  mouth  of  ■  die  harbour  was 
too  widcito  admit  of  any  fortification,  or  eiFectual  defence; 
but  that  tha passage  called  Nailand  Point,  lying  higher  than 
Hubberstone  road,  might  be  fortified,  so  as  to  afford  safe 
riding  and  protection  to  the  trade  and  navy  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  :  that,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  hereafter  to  estab* 
lish  a  yard  and  dock  for  building  ^d  equipping  fleets  at 
Milford,  no  place  could,  frpm  the  situation,  nature,  soil, 
and  a  general  concurrence  of  all  necessary  local  circum- 
stances, be  more  fitted  for  such  a  design ;  that  if  a  proper 
use  were  made  of  this  valuable  though  long  neglected  har- 
bour, the  distr.essful  delays  too  often  embarrassing  and 
disappointing  the  nation  in  her  naval  operations,  might  be, 
in  a  great  measure  happily  removed,  to  the  infinite  relief 
and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  in  the  means  of  improving 
its  naval  force ;  the  njt^cessary  progress  and  free  execution 
of  which  was  now  so  unhappily  and  frequently  rsstrained 
and  frustrated,  by  the  want  of  a  harbour  like  that  of  MiL- 
ford  haven,  framed  by  nature  with  such  local  advantages. 
This  report  appeared  tp  be  so  well  supported  by  evidence^ 
Vol.  UL  '       T  1 1 
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tliat  a  Bin  WM  framed,  and  patsed  isto  an  act,  for  granting 
ten  thousand  ponnds  towards  carrying  on  the  works  for 
fortifying  and  securing  the  harbour  of  Milford  in  the  ^ 
eounty.of  Pembroke.  Other  laws  of  national  consequence 
were  enacted,  in  the  eourse  of  this  session,  with  little  or 
no  opposition*  On  the  very  first  day  of  their  sitting,  the 
acmunons  received  a  petition  from  the  mayor,  magistrates, 
merchants,  and  inhabitanu  of  Liverpool,  complaming  of 
the  Mgll  priee  of  wheat,  and  other  grain ;  expressing  their 
apfmhension  that  it  would  continue  to  rise,  unless  the 
time  for  the  importation  of  foreign  com,  duty  free,  should 
be  prolonged,  or  some  c^her  salutary  measure  uken  by 
parliament,  to  prevent  dealers  from  engrossing  com  ;  sub^ 
initting  to  the  wisdom  of  the  house  a  total  prohibition  of 
distill^  Wd  ^:q)orting  grain  while  the  high  price  should 
continue  v  praying  they  would  take  die  premises  into  con- 
sideratiop,  i^id  grant  a  seasonable  relief  to  the  petitioners, 
by  d  cpn^nnance  of  a  free  importation,  and  taking  such 
other  effectual  means  to  reduce  the  growing  price  of  com 
Iks  to  them  should  seem  necessary  and  expedient*  This 
being  an  urgent  case,  that  equally  interested  the  humanity 
of  the  lepslature  and  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  it 
was  deliberated  upon,  and  discussed  with  reouirkable  des« 
patch.  In  a  few  days  a  bill  was  prepared,  passed  through 
bodi  houses,  and  enacted  into  a  law,  continuing  till  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  pecember,  in  the  present  year,  the 
thr^^  acts  of  last  session;  for  prohibiting  .the  exportation 
of  com ;  for  prohibiting  the  distillation  of  spirits  \  and  for 
^wing  the  importation  of  com,  duty  free.  A  second 
law  was  established,  regulating  the  price,  and  assize  of 
bread,  and  subjecting  to  severe  penalties  those  wl|a  should 
be  concerned  in  its  adulteration.  In  consequence  of  cer^ 
tain  resolutions  taken  ii^  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  ^ 
bill  was  presented  for  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  com,  unless  sold  at  a  lower  price 
than  i^  ^owed  in  an  act  passed  in  the  first  ^'^ar  of  the 
reigq  of  lyiUi^ns  aj^d  Mary:  but  this  bill,  after  havipg 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  committed,  was  neglected, 
fmd  ptoved  abortive. 

^  XXXV.  In  consequjmce  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr« 
Qreiiville,  a  humaiiip  biU  was  prepared  ai)4  brought  itt  for 


the  eoconwigemept  of  •emnoi  ^laploydd  in  the  rojral  iiavjr, 
esOiUiahtog  a  regufaur  method  for  die  punctual,  frequeat, 
and  certlun  payment  of  tl^r  wages  i  enabling  diem  more 
eaatly  and  readily  lo  remit  money  for  the  support  of  their 
wives  and  families,  and  preventing  the  frauds  and  abuses 
attending  such  payments.  This  bill,  having  tossed  tji« 
lower  house,  eagkged  in  a  very  particidar  nfiumer  the 
attention  of  the  lords,  who,  by  divers  messages  to  the 
house  of  commons,  desired  the  atlendence  of  several  mens- 
b^rs«  These  messages  being  tiiken  into  consideration,  sev* 
end  precedents  were  recited:  a  debate  arose  about  their 
formalky,  and  the  house  unanimously  resolved  that  a  mes* 
sage  should  be  sent  to  the  lords,  a^uainting  them  that  (tut 
house  of  commons,  not  being  sufliciently  informed  by  their 
m^sages  upon  what  grounds,  or  for  what  purposes,  their 
-  lordships  desired  the  house  would  give  kave  to  sudi  of 
their  members  as  w^e  named  in  the  said  messages  to 
attend  the  house  of  lords,  in  order  to  be  examined  upotr 
die  second  reading  of  the  bill,  the  commons  hoped  their 
Urdshipe  would  make  them  acquainted- with  d»ir  intention/ 
The  lords,  in  answer  to  this  intimation,  gave  the  commons 
to  haderstand,  that  they  denred  die  attendattf:e  of  the  mem* 
bers  mendoned  in  their  messages,  that  they  might  be  exam^ 
iaed  as  witnesses  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill.  This 
explanation  being  deemed  saEtisfactory,  the  numbers  attend- 
ed the  house  of  lords,  Where  they  were  carefoily  and  folty 
examined,  as  persons  conversant  in  sea  afiairs,  touching  die 
inconveniences  which  had  formerly  attended  the  sea  servic^, 
as  well  as  the  remedies  now  proposed  i  and  the  bill  having 
passed  through  their  house,  though  not  widiout  wlmn  oppo- 
sition^ was  enacted  into  a  law  by  his  majesl^s  assent.  The 
milida  act,  as  it  passed  in  the  last  session,  being  found  upon 
trial  defoctive,  Mr.  Townshend  moved  forleave  to  bring  iii 
a  new  bill,  to  explain,  amend,  and  enforce  it :  this  was  ac- 
cordingly allowed,  prepared,  and  passed  into  a  law;  though 
it  did  not  seem  altogether  free  from  material  objections; 
some  of  which  were  of  an  alarming  nature.  The  power 
vested^  by  law  in  the  crown  over  die  mtlidfl,  is  even  more 
independent'  than  that  which  k  exercises  over  die  standing 
army ;  for  this  last  expires  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  not 
oontinued  by  a  new  act  of  pariiament ;  wheyeas  the  militia 
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]»  •objected  to  due  power  oP  tbe  crown  for  the  tern  of  five 
'years,  during  which  it  may  be  odled  out  into  actual  service 
without  coBscDt  of  paritanem,  and  consequently  employed 
for  sinister  purposes.  A  commission  officer  in^  the  militia 
may  be  detained^  as  subject  to  the  articles  of  war,  until  the 
Mt>wn  shall  dlow  die  militm  to  return  to  their  respective 
parishes ;  and  thus  engaged,  he  is  liable  to  death  as  a  muti- 
neer, or  deserter,  should  he  refuse  to  appear  in  arms,  and 
fight  in  support  of  the  worst  measures  of  the  worst  minis- 
ter. Several  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  silk  offered 
a  petition,  representing,  that  in  consequence  of  the  act 
passed  ib  the  last  session,  allowing  the  importation  of  fine 
organzine  Italian  thrown  silk  till  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  seven-  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  they  had  given  orders  to  their  correspoMtents  abroad 
to  send  large  quantities  of  such  sitk  through  Germany  to 
Hamburgh  and  Holland^  which,  in  the  common  coarse  of 
things  might  probably  have  arrived  in  London  before  the 
act  expired,  if  their  carriage  had  not  been  protracted  hf 
the  great  rains  and  inundations  in  Italy  and  Germany,  in 
the""  months  of  August  and  September  last,  which  rendered 
/die  roads  for  many  weeks  impassable :  that  from  unlucky 
accidents  on  shore,  and  storms  and  contrsty  winds  after 
die  silk  was  shipped,  it  coidd  not  possiUy  arrive  withia 
the  time  limited  by  the  act;  and  unless  it  should  be 
admitted  to  an  entry,  they,  the  petitioners,  would  be  great 
sufferers,  the  manufactures  gready  prejudiced,  and  die 
good  end  and  purpose  of  the  act  in  a  great  measure  frus- 
trated :  tbey  therefore  prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
allowing  die  intnxkiction  of  all  such  fine  Italian  organzined 
silk  as  skoidd  appear  to  have  been  shipped  in  Holland  and 
Hamburgh  for  Londim,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
DeceAdier.  The  petitioi^  being  referred  to  a  committee, 
which  reported  that  these  allegations  were  true,  tbe  house 
complied  with  their  request^  and  the  bill  having  passed, 
was  enacted  into  a  law  in  tbe  usual  form.^  A  speedy 
pai^sage  was  likewbe  granted  to  tbe  mutiny  bill,  and  die 
other  annual  n^easure  for  regulsdng  the  marine  forces, 
which  contained  nothing  new  or  extradrclinary.  A  com- 
mittee being  appbinted  to  inquire  what  kws  were  already 
expired,  or  near  expiring,  they  performed  this  difficult  task 
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whk  imkittigahle  pAtknce  and  perseverance ;  and,  in  pur- 
siMuice  of  .their  resoltttions,  tkree  bills  were  prepared  and 
passed  into  laws^  coutiiHiing  some  acts  lor  a  certain,  time) 
and  rendering  others  perpetual.' 

$  XXXVI.  The  lord  major,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common  council  assembled,  having 
drawn  up^  a  petition  to  the  house  bf  commons,  alleging  that 
the  toll  upon  loaded  vessels  or  other  craft,  passing  through 
the  arches  of  London  bridge,'  granted  by  a  former  act, 
passed  in  die  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
for  improving^  widening,  and  enlarging  the  passage  both 
under  and  over  the  smd  bridge,  was  altogether  precarious 
and  iasuflkient  to  defray  the  expense,  including  that  of  a 
temporary  wooden  bridge  already  erected;  and  praying 
that  a  bill  might  be  prepared,  for  explaining  and  rendering 
that  act  effectual ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  contents,  and  a  bill  brought  in  according  to  their 
request.  This,  however,  was  opposed  by  a  petition  from 
several  persons,  owners  of  barges,  and  other  craft  navigating 
the  river  Thames,  who  affirmed,  that  if  the  bill  should  pass 
into  a  law  as  it  then  stood,  it  would  be  extremely  injurious 
to  the  petitioners  in  particular,  and  to  the  public  in  general. 
These  were  heard  by  their  counsel  bef<H*e  the  committee, 
but  no  report?  was  yet  given,  when  the  temporary  bridg(6 

i  Amone  those  rendered  perpetoal,  we  find  an  act  of  the  1  SlIi  and  14th  of 
Charles  11.  for  preventing  theft  antl  rapine.  An  act  of  the  9tli  of  George  I. 
for  niifiiahlnft  peraoita  soinR  armed  in  disguise.  A  clause  in  the  aet  pf  the  sixth 
of  George  11.  to  prevent  the  breaking  down  the  bank  of  any  river ;  and  another 
elause  In  the  said  act,  to  prevent  the  treacherous  cutting  of  hopbinds.  Seve- 
ral claiasea  in  an  act  of  the  10th  of  George  II.  for  punishing  persons  setting  on  iire  ^ 
any  mine,  &c.  The  temporary  part  of  the  act  of  the  '20th  of  George  II.  for 
taking  away  tlie  hepeditwy. jurisdictions  of  Scotland,  relating  to  the  power  of 
appealine  to  circuit  courts.  Those  continued  were,  1.  .^n  act  of  the  T2th 
George  ll.  ibr  granting  liberty  to  carry  sugars,  &cc.  until  ilie  twenty -ninth  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament.  II.  An  act  of  the  5tb  of  George  II.  to 
prevent  fbauds  by  bankrupts,  &c.  for  the  same  pciiod.  ill.  An  act  of  the  8th 
of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the  inmortation  of  naval  stores^  kc.  for  the  same 
period.  IV.  An  act  of  the  Idth  of  George  II.  for  preventing  frauds  in  the 
admeasurement  of  coals,  ^c.  until  Juno  ^,  1759;  and  to  this  wis  added,  a 
Perpetual  clause  for  preventing  the  stealing  or  destroying  of  madder  roots, 
y.  An  act  6if  the  9th  of  George  IL  for=  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  Ui*i^ 
tish  fail  cloth  iftitll  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  onp  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  stxty-four.  VI.  An  act  of  the  4th  of  Gebrge  11.  granting  an  allowance 
upon  UritiEh  Made  gunpowder,  for  the  same  period.  VII.  An  act  of  the  6lK 
of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  sugar  colonics,  mitil  the  twen- 
ty-ninth of  September,  one  thousand  sev^n  hundred  and  sixty -one.  And,  VIII. 
so  much  of  Uuj  aet  of  the  15th  and  lOth  of  George  IL  to  'empower  the  im- 
porters, of  rtmi,  &c.  as  relates  to  landing  it  before  the  payment  of  duties, 
ttota  the  29th  of  September,  one^ousand  seven  hundred  and  «ixty-four. 
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was  reduced  to  ashes,  ^rhcn  the  mayor,  aldenoea^  uaA 
commons  of  London,  presented  anodier  petition,  allegii^, 
that,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vetted  in  them  by  act  of 
parliament,  they  had  already  demolished  a  good  nunibcf 
of  the  houses  on  London  bridge,  and  directed  the  rest  that 
were  standing  to  be  taken  down  with  all  convenient  ezpe-* 
dition,  that  two  of  the  arches  might  be  laid  into  one  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation ;-  that  they  had,  at  a  very 
great  expense,'  erected  a  temporary  wooden  bridge,  to  pre* 
serve  a  public  passage  to  and  from  the  city,  until  the  great 
arch  should  be  finished,  which  temporary  bridge  being  con« 
sumed  by  fire,  they  must  rebuild  it  with  the  greatest  expe- 
dition, at  a  further  considerable  expense;  that  the  sum 
necessary  for  carrying  on  and  completing  ^is  great  and 
useful  work,  including  the  rebuildihg  of  the  said  temporary 
bridge,  was  estimated  at  fourscore  thousand  pounds ;  and 
as  the  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  London  bridge, 
was  calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the  public,  for  the 
advancement  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  making  the 
navigation  upon  the  river  Thames  more  safe  and  secure; 
they,  therefore,  prayed  the  house  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration.  This  petition  being  recommended  by  his 
majesty  to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  was  referred  to 
the  comntittee  of  supply,  and  produced  the  resolution  of 
granting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  towards  the  rebuilding  of 
London  bridge,  A  bill  was  prepared,  under  the  title  of  an 
act  to  improve,  widen,  and  enlarge  the  passage  over  and 
through  London  bridge,  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  toll 
imposed  upon  loaded  vessels,  which  had  been  foilnd  ex- 
tremely burdensome  to  trade;  but  this  incumbruice  was 
prevented  by  another  petition  of  several  merchants,  trades- 
men, and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
takihg  notice  of  the  fifteen  thousand  pounds  granted  towards 
the  repair  of  London  bridge,  and,  as  they  were  informed, 
intended  to  m^ke  the  said  bridge  free  for  all  his  majestj^'s 
subjects :  they  said  they  hoped  to  partake  of  this  public 
bounty ;  but  afterwards  hearing  that  the  bill  then  depending 
was  confined  to  the  tolls  formerly  granted  for  repairing  the 
said  bridge,  they  represented  the  hardships  which  they  and. 
all  traders  would  continue  to  labour  under ;  they  alleged, 
that  the  surveyors  and  workmen,  then  employed  upon  this 
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yiwtL,  had  dbcofvcrcd  the  true  priiici|des- on  which  die 
bridge  was  bnik ;  duit  the  foundation  of  iht  piers  consisted 
fxT  hard  durable  time,  well  oeaftented  together,  and  now  as 
strong  and  firm  as  when  first  bailt ;  that  when  the  bridge 
ahould  be  finished,  great  savings  would  be  made  in  keeping 
it  in  r^air,  from  the  sums  formerly  expended,  on  a  mis- 
taken opinion,  that  the  foundation  was  of  wood  :  that  there 
were  very  consideraUe  estates  appointed  *  solely  for  the 
repairs  of  the  bridge,  which,  they  apprehended,  would  be 
sufiicient  to  maintain  it  without  any  toU ;  or  if  they  should 
not  b^  thought  adequate  to  that  purpose,  they  hoped  the 
deficiency  would  not  be  made  up  by  a  toU  upon  trade  and 
Gomnterce,  but  rather  by  an  imposition  on  coaches,  chariots, 
chaises,  and  saddle  horses*  This  remonstrance  made  no 
impression  on  the  house.  The  UU  being,  on  a  motion  of 
sir  John  Philips,  read  a  third  time,  passed  through  both 
houses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent. 

$  XXXVII*  The  interest  of  the  manufactures  was  also 
contuked  in  an  act  encouraging  the  growth  of  madder,  a 
plant  essentially  necessary  in  dying  and  printing  callicoes, 
which  may  be>rai8ed  in  England  without  the  least  inconve- 
nience.  it  was  judged,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  mo^t  effectual 
means  to  encourage  the  growth  of  this  commodity  would 
be  to  kscertain  the  tithe  of  it ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  |^. 
for  that  purpose.  The  rate  of  the  tithe  was  established  at 
five  shiDittgs  an  acre ;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  this  law 
should  continue  in  force  for  fourteen  years,  and  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament ;  but  wherefore  this 
encouragement  was  made  temporary  it  is  not  easy  to  deter* 
mine.  The  laws  relating  to  the  poor,  though  equally  nume-r 
rous  and  oppressive  to  the  subject,  having  been  found 
defective,  a  new  clause,  relating  to  the  settlement  of  servants 
and  apprentices,  was  now  added  to  an  act  passed  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  present  reign,  entitled,  **  An  act  for 
"  the  better  adjusting  and  more  easily  recovering  of  the 
"  wag^s  of  certain  servants,  and  of  cettain  apprentices.'' 
No  country  in  the  universe  can  produce  60  many  laWs  made 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  as  those  that  are  daily  accumulating 
in  Englanfl :  in  no  other  country  is  there  so  much  money 
raised  for  their  support,  by  private  charity,  as  well  as 
public  taxation ;  yet  this,  as  much  as  any  country  swarms 
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wkh  vagrant. beggtn,  and  teems  witk  olqects  of  misoy 
and  distress;  a*«iire  stgn  <eatlier  of  miscomluct  in  tke  legis- 
lature,  or  a  shamefcil  relaxataoo  in  the  execimve  part  of  the 
civil  administration*— The  scenes  of  corruption,  peijory, 
riot,  and  intemperance  which  everjr  election  for  a  member 
of  parliament  had  latdy  produced^  were  now  gmwn  so 
'  infamously  open  and  intolerable,  and  the  right  of  voting 
was  rendered  so  obscure  and  perplexed  by  the  pretensicms 
and  proceedings  of  ^all  thjc  candidates  for  Oxfordshire  in 
the  last  election,  that  the  fondamentak  of  the  constitution 
seemed  to  shake,  and  the  very  essenca  of  parliaments  to  be 
in  danger.  Actuated  by  these  apprehensions,  sir  Jobti 
Philips,  a  gentleman  of  Wales,  who  had  long  distiaguisbed 
himself  in  the  opposition,  by  his  courage  and  ind^pcnd<;nt 
spirit,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  that  should 
obviate  any  doubts  which  might  arise  concerning  the 
electors  of  knights  of  &e  shire  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  England,  and  further  regulate  the  proceedings  of  such 
elections.  He  was  accordingly  permitted  to  bring  in  such 
a  bill,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  Cornwall, 
and  lords  North  and  Car}'sfort;  and  in  the  usufd  course, 
the  bill  being  prepared,  was  enacted  into  a  law,  imd«r  the 
title  of,  ^^  An  act  for  further  explaining  the  laws  touching 
*^  the  election  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliaaient 
'^  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng^d.''  The 
preamble  specified,  that  though,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  the  present  reign,  it  was  provided,  that 
no  person  might  vote  at  the  election  of  a  knight  or  knights 
of  a  shire  within  England  and  Wales,  without  having  a  free- 
hold estate,  in  the  county  for  which  he  votes,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  over  and  above  all  rents  and 
charges,  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  to  the  same ;  never- 
theless, certain  persons,  who  hold  their  estates  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  pretend  to  a  right  of  voting,  and  have,  at  certain 
times,  presumed  to  vote  at  such  elections :  this  act,  there- 
fore, ordained,  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
June,  the  present  year,  no  person  who  holds  his  estate  by 
copy  of  court  roll  should  be  entitled  t|^ereby  to  vote  at  the 
election  of  any  knight  Or  knights  of  a  shire  within  England 
or  Wales ;  but  every  such  vote  should  be  void,  and  the 
person  so  voting  should  forfeit  fifty  pounds  to  any  candidate 


/ 
for  whMA  sqch  voU  should  not  hare  b«cn  gtiren,  wd  who 
ahoiUd  "Km  toe  for  the  same,  to  be  rcravered  with  full 
costs,  by  aoion  of  debt,  ia  my  coiiit  of  judicature.''  So 
^  tlH»  n^tt  thu#  [px>€ttred,  may  be  attcaded  with  salutary 
foasequcaces :  but,  in  all  probability,  the  intentio;i  of  its 
first  auwers  and  patrons  was  not  fully  answered ;  inasmuch 
as  no  provisiim  was  made  for  putting  a  stop  to  that  spiiplt 
of  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  and  debauchery,  which  pre- 
vails at  almost  e?ery  election,  and  has  a  very  pernicious 
effect  appn  the  marals  of  the  people. 

$  XXXVIIL  Among  the  bills  that  miscarried  in  the 
coursa  of  this  saasion,  some  turned  on  points  of  great  con- 
sequence to  tha  comflMinity.  Lord  Banrington,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas GoKt  and  Mr*  Chades  Townshand,  were  ordered  hy 
the  bouae  to  prepare  a  biU  for  the  speedy  and  elfectuat 
xecruitiag  bis  m^faaigr's  land  £vraes  and  marines,  which  was 
no  n¥>re  than  a  tranacrii^t  of  th^  temporary  act  passed  in 
the  precediag  seasinn  nnitof  the  same  title ;  but  the  majority 
were  averse  In  its  Mag  awtinued  for  another  year,  as  it 
was  attended  with  snaae  prejudice  to  the  liberty  of  the  sub^ 
ject.  Otgections.  of  the  same,  nature  might  have  been  as 
jwtly  started  i^jainst  another  bill,  for  the  more  effectually 
manning  of  his  mi^ty's  navy,  for  preventing  desertion, 
and  for  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  seamen  belonging 
to  ships  and  vessels  in  the  i^rvice  of  the  merchants*  The 
purport  of  this  prc^t  was  to  establish  registers  or  muster 
rolls  of  ail  seamen,  fishermen,  lightermen,  and  watermen; 
obU|^g  shipmasters  to  leave  subscribed  litfts  of  their  res- 
pective crews  at  ofices  maintained  for  that  purpose,  that  a 
certain  number  of  them  might  be  chosen  by  lot  for  his 
m:\)esty's  service,  in  any  case  of  emergency.  This  expe- 
dient, however,  was  rejected,  as  an  uhnecessary  and  inef*- 
fectual  incumbrance  on  commerce,  which  would  hamper 

k  For  the  more  easy  recovenr  of  this  forfeit,  it  wn^  enacted,  t^at  the  plaintifF 
ia  such  aetion  might  onlrtet  forth,  in  the  dedtration  or  UN,  that  the  defendant 
««t  indebted  to  him  in  tke  aom  of  fifty  poond**  aUeim;  the  offence  for  wl^ich  the 
suit  should  be  brought,  and  that  the  defendant  had  acted  contrary  to  this  act, 
whKeat  meatiODiBg  Uie  wHt  of  aommons  to  pariiameiit,  or  the  return  thereof; 
and,  tti»oa  trial  of  any  inue,  the  phuntiff  should  not  be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of 
summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereoi^  6r  any  warrant  or  authori^  to  die 


any  war 
•heriffui^onMif  meh  writ?  that  •fery  meh  aetmi  Aarid  ht  eomaitnced  withia 
nine  months  after  the  fact  eommitted;  and  that,  if  the  plaintiff  stionld  discontinue 
his  action,  or  he  nonaoited,  or  have  judgment  given  agaiiMi  l|ii%  the  defendast 
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BavigadoQ,  and,  in  a  litde  time,  dimmidi.  the  imodicr  of 
seamen,  of  consequence  act  diametricatty  opposite  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  crmtrived.— Numberless  frauds 
having  been  committed,  and  incessant  lawsuits  produced, 
by  private  and  clandestine  conve3rances,  a  motion  was  ana^ 
and  leave  given,  to  form  a  bill  for  die  puUic  registering  oi 
"alt  deeds,  conveyances,  wills,  and  other  incumbraiices,  that 

.  might  affect  any  honours,  manors,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  widiin  the  kingdom  of  Enghmd,  wherein 
public  registers  were  not  already  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  this  measure,  so  necessary  to  die  ascertainment 
and  possession  of  property,  met  With  a  violent  opposition ; 
and  was  finally  dropped,  as  some  people  imagine,  through 
Ae  influence  of  those  who,  perhaps,  had  paitieutav  rfason^ 
for  countenancing  the  present  mysterious  forms  of  convey- 
ancing. Such  a  bill  must  also  have  been  disagreeable  and 
mordiying  to  the  pride  of  those  landholders-  whose  estates 
are  encumbered,  because,  in  consequence  of  sodi  a  register, 
every  mortgage  under  which  they  laboured  w€iidd  be  exactly 
known. — ^The  next  object  to  which  the  bonse  converted  its 
attention,  was  a  bill  explaining  and  amending  a  late  act  for 
establishing  a  fish  market  in  the  city  of  Westminster,  and 
preventing  scandalous  monopolies  of  a  few  engrossing  fish- 
mongers, who  imposed  exorbitant  prices  -on  their  fish,  and 
in  this  particular  branch  of  traffic,  gave  law  to  above  six 
hundred  thousand  of  their  fellow  citizens*  Abundance  of 
pains  was  taken  to  render  this  bill  effectual,  for  putting  an 
end  to  such  flagrant  imposition.  Inquiries  were  made, 
petitions  read,  counsel  heard,  and  alterations  proposed ;  at 
length  the  bill,  having  passed  through  the  lower  house,  was 
conveyed  to  the  lords,  among  whom  it  waH  suffered  to 
expire,  on  pretence  that  there  was  not  time  sufficient  to 
deliberate  maturely  on  the  subject. 

$  XXXIX.  The  occasion  that  produced  the  next  bill 
which  mi^caiTied  we  shall  explain,  as  vtn  incident  equally 
extraordinary  and  interesting.  By  an  act  passed  in  the 
preceding  session,  for  recruiting  his  majesty's  land  forces 
and  marines,  we  have  already  obsen-ed,  that  the  commis^ 
sioners   thereby  appointed  were  vested  with  a.  power  of 

judging  ultimately,  whether  the  persons  brought  before  them 
we|*e  such  as  ought,  by  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  a(^  .to 
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be  kftpr^sed  into  Uie  service :  for  it  was  expressly  provi* 
ded,  that  oo  person,  so  impressed  by  those  commissioners, 
dioold  bu  taken  out  of  his  majesty's  service  by  any  process, 
odber  than  for  some  criminal  accusatton.  During  the  recess 
of  -paiiiamait,^  a  gentkman  having  been  impressed  before 
ike  commissioners,- and  confined  in  the  savoy,  his  friends 
made  application  for  a  habeas  corpus,  virhich  produced  some 
hesitation,  and  indeed  an  insurmountable  diffi'cidty:  for, 
iiocoidiiig  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  second,  this  privilege  relates  only  to  persons 
commttced  for  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  malters,  and 
the  gentleman  did  not  stand  in  that  predicament.  Before 
the  queatioft  ooald  be  determined  he  was  dischsurged,  m 
^xaiacqntmct  ^  an  application  to  the  secretary  at  war;  bi|t 
the  natave  of  the  case  plainly  pointed  out  a  defect  in  the 
aety  seemingly  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  In  order  to  remedy  diis  defect,  a 
bill  for  givii^  a  more  ^edy  relief  to  the  subject,  upon  the 
writ  of  faaba»  corpasy  was  prepared,  and  presented  to  the 
bouttt  of  comnKina,  which  formed  itself  into  a  committee, 
and  made  several  aanendments.  It  imported,  that  the  seve-r 
ral  provisions  made  in  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  in  U\e  reign 
of  Chaxles  II.  for  the  awarding  of  writs  of  habeas  oirpus, 
in  cases  of  commitment  or  detainer,  for  any  criminal  or 
sniqKMed  criminal  matter,  should,  in  like  jidanner,  extend  to 
all  cases  where  any  person,  not  being  committed  or  detain- 
ed foi^  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  should  be 
confined,  or  restrained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any  colour 
or  pretence  whatsoever :  that,  upon  oath  made  by  such  per- 
son so  confined  or  restrained,  or  by  any  other  on  his  or  her 
behalf^  of  any  actual  confinement  or  restraint,  and  that  such 
^Htfiiuiment  or  restraint,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and 
belief  of  the  person  so  applying,  was  not  1^3^  virtue  of  any 
commitment  or  detainer  for  any  criminal  or  supposed  crimi- 
nal matter,  a  habeas  corpus,  directed  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  confining  or  .restraining  the.  party,  as  aforesaid, 
should  be  awarded  mid  granted,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
direct<wl,  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  by 
the  said  act,  in  the  case  of  pei%ons  committed  and  detained 
for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter :  that  the  pcr- 
^n  or  per^ns  before  whom  the  party  so  confined  or 
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restrmined  slK>uld  be  brought^  b^  virtue  of  any  Inbeas  cor* 
pui  gnmted  ,m  ^  vatmion  time,  under  the  sodiority  of 
ibift  actf  mi^  «id  should,  withia  three  days  after  the  r^ura 
made,  proceed  to  enmiae  into  the  fiicts  ooatahicd  in  such 
return,  and  into  the  cause  of  audi  coaiMment  andreatraints 
and  diereupon  ei^er  discharge,  or  bml,  or  rem^d  die  par-^ 
tves  so  brought,  as  die  case  should  require,  and  as  to  ju*« 
tice  should  appertain.  The  rest  of  the  biU  related  to  the 
Ktum  of  die  writ  in  diree  days,  and  the  penalties  ineurved 
by  dioae  who  riiould  neglect  or  refose  to  make  the  due 
rstum^  or  to  comply  with  any  other  chutse  of  this  r^;ala« 
tion.  The  commons  seemed  hearty  in  rearing  up  Mm  addi^ 
tional  buttress  to  die  liberty  of  their  £Adw  ii^fecte,  and 
{laased  the  biK^^with  die  most  fam^bUe  alncrky :  but  in  die 
house  of  lords  such  a  great  number  of  objecdona  was  starts 
ed^  diat  it  sunk  at  the  second  reading,  ami  the  judges^ere 
ordered  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  same  p«*pose,  to  be  laid 
before  that  bouse  in  the  tiext  session* 

§  XLw  His  mi^sly  having  recommend^  the  care  of 
the  Foundling  hospital  to  the  house  of  common^  wfciah 
cheerfully  granted  forty  thousand  pounds  for  the  support  of 
that  charity,  the  growing  annual  e^iense  of  it  appeamd 
wordiy  of  further  consideradon,  and  leave  was  granted  to 
bring  in  a  bHl,  for  obliging  all  the  panics  of  Etoghmd  and 
Waks  to  keep  registers  of  all  dieir  deaths,  births,  and  tixt^ 
viager,  that  from  these  a  fund  might  be  raised  towards  the 
tupport  of  die  said  hospitaL  The  biU  was  accordinglly 
prepared  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  i  but 
befom  die  house  could  take  the  report  into  consfderation^ 
the  pariiament  was  prorog^ued*  The  proprietors  of  die  pri- 
vat^r  called  the  AntigaUican,  which  had  taken  a  rich 
French  ship  homeward  bound  from  China^  and  carried  her 
into  Cadiz,  where  the  Spanbh  government  had  wrested  het 
by  violence  from  the  captors,  and  delivered  her  to  the 
French  owners,  now  presented  a  petition  to  the  houi^e  of 
cdmmons)  eompkuning  of  this  interpositioti  as  an  act  of 
pardali^  and  injustice'';  representmg  die  g^*eat  expense  at 
which  die  privateer  had  been  equipped,  the  legaiky  of 
the  capture,  the  loss  and  hardsMpa  which  diey  the  ped« 
doners  had  sustained,  and  im^oriog  such  relief  as  the 
house  should  dunk  requisite...  Though  diese  aUegatiottS 
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were  •oppoitcd  by  a  specks  of  evidence  that  seemed  strong 
and  convincing,  and  it  might  be  thought  incumbent  on  the 
imrtiMfient  to  vindicate  die  lionour  of  the  nation,  when 
thus  instdted  by  a  foreign  power,  the  house,  upon  this  oots:- 
uon,  treated  the  petition  with  the  most  mortifying  neglect, 
either  giving  Uttle  credit  to  the  assertions  it  contained,  or 
imwitting  to  taikt  any  step  which  might  at  this  juncture 
ead)roil  tiie  mrtion  wifdi  the  court  of  Spain  on  such  a  frivo- 
ksB  subject.  True  it  is,  die  Spanish  government  allegedy 
in  their  own  justification,  that  the  pri^e  was  talcen  under 
die  guns  of  Commia,  insomuch  tliat  the  shot  fired  by  dw 
privateer  entered  dwt  place,  and  damaged  some  houses  > 
but  tMs  legation  was  never  properly  sustained,  and  tiie 
priM  was  cenandy  ooodeasaod  as  legal  by  die  court  of 
aomiralcy  at  Olbraltar* 

§  XLI*  As  #e  have  sfa^ady  given  a  dc^l  of  the  trial 
of  sir  John  Mordauat,  it  wttl  be  mmecessary  to  recapitulate 
lUiy  circum^ance  of  diat  allair,  except  such  as  relate  to  its 
connexion  wMi  the  proceedings  of  paittament.  In  the 
begfaining  of  this  session,  lord  Barrington,  as  secretary  at 
war,  informed  the  house,  by  bis  majesty's  command,  that 
Btutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt,  a  member  of  that 
house,  was  in  arrest  far  disobedience  of  his  majesty's 
orders,  while  employed  on  the  late  expedition  to  the  coadt 
of  Prance.  Hie  commons  immediately  resolved,  that  an 
address  should  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  returning  hini 
the  blanks  of  this  house  for  his  gracious  message  of  that 
day,  in  the  communicaticm  he  had  been  pleased  to  make  of 
die  reason  for  putting  lieutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt 
in  arrest.  Among  the  various  objects  of  commerce  that  em^ 
ployed  die  actention  of  die  house,  one  of  the  most  consider- 
able was  the  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  protection 
of  wA^h  an  annual  sum  had  been  granted  for  some  years^ 
to  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  castles 
and  Victories.  While  a  committee  was  employed  in  perusing 
[  the  accounts  relating  to  the  sum  granted  in  the  preceding 
session  for  this  purpose,  a  petition  from  the  committee  of 
die  African  company,  recommended  in  a  message  from  his 
majesty,  was  presented  to  the  house,  soliciting  further 
assistance  for  the  ensuing  year.  I|i  the  mean  time,  a 
i^monsmince  was  offered  I^  certain  planters  and  merchants, 
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interested   in   trading  to   the    Britkh   sugar  adonies  ia 
America,  alleging  that  the  price  of  negroes  was  greatly 
advanced  since   the .  forts  and  aetdements  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  had   been  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  tluit  coast ;  a  circum- 
stance that  gready  distressed  and  alarm^ed  die  petitioners^ 
prevented  the  cukivation  of  the  British  colonies,  and  was 
a  great  detriment  to  die  trade  and  navigation  of  the  king- 
dom ;    that  this   misfortune,  they  believed,  was  in  some 
measure  owing  to  the  ruinous  state*  and  condition  of  the 
forts  and  settlements :  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  most  efFec* 
tual  method  for  maintaining  the  interest  of  that  trade  on  a 
respectable  footing,  next  to  that  of  an  incorporated  joint 
stock  company,  would  be  puetdng  those 'forts  «nd  satdemenis 
under  the  sole  direction  of  the  commiaaioaers  for  ^rade  ami 
plantatioro :  that  the  preservation  or  ruin  of  the  American 
sugar  colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the  shve 
trade  to  Africa:  that,  by  an  act  passed   in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  for  extending  and  im- 
proving this  trade,  the  British  subjects  were  debarred  from 
lodging  their  slaves  and  merchandise  in  the  forts  and  set- 
tlements on  the  coast:  they,  therefore,  prayed  that  this  part 
^of  the  act  might  be  repealed :  that  all  commanders  of  Bri* 
tish  and  American  Vessels,  free  merthants,  andallodierhis 
majesty's  subjects,  who  were  settled,  or  might  at  any  time 
thereafter  settle  in  Africa,  should  have  free  liberty,  from  ' 
sunrise  to  sunset,  to  enter  the  forts  and  setdements,  and  to 
deposit  their  goods  and  merchandise   in  the  warehouses 
thereunto  belonging ;  to  secure  their  slaves  or  other  pur- 
chases without  paying  any  consideration  for  the  san^ ;  but 
the  slaves  to  be  victualled  at  the  proper  cost  and  charge  of 
their  respective  owners.    'The  house  having  taken  this  pe- 
tition into  consideration,  inquired  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  company,  and  revised  the  act  for  extending  and  improv* 
ing  the  trade  to  Africa,  resolvtd,  that  the  committee  of  thr 
African  company  had  faithfully  discharged  the  trust  repo- 
sed ia  them,  and  granted  ten  thousand  pounds  for  main^ 
taining  the  British  forts  and  set^dements  in  that  part  of  the 
world*     The  enemy  were  perfecdy-well  acquainted  with  the 
weakness  of  the  British  casdes  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  and 
had  tl^ey  known  as  well  how  to  execute  with  spirit,  as  to 
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flan  with  sagacity,  die  attempt  whici!,  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  year,  they  made  upon  the  princi}^  British  fort 
in  Quinea,  would  hav^  succeeded,  and  all  the  other  setde^ 
ments  would  have  fallen  into  their  hands  withoiit  opposition.^ 
§  XLII.  The  longest  and  warmest  debate  which  was 
maintained  in  the  course  of  this  session  arose  from  a  motion 
£6r  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  shortening  the  term  and  dura- 
tion ci  future  parliaments  ;  a  measure  truly  patriotic, 
against  which  no  substantkd  acrgdment  could  be  produced, 
akhough  die  motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority,  on  pre-^ 
tenoe,  that,  whilst  the  nation  was  engaged  in  such  a  dan- 
gerous and  expensive  war,  it  would  be  improper  to  think 
of  introducing  such  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment. Reasons  of  equal  strength  and  solidity  will  never  be 
wanting  to  die  patrons  and  ministers  of  corruption  and  vena- 
lity. The  aUeradon  proposed  was  nodiing  less  than  remo- 
^ving  ^d  arniutling  an  encroachment  which  had  been  n^tde 
on  the  constitution  :  it  might  have  been  effected  with- 
out the  least  pang  or  convulsion,  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  the  nation :  far  from  being  unreasonable  at  this  junction, 
it  would  have  enhanced  the  national  jreputation  abroad,  and 
rendered  the  war  more  formidable  to  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  by  convincing  them  that  it  was  supported  by  a 
ministry^  and  parliament,  who  stood  upon  such  good  terms 
with  the  people.  Indeed  a  quick  succession  of  parliaments 
might  have  disconcerted,  and  perhaps  expelled  that  spirit 
of  confidence  and  generosity  which  now  so  remarkably 
espoused  and  gratified  the  sovereign's  predilection  for  the 
interest  of  Hanover.  Other  committees  were  established, 
to  inquire  into  ,the  expense  incurred  by  new  lines  and  for- 


"  I  Robert  punter  Morris  repnesented,  in  a  petition  to  the  house,  that  as  no 
salt  was  made  in  the  British  colonies  in  Aroerica,  they  were  .obliged- to  depend 
^pon  a  precarious  supply  of  that  commodity  from  foreigners ;  he,  therefore,  offer- 
ed to  undertake  the  making  of'  marine  salt  at  a  moderate  price  in  one  of  those  co> 
lonies,  at  his  own  risk  and  charge,  provided  he  could  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
9f  the  proitts  which  the  work  might  produce,  for  such  a  tei*m  of  years  as  might 
seem  to  the  house  a  proper  and  ade<iuate  compensation  for  so  great  an  undertak-. 
ing.  The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  ;  afterwards  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  which,  however,  made  no  report- — A  circumstance  nbt  easil v 
accounted  for,  unless,  we  suppose  the  house  of  commons  were  of  opinion,  that  such 
l^n  enterprise  might  contribute  towards  rendering  our  colonies  too  independent  of 
their  mother  country.  Equally  unaccountable  was  the  miscarriage  of  another  bill^ 
brought  in  for  rcigttlating  tne  manner  of  licensing  alehouses,  which  was  read  for  the 
'^rsttime;  but  when  a  motion  was  made  for  ^.  second  reading,  t|)c  question  was 
put,  ao4  it  J»as8ed  in  the  ueglitiTe. 
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tificttioiMnused  at  Gibraltar  I  toccuioiiiietlieorig^oalataiid^ 
ard8  of  weighu  and  measures  u$ed  in  England;  consider 
the  lawB  relating  to  tbem^  and  report  their  observations, 
together  with  their  opinion  of  the  most  e£Fectual  means  for 
ascertaining  and  enforcing  uniform  standards  to  be  used 
for  the  future.  The  commons  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  ney^  works  which  had  been  raised  at  Gibridtar  ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  weights  and  measures,  the  committee  agreed 
to  certain  resolutions,  but  no  further  progress  was  made  in 
this  inquiry,  except  an  order  for  printing  these  resolutions, 
with  the  appendix ;  however,  as  the  boxes  containing  the 
standards  were  ordered  to  be  locked  up  by  the  clerk  of  the 
house,  in  all  probability  their  intentipn  was  to  proceed  pn 
this  subject  in  some  future  session*     Oa  the  ninth  day  of 

June  sundry  bills  received  the  royal  assent  by  commission, 
is  majesty  being  indisposed  ;  ami  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
the  same  month,  the  lords  commissioners  closed  the  sessicm 
with  a  speech  to  both  housest  expreasing  his  msyesty's 
deep  sense  of  their  loyalty  and  gpod  affection^  demmstra*: 
ted  in  their  late  proceedings,  in  their  xeal  for  his  honour 
and  real  interest  in  all  parts,  in  their  earnestness  to  sur- 
mount every  difficulty,  in  their  ardour  to  mainuin  the  war 
with  the  utmost  vigour ;  proofs  which  must  convince  man- 
kind that  the  ancient  spirit  of  the  British  nation  still  sub- 
sisted in  its  full  force*  They  were  g^ven  to  understand  that 
the  king  had  taken  all  such  measures  as  appeared  the  most 
conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  public  spirited 
views  and  wishes;  that,  yrith  their  assistance,  crowned  by 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  conduct  and  bravery  of  the 
combined  army,  his  majesty  has  been  enabled,  not  only  to 
deliver  his  dominions  in  Germany  from  the  oppressions  and 
devastations  of  the  French,  but  sdso  to  push  his  advantages 
on. this  side  the  Rhine ;  that  he  had  cemented  the  union 
between  him  and  his  good  brother  the  king  of  Prussia,  by 
new  engagements  i  that  the  British  fleets  and  armies  were 
now  actually  employed  in  such  expeditions  as  appeared 
likely  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  the  most  sensible  manner,  and 
to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  these  kingdoms ; 
)n  particular,  to  preserve  the  British  rights  and  possessions, 
in  America,  and  to  make  France  k^\,  in^those  parts,  the 
real  strength  and  Jpciportance  of  Gr^al  Britain^     The  cpm- 
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mons  were  thanked  for  the  ample  supplies  which  they  had 
so  freely  and  unanimously  given,  and  assured  on  the  part 
of  his  majesty  that  they  should  be  managed  with  the  most 
frugal  economy.  They  were  desired,  in  consequence  of 
the  king's  earnest  recommendation,  to  promote  harmony 
and  good  agreement  amongst  his  faithful  subjects  ;  t«  make 
the  people  acquainted  with  the  rectitude  and  purity  of  his 
intentions  and  measures,  and  to  exert  themselves  in  main- 
taining the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country,  by  enfor- 
cing obedience  to  the  laws  and  lawful  authority. 

$  XLIIL  Never,  surely,  had  any  sovereign  more  reason 
to  be  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  his  ministers,  and  the 
spirit  of  his  people.  The  whole  nation  reposed  the  most 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  courage  and  discretion,  as  well 
as  in  the  integrity  of  the  minister,  who  seemed'eager  upon 
prosecuting  the  war  with  such  vigour  and  activity  a^  ap- 
peared almost  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  Great  'Britain. 
New  levies  were  made,  new  ships  put  in  commission,  fresh 
expeditions  undertaken,  and  fresh  conquests  projected. 
Such  was  the  credit  of  the  administration,  that  people  sub- 
scribed to  the  government  loans  with  surprising  eag§mess. 
An  unusual  spirit  of  enterprise  and  resolution  seemed  to 
inspire  all  the  individuals  that  constituted  the  army  and 
navy:  and  the  passion  for  military  fame  diffused  itself 
through  all  ranks  in  the  civil  department  of  life,  even  to 
tKe  very  dregs  of  the  populace  :  such  a  remarkable  change 
from  indolence  to  activity,  from  indifference  to  zeal,  from 
timorous  caution  to  -fearless  execution,  was  effected  by  the 
inHuence  and  example  of  an  intelligent  and  intrepid  minis- 
ter, who,  chagrined  at  the  inactivity  and  disgraces  of  the 
preceding  campaign,  had,  on  a  very  solemn  occasion,  lately 
declared  his  belief  that  there-  was  a  determined  resolution, 
both  in  the  naval  and  military  commanders,  against  any 
yigorous  exertion  of  the  national  power  in  the  service  of 
the  country.  He  affirmed,  that  though  his  majesty  appeared 
ready  to  embrace  every  measure  proposed  by  Jiis  ministers 
for  the  honour  and  interest  of  his  British  dominions,  yet 
scarce  a  man  could  be  foand  with  whom  the  execution,  of 
any  one  plan  in  which  there  was  the  least  appearance  of  any 
danger  could  with  confid«ft(pe  be  trusted.  He  particularized 
the   inactivity  of  one   general   in   North   America^   frpm 
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whose  abilities  and  personal  bravery  the  nation  had  con- 
ceived great  expectations :  he  complained,  that  this  noble 
commander  had  expressed  the  most  contemptuous  disregard 
for  the  civil  power  from  which  he  derived  his  authority, 
by  neglecting  to  transmit,  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
any  other  advice  of  his  proceedings  but  what  appeared  on 
fl  written  scrap  of  paper :  he  observed,  that  with  a  force 
by  land  and  sea  greater  than  ever  the  nation  had  heretofore 
maintained,  with  a  king  and  ministry  ardently  desirous  of 
redeeming  her  glor}-,  succouring  her  allies,  and  promoting 
her  true  interest,  a  shameful  dislike  to  the  service  every 
where  prevailed,  and  few  seemed  affected  with  any  other 
zeal  than  that  of  aspiring  to  the  highest  posts,  and  grasping 
the  largest  salaries.  The  censure  levelled  at  the  com- 
mander in  America  was  founded  on  mistake:  the  inactivity 
of  that  noble  lord  was  not  more  disappointing  to  the  min- 
istry than  disagreeable  to  his  own  inclination.  He  used 
his  utnlost  endeavours  to  answer  the  expectation  of  the 
public,  but  hii  hands  were  effectually  tied  up  by  an  absolute 
impossibility  of  success,  and  his  conduct  stood  justified  in 
the  eyirs  of  his  sovereign.  A  particular  and  accurate  detail 
of  his  proceedings  h<^  transmitted  through  a  channel,  which 
he  imagined  would  have  directly  conve}'ed  it  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne  ;  but  the  packet  was  said  to  have  been  purposely 
intercepted  and  suppressed.  Perhaps  he  was  not  altogether 
excusable  for  having  corresponded  so  slightly  with  the 
secretary  of  state  ;  but  he  was  said  to  have  gone  abroad  in 
full  persuasion  that  the  ministry  would  be  changed,  sumI 
therefore  his  assiduities  were  principally  directed,  to  the 
great  personage,  who,  in  that  case,  would  have  superin- 
tended and  directed  all  the  operations  of  the  army.  All 
aorts  of  military  preparations  in  founderies,  docks,  arse- 
nals, niismg  and  exercising  troops,  and  victualing  trans- 
ports, were  now  carried  on  with  such  diligence  and  despatch 
fts  seemed  to  promise  an  exertion  that  would  soon  obliterate 
the  disagreeable  remembrance  of  past  disgrace.  The  be- 
gintung  of  the  year  was,  however,  a  little  clouded  by  a 
general  concern  for  the  death  of  his  inajesty's  tUrd  daugh- 
ter, the  princess  Caroline,  a  lady  of  the  most  exemplary 
tirtue  and  amiable  character,  \\'4]i4iiadied  at  the  age  of  forty- 
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five,  sincerely  regretted  as  a  patem  of  unaffected  piety,  and 
unbounded  benevolence. 

§  XLIV«  Tlie  British  cruisers  kept  the  sea  during  all  the 
severity  of  winter,  in  order  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
kiftgdom,  and  anndy  that  of  the  enemy.  They  exerted 
themselves  with  such  activity,  and  their  vigilance  was 
attended  with  such  success,  that  a  great  number  of  prizes 
were  taken,  and  the  trade  of  France  almost  totally  extin- 
guished. A  very  gallant  exploit  was  achieved  by  one  cap- 
tain Bray,  commander  of  the  Adventure,  a  small  armed 
vessel  in  the  -government's  service:  falling  in  with  the 
Machault,  a  large  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  near  Dungeness, 
he  ran  her  aboard,  fastened  her  boltsprit  to  his  capstan,  and, 
after  a  warm  engagement,  compelled  her  commander  to 
submit.  A  French  frigate  of  thirty-syc  guns  was  taken  by 
captain  Parker,  19  a  new  fireship  of  inferior  force.  Pivers 
privateers  of  the  enemy  were  sunk,  burned  or  taken,  and  a 
great  number  of  merchant  ships  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
English.  Nor  was  the  success  of  the  British  ships  of  war 
confined  to  the  English  channel.  At  this  period  the  board 
of  admiralty  received  information  from  admiral  Cotes,  in 
Jamaica,  of  an  action  which  happened  off  the  island  of  His- 
paniola,  in  the  nwnth  of  October  of  the  preceding  year, 
between  three  English  ships  of  war  and  a  French  squadron. 
Captain  Forrest,  an  officer  of  distinguished  m«rit  in  the 
service,  had,  in  the  ship  Augusta,  sailed  fn»n  Port  Royal 
in  Jamaica,  accompanied  by  the  Dreadnought  and  £din«> 
burgh,  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Suckling  and 
Langdon.  He  w^  ordered  to  cruise  oflP  cape  Fran9ois, 
and  this  service  he  literally  performed  in  the  face  of  the 
French  squadron  under  Kersin,  lately  arrived  at  that  place 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  commander,  piqued  at  see- 
ing himself  thus  insulted  by  an  inferior  armament,  resolved 
to  come  forth  and  give  them  battle ;  and  that  he  might 
either  take  them,  or  at  least  drive  them  out  of  the  seas,  so 
as  to  afford  a  free  passage  to  a  great  number  of  merchant 
ships  then  lying  at  the  cape,  bound  for  Europit,  he  took 
every  precaution  which  he  thought  necessary  to  ensure  suc- 
cess. He  reinforced  his  squadron  with  some  storeships, 
mounted  with  guns,  and  armed  for  the  occasion,  and  sup- 
plied the  de6ciency  in  his  complements,  by  taking  on  board 
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seamen  from  the  merchant  ships,  and  soldiers  from  the 
garrison.  Thus  prepared,  he  weighed  anchor,  and  stood 
out  to  sea,  having  under  his  command  four  large  ships  of 
the  line,  and  three  stout  frigates.  They  were  no  sooner 
perceived  advancing,  than  captain  Forrest  held  a  short 
council  with  his  two  captains.  ^^  Gentlemen,  (said  he)  you 
^^  know  our  own  strength,  and  see  that  of  the  enemy ;  shall 
"  we  give  them  battle  ?"  They  replying  in  the  affirmative  ; 
he  added,  *^  Then  fight  them  w«  will,  there  is  no  time  to  be 
**  lost ;  return  to  your  ships,  and  get  them  ready  for 
^^  engaging."  After  this  laconic  consultation  among  these 
three  gallant  officers,  they  bore  down  upon  the  French 
squadron  without  further  hesitation,  and  between  three  and 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  action  began  with  great  impetu- 
osity. The  enemy  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon 
spirit,  conscious  that  their  honour  was  peculiarly  at  stake, 
and  that  they  fought  in  sight,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  coast, 
which  was  lined  with  people,  expecting  to  see  them  return 
in  triumph.  But  notwithstanding  all  their  endeavours,  their 
comnvodore,  after  having  sustained  a  severe  engagement, 
that  lasted  two  hours  and  a  half,  found  his  ship  in  such  a 
shattered  condition,  that  he  made  signal  for  one  of  his  fri- 
gates to  come  and  tow  him  out  of  the  line.  His  example 
was  followed  by  the  rest  of  his  squadron,  which,  by  his 
assistance,  with  the  favour  of  the  land  breeze  and  the 
approach  of  night,  made  shift  to  accomplish  their  escape 
from  the  three  British  ships,  which  were  too  much  disabled 
in  their  masts  and  rigging  to  prosecute  their  victory.  One 
of  the  French  squadron  was  rendered  altogether  unservice- 
able for  action  :  their  loss  in  men  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred killed,  and  as  many  wounded;  whereas  that  of  the 
English  did  not  nrtuch  exceed  one-third  of  this  number. 
Nevertheless,  they  were  so  much  damaged,  that,  being  un- 
able to  keep  the  sea,  they  returned  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
French  commodore  seized  the  opportunity  of  sailing  with  a 
great  convoy  for  Europe.  The  courage  of  captain  Forrest 
was  not  'fnore  conspicuous  in  his  engagement  with  the 
French  squadron  near  cape  Francois,  than  his  conduct  and 
sagacity  in  a  subsequent  adventure  near  Port-au-Prince,  a 
French  harbour,  situated  at  the  bottom  4)f  a  bay  on  the 
western  part  of  Hispaniola,  behind  the  small  island  of  Go- 
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nave.  After  M.  de  Kersin  had  taken  his  departure  from 
cape  Francois  for  Europe,  admiral  Cotes,  beating  up  to 
windward  from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica  with  three  ships  of 
the  line,  received  intelligence  that  there  was  a  French  fleet 
-at  Port-au-Prince,  ready  to  sail  on  their  return  to  Europe : 
captain  Forrest  then  presented  the  admiral  with  a  plan  for 
an  attack  on  this  place,  and  urged  it  earnestly.  This,  how- 
ever, was  declined,  and  captain  Forrest  directed  to  cruise 
off  the  island  Gonave  for  two  days  only,  the  admiral  enjoin; 
ing  him  to  return  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  rejoin 
the  squadi'on  at  cape  Nicholas.  Accordingly,  captain  For- 
rest, in  the  Augusta,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  between  the 
island  Gonave  and  Hispaniola,  with  a  view  to  execute  a 
plan  which  he  had  himself  projected.  Next  day  in  the 
afternoon,  though  he  perceived  two  sloops,  he  forebore 
chasing,  that  he  might  not  risk  a  discovery ;  for  the  same 
purpose  he  hoisted  Dutch  colours,  and  disguised  his  ship 
with  tarpaulins.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  he  discovered 
seven  sail  of  ships  steering  to  the  westward,  and  hauled 
from  them,  to  avoid  suspicion ;  but  at  the  approach  of 
night  gave  chase  with  all  the  sail  he  could  carry-.  About 
ten  he  perceived  two  sail,  one  of  which  fired  a  gun,  and  the 
other  made  the  best  of  her  way  for  Leoganne,  another  har- 
bour in  the  bay.  At  this  period  captain  Forrest  reckoned 
eight  sail  to  leeward,  near  another  port  called  Petit  Goave  ; 
coming  up  with  the  ship  which  had  fired  the  gun,  she  sub- 
mitted without  opposition,  after  he  had  hailed,  and  told  her 
captain  what  he  was,  produced  two  of  his  largest  cannon, 
and  threatened  to  sink  her  if  she  should  give  the  least 
alarm.  He  forthwith  shifted  the  prisoners  from  this  prize, 
and  placed  on  board  of  her  five-and-thirty  of  his  own  crew, 
with  orders  to  stand  for  Petit  Goave  and  intercept  any  of 
the  fleet  that  might  ^attempt  to  reach  that^harbour.  Then 
he  made  sail  Jifter  the  rest,  and  in  the  dawn  of  the  morning, 
finding  himself  in  the  niiddle  of  their  fleet,  he  began  to  fire  at 
them  all  in  their  turns,  as  he  could  bring  .his  guns  to  bear, 
they  returned  the  fire  for  some  time;  atlen.^th  the  Margue- 
rite, the  Solide,  and  the  Theodore  s4:ruck  their  colours. 
These  being  secured,  were  afterwards  used  in  taking  the 
Maurice,  Le  Grand,  and  La  Flora;  the  Brilliant  also sub-^ 
mittcd,  and  the  Mars  made  sail,  in  hopes  of  escaping,  but 
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the  Augusta  coming  up  with  her  about  noon,  she  likewise 
fell  into  the  bands  of  the  victor.  Thus,  by  a  well  conduct- 
ed stratagem,  a  whole  fleet  of  nine  sail  were  taken  by  a 
single  ship,  in  the  neighbourhood^of  four  or  five  harbours, 
in  any  one  of  which  they  would  have  found  immediate 
A  shelter  an4  security.  The  prizes,  which  happened  to  be  richly 
laden,  were  safely  conveyed  to  Jamaica,  and  there  sold  at 
public  auction,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  who  may 
safely  challenge  history  to  produce  such  another  instance  of 
success. 

§  XLV.  The  ministry  having  determined  to  make 
vigorous  efforts  against  the  enemy  in  North  America, 
admiral  Boscawen  was  vested  with  the  command  of  the 
fleet  destined  for  tliat  service,  and  sailed  from  St.  Helens 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  when  the  Invincible,  of 
seventj'-four  guns,  one  of  the  best  ships  that  constituted 
his  squadron,  ran  aground,  and  perished ;  but  her  men, 
stores,  and  artillery  were  saved.  In  the  course  of  the  suc- 
ceeding month,  sir  Edward  Hawke  steered  into  the  bay  of 
Biscay  with  another  squadron,  in  order  to  intercept  any  sup- 
plies from  France  designed  for  caj^e  Breton  or  Canada; 
and  about  the  same  time  the  town  of  Embdeh,  belonging  to 
his  Prussian  mnjesty,  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  was  suddenly  retrieved  by  the  conduct  of  com- 
modore Holmes,  stationed  on  thaj  coast,  who  sent  up  two 
of  his  small  ships  to  anchor  in  the  river  between  Knok  and 
the  city.  The  garrison,  amounting  to  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  men,  finding  themselves  thus  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  country  below,  abandoned  the  place 
with  great  precipitation,  and  some  of  their  baggage  being 
sent  off*  by  water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which  the  commo- 
dore armed  for  that  purpose.  It  was  in  the  same  month 
that  the  admiralty  received  advice  of  another  advantage  by 
sea,  which  had  been  gained  by  admiral  Osborne,  while  he 
cruised  between  cape  de  Gatt  and  Carthagena,  on  the  coast 
of  Spain.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March  he  fell  in 
with  a  French  squadron,  commanded  by  the  marquis  du 
Quesne,  consisting  of  four  ships,  namely,  the  Foudroyant, 
of  eighty  guns,  the  Orphee,  of  sixty-four,  the  Oriflamme, 
of  fifty,  and  the  Pleiade  frigate,  of  twenty-four,  in  their 
passage  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  M,  de  la  Clue,  who  had 
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for  some  time  been  blocked  up  by  admiral  Osborne  in  the 
harbour  of  Carthagena.  The  enemy  no  sooner  perceived 
the  English  squadron  than  they  dispersed,  and  steered  dif- 
ferent courses :  then  Mr.^Osborne  detached  divers  ships  in 
pursuit  of  each,  while  he  himself,  with  the  body  of  his 
fleet,  stood  off  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  French  squadron  which  lay  there  at  anchor. 
About  jseven  ia  the  evening,  the  Orphee,  having  on  board 
five  hundred  men,  struck  to  captain  Stoor,  in  the  Revenge', 
who  lost  the  calf  of  one  leg  in  the  engagement,  during 
which  he  was  su^ined  by  the  ships  Berwick  and  Preston. 
The  Mocgnouth  of  sixty-four  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Gardefter,  ex^gaged  the  Foudroyant,  one  of  the  largest  ships 
in  the  Freooh  navy,  mounted  with  fouracore  cannon,  and 
caataiBing.eight  hundred  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
m«j:quk  du  Qaeane*  The  actiop  was  maint^ned  with  great 
fury  on  both  sides,  and  the* gallant  captaio  Gardener  lost  his 
life;  nevertheless  the  fight  was  continued  with  unabating 
vigour  by  his  lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett,  and  the  Foudroyant 
disabled  in  such  a  manner,  that  her  commander  struck,  as 
soon  a^  Uie  other  English  ships,  the  Swiftsure  and  the 
Hampton  Court,  appeared.  This  mortifying  step,  however, 
he  did  not  take  until  he  saw  bis  ship  lie  like  a  wreck  upon 
the  water,  and  the  decks  covered  vrith  carnage.  The  Ori- 
flamme  was  driven  on  shore  uuder  the  castle  of  Aiglos,  by 
the  ships  Montague  and  Monarque,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Rowley  and  Montague,  who  could  not  complete 
their  destruction  without  violating  the  neutrality  of  Spain. 
As  for  the  Pleiade  frigate,  she  made  her  escape  by  being  a 
prime  sailer.  This  was  a  severe  stroke  upon  the  enemy, 
who  not  only  lost  two  of  their  capital  ships,  but  saw  them 
added  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  disaster  was 
followed  close  by  another,  which  they  could  not  help  feel- 
ing with  equal  sensibility  of  mortificatiop  and  chagrin.  In 
the  beginning  of  April,  sir  Edward  Hawke,  steering  with 
his  squadron  into  Basque  road,  on  the  coast  of  Poictou, 
discovered,  off  the  Isle  of  Aix,  a  French  fleet  at  anchor, 
consisting  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  with  six  frigates,  and 
forty  transports,  having  on  board  three  thousand  troops, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions  intended  as  a 
supply  for  thjeir  settlements  in  North  America.     They  no 
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sooner  saw  the  Eoglish  admiral  advaaciog^  than  they  began 
to  slip  their  cables,  and  fly  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Some 
of  them  escaped  by  sea,  but  a  great  number  ran  into  shoal 
water,  where  they  could  not  be  pursued ;  and  neiU  morning 
they  appeared, aground,  lying  on  their  broad  sides.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  who  had  rode  all  night  at  anchor  abreast 
of  the  Isle  of  Aix,  furnished  the  ships  Intr^pAd  and  Med- 
way  with  trusty  pilots,  and  sent  them  farther  in  when  the 
flood  began  to  make,  with  orders  to  oound  ahead,  jdiat  he 
might  know  whether  there  was  any  possibility  of  attacking 
the  enemy,  but  the  want  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  ren- 
dered the  scheme  impracikaU^  la  the  mean  time,  the 
French  threw  overboard  their  canon,  atores,  and  ballast; 
and  boats  and  launches  from  RocheCori  w«ie  employed  in 
carrying  out  warps,  to.  drag  thair  shipa  through  the  8«ib 
mud,  as  soon  as  they  a^«old  be'waterboroe  l^y  the  flowiBg^ 
tide.  By  these  means  their  1^^  ahipa  of  war,  and  mamyr 
of  dieir  transports,  eacaped  into  tha  riveiv  Charente  $  but 
their  loading  was  loat,  and  the#nd  of  their  equipment  totaU 
ly  defeated.  Anodier  convoy  of  merchant  ships,  under  the 
protection  of  three  frigatva,  sir  Edward  Hawke,  a  few  days 
'  before,  had  chasad  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Martins,  in  the 
Isle  of  Rhe,  where  they  sttH  remained,  waiting  an  oppoTtn- 
nity  for  hazarding  a  second  departiCre :  athirdfK)nsistingof 
twelve  sail,  bound  from  Bmirdeaux  to  Quebec,  under  conrov* 
of  a  frigate  and  armed  vessel,  was  encountered  at  sea  by 
one  British  ship  of  the  line  and  two  fireships,  which  took 
the  frigate  and  armed  vessel,  and  two  of  the  convoy  after* 
wards  met  with  the  same  fate ;  but  this  advantage  was 
overbalanced  by  the  loss  of  captain  James  Hume,  comman- 
der of  the  Pluto  fireship,  a'brave  accomplished  officer,  who; 
in  an  unequal  combat  with  the  enemy,  refused  to  quit  the 
deck,  even  when  he  was  disabled,  and  fell  gloriously,  cover- 
ed with  wounds,  exhorting  the  people,  with  his  latest  breath, 
to  continue  the  engagement  while  the  ship  could  swim,  and 
acquit  themselves  with  honour  in  the  service  of  their  co\mtr}% 
§  XLVI,  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  the  Raison- 
naWe,  a  French  ship  of  the  line,  mounted  with  sixty-four  can- 
non having  on  board  six  hundred  and  thirty  men,  commanded 
by  the  prince  de  Mombazon  chevalier  de  Rohan,  was,  in 
her  passage  from  Port  I'Orient  to  Brest,  attacked  by  cap- 
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tain  Dennis,  in  the  Dorsetshire,  of  seventy  guns,  and  taken 
after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which  one  hundred  and 
miUy  men  of  the  prince's  complement  were  killed  or  woun^ 
ded,  and  he  sustained  gredt  damage  in  his  hull,  sails,  and 
rig^;ing.     These  successes  were  moreover  chequered  by 
the  tidings  of  a  lamentable   disaster  that  befel  the  ship 
Prince   George  of  eighty   guns,  commanded  by  rear-ad- 
miral  Broderick  in    h^s   passage  to   the    Mediterranean. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  between  one  and  two  in 
the  aftemo<m,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  ship,  and  raged  with  such  fury,  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  efforts  of  tJiie  officers  and  men  for  several  hours,  the 
flames  increased,  and  the  ship  bfcing  consumed  to  the  water's 
edge,  the  remnftnt  aimk  ^iboot  »il  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  horror  aAd  constematimpof  s^ch  a  scene  are  not  easily 
desbribed.     When  all  endeavours  proved  fruitless,  and  no 
hope  of  preserving  the  ship  rfetnained,  the  barge  was  hoisted 
out  for  the  presarvati^n  o£  tM  admkal,  who  entered  it 
accordingly ;  but  all  distincticyi  of  ptrsoiM  being  now  abol- 
ished, the  seamen  rushed  into  it  in'^such  crowds,  that  in  a 
few  moments  it  overset*     The  admiral,  forseeing  that  this 
W6uld  be  the  case,  stripped  off' his  clones,  and  committing 
himself  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  was  saved  by  the  boat 
of  a  merchant  ship,  after  he  had  sustained  himself  in  the  ses^ 
a  full  hour  by  swimming.     Captain  Pa3rton,  who  was  the 
second  in  command,  remained  upon  the  quarterdeck  as  long 
as  it  was  possible  to  keep  that  station,  and  then,  descending 
by  the  stem  ladder,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  taken  into 
a  boat  belonging  to  the  Aldemey  sloop.     The  hull  of  the 
ship's  masts,  and  rigging,  were  now  in  a  blaze,  bursting  tre- 
mendous in  several  parts  through  horrid  clouds  of  smoak ; 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  cracking  of  the  flames,  mingled 
with  dismal  cries  of  terror  and  distraction ;  nothing  was  seen 
but   acts  of   phrenzy   and   desperajtion.      The    miserable 
wretches,  affrighted   at  the  horrors  of  such  a  conflagration, 
sought  a  fate  less  dreadful,  by  plunging  into  the  sea,  and 
about  three  hundred  men   were '  preserved  by  the   boats 
belonging  to  some  ships  that  accompanied  the  admiral  in 
his  voyage,  but  five  hundred  perished  in  the  ocean. 

$  XL  VII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  being  determined 
to  renew  his  attempt  upon  the  coast  of  France,  ordered  a 
Vol,  Hi.  Y  y  y 
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very  formiiablt  anmneirt  to  be  equipped  for  that  purpose. 
Two  poverful  squadroBs  by  aea  were  destbied  for  tke  ser- 
vice of  this  expeditioii,  the  first,  consisting  of  deven  great 
ships,  was  commanded  by  ferd  Anson  and  sir  Edward 
Hawke ;  the  other,  composed  of  fiour  ships  of  die  line,  seven 
frigates,  ttx  sloops,  two  fireships,  two  bombi^  ten  cutters, 
twenty  tenders,  ten  storeships,  and  one  Imndred  transports, 
was  put  under  the  directicm  of  commodore  Howe,  ^ho  had 
signalized  himself  by  his  galkntry  and  conduct  in  tfie  course 
pf  the  last  fruitless  expediitioD.  The  plan  of  a  descent  upon 
France  having  been  adppted  by  the  ministv}^,  a.  body  of 
Iroops,  consisting  of  sixie«a  re^meats,  nine  troops  of  li^ 
)i<Hie,  and  six  thousand  nsavines,  was  assembled  for  the 
execution  of  this  design,  and  embarked  under  the  oomoKuid 
pf  the  duke  of  Marlboro«igh ;  m  aoblemao,  who,  though  he 
did  not  inherit  all  the  f^iUtary  genius  of  his  grandfather, 
yet  faf  excelled  him  in  the  ainiabk  and  sosud'quaKties,  of 
the  beaitt  he  waa  hvave  beyond  all  question,  generous  to 
profuaioa,  and  goodnatiired  to  excess.  On  diis  occasion 
iie  was  assisted  l^  the  counsels  of  lord  Greor^  SackviUe, 
WQopd  in  commat^d,  son  to  the  duke  of  Dovset;  an  officer 
l>f  experience  apd  reputation,  who  had,  in  die  civil  departs 
m^^  of  gOYerameiit,  e^^ubited  paools  of  extraordinary 
g^ius  and  unoommoq  application*  The  troops  having 
been  encamped  fpv  some  time  upon  the  Isle  qf  Wight,  were 
embarked  b  the  letter  end  of  May,  apd  the  two  fleets  sailed 
in  the  begiwing  of  June  for  the  coast  of  Bvetagiie,  leaving 
-the  people  q£  England  &iQhed  iprith  the  gayest  hopes  of  vicr 
(ory  and  conqu^st^  The  two  Qeeta  par^d  at  sea:  lord 
Anson,  yrilh  his  squadron,  piqpeeded  to  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
in  order  to  walch  the  mottona  of  the  eneoiy's  ships,  and 
liarass  their  navigation ;  while  commodore  Howe,  with  the 
land  forced,  steered  directly  towards  St.  Maloea^  a  strong 
place  of  considerable  commerce,  siti^aed  on  the  coast  of 
Bretagne,  agaipst  which  the  proposed  invasion  seemed  tp 
be  chiefly  intended*  The  town,  however,  was  found  too 
well  fartiiied,  both  by  art  and  nature,  to  admit  of  an  attemfft 
by  SQ^  with  any  prospect  of  success;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
fesolved  to  make  a  descend  m  the  neighbourhood.  After 
tth^  ftpet  had  been,  by  contrary  winds,  detained  sfeveral  days 
}r}  §ight  6f  the  French  coast,  it  arrived,  in.  the  bay  of  Can^ 
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crile,  about  tiro  leagues  16  the  costwarft  of  St.  Maloes,  aad 
Mr*  Howe  having  silenced  a  smsdl  battery  which  Uie  cue* 
my  had  occasicmally  raised  upon  die  beach,  the  troops  were 
landed^  without  further  opposition,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June^ 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  immeliat^Iy  began  his  march 
towards  St.  Senran,  with  a  view  to  destroy  such  shipping 
and  magazines  as  might  be  in  any  acc^siUe  parts  of  the 
river ;  and  diis  scheme  was  executed  with  success,  v A  great 
quantity  of  naival  stores,  two  ships  of  war,  several  [nrivateertf^ 
smd  about  ftautcore  vessels  of  diiflfereffit  sorts^  were  set  on 
fare  and  reduced  to  ashes,  almost  under  the  cannod  of  the 

^  plaoe,  which^  bswover,  they  could  not  pretend  to  besiege  id 
fiarm.  Hb  graoe  having  feoeived  repeated  advices  that  tha 
eneaoy  were  busily  employed  in  assembling  forces  to  march 
against  him^  returned  to  Casoalle,  where  Mr.  Howe  haxi 
made  such  a  masterly  disposition  of  the  boats  and  transporta 
Aat  die  reembarkatien  of  die  troops  was  performed  wMr 
sUiprising  ease  and  expedition*  Tht  forces,  wliile  they 
reaM&itd  on  shore,  were  resthtined  from  all  outrages  by  the 
osost  severe  discipline ;  and  the  French  houses,  which  thdr 
inhabitants  had  abandoned,  were  left  untouched.  Imrne** 
diately  after  their  landing,  the  duke  of  MariboroUg^,  as 
commander  in  chief,  published  and  distributed  a  manifesto^ 
addressed  to  the  people  of  Br^agne,  giving  them  to  under^ 

.  stand,  that  hia^tescent  upon  the  coast  was  notefiected  with 
a  design  to  make  war  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  coun^ 
try,  except  such  as  should  be  found  in  arms,  or  otherwise 
opposing  the  ^eratmns  dJF  Im  Britannic  majesty :  diat  att^ 
wbo  were  willing  to  oaatiatte  m  peaceable  possession  o# 
thsiv  effiicts,  might  lenkin  onttudested  in  ih^  restpectivtb 
dwellnigs,  and  fellow  their  usual  occapadons ;  that,  besides 
the  customs  and  taxes  they  need  to  pay  to  their  own  king, 
nothing  should  he  reqpirod  6f  diem  but  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  thd  sabsistence  of  the  army ;  and  that,  for  all 
provisiens  brought  in,  they  sho«dd  be  paid  in  ready  nioney. 
He  conckried  diis  nbtice  #ith[  declaring,  diat  if  notwith>- 
standing  these  assurances  of  proteGfion,  they  should  carry 
off  diesr  effects  and  provisions,  and  abandon  the  places  of 
their  habitation,  he  woold  treat  them  as  enemies^  and  destroy 

their  bousea  widv  fire  and  sw6rd.  To  the  magistracy  of 
St.  Malpcshe  likewkre  seat  a  letter,  importing,  that  a^  all 
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the  inhabiiants  of  fhe  towns  and  vilkges  between  Dinant, 
Rennea,  aod  Doll,  now  in  his  possession,  had  deserted  their 
hubitatiotis,  probably  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  usual  con- 
tcibotions ;  and  he  being  informed  diat  the  magistrates  had 
compelled  the  people  of  the  country  to  retire  into  the  town 
of  St.  Maloes ;  he  now  gave  them  notice^  that  if  they  did 
not  immediately  send  them  back  to  their  houses,  and  come 
themselves  to  his  headquarters,  to  settle  the  contributions, 
he  should  think  himself  obliged  to  proceed  to  military  exe- 
cution. Th^e  threats,  however,  were  not  put  in  force, 
although  the, magistrates  of  St.  Maloes  dtdnot  think'proper 
to  comply  with  bis  injunction.  But  it  was  found  alto- 
gether, impossible  to  prevent  irl^gularides  among  troops 
that  were  naturally  licentious.  Some  houses  were  pillaged, 
ted  not  without  acts  of  barbarity :  but  the  offenders  were 
brought  to  immediate  justice ;  and  it  must  be  owned,  as  an 
kutontestiUe  proof  of  the  general's  humanity,  that  in  des- 
troying the  inagazincs  of  the  etiemy  at  St.  Servan,  whlth, 
may  be  termed  the  suburbs  of  St.  Maloes,  he  ordered  one 
amaU  storehouse  to  be  spared,  because  it  could  not  be  set 
on  fire  without  endangering  the  whole  district.  The  British 
forces  boittg  t^eembarked,  including  about  five  hundred  light 
horse,  which  had  been  disciplined  and  carried  over  wim  a 
view  to  scour  the  country,  the  fleet  was  detained  by  con- 
trary winds  in  the  bay  of  Canci^  for  several  days,  during 
which  a  design  seems,  to  hare  been  formed  for  attacking 
GranviUfi)  which  had  been  reconnoitred  by  some  of  the 
ifingineiers :  Jbut,  in  consequence  of  tbek  report,  the  scheme 
was  laid  aside,  and  die  ^  feet  slood  .out  to  seai,  where  it  warn 
elqiosed  to  some  rough  weather.  In  a  few  days  the  wind 
blowing  in  a  northern  direction,  they  steered  again  towards 
tl^  French  coast,  and  ran  in  with  the  land  near  Havre<de« 
Gtm&i  where  the  fiatbottomed*  boau,  provided  for  landing, 
,  were  KpUted  out,  and  a  second  diBemhurkation  ejqiected. 
But  the  Mrmd  olowing  violently  towards  the  evening,  the 
Ixmts  were  reshipped,  and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the  land, 
in  torder'  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  lee  shore.  Next  dayv 
the  weather  being  more  moderate,  they  returned  to  the  same 
station,  and  orders  were,  given  to  prepare  for  a  descent ; 
but  the  duke  of-  Marlborough  having  taken  a  view  of  the 
coast  in  an  open  cutter,  accompanied  by  commodore  Howe, 
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thought  proper  to  ^ave  the  attempt*  Their  next  step  was 
to  bear  away  before  the  wind  for  Cherbourg,  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  which  place  the  fleet  came  to  anchor.  Here 
some  of  the  transports  received  the  fire  of  six  diiTerent  bat- 
teries; and  a  considerable  *body  c^  troops  appeared  in  arms 
to  dispute  the  landing  ^^  nevertheless,  the  general  resolved 
that  the  forts  Querquevilk,  THommet,  ai^  Gallet  should 
be  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  first  regiment  of  guards.^ 
The  soldiers  were  actually  distributed  in  the  flatbottomed 
boats,  and  every  preparation  made  for  this  enterprise,  when 
the  wind  began  H)  blow  with  such  violence,  that  the  trpops* 
could  not  be  landed  without  the  most  .imminent  danger  and 
difficulty,  nor  properly  sustained  in  case  of  a  repulse,  even 
if  the  disembarkation  could  have  been  effected.  •  This 
attempt,  therefore,  was  laid  aside,  but  at  the  same  time  a 
resolution  taken  to  stand  in  towards  the  shore  with  the 
whole  fle^t,  to  cover  a  general  landing.  A  disposition  wits 
made  accordingly ;  but  the  storm  increasing,  the  transports 
ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  the  ships  were  exposed  to  all 
the  perils  of  a  lee  sborcy-for  the  g^le  blew  directly  upon  the 
coast ;  besides  the  provisions  began  to  fail,  and  the  hay  for 
the  horses  was  almost  consumed.  These  concurring  rea- 
sons induced  the  commanders  to  postpone  the  disembarka- 
tion to  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  The  fleet  stood  out 
to  sea,  and  the  tempest  abadng,  they  steered  for  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  next  day  anchored  at  St.  Helens*  Such  was 
the  issue  of  an  enterprise  achieved  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, if  we  consider  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy's  ship- 
ping, and  the  other  objects  which  the  ministry  had  in  view, 
namely;  to  secure  the  navigation  of  the  channel,  and  make 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  ther  German  allies,  by  alarming  the 
French  king,  and  obliging  him  to  employ  a  great  number 
of  troops  to  defend  his  coast  from  insult  and  invasion ;  but 
whether  such  a  mighty  armament  was  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  these  petty  aims,  and  whether  the  same 
armament  might  not  have  been  employed  in  executing 
schemes  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the  nation,  we  * 
shall. leave  to  the  judicious  reader's  own  reflection. 

$  XLVIII.  The  designs  upon  the  coast  of  France, 
though  interrupted  by  tempestuous  weather,  were  not  as 
yet  laid  aside  for  the  whole  season  r  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
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the  troopB  were  disemfaarked  on  the  Isle  of  Wight;  «id 
one  brigaide  marched  to  the  northward^  to^  jom  a  body  of 
iroops,  with  which  tlie  government  resolved  to  augnent  the 
army  of  the  alfies  in  Germany,  comroaaded  by  prince  Fw* 
dinaiid  of  Bnmswiciu  The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  lord 
George  Sackville  being  appotnted  to  conduct  this  British 
corps  upon  the  continent,  the  command  of  the  marine  expe«' 
ditions  devolved  to  lieutenant  general  Bligh,  an  old  expe- 
rienced officer,  who  had  served  with  reputatioo ;  and  his 
royal  highness,  prince  Edward,  afterwards  created  duke  of 
York,  entered  as  a  volunteer'  with  commodore  Howe,  in 
order  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  the  sea  service.  The 
remainder  of  the  troops  being  reembarked,  and  every  thing 
prepared  for  the  second  expedition,  the  fleet  sailed  from 
St.  Helens  on  the  first  of  August;  and  afiter  a  tedious pas- 

"sage  from  calms  and  contrary  winds,  anchored  on  the  seventh 
day  in  the  bay  of  Cherbourg.  By  this  time  the  enermy  had 
intrenched  diemtelves  within  a  line,  extending  from  the 
fort  Ecceurdeville,  which  stands  about  two  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Cherbourg,  along  the  coast  for  the  space  of 
four  miles^  fortified  with  several  batteries  at  proper  distan* 
ces.  Behind  this  intrenchment  a  body  of  horse  and  infan* 
try  appeared  in  red  and  blue  uniforms ;  but  as  they  did  not 
advance  to  the  open  beach,  the  less  risk  was  run  in  landing 
the  Britnh  farces.  At  first  a  bombketch  had  been  sent  to 
anchor  near  the  town,  add  throw  some  shells  into  the  place, 
as  a  feint  to  amuse  tlus  enemy,  and  deceive  Aem  wi^  regard 
to  the  place  of  disembarkation,  while  the  general  had  deter- 
mined to  land  about  a  league  to  the  westward  of  Querque- 
ville,  the  most  western  fort  in  the  bay.  The  other  bomb- 
ketches  being  posted  along  shore,  did  considerable  execu* 
tioa  upon  the  intrenchments,  not  oi^  by  throwmg  sheUs  in 
the  usual  way,  but  also  by  using  ball  mortars,  filkd  with 
great  quantities  of  balls,  which  may  be  thrown  to  a  great 
dtttanee,  and,  by  seatterii^  as  they  fly,  do  abundance  of 
miacbiet  While  the  ketches  fired  without  ceasing,  the 
grenadiers,  and  guards  were  rowed  Fegukrly  ashore  in  the 

'fiatbottomcd  hiats,  and  landing  withooc  opposition,  instantfy 
formed,  oo  a  small  open  portion  of  the  beach,  with  a  natu- 
sal  breastwork  in  their  front,  harving  on  the  otfao*  sid«.  a. 
hollotr  way,  and  a  village  rising  beyond  k  with  a  sudden 


ascent :  on  the  left,  the  ground  ^as  intersected  by  hedges, 
and  covered  with  orcbardft,  and  from  thfts  quarter  the  ene- 
my advanced  in  order.     The  British  troops  imnftediately 
quitted  the  l^reastwork,  in  order  to  meet  them  half  wt^, 
and  a  straggling  fire  began ;  but  the  French  edging  to  i\K 
left,  took  possession  of  the  hiU,  from  whence  they  piqueer* 
ed  with  the  advanced  posts  of  the  English.     In  the  mead 
time,  die  rest  of  the  infantry  were  disembarked,  and  the 
enemy  at  night  retired.     As  the  light  troops  were  not  )«t 
landed,  general  Bligh  encamped  that  night  at  the  village  of 
Erville,  on  a  piece  of  ground  that  did  not  extend  above 
fonr  hundred  paces ;  so  ^at  the  teats  were  pitched  in  a 
crowded  and  irregular  manner.     Next  n(iomiogf  the  gene- 
ral having  received  intelligence  that  no  parties  of  the  ene- 
my were  seen  moving  on  the  hill,  or  in  die  plain,  and  that 
fort  Qtterqueville  was  entirely  s^andoned,  made  a  disposi- 
tion for  marching  in  two  columns  to  Cherbourg.     An  ad- 
vanced party  took  immediate  possession  of  Querqueville ; 
and  the  lines  and  batteries  along  the  shore  were  now  de- 
serted l^y  the  enemy.     The  British  forces  marching  behind 
St.  Aule^k  Ecosurdeyille,  Hommeti  and  La  Galet,  found  the 
town  qf  Cherbourg  likewise  abandoned,  and  the  gates  being 
open,  entered  it  without  opposition,     ^he  citizens,  encou^ 
raged  by  a  manifesto  containing  a  promise  of  protection, 
which  had  been  published  and  distributed,  in  order  to  quiet 
their  apprehepsions,  received  their  new  guests  with  a  good^ 
grace,  overwhelming  them  with  civilities,  for  which  they 
met  with  a  very  ungrateful  return ;  for  as  the  bulk  of  the 
army  was  not  regularly  encamped  and  superintended,  the 
soldiers  were  at  liberty  to  indulge  themselves  in  riot  and 
licentiousness.     All  night  long  they  ravaged  the  adjacent 
country  without  restraint ;  and  as  no  guso'ds  bad  been  regu- 
larly placed  in  the  streets  and  avenues  of  Cherbourg,  to 
prevent  disorders,  the  town  itsel{  was  not  exempted  from 
Spillage  and  brutality.     These  outrages,  however,  were  no 
sooner  known,  them  the  gpne^al  took  immediate  aleps  for 
.  putting  a  stop  to  them  for  the  present,  and  preventing  all 
irregularities  for  the  future*    Kext  morning  the  place  being 
reconnoitred,  he  determined  to  destroy,  without  delay,  all 
the  forts  and  the  bason  t  and  the  execution  of  this  design 
was  leff  to  the  engineers,  assisted  by  the  oncers  of  the 
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Beet  and  artiUeQr.  Great  sums  of  money  had  been  expend- 
ed upon  the  harbour  and  bason  of  CherbqUrgy  which  at  one 
time  was  considered  by  the  French  court  as  an  object  of 
great  importance,  from  its  situation  respecting  the  river 
Siene,  as  well  as  the  opposite  cqast  of  England ;  but  as  the 
works  were  left  unfinished,  ia.all:ap^iarance  the  plan  had 
grown  into  disreputation..*  The  enemy  had  raised  several 
unconnected  batteries  along  the  bay ;  but  the  town  itself 
was  quite  open  and  defenceless*  While  the  engineers  were 
employed  in  demolish!^ the  works,. the  light  hoi;se  scoured 
ihe  country,  and  djet^hments  we*fe  every  day  sent  out 
towards  Walloigp,  at  the,  distance  of  four  leagues  from 
Cherbourg,  where  the  enemy  were  encamped,  and  every 
hour  received  reinforcements*  Several  skirmishes  wer^ 
fought  by  the  out  p^ies  of  each  army,  in  one  of  which 
captain  Lindsay,  a  gaUant  young  officer,, who  had  been  very 
instrumental  in  training  the  light  horse,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed. The  harbour  and  bason  of  Cherbourg  be^ng  destroyed^ 
together  with  all  the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood^  and  about 
twenty  pieces  of  brass  c^^cm  secured  on  board  the  English 
ships,  a  contribution,  amounting  tq  about  three  thousand 
[bounds  sterlings  was  exacted  upon  the  town,  and  a  plan  of 
reembark^tion,  'concerted ;  as  it  appeared  from  the  report 
of  peasants, and  deserters,  that  the  enemy  were  ^ready 
increased  to  a  formidable  number.  A  slight  intrenchment 
being  raised,  su^icient  to  defend  the  last  division  that  should 
be  reembarked,  the  stores  and  artillery  were  shipped,  and 
the  light  horses  conveyed  on  board  their  respective  trans- 
ports, by  means  of  platforms  laid  in  the  flatbottomed  ves- 
sels. On  the  si^tepnth  day  of  August  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  fgrces  marched  from  Cherbourg  down  to 
the  beach,  and  reembark^d  at  fort  Galet,  without  the  least 
disturbance  from  the  enemy.' 

§  XLIX.  This  service  being  happily  performed,  the 
fleet  set  s^il  for  the  coastspf  'JEngland,  and  anchored  in  the 
road  of.  Weymouth,  under  tl^e  high  land  of  Portland. 
In  two  days  it  weighed  and  stoqd  again  to  the  southward  ; 
but  was  obliged,  byi  contrary  winds  to  return  to  the  same 
riding.  .The  secopd,  effort,. hpjff ever,-  was  more  effectual. 
The  fleet  with  some  difficulty  ke^pt  tjaieisea,  and  steering  to 
the  French  coast,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lu- 
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naire,  two  leagues  to  the  westward  of  St.  Maloes,  against^ 
which  it  was  determined  to  make  another  attempt.  The 
sloops  and  ketdies  being  ranged  along  shore  to  cover  the 
disembarkation,  the  troops  landed  on  a  fair  open  beach, 
and  a  detachment  of  grenadiers  was  sent  to  the  harbour  of 
St.  Briac,  above  the  town  of  St.  Maloes,  where  they  des- 
troyed about  fifteen  small  vessels :  but  St.  Muloes  itself 
being  properly  surveyed,  appeared  to  be  above  insult,  either 
from  the  land  forces  or  the  shipping.  The  mouth  of  the 
.river  that  forms  its  bason,  extends  above  two  miles  in 
breadth  at  its  narrowest  part,  so  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  land  batteries,  and  the  entrance  is  defended  by  such 
forts  and  batteries  as  the  ships  of  war  could  not  pretend  to 
«ilence,  considering  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  channels; 
besides  fifty  pieces  of  large  cannon  planted  on  these  Ibrts 
and  batteries,  the  enemy  had  mounted  'forty  on  the  west 
side  of  the  town ;  and  the  bason  was,  moreover,  strength- 
•enedi)y  seven  frigates  or  armed  vessels,  whose  guns  might 
,  liave  been  brought  to  bear  u{k>n  any  batteries  that  could  be 
jaised  on  shore,  as  well  as  upon  ships  entering  by  the  usual 
channel.  For  these  substantial  reasons  the  design  against 
St.  Maloes  was  dropped ;  but  the  genera^  being  unwilling  tx> 
reembark,  without  having  takeft  some  step  for  the  further 
annoyance  of  the  enemy,  resolved  to  penetrate  into  the  coun^ 
try,  conducting  his  motions,  however,  so  as  to  be  ne^r  the 
ifleet,  which  had  by  this  time,  quitted  the  bay  of  St.  Lu- 
naire,  where  it  could  not  ride  with  any  safety,  and  anchored 
ip  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the  westjward. 
§  L.  On  Friday  the  eighth  of  September,  ^  general 
£ligh,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march  for  Guildo,  at 
,the  distance  of  nine  miles,  which  he  reached  in  the  eve- 
ning 2  next  day  he  crossed  a  little  gut  or  inlet  of  the  sea,  at 
low  water,  and  his  troops  being  incommoded  by  the  pea- 
^sants,  who  fired  at  them  from  hedges  and  houses,  he  sent 
a  priest  with  a  message,  intimating,  that  if  they  would  not 
4esi$t,  he  would  reduce  their  housed  to  ashes.  No  regard 
•being  paid  to  this  intimation,  the  houses  were  actually  set 
on  fire  as  soon  as  the  -troops  had  forme-d  their  camp  about 
itwo  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  inlet.  Next  morning 
he  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Matignon,  where,  after 
iSpme  smart  skirmishing,  die  French  piqi;iets  appeared, 
Von.  III.  Z  z  z 
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drawn  up  in  order,  to  ihc  number  of  tiro  battalions ;  but 
having  sustained  a  few  shot  from  the  English  fieldpieces, 
and  seeing  the  grenadiers  advance,  they  suddenly  dispersed. 
General  Bligh  continuing  his  route  through  the  village, 
encamped  in  the  open  ground,  about  three  miles  from  d^ 
bay  of  St.  Cas,  which  was  this  day  reconnoitred  for  reem- 
barkation :  for  he  now  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that 
the  duke  d' Aiguillon  had  advanced  from  Brest  to  Lan^nk, 
within  six  miles  of  the  English  camp,  at  the  head  of  twelve 
regular  battalions,  six  squadrons,  two  regiments  of  militia, 
eig^t  mortars,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  The  bay  of  St. 
Cas  was  covered  by  an  intrenchment  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up,  to  prevent  or  oppose  any  disembarkauon ;  and 
on  the  outside  of  this  work  there  was  a  range  of  sand  hills 
eluding  along  shore,  which  could  have  served  as  a  cover 
to  the  enemy,  from  whence  they  might  have  annoyed  the 
troops  in  reembarking :  for  this  reason  a  proposal  was  made 
to  the  general,  that  the  forces  should  be  reembarked  from 
ja  fair  open  beach  on  the  left,  between  St.  Cas  and  Guildo; 
but  this  advice  was  rejected,  and,  indeed,  the  subsequent 
operations  of  the  army  savoured  strongly  of  blind  secuHty 
and  rash  presumption.  Had  the  troops  decamped  in  the 
night  without  noise,  in  All  probability  they  would  have 
arrived  at  the  beach  before  the  French  had  received  the 
least  intelligence  of  their  motion ;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
whole  army,  consisting  of  about  six  thousand  men,  might 
have  been  reembarked  without  the  least  interruption  ;  but, 
instead  of  this  cautious  manner  of  proceeding,  the  drums 
were  beaten  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  if  with  inten- 
tion to  give  notice  to  the  enemy,  who  forthwith  repeated 
the  same  signal.  The  troops  were  in  motion  before  three, 
and  though  the  length  of  the  march  did  not  exceed  three 
miles,  the  halts  and  interruptions  were  so  numerous  and 
frequent,  that  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  beach  of  St.  Cas 
till  nine.  Then  the  embarkation  Was  begun,  and  might 
have  been  happily  finished,  had  the  transports  lain  near  the 
shore,  and  received  the  men  as  fast  as  the  boats  could  have 
conveyed  them  on  board,  without  distinction ;  but  many 
ships  rode  at  considerable  distance,  and  every  boat  carried 
the  men  on  board  the  respective  transports  to  which  they 
belonged ;  a  punctilio  of  disposition  by  which  a  great  deal 
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of  time  wat  unoecessariiy  coDftumed*     Th#  simU  ships  ailtt 
bmnbketches  were  brcmght  near  the  shore  to  covet  the  em** 
barkation ;  and  a  considerable^  nniAber  of  sea  officers  were 
stationed  on  the  beach,  to  superintend  the  boats'  erewds 
awd  regulate  the  service;  but,    notwithstanding  alt  their 
attentioa  and  authority,  some  of  the  boats  were  otherwise 
'  employed  than  in  conveying  the  unhappy  soldier^*     Had 
idl  the  cutters  and  smallci*aft  belonging  to  the  fleet  been 
properly  occupied  in  this  service,  the  disgrace  and  disafl>te^ 
of  the  day   would  scarce  have  happened.      The  British 
forces  had  skirmished  a  little  on  die  march,  but  no  confirld- 
erable  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  until  the  embarkation 
vras  begun;  then  they  took  possession  of  an  eminence  by  a 
windmill,  and  forthwi^  opened  a  battery  of  ten  cafinon  and 
eight  mortars,  from  i^Phence  they  fired  with  considerable 
eAcct  upon  th«  soldiers  on  the  beach,  and  on  the  boats  in 
their  passage.     They  afterwards  began  to  march  down  the 
KHI,  partly  covered  by  a  hollow  way  on  their  left.  With  a 
design  to  gain  a  wood,  where  they  might  form  and  extend 
themselves  along  the  front  of  the  English,  and  advance 
agiHnst  them  under  shelter  of  the  sand  hills ;  but  in  their 
descent  they  suiFered  extremely  from  the  cannon  and  mot^ . 
tars  of  the  shipping,  which  made  great  havoc,  and  threw 
them  into  confusion.     Their  line  of  march  down  the  hill 
was  staggered,  and  for  some  time  continued  in  suspense  ; 
d)en  they  turned  off  to  one  side,  extended  themselves  along 
a  hill  to  their  left  and  advanced  in  a  hollow  way,  from 
whence  t)|ey  suddenly  rushed  out  to  the  attack.     Though 
the  greater  part  of  the  British  troops   were  already  ettt*- 
barked,  the  rearguard,  consisting  of  all  the  grenadiers,  and 
hatf  of  the  first  regiment  of  guards,  remained  on  the  shore, 
to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred,  under  the  comttitodof 
major  general  Dury.     This  officer,  seeing  the  f^rench  3td* 
vance,  ordered  Kis  troops  to  form  in  gratid  divisions,  and  ^ 
march  from  behind  the  bank  that  covered  them,  in  order  to 
charge  the  enemy  before  they  coudd  be  formed  on  the  plaiD^ 
Had  this  step  been  taken  when  it  was  first  suggested  to 
Mr.  Dury,  before  the  French  were  disengaged  from  the 
hollow  way,  perhaps  it  might  have  so  far  succeeded  as  to 
disconcert  and  throw  them  Into  confusion :  but  by  this  time 
they  had  extended  themselves  fnto  a  verj'  formidable  front. 
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and  BO  hopi»  remaiQed  of  being  aible  to  withstand  such  a 
superior  number.  Instead  of  attempting  to  fight  ^;aiiist 
such  odds  i»  an  open  6eld  of  battle,  they  might  have 
retreated  along  the  beach  to  a  rock  cm  the  lelt^  in  which 
|>rogres8  their  right  flank  would  have  been  secured  by  the 
iotrenchment  f  and  the  enemy  could  not  have  pursued  them 
lAoog  the  shore,  without  being  exposed  to  such  a  fire  firom 
the  shipping,  as  in  all  probability  they  codld  not  have  sus* 
^ined^  This  scheme  waa  likewise  proposed  to  Mr.  Dury; 
bttt  b^  seemed,  to  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  in&tuation. 
The  English  line,  b^eiog  drawn  tip  in  uneven^  ground,  began 
like,  action  with  an. irregular  fire  from  right  to  left,  which  the 
i;nemy  returned ;  but  their  usual  fortitude  and  resolutoom 
seemed  tp  forsake  them  on  this  occasion.  They  saw  them- 
selves, in  danger  of  being  surroundl^^  and  cut  in  pieces  ; 
their  officers  4roppi9d  on  every  side ;  and  all  hope  of  retreat 
was  now  interctfpted.  In  this  cruel  dilemma  their^ spirits 
failed.;  th<;  y  were:  seized  with  a  panic ;  they,  faultered,  they 
broke  ;  and  in  less  than. five  minutes  after  she,  engagement 
began  (hey  fied  in  the  utmost  confusion,  ptirsued  by  the 
enemyt  who  no  sooner  saw  them  give  way  than  they  feU  in 
among  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  made  a  great 
V^tnH^f!*  General  Dury  being  dangerously  wounded,  ran 
tpto  the  sea,  where  he  perished ;  and  this  wa»  the  fate  of 
^  gr^atQumber,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers.  Many  swam 
towards  the.  boats  and  vessels,  which  were  ordered  to  give 
them  all  ^manner  of  assistance;  but  by  far  the  greater  num*» 
by  .w*ere  either  butchered  on  the  beach,  or  drowned  in  the 
water :  a  small  body,  however,  instead  of  throwing  them- 
selves iq|o  the  sea,  retired  to  the  rock  on  the  left,  where 
they  made  a. standi  until  they  had  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion, .ai|fl  then  surrendered  at  discretion.  The  havoc  was 
moreover  increased  by  the  shot  and  shells  discharged  from 
the  battery  whiph  the. enemy  had  raised^iin  the  hill.  The 
slaughter  Would  npt  have  been  so  great,  had  not  the  French 
soldiers  been  ^exas'perated  by  the  fire  from  the  frigates, 
^hich  w^s  stiJl  maintaine.d  even  after  the  English  troops 
were  routed  ;  but  this  was  no  sooner  silenced  by  a  signal 
from  the  commii^ore,  than  the  enemy  exhibited  a  noble - 
example  of  moderation  and  humanity,  in  granting  imme- 
diate quartet  aiid  protection  to^  the  vanquished.      About 
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one  ^usand  chosen  men  of  the  English  armf  were  killed 
and  taken  prisoners  on  this  occasion :  nor  was  the  advan* 
tagr  cheaply  purchased  by  the  French  troops,  among  whom 
the  shot  and  shdls  from  die  frigates  and  ketches  had  done 
great  execution*  Hie  clemency  of  the  victors  was  the 
more  remsu-kable,  as  the  British  troops  in  this  expedition  ^ 
hhd  been  shamefully  guilty  of  marauding,  pillaging,  buA^ 
ing,  and  other  excesses.  War  is  so  dreadful  in  itself,  and 
so  severe  in  its  oonsequenees,  that  the  exercise  of  genero* 
sity  and  compassion,  by  which  its  horrors  are  mitigated^ 
ought  ever  to  be  applauded,  encouraged,  and  imitated. 
We  ought  also  to  use  our  best  endeavours  to  deserve  this 
treatment  at  the  hands  pf  a  civilized  enemy.  Let  us  be 
humane  in  our  turn  1  to  those  whom  the  fate  of  war  had  sub- 
jected to  our  power  :  let  us,  in  prosecuting  our  military 
operations,  maintain  the  most  rigid  discipline  smong  the 
Sroops,  and  religiously  abstain  from  all  acts  of  violence 
and  oppreasion.  Thus,  a  laudable  emulatjon  will  undoubt- 
edly ensue,  and  the  powers  at  war  vie  with  each  oliier  in 
humanity  and  politeness.  In  other  respects,  the  oom^ 
mander  of  an  invading  armament  will  always  find  his  ac- 
count in  being  well  with  the  common  people  of  the  coun>- 
try  in  which  the  descent  is. made.  By  civil  treatment  and 
seasonable  grati£cataoo6,  they  will  be  encouraged  to  bring 
'  iAto  the  camp  regular  supplies  of  provision  and  refresh- 
ment: they  will  mingle  with  the  sddiers,  and  even  form 
friendships  among  them :  serve  as  glides,  messengers,  and 
interpreters  a  let  out  their  cattle  for  hire  or  draft  horflfes; 
work  in  their  own  parsons  as  day  labourers :  discover  pro- 
per fords,  bridges,  roads,  passes,  and  defiles;  and,  if  art- 
fully managed,  communicate  many  useful  hints  of  intelli- 
gence. If  great  care  and  circumspection  be  not  exerted 
in  ihaintaining  discipline,*  and  bridling  the  ticentious  dispo- 
sition of  the  soldiers,  such  invasions  will  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  miscarriage  and  disgrace;  for  this,  at  best,  i» 
but  a  piratical  way  of  carrying  on  war :  and  the  troops' 
engaged'  in  it  are,  in  some  measure,  debauched  by  the. 
nature  of  the  service.  They  are  crowded  togetiber  in 
tijansports,  wiicre  the -minute  particulars  of  military  order 
cannot  be  observed,  even  though  the  good  of  the  service 
^'eatly   depends  upon  a  due  observance   of  these  forms* 
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The  soldiers  grow  aegligent,  and  inattentive  to  ckanlmess 
nad  the  exterior  ornaments  of  dress:  they  become  'slovctdy^ 
skithfot,  aad  altogether  unfit  for  a  return  of  duty:  they 
are  *tumbkd  about  occasiocfaUy  in  ships  and  boats,  l^ided 
aad  reembarked  in  a  tumuiioons  manner,  nnder  a  divided[ 
and  disorderly  command:  they  are  acci»tomed  to  retire  at 
the  first  report  of  an  approaching  enemy,  and  to  take  shei- 
trr  on  another  ekment;  nay,  their  small  pilbging  parties 
are  often  obliged  to  fiy  before  nsarmed  peasants.  Their 
doty  on  such  occasions  is  the  most  unmanly  part  of  a  soU 
dier's  office ;  namely,  to  ruin,  ravage,  and  destroy.  They 
soon  yirkl  to  the  temptation  of  pillage,  and  are  habituated 
to  rapine :  they  give  loose  to  intemperance,  riot,  and  intoxi- 
cation ;  commit  a  thousand  excesses  ;  and,  when  the  enemy 
appears,  ran  on  board  tlie  ships  with  their  booty.  Thus 
dae  dignity  of  die  service  is  debased  :  they  lose  all  sense 
of  honour  and  of  shame ;  they  are  no  longer  restricted  by 
military  laws,  aor  overawed  by  the  authority  of  oficers :  in 
a  word,  they  dcgenefate  into  a  species  of  lawless  butcsmeers* 

.  From  such  a  total  relaxation  of  morals  and  discipline,  what 
can  ensue  but  riot,  confusion,  dishonour,  and  defeat  I  Att 
the  advantage  that  can  be  expected  from  these  ^sudden 
starts  of  invasion,  will  scarce •^iverbidaoce  the  evils  we  have 
reenriooed,  together   with  the  exaaordhuuy  expense   of 

-equipping  armaments  of  this  nature.  True  it  is,  these 
descents  oblige  the  French  king  to  emjdoy  a  considerable 
number  of  his  troops  for  the  deience  of  his  maritime 
places :  they  serve  to  ruin  the  trade  of  his  sohjects,  pro- 
tect the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  and  secure  its  coast 
from  invasion ;  but  these  purposes  might  be  as  efiectusdty 
answered,  at  a  mikch  smaller  expense,  by  die  shipping  alone» 
Should  it  be  judged  expedrodt,  however,  to  prosecute  this 
desultory  kind  of  war,  the  commanders  employed  in  it  will  do 
well  to  consider,  that  a  descent  ought  never  to  be  haziarded 
an  an  enemy's  country,  without  having  taken  proper  precau- 
tions to  secure  a  retreat ;  that  the  severestdisci^ine  ought  to 
be  preserved  during  sdl  the  operations  of  the  campaign  ;  that 
a  general  ought  never  to  disemback  but  Upon  a  well  con* 
certed  plan,  nor  commence  his  military  transactions  with- 
out some  immediate  point  or  object  in  view;  that  a  reem- 
barkation  ought  never  to  be  attempted,  except  from  a  dear 
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open  faeadi,  where  the  approaches  of  an  enemy  may  he 
aeen^  and  the  troops  covered  by  the  fire  of  their  shtppiogw 
Those  who  presumed  to  reflect  upon  the  particulars  of  this 
last  expedition,  owned  themselves  at  a  k»s  to  account  for 
Ae  conduct  of  the  general,  in  remaining  on  shore  after  the 
design  upon  Su  Maloes  was  laid  aside;  in  penetrating  so 
far  into  the  country,  without  any  visible  object;  neglectiog 
the  repeated  intelligence  which  he  received;  communi* 
eating,  by  beat  of  drum,  his  midnight  motions  to  an  enemy 
>of  double  his  force;  loitering  near  seven  hours  in  a  march 
of  three  miles ;  and,  lastly,  attempting  the  reembarkation 
of  the  troops  at  a  place  where  no  proper  measures  had 
been  taken  for  dieir  cover  and  defence.  After  the  a^ion 
of  St.  Cas,  some  civilities,  by  message,  passed  between  the 
duke  d'Aiguillon  and  the  English  commandos,  who  were 
favoured  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners,  including  four  sea 
captains ;  and  aissured  that  the  wounded  should  receive  ail 
possible  comfort  and  assistance.  These  matters  being  ad- 
justed, commodore  Howe  returned  with  the  fleet  to  Spit- 
iieffd,  and  the  soldiers  were  disembarked. 

^  LI.  The  success  of  the  attempt  upon  Cherbourg  had 
elevated  the  people  to  a  degree  of  childish  trinmph ;  and 
the  government  thought  proper  to  indulge  this  petulent 
spirit  of  exultation,  by  exposing  twenty-one  pieces  of  French 
^cannon  in  Hydepark,  from  whence  they  were  drawn  in  pro- 
cession to  th^  Tower,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  popu- 
lace. From  this  pinnacle  of  elation  and  pride  they  wero 
precipitated  to  the  abyss  of  despondence  or  dejection,  by  the 
account  of  the  miscarriage  at  St.  Cas,  which  buoyed  up  the 
jftpiriu  of  the  French  in  the  same  proportion.  The  people 
of  that  nation  began  to  stand  in  need-^f  some  such  cordial 
after  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  and  the  ministry  of 
Versailles  did  not  fail  to  make  the  most  of  this  advantage  ; 
they  published  a  pompous  narrative  of  the  battle  at  St.  Cas, 
and  magnified  into  a  mighty  victory  the  puny  check  which 
they  had  given  to  the  rearguard  of  an  inconsiderable  de- 
tachment. The  people  received  it  with  implicit  belief, 
because  it  was  agreeable  to  their  passions,  and  congratula* 
ted  themselves  upon  their  success  in  hyperb<^es,  dictated  by 
that  vivacity  so  peculiar  to  the  French  nation.  Indeed, 
these  are  artifices  which  the  ministers  of  every  nation  find 
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U  necessarf  to  use  at  cenain  conjunctures,  in  gbverning  tbe 
turbulent  and  cs^cious  multitude.  After  the  misfortune 
at  St«  Cas,  nothing  further  was  attempted  by  that  arma- 
ment ;  nor  was  any  enterprise  of  importance  achieved  by 
the  British  ships  in  Europe  during  the  course  of  this  sum- 
Bier.  The  cruisers,  however^  still  continued  active  and 
akrt.  Captain  Heinrcy,  in  the  ship  Monmouth,  destroyed . 
a  French  ship  of  forty  guns  in  the  island  of  Malta ;  an  ex- 
ploit of  which  the  Maltese  loudly  complained,  as  a  violation 
of  their  neutrality.  About  twenty  sail  of  small  French 
vessels  were  driven,  ashore  on  the  rocks  of  Bretagne,  by 
•ome  cruisers  belonging  to  the  fleet  commanded  by  lord 
Anson,  after  a  smart  engagement  with  two  frigates,  under 
-whose  convoy  they  sailed.  In  the  month  of  November  the 
Belliqueux,  a  French  ship  of  war,,  mounted  with  sixty-four 
guns,  having,  by  mis^ke,  run  up  St.  George's  channel,  and 
anchored  in  Lundy  road.  Captain  Saumarez,  of  the  Ante- 
lope, then  lying  in  Kingroad,  immediately  weighed  and 
went  in  quest  of  her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  received. 
When  he  appeared,  the  French  captain  heaved  up  his  anchor, 
and  made  a  show  p(  preparing  for  an  engagement ;  but  soon 
hauled  down  his  colours,  and,  without  firing  a  shot,  surren- 
derecl,  trith  9,  complement  of  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
men,  to  a  ship  of  inferior  force,  both  in  number  of  hsuids 
and  weight  of  metal.  By  this  time  the  English  privateers 
swarmed  to  such  a  degree  in  the  channel,  that  scarce  a 
French  vessel  durst  quit  the  harbour,  and  consequently  there 
was  little  or  na  booty  to  be  obtained.  In  this  dearth  of 
legal  prizes,  some  of  the  adventurers,  were  tempted  to  com- 
mit acts  of  piracy,  and  actually  rifled  the  ships  of  neutral 
nations.  A  Dutch  vessel,  having  on  board  the  baggage  and 
domestics  belonging  to  the  marquis  de  Pignatelli,  ambassa- 
dor from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  kii^g  of  Denmark,  was 
boarded  three  times  successively  by  the  crews  of  three  dif- 
ferent priyateers,  who  foix:ed  the  hatches,  rummaged  the 
hold,  broke  open  and  rifled  the  trunks  and  boxes  of  the  am- 
bassador, insiulted  and  even  cruelly  bruised  his  officers, 
stripped  his  domestics,  and  carried  off  his  effects,  together 
with  letters  of  credit,  and  a  bill  of  exchange.  Complaints 
of  these  outrage^  being  made  tq  the  court  of  London,  the 
loi:ds  of  the  admiralty  promised,  in  the  gazette,  a  reward  of 
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five  himdred  pounds,  without  deductioA^  to  any  perapn  who 
should  dkcover  the  offenders  concerned  in  these  acts  of 
piracy.  Som^  of  them  were  detected  accordingly,  and 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

$  JLII.  The  Dutch  had  for  some  tinae .carried  on  a  very 
considerable  traffic,  not  only  in  taking  the  fair  advantages  of 
tlimr  neutrality,  but  abo  in  supplying  the  French  with  naval 
stores,  and  transporting  the  produce  of  the  French  stigar 
colonies  to  Europe,  as  carriers  hired  by  the  proprietors* 
The  EngTish  government,  incensed  at  this  unfair  commerce, 
prosecuted  with  such  flagrant  partiality  for  their  enemies^ 
issued  orders  for  the  cruisers  to  arrest  all  ships  ofneutrsd 
powers  that  should  have .  French  property  on  board ;  and 
these  orders  were  executed  with  rigour  and  severity.     A 
^eat  number  of  Dutch  ships  were  ts^en,and  condemned  as 
legid  prizes,  both  in  Eng^nd  and  Jamaica :  sometimes  the 
owners  met  with  hard  measure,  and  some  crews  were  treat- 
ed with  insolence  and  barbarity.     The  subjects  of  the  Uni« 
ted  Provinces  raised  a  loud  clamour  against  the  E^nglish, 
for  having,  by  these  captures,  violated  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  particular  treaty  of  commerce  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  republic;  Remonstrances  were  made 
to  the  English  ministry,  who  expostulated,  in  their  tum^ 
with  the  deputies  of  the  states  general ;  and  the  two  nations 
w^e  inflamed  ag^nst  each  other  widi  the  most  bitter  ani- 
mosity.    The  British  resident  at  ihe  Hague,  in  a  confer-* 
ence  with  the  states,  represented,  that  the  king  his  master 
could  not  hope  to  see  peace  speedily  reestablished,  if  the 
neutral  princes  should  assume  a  right  of  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  his  enemies ;  that  he  expected,  from  their  known 
justice,  and  the  alliance  by  'which  they  were  so  nearly  con-* 
nected  with  his  subjects,  t^ey  would  honestly  abandon  this 
fraudulent  commerce,  and  agree  that  naval  stores  should  be 
comprehended  in  the  class  of  contraband  commodities.    He 
answered  some  articles  of  the  complaints  they  had  made  with 
an  appearance  of  candour  and  moderation ;  declared  his  ma- 
jesty's abhorrence  of  tl»  violences  which  had  been  committed 
upon  the  subjects  of  the  United  Provinces,  explained  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  English  govemn^ent  to\ 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  as  well  as  to  prevent  suck 
Outrages  for  the  future;  and  assured  them  that  his  Britan- 
Vol.  IIL  A  a  a  a 
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Die  majesty  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  renew  and 
maintain,  in  full  force,  the  mutual  confidence  and  friend- 
ship by  which  the  maritime  powers  of  England  and  Hol- 
land had  been  so  long  united. 

$  LI II.  These  professions  of  esteem  and  affection  were 
not  sufficient  to  quiet  the  minds,  and  appease  the  resent*^ 
ment  of  the  Dutch  merchants :  and  the  French  party,  which 
was  both  numerous  and  powerful,  employed  all  their  art 
and  influence  to  exasperate  their  passions,  and  widen -the 
breach  between  the  two  nations.  The  court  of  Versailles 
did  not  fail  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  insinuation  ;  while, 
on  one  hand,  their  ministers  and  emissaries  in  Holland  ex- 
aggerated the  indignities  and  injuries  which  the  states  had 
sustained  from  the  insolence  and  rapacity  of  the  English ; 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  flattered  and  cajoled  them  with 
little  advantages  in  trade,  and  formal  professions  of  respect. 
Such  was  the  memorial  delivered  by  the  count  d'Affry,  in- 
timating that  the  empress  queen  being  under  ap  absolute 
necessity  of  employing  all  her  forces  to  defend  her  heredi* 
tary  dominions  in  Germany,  she  had  been  obliged  to  with* 
draw  her  troops  from  Ostend  and  Nieuport ;  and  applied  to 
the  French  king,  as  her  ally  nearest  at  hand,  to  garrison 
these  two  places,  which,  however,  should  be  restored  at  the 
peace,  or  sooner,  should  her  Imperial  majesty  think  proper. 
The  spirit  of  the  Dutch  merchants,  at  this  juncture,  and 
their  sentiments  with  respect  to  England,  appeared  with 
very  high  colouring  in  a  memorial  to  the  states  general,  sub- 
scribed by  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  traders,  composed 
and  presented  with  equal  secrecy  and  circumspection.  In 
this  famous  remonstrance  they  complained,  that  the  violen- 
ces and  unjust  depredations  committed  by  the  English  ships 
of  war  and  privateers  on  the  vessels  and  effects  of  them  and 
their  fellow  subjects,  were  not  only  cpntinued,  but  daily  mul- 
tiplied ;  and  cruelty  and  .excess  carried  to  such  a  pitch  of 
wanton  barbarity,  that  the  petitioners  were  forced  to  im- 
plore the  assistance  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  protect,  in 
the  most  efficacious  manner,  the  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  were  the  two  sinews  of  the  republic.  For  this 
necessary  purpose  they  offered  to  contribute  each  his  con.-, 
tingent,  and  to  arm  at  their  own  charge ;  and  other  propo* 
sitions  were  made  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  the 
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marine*.  While  this  party  industriously  exerted  all  their 
power  and  credit  to  effect  a  rupture  with  England,  the 
princess  govemante  employed  all  her  interest  and  address 
to  divert  them  from  this  object,  and  alarm  them  with 
respect  to  the  power  and  designs  of  France ;  against  which 
she  earnestly  exhorted  them  to  augment  their  military  forces 
by  land,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  defend  themselves 
against  all  invasion.  At  the  same  time  she  spared  no  pains 
to  adjust  the  differences  between  her  husband's  country  and 
her  father's  kingdom ;  anfl,  without  doubt,  her  healing  coun- 
sels were  of  great  efficacy  in  preventing  matters  from,  coming 
to  a  very  dangerous  extremity. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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